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Flood Watch – Beaver River, Clarksburg and 
Lower Valley Road

Due to the extreme cold temperatures over the past week, with 
cold temperatures expected to continue through the coming 
weekend, combined with the fact that the Beaver River still has not 
fully frozen over throughout the system, frazil ice continues to be 
generated within the upper reaches of the river. Municipalities are 
challenged with the potential for localized flooding in two separate 
areas as noted:
CLARKSBURG – TOWN OF THE BLUE MOUNTAINS

Over the last week, frazil ice has collected in the Beaver River 
within Clarksburg which has caused water levels to rise. While water 
levels have decreased slightly, they still remain high at this time. With 
windchill temperatures forecast to remain near or below –18C into 
the weekend, with only small warmer periods during the day, the 
potential exists for frazil ice to continue being produced upstream of 
Clarksburg until the Beaver River freezes over.

At this time, the frazil ice sheet has extended upstream of Marsh 
Street and there is concern that flows will be further restricted causing 
water levels to rise over the next few days. This area will continue to 
be monitored by Town and GSCA Staff. Town of the Blue Mountains 
crews and contractors are utilizing a long-reach excavator to remove 
frazil ice from the river to promote flow, despite limited access to the 
river. The frazil ice removal is expected to continue throughout the 
daytime hours.
LOWER VALLEY ROAD – MUNICIPALITY OF GREY HIGHLANDS

The frazil ice-related flooding along Lower Valley Road, just south 
of Graham’s Hill/Campbell’s Hill roads, has now cleared. Water 
levels have receded on the Beaver River, and Lower Valley Road 
has reopened to traffic. GSCA and municipal staff will continue to 
monitor conditions in the area.

Flood Watches are issued when flooding is possible along local 
watercourses. Landowners within these areas should monitor their 
situation and be prepared in case of flooding.

Grey Sauble Conservation Authority reminds everyone that 
flooding can lead to unsafe conditions along rivers and streams. 
Fast‑moving water, slippery or unstable banks, and melting ice 
can present significant safety risks. Please stay alert and avoid 
watercourses when flows are high.

GSCA staff will continue to monitor the weather and the flows and 
provide additional updates as needed.

This Statement expires Monday, February 2nd, 2026 at 4:30pm 
unless replaced by further updates.
Contact: John Bittorf, Flood Duty Officer, j.bittorf@greysauble.on.ca 
ph 548-877-0585

Town of The Blue Mountains Hosting Design 
Open House for Moreau Park Revitalization

The Town of The Blue Mountains would like to invite the members 
of the community to an in-person Design Open House regarding 
the Moreau Park Revitalization project. Staff from Colliers Project 
Leaders and SHIFT Landscape Architecture will be in attendance 
with the preliminary design layouts for the park. 

The Design Open House will be held at the Beaver Valley 
Community Centre on Thursday, February 19, 2026, from 5:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. All members of the public are invited to drop in 
at any time to view the preliminary designs, provide feedback and 
ask questions about the project. Town staff will also be sharing the 
preliminary designs online on Thursday, February 12. A comment 
form will accompany the designs to gather feedback from members 
of the public who are not able to attend the Open House in person. 
The feedback received on the designs will be compiled in a report to 
Council where staff will seek further direction on the final elements 
to be included in the detailed design. 

What: Design Open House 
When: Thursday, February 19, 2026 – 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Beaver Valley Community Centre, 58 Alfred St. W., Thornbury 
About the Moreau Park Revitalization 

The Thornbury-Clarksburg Rotary Club approached Town Council 
in September of 2022 with the concept of revitalizing Moreau Park 
in Thornbury under the theme, “Kindness at Play.” The elements 
proposed by the Rotary Club included a new skate park for all ages 
and abilities, a year-round paved walking path, a sensory garden and 
an accessible playground. A public survey was conducted in 2023 
to gather feedback from the community on their priorities for the 
features of the park.

Town of The Blue Mountains Publishes 
New Snow Plowing Progress Map

The Town of The Blue Mountains 
is proud to release a new interactive 
Snow Plowing Progress map on the 
Town's Open Data Hub. The map 
has been developed internally 
by staff and allows the public 
to see when roads throughout 
the municipality were last plowed. The data is gathered through 
GPS systems installed in the Town’s snow plows, and is intended to 
support residents with trip planning during winter months. 

The Town is responsible for winter maintenance on Town-owned 
roads. Certain roads including Highway 26, some boundary roads 
and some smaller local roads are not maintained by the Town. The 
status of these third-party plowed roads is not displayed on this 
map. Seasonal roads also do not receive winter maintenance. More 
information about Winter Road Maintenance can be found on the 
Town’s website.  www.thebluemountains.ca

The Town works to keep roads and sidewalks safe throughout 
winter in accordance with the Town’s Minimum Maintenance 
Standards. Weather, traffic and road conditions influence when work 
happens. While crews aim to clear snow quickly, roads may remain 
snow-covered for a period of time after significant storms. For up-
to-date road information, please visit www.Municipal511.ca or Grey 
County Roads. 

Grey County road conditions and closures are available at your 
fingertips. Call 1-866-266-7569.



INDOOR WALKING
 Beaver Valley Community 

Centre, Thornbury
Mon. and Thurs. from 9-11am
no pre-registration and no fee.  

Walking with poles with 
rubber feet and walkers allowed.

E-NEWSLETTER  - Use the subscribe form on our website to receive the 
weekly E-newsletter. www.bluemountainsreview.ca
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER This edition is mailed to residents in The Blue 
Mountains the first week of each month
DONATE  - by e-transfer to info@visitblue.ca or by cheque to Riverside 
Press, Box 245, Clarksburg,  N0H 1J0 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We ask that letters be no longer than 250 
words, and adhere to standards of fairness, accuracy, legality and civility. 
Beyond that, we select letters on the basis of timeliness, relevance and 
diversity and reserve the right to not publish.
ARTICLES are from media releases or those that are submitted 
acknowledge the author. 
Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press. Your events, stories and 
photos of interest to our community can be emailed to info@visitblue.ca 
for inclusion in the newsletter by each Friday. Advertising rates available 
on the website or call 519-599-3345

BID EUCHRE
Wednesday & Thursday, 

12:50-3:30pm 
$2 per day, Small Hall 

Beaver Valley Community Centre 
Lessons Available - 

Bev 705-507-0563 or 
Dorothy 519-599-5044

DROP-IN BRIDGE
Monday 1-3pm; $2 p/p; 

St. George’s Anglican Church, 
Clarksburg

St. James’ Fairmount 
Anglican Church

196759 Grey Rd 7, Meaford 
corner of Grey Rd 7 & Grey Rd 40

1st & 3rd Sunday 9am 
Holy Eucharist BCP

2nd & 4th Sunday 9am 
Morning Prayer BCP

5th Sunday 4pm Evensong BCP 
Rector Jeff Kischak

519-770-7979
stjamesfairmount.ca

SKATING AT 
BEAVER VALLEY 
ARENA
Skating program times 
are subject to change on a week-to-
week basis.

Public Skating
Sat & Sun: 12pm - 2pm
Excluding:   Feb. 1, Feb. 7, Feb 8, 
Mar. 7, Mar. 8,  Mar. 29   
Ages 18+: $3 per person
Under 18: Free
Adult Skating	
Mon & Wed: 10am - 12pm
Thurs: 1pm - 3pm
Excluding: Feb. 16; $3 per person
Must be 18 years of age or older.
Stick & Puck	
Mon & Wed: 12pm - 1pm
Excluding: Feb. 4, Feb. 16, Apr. 6; 
$3 per person
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
All skaters are required to wear a 
certified hockey helmet.
Parent & Tots	
Tues & Thurs: 11pm - 12pm
Excluding:  Feb. 3, Mar.17, Mar.19 

FREE SEWING 
CLASSES 

beginning Tuesday, 
February 17, 2026 and 
running for 10 weeks. 

Classes will be held from 
3-5pm at First Baptist 
Church, Thornbury. 
There is no charge. 

For information please call :  
Maryann @ 519 599 2680 or  

Pat @ 519 538 0020.  

519.599.2438 • www.graceunitedthornbury.ca

140 Bruce St. S. Thornbury

Grace United Church invites you to attend our 
Sunday Services @ 10:30 am. 

We will have Rev. Dr. Brian Goodings presiding. 
All are welcome and Sunday School 

is provided for children.

2026 Digital Resident Parking Permits and 
Friends and Family Parking Permits Now Available

The Town of The Blue Mountains would like to remind residents 
that 2026 digital parking permits are now available. Parking permits 
must be registered annually, and residents are required to re-
register their vehicle for the 2026 calendar year. Registration can be 
completed online through the Town’s website or in person at Town 
Hall during regular business hours. Proof of residency and vehicle 
ownership is required at the time of registration.

With a valid digital parking permit, residents may park for free at all 
municipally owned paid parking locations, including beaches, parks 
and trails. Please note that Town parking permits do not apply to 
privately owned paid parking lots.

New for 2026, the Town is excited to offer Friends and Family 
Parking Permits, allowing residents to register visiting guests for 
temporary digital parking permits. To purchase a Friends and Family 
Parking Permit, residents must create a household account through 
the Town’s online parking permit portal. A household account 
enables residents to register multiple household vehicles under a 
single account and easily manage temporary permits for visiting 
guests throughout the year. 

Each household is permitted up to 14 calendar days annually for 
Friends and Family Parking Permits, at a rate of $5 plus HST, per day. 
At the time of purchase, residents must provide the visitor’s licence 
plate number and the dates the permit will be used. Once registered, 
guest vehicles may enjoy the same benefits of a resident parking 
permit and park for free at any Town-owned paid parking location.

Residents who have already registered for a 2026 Resident Parking 
Permit are not required to re-register until 2027, as their permit 
remains valid. However, residents who have already registered for a 
2026 parking permit and wish to purchase Friends and Family Parking 
Permits will be required to create a household account through the 
Town’s website.

For more information on Parking Permits, including Friends and 
Family Parking Permits, please visit www.thebluemountains.ca/
parking-public-transit.

For more information, please contact: 
By-Law Enforcement
(519) 599-3131 ext. 249



Barb Blaser
Broker

Janet Nielsen
Realtor&

519-599-6134
info@HomesInGeorgianBay.com

HomesInGeorgianBay

Neighbours Helping 
Neighbours Move Forward

Grey County Highlights Local Response To 
Growing Homelessness Challenge

Grey County is highlighting new data from the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) and the Ontario Municipal Social 
Services Association (OMSSA) on homelessness in Ontario and the 
local efforts underway to address the challenge.

The full AMO report, Municipalities Under Pressure One Year 
Later: An Update on the Human and Financial Cost of Ontario’s 
Homelessness Crisis, is available at amo.on.ca

Nearly 85,000 Ontarians experienced homelessness in 2025, up 
eight per cent from 2024 and 50 per cent since 2021.

In Grey County over the last year, 143 households moved into 
housing opportunities, 68 returned from housing into homelessness, 
and 151 individuals were newly identified as homeless, including 30 
youth. With this movement, the By-Name List showed 155 active 
households at the end of 2025, a slight decrease from the previous 
year. Though rural homelessness across the province grew by more 
than 30 per cent last year, Grey County has remained relatively stable.

Grey County has been working collaboratively with partners 
including the Canadian Mental Health Association Grey Bruce, 
Brightshores Health System, United Way of Bruce Grey, OSHaRE, Grey 
Bruce Public Health, Safe ‘N Sound and others to provide coordinated 
support and housing solutions.

“Our community partners are doing incredible work to support 
people experiencing homelessness,” said Grey County Warden 
Andrea Matrosovs. “We’ve made real progress locally, but addressing 
the root causes will require collaboration between all levels of 
government.”

The Supportive Outreach Services (SOS) program in Grey County 
has provided over 12,000 services to community members who are 
unhoused or insecurely housed since launching in 2021. SOS was 
recently featured at the national State of Canada’s Cities Summit in 
Ottawa as a model for collaborative community care.

Grey County also directly operates short-term emergency 
housing, which has supported over 375 households and helped 
176 households transition to permanent housing in the past year. 
However, demand for affordable housing continues to grow. The 
County’s affordable housing waitlist has grown from 2,230 in 2024 to 
2,545 in 2025 - a 12 per cent increase compared to four per cent the 
previous year.

Without significant intervention, AMO projects that homelessness 
in Ontario could double by 2035. The association is recommending 
long-term investments in affordable housing, mental health 
and addictions services, and income supports, along with better 
coordination between all levels of government to maximize impact.



FFeerrgguussoonn  FFuunneerraall  HHoommee  IInncc..
Providing Cremation services, Memorial Celebrations &

Traditional Funeral Services to meet your nancial means. 
Prearrangement Consultations without cost or obligation. 

48 Boucher St E., Meaford 519-538-1320
www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Grey County Receives Age-Friendly 
Community Recognition

Grey County is proud to be recognized by the Ontario Government 
as an age-friendly community. Grey County was one of multiple 
communities presented with the designation at a special ceremony 
hosted by the Ontario Ministry for Seniors and Accessibility on 
Sunday, January 18 at the Sheraton Centre in Toronto. 

Grey County Warden Andrea Matrosovs attended the ceremony 
which coincided with the annual ROMA conference.

“We are incredibly proud to be recognized as an age-friendly 
community. Grey County has a clear vision of being a safe, healthy, 
and supportive place for people of all ages, and this recognition 
affirms that commitment. Whether someone is eight or 80, we want 
them to thrive, feel connected, and be happy to call Grey County 
home,” said Warden Matrosovs.

Grey County is part of the Ontario Age-Friendly Communities 
Network and a member of the World Health Organization’s Global 
Age-Friendly Network. In addition to hosting the Grey County 
Age-Friendly Communities Committee, Grey County leads the 
administration of the local Joint Municipal Accessibility Advisory 
Committee.

Grey County launched its first Age-Friendly Communities Strategy 
and Action Plan in 2021 and continues to implement the action 
plan. A progress report on the action plan will be presented to Grey 
County Council later this year. The plan focuses on eight dimensions 
of an age-friendly community to support residents of all ages and 
helps create livable communities.

Grey County also extends congratulations to the Town of Hanover 
who was also recognized at the ceremony.



Together, let’s make every day, a better day, in Simcoe-Grey!

My team and I 
can help you with:
CONGRATULATORY CERTIFICATES

ONTARIO DOCUMENTS: 
Birth or Marriage certificate,  
Health card, Driver’s licence

ASSISTANCE WITH  
PROVINCIAL PROGRAMS: 
ODSP, OW, WSIB, OSAP and more

BRIAN  
SAUNDERSON
MPP, Simcoe-Grey

Alliston Office  
180 Parsons Road, Unit 28,  

Alliston ON L9R 1E8 
(705) 435-4087 

Stayner Office  
7317 Hwy 26, 

Stayner ON L0M 1S0  
(705) 428-2134

Connect With Me: 
 Brian.Saunderson@pc.ola.org 
 www.briansaundersonmpp.ca

 MPPSimcoeGrey 
 BrianSaunderson 

 BrianSaundersonPC

AMO Hosting Free 
Workshop Series for Youth 
Considering Running for 
Municipal Office

The Town of The Blue Mountains is sharing this release on behalf of 
the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) in advance of the 
upcoming 2026 Municipal Elections. 

If you are a young person interested in running for municipal 
council in October 2026, we have a workshop for you! 

The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) is offering a 
series of workshops for young people thinking about running for 
municipal office in the October 2026 elections.

These sessions will provide insights and strategies to build your 
understanding and confidence around how to become a candidate 
and running a campaign.

Facilitated by three current municipal leaders, Natasha Salonen 
- Mayor of the Township of Wilmot, Cam Wales - Councillor, City of 
Brockville and Aidan Kallioinen - Councillor, Town of Espanola, you 
will gain firsthand insight into:

What to expect running as a candidate and as young person 
•	 Critical strategies for successfully campaigning for municipal office
•	 Understand what it takes to become a candidate
•	 Strategies for engagement including communication
•	 And more! 

Dates:
Wednesday, February 18, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 11, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15, 6:30 p.m. -8:00 p.m.
Registration: FREE
For more information, visit the AMO website. 

https://www.amo.on.ca/information-session-youth-considering-
running-municipal-office
Please email events@amo.on.ca with any questions.



(519) 599-3131

32 Mill St. Thornbury, ON

Subscribe for Updates: www.thebluemountains.ca/subscribe

www.thebluemountains.ca

info@thebluemountains.ca

TOWN NEWS & NOTICES

Date of this Notice: December 19, 2025

Tuesday, February 10, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.
Hybrid Format: In-Person AND Virtual/Online
Town Hall, Council Chambers 
32 Mill Street, Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0

What is being proposed?
Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains, in response to a request 
by the Beaver River Trail Working Group has expressed interest in 
stopping up and closing a portion of Alice Street, Russell Street and 
Arthur Street and converting the lands into a permanent public park.

The proposal includes the creation of a parcel of land to be owned by 
the Town for park purposes, and to consider a Zoning By-law 
Amendment application to place the lands into the Open Space ‘OS’ 
zone in order to recognize and permit the proposed park use.
More information can be found at: 
www.thebluemountains.ca/PBS25062   

Where do I find more 
information?
Additional 
information regarding 
this proposal is 
available for viewing 
at the Planning 
Services Department 
located at, Town Hall 
during regular office 
hours Monday to 
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. or contact 
the planner for this 
file. 

When will a decision be made?
It is important to note that a decision on this topic has NOT been 
made at this point and will NOT be made at this Public Meeting. After 
reviewing the comments from the public, Staff will bring its 
recommendations on this project to a future council meeting.

What happens at the Public Meeting?
The Public Meeting is your chance to hear more about the 
proposal and make your views about it known. Any person or 
agency may provide comments on this matter in writing or 
verbally at the Public Meeting.

Comments at the Public Meeting assist the Town and Council in 
their decision-making process, so be sure to have your say!

How do I submit my comments?
Written Comments – You are encouraged to provide your 
comments or questions in writing using email or regular letter 
mail to the Town Clerk. Written comments received by Friday 
February 6, 2026, will be read by the Town Clerk at the Public 
Meeting for the benefit of everyone in attendance and will be 
included in the record of the Public Meeting. 

Comments can also be faxed to (519) 599-7723 or emailed 
townclerk@thebluemountains.ca. 

Any submitted comments become part of the public record, 
including names and addresses. 

Verbal Comments – This Public Meeting is a hybrid meeting, 
allowing the public to attend the meeting in person or virtually. 
Those that wish to make verbal comments virtually are 
required to pre-register with the Town Clerk, no later than five 
business days in advance of the Public Meeting, by 4:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday February 3, 2026. 

Anyone wishing to provide their verbal comments in person at 
the Public Meeting, can attend the Town Hall, Council Chambers.

Want to be notified of a decision?
You must make a request in writing to the Town Clerk if you 
would like to be notified of a decision on this proposal to:

Corrina Giles, Town Clerk
Town Hall, 32 Mill Street, Thornbury, ON
Fax: (519) 599-7723 
Email: townclerk@thebluemountains.ca

Under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001 and in accordance with Ontario's Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA), all information provided 
for, or at a Public Meeting, Public Consultation, or other Public Process are considered part of the public record, including resident deputations. This information may be posted on the 
Town’s website. and/or made available to the public upon request. This document can be made available in other accessible formats as soon as practicable and upon request.

Notice of Public Meeting: Stop Up & Close Portion of Alice Street, Russell Street and 
Arthur Street - Unopened Road Allowance 

Questions? Want more information? Ask a Staff Member!
Shawn Postma, Planning and Development Services, Phone: (519) 599-3131 ext. 248; Email: planning@thebluemountains.ca   

Key Map 
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Development Notice

Town File #: P3553
Applicant: Town of The Blue Mountains

Portion of Alice Street, 
Russell Street and Arthur 

Street (Thornbury)

Email
planning@thebluemountains.ca

Phone
(519) 599-3131 ext. 263

Online
thebluemountains.ca/BeaverRiverTrail

Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains, in response to a 
request by the Beaver River Trail Working Group, has 
expressed interest in stopping up and closing a portion of 
Alice Street, Russell Street and Arthur Street and converting 
the lands into a permanent public park.  
The pThe proposal includes the creation of a parcel of land to be 
owned by the Town for park purposes, and to consider a 
Zoning By-law Amendment application to place the lands into 
the Open Space ‘OS’ zone in order to recognize and permit 
the proposed park use.

A hybrid Public Meeting has been scheduled at
Town Hall and virtually on February 10, 2026 at 9:30 a.m.
Register by phone at: (519) 599-3131 ext. 232
or by email at: townclerk@thebluemountains.ca

For more information about this matter, including 
information about preserving your appeal rights, 

contact the Town of The Blue Mountains.





EVENT IN SUPPORT OF TOMORROW’S HOSPITAL 
The CGMH Foundation is excited to highlight the upcoming event that gives the community an opportunity to come together in support of 
Tomorrow’s Hospital. Proceeds from this event will contribute to the Foundation’s $100+ million campaign to build a new, state-of-the-art 
facility for South Georgian Bay. Backspin will perform live at Side Launch Brewing Company on Friday, Feb. 20, at 7:30pm. Guests can enjoy craft 
beer from the cash bar and bites from Mamacita Tacoria’s food truck. Tickets are $25 per person, must be purchased in advance, and the event 
is open to all ages. For tickets visit cgmhf.com/events. on.ca   705-444-8645   



OPEN ALL WINTER!  
Thursday to Sunday 11am to 5pm

Join us for tastings, pairings or lunch! 
SATURDAYS UNCORKED with Live Music 

Jan 24 – Mar 21 2 to 5pm
For Reservations and Menu visit www.georgianhillsvineyards.ca

REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPY
Now Accepting New Clients!

Ÿ Anxiety & Depression
Ÿ Sleep issues & fatigue
Ÿ Headaches & jaw tension (TMJ)
Ÿ Digestive concerns
Ÿ Injury recovery & post-surgery care
Ÿ Chronic pain, inflammation & stiffness
Ÿ Scar tissue, nerve pain, and more

Book Your Appointment Online at 

jenniferabbottsrmt.com

The Blue Mountains Community Health Centre 78 King St. E., Thornbury

or Inner Worx Unit 2, 53 Arthur St. W., Thornbury

Massage can support a wide 
range of conditions and 
wellness goals, including:


