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2nd Annual Sustainability Summit taking 
place Thursday April 24th

The Town of The Blue Mountains is hosting the 2nd Annual Blue 
Mountains and Area Sustainability Summit on Thursday, April 24, at 
the Beaver Valley Community Centre in Thornbury. 

The Sustainability Summit is an essential event for leaders 
and innovators who are driving the future of sustainability. Pre-
registration for the summit is now available on the Town’s Eventbrite 
webpage. The event is free to attend, but pre-registration is required.

Last year’s Summit brought together over 120 attendees from 
diverse sectors, including businesses, non-profits, and residents, 
who engaged in compelling discussions and presentations on the 
Circular Economy and Green Initiatives. This year, we’re excited to 
continue the momentum and dive even deeper into critical topics 
such as Social Sustainability and Green Economy. 
What’s New This Year?

The 2025 Sustainability Summit is a free event that will feature 
both afternoon and evening sessions, offering an exciting lineup of 
topics designed to inspire and challenge. Here’s what you can look 
forward to:

Afternoon Session (1:00 pm – 4:00 pm):
The afternoon will delve into the theme of Social Sustainability, 

featuring an engaging panel discussion on energy poverty and 
equity, diversity, and inclusion in Climate Solutions. This session will 
be a perfect opportunity to connect over light refreshments and 
share ideas with fellow changemakers.

Evening Session (5:30 pm – 8:00 pm):
The evening will bring the spotlight on the Green Economy Hub 

pilot, with presentations from forward-thinking experts sharing 
sustainable business practices that can shape the future. Additionally, 
a feature film premiere will be showcased, followed by a chance to 
network with industry leaders and peers over hors d’oeuvres and 
beverages.

Registration for the event is now open. Participants can register for 
the afternoon, evening, or both sessions. The Sustainability Summit 
is a free event, but pre-registration is required. Space is limited, and 
participants are encouraged to register early to secure their space. 
With a carefully curated agenda, the Summit will offer valuable 
insights and opportunities for those committed to sustainability.

For more information about the Sustainability Summit, visit the 
event webpage or contact:

Jeff Fletcher, Manager of Sustainability and Solid Waste
Town of The Blue Mountains, (519) 599-3131 ext. 238
www.thebluemountains.ca/town-hall/news-notices

March is Fraud 
Prevent Month

March is Fraud Prevention 
Month, a time to raise 
awareness about different 

types of fraud, how to recognize them, and how to prevent becoming 
a victim.  The month-long campaign aims to educate the public 
about various scams and fraud schemes, empowering individuals to 
protect themselves and their finances. 
Key Focus Areas:

Fraud Prevention Month highlights the importance of recognizing 
common scams, such as phishing, identity theft, and investment 
fraud. 
Organizations Involved:

Many organizations, including the Competition Bureau Canada, 
the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre, and the Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA), participate in raising fraud awareness during March. 
Staying Informed:

During Fraud Prevention Month, various resources and information 
are shared to help Canadians stay informed about the latest scams 
and how to avoid them. 
Reporting Fraud:

If you believe you are a victim of fraud or a scam, it's important to 
report it to the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre or your local police. 
Examples of Scams to Watch Out For:

Phishing Scams: Scammers send fraudulent emails or messages 
pretending to be from legitimate organizations to trick you into 
clicking on a link or revealing personal information. 

Impersonation Scams: Fraudsters may impersonate government 
officials or other trusted individuals to gain your trust and information. 

Investment Scams: Scammers may promise high returns on 
investments, but these are often fake and lead to financial losses. 

Online Scams: Scams can occur through social media, online 
marketplaces, or other online platforms.                 continued on page 2

Temporary Road Closure - Lakeshore Rd E - 
March 24 - April 21, 2025

The Town of The Blue Mountains would like to advise the public of 
a temporary road closure. Lakeshore Road East will be temporarily 
closed from March 24, 2025 until April 21, 2025, to facilitate the 
installation of infrastructure improvements related to the Regional 
Stormwater Management Plan. The work will include installation of 
two culverts and the completion of the sanitary connections to the 
Parkbridge—Craigleith site.
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BID EUCHRE
Wednesday & Thursday, 

12:50-3:30pm 
$2 per day, Small Hall 

Beaver Valley Community 
Centre 

Lessons Available - 
Bev 705-507-0563 or 

Dorothy 519-599-5044

DROP-IN BRIDGE
Monday 1-3pm; $2 p/p; St. 
George’s Anglican Church, 

Clarksburg

Matt’s Millennial 
Support Companion 

Services
Need help with errands 

and stuff?
I have several years 

experience supporting seniors 
to live in their own homes;  
I drive and can help with 

errands & appointments;  help 
with pet care;  I am techy, and 

also can do outdoor/simple 
“handy man” work.   

Call Matt 416-459-0178 or 
email matthew-r@live.com

St. James’ Fairmount 
Anglican Church

196759 Grey Rd 7, Meaford 
corner of Grey Rd 7 & Grey Rd 40

1st & 3rd Sunday 9am 
Holy Eucharist BCP

2nd & 4th Sunday 9am 
Morning Prayer BCP

5th Sunday 4pm Evensong BCP 
Rector Jeff Kischak

519-770-7979
stjamesfairmount.ca

Public Notice Per section 
162 of the RTA - this is notice 
of intent to dispose of the park 
model trailer located at 46 
Admirals Trail in Thornbury. 
For any questions please 
contact Pinder at 
416.749.6857 ext. 264.

REDUCED LOAD 
RESTRICTIONS IN EFFECT 

Where Axle Weight 
Restrictions signs are in place, 
in The Blue Mountains, the By-
law is in full force and effect. 
Half-load restrictions may be 
extended beyond May 31, 
2025, depending on weather 
and road conditions. 
Town Operations Department 
519-599-3131  276.

Reduced load restrictions of 
5 tonnes per axle will take 
effect on many Grey County-
owned roads on March 1 to 
May 1. Roads are at their most 
vulnerable to damage in the 
spring. Load restrictions help 
to extend the lifespan of the 
road surface by minimizing 
damage from heavy vehicles. 
Dates may be adjusted 
depending on conditions of 
the year. 
Grey County Roads Depart  
roads@grey ca or call 
1-800-567-4739.

Job Opportunity: Live-in Personal Support 
Worker (PSW) (30-35 hours/week) - 

Thornbury

As a Caregiver, you are passionate about caring for the 
elderly with patience and compassion, have a positive 
attitude, strong communication skills and focus on a healthy 
lifestyle.  Must be a non-smoker, fully vaccinated and able 
to work in Canada.  Responsibilities: Assist with personal 
care, prepare meals, housekeeping, laundry, supervise light 
exercise and walks, and provide social stimulation.  Private 
accommodation with separate entrance available. Both 
PSW/HSW will be considered. For a full job description and/
or inquiries please email jobs@birchfrog.com.

Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) is an exciting tool 
and has revolutionized 
many aspects of our 
lives. But it has also given 
fraudsters opportunities 
to make their frauds even 
more convincing. 

According to Statistics 
Canada, fraud cases in Canada have almost doubled over the past ten 
years, surging from 79,000 in 2012 to 150,000 in 2022. This increase 
shows that fraudsters are becoming more skilled, and technology 
like AI is helping them improve their old tricks. 

AI can be used to quickly produce texts, emails, and messages in 
the style and language of a specific person. It can be used to clone 
anyone's voice. And in just minutes, it can be used to make fake 
images, audio, or videos of real people. 

Sometimes it’s hard to tell what’s real and what’s been generated 
by AI. Luckily, knowledge is your best shield to protect yourself from 
AI-generated scams.

Fraudsters can use AI to:
•	 Impersonate a well-known company or individual to promote fake 

products or services.
•	 Generate a convincing fake investment opportunity.
•	 Make chat bots spread fake reviews that sound and look like real 

people wrote them.
•	 Use voice cloning for deceptive telemarketing.

Watch out for these red flags:
•	 Realistic-looking videos of a public figure promoting an investment 

opportunity, or any other promotion they don’t normally do.
•	 Unusual body or lip movement in videos.
•	 Strange phrasing or inconsistencies, irrelevant content.
•	 Websites that mimic real companies.
•	 Unexpected phone calls or messages, especially if 

the sender conveys a sense of urgency, fear, or panic. 

To protect yourself:
•	 Trust your instincts when something doesn't feel right.
•	 If something seems fishy, check names and logos on websites for 

authenticity.
•	 Stay informed about AI and frauds—research, read, and discuss 

with friends and family.
•	 Report suspicious websites. If you believe you’ve come 

across misleading AI generated content, report it to the 
Competition Bureau or to the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre. 

https://competition-bureau.canada.ca/
https://antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/



Thornbury Guiders Urgently Needed
1st Thornbury Spark/Brownie unit will NOT be running next year 

unless we get two or three  women to come forward and register as 
Guiders!  Our current Guiders are past retirement age and are leaving 
the units this spring.  They have held on waiting for someone new to 
join but are giving up. Personally,  I am closing on 50 years in Guiding 
myself and am looking to cut back if possible as well.

Girl Guides is such a valuable program!  It allows girls to experiment 
and experience things in a non-judgemental way.  

Sparks are 5 & 6 yrs old, the Embers 7-10 yrs,  Guides 9-11, Pathfinders 
12-14. The unit in Thornbury also serves girls from Meaford, as the 
units there closed due to lack of leaders as well.  

Currently Sparks/Embers meet at the Thornbury Baptist Church 
Wednesday nights 6:30-8pm and the Guide/Pathfinder unit meets 
Wednesdays at BVCS at the same time.  This means it is easier to do 
bridging activities together but it does not mean that new Guiders 
couldn’t change the day to suit their schedule!  Meetings could even 
be on a weekend if that works better.  Sometimes girls come from 
other towns because the day suits them better. 

Guiders do NOT have to have previous Guiding experience.  All 
you need is a desire to give girls new experiences and a willingness 
to put yourself out to learning as well.  Program is quite varied to 
suit the girls and Guiders of that year.  If you don’t feel qualified to 
do something with the girls it is okay to ask someone to visit for the 
night to assist teaching a skill.  Almost everything can be found on 
line for Guiding now.

Our current Guiders are hoping that when the community realizes 
the possible outcome that women will come forward to take over.  
The hope is to be able to have them come a few nights between now 
& June to see how the unit is doing things and get your own ideas.  
There is no set way anymore.  The current Guiders would be open 
to providing support and answer questions you may have along the 
way next year too.  

Please, consider becoming a Guider.  Do you know someone who 
might be interested – pass this along to then too!  Talk it up with your 
friends ad neighbours.  We need help to spread the word.  If you are 
interested, we’d love to chat.  Come out to a meeting or call me 519 
599-3968. Shirley Woolner

p/s Our 69th Thinking Day Tea and Bake Sale will be held Saturday 
February 22nd at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church from 2-4pm.

Voting Procedures
Council will direct that Internet and Telephone Voting, be 

approved as the voting method for the 2026 Municipal and School 
Board Election.

Digital-Only Parking Passes
The Town of The Blue Mountains would like to advise residents that 

beginning January 2025, parking passes will be issued only through 
the digital residential parking pass program, and physical hanging 
parking passes will no longer be issued or accepted. 

Residents are required to register for parking passes annually and 
must re-register their vehicle for 2025. Vehicle registration can be 
completed through the Town’s website or in person at Town Hall 
during regular business hours. To register, residents must provide a 
copy of the vehicle ownership and proof of residency.  All residential 
property owners and residential tenants in the Town can register 
vehicles for free. Residents will now be able to register friends and 
family members for a digital temporary parking permit for $5 plus 
HST per day, for up to 14 days per calendar year. 

A parking pass allows residents of The Blue Mountains to park for 
free at any paid parking locations owned by the Town, including 
beaches, parks and trails. Please note that there is no paid parking 
in the downtown area, except for the Arthur Street lot across from 
the Post Office. Non-residents from neighbouring municipalities, 
including Meaford, Grey Highlands, Clearview, and Collingwood, can 
register for an annual parking pass for $100.00 plus HST.

To register your vehicle, visit: www.thebluemountains.ca/parking. 

Grey County Paramedics Deliver On Response 
Time Targets For 2024

Grey County paramedics are consistently answering the call. For 
the 2024 calendar year, Grey County paramedics met or exceeded 
targets for all call types while responding to a record 15,796 total calls 
for response. The annual response time report was presented to Grey 
County Council on March 13. 

“Grey County is deeply committed to continuously improving our 
paramedic services,” explained Kevin McNab, director of paramedic 
services with Grey County. “Our annual review of response time 
targets has shown that our paramedics have once again met or 
surpassed our annual response goals, delivering quality emergency 
care when people need it most.” 

Paramedic Services has seen an increase in patient call volume 
of 29.72% (an average of 5.94% per year) over the past five years. 
Despite this rise in calls, response time targets have not increased 
since they were implemented in 2012. Grey County reviews response 
targets every year and reports them to the Ministry of Health. 

The targets are evaluated based on six levels, based on the urgency 
of the call. Sudden cardiac arrest calls are the most urgent and have a 
response target of six minutes or less 40% of the time. The remaining 
five levels are based on the Canadian Triage and Acuity Scale (CTAS), 
which assesses the patient’s immediate need for care. These range 
from CTAS 1 calls, which require resuscitation and are life threatening, 
such as cardiac arrests or major trauma, to CTAS 5 calls, which are 
less urgent conditions that could be referred to other areas of the 
healthcare system, such as a small wound requiring stitches or a 
dressing change. 

Response time targets also range from eight minutes or less 60% 
of the time for a CTAS 1 call, to 20 minutes 90% of the time for a CTAS 
3, 4, or 5 call.  

Grey County paramedics cover an area of 4,500 square kilometres. 
The location of a call and the nearest paramedic station or available 
ambulance impact response times. To address these challenges, 
Paramedic Services completed a comprehensive deployment review 
in 2023 to better understand the needs of the County’s growing and 
aging population across all local municipalities. 

This review recommends strategies for improving response times 
in remote areas of the County. This includes adding four additional 
base locations in Feversham (2025), Ayton (2026), Thornbury (2027) 
and Cobble Beach (2028). An additional daily twelve-hour ambulance 
shift will also be added in Feversham as of July 1, 2025.  

The full Response Time Performance Plan Results Report is available 
here. More information about Paramedic Services can be found on 
the Grey County website at http://www.grey.ca/paramedic-services. 



www.thelillypad.ca
www.eventsfor.life

 100% of proceeds go to Events for Life 

POP INTO THE PORCH AT
THE LILYPAD SPA!

DDIISSCCOOUUNNTTEEDD  WWOOMMEENN’’SS  CCLLOOTTHHIINNGG
&&  OOUUTTEERRWWEEAARR  NNEEWW  OORR  GGEENNTTLLYY UUSSEEDD  

AARREE  OONN  SSAALLEE  AATT  TTHHEE

LILLYPAD SPA IN THORNBURY
69 King Street East, Thornbury

ALL ITEMS $30 OR LESS
CASH OR ETRANSFER
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BID EUCHRE
Wednesday & Thursday. 12:50-3:30pm; $2 per day 

Small Hall, Beaver Valley Community Centre 
Lessons Available 

Bev 705-507-0563 or Dorothy 519-599-5044

DROP-IN BRIDGE
Monday 1-3pm; $2 p/p  St. George’s Anglican Church

Cottage House Keeping Help Required
We are looking for meal assistance and lighthouse keeping on 
Sat Aug 24th and Sun Aug 25th at our cottage in Thornbury. 

Please call my cell # at: 416-577 3519, Ruby

ST. JAMES FAIRMOUNT ANGLICAN CHURCH
196759 Grey Rd 7 corner of Grey Rd 7 & Grey Rd 40

1st & 3rd Sunday 9am - Holy Eucharist BCP
2nd & 4th Sunday 9am - Morning Prayer BCP

5th Sunday 4pm - Evensong BCP & Potluck Supper 
Rector Jeff Kischak, 519-770-7979

Personalized one-on-one instruction
Convenient sessions in your own pool
Certified and experienced instructors
Flexible scheduling to fit your summer plans

SWIM
 LESSO

NS 

We are feeling so much gratitude towards this community that we 
felt compelled to write this small note of thanks.

It was Saturday afternoon. The weather was perfect…sunshine, 
blue skies. The beach was full of happy people enjoying the beach 
and pier, including us. This perfect day was upset when my daughter-
in-law’s 90 year old mother decided to go for a swim on her own and 
she ended up in distress. We noticed and raced to her as quickly as 
possible, but so did many other people. So many people offered help 
with calling 911, offering their towels, a chair, a hug of support, 
anything. We were so touched by the kindness of so many strangers 
in a really scary and vulnerable time for our family.  We cannot begin 
to say how much it meant to us and how grateful we are.

In this world of ours, with so much anger, division, and stress, 
it’s easy to believe that most people are uncaring and unkind. 
This frightening incident for our family on that beautiful Saturday 
afternoon truly restored our faith in humanity. The Blue Mountains 
community will always be in our hearts. Thank you, always.

Sue Shortt and family, Clarksburg 

On Wednesday June 5th, 2024, at about 6:45 am, we were woken 
up by someone pounding on our front door.  When we made it 
downstairs and opened the door a young man was standing there 
and told us to get out of our house as the garage was on fire. His 
coworker, in the meantime, had called 911. While they were driving 
west on Hwy. 26, the two had noticed smoke behind the Home 
Hardware. Suspecting that it was not a camp fire, they came around 
to investigate it. We believe it is not exaggeration to say that both 
Lukas te Velde and Paul Green are our heroes, because we were 
sleeping soundly during the fire.

We would also like to thank the Fire Department and their 
Volunteers that arrived at the scene within 15 to 20 minutes, as well 
as the Paramedics and Police that arrived shortly after. We believe 
that these emergency responders are under appreciated and do not 
always get the recognition that they deserve. 

Ministry of Transportation Announces Environmental 
Assessment Regarding Hwy 26 Intersection Improvements

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained Egis to 
undertake the Detail Design and Class Environmental Assessment 
Study for intersection improvements at Highway 26 and Grey Road 
2, and at Highway 26 and Grey Road 21. The study also includes 
rehabilitation of Culvert 473 on Highway 26 between Hoover Lane 
and Camperdown Road, and illumination of the intersection at 
Highway 26 and Grey Road 113/10th Line. 

The province has published a dedicated project website regarding 
the study. The website contains an overview of the project, an outline 
of the study process, relevant reports and more information about 
how the public can be involved. If members of the public wish to 
obtain additional information, or have questions or comments 
regarding the Study, a general contact form is available on the 
project website. An Online Public Information Centre is scheduled 
for Fall 2024 where more information will be provided.

https://www.highway26andgreyroad.com
Steven Pilgrim, P. Eng. Project Manager Egis Tel: 343-344-2629

Staging Site for Construction of Thornbury 
Wastewater Outfall, Lora Bay Park

Staff  Report OPS.25.015, provided Council with the 
Communications Plan to notify residents about the use of Lora Bay 
Park during the summer of 2025 as a temporary staging site for the 
construction of the pipe required for the Thornbury Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (TWWTP) Effluent Outfall. While the Park is being 
used for this construction, it will be closed to the public. It is 
anticipated that the park will be closed from the beginning of June 
until the end of September of 2025.

The existing effluent outfall for the TWWTP was identified as 
undersized to accommodate the effluent flows from the TWWTP 
Phase 1A expansion. The Town has undertaken the design work for 
a new larger effluent outfall pipe that will accommodate up to and 
including Phase 3 TWWTP expansion. 

The current outfall to the Beaver River provides capacity for the 
Thornbury Wastewater Treatment Plant to treat the wastewater from 
approximately 4400 homes. To summarize the need of the temporary 
outfall staging site, it is anticipated that the HDPE outfall pipe will be 
delivered in standard pipe lengths of 16.7m by standard freight to 
the selected staging site. The pipes will be stored in stocked piles at 
the staging site. Reinforced concrete ballasts, used to weight the pipe 
to the lake bottom will also be shipped and stored at the staging site. 
The pipe segments require a butt-welded fusion connection.

Each pipe section will be transferred from the storage location to an 
area with a shelter, to protect the welding equipment for fusing the 
pipes. The transfer will utilize a forklift or a crane. When the sections 
of fused pipe reach 200m in length, they will be capped with a blind 
flange, deployed into relatively calm water and moored offshore. The 
ballasts can be installed onto the pipeline as it is being deployed into 
the water at the shoreline, or from a crane barge as the pipelines are 
pulled into the water. The pipelines with the ballasts attached, are 
then moored close to shore until such time as they can be towed to 
the outfall installation location, where they are sunk in place.

The on-land portion of this pipe will be constructed through the 
Bay/Grey Street Reconstruction projects. Relocating the Town’s 
outfall provides an opportunity to remove the current outfall 
from the Beaver River to a new location 1.5 kms offshore and into 
deeper waters. The current Beaver River outfall allows effluent to be 
deposited in the waters of a sensitive receiver. As there is a limited 
amount of dilution available from the Beaver River, the current outfall 
could be impacting aquatic habitats. 

The new location provides a better mixing zone, preventing the 
build-up of pollutants resulting in less impact to the environment. 
Additionally, the cooler waters will be less affected by warmer 
treatment plant effluent. Town Staff and the Town’s Consultant, 
Arcadis, identified a lengthy list of potential sites (including both 
public and private properties) along the southern shore of Georgian 
Bay to use for the construction of the pipe required for in-water 
works.  A fulsome evaluation of all sites was completed, as well as 
the consideration of costs to the municipality, which resulted in the 
selection of Lora Bay Park.  
Analysis 

Town Staff and the Town’s Consultant reviewed a wide variety 
of properties from Penetanguishene to Owen Sound looking for 
a suitable location to use as a temporary staging site. All Town-
owned waterfront land in The Blue Mountains was also considered, 
including parks and unopened road allowances. The locations were 
rated on a number of different considerations including shoreline 
conditions, size of the site, access for pipe deliveries, cost to develop 
and potential land leases from third party landowners. Through the 
evaluation process, Town Staff and the Consultant determined that 
Lora Bay Park was the only suitable site to stage construction for the 
pipe required for the outfall. 

The new outfall, 1.5 km offshore, will result in a significantly more 
environmentally suitable location for the effluent to be discharged 
to the Bay. The new location is in deeper, cooler waters, and in an 



area that provides an excellent mixing zone. This will reduce the 
potential impacts to the aquatic habitats, as well as increasing the 
dilution of contaminants. The new outfall will support the effluent 
from the treatment plant for up to 11,600 new homes, our current 
outfall supports 4,400 homes Lora Bay Park includes a boat launch 
and a small dock that will be ideal for the construction and launch 
of the pipe into the Bay. The Bay has a small cove just offshore of the 
park, allowing for storage until the pipe sections can be relocated 
to their final location, 400m offshore of the extension of Grey Street.  
The boat launch and the dock in the park are approaching end of life 
and require refurbishment. This project will allow for this work to be 
completed. 

Based on Council direction, increased amenities could also be 
added to Lora Bay Park as part of the restoration to original condition 
following construction activity. Community Services staff will work 
with the Town’s Communications division to engage the public on 
potential upgrades to the park. 

Staff understand how disruptive this construction may be to 
the residents and are taking every opportunity to mitigate the 
inconvenience to the neighbours. The pipe is critical infrastructure 
that is needed by the Town to ensure we can meet our growth needs. 
It is also important to realize that this provides an opportunity to 
remove the current outfall from the Beaver River, a cold-water fishery, 
to a more suitable location further offshore, and in deeper water. 
This provides a better mixing zone for the wastewater treatment 
plant effluent and result less impact to aquatic ecosystems and less 
temperature swings in the receiving waters.  

The new outfall has been sized to accommodate up to the Phase 
3 (up to a total of 16,000 homes, our current outfall supports 4,400 
homes) expansion of the treatment plant. This will provide capacity 
for almost four (4) times the current outfall. Staff will ensure that 
residents are informed of how this project is moving along. A robust 
Communications Plan has been developed. This includes, but is not 
limited to, posting on the Town’s website, mail out to residents, and 
a public open house. 

The lands utilized for staging will be assessed prior to taking 
occupancy and after construction. The lands will be required to be 
returned to original condition, or better.  
Financial Impacts  

The cost to construct the outfall has been included in the 2025 
Budget at an estimated cost of $16 Million and is to be paid from 
the Wastewater Asset Replacement Reserves and the Wastewater 
Development Charges Reserves (75% DC eligible project).   It is noted 
that the Wastewater Development Charge reserve fund is projected 
to be in a deficit position by the end of 2024. As a result, a review will 
be necessary to determine whether internal or external borrowing 
is the most appropriate solution.  In contrast the Wastewater Asset 
Replacement Reserve is projected to end 2024 at $14.5M.





Lora Bay Park Communications Plan

Project Outline
The Town of The Blue Mountains is upgrading the treatment plant outfall as part of the Thornbury 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion. This outfall will run 1.5 km off the shore of Georgian Bay. 
The pipes will be assembled in 200m lengths on the shore, and then floated until final assembly can 
be completed.

In 2024, Town Staff, with the Town’s Consultant, Arcadis, did a wide-ranging search of potential 
staging sites for the outfall pipe. The sites were evaluated based on accessibility, space for storage, 
assembling and construction equipment/facilities, water depth, protected waters and site security.  
Through the evaluation process, Lora Bay Park was deemed the only suitable site. Although the public 
use of the park would be interrupted for the summer, using Town lands to construct the offshore 
pipe would eliminate the costs associated with a lease agreement of a private landowner, therefore 
reducing the overall cost of construction.  

The shoreline of Georgian Bay has a restricted activity window for the protection of spawning fish 
that extends between September 30 and July 15. This window provides 2.5 months to conduct any 
work in Georgian Bay. Pre-construction preparation will be conducted before the July 15 window 
to ensure that work on the shoreline can be completed on time. Public access to Lora Bay Park 
will be prohibited during the pre-construction and construction window. At the completion of the 
construction of the outfall, restoration work for the park could potentially add benefits for the 
community, based on Council’s direction. The restoration work could potentially include the rebuilding 
of the dilapidated boat ramp, the rebuilding of the aging dock, the construction of boat storage, or any 
additional amenities at the site.

Project Goal
Communicate to the public how the Lora Bay Park site was chosen for Outfall Construction, and the 
potential impacts of construction for Summer 2025. 

Communications Objectives
•	 Provide a clear timeline regarding the decision of Lora Bay Park as the construction site

•	 Explain the evaluation process and how the Lora Bay Park site was chosen  

•	 Raise awareness of the impacts on Lora Bay Park for Summer 2025 

•	 Determine how Lora Bay Park can be rehabilitated following the construction 

•	 Convey the need for the outfall and how it impacts Town wastewater capacity

Lora Bay Park Communications Plan

1March 18, 2025



Lora Bay Park Communications Plan

2

Lora Bay Park Communications Plan

Timeline
Due to the anticipated project timeline, the Communications plan has been divided into four phases. 

•	 Phase 1: Project Announcement

•	 Phase 2: Pre-construction

•	 Phase 3: Construction 

•	 Phase 4: Project Completion 

Phase 1: Project Announcement

Action Details Status

Notice of Staff 
Report

A notice will be issued after the agenda is posted advising residents that a 
staff report regarding the use of Lora Bay Park for Outfall Construction will be 
presented at the March 18 Committee of the Whole. 

Town Website The notice will be posted on the Thornbury Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(TWWTP) webpage and to the Town newsroom.  

Email to 
Subscribers

The notice will be emailed to subscribers of the TWWTP webpage.  
 

March 18, 2025
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Phase 2: Pre-construction

Action Details Status

Press Release A press release will be issued regarding the Outfall Staging at Lora Bay Park, 
including details of the project, a timeline of the project and expected 
impacts. 

Mailed Notice A notice will be mailed to residents within a 1km range of Lora Bay Park and 
all residents on Lake Drive.

Town Website The press release wil be posted to the TWWTP page, and a new page for the 
Lora Bay Park Construction will be created.

Site Signage Signs will be installed at Lora Bay Park with information regarding the project 
and expected impacts/closure length.

Email to 
Subscribers

The notice will be emailed to subscribers of the TWWTP webpage and the 
Town’s press release list. The email will also encourage the public to 
subscribe to the new project webpage for the Lora Bay Park construction.

Public Open 
House

A public Open House will be held at Lora Bay Park (weather dependent) or at 
Town Hall, with information to be shared about the construction project and 
what to expect at the Lora Bay Park site.

Social Media The press release will be posted to the Town’s social media accounts.

FAQs An FAQ will be added to the Lora Bay Park Construction page that will be a 
living document and can be updated based on questions received from the 
public. 

March 18, 2025 March 18, 2025
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Phase 3: Ongoing Communication - During Construction

Action Details Status

Construction 
Updates

The Town’s Communications department will provide project updates through 
the Town’s monthly e-newsletter, social media and the project webpage.

Site Signage The site signage will be updated based on construction timeline, if necessary.

Rehabilitation 
or Park 

Upgrades

Based on Council direction, Town staff could engage the public to gather 
feedback regarding upgrades to Lora Bay Park. This action item will not be 
necessary if the park will only be restored to original status without any 
increased amenities. 

If Council directs Staff to explore increased amenities at the park, the 
Communications department will prepare a fulsome engagement strategy to 
reach the public which could include surveys and public open houses.

Phase 4: Project Completion

Action Details Status

Reopening
Ceremony

A reopening Ceremony will be held at Lora Bay Park to showcase the new 
dock, boat ramp and any additional rehabilitation, as directed by Council, 
following the completion of construction. Town Council, Wastewater staff, 
Community Services staff and project contractors will be in attendance as 
well as a general invitation extended to the public.

Town Website Communications will post project completion updates to the Town website 
on the Lora Bay Park Construction webpage and the Thornbury Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Expansion webpage. 

Email to 
Subscribers

The project completion notice will be emailed to subscribers of the Thornbury 
Wastewater Treatment Plan Expansion webpage and the Lora Bay Park 
Construction webpage.

Social Media Project completion will be recognized on the Town’s social media accounts, 
as well as promotion of the grand reopening ceremony.
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Frequently Asked Questions

When was the need for an outfall construction site identified?

On May 3, 2022, Staff Report CSOPS.22.025 was brought to Council identifying that the existing 
outfall pipe for the Thornbury Wastewater Treatment Plant would not have sufficient capacity to meet 
the needs of the current plant expansion works. Council approved budget for the engineering of a new 
outfall pipe which would allow the plant to meet its full capacity.

Why is the outfall being replaced?

The outfall is part of the greater Thornbury Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion. The expansion is 
replacing end-of-life equipment and ensuring that the plant is capable of providing reliable service in 
line with the forecasted growth of the community. 

The current outfall has a maximum diameter of 406mm, which does not meet the capacity 
requirements for the Thornbury Wastewater Treatment Plant following its expansion. A minimum 
piping size of 500mm will be required. The new outfall also provides an opportunity to remove the 
current outfall from the Beaver River, a cold-water fishery, to a more suitable location further offshore, 
and in deeper water. 

Will the outfall be installed at Lora Bay Park?

No, there will be no permanent installation at Lora Bay Park. The new effluent outfall will extend 
from the Thornbury Wastewater Treatment Plant north on Grey Street, to the shoreline located on the 
unopened section of Grey Street, then proceed an additional 1.5 km offshore into Georgian Bay. Lora 
Bay Park will only be used as a temporary staging site for the construction of the pipe required for the 
outfall. 

What sites were considered before the Town selected Lora Bay Park?

Town Staff, along with the Town’s engineering consultant, completed a wide-ranging search of 
potential waterfront staging sites for construction of the outfall pipe throughout the South Georgian 
Bay region. This included all Town-owned waterfront land and unopened road allowances.

What factors were considered when evaluating the sites?

Potential sites were evaluated based on accessibility, site security, water depth, protection from 
severe weather, and space for storage, assembly and construction equipment/facilities. Lora Bay 
Park fulfills all of the needs, while also allowing for costs to be reduced by minimizing the distance to 
the outfall installation site and not requiring a separate lease for use of the land.

Lora Bay Park Communications Plan
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Frequently Asked Questions

Why does the entire park need to be closed?

Construction of the outfall will require the full park for material storage, construction equipment, 
and assembly facilities. Opening a portion of the park to the public during construction would not be 
possible due to public and worker safety concerns.

When will construction take place? 

Any work in Georgian Bay must be completed between July 15 and September 30. The shoreline has 
a restricted activity window for the protection of spawning fish. Pre-construction preparation will be 
conducted before July 15 to ensure that work on the shoreline can be completed on time. Additional 
work may be conducted upon completion of the outfall for park revitalization. Town staff plan to 
present a report to Council asking for a noise by-law exemption to allow for construction to take place 
seven days a week.

Will there be excessive noise during construction? 

Increased noise levels are expected during construction. There will be heavy equipment, vehicles, 
generators and welding on-site. Noise will be measured and maintained during construction at a 
consistent level below 50 dBA, with intermittent peaks above the 50 dBA level. 

What will happen to the park following construction?

Following the completion of the construction of the outfall, restoration work for the park could 
potentially include additional amenities, based on Council’s direction. The park will reopen to the 
public following the completion of all work and restoration to original condition. 

Lora Bay Park Communications Plan
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Subscribe for Updates: www.thebluemountains.ca/subscribeSubscribe for Updates: 

www.thebluemountains.cawww.thebluemountains.ca

info@thebluemountains.cainfo@thebluemountains.ca

TOWN NEWS & NOTICES

March 28, 2025, Marsh Street Centre

www.thebluemountains.ca

Meeting Date

COUNCIL CAFÉ
Residents are invited to join 

Mayor Andrea Matrosovs and members of 
the Council for an open and informal 

‘meet and greet’ from 8 am to 10 am to 
discuss topics of interest for the community. 

Coffee, tea and breakfast snacks will be 
provided.

Notice
Pursuant to Section 295.1 of the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001 c.25, 
please be advised that the audited 2023 Consolidated Financial 
Statements for the Corporation of The Town of The Blue 
Mountains have been received.  

The Financial Statements can be accessed on our website at 
www.thebluemountains.ca/financial-reporting or, upon request, 
from the Finance Department at 32 Mill Street, P.O. Box 310, 
Thornbury, ON, N0H 2P0.

Monica Quinlan
Director of Corporate and Financial Services
Treasurer

The Blue Mountains 2024 Annual Water 
Report
In accordance with Ontario Regulation 170/03, please be advised 
that the Annual Water Report prepared for the Blue Mountains 
Drinking Water System is available for viewing at Town Hall or by 
visiting www.thebluemountains.ca 

Rob Gilchrist, Water Supervisor
Thornbury Water Treatment Plant

Volunteer Recognition
Awards and Fair
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2025
BEAVER VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE

Nominations for the Volunteer Recognition 
Awards and applications to have a booth at 
the fair will be open until March 14, 2025.
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Lindsay Myles
Nurse Practitioner

lindsaymylesnp@gmail.com

http://mountainmetabolic.care
BOOK ONLINE

Primary Episodic
Health Care 
Every Monday
in Thornbury

 

202 Marsh St, Clarksburg

519-599-3555

Thank you for supporting
our winter lunches.

We will be back in the spring
with our Friday BBQ’s, 5-7 pm





Join us for an exclusive screening of BMFM 2024’s People’s Choice Award
Winners in support of our School Screening Program! Your ticket helps

provide local high school students with a unique opportunity to engage with
thought-provoking cinema at the 4th Annual BMFM.

Don’t miss this inspiring evening of film and fundraising!

Date: Thursday, March 27, 2025
Time: 7:00 pm
Location: Galaxy Theatre Cinemas Collingwood
Films: The Teacher Who Promised the Sea
(Feature Film), Smoke Break (Short Film)
Tickets: $25.00 plus tax

Scan the QR Code for tickets or visit bluemtnfilmfest.ca
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FREE EVENT LISTING AT WWW.VISITBLUE.CA
Events hosted in The Blue Mountains are invited to be 

included on the calendar



Exhibit : It All Starts with a Scribble
Sat Apr 5th 2pm - 4pm; The Gallery at the L.E. Shore Library

Beverley Smith presents a new exhibit that dives into the 
excitement of creating and experimenting. Featuring vibrant mixed 
media works that fuse woven beadwork, paints, markers, and a 
whole lot of energetic scribbling. The show runs from April 5-30, the 
opening will be on April 5 from 2:00-4:00pm. Enjoy refreshments, 
grab a chat with Beverley and take part in an interactive art display 
where you will replicate Beverley’s process, creating your own 
scribbles right on the gallery walls.

THORNBURY/BEAVER VALLEY

SAT MARCH 29

DOORS 6:30       TRIVIA 7:00

CASHLESS BAR       PIZZA

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Thirsty Night Boys
Featuring

$20 Per Player       Six Players Per Team

Tickets:  marshstreetcentre.com



CONCERT: Fluteology | 
What Music Has Taught Me About Living

Tuesday, April 8th, 7 - 8pm, L.E. Shore Library
Join Karen James, with Ann-Marie MacDairmid and 

Kerri McGonigle, for an enchanting musical evening featuring 
the compositions of Bach, Mozart, Mancini, and more.

At first listen, these pieces may seem unrelated, but for Karen, 
they are like old friends—each one offering comfort through 

challenging times and imparting valuable life lessons. In a 
time where much is uncertain, they provide an opportunity to 

contribute some beauty to the world.

THIS IS A FREE EVENT. 
Seats are limited and registration is required to attend. 

Email: TheGallery@TheBlueMountains.ca to register.





Book Your Consultat ion Today

647-678-6531

buildwithcmci.com/heated-driveway

Why Choose A Heated Driveway?
 SAVE TIME: No more early mornings spent shoveling or 

waiting for a plow. 

 STAY SAFE: Prevent slips, falls, lawsuits and vehicle skids with 
an ice-free surface.

 PET FRIENDLY: Keep your pets safe and comfortable with a 
snow-free, salt-free surface.

 ECO-FRIENDLY: Reduce harmful salt and de-icer runoff into 
Georgian Bay and protect your driveway from corrosion. 

 BOOST PROPERTY VALUE: Increase your home’s appeal with a 
modern, luxurious upgrade.

35+ Years
in Business 

CUSTOM HEATED DRIVEWAY
and WALKWAY SOLUTIONS 
Designed to keep surfaces snow and ice-free.

 
              DISTRICT ‘E’ - 7th Annual  

SENIORS 55+ LITERARY COMPETITION 
ALL ONTARIO RESIDENTS WELCOME TO ENTER 

 

   
  SSuubbmmiitt  yyoouurr  oorriiggiinnaall  eennttrryy  ffoorr    --  

PPOOEEMMSS,,  EESSSSAAYYSS,,  MMEEMMOOIIRRSS,,  SSHHOORRTT  SSTTOORRIIEESS,,    

     ELECTRONIC ENTRIES ONLY OR QUESTIONS to: 
districtEseniorsliterary@gmail.com 

COMPETITION OPENS – FEBRUARY 14th 
CLOSES – midnight WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30th 
Awards Luncheon to be hosted by Branch 171 Alliston, 

Sunday, June 22, 2025 – 1:00 pm 
For more info on SENIORS LIT COMPETITION 

Contact Seniors’ Chair Bruno Scaturchio – 416-347-0621 
Or Dist E Sec/Srs Lit Co-Chair Betty-Jean Murray – 705-528-9292 
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