
M E D I A  L I T E R A C Y  G U I D E  

Exploring U.S. and International Media Coverage 

Week of Late March – April 4, 2026  ·  U.S.–Iran Conflict & Domestic Shifts 
Sources: PBS · NPR · BBC · Al Jazeera · The Economist · India Times · Fox News · Newsweek · Time · MPR 

 

C O V E R A G E :  U . S .  V S .  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  M E D I A  

U.S. Media Focus International Media Focus 

PBS / NPR 
• Trump address: war may end soon, but strikes 

continue 
• “Mixed signals” from the White House on Iran 

strategy 
• Artemis II rounds the Moon; NASA releases Earth 

images 

 

Fox News 
• Gen. Jack Keane on strategic military choices 
• “Unprecedented” Pentagon pressure to deliver 

results 
• DHS funding battles and TSA pay standoff in 

Congress 

 

Newsweek / Time 
• AG Pam Bondi fired April 2; Todd Blanche 

elevated 
• SCOTUS hears birthright citizenship arguments 
• Trump’s 100% tariff on patented drugs (“Liberation 

Day”) 

 

MPR (Minnesota Public Radio) 
• TSA workers at MSP Airport working without pay 
• DHS funding impasse affects local federal 

employees 

Al Jazeera 
• U.S.–Israeli strikes on Iranian cultural monuments & 

steel plants 
• Framing around potential war crimes under 

international law 
• Impact on Palestinian advocates inside the U.S. 

 

BBC 
• NATO allies (Germany) refuse warships to Hormuz 

strait 
• Alliance fractures: “This is not our war” 
• European sovereignty vs. U.S. demands framing 

 

India Times 
• Indian-flagged tanker “close call” at Fujairah Port 
• Negotiations for release of seized tankers 
• Energy security framed as a national survival issue 

 

The Economist 
• China’s “teapot” refineries weathering the oil crisis 
• Economic shockwaves from the Hormuz closure 
• Legal frontier: birthright citizenship at SCOTUS 

 
 

S A M E  E V E N T ,  D I F F E R E N T  F R A M E  

Event U.S. Media Frame International Frame 

Iran strikes Military strategy & presidential authority Civilian casualties & war crimes risk 

Strait of Hormuz Energy prices & U.S. supply chain 
disruption 

Maritime safety for global shipping nations 

NATO refusal Allies failing to support U.S. leadership European states asserting sovereignty 

DOJ shakeup Domestic political power consolidation Erosion of judicial independence 

Oil price surge Consumer costs & domestic economic 
impact 

China’s refineries finding independent 
workarounds 

 
 

W H A T  E A C H  O U T L E T  M I S S E S  



Source Notable gap in coverage 

PBS / NPR Limited economic data on war costs; minimal coverage of non-U.S. civilian impact 

Fox News Scant humanitarian framing; little attention to international legal perspectives 

BBC European-centric alliance focus; less coverage of Gulf states’ own agency 

Al Jazeera Strong rights framing can underemphasize U.S. domestic political complexity 

The Economist Highly analytical; sparse on human stories and lived civilian experience 

India Times Focused on Indian national interests; broader regional context less prominent 

 
 

5  Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K  E V E R Y  T I M E  Y O U  R E A D  T H E  N E W S  

01 
Who is the audience? 
Domestic, regional, or global? The intended audience shapes every word choice. 

02 
Whose perspective is centered? 
Which voices appear as experts or victims? Who is absent from the story entirely? 

03 
What is the dominant frame? 
Is this a military strategy story? Humanitarian? Economic? The same event can be all three. 

04 
What is NOT covered? 
What would a reader in India, Germany, or Iran want to know that this outlet does not address? 

05 
How does word choice shape meaning? 
“Militants” vs. “fighters” vs. “forces”. “Close call” vs. “attack”. Framing begins before the first sentence ends. 
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