
Proposed Locations 
for New Welcome 
Signs
1. Highway 26 – West 
Entrance

This location is considered 
the highest priority along 
with the Highway 26 – 
East Entrance as it sits 
on a provincial highway 
that receives high traffic. 
This location is at the intersection of Highway 26 and The Blue 
Mountains Meaford Townline.

2. Highway 26 – East Entrance

This location receives a high amount of traffic coming from 
Collingwood on the provincial highway. There are currently  
provincial signs listing “Welcome to Grey County”, “Town of The 
Blue Mountains Population 7,500” and “Craigleith”, but no Town 
signage welcoming the public to the Town of The Blue Mountains. It 
is proposed that this location would be based in the same location 
as the Town of The Blue Mountains population sign in accordance 
with MTO guidelines. This location is on the north side of Highway 
26 between Timmons Street and Long Point Road.

3. Grey Road 2 – South Entrance

This sign is located at the southern entrance of The Blue Mountains 
on Grey Road 2. The current sign is beginning to show signs of 
deterioration and uses old Town branding. 

4. Grey Road 19/Mountain Road – East Entrance

There is currently a “The Blue Mountains, A Proud Part of Grey 
County” sign at this location. This is a high traffic corridor into The 
Blue Mountains from Collingwood. While this sign is a priority based 
on location, there are plans to convert the intersection at Grey 
Road 19 and Grey Road 21 into a roundabout. It is recommended 
that the installation of the Gateway sign takes place following the 
construction to ensure the sign does not have to be moved or 
reinstalled. The proposed location would be on the north side of 
Grey Road 19 between Grey Road 21 and Crosswinds Boulevard.
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Notice of Community Engagement Session - 
Thornbury-Clarksburg Union Cemetery 
Green Burial Area

The Town of The Blue Mountains is holding a Community 
Engagement Session to introduce a project which will see the 
creation of a Green Burial Area at the Thornbury-Clarksburg Union 
Cemetery, as identified through The Town’s Cemetery Master Plan. 
Council approved the Cemetery Master Plan in November 2023. 
Council gave direction at the time to prioritize the Green Burial Area 
in the workplan. 

This project will include a concept design update and detailed 
design to support implementation of the new cemetery section 
aligned with the Arc Concept identified in the Cemetery Master 
Plan. Development of the Green Burial Area is proposed to include 
gathering spaces, sustainable planting buffers and communal 
memorial features.

All those interested in the project are invited to attend the 
Community Engagement Session. The event will include a 
presentation and Q&A session. The meetings will be recorded and 
posted to the project page for anyone unable to attend in person. 

Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2026 
Time: 1-3 p.m. and 5-7 p.m. 
Location: Town Hall, 32 Mill Street, Thornbury

Welcome to

The Town of

The Blue MountainsThe Blue M

Ontario Supporting 2025 Ice Storm Recovery 
in The Blue Mountains
Funding will help recover emergency response and clean up costs 

Today, Brian Saunderson, Member of Provincial Parliament for the 
riding of Simcoe-Grey announced that to protect Ontario and keep 
communities safe, the government is providing up to $48,000 for ice 
storm assistance in the The Blue Mountains. The funding is part of 
Ontario’s $90 million Municipal Ice Storm Assistance program, and 
will help cover clean-up and emergency response costs due to a 
severe winter weather event on March 28, 2025.

“Communities across the region were significantly impacted 
by the ice storm in March 2025,” said Brian Saunderson, MPP for 
Simcoe-Grey. “This important provincial funding will help address 
the substantial costs associated with the storm response and the 
extensive clean-up that followed. I want to thank municipal staff, 
along with hydro crews, first responders, and volunteers, whose 
dedication helped The Blue Mountains through a very challenging 
time.”

The March 28, 2025 storm resulted in widespread damage, leaving 

nearly 400,000 homes and businesses without power across central 
and eastern Ontario. In parts of the Town of the Blue Mountains, 
the storm caused extensive tree damage, downed hydro lines and 
prolonged power outages.

“Our government will always protect Ontario, especially in times 
of need,” said Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 
“The relief being announced today will safeguard local jobs and help 
the Town of the Blue Mountains rebuild – stronger than ever.”

In June 2025, the Ontario government launched the Municipal 
Ice Storm Assistance program and Business Ice Storm Assistance 
program to help communities impacted by the storm.

“We are grateful to the Province of Ontario for this support 
through the Municipal Ice Storm Assistance Program. This funding 
will help offset the costs our community faced in responding to 
and recovering from the 2025 ice storm. On behalf of Council, our 
residents and our businesses, I want to thank MPP Saunderson and 
the Province for their commitment to supporting communities like 
The Blue Mountains in times of need, and I want to thank all of our 
staff and first responders who went above and beyond in responding 
to this storm last March.”



INDOOR WALKING
Beaver Valley Community 

Centre, Thornbury
Mon. and Thurs. from 9-11am
no pre-registration and no fee.  

Walking with poles with 
rubber feet and walkers allowed.

E-NEWSLETTER  - Use the subscribe form on our website to receive the 
weekly E-newsletter. www.bluemountainsreview.ca
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER This edition is mailed to residents in The Blue 
Mountains the first week of each month
DONATE  - by e-transfer to info@visitblue.ca or by cheque to Riverside 
Press, Box 245, Clarksburg,  N0H 1J0 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We ask that letters be no longer than 250 
words, and adhere to standards of fairness, accuracy, legality and civility. 
Beyond that, we select letters on the basis of timeliness, relevance and 
diversity and reserve the right to not publish.
ARTICLES are from media releases or those that are submitted 
acknowledge the author. 
Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press. Your events, stories and 
photos of interest to our community can be emailed to info@visitblue.ca 
for inclusion in the newsletter by each Friday. Advertising rates available 
on the website or call 519-599-3345

BID EUCHRE
Wednesday & Thursday, 

12:50-3:30pm 
$1 per day, Small Hall 

Beaver Valley Community Centre 
Lessons Available - 
Bev 705-507-0563

DROP-IN BRIDGE
Monday 1-3pm; $2 p/p; 

St. George’s Anglican Church, 
Clarksburg

St. James’ Fairmount 
Anglican Church

196759 Grey Rd 7, Meaford 
corner of Grey Rd 7 & Grey Rd 40

1st & 3rd Sunday 9am 

Holy Eucharist BCP
2nd & 4th Sunday 9am 

Morning Prayer BCP
5th Sunday 4pm Evensong BCP 

Rector Jeff Kischak
519-770-7979

stjamesfairmount.ca

Waste Collection
Operations staff have provided 
additional reminders regarding 
collection:
• Weekly bag limit: the first 

garbage bag is free, the 
second bag requires one tag, 
and the third bag requires two 
tags. Each tag costs $5.00. 

• If you are placing your bins 
out the night before collection 
day, they must be placed at 
the curb after 7:00 p.m.

• All garbage, organics and 
recycling must be on the 
curbside by 7:00 a.m. on your 
collection day.

• The cardboard is to be 
flattened, cut into 18" x 24" 
pieces and placed next to your 
recycle boxes.

• Ensure the Full/Empty tab is 
tethered to your stationary 
waste box and fully visible to 
the collection crew.

Landfill and Recycling Depot 
Hours: 
Monday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Friday, Sunday: 
Closed
Address: 788090 Grey Road 13, 
south of Grey Road 40
Phone: (519) 599-3131 ext. 490

The Landfill & Recycling Depot 
will be closed on all statutory 
holidays and Remembrance Day.

FRIDAY LUNCHES
Drop in for a hot 
bowl of soup or 
chili, bread roll, 
dessert for $10,  
Friday at Noon 
through March.

VETERANS’ COFFEE/LUNCH
Starting on Thursday March 19th from 11.00am, 
Branch 281 will host a coffee/lunch, monthly, free 
of charge, for veterans. All veterans are welcome, 
whether or not you are a Legion member. Come 
out for a chat and comradeship. 

202 Marsh St., Clarksburg



Grey Sauble Conservation 
Responds to Province’s 
Proposed Consolidation of 
Conservation Authorities

On March 10, 2026, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks announced that it intends to consolidate Ontario’s 36 
conservation authorities into 9 regional conservation authorities. 
Under this proposal, Grey Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA) 
would be merged with Saugeen Valley, Maitland Valley, Ausable 
Bayfield, Nottawasaga Valley, and Lake Simcoe Region conservation 
authorities to form the Lake Huron Regional Conservation Authority, 
extending from Lake Simcoe to approximately Port Franks.

The Province has stated that the proposed consolidation is 
intended to address concerns related to consistency, administrative 
duplication, outdated data systems, and limited transparency across 
conservation authorities. GSCA maintains that these concerns are 
being overstated and relate primarily to elements of the planning 
and development review process and do not reflect the full range of 
services delivered by conservation authorities, including watershed 
management, natural hazard mitigation, source water protection, 
land stewardship, and community programs.

“The Minister has stated that they’re listening to the concerns that 
were raised through the ERO process”, said Tim Lanthier, CAO of Grey 
Sauble Conservation Authority. “If this is true, we’re not convinced 
that the proposed changes address these concerns. Our previous 
concerns about the loss of the local rural voice, rural priorities and 
rural representation remain largely unaddressed, as do concerns 
regarding transition timelines. A cursory review of the submissions 
available on the ERO website suggest that the majority of comments 
were opposed to the proposed consolidation, suggesting that the 
Province use other tools instead.”

Under the proposal, governance would remain municipal using 
a representation by population model but shift from lower tier 
municipal representation to upper tier and single tier representation. 
For GSCA and Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority combined, this 
would mean representation through Grey County and Bruce County, 
moving from 26 elected officials representing the individual lower 
tier municipalities to likely one representative from each County. This 
also means that the high growth areas around Lake Simcoe would 
carry the bulk of the representation. The Province has also proposed 
the creation of Local Watershed Councils, although details regarding 
their role and authority have not yet been provided.

“Local knowledge and accountability are essential to effective 
watershed management,” said Scott Greig, Chair of the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority Board of Directors. “As this proposal moves 
forward, it will be important to ensure that local voices continue 
to play a meaningful role in protecting our watersheds and 
communities.”

The Province’s plan would reduce Ontario’s conservation authorities 
from 36 to 9 by early 2027. A transition steering committee consisting 
of conservation authority CAOs and one board member from each 
authority, led by a new Project Executive, would oversee the process, 
supported by the newly created Ontario Provincial Conservation 
Agency and $3 million in annual provincial funding. Conservation 
authority funding from the Province was cut by approximately $3.5 
million in 2019.

 Throughout the proposed transition period, GSCA will continue 
to deliver its programs and services without interruption and 
will work constructively with the Province, Conservation Ontario, 
partner conservation authorities, and municipal partners as more 
information becomes available. Provincial amendments to the 
Conservation Authorities Act are expected to be introduced in the 
coming weeks, and GSCA will keep municipalities and the public 
informed as the process develops.

Barb Blaser
Broker

Janet Nielsen
Realtor&

519-599-6134
info@HomesInGeorgianBay.com

HomesInGeorgianBay

Neighbours Helping
Neighbours Move Forward



Grey County Committee of the 

Whole Meeting, March 12
Council discussed a notice of motion from Councillor McQueen 

about municipal insurance. Council directed staff to prepare a 
report exploring potential cost savings and efficiencies of shared 
and joint RFP processes. A report will be prepared for a future Joint 
Municipal Services Committee meeting.

Dillon Consulting presented an update on the Regional Transit 
Study and public engagement efforts. Grey, Bruce, Dufferin and 
Wellington counties, together with SMART Transit, are undertaking 
this study to determine the feasibility of a regional transit network. 
More than 3,700 survey responses were received during phase one of 
engagement and work is ongoing to analyze data and identify transit 
solutions for the councils to consider. The presentation highlighted 
conceptual inter-community corridors and on-demand service 
considerations, transit priorities, governance models and measures 
for success. A second round of public engagement will begin later 
this month and another report will be presented to Council in the 
spring.  

Council awarded the tender for the construction of the 
transportation “Patrol D” depot in Ceylon for a cost of $7.5 million 
to Domm Construction Ltd. The depot will be the hub for operations 
in southeastern Grey County which is currently being served out of a 
rented facility in Flesherton. The project came in above budget and 
council asked staff to discuss potential cost saving measures with the 
contractor prior to construction. 

Council received the annual paramedic services response time 
report. Paramedics met or exceeded all response time targets, 
except for CTAS-1 and CTAS-2 categories which fell short by less than 
2% of the targets. Response time targets are set by urgency of the 
call, with sudden cardiac arrest calls being most urgent and requiring 
the shortest response time. The report also showed a 9% increase in 
calls compared to 2024. New bases are planned for Feversham (2026) 
Ayton (2027), Thornbury (2027) and Cobble Beach (2028) to enhance 
response times as call volumes grow. 

Build Canada Homes (BCH) is a new federal agency that will help 
build and finance affordable housing at scale. Staff presented an 
information report with details on the program, types of investment, 
eligibility and how proposals will be assessed. Staff also proposed 
Grey County be the lead organization in organizing and applying for 
funding for multiple projects in collaboration with local community 
housing partners. 

Staff provided a summary of the minutes of the March 6 
Agricultural Advisory Committee meeting. The committee heard 
a delegation from the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, 
discussed the impacts of renewable energy on farmland, and 
received a report on the forest management by-law and nuisance 
beaver and coyote by-law updates.  



Planning a Tax-Efficient Retirement

Supporting the future you want

• More after-tax income from your savings

• Coordinating government benefits with 

personal withdrawals

• Simple strategies retirees often overlook

Hosted by:

Fraser Willson, CFP®, CIM® | 
Senior Wealth Advisor
Senior Wealth Advisor,  

CIBC Wood Gundy

Guest speaker:

Cherie Chen, CFP, TEP,  
CLU, LL.M
Director, Tax and Estate Planning 

at Mackenzie

March 25, 2026 
2:00 p.m.
Location: Virtual

Please RSVP to 
fraser.willson@cibc.com 
for the meeting link.

CIBC Private Wealth consists of services provided by CIBC and certain of its subsidiaries, including CIBC Wood Gundy, a division of CIBC World Markets Inc. The CIBC logo and “CIBC Private Wealth” are trademarks of 

CIBC, used under license. “Wood Gundy” is a registered trademark of CIBC World Markets Inc. Clients are advised to seek advice regarding their particular circumstances from their personal tax and legal advisors. If you 

are currently a CIBC Wood Gundy client, please contact your Investment Advisor. Paid for/Sponsored in part by Mackenzie Investments.

March 25, 2026 
2:00 p.m.
Location: Virtual

Please RSVP to 
fraser.willson@cibc.com 
for the meeting link.

Connecting Job Seekers, Employers, 
and Community

Employment help for job seekers and employers in Bruce, Grey, 
Huron, and Perth Counties.

https://employmentbghs.ca
(519) 881-1291



OPEN ALL WINTER! 
Thursday to Sunday 11am to 5pm

Join us for tastings, pairings or lunch! 
SATURDAYS UNCORKED with Live Music 

ar 21  2 to 5pm
For Reservations and Menu visit www.georgianhillsvineyards.ca

www.surveymonkey.com/r/BZ3ZQZ7

Grey County Reports 2025 Paramedic Response Times
Grey County paramedics continued to meet or exceed response 

targets for the majority of calls in 2025. The annual response time 
report was presented to Grey County Council on March 12 and 
showed consistent results compared to 2024 numbers, despite 
a nearly 9% increase in total calls. Targets were met in all but two 
response categories.

Each year, Grey County sets target times for responding to 
emergency calls. These targets vary based on the severity of the call. 
Targets are reviewed every year and are reported to the Ministry of 
Health each spring. There are six categories of calls. Sudden cardiac 
arrest (SCA) calls are most urgent and have a response target of six 
minutes or less.  The remaining five levels are based on the Canadian 
Triage and Acuity Scale (CTAS). This scale assesses the patient’s 
immediate need from care. These range from CTAS 1 calls, which 
require resuscitation and are life threatening, such as cardiac arrests 
or major trauma, to CTAS 5 calls, which are less urgent conditions that 
could be referred to other areas of the healthcare system, such as a 
small wound requiring stitches or a dressing change. The target for a 
CTAS 1 call is eight minutes sixty percent of the time, 15 minutes for a 
CTAS 2 call 90 percent of the time, and up to 20 minutes for CTAS 3-5 
90 percent of the time.

In 2025, Grey County exceeded targets for SCA calls and CTAS 3-5. 
CTAS 1 targets were achieved in 58.65% of calls (target 60%) and 
CTAS 2 targets were achieved in 88.78% of calls (target 90%).

Grey County paramedics cover an area of 4,500 square kilometres. 
The location of a call and the nearest paramedic station or available 
ambulance impact response times. A comprehensive review was 
completed in 2023 providing projections for where call volumes are 
expected to rise and where more resources should be deployed. This 
review will be updated in 2026 to confirm it still reflects the needs 
of the County. In the coming years, Grey County plans to construct 
four additional bases in Feversham (2026), Ayton (2027), Thornbury 
(2027) and Cobble Beach (2028).

Full response time results are available on the Committee of the 
Whole report on the Grey County website, www.grey.ca. More 
information about Paramedic Services can be found on the Grey 
County website at http://www.grey.ca/paramedic-services.



Together, let’s make every day, a better day, in Simcoe-Grey!

My team and I 
can help you with:
CONGRATULATORY CERTIFICATES

ONTARIO DOCUMENTS:
Birth or Marriage certificate, 
Health card, Driver’s licence

ASSISTANCE WITH 
PROVINCIAL PROGRAMS:
ODSP, OW, WSIB, OSAP and more

BRIAN 
SAUNDERSON
MPP, Simcoe-Grey

Alliston Office 
180 Parsons Road, Unit 28, 

Alliston ON L9R 1E8
(705) 435-4087 

Stayner Office 
7317 Hwy 26,

Stayner ON L0M 1S0 
(705) 428-2134

Connect With Me: 
 Brian.Saunderson@pc.ola.org 
 www.briansaundersonmpp.ca

 MPPSimcoeGrey 
 BrianSaunderson 

 BrianSaundersonPC

Visit our website to learn more about the 
projects and organizations that are eligible 

to request up to $5,000 in grant support! 
Applications are open with a deadline of 

April 15th, 2026. Have a question? Our Grants 
Coordinator, Kristy Andre, would be happy to 

speak with you! Call her today at 519-371-7203.
www.communityfoundationgreybruce.com



For the Love of the Valley: 
Paul Woolner Concert to Support Escarpment Corridor Alliance 

A special evening of music, community, and conservation will take 
place on Saturday, April 11 at the Marsh Street Centre in Clarksburg, 
as local singer-songwriter Paul Woolner presents For the Love of the 
Valley, a concert in support of the Escarpment Corridor Alliance (ECA). 

The event will feature the first full performance of Woolner’s 
upcoming album Memory Like Water, offering audiences an early 
listen to the complete record before its official release. Accompanied 
by an exceptional group of local musicians, Woolner will perform the 
album front-to-back, sharing the stories behind the songs and the 
landscapes that inspired them. The evening is dedicated to raising 
awareness and support for the Escarpment Corridor Alliance, a local 
organization working to protect and connect natural habitats along 
the South Georgian Bay stretch of the Niagara Escarpment. Through 
conservation partnerships, land stewardship, and community 
engagement, the ECA is helping safeguard the ecological integrity of 
the Escarpment corridor, ensuring the forests, wetlands, waterways, 
and wildlife of the region remain protected for future generations. 

During the evening, representatives from the ECA will offer a 
brief community update, sharing insights into current conservation 
initiatives and the ongoing work to preserve one of Ontario’s most 
treasured natural regions. 

Following the concert, the night will continue with a lively after-
party performance by Easy Tiger, delivering a groove-driven set of 
danceable favourites to close out the celebration. 

Date: Saturday, April 11th Time: Doors at 6:30pm, show at 7:30pm 

Location: Marsh Street Centre, Clarksburg

Tickets: www.marshstreetcentre.com

For information about the Escarpment Corridor Alliance and its 
work protecting the Niagara Escarpment landscape, visit:
https://myescarpment.ca/  

For information about Paul Woolner, visit: //www.paulwoolner.ca/ 
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south of Delphi Lane.

The property north of Delphi Lane is currently zoned 

scan the QR code above.

or scan the QR code above.

The e o tai s
5 a Wate e o t

In accordance with Ontario Regula on
please be advised that the Annual Water Report prepared for the

lue Mountains Drinking Water System is
available for viewing at Town all

or by visi ng www.thebluemountains.ca

Rob ilchrist Water Supervisor
Thornbury Water Treatment Plant
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rural area and hamlets where agricultural uses are currently not 

public interest in doing so as part of a movement toward 

outstanding local senior in each municipality in Ontario to 

•
• A resident of Ontario 
•

place to live
•

Seniors who qualify for this award may have contributed to any 

•
•
• Details on why the Nominee should be considered for the 

Mountains

and the nominee selected will be presented with the Ontario 

 townclerk@thebluemountains.ca



Notice of Community Engagement Session 
The Town of The Blue Mountains is holding a Community 
Engagement Session to introduce a project which will see the 
creation of a Green Burial Area at the Thornbury-Clarksburg 
Union Cemetery. All those interested in the project are invited 
to attend the Community Engagement Session. The event will 
include a presentation and Q&A session. The meetings will be 
recorded and posted to the project page for anyone unable to 
attend in person. 

Tuesday, March 24, 1-3 p.m. and 5-7 p.m. 
Town Hall, 32 Mill St., Thornbury



$10/participant. Ages 16 and up. Very small class size.
Registration required - Register online

www.thebluemountainslibrary.ca



24 hour team
relay challenge 

March 27-29, 2026

24HBLUEMTN.CA

IN SUPPORT OF

It’s 
all 
about
giving
back





Beaver Valley Community Centre 
Wednesday, April 22nd 

4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. Volunteer Fair 
5:30 p.m. Volunteer Recognition Awards 




