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March 20, 2025 – In-Person and Zoom Meeting      Meeting 

begins at 10:00 AM. Featured Speaker at 11:00 AM.   

Meeting Place – Oakville Public Library - Central Branch – 

120 Navy St.  Second Floor Auditorium 
  

  
Plenty of Parking on Water St with Elevator to Second Floor but 
we also respect those who wish to participate via Zoom  

  

FEATURED SPEAKERS – March 20, 2025  

Mona Jovetic and Damien Blackett  
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We are delighted that Mona Jovetic from Service Canada and Damien 

Blackett from the Canada Revenue Agency will be speaking to us on March 

20. 

Mona Jovetic is a Citizen Services Specialist with Service Canada in the 

Burlington office, covering most of Halton Region. Mona started her public 

service career in 2000 with Statistics Canada and then in 2001 moved to 

what is now known as Service Canada. For most of her career Mona worked 

in the Hamilton East Service Canada Centre issuing Social Insurance 

Numbers and assisting clients with Employment Insurance and Pensions 

applications and enquiries and Passport applications. In 2022 Mona moved 

to the Burlington office in her current position. She provides information 

sessions about Service Canada’s programs to community organizations and 

employers and conducts drop-in clinics for clients with partners (such as the 

Burlington Public Library) and attends fairs (seniors, youth, newcomers) to 

promote Service Canada’s programs. 

Service Canada provides Canadians with a single point of access to a wide 

range of government services and benefits including the Canadian Dental 

Care Plan (CDCP), Employment Insurance (EI), Canada Pension Plan 

(CPP), Canada Pension Plan Disability, Old Age Security (OAS), Social 

Insurance Number (SIN), Canada Apprentice Loan and Passports. 

Mona will focus on an overview of Service Canada programs (including 

Employment Insurance and specifically Caregiver Benefits), My Service 

Canada Account, Benefits finder tool and the Retirement Hub. 

 

Damien Blackett is a Volunteer & Benefits Outreach Officer with the Canada 

Revenue Agency. Damien has been with the CRA since 2018 and with the 

Outreach program since 2021. Damien is responsible for community 

outreach in the Hamilton/Niagara region.  

The Canada Revenue Agency administers tax, benefits, and related 

programs for the Government of Canada and for most provinces and 

territories. 



March 2025 Newsletter  
  
 

  3  

Damien will be speaking about disability tax credits, tax credits for seniors, 

community volunteer income tax program, & what to do following a death. 

 

Mona will be present in person and Damien will be presenting via ZOOM.  

Mona and Damien will be pleased to answer questions of general interest.   
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President’s Message 

 

Doug Peebles did a great job 

of managing Feb 20 Meeting 

electronics and ZOOM while 

Getty Pielsticker wrestled 

with sharks in the Turks and 

Caicos.  Thanks Doug! 

The Feb 20 Meeting also saw Jay Kell 

welcoming 3 new members and we 

were treated to a thought-provoking 

presentation by Terry Fallis on his 

latest book, A New Season.  

We had 22 members join for lunch at 

the Bronte Sports Kitchen. Reviews 

of food and prices were generally 

very good. 

Our March 20 Meeting will see us 

return to our regular Oakville Public 

Library Meeting place at 120 Navy 

St. 

Probus Canada asked our Club to 

ratify a $1 per member increase to 

the annual fee paid to the national 

organization.  

Ratification requires 2/3 of all clubs 

to approve and would go into effect 

for the coming 2025-26 Fiscal year.   

The consensus among our 

Management Committee was that 

out Club could absorb the increase 

(less than $60).  

In addition, Probus Canada asked us 

to consider addition of a Code of 

Conduct to our existing Constitution. 

We do not seem to have the 

problems addressed in the suggested 

Code, but the Management 

Committee will review and decide if 

it should be recommended to the 

membership 

Finally, Gerry Pielsticker, Doug 

Peebles and Mike Tweedie have been 

working with Sheridan College 

students on a project to improve our 

presence on the web and social 

media. Stay tuned! 

See you on March 20! 

Paul Nelson  
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Minutes of the General Meeting of the Probus Club of 

Oakville  
 

Queen Elizabeth Park Community and Cultural Centre  

 
February 20th, 2025 

 

 
Paul Nelson, President, opened the meeting at 10:00 a.m. There were 39 

members and guests present, plus two ‘Zoomer’ Members – Oakville & Turks 
& Caicos. 
 

1.0  Minutes 
 

After ascertaining that there were no amendments to the January 16th, 

2025 meeting Minutes, Tim O’Shea, Secretary, asked for a motion to adopt 

and approve the Minutes. Mike Tweedie proposed the motion, seconded by 
Roy Oldfield. The Motion was carried unanimously. 

 
2.0  Membership and Guests 

 
Jay Kell introduced and provided a short introductory biography for three 

(3) new members; sponsors are highlighted also: 
 

• Jim Stebbing; (Mike P.) 
• Peter McCormick; (Roy O.) 

• John Mickelson; (via our web-site). 
 

Additionally, Tim Godfrey, who provided the musical entertainment at our 
Club’s Christmas Luncheon and who had become an immediate member, 
was also formally introduced by Jay. (Gerry P.) 

 
Each of these four new additions to our Club can showcase a rich and varied 

background. We look forward to them sharing their profiles on a date soon. 
*** See Reports section.  
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We now have 55 members. Welcome Gentlemen! 
 

 
3.0 Members’ Health 

 
Mike Purcell indicated that Grant Gooding, 96, and former Past President, 

has been unavailable to contact recently. Mike will continue to make efforts 
to talk with Grant to see if there is anything that we can do to assist him. 

 
Further, Ivor Barlow, was unable to attend because of continuing 

challenges. We wish good health and a speedy return to the Club for both 
Members. 

 
4.0 President’s Report 

 
Paul commented on the recent success of the Pub Lunch at the Windsor 

Arms Pub on January 23rd where we had 31 Members and Guests in 
attendance. Two free lunches, courtesy of the Pub’s Management, were 

won by Brian Cargill & Gerry Pielsticker. Good work Mike/Doug! 
 
Let’s see if we can get 50 for the next Luncheon, which would net 6 free 

lunches, or ~1:8 chance of a win! Great odds! 
 

Paul mentioned that Roy would be commenting on Members’ Profiles, using 
them as a helpful and interesting way for us to better know each other. 

 
 

5.0 Reports – Management Committee and Chairs 
 

     Vice President 
 

***Roy asked that long service Members consider sharing/updating their 
profiles (with Tim’s assistance) so that newer members can enjoy hearing 

about the ‘Elders’ early achievements/successes and days of yesteryear. 
We just need 5-6 volunteers to start the ball rolling, before we consider a 

broader, bolder project to have all Members’ profiles updated. 
 

In addition to the profiles of those recent new members who will be 
encouraged to talk about themselves soon, we can make this exercise a 

memorable & interesting effort and a point of table chatter at our post-
meeting lunches. 
 

Roy mentioned that the customary 50:50 draw was suspended for this one 
meeting to accommodate the venue’s rules on games of chance etc. 

without acquiring a specific permit. 
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Secretary 
  

No additional Secretarial matters arising. 
 

***Tim O’Shea has volunteered to meet with any Member and help with 
updating relevant parts of his existing Profile so that the Member can feel 

comfortable presenting an informal 10–15-minute updated digest of his life 
story. Tim will document/prepare the Members’ input to help minimize any 

inconvenience. 
 

     Treasurer 
 

Ray entertained us with several interesting thoughts on “…this day in 
history & do you remember when…?” (we didn’t, or couldn’t). 

 
From a financial perspective, the Club continues to do well with a current 

cash on hand balance of C$5,573. Thank you for your stewardship, Ray. 
 

Speakers 
 
Grant Swanson shared the currently confirmed speakers for the next six 

months, beginning March 2025: 
 

• March – Damien Blackett from CRA and Mona Jovetic from Service 
Canada in time for tax season – Mona will be present in person and 

Damien remotely; 
• April – Windsor-Detroit Bridge Authority – The Gordie Howe Bridge 

– remote presentation; 
• May – Ontario Corps – Emergency Management – arrangements are 

in progress; 
• June – Adam Schoalts, explorer and wildlife biologist, will present 

his book  “Where the Falcon Flies”, the story of his solo canoe 
journey from Lake Erie to the Arctic, including practical tips to help 

with the planning of your next 3,400 km canoe trip - in person; 
• July – George Takach, a retired lawyer and adjunct professor at 

Osgoode Law School, Cold War 2.0 and Artificial Intelligence: What 
it Means for Canada, and the Trump Administration. 

 
      Probus Talks Cars … 

 
Grant updated his suggestion of an interesting and fun idea that would be 
a good ‘reserve’ in the event of a cancellation by a speaker at very short 

notice - such as we have had last month (Schoalts).  
 

He suggested that the Members could be polled, for example, as to their 
favourite car in their teen or later years (not necessarily their first car). 

Together with pictures of the car and special memories, the content could 
be held ‘in reserve’ until it was used as back up, or alternatively, a Member 
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could volunteer to present their own favourite in short 4-5 minute 
segments at an agreed time. Grant will initiate a suggested process/format 

for volunteer members to pursue this initiative. 
 

Interested? Contact Grant by e-mail: gswanson@cogeco.ca 
 

 
Activities/Memberships 

 
Mike Tweedie polled the membership on three possible initiatives that could 

be considered, in addition to a reprise of the recent successful pub lunch 
with guests: 

 
1. Monthly breakfast meetings (7 expressions of interest); 

2. Attendance on, say, ‘Motions’ day at the Ontario Superior Court in 
Milton (8 expressions of interest); 

3. Canadian War Plane Heritage Museum, Hamilton, with Guide & bus 
transportation (20+ expressions of interest). 

 
Stay tuned, folks! 
 

 
Website, Technical Services 

 
Doug had nothing additional to add. Thank you for helping with Gerry’s 

vacation absence. 
 

Book Club 
  

In Alex’s absence, Roy updated the Club on two recent non-fiction works 
that the 6 members, who meet every 2nd Thursday monthly, were reading: 

 
(a) John Grisham & Jim McCloskey: Framed: Astonishing True 

Stories of Wrongful Convictions 
 

(b) Simon Shuster: The Showman - Inside the Invasion That Shook 
the World and Made a Leader of Volodymyr Zelensky 

 
Investment Club 

 
Dave Patterson updated the Club on the results that he and his fellow 
Members are attaining from their ‘phantom’ portfolio which tracks and 

follows various Indices viz: 2024: ~25%; 2025 YTD ~23%. 
 

There’s no actual money involved, Gentlemen, so feel free to contact Dave 
to join, have fun and offer your expertise, or simply learn! 
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Profiler:  
 

Doug Peebles shared his varied financial, information technology & 
consulting/teaching career that crisscrossed Canada and elsewhere and 

culminated, prior to his retirement, as a Professor at the Business School 
at Sheridan College. Doug earned his Ph.D in the USA and also holds 

credentials from McMaster and Western Universities here at home. 
 

He spent part of his professional career specializing/consulting in corporate 
governance and the business performance of a firm often using the well-

known ‘SAP’ software (Systems, Applications & Products). 
 

Interestingly, he posed a question to the group as to the CEO’s prime 
responsibilities in a private vs. public organization. In this instance, the 

CEO in a private organization has a sole duty to the business itself vs. 
shareholders, public & employees in a ‘standard’ organization. 

 
Thank you, Doug. We know you were up against the clock! 

 
6.0 SPEAKER 
 

Grant introduced Terry Fallis, Canadian Author, multiple Award Winner, 
Humorist, who presented the ‘story behind the story’ of his ninth novel “A 

New Season” which embraces, amongst other themes: aging, loss, family, 
places, friendship, and love. 

 
Rather than tell the actual story (in addition to a short reading), Terry let 

us peek under the covers of his creative mind to understand how some of 
the principal characters were based upon real life experiences, albeit with 

a different identity in time and place and some imaginative colouring. 
 

For example, ‘Jack McMaster’ is based upon a person for whom Terry had 
great respect at a University and who taught him about life as part of their 

joint functional adversarial responsibilities. 
  

Jack Rugg offered a vote of thanks to Terry for his stimulating and thought-
provoking conversation with us. There was great interest in buying a Fallis 

novel or two, despite Terry mentioning that print is losing ground to audio 
and some bookshops are struggling to survive. 

 
Adjournment 
 

Paul asked for a motion to adjourn which was proposed by Jack Rugg and 
seconded by Dave Patterson. 

 
There were 22 members for lunch and great energy evident. 
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The next formal meeting will be March 20th, 2025 at our normal venue, 
Oakville Central Library.    

 
Respectfully, 

 
Tim O’Shea, 

Secretary, 
February 26th, 2025 
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2024-2025 Management Committee  
  

President  Paul Nelson (905) 631-2390 

Past President  Alex Murphy (905) 337-2924 

Vice President  Roy Oldfield (905) 847-2062 

Secretary  Tim O’Shea (905) 842-5133 

Treasurer  Ray Henrickson  (905) 469-0158  

Speakers  Grant Swanson (905) 510-8202 

Activities Doug Peebles (905) 842-1819 

 Mike Tweedie (905) 338-1281 

 Ulrich Wickhardt (905) 465-0641 

Newsletter  Paul Nelson  (905) 631-2390  

Membership  Jay Kell  (289) 407-3859  

Website  Gerry Pielsticker  (905) 338-9829  

Technical Co-ordinator  Gerry Pielsticker  (905) 338-9829  

  

 In addition, the following Key Support Positions have been filled by 

appointed Members.   

 Key Support Positions  

Equipment  TBD    

Member Welfare  Mike Purcell (905) 845-4097 

Auditor  Tony Pinchen (289) 837-1086 

50/50 Draw  Roy Oldfield  (905) 847-2062 

Investment Club   Dave Patterson  (905) 844-5894  

Greeter  Mike Purcell (905) 845-4097 

Book Club Alex Murphy  (905) 337-2924  

 
 

  


