
OPTION #1

Published by Riverside Press, 206 Marsh St, Clarksburg 519-599-3345

SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY EMAIL 
NEWSLETTER

www.bluemountainsreview.ca
  Vol 12 Issue  31

September 16, 2026

Town Seeking Feedback on Bayview Park Parking Lot Designs
The Town of The Blue Mountains has launched a public survey to present and collect feedback 

on the concept designs for the new formalized gravel parking lot at Bayview Park in Thornbury. 
The parking area is being constructed to replace the former layby area near the pavilion.

The Town’s Community Services Department has prepared two options for the future parking 
area. The designs have been put together with a focus on providing accessibility while maintaining 
greenspace. Results of the survey will be consolidated and used to inform a Staff Report which is 
anticipated to be presented to Council on Monday, October 5, 2026.

Survey ends October 3rd
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q6JZSCZ
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Together on the Trail for 
Bruce Trail Day

The Beaver Valley Bruce Trail Club is 
excited to host Bruce Trail Day activities 
in the village of Kimberley on Sunday, 
October 4, 2026. Come visit our tent 
at Kimberley Hall from 10a.m. to 3p.m. 
for family-friendly activities, button-
making, guided hikes, self-guided hikes 
and information on the Bruce Trail.
Eagle’s Summit and Epping Beaver 
Pond Guided Hikes

Two guided hikes will be offered on 
Bruce Trail Day. Pre-registration for the 
hikes is encouraged but not necessary.

At 10:45 a.m., hikers will discover one 
of BVBTC’s newest nature preserves– 
Eagle’s Summit. Explore the network of 
trails at Eagle’s Summit with our trained 
hike leaders and be treated to sweeping 
views of the Beaver Valley and soaring 
rock faces.

At 1 p.m., our hike leaders will guide 
hikers through the Young Wetland 
property with its picturesque beaver 
pond and take in autumn views at the 
Epping John Muir Lookout. 

For more information, please visit: 
https://beavervalleybrucetrail.org/
event/bruce-trail-day-2026/

Bruce Trail Day and The Bruce Trail 
Conservancy

Bruce Trail Day is an annual celebration 
of the Bruce Trail hosted by the Bruce Trail 
Conservancy at each of its nine Bruce 
Trail Clubs. The Bruce Trail Conservancy 
is one of Ontario’s largest land trusts and 
the steward of Canada’s longest marked 
footpath. The Beaver Valley section of 
the Bruce Trail stretches from the Blue 
Mountains to Blantyre with over 120 
km of trail and more than 2600 acres 
of land being conserved, restored and 
maintained by Beaver Valley Bruce Trail 
Club volunteers. 

Hikers at the Epping Beaver Pond. Credit. 
M. Yaraskavitch.



TAI CHI FOR YOUR 
HEALTH

Canadian Tai Chi Academy
Beginner and 

Continuing Tai Chi 
Classes start
Wed. Oct 7th, 
6pm-8:30pm 

E-NEWSLETTER  - Use the subscribe form on our website to receive the 
weekly E-newsletter. www.bluemountainsreview.ca
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER This edition is mailed to residents in The Blue 
Mountains the first week of each month, 5500 copies
DONATE  - by e-transfer to info@visitblue.ca or by cheque to Riverside 
Press, Box 245, Clarksburg,  N0H 1J0 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We ask that letters be no longer than 250 
words, and adhere to standards of fairness, accuracy, legality and civility. 
Beyond that, we select letters on the basis of timeliness, relevance and 
diversity and reserve the right to not publish.
ARTICLES are from media releases or those that are submitted 
acknowledge the author. 
Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press. Your events, stories and 
photos of interest to our community can be emailed to info@visitblue.ca 
for inclusion in the newsletter by each Friday. Advertising rates available 
on the website or call 519-599-3345

BID EUCHRE
Wednesday & Thursday, 

12:50-3:30pm 
$1 per day, Small Hall 

Beaver Valley Community 
Centre 

Lessons Bev 705-507-0563

INDOOR WALKING
 Beaver Valley Community 

Centre, Thornbury
Mon. and Thurs. from 9-11am

no pre-registration and no fee.  
Walking with poles with 
rubber feet and walkers 

DROP-IN BRIDGE
Monday 1-3pm; $2 p/p; 

St. George’s Anglican Church, 
Clarksburg

196759 Grey Rd 7, Meaford 
corner of Grey Rd 7 & Grey Rd 40

1st & 3rd Sunday 9am 
Holy Eucharist BCP

2nd & 4th Sunday 9am 
Morning Prayer BCP

5th Sunday 4pm Evensong BCP 
Rector Jeff Kischak

519-770-7979
stjamesfairmount.ca

Waste Collection
•	 If you are placing your bins 

out the night before collection 
day, they must be placed at 
the curb after 7:00 p.m.

•	 All garbage, organics and 
recycling must be on the 
curbside by 7:00 a.m. on your 
collection day. 

Landfill and Recycling Depot 
Hours: 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Sat
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Wed, Fri, Sun: Closed
788090 Grey Road 13, 
Phone: (519) 599-3131 ext. 490
The Landfill & Recycling Depot 
will be closed on all statutory 
holidays and Remembrance Day.

For 2026, household battery 
collection will occur between 
August 31 and October 1.

St. James’ Fairmount
Anglican Church

Please join us as we celebrate Betty 
Osborne’s 90th Birthday! We will be 
hosting a “Come and Go” at The 
Marsh Street Centre in beautiful 
downtown Clarksburg. This event 
is on Sunday, September 27th from 
1:30 to 3:30pm. (Best wishes only) 
We look forward to seeing you there 
and helping us celebrate Mom!

Free Sewing Classes 
offered Tuesdays beginning September 22nd for 

12 weeks from  3-5pm at 
First Baptist Church, Thornbury. 
For more information please call 

Maryann at 519 599 2680 or Pat at 519 538 0020.

Beaver Valley Community 
School  (in the gym) 
For information call 

519-599-2780 
or email 

munden@bmts.com

2026 Open Fields Farm Tour Locations 
The Town of The Blue Mountains is pleased to announce the 

participating locations for the 4th Annual Open Fields Farm Tour, 
taking place on Saturday, September 26, 2026.

The Open Fields Farm Tour gives the public an opportunity to visit 
four local farms/producers to learn about modern farming practices, 
meet the individuals who have dedicated themselves to agriculture, 
and explore the process of bringing food from farm to table. This 
free, family-friendly event will run from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, September 26. 
The participating locations are:
Farmer’s Pantry, 788030 Grey County Rd 13, Thornbury
Enjoy old-fashioned fun at the Farmer’s Pantry. With a cedar maze, 
petting zoo, pick-your-own apples, and more, this location offers 
plenty of activities for the whole family. During the tour, visitors can 
meet the animals and explore the farm with Sarah and family.

Georgian Hills Vineyard & Ardiel Cider House
496350 Grey County Rd 2, Clarksburg
Visit Georgian Hills Vineyard & Ardiel Cider House for a guided look 
at the vineyard, cool-climate winemaking, the region’s apple history, 
and the cider-making process. After the tour, visitors can enjoy the 
atmosphere and explore tasting and retail opportunities.

Oaklane Orchards, 496445 Grey County Rd 2, Clarksburg
Oaklane Orchards is a family-owned and operated farm specializing 
in high-quality apples, pears and plums. Located in the heart of apple 
country, the farm features rolling hill views, a farm store and u-pick 
apples. During the tour, visitors will learn about the apple industry 
and the work involved in bringing apples from orchard to store 
shelves.

Valley Ridge Family Farm, 615852 3 Line, The Blue Mountains
Experience a true family farm operation at Valley Ridge Family Farm, 
a fully equipped equestrian centre and forage operation, alongside 
farm tours and summer camps. At Open Fields, join the McAllisters 
and meet the Clydesdale horses, donkeys, goats and more. Learn 
more about hay-making, animal care, and operations as you explore 
the farm.

“We have curated four great stops for this year’s tour,” said Mayor 
Andrea Matrosovs. “We want to thank our hosts for participating and 
welcoming the public as part of Open Fields. I hope everyone is looking 
forward to a day of exploration, education and entertainment.” 

Open Fields is a free, rain-or-shine event that is open to all members 
of the public. Visitors are encouraged to wear proper footwear for a 
day on the farm. 

For more information on Open Fields or to subscribe for updates, 
visit www.thebluemountains.ca/openfields 
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Neighbours Helping 
Neighbours Move Forward

UPDATES TO PRIVATE DRINKING WATER TESTING 
DROP-OFF SCHEDULE

The Town of The Blue Mountains would like to advise residents 
of changes to the sample pick-up schedule for the Grey Bruce 
Public Health Unit's voluntary well water testing program.

Beginning in September, samples will be picked up weekly from 
Ravenna Hall at 10:00 a.m. each Thursday. The first day of the new 
pick-up schedule will be Thursday, September 3. Samples must 
be dropped off within 24 hours of the pick-up time. Ravenna Hall 
will be open for sample bottle pick-up or drop-off on Wednesdays 
from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Water testing is free and part of a 
complimentary program offered by Public Health Ontario for 
residents on wells and other private systems. For more information 
regarding private drinking water testing, please visit the Public 
Health Grey Bruce website. 

If you are connected to the Municipal Drinking Water supply and 
would like to have your drinking water tested, please contact the 
Water & Wastewater Division to arrange to have a sample collected.

Implementation of Night-Shift Dredging 
Operations and Extension of In-Water Work Permit

The Town of The Blue Mountains would like to provide the 
public with an update on the schedule for the remaining work on 
the installation of the new outfall for the Thornbury Wastewater 
Treatment Plant.

The project contractor has recently implemented a three-barge 
operation to increase the rate of offshore trenching and dredging 
work. Despite these additional resources, challenging lakebed 
conditions, water conditions and machinery downtime continue to 
affect daily production rates.

To help advance the work, the contractor will be introducing night-
shift dredging operations beginning Friday, September 11. The night 
shift will operate from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. using the primary barge 
and excavator only. This approach will allow offshore trenching 
activities to operate on a near-continuous basis, subject to weather 
conditions and established safety requirements. Overnight work 
will begin approximately 290 metres offshore and will progress into 
deeper water over time. Work closer to the shoreline will be completed 
during daytime hours only. All work will continue to be carried out in 
accordance with applicable approvals and environmental protection 
measures.

The public may notice additional activity and lighting associated 
with the offshore work during overnight hours. The Town recognizes 
this may affect nearby residents and lake users and appreciates the 
community’s patience as the project team works to complete this 
critical infrastructure project.

The Town has also received approval from the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans, Ministry of Natural Resources and Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority to extend the in-water work permit until 
Wednesday, October 14, 2026. 

The Town, its engineering consultant and contractors remain 
committed to completing the work as efficiently and safely as 
possible. Project updates will continue to be posted to the Town’s 
project web page and emailed directly to project subscribers.

September 17, 2026 - Approximately 310 metres of the trench has 
been excavated to full depth. The final 100 metres of the trenched 
portion requires minimal digging. Two barges are working in tandem 
on the remaining portion, with the third barge completing trench 
cleanup as conditions allow.

For more information, please contact:
Allison Kershaw, Manager of Water and Wastewater Services
(519) 599-3131 ext. 226

Printing, Signage, Banners, Flyers, 

Brochures, Postcards, Posters, Labels,

Book Binding, Laminating, Fax, Copies, 

Wide Format Prints, Scans 
519-599-3344
2066 Marsh Street

Clarksburg www.riversidepress.ca
Monday - Friday; 10am - 5pm



Community Improvement Plan
Community Improvement Plans (CIPs) are planning and economic 

development tools available under the Planning Act that enable 
municipalities to encourage private-sector investment, support 
housing objectives, stimulate economic growth and advance 
community revitalization through targeted financial incentives.

In 2021, Town Council approved two CIPs: the Town-Wide 
Revitalization CIP and the Housing Within Reach CIP. Since their 
approval, the Town has completed four intake periods and received 
more than 38 applications. Of those, 35 received funding approval 
and 29 advanced to executed agreements. As of August 2026, the 
Town has issued $241,186.28 in funding for completed projects, 
supporting total project costs of $531,834.33 and leveraging 
approximately $290,648.05 in private-sector investment.

Through the administration of the existing programs, staff 
identified opportunities to broaden the eligibility, improve program 
accessibility and better align program offerings with evolving Town 
priorities and community needs. In response, Council approved 
funding through the 2025 budget to undertake a comprehensive 
review and update of the Town’s existing CIPs.  Following a competitive 
procurement process, NPG Planning Solutions was retained to 
complete the review, with support from Tim Welch Consulting and 
Parcel Economics. The review included detailed analysis of housing 
needs, economic development opportunities, market conditions, 
municipal best practices and the effectiveness of the Town’s existing 
incentive programs.

The updated Community Improvement Plan directly supports the 
Town’s Corporate Strategic Plan by providing a flexible framework to 

encourage attainable housing, stimulate private-sector investment, 
strengthen local businesses, support agricultural and tourism 
diversification, and advance community revitalization efforts. 
By modernizing and expanding the Town’s financial incentive 
programs, the CIP helps reduce barriers to investment, improves 
program accessibility and administration, and provides Council 
with a strategic tool to respond to evolving community needs while 
advancing a broad range of housing, economic development, and 
organizational excellence objectives.

The resulting Community Improvement Plan, Reaching our Peak, 
consolidates and builds upon the Town’s previous CIPs through a 
single, comprehensive framework designed to support attainable 
housing, economic development, business revitalization, agriculture, 
agritourism and community improvement initiatives across the 
municipality.

Objective: 2.1-Support the creation of diverse housing options 
across the affordability spectrum.
Initiative: 2.1.2 - Strengthen the community Improvement Plan and 
land use planning tools to support affordable housing development
Initiative: 2.1.1 - Review and update, as required, the Town’s Housing 
Action Plan to identify measurable initiatives, timelines, resource 
requirements and expected outcomes.

Objective: 1.5 - Prioritize continuous improvement of all core 
services.
Initiative: 1.5.2 – Continuously review core services and business 
functions for operational efficiencies and improvements.

Objective: 4.1 - Foster an “Open for business” environment for 
local business and industries. 
Initiative: 4.1.1 - Review municipal policies, processes and bylaws 
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Simcoe-Grey
$788 million in provincial  
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for opportunities to reduce or eliminate berries for local business 
success.

Objective: 4.2 - Promote economic diversification to build a 
resilient economy, including agriculture.
Initiative: 4.2.1 - Develop an agriculture subsector strategy as 
proposed in the Economic Development Action Plan to support 
agritourism, agri-food innovation and other business diversification 
opportunities within the agricultural sector.

The Community Improvement Plan establishes a framework 
through which financial incentives may be offered to support 
economic development, community revitalization and attainable 
housing initiatives. Approval of this updated CIP does not commit 
Council to any expenditures, as every qualified application will come 
before council for formal consideration and approval.

Approximately $1.25 million is currently available in the Town’s 
CIP reserve, with additional funds scheduled to be transferred into 
the reserve as a result of land and property sales completed through 
2026. These funds are intended to be directed towards housing-
related incentives within the CIP.

CIP applications will be considered subject to available funding 
and in accordance with the approval authorities established by 
Council.

Future funding allocations will continue to be reviewed through 
the annual budget process. Council retains the ability to adjust 
funding levels, activate or deactivate programs, and establish 
future program priorities based on community needs and program 
performance.

Proposed Incentive Programs
Economic Development & Housing 
1. Municipal Fees Grant Equivalent 
2. Sustainability and Climate Resilience Grant 
3. Brownfield Tax Assistance Program 
4. Development Charges Equivalent Program 
5. Building Conversion or Expansion Grant 
6. Study & Design Program 

Economic Development & Revitalization 
7. Building Improvement Renovation Grant 
8. Building Façade and Signage Grant 
9. Property Enhancement and Improvement Program 
10. Destination Infrastructure Grant 
11. *Start-up Space Improvement Program 
12.*Agricultural Diversification and Tourism Program 

Housing Focused 
13. Tax Increment Equivalent Program 
14. Downtown Apartment Rehabilitation or Conversion program 
15. Attainable Housing Feasibility Program 
16. *Attainable Rental Housing Grant 
17. Additional Residential Unit Program 
18. Surplus Land Program 
19. Land Banking Policy
 * Denotes a new program



Two months ago, we shared that Hundred Acre Wood was searching
for a permanent home. We’re so happy to share that we found it.

We’ve secured nearly 50 acres on the Niagara Escarpment, where
children can continue to learn as they always have here: outdoors, in
every season, with the land as their classroom. Less than 1% will be
built on. The rest will remain open and wild.

With our current lease ending in September 2027, our next chapter is
already underway: building the school that will make this our
permanent home, and, in time, help address our waitlist of more than
200 families seeking childcare.

Hundred Acre Wood has committed the first $700,000 toward the
$1.4-million project. We’re inviting our community to help us build the
other half.

If you believe, as we do, that childhood belongs outside, we’d be
grateful to have you be part of what comes next.

AN UPDATE FROM HUNDRED ACRE WOOD

We found the land.
Now we’re building the home.

 

Learn more
haw.ca/donate

Engage In Our Upcoming Municipal Election – 
Make Your Vote Count!

The sessions are presented by the Blue Mountain Ratepayers’ 
Association and Climate Action Now Network (TBM).  It mirrors the 
event format used in our last municipal election, which resulted in 
very strong attendance, and generated productive discussions on 
the key election issues.

Sessions will be held each Tuesday from 5pm to 7pm between 
Labour Day and the start of the early voting period on Oct 16. And 
there have also been a couple of Thursday events scheduled, running 
from 7pm to 9pm, to accommodate the number of candidates who 
have declared for this election. 

The sessions will be at the L.E. Shore Memorial Library in 
Thornbury. The candidate will have three minutes at the start of the 
hour to outline their platform, followed by a moderated Q & A with 
questions from the audience.

Given venue capacity limitations, attendees are requested to 
preregister. On the Blue Mountains Public Library website, there is 
a Meet the Candidate sessions schedule. You can register for each of 
the sessions that you would like to attend.

thebluemountainslibrary.ca

We hope that you will join us.  Subject to change

Tuesday, Sept 22	 5pm - 6pm	 Gail Ardiel  	 Deputy Mayor
Tuesday, Sept 22	 6pm - 7pm	 Meghan Loney	 Councillor
Thursday, Sept 24	 7pm - 8pm	 George McLeod	 Councillor
Thursday, Sept 24	 8pm - 9pm	 Alex Maxwell	 Councillor
Tuesday, Sept 29	 5pm - 6pm	 Sean McMurray	 Councillor
Tuesday, Sept 29	 7pm - 8pm	 Brayden J DeWitt	 Councillor
Thursday, Oct 1	 7pm - 8pm	 Paula Hope	 Councillor
Thursday, Oct 1	 8pm - 9pm	 Marni Moreau	 Mayor
Tuesday, Oct 13	 5pm - 6pm	 Rachel Gilliland	 Deputy Mayor
Tuesday, Oct 13	 6pm - 7pm	 Peter Bordignon	 Mayor

Mayor vote for  1; Deputy-Mayor vote for 1; Councillors vote for 5
Call	or	Text

226 974 1621
KILTS

BOOK NOW FOR 
FALL CLEANUP

Landscaping
Handyman
Grasscutting
Bush & Brush
  Clearing

FFeerrgguussoonn  FFuunneerraall  HHoommee  IInncc..
Providing Cremation services, Memorial Celebrations &

Traditional Funeral Services to meet your nancial means. 
Prearrangement Consultations without cost or obligation. 

48 Boucher St E., Meaford 519-538-1320
www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY



Candidates 
www.thebluemountains.ca/
town-hall/council-committees/
elections

 FOR MAYOR
Bordignon, Peter	 www.peterformayor.ca
Moreau, Marni	 www.moreauformayor.com
Reale, Paul	 www.paulreale.ca 

  FOR DEPUTY MAYOR
Ardiel, Gail	 www.votegailardiel2026.ca 
Gilliland, Rachel	 www.rachelgilliland.ca
Murphy, Daniel	 dmur8675309@gmail.com
Welling, Bob	 www.welling4deputymayor.ca
	  

  FOR COUNCILLOR
DeWitt, Brayden	 www.braydendewitt.ca	  
Hope, Paula	 www.hopeforcouncil.ca
Kelly, Sean	 seankelly939@gmail.com
Loney, Meghan	 www.meghanloney.ca
Maxwell, Alexander	 www.votealexmaxwell.com
McKinlay, Shawn	 www.voteshawn4council.com
McLeod, George	 www.georgemcleod.ca 
McMurray, Sean	 connectwithsmcmurray@gmail.com
Porter, June	 vote4juneporter.ca

  FOR BLUE WATER DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
Cowley, Scott	 scottcowleytrusteecandidate@gmail.com
Forder, Angela	 northernpetshop@gmail.com	

Election Dates
Tuesday, September 1, 2026

Voters’ List available
Friday, October 16, 2026	

Voting Period begins at 10:00 a.m. (online or by phone)
Monday, October 26, 2026	

Election Day - voting ends at 8:00 p.m. EST
Monday, November 16, 2026	

Inaugural Meeting of 2026-2030 Term of Office





FOR DEPUTY MAYOR

ü Strong Financial Oversight

     & Accountability

ü E�ective Project Stewardship

     & Execution

ü Clear & Unified Direction for Council

 

Strong Oversight. Smart Execution. Clear Direction
 

Bob Welling
For Deputy Mayor 

The Blue Mountains

Elect 

 

AA  BBeetttteerr  PPaatthh  FFoorrwwaarrdd  

welling4deputymayor.ca

welling4deputymayor@gmail.com

705-888-1190

 

A Telephone/Internet Voting method will be used for the 
2026 Municipal Election. 

8.1.1 The Voting System provided by Simply Voting Inc. shall allow 
Electors to vote using a telephone or the internet. Electors shall be 
required to access a designated internet address or telephone a 
designated number in order to cast their Ballot. 

8.1.2 Every Elector shall be limited to only one vote through the 
use of a PIN distributed via Canada Post Lettermail in a sealed and 
personalized Voter Information Letter, or issued in person by an 
Election Official or by email or telephone in extenuating circumstances 
by the Clerk as necessary. Every Elector shall be required to provide 
their date of birth along with their PIN. 

8.1.3 Following the voter’s selection for all offices on a single 
composite Ballot, the Voting System shall identify the voter’s choices 
and provide the voter with the option of changing or confirming 
their vote selections prior to submission.



COUNCILLOR, TBM

authorized by the candidate

 ALEX MAXWELL
RE-ELECT

amaxwell25@rogers.com



FOR COUNCILLOR

SHAWN
McKINLAY

RE-ELECT

VoteShawn4Council.com

705 606 2573
ENDORSED BY THE CANDIDATE

Oct. 16 10am
- Oct 26 8pm

Sean Kelly
A Proven Leader for Town Council

Strategic Vision for TBM
Sean is running for Town Council 
with a clear, no-nonsense mandate to 
optimize municipal governance:

•	 Fiscal discipline

•	 Asset optimization

•	 Strategic collaboration

•	 Action-oriented governance

•	 Benchmarking success

seankelly939@gmail.com

Veteran Banner Program
The Royal Canadian Legion, Beaver Valley 
Branch, has arranged for the display of 
banners commemorating the service of 
our Veterans.
Who is Eligible to be Honoured on a 
Banner:
•	 Any person, living or deceased, who 

has served, or continues to serve 
Canada or its allies, in a war, conflict 
or peacekeeping mission. The person 
should have some connection to The 
Blue Mountains area (born, grew up, 
or lived here, or related to a current 
resident)

•	 Banners may have a different Veteran 
on each side (i.e. 2 members of your 
family).  

•	 The banners will be displayed every 
year in  Thornbury/Clarksburg from 
mid-October to after Remembrance 
Day.

•	 The banners will be displayed for as many years as they 
remain in good repair. When normal wear and tear prevents 
its display, sponsors will have the option to replace it. 

Contact the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 281 Beaver Valley
202 Marsh Street, Clarksburg, 
Email: rcl281beavervalley@gmail.com
Phone: 519-599-3555

Online Voters’ List Registration Tool Now Available
The Town of The Blue Mountains is pleased to announce that 

an online tool is now available for electors of the Town of The 
Blue Mountains to confirm that they are on the Voters’ List, and to 
Register to Vote if they are not currently on the Voters’ list. 

The tool can be accessed through the Town’s Election 
webpage and at the following link:  https://thebluemountains.
voterservices.ca.

If you are not on the Voters’  List, electors can register to be 
added to the Voters’ List by clicking the “Register” button, 
completing the application form and uploading Acceptable 
Documents for Voter Identification.

Election staff are also available at the Town of The Blue 
Mountains Town Hall during normal office hours to respond to 
questions regarding the election, including checking to see if 
electors are on the list, and to add qualified electors to the Voters’ 
list (identification is required).

Town Hall Address
Town of The Blue Mountains, Town Hall, 
32 Mill Street, Thornbury, ON

In early October, electors that are included on the Voters’ List will 
receive their Voter Information Letter in the mail that will provide 
voting information. During the voting period, commencing 
Friday, October 16 at 10:00 a.m. to Monday, October 26 at 8:00 
p.m., Electors can vote via internet or telephone.

For more information, contact the Town Clerk at (519) 599-3131 
ext. 232 or via email at townclerk@thebluemountains.ca.
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2026 Municipal & School Board Elections – 
October 26, 2026
Are you on the Voters’ List?

Commencing on September 1, during normal office hours and 
during the following extended hours of operation, Election Staff 
will be available at the Town of The Blue Mountains, Town Hall, to 
allow voters to confirm that they are on the Voters’ List. 

If you are not on the Voters’ List, and are eligible to vote in The Blue Mountains, staff can add you to the Voters’ List 
(identification is required). 

Town of The Blue Mountains, Town Hall
32 Mill Street, Thornbury 

Extended Hours of Operation:
Wednesday September 9, 2026 until 7:00 pm
Friday, September 11, 2026 until 7:00 pm

For more information, contact the Town Clerk at (519) 599-3131 ext. 232 or email townclerk@thebluemountains.ca
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The Blue Mountains Fire Department
Fire Prevention Week Open House

Saturday, October 3, 2026 | 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Fire Station #1
496916 Grey Road 2 and Clark Street
Thornbury, Ontario
fireprevention@thebluemountains.ca

Family friendly events including:
• Free BBQ
• Enter a draw to be Fire Chief 

for a day
• Birthday cake with Sparky
• Cookie decorating
• Bouncy castle and fire truck slide
• Fire truck display
• Firefighters available to answer 

your fire prevention questions
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Public Meeting: Request for Ministers Zoning Order (MZO)
File No: P3600
Property: 796060 Grey Road 19
Legal Description: RCP 950 Part 
Lot 63, RP 16R2789 Part 1
PUBLIC MEETING DATE AND TIME 
TO BE CONFIRMED
At the Aug. 25, 2026 Committee of 
the Whole Meeting, Council 
recommended proceeding to a 
Public Meeting regarding this 
matter. At the Sept. 8, 2026 Council 
Meeting, Council will provide 
direction on the meeting date, and 
at that time, an updated notice will 
be issued providing confirmation of 
the Public Meeting date. Please 
visit the project page at thebluemountains.ca/GR19-Rental for more 
information and to subscribe for updates. Additional contact and proposal 
information is provided below.
Request for Minister’s Zoning Order (MZO)
The Town of The Blue Mountains has received from the owner of the property a 
request for support from Town Council of a Request to the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing for an MZO that would allow a rental housing 
project subject to applicant proposed site specific provisions on this property.
The property, located at 796060 Grey Road 19,  is a 9.95 HA parcel located west 
and south of the intersection of Grey Roads 19 and 21, south of the intersection 
of Crosswinds Blvd and Grey Rd 19, and near the Blue Mountain Resort.
What is being proposed?
The applicant seeks to permit a rental housing development on lands currently 
designated Future Secondary Plan and zoned Development (D) zone by way of 
a proposed Minister’s Zoning Order including but not limited to:
• up to 646 apartment dwellings, associated accessory uses and limited 

resident-serving commercial uses on the developable portion of the lands;
• building heights of 5 storeys located closer to Grey Road 19 and 6 storeys 

located further into the site.
• site specific parking standards of 1.2 spaces per residential unit;
• protection of wetland, hazard, and open-space portions of the site to be 

protected through appropriate zoning; and
• detailed matters such as building placement, landscaping, grading, 

servicing, parking, pedestrian circulation, and urban design would be 
addressed through future Site Plan Control and other required approvals.

Please note: The subject lands are proposed to be regulated by a MZO issued 
by the Province of Ontario under Section 47 of the Planning Act. The MZO 
establishes the permitted land uses and development standards for the 
property and prevails over the Town's Zoning By-law where there is a conflict. 
The Province's decision to issue an MZO is not subject to appeal to the Ontario 
Land Tribunal.

Where do I find more information?
Additional information regarding this proposal  is 
available for viewing: 
www.thebluemountains.ca/GR19-Rental 
Alternatively, visit the Planning Services 
Department located at Town Hall during regular 
office hours, Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. or contact the planner for this file. 
When will a decision be made?
Decisions on MZOs are made by the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing. Prior to a decision, 
Council can provide their support or non-support 
of the MZO by way of Council Resolution.
What happens at the Public Meeting?
A Public Meeting is not yet scheduled. A new 
Notice of Public Meeting will be circulated once a 
date has been set. The Public Meeting is your 
chance to hear more about the proposal and make 
your views about it known. Any person or agency 
may provide comments on this matter in writing or 
verbally at the Public Meeting. Comments at the 
Public Meeting assist the Town and Council in their 
decision-making process, so be sure to have your 
say!
How do I submit my comments?
Written Comments – You are encouraged to 
provide your comments or questions in writing 
using email or regular letter mail to the Town Clerk. 
Comments can also be faxed to (519) 599-7723 or 
emailed to townclerk@thebluemountains.ca. Any 
submitted comments become part of the public 
record, including names and addresses. 
Want to be notified of a decision?
You must make a request in writing to the Town 
Clerk if you would like to be notified of a decision 
on this proposal to:
Corrina Giles, Town Clerk
Town Hall, 32 Mill Street, Thornbury, ON
Fax: (519) 599-7723, 
townclerk@thebluemountains.ca
Questions? Want more information? Ask a Staff 
Member!
Shawn Postma, Manager of Community Planning
(519) 599-3131 ext. 262 or 
planning@thebluemountains.ca

Key Map

Under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001 and in accordance with Ontario's Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
(MFIPPA), all information provided for, or at a Public Meeting, Public Consultation, or other Public Process are considered part of the public record, 
including resident deputations. This information may be posted on the Town’s website. and/or made available to the public upon request.
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What is a Minister’s Zoning Order (MZO)?
A Minister’s Zoning Order, commonly referred to as an MZO, is a zoning order made by the Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing under Section 47 of the Planning Act. An MZO can regulate the use of land, buildings, and structures and may establish 
zoning permissions directly, without the need for a municipal Official Plan Amendment and/or Zoning By-law Amendment. In this 
case, the requested MZO would establish the principle of land use, maximum density, maximum height, and related zoning standards 
for the subject lands. It has been submitted that the MZO is being requested to enable the timely delivery of purpose-built rental 
housing while still requiring subsequent technical review through processes such as Site Plan Approval and any required agency 
permits. A decision by the Minister to approve an MZO is not appealable to the Ontario Land Triubnal.
Application Process
The proposed MZO request is being considered as an alternative to the conventional planning approvals process, which would 
otherwise involve completion of a Secondary Plan, followed by applications for Official Plan Amendment, Zoning By-law Amendment, 
and Site Plan Approval. The subject lands are located within a Future Secondary Plan Area and that there is currently no approved 
Secondary Plan for the lands. If supported by Council and ultimately a decision made by the Ontario Minister, the MZO would establish 
the zoning framework for the property.
An information report summarizing the proposal, information received, and next steps will be presented at an upcoming Committee of 
the Whole meeting. Following that a Public Meeting to receive community feedback will be advertised and scheduled. Next, a 
recommendation report will be provided to Council for their consideration in order to receive a Council resolution on the project. More 
information can be found below on this webpage with additional information coming forward in the upcoming Planning Staff Report.

Proposed Concept Plan
Please note that the applicant has provided the concept plan shown 
below and they have further advised that it is for illustrative purposes 
only and does not represent the final site design. It demonstrates one 
possible development scenario, including general development 
potential and environmental protection areas. The requested Minister’s 
Zoning Order establishes the zoning framework and development limits 
for the site. If approved, a future Site Plan Approval application would 
be required to determine the final site layout and detailed design in 
accordance with the MZO.

Upcoming Council and Committee 
Meetings
• Council, Public Meeting, September 1, 2026  

• Council Meeting, September 8, 2026

• Committee of the Whole, September 14, 2026

• Committee of the Whole, September 15, 2026

• Council Meeting, September 28, 2026

• Council, Public Meeting, September 29, 2026* 

*Note: This meeting will be cancelled if it is not 
required 

All meetings are at the Town Hall, 32 Mill Street and 
Virtual.

Council and Committee of the Whole Meetings are 
live-streamed on the Town’s website, and the meeting 
recording is posted to the Town website following the 
meeting.

For meeting times, please call (519) 599-3131 ext. 232 
or check the Town website at 
www.thebluemountains.ca 
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AT THE DOOR (CASH ONLY)

GRACE UNITED CHURCH, 140 BRUCE STREET S., THORNBURY

Don Buchanan

A delightful evening

of classic jazz tunes 

An evening with Ale Nunêz  
Rising Star and recent 2026 Juno Nominee for Best Vocal Jazz Album

TICKETS HERE



Georgian Hills Vineyard & Ardiel Cider House, 
496350 Grey County Rd 2, Clarksburg

Farmer’s Pantry, 788030 Grey County Rd 13, Clarksburg
Oaklane Orchards, 496445 Grey County Rd 2, Clarksburg

Valley Ridge Family Farm, 615852 3 Line, Ravenna
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2026 Municipal & School Board Elections – 
October 26, 2026
Are you on the Voters’ List?

Commencing on September 1, during normal office hours and 
during the following extended hours of operation, Election Staff 
will be available at the Town of The Blue Mountains, Town Hall, to 
allow voters to confirm that they are on the Voters’ List. 

If you are not on the Voters’ List, and are eligible to vote in The Blue Mountains, staff can add you to the Voters’ List 
(identification is required). 

Town of The Blue Mountains, Town Hall
32 Mill Street, Thornbury 

Extended Hours of Operation:
Wednesday September 9, 2026 until 7:00 pm
Friday, September 11, 2026 until 7:00 pm

For more information, contact the Town Clerk at (519) 599-3131 ext. 232 or email townclerk@thebluemountains.ca
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(x1) 36" x 36" 

10mm coroplast sign 


