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Online Portal Speeds Access To Well Water Test 
Results For Grey-Bruce Residents

Public Health Ontario has rolled out a new Online Water Testing 
Portal, which provides Grey-Bruce households on wells and other 
private drinking water systems a faster, more streamlined option for 
accessing water-testing results.

By using the portal, residents can submit sample information and 
receive results online within two to four business days, rather than 
having to fill out and send in a paper form and wait for the results to 
arrive by mail.

“Grey Bruce Public Health is pleased to support the local uptake 
of the Online Water Testing Portal. This electronic option aims to 
improve turnaround times for people using Public Health Ontario’s 
complimentary well water testing program and reduce manual 
submission errors, which can lead to rejected samples,” says Andrew 
Barton, Senior Public Health Manager at Grey Bruce Public Health.

GBPH collaborates with Public Health Ontario (PHO) and local 
municipalities to offer the well water testing program in Grey-Bruce.

Residents can pick up water sample collection kits and drop off 
samples at 14 locations throughout the area.

Samples dropped off at the Owen Sound and Walkerton locations 
are transported each weekday to a PHO laboratory for testing.

100+ Women Who Care Receives $17,712 in Tim 
Hortons Smile Cookie Campaign Proceeds

100+ Women Who Care South Georgian Triangle has received 
$17,712.38 from the Tim Hortons Smile Cookie Campaign, made 
possible by participating Tim Hortons restaurants in Wasaga Beach 
and the generosity of community members, volunteers, and 
supporters.

The funds will support the chapter’s operational needs for the 
next three years, helping ensure that 100% of member donations 
continue to flow directly to local charities.

In keeping with the chapter’s commitment to community impact, 
$10,000 will be shared among member-nominated, vetted charities 
serving Wasaga Beach. The recipients and funding allocations will 
be announced at the chapter’s upcoming meeting on Wednesday, 
September 23.

“This campaign was a wonderful example of what can happen 

when local businesses, volunteers, and community members come 
together,” said Pamela Campbell, steering committee member with 
100+ Women Who Care South Georgian Triangle. “We are deeply 
grateful to our Tim Hortons partners and to everyone who purchased 
a Smile Cookie or volunteered during the campaign. These funds will 
strengthen the future of our chapter while extending our impact in 
Wasaga Beach.”

Tim Hortons owners Sarah Collie, Jan Trude, and Kim Trude recently 
joined members of 100+ Women Who Care South Georgian Triangle 
in Collingwood to present the campaign proceeds and celebrate the 
community effort behind them.

The September 23 meeting will also launch the chapter’s 10th 
anniversary season of giving. Along with announcing the recipients 
of the Wasaga Beach funding, members will hear presentations from 
three local charities and vote to select one to receive a collective 
donation expected to exceed $20,000.

“As we celebrate 10 years of giving, we are reminded of the 
simple idea at the heart of our chapter: when women give together, 
individual contributions can make a significant difference,” said 
Campbell. “This meeting will celebrate what our members and 
community partners have made possible while beginning the next 
chapter of our collective impact.”

The meeting will take place at the Collingwood Legion on 
Wednesday, September 23, 2026. Registration and the mix and 
mingle begin at 6:30 p.m., followed by the meeting from 7:00 to 8:15 
p.m.

Members and women interested in learning more about the chapter 
are welcome to attend. Visit 100WomenSouthGeorgianTriangle.com 
for more information.
About 100+ Women Who Care South Georgian Triangle

100+ Women Who Care South Georgian Triangle brings women 
together to learn about local needs and create collective impact. 
At each member meeting, three nominated charities make brief 
presentations, members vote, and the selected charity receives the 
group’s combined donations. Since its founding, the chapter has 
supported charitable organizations serving communities throughout 
the South Georgian Triangle.

100WomenSouthGeorgianTriangle.com

A courier contracted by GBPH picks up samples from the other 
12 locations and then hands them over to the PHO courier for 
transportation to a laboratory. Samples are picked up on Wednesdays 
from the Bruce County locations and on Thursdays from the Grey 
County locations.

A schedule of water sample pick-up locations and times is available 
at the following link: https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/
Your-Environment/Safe-Water/Private-Drinking-Water

Samples must be tested within 48 hours of collection.
PHO tests samples taken from private water sources, such as 

wells, cisterns, or treated lake water, for the bacterial indicators of 
contamination, specifically E. coli and total coliforms, which can 
make people sick and can even be fatal.

GBPH recommends testing private drinking water sources at least 
three times a year, after any work is done to a well or water system, 
and after significant weather events, such as a fast thaw or severe 
rainstorm. 

Residents who use the new Online Water Testing Portal can 
enter their information and sample details into an electronic form. 
Once the test is completed, they can receive their water test report 
electronically through the portal.

The traditional paper form and mail option remains available.
For information visit publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/TestYourWater



TAI CHI FOR YOUR 
HEALTH

Canadian Tai Chi Academy
Beginner and 

Continuing Tai Chi 
Classes start
Wed. Oct 7th, 
6pm-8:30pm 

E-NEWSLETTER  - Use the subscribe form on our website to receive the 
weekly E-newsletter. www.bluemountainsreview.ca
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER This edition is mailed to residents in The Blue 
Mountains the first week of each month, 5500 copies
DONATE  - by e-transfer to info@visitblue.ca or by cheque to Riverside 
Press, Box 245, Clarksburg,  N0H 1J0 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We ask that letters be no longer than 250 
words, and adhere to standards of fairness, accuracy, legality and civility. 
Beyond that, we select letters on the basis of timeliness, relevance and 
diversity and reserve the right to not publish.
ARTICLES are from media releases or those that are submitted 
acknowledge the author. 
Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press. Your events, stories and 
photos of interest to our community can be emailed to info@visitblue.ca 
for inclusion in the newsletter by each Friday. Advertising rates available 
on the website or call 519-599-3345

BID EUCHRE
Wednesday & Thursday, 

12:50-3:30pm 
$1 per day, Small Hall 

Beaver Valley Community 
Centre 

Lessons Bev 705-507-0563

INDOOR WALKING
 Beaver Valley Community 

Centre, Thornbury
Mon. and Thurs. from 9-11am

no pre-registration and no fee.  
Walking with poles with 
rubber feet and walkers 

DROP-IN BRIDGE
Monday 1-3pm; $2 p/p; 

St. George’s Anglican Church, 
Clarksburg

196759 Grey Rd 7, Meaford 
corner of Grey Rd 7 & Grey Rd 40

1st & 3rd Sunday 9am 
Holy Eucharist BCP

2nd & 4th Sunday 9am 
Morning Prayer BCP

5th Sunday 4pm Evensong BCP 
Rector Jeff Kischak

519-770-7979
stjamesfairmount.ca

Waste Collection
•	 If you are placing your bins 

out the night before collection 
day, they must be placed at 
the curb after 7:00 p.m.

•	 All garbage, organics and 
recycling must be on the 
curbside by 7:00 a.m. on your 
collection day. 

Landfill and Recycling Depot 
Hours: 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Sat
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Wed, Fri, Sun: Closed
788090 Grey Road 13, 
Phone: (519) 599-3131 ext. 490
The Landfill & Recycling Depot 
will be closed on all statutory 
holidays and Remembrance Day.

For 2026, household battery 
collection will occur between 
August 31 and October 1.

St. James’ Fairmount
Anglican Church

Please join us as we celebrate Betty 
Osborne’s 90th Birthday! We will be 
hosting a “Come and Go” at The 
Marsh Street Centre in beautiful 
downtown Clarksburg. This event 
is on Sunday, September 27th from 
1:30 to 3:30pm. (Best wishes only) 
We look forward to seeing you there 
and helping us celebrate Mom!

Free Sewing Classes 
offered Tuesdays beginning September 22nd for 

12 weeks from  3-5pm at 
First Baptist Church, Thornbury. 
For more information please call 

Maryann at 519 599 2680 or Pat at 519 538 0020.

Beaver Valley Community 
School  (in the gym) 
For information call 

519-599-2780 
or email 

munden@bmts.com

2026 Open Fields Farm Tour Locations 
The Town of The Blue Mountains is pleased to announce the 

participating locations for the 4th Annual Open Fields Farm Tour, 
taking place on Saturday, September 26, 2026.

The Open Fields Farm Tour gives the public an opportunity to visit 
four local farms/producers to learn about modern farming practices, 
meet the individuals who have dedicated themselves to agriculture, 
and explore the process of bringing food from farm to table. This 
free, family-friendly event will run from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, September 26. 
The participating locations are:
Farmer’s Pantry, 788030 Grey County Rd 13, Thornbury
Enjoy old-fashioned fun at the Farmer’s Pantry. With a cedar maze, 
petting zoo, pick-your-own apples, and more, this location offers 
plenty of activities for the whole family. During the tour, visitors can 
meet the animals and explore the farm with Sarah and family.

Georgian Hills Vineyard & Ardiel Cider House
496350 Grey County Rd 2, Clarksburg
Visit Georgian Hills Vineyard & Ardiel Cider House for a guided look 
at the vineyard, cool-climate winemaking, the region’s apple history, 
and the cider-making process. After the tour, visitors can enjoy the 
atmosphere and explore tasting and retail opportunities.

Oaklane Orchards, 496445 Grey County Rd 2, Clarksburg
Oaklane Orchards is a family-owned and operated farm specializing 
in high-quality apples, pears and plums. Located in the heart of apple 
country, the farm features rolling hill views, a farm store and u-pick 
apples. During the tour, visitors will learn about the apple industry 
and the work involved in bringing apples from orchard to store 
shelves.

Valley Ridge Family Farm, 615852 3 Line, The Blue Mountains
Experience a true family farm operation at Valley Ridge Family Farm, 
a fully equipped equestrian centre and forage operation, alongside 
farm tours and summer camps. At Open Fields, join the McAllisters 
and meet the Clydesdale horses, donkeys, goats and more. Learn 
more about hay-making, animal care, and operations as you explore 
the farm.

“We have curated four great stops for this year’s tour,” said Mayor 
Andrea Matrosovs. “We want to thank our hosts for participating and 
welcoming the public as part of Open Fields. I hope everyone is looking 
forward to a day of exploration, education and entertainment.” 

Open Fields is a free, rain-or-shine event that is open to all members 
of the public. Visitors are encouraged to wear proper footwear for a 
day on the farm. 

For more information on Open Fields or to subscribe for updates, 
visit www.thebluemountains.ca/openfields 



Barb Blaser
Broker

Janet Nielsen
Realtor&

519-599-6134
info@HomesInGeorgianBay.com

HomesInGeorgianBay

Neighbours Helping 
Neighbours Move Forward

UPDATES TO PRIVATE DRINKING WATER TESTING 
DROP-OFF SCHEDULE

The Town of The Blue Mountains would like to advise residents 
of changes to the sample pick-up schedule for the Grey Bruce 
Public Health Unit's voluntary well water testing program.

Beginning in September, samples will be picked up weekly from 
Ravenna Hall at 10:00 a.m. each Thursday. The first day of the new 
pick-up schedule will be Thursday, September 3. Samples must 
be dropped off within 24 hours of the pick-up time. Ravenna Hall 
will be open for sample bottle pick-up or drop-off on Wednesdays 
from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Water testing is free and part of a 
complimentary program offered by Public Health Ontario for 
residents on wells and other private systems. For more information 
regarding private drinking water testing, please visit the Public 
Health Grey Bruce website. 

If you are connected to the Municipal Drinking Water supply and 
would like to have your drinking water tested, please contact the 
Water & Wastewater Division to arrange to have a sample collected.

Town of The Blue Mountains Announces 
Organizational Realignment to Support Service 
Delivery and Growth

The Town of The Blue Mountains is sharing the following message 
from Chief Administrative Officer Adam Smith:

As part of the Town’s commitment to service excellence, 
accountability and continuous improvement, several organizational 
realignments will be implemented. These changes are intended 
to better align responsibilities, strengthen collaboration and 
support the Town’s evolving operational, infrastructure and growth 
management needs.

The changes support the Town’s new Corporate Strategic Plan 
by aligning internal resources and responsibilities with the delivery 
of reliable municipal services, responsible growth and sound 
infrastructure.

Within the Operations Department, the delivery of water, 
wastewater, roads and drainage services will be more closely 
aligned with the teams responsible for the day-to-day operation, 
maintenance and renewal of these critical municipal assets. 
This structure will strengthen the focus on asset management, 
preventative maintenance and long-term operational planning to 
support reliable, sustainable service delivery.

The Town’s Planning & Building Services Department will be 
renamed Planning & Growth Management. The Engineering 
function within the department will have an expanded focus on 
development review, infrastructure planning and growth-related 
capital projects. The revised structure is intended to better connect 
development approvals with the implementation of infrastructure 
requirements to support both the Town’s current and future needs.
Additional changes to align corporate support functions with related 
operational areas include:

Fleet and Facilities shifting to Community Services bringing 
responsibility for municipal buildings, vehicles and related assets 
closer to the department that delivers and maintains many 
community-facing facilities and amenities. It aligns with the Strategic 
Plan’s objectives to create opportunities for active living, leisure and 
community building and ensure municipal infrastructure is reliable, 
resilient and meets community needs.

Information Technology will shift to Strategic Initiatives and 
better connect technology services with the Town’s broader work in 
corporate modernization, innovation, performance measurement 
and service improvement. This alignment will support more 
coordinated digital planning and implementation, helping the 
Town use data, digital tools and modern technology to improve 
internal efficiency, strengthen evidence-based decision-making 
and enhance the resident experience. The Corporate Strategic Plan 
identifies continuous improvement, transparent and evidence-
based governance and modernized performance measurement as 
key components of an effective and responsive organization.

Following recruitment of the new Director of Operations and 
Director of Planning and Growth Management, By-law Services 
will be realigned to Administration and report directly to the 
Chief Administrative Officer. This change supports the Corporate 
Strategic Plan’s priority of Accountable & Transparent Government 
by strengthening corporate oversight in the administration and 
enforcement of municipal by-laws.

Collectively, these changes are intended to support clearer 
accountability, strengthen cross-department collaboration, and 
position the Town to continue delivering effective services while 
supporting future growth, infrastructure investment, and community 
priorities.

For more information, contact:
Adam Smith
Chief Administrative Officer



Grey Roots To Close Temporarily For Roof Repairs
Grey Roots Museum & Archives will temporarily close to the public 

from September 15 to October 14, 2026, to accommodate a roof 
replacement. 

The closure will ensure the safety of visitors, staff and contractors 
while work is underway. During this period, the museum building, 
exhibits and public programming will not be accessible. 

Grey Roots will reopen to the public on October 15, 2026, and 
looks forward to welcoming visitors back to enjoy its exhibitions, 
collections and programs. 

For updates on the project and reopening details, visit greyroots.
com or follow Grey Roots on social media. 

Grey Roots Museum & Archives shares the unique stories of Grey 
County through programming, special events, and original and 
traveling exhibitions. greyroots.com

Grey County Hosting Long-Term Care Open 
Houses September 18

Grey County is inviting community members to visit one of its 
three long-term care homes on Friday, September 18 as part of Long-
Term Care Community Engagement Day, a province-wide initiative 
celebrating the important role long-term care plays in supporting 
residents, families and communities. 

Long-Term Care Community Engagement Day shines a spotlight 
on the essential role long-term care homes play in supporting 
families and communities. The day is an opportunity to increase 
public understanding of long-term care, celebrate the people who 
live, work and volunteer in homes, and welcome visitors to see 
firsthand how long-term care supports quality of life, connection and 
belonging for residents.

To protect the wellbeing of residents and team members, Grey 
County asks anyone feeling unwell or recovering from an illness not 
to visit the homes. Visitor screening will be in effect.

For questions about long-term care engagement day, please email 
communications@grey.ca or contact the homes by phone at: Grey 
Gables, 519-986-3010; Lee Manor, 519-371-5406; Rockwood Terrace, 
519-369-6035.
Event Details:

Grey Gables, 206 Toronto Street South, Markdale
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Lee Manor, 875 6th Street East, Owen Sound
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Rockwood Terrace. 575 Saddler Street East, Durham
1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Events will include information tables, refreshments, live 

entertainment, information on redevelopment, and more.



Building Stronger 
Communities Across 

Simcoe-Grey
$788 million in provincial  

investment since June 2022

Scan to explore  
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BRIAN  
SAUNDERSON
MPP - Simcoe-Grey

Ontario Launches Student and Family 
Support Offices in Simcoe-Grey

The Ontario government is expanding Student and Family Support 
Offices to all 72 school boards across the province, giving parents 
and families a clear, effective way to get help regarding their child’s 
education and find solutions faster. Today, Brian Saunderson, MPP for 
Simcoe-Grey, announced that all school boards in Simcoe-Grey now 
have Student and Family Support Offices in place, providing families 
with an additional way to get answers on broader community 
concerns, navigate complex issues and receive the information and 
support they need. This initiative is one more way the government 
is delivering on its broader plan to make school boards more 
accountable and focused on student success with a back-to-basics 
approach that strengthens student achievement and prepares them 
for rewarding careers.

Below is contact information for the Student and Family Support 
Offices in Simcoe-Grey, which can also be found on the school boards’ 
main webpages:

Bluewater District School Board
   Website: Student & Family Support Office
   Email: supportoffice@bwdsb.on.ca
MonAvenir Catholic School Board
   Website: Student & Family Assistance Office
   Phone: 1-833-626-9640
Simcoe County District School Board
   Website: Student & Family Support Office
   Email: supportoffice@scdsb.on.ca
Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board
   Website: Student & Family Support Office
   Email: supportoffice@smcdsb.on.ca
“Our schools and educators do excellent work every day supporting 

students and families in our communities,” said MPP Saunderson. 
“These new offices will provide parents with an additional resource 
when more complex concerns arise, helping families navigate the 
education system and get the support they need. I’m pleased to see 
this additional support now available across Simcoe-Grey.”

Student and Family Support Offices review concerns raised by 
parents to help address matters that need to be escalated following 
initial engagement with a child’s teacher and principal. As part of their 
mandate, these offices streamline the response process for families 
by acknowledging inquiries within two business days and aiming to 
provide an answer within five business days. School boards are also 
expected to ensure responses to parent inquiries are conducted in 
a clear manner that is easily understood by a parent and include 
relevant and accurate information that addresses the specific inquiry.

This will make the education system more responsive and accessible 
for families by ensuring existing resources can be directed to help 
students, parents and families navigate the education system and 
make sure their concerns are addressed. The Ministry of Education 
will collect information regularly from all 72 school boards to identify 
patterns and trends about the types of concerns parents are raising, 
helping to find ways to improve processes so students and families 
receive better support.

Student and Family Support Offices have already been operating 
in supervised school boards, with 95 per cent of family inquiries 
acknowledged within two business days and nearly 90 per cent 
receiving a response within five business days or an estimated 
response date for more complex matters. The experience from these 
offices has helped inform the expansion of this consistent approach 
to all school boards across the province.

QUICK FACTS
Ontario is providing historic levels of education funding in 2026-

27, with an investment of $30.6 billion in Core Education Funding to 
focus key resources where they matter most: on student success.

For the 2026-27 school year, Ontario is making changes to 
strengthen student achievement and deliver more consistent 
learning experiences across the province that prepare students for 
the jobs of tomorrow.

LOCAL PERSON
FINALLY FINDS A
GYM THEY
ACTUALLY LOVE.

LOCAL PERSON
FINALLY FINDS A
GYM THEY
ACTUALLY LOVE.
Sources say they enjoyed
the pool, the classes, the
people, and didn’t
feel intimidated 
walking through 
the door.
You could be next.

LEMONADE 
COLLECTIVE
LEMONADE 
COLLECTIVE
CLARKSBURG, ON
(226) 665-0190
CLARKSBURG, ON
(226) 665-0190



Two months ago, we shared that Hundred Acre Wood was searching
for a permanent home. We’re so happy to share that we found it.

We’ve secured nearly 50 acres on the Niagara Escarpment, where
children can continue to learn as they always have here: outdoors, in
every season, with the land as their classroom. Less than 1% will be
built on. The rest will remain open and wild.

With our current lease ending in September 2027, our next chapter is
already underway: building the school that will make this our
permanent home, and, in time, help address our waitlist of more than
200 families seeking childcare.

Hundred Acre Wood has committed the first $700,000 toward the
$1.4-million project. We’re inviting our community to help us build the
other half.

If you believe, as we do, that childhood belongs outside, we’d be
grateful to have you be part of what comes next.

AN UPDATE FROM HUNDRED ACRE WOOD

We found the land.
Now we’re building the home.

 

Learn more
haw.ca/donate

Engage In Our Upcoming Municipal Election – 
Make Your Vote Count!

The sessions are presented by the Blue Mountain Ratepayers’ 
Association and Climate Action Now Network (TBM).  It mirrors the 
event format used in our last municipal election, which resulted in 
very strong attendance, and generated productive discussions on 
the key election issues.

Sessions will be held each Tuesday from 5pm to 7pm between 
Labour Day and the start of the early voting period on Oct 16. And 
there have also been a couple of Thursday events scheduled, running 
from 7pm to 9pm, to accommodate the number of candidates who 
have declared for this election. 

The sessions will be at the L.E. Shore Memorial Library in 
Thornbury. The candidate will have three minutes at the start of the 
hour to outline their platform, followed by a moderated Q & A with 
questions from the audience.

Given venue capacity limitations, attendees are requested to 
preregister. On the Blue Mountains Public Library website, there is 
a Meet the Candidate sessions schedule. You can register for each of 
the sessions that you would like to attend.

thebluemountainslibrary.ca

We hope that you will join us.  Subject to change

Tuesday, Sept 15	 5pm - 6pm	 Paul Reale  	 Mayor
Tuesday, Sept 15	 6pm - 7pm	 Sean Kelly  	 Councillor
Thursday, Sept 17	 7pm - 8pm	 Shawn McKinlay	 Councillor
Thursday, Sept 17	 8pm - 9pm	 June Porter	 Councillor
Tuesday, Sept 22	 5pm - 6pm	 Gail Ardiel  	 Deputy Mayor
Tuesday, Sept 22	 6pm - 7pm	 Meghan Loney	 Councillor
Thursday, Sept 24	 7pm - 8pm	 George McLeod	 Councillor
Thursday, Sept 24	 8pm - 9pm	 Alex Maxwell	 Councillor
Tuesday, Sept 29	 5pm - 6pm	 Sean McMurray	 Councillor
Tuesday, Sept 29	 7pm - 8pm	 Brayden J DeWitt	 Councillor
Thursday, Oct 1	 7pm - 8pm	 Paula Hope	 Councillor
Thursday, Oct 1	 8pm - 9pm	 Marni Moreau	 Mayor
Tuesday, Oct 13	 5pm - 6pm	 Rachel Gilliland	 Deputy MayorCall	or	Text

226 974 1621
KILTS

BOOK NOW FOR 
FALL CLEANUP

Landscaping
Handyman
Grasscutting
Bush & Brush
  Clearing

FFeerrgguussoonn  FFuunneerraall  HHoommee  IInncc..
Providing Cremation services, Memorial Celebrations &

Traditional Funeral Services to meet your nancial means. 
Prearrangement Consultations without cost or obligation. 

48 Boucher St E., Meaford 519-538-1320
www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY



Candidates 
www.thebluemountains.ca/
town-hall/council-committees/
elections

 FOR MAYOR
Bordignon, Peter	 www.peterformayor.ca
Moreau, Marni	 www.moreauformayor.com
Reale, Paul	 www.paulreale.ca 

  FOR DEPUTY MAYOR
Ardiel, Gail	 www.votegailardiel2026.ca 
Gilliland, Rachel	 www.rachelgilliland.ca
Murphy, Daniel	 dmur8675309@gmail.com
Welling, Bob	 www.welling4deputymayor.ca
	  

  FOR COUNCILLOR
DeWitt, Brayden	 www.braydendewitt.ca	  
Hope, Paula	 www.hopeforcouncil.ca
Kelly, Sean	 seankelly939@gmail.com
Loney, Meghan	 www.meghanloney.ca
Maxwell, Alexander	 www.votealexmaxwell.com
McKinlay, Shawn	 www.voteshawn4council.com
McLeod, George	 www.georgemcleod.ca 
McMurray, Sean	 connectwithsmcmurray@gmail.com
Porter, June	 vote4juneporter@gmail.com

  FOR BLUE WATER DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
Cowley, Scott	 scottcowleytrusteecandidate@gmail.com
Forder, Angela	 northernpetshop@gmail.com	

Election Dates
Tuesday, September 1, 2026

Voters’ List available
Friday, October 16, 2026	

Voting Period begins at 10:00 a.m. (online or by phone)
Monday, October 26, 2026	

Election Day - voting ends at 8:00 p.m. EST
Monday, November 16, 2026	

Inaugural Meeting of 2026-2030 Term of Office





FOR DEPUTY MAYOR

ü Strong Financial Oversight

     & Accountability

ü E�ective Project Stewardship

     & Execution

ü Clear & Unified Direction for Council

 

Strong Oversight. Smart Execution. Clear Direction
 

Bob Welling
For Deputy Mayor 

The Blue Mountains

Elect 

 

AA  BBeetttteerr  PPaatthh  FFoorrwwaarrdd  

welling4deputymayor.ca

welling4deputymayor@gmail.com

705-888-1190

 

A Telephone/Internet Voting method will be used for the 
2026 Municipal Election. 

8.1.1 The Voting System provided by Simply Voting Inc. shall allow 
Electors to vote using a telephone or the internet. Electors shall be 
required to access a designated internet address or telephone a 
designated number in order to cast their Ballot. 

8.1.2 Every Elector shall be limited to only one vote through the 
use of a PIN distributed via Canada Post Lettermail in a sealed and 
personalized Voter Information Letter, or issued in person by an 
Election Official or by email or telephone in extenuating circumstances 
by the Clerk as necessary. Every Elector shall be required to provide 
their date of birth along with their PIN. 

8.1.3 Following the voter’s selection for all offices on a single 
composite Ballot, the Voting System shall identify the voter’s choices 
and provide the voter with the option of changing or confirming 
their vote selections prior to submission.



COUNCILLOR, TBM

authorized by the candidate

 ALEX MAXWELL
RE-ELECT

amaxwell25@rogers.com



FOR COUNCILLOR

SHAWN
McKINLAY

RE-ELECT

VoteShawn4Council.com

705 606 2573
ENDORSED BY THE CANDIDATE

Oct. 16 10am
- Oct 26 8pm

Sean Kelly
A Proven Leader for Town Council

Strategic Vision for TBM
Sean is running for Town Council 
with a clear, no-nonsense mandate to 
optimize municipal governance:

•	 Fiscal discipline

•	 Asset optimization

•	 Strategic collaboration

•	 Action-oriented governance

•	 Benchmarking success

seankelly939@gmail.com

Investing In Uncertain Times
KKR’s market outlook and the role of alternatives

• Learn from KKR — the world’s largest private
equity firm

• Discover where alternatives fit alongside
traditional stocks and bonds

• Explore how private market strategies can support
your retirement

September 17, 2026
2:00 p.m.
Online Webinar

RSVP
fraser.willson@cibc.com

Hosted by: Guest Speakers:

Fraser Willson, CFP®, CIM®
Senior Wealth Advisor
CIBC Wood Gundy

David Cooper, CFA
Director, Head of Canada
Global Wealth Solutions · KKR

Bradlee Few
Principal, Private Equity
Product Strategies
Forbes 30 Under 30 · KKR

In partnership with:

CIBC Private Wealth consists of services provided by CIBC and certain of its subsidiaries, including CIBC Wood Gundy, a division of CIBC World
Markets Inc. The CIBC logo and “CIBC Private Wealth” are trademarks of CIBC, used under license. “Wood Gundy” is a registered trademark of CIBC
World Markets Inc. Clients are advised to seek advice regarding their particular circumstances from their personal tax and legal advisors. If you are
currently a CIBC Wood Gundy client, please contact your Investment Advisor. Paid for/Sponsored in part by CIBC Asset Management.
CIBC Asset Management, the asset management division of CIBC, is responsible for mutual funds and managed portfolio solutions.
CIBC Asset Management will pay a portion of the costs of this event.

Veteran Banner Program
The Royal Canadian Legion, Beaver Valley 
Branch, has arranged for the display of 
banners commemorating the service of 
our Veterans.
Who is Eligible to be Honoured on a 
Banner:
•	 Any person, living or deceased, who 

has served, or continues to serve 
Canada or its allies, in a war, conflict 
or peacekeeping mission. The person 
should have some connection to The 
Blue Mountains area (born, grew up, 
or lived here, or related to a current 
resident)

•	 Banners may have a different Veteran 
on each side (i.e. 2 members of your 
family).  

•	 The banners will be displayed every 
year in  Thornbury/Clarksburg from 
mid-October to after Remembrance 
Day.

•	 The banners will be displayed for as many years as they 
remain in good repair. When normal wear and tear prevents 
its display, sponsors will have the option to replace it. 

Contact the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 281 Beaver Valley
202 Marsh Street, Clarksburg, 
Email: rcl281beavervalley@gmail.com
Phone: 519-599-3555
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The Blue Mountains Fire Department
Fire Prevention Week Open House

Saturday, October 3, 2026 | 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Fire Station #1
496916 Grey Road 2 and Clark Street
Thornbury, Ontario
fireprevention@thebluemountains.ca

Family friendly events including:
• Free BBQ
• Enter a draw to be Fire Chief 

for a day
• Birthday cake with Sparky
• Cookie decorating
• Bouncy castle and fire truck slide
• Fire truck display
• Firefighters available to answer 

your fire prevention questions
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2026 Municipal & School Board Elections – 
October 26, 2026
Are you on the Voters’ List?

Commencing on September 1, during normal office hours and 
during the following extended hours of operation, Election Staff 
will be available at the Town of The Blue Mountains, Town Hall, to 
allow voters to confirm that they are on the Voters’ List. 

If you are not on the Voters’ List, and are eligible to vote in The Blue Mountains, staff can add you to the Voters’ List 
(identification is required). 

Town of The Blue Mountains, Town Hall
32 Mill Street, Thornbury 

Extended Hours of Operation:
Wednesday September 9, 2026 until 7:00 pm
Friday, September 11, 2026 until 7:00 pm

For more information, contact the Town Clerk at (519) 599-3131 ext. 232 or email townclerk@thebluemountains.ca
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Public Meeting: Request for Ministers Zoning Order (MZO)
File No: P3600
Property: 796060 Grey Road 19
Legal Description: RCP 950 Part 
Lot 63, RP 16R2789 Part 1
PUBLIC MEETING DATE AND TIME 
TO BE CONFIRMED
At the Aug. 25, 2026 Committee of 
the Whole Meeting, Council 
recommended proceeding to a 
Public Meeting regarding this 
matter. At the Sept. 8, 2026 Council 
Meeting, Council will provide 
direction on the meeting date, and 
at that time, an updated notice will 
be issued providing confirmation of 
the Public Meeting date. Please 
visit the project page at thebluemountains.ca/GR19-Rental for more 
information and to subscribe for updates. Additional contact and proposal 
information is provided below.
Request for Minister’s Zoning Order (MZO)
The Town of The Blue Mountains has received from the owner of the property a 
request for support from Town Council of a Request to the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing for an MZO that would allow a rental housing 
project subject to applicant proposed site specific provisions on this property.
The property, located at 796060 Grey Road 19,  is a 9.95 HA parcel located west 
and south of the intersection of Grey Roads 19 and 21, south of the intersection 
of Crosswinds Blvd and Grey Rd 19, and near the Blue Mountain Resort.
What is being proposed?
The applicant seeks to permit a rental housing development on lands currently 
designated Future Secondary Plan and zoned Development (D) zone by way of 
a proposed Minister’s Zoning Order including but not limited to:
• up to 646 apartment dwellings, associated accessory uses and limited 

resident-serving commercial uses on the developable portion of the lands;
• building heights of 5 storeys located closer to Grey Road 19 and 6 storeys 

located further into the site.
• site specific parking standards of 1.2 spaces per residential unit;
• protection of wetland, hazard, and open-space portions of the site to be 

protected through appropriate zoning; and
• detailed matters such as building placement, landscaping, grading, 

servicing, parking, pedestrian circulation, and urban design would be 
addressed through future Site Plan Control and other required approvals.

Please note: The subject lands are proposed to be regulated by a MZO issued 
by the Province of Ontario under Section 47 of the Planning Act. The MZO 
establishes the permitted land uses and development standards for the 
property and prevails over the Town's Zoning By-law where there is a conflict. 
The Province's decision to issue an MZO is not subject to appeal to the Ontario 
Land Tribunal.

Where do I find more information?
Additional information regarding this proposal  is 
available for viewing: 
www.thebluemountains.ca/GR19-Rental 
Alternatively, visit the Planning Services 
Department located at Town Hall during regular 
office hours, Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. or contact the planner for this file. 
When will a decision be made?
Decisions on MZOs are made by the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing. Prior to a decision, 
Council can provide their support or non-support 
of the MZO by way of Council Resolution.
What happens at the Public Meeting?
A Public Meeting is not yet scheduled. A new 
Notice of Public Meeting will be circulated once a 
date has been set. The Public Meeting is your 
chance to hear more about the proposal and make 
your views about it known. Any person or agency 
may provide comments on this matter in writing or 
verbally at the Public Meeting. Comments at the 
Public Meeting assist the Town and Council in their 
decision-making process, so be sure to have your 
say!
How do I submit my comments?
Written Comments – You are encouraged to 
provide your comments or questions in writing 
using email or regular letter mail to the Town Clerk. 
Comments can also be faxed to (519) 599-7723 or 
emailed to townclerk@thebluemountains.ca. Any 
submitted comments become part of the public 
record, including names and addresses. 
Want to be notified of a decision?
You must make a request in writing to the Town 
Clerk if you would like to be notified of a decision 
on this proposal to:
Corrina Giles, Town Clerk
Town Hall, 32 Mill Street, Thornbury, ON
Fax: (519) 599-7723, 
townclerk@thebluemountains.ca
Questions? Want more information? Ask a Staff 
Member!
Shawn Postma, Manager of Community Planning
(519) 599-3131 ext. 262 or 
planning@thebluemountains.ca

Key Map

Under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001 and in accordance with Ontario's Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
(MFIPPA), all information provided for, or at a Public Meeting, Public Consultation, or other Public Process are considered part of the public record, 
including resident deputations. This information may be posted on the Town’s website. and/or made available to the public upon request.
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Family friendly events including:
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• Enter a draw to be Fire Chief 
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• Birthday cake with Sparky
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• Fire truck display
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What is a Minister’s Zoning Order (MZO)?
A Minister’s Zoning Order, commonly referred to as an MZO, is a zoning order made by the Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing under Section 47 of the Planning Act. An MZO can regulate the use of land, buildings, and structures and may establish 
zoning permissions directly, without the need for a municipal Official Plan Amendment and/or Zoning By-law Amendment. In this 
case, the requested MZO would establish the principle of land use, maximum density, maximum height, and related zoning standards 
for the subject lands. It has been submitted that the MZO is being requested to enable the timely delivery of purpose-built rental 
housing while still requiring subsequent technical review through processes such as Site Plan Approval and any required agency 
permits. A decision by the Minister to approve an MZO is not appealable to the Ontario Land Triubnal.
Application Process
The proposed MZO request is being considered as an alternative to the conventional planning approvals process, which would 
otherwise involve completion of a Secondary Plan, followed by applications for Official Plan Amendment, Zoning By-law Amendment, 
and Site Plan Approval. The subject lands are located within a Future Secondary Plan Area and that there is currently no approved 
Secondary Plan for the lands. If supported by Council and ultimately a decision made by the Ontario Minister, the MZO would establish 
the zoning framework for the property.
An information report summarizing the proposal, information received, and next steps will be presented at an upcoming Committee of 
the Whole meeting. Following that a Public Meeting to receive community feedback will be advertised and scheduled. Next, a 
recommendation report will be provided to Council for their consideration in order to receive a Council resolution on the project. More 
information can be found below on this webpage with additional information coming forward in the upcoming Planning Staff Report.

Proposed Concept Plan
Please note that the applicant has provided the concept plan shown 
below and they have further advised that it is for illustrative purposes 
only and does not represent the final site design. It demonstrates one 
possible development scenario, including general development 
potential and environmental protection areas. The requested Minister’s 
Zoning Order establishes the zoning framework and development limits 
for the site. If approved, a future Site Plan Approval application would 
be required to determine the final site layout and detailed design in 
accordance with the MZO.

Upcoming Council and Committee 
Meetings
• Council, Public Meeting, September 1, 2026  

• Council Meeting, September 8, 2026

• Committee of the Whole, September 14, 2026

• Committee of the Whole, September 15, 2026

• Council Meeting, September 28, 2026

• Council, Public Meeting, September 29, 2026* 

*Note: This meeting will be cancelled if it is not 
required 

All meetings are at the Town Hall, 32 Mill Street and 
Virtual.

Council and Committee of the Whole Meetings are 
live-streamed on the Town’s website, and the meeting 
recording is posted to the Town website following the 
meeting.

For meeting times, please call (519) 599-3131 ext. 232 
or check the Town website at 
www.thebluemountains.ca 
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Beaver Valley Pipes and Drums
offering introductory classes, at the Fall Fair on Saturday 

Sept 12; piping (practice chanter) at 2:00pm and 
drumming at 2:30pm

BEAVER VALLEY OUTREACH

All will be revealed at theAll will be revealed at the  
Beaver Valley Fall Fair!Beaver Valley Fall Fair!

All will be revealed at theAll will be revealed at the  
Beaver Valley Fall Fair!Beaver Valley Fall Fair!

Whether it’s tree planting, tiny forest maintenance, staffing our booths at fairs and festivals,
social media or attending meetings – contact us to learn about how you can become a part of
our wonderful team of volunteers.  Email Suzy at canntbm@gmail.com.

This issue’s creative and editorial team:  Sally Leppard, Suzanne Hanna, Kim Harris, Norine Baron,
Curtis McDonnell, Ann-Marie Hafner, Carmel Jurewich, Lorraine Sutton, Michelle Hughes, our
Grade 5 students and Richard Griffith.

CANN is grateful for financial support from Lura Consulting, our partners who continue to
contribute in-kind services and private donations.

WANT TO VOLUNTEER? WE HAVE THE GIG FOR YOU!

gogreenforblue.ca @gogreen4blue @gogreenforblue

Which decomposes faster?

A COMPOSTABLE CUP? COMPOSTABLE UTENSILS?

Participate in CANN-TBM’SParticipate in CANN-TBM’S
annual composting challenge!annual composting challenge!

Participate in CANN-TBM’SParticipate in CANN-TBM’S

annual composting challenge!annual composting challenge!

Instructions:
Make a hole 6 inches deep in your garden or compost area. Bury your utensil and cup in the

same area on June 28th. Mark it with a flag so that you can find it again at the end of
August. Dig them up on August 28 . Bring them to the Fall Fair to be displayed. Or email

canntbm@gmail.com with your name and address for a pick up.

th

 

FRIDAY BBQs ARE BACK! 5-6pm 

BBQ Burger or Sausage, Salad and Dessert for $15.  

On the patio or inside,  everyone welcome.  

VETERANS’ COFFEE/LUNCH 

The next Vets’ Co�ee/Lunch will be held on 

Friday June 19th from 10:00am. This is a free  

event open to all veterans.  Come and join us for 

an informal social moment with comrades. 

CANADA DAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Traditional start to Canada Day Festivities 

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST 8:30 – 10:00 AM  

$15 Adults   $8 Kids 

 

Veterans invited for complimentary coffee/lunch
Friday September 11 from 10:00 a.m. 

Come and relax at our Friday BBQ’s
5:00 pm to 6:00 pm

BBQ Burger or Sausage, Salad & Dessert
Only $15.00 - Everyone Welcome

Join our Legion this year
Great people having fun & service for 

our veterans & our community

202 Marsh Street

Clarksburg



AT THE DOOR (CASH ONLY)

GRACE UNITED CHURCH, 140 BRUCE STREET S., THORNBURY

Don Buchanan

A delightful evening

of classic jazz tunes 

An evening with Ale Nunêz  
Rising Star and recent 2026 Juno Nominee for Best Vocal Jazz Album

TICKETS HERE



Georgian Hills Vineyard & Ardiel Cider House, 
496350 Grey County Rd 2, Clarksburg

Farmer’s Pantry, 788030 Grey County Rd 13, Clarksburg
Oaklane Orchards, 496445 Grey County Rd 2, Clarksburg

Valley Ridge Family Farm, 615852 3 Line, Ravenna
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2026 Municipal & School Board Elections – 
October 26, 2026
Are you on the Voters’ List?

Commencing on September 1, during normal office hours and 
during the following extended hours of operation, Election Staff 
will be available at the Town of The Blue Mountains, Town Hall, to 
allow voters to confirm that they are on the Voters’ List. 

If you are not on the Voters’ List, and are eligible to vote in The Blue Mountains, staff can add you to the Voters’ List 
(identification is required). 

Town of The Blue Mountains, Town Hall
32 Mill Street, Thornbury 

Extended Hours of Operation:
Wednesday September 9, 2026 until 7:00 pm
Friday, September 11, 2026 until 7:00 pm

For more information, contact the Town Clerk at (519) 599-3131 ext. 232 or email townclerk@thebluemountains.ca
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Georgian Triangle Humane Society’s “Kittypalooza” 
Adoption Event Returns - Sept 12,13

 The much-anticipated Kittypalooza adoption event is back at the 
Georgian Triangle Humane Society (GTHS). Taking place throughout 
the weekend of September 12 and 13 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 
the GTHS Animal Centre (549 Tenth Line, Collingwood), this annual 
event offers the lowest adoption fees of the year: $150 for kittens, $75 
for cats and $25 for special paws.

All adoptions include spay/neuter surgery, vaccinations, parasite 
treatment, I.D. microchip, and a health check by the GTHS veterinary 
team, ensuring pets are ready for their new homes.

The GTHS is looking to all cat lovers in the community to join them 
at the annual event to meet the adoptable kittens and cats and to 
provide them with loving homes.

With the recent transfers of animals from Northern Ontario during 
the wildfires and the arrival of almost 120 felines in August, the GTHS 
is at full capacity with nearly 200 pets currently in care. 

As Kittypalooza is one of the most popular adoption events at the 
GTHS, community members are encouraged to arrive early and come 
prepared with a few favourites in mind as many get adopted quickly. 
To view adoptable animals ahead of time, visit https://gths.ca/cats-
for-adoption/. 

Adopters are required to bring a cat carrier with them, as all 
adopted kittens and cats will go home the same day.

Visit gths.ca/cats-for-adoption 


