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Computational Chemistry Research Environments 2026

About the UKABCS Capacity Building Grant
The UK Association for Biotechnology and Computational Science (UKABCS) is pleased to launch the Capacity Building Grant in Computational Chemistry 2026. This programme has been designed to strengthen international research environments by supporting universities and research institutions to establish sustainable, collaborative, and high-quality research ecosystems.
Through cross-border partnerships, structured training, and opportunities for joint research, the programme enables institutions to:
· Build independent research teams with international exposure.
· Deliver measurable scientific outputs including publications and conference participation.
· Enhance institutional capacity in advanced scientific disciplines such as computational chemistry and bioinformatics.
· Provide equal access for researchers from both developed and developing countries, with special emphasis on supporting Arabic-speaking and English-speaking researchers through tailored content in their native languages.
Universities and research organisations can access funding to establish five research teams (50 researchers in total), each guided by a structured one-year programme combining academic training, applied research, and international dissemination of results.
This initiative is not only a funding mechanism but a strategic capacity-building partnership, designed to:
· Support capacity strengthening at the institutional level.
· Create opportunities for young researchers to gain practical experience in global science.
· Develop sustainable international collaboration and stronger research communities.
The programme directly contributes to five strategic pillars:
· Enabling research: advancing knowledge and innovation through joint projects addressing local and global challenges.
· Internationalisation: connecting institutions across borders, enabling mobility of knowledge, and harmonising research practices.
· Strengthening systems and institutions: improving the quality and efficiency of universities and research centres in delivering advanced training.
· Enhancing researcher outcomes: equipping participants with technical expertise and transferable skills such as teamwork, communication, and scientific writing.
· Promoting equality, diversity, and inclusion (EDI): ensuring opportunities are accessible to researchers across developed and developing regions, with a strong commitment to inclusivity.

Alignment with UKRI and SDGs
The UKABCS Capacity Building Grant 2026 aligns with the strategic priorities of UK Research and Innovation (UKRI), embedding principles of research integrity, ethics, EDI, and environmental sustainability, including responsible use of AI in science. It also contributes directly to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):
· SDG 4: Quality Education.
· SDG 9: Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure.
· SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals.
By combining advanced training, institutional development, and international collaboration, this programme establishes a model of transparent, equitable, and future-ready capacity building.
1. The Grant Call
Call name – Capacity Building Grant in Computational Chemistry 2026
Maximum value of grant
£32,000 per university (covering 5 research teams / 50 researchers).
Partner regions
The programme is open globally, with specific focus on supporting both Arabic-speaking and English-speaking researchers.
Number of grants expected to be funded in this call
A minimum of one grant per eligible university, with flexibility for multiple universities across regions.
Deadline for applications
1th December 2025 – 11:59 Pm Uk Time  Contact for further information 📩 Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk

Call objectives and intended outcomes
The Capacity Building Grant in Computational Chemistry 2026, launched by the UK Association for Biotechnology and Computational Science (UKABCS), aims to strengthen international research environments by providing universities and research institutions with the tools, structures, and financial support to build sustainable research teams.
The programme will:
1. International collaboration – establish joint research links across institutions from different countries.
2. Training programmes – provide a professional diploma covering 14 integrated modules in computational chemistry.
3. Exchange of knowledge and best practice – enable institutions to share approaches, methods, and innovation in computational sciences.
4. Development and implementation of pilot research teams – build five independent, mentored research groups in each participating university, each delivering concrete outputs.
We invite proposals for capacity strengthening partnerships between eligible higher education institutions and research centres worldwide. All collaborations are expected to establish new, or significantly develop existing, research environments that can be sustained long term.
The key aim of each partnership is to:
· Support institutional capacity building.
· Deliver measurable outputs (conference papers, poster presentations, certified training).
· Foster sustainable collaboration between universities across regions.

Scope of the programme
All capacity building grants will have the following overarching objectives:
· Contribute to institutional development: create systems, structures, and teams that strengthen capacity at university level. Proposals must demonstrate how activities will lead to structural change with potential local, regional, and national impact.
· Establish new international links: build or significantly expand collaborations relevant to both the UKABCS vision and the priorities of the partner universities.
· Support international development goals: strengthen research capacity in areas relevant to welfare, healthcare, education, and innovation, in alignment with the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Activities should be designed based on institutional needs assessments. Applicants must demonstrate mutual benefits and sustainability plans, ensuring long-term value for both their institution and the wider research community.
2. Eligibility Criteria for Institutions
To be eligible for funding under this call, proposals must meet the following requirements:
Eligibility Criteria
· The lead institution must be a recognised higher education provider (public or private university), a not-for-profit research centre/institution, or a hospital with formal accreditation either locally or internationally.
· Each participating university/institution must commit to establishing a minimum of five (5) research teams, with each team consisting of 10 researchers (a total of 50 researchers per institution).
· The lead institution must demonstrate the capacity to administer the grant through a research office or equivalent administrative unit.
· A formal Letter of Endorsement signed by a senior authority (other than the Main PI) (e.g., President of the University, Dean, or Research Director) must be submitted to confirm institutional commitment.
· Proposals must include a clear plan outlining:
· The organisational structure of the research teams, including a Main PI and at least 5 Co-PIs responsible for oversight.
· Mechanisms for supervision and internal monitoring.
· Commitment to financial, ethical, and administrative requirements of the grant.
· In addition, each institution must designate a Compliance Focal Point responsible for liaising with UKABCS on governance, safeguarding, and reporting requirements. Institutions are also required to include a short Equality, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) statement in their application, demonstrating practical measures to ensure fair participation of women, early-career researchers, and underrepresented groups. A declaration of Conflict of Interest (COI) must also be submitted at the time of application, and any emerging COIs must be reported immediately.
Associated Partners
Institutions may include associated partners in their proposals, either from within their home country or internationally, provided they belong to the following categories:
· Higher Education institutions.
· Not-for-profit research centres, establishments, or organisations.
· TVET/FE providers.
· Educational organisations, charities, or foundations.
· Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs).
· For-profit/commercial organisations (including SMEs) acting only as service providers, not direct beneficiaries of grant funds.
· Government organisations, industry bodies, or employer associations.
· Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) and social enterprises.
Restrictions
· For-profit organisations are not eligible to receive direct grant funds, except to cover travel-associated or minor operational costs directly linked to programme delivery.
· Proposals must clearly state the contribution of each partner towards achieving the call’s objectives.
· Applications led by ineligible institutions will be rejected during the eligibility screening after the call closes.
Additional Compliance Requirements
· Conflict of Interest (COI): The lead institution must declare that no conflict of interest exists at the time of submission. Any potential or emerging COI must be reported immediately to UKABCS.
· Equality, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI): Institutions must ensure fair researcher selection processes and demonstrate their commitment to inclusivity, actively supporting participation from women, early-career researchers, and underrepresented groups, in line with UKRI EDI principles. A short institutional EDI statement must be included in the application.
· Research Governance: All applicants must ensure compliance with both local regulations and international frameworks, consistent with UKRI standards of research integrity. Institutions must designate a compliance focal point to liaise with UKABCS on governance, safeguarding, and reporting requirements.

3. Funding
The maximum value of the Capacity Building Grant in Computational Chemistry 2026 is £32,000 per university, covering the full participation of five research teams (50 researchers in total).
Each funded project will run for a duration of 12 months per team, with the possibility of an extension of up to 3 additional months if required to complete outputs, in alignment with the overall programme timeline.
Grant Coverage
The grant covers the following:
· Training and infrastructure costs (delivery of the professional diploma, access to the learning platform, supervision, and monitoring).
· Conference participation fees (conference paper publication: £1,500 per team; poster presentation: £500 per team). Important: All conference papers and poster presentations funded under this grant must be submitted to the annual conference organised by UKABCS in collaboration with its partners. Funding will not cover publication or presentation in external conferences.
· Full coverage of research team costs for all five teams within the university.
Disbursement of Funds
Funds are not transferred directly to the university. The grant is managed and disbursed by the UK Association for Biotechnology and Computational Science (UKABCS) directly to the implementing companies responsible for training and delivery.
Once the university confirms the registration of its research teams (including payment of the symbolic operational fees), UKABCS transfers the allocated budget for each team as a single instalment, covering the full 12-month cycle of the project.
For conference and poster publication fees, UKABCS makes the payments directly after acceptance of the outputs. Universities or researchers are not required to make any direct payments.
All costs have been benchmarked against international standards to ensure value for money, transparency, and efficiency, in alignment with UKRI requirements. UKABCS does not retain any portion of the grant; 100% of the funds are allocated directly to programme delivery. Any changes or reallocations in the approved budget must receive prior written approval from UKABCS. Travel and accommodation for conference participation are not covered by the grant; however, UKABCS may provide logistical support such as invitation letters, visa facilitation, and registration guidance under separate arrangements.
-4 Operational Fees (Post-Award)
Universities and institutions are required to ensure that each participating researcher pays a symbolic operational fee directly to the implementing company (facilitated through UKABCS) at the time of registration:
· £100 per researcher (developed countries).
· £50 per researcher (developing countries).
Key principles:
· The operational fee is symbolic, non-refundable, and not deducted from the grant value.
· It is payable once only at the start of participation, with no repeat charges in subsequent phases.
· In the event of researcher withdrawal, the institution must appoint a replacement. The fee already paid is considered transferred to the replacement researcher.
· Each research team must always maintain a full composition of 10 members.
· After the award decision, institutions are granted one (1) month to submit the final list of participating research teams. Failure to comply may result in reallocation of the grant.
Waiver Policy:
· Institutions from developing countries may apply for a partial waiver (25%, 50%, or 75%) of the operational fee.
· A full waiver is not available.
· Requests must be submitted at the time of application (not post-award) via an official institutional letter, clearly indicating the number of teams covered and the percentage of waiver requested.
· Waiver applications are reviewed by UKABCS in consultation with the implementing company under transparent, published criteria.
· UKABCS maintains an official financial ledger of all operational fee payments to ensure accountability and full auditability under UKRI transparency standards. Waiver applications are subject to a capacity and fairness review, taking into account institutional financial resources and the number of teams submitted. The waiver percentage approved (25%, 50%, or 75%) will apply consistently across the nominated teams of the applying institution.
Certificates:
· All participants who successfully complete the programme will receive two certificates:
· An electronic certificate issued by UKABCS and the implementing company.
· A hard copy certificate sent by post, stamped with the official seal and embedded with watermarks for authentication.
· Certificates are issued only upon full completion of academic and research requirements and cannot be re-issued except through an official request.
· Certificates are issued in the name of both the researcher and their home institution to ensure institutional recognition. While UKABCS guarantees issuance, it is not responsible for postal delays or customs clearance issues that may affect the delivery of hard-copy certificates.
 



Restrictions
For-profit partner institutions are not eligible to receive direct grant funds, except to cover limited travel-associated or minor operational costs directly related to programme delivery.
Ethics
All activities supported under the UKABCS Capacity Building Grant 2026 must adhere to the highest standards of ethics, research integrity, and professional codes of conduct, fully aligned with UKRI Policy and Guidelines on Governance of Good Research Conduct.
Applicants must:
· Demonstrate in their proposals how ethical considerations and potential health and safety risks have been addressed.
· Ensure that all required institutional ethical approvals are obtained before activities commence.
· As part of their application, institutions must submit a concise Ethics Statement describing how ethical considerations are embedded within the proposed activities. This includes demonstrating institutional mechanisms for ethical oversight and safeguarding. Institutions are required to provide updates to UKABCS if any new ethical issues arise during the implementation of the grant.
Ethical review must include, but is not limited to:
· Data privacy and confidentiality in research projects.
· Responsible use of AI and computational models.
· Protection of human and environmental health during experimental validation stages.
· Compliance with both local and international research governance frameworks.
Failure to comply with ethical standards will result in immediate review of the project’s eligibility and may lead to termination of the grant.
5. Safeguarding and Protecting Adults at Risk
UKABCS is committed to safeguarding all participants, with particular attention to students, early-career researchers, and vulnerable groups.
All implementing partners and participating institutions are required to:
· Operate in line with UKABCS Safeguarding Policy, ensuring a safe and inclusive environment.
· Appoint a Safeguarding Focal Point (SFP) within each participating institution, who will liaise with the UKABCS Safeguarding Officer.
· Provide appropriate training to research leaders and supervisors to recognise and address safeguarding concerns.
· Ensure transparent reporting and response mechanisms are in place in case of any safeguarding incident.
Safeguarding obligations are mandatory and form part of the institutional agreement. Non-compliance will result in immediate review of the partnership status.

6. Environmental Impact
UKABCS is committed to ensuring that the environmental footprint of this programme is minimised.
As part of the application, institutions must outline how they will address the environmental dimension of their proposed activities. This may include:
· Prioritising virtual delivery and online collaboration over international travel where feasible.
· Encouraging the use of renewable resources and minimising waste during research and training activities.
· Embedding environmental awareness in research outputs, posters, and conference presentations.
These measures will not form part of the scoring criteria for the grant but are mandatory for transparency and internal monitoring.
UKABCS reserves the right to request additional information on environmental practices to ensure compliance with international sustainability standards.
As part of the application, institutions must also submit a short Environmental Statement (maximum 500 words) outlining practical steps to reduce the programme’s footprint, in line with the UKRI Environmental Sustainability Policy. This statement should cover resource efficiency, emissions reduction, and sustainable practices such as reuse and recycling. Institutions must commit to ongoing monitoring, and UKABCS reserves the right to request updates or additional information during implementation to ensure compliance with international sustainability standards.
7. Privacy Notice
The UK Association for Biotechnology and Computational Science (UKABCS) and its implementing partners comply with the UK GDPR, the UK Data Protection Act 2018, and data protection laws in partner countries that meet internationally accepted standards.
The information you provide will be used solely for the following purposes:
· Processing your application.
· Managing the selection process and awarding the grant.
· Monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the programme and its research outputs.
The legal basis for processing your information is the contractual agreement created through the terms and conditions of the application.
Your data may be shared with:
· The implementing companies contracted by UKABCS.
· Partner universities and institutions in the UK and overseas.
· UK and international reviewers responsible for assessing proposals.
· Monitoring and evaluation agencies overseeing the grant implementation.
Your information will not be used or shared with any other parties without your explicit consent. UKABCS reserves the right to share anonymised and aggregated data for statistical purposes or reporting to stakeholders.
· Institutional details: used for monitoring, evaluation, and statistical purposes.
· Gender and country of origin information: used for statistical purposes only.
· Contact details: used solely for communication regarding your application and grant participation.
Under UK Data Protection law, you have the right to:
· Request a copy of the information we hold about you.
· Request corrections to any inaccuracies in your data.
For more information, please contact us at privacy@ukabcs.co.uk or visit: www.ukabcs.org/privacy.
Your data will be retained for the full duration of the project and any required follow-up period, after which it will either be securely deleted or anonymised in line with relevant legislation.
In line with UKRI and UK GDPR requirements, applicants are reminded of their full data subject rights, including the right of access, rectification, erasure, restriction of processing, data portability, and objection. Where personal data is transferred outside the UK or EEA, it will only be shared under lawful mechanisms, such as adequacy decisions or UK-approved Standard Contractual Clauses. All data sharing with partners and implementing companies will be governed by Data Processing Agreements (DPAs) to ensure compliance. Personal data will normally be retained for six (6) years after project closure for audit and accountability purposes, unless a longer period is legally required, after which it will be securely deleted or anonymised.
8. Application Process and Documentation

The application process for the UKABCS Capacity Building Grant in Computational Chemistry 2026 is designed to ensure fairness, transparency, and compliance with international research governance standards. All institutions intending to participate must carefully review the guidance, prepare all required documents, and submit their proposals within the prescribed deadline.
Submission Platform
All applications must be completed and submitted online through the official UKABCS Grants Portal:
👉 Application Form – UKABCS Capacity Building Grant - UkABCS 
Applicants may download a blank version of the application form in advance to allow their research teams, administrative units, and institutional partners to prepare responses collaboratively before final submission. This ensures internal review and coordination at the institutional level.
Deadlines and Late Submissions
· The deadline for submission is 23:59 (UK Time), 9 September 2025.
· It is strongly recommended that applications are submitted at least one hour before the deadline to prevent last-minute technical issues.
· Late submissions: Any application received after the deadline will be automatically deemed ineligible, regardless of the reason for the delay. No exceptions will be granted.
· Incomplete submissions: Proposals missing any of the required documents listed in the Pre-Submission Checklist will be considered ineligible. UKABCS cannot facilitate a resubmission process once the call has closed.
Institutional Approval and Internal Processes
Applicants must ensure that their internal approval processes (letters of support, institutional endorsement, PI approval, and where applicable, ethical clearances) are initiated early. The call will remain open for approximately six weeks, which is deemed sufficient to secure all necessary institutional authorisations. Failure to provide the required institutional approvals will result in automatic rejection at the eligibility screening stage.
Pre-Submission Checklist
Institutions are required to verify that the following documents are prepared and included in the submission package:
· Completed Application Form (downloadable from the Grants Portal).
· Institutional Endorsement Letter, signed by a senior authority (e.g., University President, Dean, Research Director), confirming institutional commitment and nomination of no fewer than five research teams (50 researchers).
· CVs of the Main PI and Team PIs (minimum of 6 CVs).
· List of participating researchers, including names, institutional email addresses, positions, and affiliations.
· Project Plan and Timeline, outlining the structure of research teams, supervision mechanisms, and monitoring processes.
· Confirmation of compliance with:
· Ethical standards and safeguarding policies.
· Equality, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) principles.
· Environmental impact measures.
· Where applicable, a Waiver Request for administrative fees (partial only: 25%, 50%, or 75%).

Accessibility Support

UKABCS is committed to ensuring equal access to the application process. Institutions or applicants requiring reasonable adjustments, translation support, or other accessibility accommodations must contact UKABCS prior to the deadline:
📩 Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk
Review and Selection Process
1. Eligibility Screening – All applications will be checked against the institutional eligibility criteria (universities, research centres, associations, or hospitals; minimum five teams; complete documentation).
2. Quality and Compliance Review – Eligible applications will be reviewed by UKABCS in consultation with the implementing company. Assessment will focus on:
· Institutional capacity to administer the grant.
· Quality and clarity of the project plan.
· Compliance with Ethics, EDI, and Environmental Impact policies.
3. Final Selection and Notification – Decisions will be communicated by email, and the list of successful institutions will be published on the official UKABCS website for transparency.
Post-Award Requirement
· Institutions awarded the grant must, within one (1) month of receiving the award notification, submit the final list of all participating research teams (a minimum of five teams, 50 researchers).
· In the event of researcher withdrawal, the institution must replace the individual immediately to maintain the full composition of each team. Administrative fees already paid will automatically transfer to the replacement researcher and are non-refundable.
· Failure to meet the one-month deadline may result in the grant being withdrawn and reallocated.
Transparency of Outcomes
· All applicants, whether successful or unsuccessful, will be formally notified of the outcome.
· Institutions not selected may request feedback from UKABCS to improve their future applications. Feedback will be provided in line with UKABCS’s commitment to transparency and continuous capacity building.

In line with UKRI best practice, applications will also be subject to independent external review to ensure fairness and impartiality. Institutions should note that decisions of the selection committee are final; appeals will be considered only on procedural grounds, not on the merits of the proposal. As part of UKABCS’s commitment to transparency and equality monitoring, anonymised statistics of applications (by country, gender, and institution type) will be published after the call closes. Applicants are also encouraged to provide a short Data Management & Sharing Statement to demonstrate responsible handling of research data.

9. Application Form
Submission link:
All applications must be submitted exclusively via the official UKABCS Grants Portal:
👉 Application Form – UKABCS Capacity Building Grant - UkABCS
The application form must be completed and submitted by the Lead Institution only.
To access the form, applicants must first register on the portal. After registration, applicants will find a list of open calls; please select the Capacity Building Grant in Computational Chemistry 2026 and begin your application.
⚠️ Word limits: Please respect the word count limits set in the form. Any text exceeding the limits will not be read.
 
Official Development Assistance (ODA) Statement
All activities under this grant must comply with ODA (Official Development Assistance) rules as defined by the OECD.
To be ODA-eligible, projects must be directly and primarily related to the development needs of partner countries.
Applicants are required to outline:
The expected economic development and social welfare impact of their project.
How project activities will contribute to addressing local or national development challenges.
How the project aligns with at least one of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The anticipated outputs (papers, posters, training outcomes) and potential long-term outcomes.
 
Gender Equality Statement
In line with the International Development (Gender Equality) Act 2014, all applications must demonstrate meaningful consideration of how the project will contribute to reducing gender inequalities.
The statement should address:
Key gender equality issues relevant to the project, supported by evidence or data.
Measures to ensure equal and meaningful opportunities for women, men, and diverse gender identities throughout the project lifecycle.
Identification of barriers to participation for underrepresented groups, and how these will be addressed.
The expected impact of the project on gender relations, both within research teams and among beneficiaries.
Steps taken to reduce existing inequalities, including in decision-making, leadership, and access to resources.
Any risks of negative impact on gender equality, and how these will be mitigated.
Whether outcomes and outputs will include data disaggregated by gender and age.
⚠️ Note: Applications without a satisfactory Gender Equality Statement may be deemed ineligible.
 
Accessibility Adjustments
Applicants are encouraged to proactively integrate Accessibility considerations into the design and delivery of their projects, ensuring inclusive participation for all, including persons with disabilities.
Applicants may request adjustments or additional support during the application process, implementation phase, or reporting stage.
Requests may include logistical support, technical assistance, or financial adjustments to enable participation.
In line with UKRI and OECD-DAC guidance, applicants must clearly demonstrate that the primary purpose of the proposed project is to support the development needs of ODA-eligible countries, and explicitly state the link to the official OECD DAC list. Gender Equality Statements must be evidence-based, referencing institutional or national data where possible, and will be assessed on how effectively gender considerations are embedded across project design, delivery, and outcomes. Accessibility requests should, where possible, be submitted at least two weeks before the application deadline to ensure adequate processing time. Reasonable accessibility-related costs may be approved by UKABCS on a case-by-case basis and integrated into the project’s operational support.
Each request will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis depending on available resources.
📩 For accessibility requests, applicants should contact: Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk

10. Budget Sheet
The budget is fully managed by the UK Association for Biotechnology and Computational Science (UKABCS).
Funds are not transferred directly to universities. Instead, they are administered as in-kind credits, disbursed by UKABCS to:
· The implementing companies (for training, supervision, and infrastructure).
· The association’s journal/conference (for publication of accepted outputs).

Covered Items
1. Training and Infrastructure Costs
· Delivery of the Professional Diploma in Computational Chemistry (14 integrated modules).
· Supervision and monitoring through the implementing companies.
· Access to the learning platform and required software tools.
· Allocated cost: £4,400 per team (10 researchers) × 5 teams = £22,000.
2. Conference Paper Publication Fees
· Publication exclusively in the international conference organized by UKABCS and its partners.
· Allocated cost: £1,500 per team × 5 teams = £7,500.
3. Poster Presentation Fees
· Poster presentations at the UKABCS international conference.
· Allocated cost: £500 per team × 5 teams = £2,500.
Budget Summary
	Item
	Cost per Team
	No. of Teams
	Total
	Covered by Grant

	Training & Infrastructure
	£4,400
	5
	£22,000
	Yes

	Conference Paper
	£1,500
	5
	£7,500
	Yes

	Poster Presentation
	£500
	5
	£2,500
	Yes

	Total
	£6,400
	5
	£32,000
	Fully Covered



Symbolic Operational Fees
· Paid once upon team registration, via UKABCS to the implementing company:
· £100 per researcher (developed countries).
· £50 per researcher (developing countries).
· Waiver Requests (Developing Countries only):
Universities from developing countries may apply for a waiver of operational fees by sending a request to:
📩 Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk
with the subject line: “Waiver Request – Operational Fees.”
· Requests will be reviewed by UKABCS in coordination with the implementing company.
· Waivers are limited, as operational fees are symbolic, and final approval rests with the implementing company.
· The administrative (operational) fee is symbolic and non-refundable, to be paid directly by the researcher to the implementing company, and it is not deducted from the grant value.
The fee is charged once only at the start of participation and is not repeated, even if a researcher withdraws and is replaced by another team member.
Institutions from developing countries may apply for a partial waiver of 25%, 50%, or 75%. A full waiver is not available.
Waiver requests must be declared at the time of application, accompanied by an official institutional letter specifying the number of teams covered by the waiver and the exact percentage requested.
· All costs are benchmarked against international market rates to ensure value for money and compliance with UKRI standards.
· UKABCS maintains an official financial ledger of all disbursements, which is fully auditable and may be reviewed by UKRI or independent auditors for transparency.
· Any reallocation of funds between budget lines requires prior written approval from UKABCS.
· The grant does not cover staff salaries, purchase of large-scale equipment, or international travel. Only the items listed in the budget are eligible for funding.
· Waiver requests for operational fees are limited and will be assessed based on the institution’s financial capacity and the total number of teams submitted.
11. Selection Process
· Acknowledgement of receipt: All applications submitted before the deadline will be recorded and acknowledged via email. If your institution has not received an acknowledgement within seven (7) days of submission, please first check your spam/junk folder. If no message is found, please contact us at 📩 Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk.
· Completeness check: Applications will first be reviewed for completeness. If any required documents listed in the Pre-submission Checklist are missing, the application may be declared ineligible and will not proceed to the next stage. Due to the large number of applications, UKABCS may not be able to notify all applicants individually at this stage.
· Expert assessment: Eligible applications will be reviewed by a panel of subject experts, based on the Selection & Assessment Criteria outlined in the next section.
· Ranking and selection: The highest-ranked applications will be selected for contracting and grant allocation. Selected institutions will be formally notified and invited to sign the Grant Agreement.
· Unsuccessful applications: Institutions that are not selected will also be notified at a later stage. Feedback on applications may be requested in writing by contacting 📩 Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk.
· In line with UKRI best practice, applications will be assessed by a combination of internal reviewers and independent external experts to ensure impartiality. The Selection & Assessment Criteria will be made publicly available for transparency. Institutions should note that decisions of the selection committee are final; appeals will only be considered on procedural grounds, not on the academic merits of the proposal. The list of successful institutions will be published on the official UKABCS website.
12. Pre-Submission Checklist
Before submitting the application, applicants must ensure that all the following requirements are met. Any application missing one of these items may be considered ineligible:
Institutional Approval
· The project has been discussed and approved internally by the applying university or institution.
· The institution confirms its full awareness of and commitment to the proposed project.
Language of Documentation
· The application form and all supporting documents have been completed in English.
Supporting Letters
· A support letter issued by the applying institution (on official headed paper and stamped).
· It must be signed by:
· Dean of the Faculty, or
· Head of Department, or
· Programme Coordinator within the Faculty.
· The letter must be in English and cannot be signed by the Lead Researcher (PI) themselves.
· Scanned or emailed versions of letters are acceptable.
Grant Management
· The applying institution confirms its capacity to comply with the academic and administrative requirements.
· The UK Association for Biotechnology and Computational Science (UKABCS) is the sole entity responsible for budget management and disbursement of funds directly to the implementing companies, not to universities or individuals.
· Applicants must fully commit to this system.
Budget Submission
· A detailed budget has been submitted using the official financial template provided with the call documentation.
· Since UKABCS manages the budget directly, the institution’s responsibility is limited to providing accurate details of the research teams only.
Curriculum Vitae (CVs)
· CVs of all Principal Investigators (PIs) leading the research teams have been attached.
Associated Partners (if applicable)
· Where relevant, support letters from associated partners have been uploaded with the application.
In addition to the above, applicants must upload:
· A short Data Management & Sharing Statement (maximum one page) outlining how research data will be managed, stored, and shared responsibly.
· An Ethics Statement confirming institutional approval and alignment with UKRI safeguarding policies.
· An Equality, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) Statement describing measures to ensure fair participation.
Where supporting documents are originally issued in a language other than English, an official certified translation must be attached.

13. Assessment Criteria
Assessment of proposals will be carried out by independent expert reviewers appointed by UKABCS. Only proposals that clearly demonstrate relevance to capacity building, economic development, and social welfare in the applying institution’s country will be considered for funding.
In addition, only proposals with an average score of 30 points or more across all sections will be considered eligible for funding.

Section 1 – Relevance to Economic Development and Social Welfare (Yes/No)
· The proposal must clearly articulate a plausible pathway through which the activities may contribute to:
· Strengthening research environments,
· Supporting economic development and social welfare of the partner country,
· Creating positive impact on the lives of vulnerable or underrepresented populations,
within a reasonable timeframe (3–15 years).
⚠️ If this section is not satisfactory, the application will be considered ineligible.

Section 2 – Quality and Relevance (Score Range: 0–20)
Key Criteria:
· The proposed activities respond directly to national or institutional priorities and capacity-building needs.
· The proposal demonstrates how the activities will contribute to structural change within the institution and may be relevant at the local, regional, or national level.
· The collaboration between the applying institution and UKABCS (and its implementing partners) is justified and clearly adds value.
· The proposal aligns with the objectives of capacity building in computational chemistry, international collaboration, and sustainable research environments.
Scoring:
· 20 points: Meets all criteria to an exceptional level.
· 16–19 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to a very high level.
· 11–15 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to a high level.
· 6–10 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to an adequate level.
· 1–5 points: Meets some of the criteria at an adequate level.
· 0 points: Fails to meet criteria adequately.

Section 3 – Project Proposal / Methodology (Score Range: 0–20)
Key Criteria:
· Clear, feasible, and realistic objectives and outputs are described.
· Activities are well-planned, achievable within the timeline (12–15 months), and aligned with the programme’s overall framework.
· Specific outputs (e.g., training completion, conference papers, posters, capacity outcomes) are clearly defined.
· Methodology is transparent and appropriate, with strong justification for the chosen approach.
· Proposal demonstrates value for money, with all costs fully justified.
· A clear monitoring framework and reporting structure are outlined.
· Roles and responsibilities (University Lead, PI, Team PI, Implementing Company, UKABCS oversight) are clearly defined.
Scoring:
· 20 points: Meets all criteria to an exceptional level.
· 16–19 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to a very high level.
· 11–15 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to a high level.
· 6–10 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to an adequate level.
· 1–5 points: Meets some of the criteria at an adequate level.
· 0 points: Fails to meet criteria adequately.

Section 4 – Sustainability and Capacity Strengthening (Score Range: 0–20)
Key Criteria:
· The proposal includes a clear plan for sustaining outcomes beyond the funding period.
· Demonstrates how benefits (skills, collaborations, research culture) will extend beyond the individual teams to the wider institution and potentially the national/regional level.
· Involvement of associated partners (if applicable) to enhance sustainability and dissemination.
· Clear strategy for dissemination of results (conference participation, publications, internal workshops, institutional policy integration).
Scoring:
· 20 points: Meets all criteria to an exceptional level.
· 16–19 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to a very high level.
· 11–15 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to a high level.
· 6–10 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to an adequate level.
· 1–5 points: Meets some of the criteria at an adequate level.
· 0 points: Fails to meet criteria adequately.
Section 5 – Ethics, Safeguarding & Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) (Score Range: 0–20)
Key Criteria:

• The proposal demonstrates compliance with ethical standards and institutional approvals.
• Clear safeguarding measures are in place, particularly for vulnerable groups.
• Equality, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) considerations are embedded throughout the project, ensuring fair participation for women, early-career researchers, and underrepresented groups.
• Evidence of institutional commitment to responsible research conduct, aligned with UKRI policies.
Scoring:
· 20 points: Meets all criteria to an exceptional level.
· 16–19 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to a very high level.
· 11–15 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to a high level.
· 6–10 points: Meets the majority of the criteria to an adequate level.
· 1–5 points: Meets some of the criteria at an adequate level.
· 0 points: Fails to meet criteria adequately.

14. Key Milestone Dates
	Milestone
	Expected Timeline

	Call Opening
	1st October 2025

	Call Closing
	15th November 2025 – 11:59 pm UK time

	Results announcement
	By December 2025

	Contracts signed
	By end of December 2025

	Grant payments initiated
	By mid-January 2026



Note: Dates may be subject to change if the number of applications received is significantly higher than expected.
"All milestones will be strictly enforced, and no extensions will be granted except in exceptional circumstances approved in writing by UKABCS."

15. Applicant Screening
In line with UK regulations, the UK Association for Biotechnology and Computational Science (UKABCS) reserves the right to conduct checks through relevant third-party screening databases to ensure that applicant institutions or individuals are not:
· Listed as an individual or entity with whom national or international bodies prohibit financial dealings.
· Wanted by Interpol or any national law enforcement agency.
· Subject to regulatory action by national or international enforcement bodies.
· Restricted under trade, export, or procurement controls.
· Classified as a high-risk individual or organization, or identified as a Politically Exposed Person (PEP).
If any applicant or associated partner is listed under such categories, the application will be deemed ineligible.
Applicants must provide UKABCS with any reasonable information required to complete these screening checks.

16. Granting Process
· Once decisions on applications are made, UKABCS will send formal notifications to successful applicants, including a timeline to confirm acceptance of the grant.
· This will be followed by the issuing of the official Grant Agreement for signatures.
· Funds will only be disbursed once UKABCS has received a duly signed copy of the Grant Agreement within the stipulated timeline.
· Delays in returning the signed agreement may result in withdrawal of the funding offer.
· UKABCS will also request a copy of the Contracting Institution’s most recent bank account details to ensure accurate disbursement.
· "All funding decisions are final and not subject to appeal. However, unsuccessful applicants may request written feedback from UKABCS to support improvement in future applications."
17. Contractual Requirements
· The contracting authority and grant administrator is the UK Association for Biotechnology and Computational Science (UKABCS), which is solely responsible for managing and disbursing the grant funds.
· The applying institution (university or research center) must sign an Endorsement Letter confirming its approval of the project and its capacity to deliver the planned research activities.
· The university is not responsible for managing or holding the grant funds. Instead, UKABCS will:
· Disburse payments directly to the implementing companies responsible for training and delivery.
· Cover conference paper and poster publication fees after acceptance.
· Manage the financial credits of the grant in line with the agreed outputs.
· Upon signing the agreement, the university commits to:
· Providing the full list of participating researchers (names, institutional emails, academic positions, etc.).
· Appointing a Main PI who will serve as the primary contact with UKABCS.
· Dispute Resolution "Any disputes arising from the interpretation or execution of the Grant Agreement will be resolved amicably between the parties. If unresolved, disputes shall fall under the jurisdiction of UK law, with the courts of England and Wales having exclusive jurisdiction."
· Termination Clause "UKABCS reserves the right to terminate the Grant Agreement with immediate effect in cases of non-compliance, misrepresentation, or breach of ethical, financial, or administrative obligations."
· By submitting the application, the university confirms its acceptance of all grant terms and conditions and agrees to comply with the disbursement and monitoring mechanisms set by UKABCS.
· Any queries related to the Grant Agreement or financial management must be addressed to: Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk.

18. Monitoring and Reporting
· Since UKABCS retains full responsibility for financial management, universities and teams are only required to submit scientific and progress reports, without handling any financial transactions.
· Reporting requirements:
· Weekly reports from each Team PI outlining activities completed, attendance, and immediate outputs.
· Quarterly reports from the Main PI summarizing overall progress, challenges, mitigation strategies, and upcoming plans.
· A Final Report at the end of the project detailing outputs (Conference Paper + Poster + Internship Certificates), lessons learned, and recommendations for sustainability.
· Submission:
· All reports must be submitted directly to UKABCS via the designated electronic reporting system or the official programme email.
· UKABCS responsibilities:
· Reviewing reports and providing written feedback within a defined timeframe.
· Ensuring research teams adhere to the agreed timelines and deliverables.
· Documenting financial disbursements for outputs (Training, Conferences, Posters).
· Compliance & Audit:
· Reports will also serve as compliance documentation under UKRI standards. UKABCS reserves the right to conduct random audits, request supporting evidence (attendance sheets, draft outputs, ethical approvals), and verify alignment with institutional commitments.
· Institutions must ensure that research outputs are original, properly referenced, and free from research misconduct.
· Knowledge Sharing & Sustainability:
· Selected highlights from reports may be shared in anonymised form across participating institutions to promote cross-learning and collaboration.
· The final reports will contribute to an internal knowledge repository maintained by UKABCS, supporting future capacity-building initiatives.
· Non-compliance:
· Failure to submit reports or meet the required outputs may result in:
· Suspension of the team’s participation.
· Withdrawal of certificates for incomplete projects.
· Loss of eligibility for future funding opportunities.
· 
www.ukabcs.co.uk
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