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UKABCS Graduation Project Capacity Building Grant Agreement
The Association (UKABCS): UK ORGANIZATION FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY AND COMPUTATIONAL SCIENCE (UKABCS), incorporated under the Companies Act 2006 as a private company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales with company number 16686581, with its registered office in England and Wales, hereinafter referred to as “the Grantor” or “the Association”.
The Recipient: [Recipient Institution / University Name], [Faculty Name], [Department Name], located in [Recipient Country], hereinafter referred to as “the Recipient”.
Application ID: [Application ID, e.g., XX-UKABCS-2026]
Date: [Agreement Date, e.g., 15 February 2026]
This Agreement is made on the date set out above subject to the terms set out in the schedules listed below, which both the Association and the Recipient undertake to observe in the performance of this Agreement.
The Association shall award the Grant Support to the Recipient for the purposes of supporting the Project described in Schedule 1 on the terms and conditions of this Agreement.
The Recipient acknowledges that, where it will carry out the Project in partnership and/or collaboration with, and will pass some or all of the Grant Support to, any other organisation(s) (such organisation(s) not being a party to this Agreement (“Sub-Grantee(s)”)), it will ensure that it enters into formal, legally binding agreements with each Sub-Grantee on terms which reflect and are no less onerous than the terms of this Agreement, and that it shall remain wholly liable and responsible for all acts and omissions (howsoever arising) of each Sub-Grantee.

Schedules
· Schedule 1: Special Terms
· Schedule 2: Project Proposal & Scope of Work
· Schedule 3: Standard Terms (UKRI & UK Legal Compliance)
· Schedule 4: Project Summary Budget (In-Kind Support)
· Schedule 5: Guidelines for Applicants
· Schedule 6: Reporting Requirements

· Schedule 7: Bank Details Form (Cancelled/Omitted)
· Schedule 8: Communications & Branding Guidelines
· Schedule 9: Research Ethics & Compliance Policy

This Agreement shall only become binding on the Association upon its signature by an authorised signatory of the Association subsequent to signature by or on behalf of the Recipient.
IN WITNESS whereof the parties or their duly authorised representatives have entered into this Agreement on the date set out above.
Signed by the duly authorised representative of UKABCS
· Name: Israa Mohamed Ahmed
· Signature: ___________________________
· Position: Head of Partnerships & Strategic Development
· Date: [Date of Signing, e.g., 15 December 2026]
Signed by the duly authorized representative of [Recipient Institution]
· Name: [Authorized Representative Name]
· Signature: ___________________________
· Position: [Authorized Position, e.g., Dean of Faculty / President of University]
· Date: [Date of Signing]

Schedule 1: Special Terms
Terms defined in this Schedule 1 shall have the same meanings when used throughout this Agreement. In the event of any conflict between the terms set out in the various Schedules, the Schedules shall prevail in the order in which they appear in the Agreement. For the purposes of the Project and the Grant Support, the terms of this Agreement shall prevail over any other terms and conditions issued by the Association (whether on a purchase order or otherwise).



1. The Project
1.1. The Association awards the Grant Support for the purposes of the Graduation Project Capacity Building Programme in Computational Sciences and Biotechnology, as more fully described in the Project Proposal (Schedule 2) (the “Project”). 1.2. The Recipient will carry out the Project in collaboration with the official industrial and implementing partners:
· Bioinformatics Gate (Egypt) – implementing partner for Arabic-speaking participants.
· EBO Bio Solution Ltd (UK) – implementing partner for English-speaking participants.
· Helora Ltd (UK) – implementing partner for English-speaking participants. (collectively, the “Implementing Partners” or “Project Partners”), as detailed in the Project Proposal (Schedule 2). 1.3. The Recipient will deliver the Project and manage the student cohorts, ensuring that students successfully complete Phase I (Preparatory Training) and proceed to Phase II (Graduation Project Implementation) in accordance with the Project Proposal detailed in Schedule 2 of this Agreement.
2. Commencement and Duration
2.1. This Agreement shall come into force on [Term Start Date, e.g., 15 September 2026] and shall continue in full force and effect until [Term End Date, e.g., 15 June 2027] (the “Term”). 2.2. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary elsewhere in this Agreement, the Association shall be entitled to terminate this Agreement by serving not less than 30 days’ written notice on the Recipient.
3. The Grant Support & Equivalent Value
3.1. The Grant Support is provided as an in-kind scientific, educational, and digital support package, with an equivalent value of GBP 3,000 per team for the Phase II implementation phase (and GBP 250 per team in training support for the Phase I preparatory training phase, resulting in a total equivalent support value of GBP 3,250 per team of 10 students). 3.2. The Recipient is awarded this Grant Support for [Number of Teams, between 10 and 20] accepted graduation project teams, each comprising exactly 10 students, for a total equivalent support value of GBP [Total Equivalent Value, i.e., Number of Teams * £3,250] (the "Grant Support Value"). 3.3. No cash transfers or direct funding will be paid to the Recipient’s account; all support is delivered in-kind through software access, training, infrastructure, and academic-industrial supervision as detailed in Schedule 4. 3.4. Activation of the Grant Support phases is subject to the Recipient's compliance with the terms of this Agreement and, in particular, the 

Association’s Requirements, Funder Requirements (if any), and the Eligibility Criteria set out in Clause 4 below:
· Phase I (Mandatory Preparatory Training) Activation: Subject to signed Agreement in place and submission of student lists by [Onboarding Date, e.g., 15 September 2026].
· Phase II (Graduation Project Implementation) Activation: Subject to the participating students' successful completion of Phase I training requirements as verified by the Implementing Partners.
4. Eligibility Criteria
4.1. The Recipient and participating students must comply with the eligibility criteria and requirements detailed in Schedule 5 (Guidelines for Applicants) (“Eligibility Criteria”) in order to qualify for the Grant Support. 4.2. The Recipient warrants that it will continue to comply, and ensure that all participating students comply, with the Eligibility Criteria throughout the Term.
5. Funder
5.1. The Funder is the UK Association for Biotechnology and Computational Science (UKABCS), supported by the Implementing Partners.
6. Service of Notices
6.1. For the purposes of Clause 27 of Schedule 3, notices are to be sent to the following addresses:
· To the Association (UKABCS): UK Association for Biotechnology & Computational Science (UKABCS) Attention: Secretariat Email: Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk
· To the Recipient: [Recipient Institution Name] Attention: [Principal Investigator / Lead Academic Doctor Name] Position: [PI Title/Position, e.g., Lecturer, Department of Biotechnology] Email: [PI Email Address]
7. Insurance Requirements
7.1. The Recipient shall ensure that the university's standard institutional insurance policies cover the students, academic supervisors, and staff participating in the Project activities. 7.2. The Recipient shall ensure that any on-site activities are conducted in accordance with standard institutional safety and liability regulations.



8. Locations
8.1. The Project will be carried out at the Recipient’s institution in [Recipient Location/City, Country] with additional activities, server access, and academic-industrial supervision conducted online through the Implementing Partners. 8.2. Where feasible, the Association or its Implementing Partners may send representatives for digital or on-site monitoring visits, subject to prior agreement.
9. Publicity
9.1. Where the Recipient or participating students are responsible for the preparation of Project materials or materials promoting the Project, in addition to the publicity obligations in Clause 12 at Schedule 3, the Recipient shall: 9.1.1. Ensure that all materials carry the Association’s logo, alongside the implementing partners’ logos, in accordance with the Brand Identity Guidelines at Schedule 8. 9.1.2. Ensure that all publicity acknowledges the support of UKABCS as the grant-awarding body and its partners. 9.2. For the avoidance of doubt, the Recipient and the Association agree that nothing in this Agreement shall prevent the Recipient or students from publishing the results of the Project in academic publications, provided always that they act in accordance with this Clause 9 and the publicity requirements in Clause 12 at Schedule 3.
10. Monitoring, Reporting and Evaluation
10.1 Responsibility of the Main Principal Investigator
The Recipient's designated Main Principal Investigator ("Main PI") shall be responsible for coordinating, preparing, verifying, and submitting all institutional monitoring and reporting documentation required under this Agreement.
The Main PI shall act as the primary academic reporting contact between the Recipient and the Association and shall ensure that reports accurately reflect the progress of all participating Project teams under the Recipient institution.
10.2 Quarterly Progress Reports
The Main PI shall submit a formal Quarterly Progress Report to the Association every three (3) months throughout the active Grant period, using the official UKABCS Quarterly Progress Report Template provided by the Association.
The Quarterly Progress Report shall provide a consolidated institutional overview together with team-level information and shall include, where applicable:
(a) the status of each registered Project team;
(b) student participation, attendance, continuation, withdrawals, and approved replacements;
(c) progress against the approved Project objectives, activities, milestones, and timeline;
(d) progress in Phase I preparatory training, where applicable;
(e) progress in Phase II Graduation Project implementation;
(f) scientific work completed during the reporting period;
(g) technical and computational work completed during the reporting period;
(h) preliminary or completed Project outputs;
(i) manuscripts, abstracts, posters, conference submissions, software tools, AI assistants, applications, repositories, datasets, computational workflows, or other approved outputs under development;
(j) use of Grant Support, including software, digital platforms, computational infrastructure, licences, supervision, and other in-kind resources;
(k) any scientific, technical, administrative, ethical, operational, or student-related challenges affecting Project delivery;
(l) any delays, risks, deviations, or changes from the approved Project plan;
(m) corrective actions taken or proposed by the Recipient;
(n) support or intervention requested from the Association or Implementing Partners; and
(o) the planned activities and milestones for the following three-month reporting period.
10.3 Official Reporting Template
All Quarterly Progress Reports shall be submitted using the official reporting template issued by the Association.
The Association may update the reporting template from time to time where reasonably necessary for programme monitoring, evaluation, audit, funder requirements, research governance, or institutional quality assurance.
Any updated reporting requirements shall be communicated to the Recipient in writing.
The Association may reject a report as incomplete where mandatory sections of the official template have not been completed or where supporting evidence reasonably required for verification has not been provided.
10.4 Supporting Evidence
The Main PI shall ensure that Quarterly Progress Reports are supported, where applicable, by reasonable documentary or digital evidence, including:
(a) attendance and participation records;
(b) training completion records;
(c) Project meeting or supervision records;
(d) research drafts or progress documents;
(e) poster or manuscript drafts;
(f) software or repository links;
(g) computational analysis outputs;
(h) platform or resource usage records;
(i) ethics or institutional approval documentation; and
(j) other reasonable evidence relevant to the reported Project activities.
The Association shall not require unnecessary documentation unrelated to the monitoring of the Grant Programme.
10.5 Quarterly Review by the Association
Following receipt of each Quarterly Progress Report, the Association shall review Project progress and may:
(a) approve the reported progress;
(b) request reasonable clarification or additional supporting information;
(c) issue academic, technical, or administrative recommendations;
(d) identify outstanding milestones or deliverables;
(e) require a corrective action plan where material delays or deficiencies are identified;
(f) coordinate additional support with the relevant Implementing Partner;
(g) approve justified modifications or extensions in accordance with this Agreement; or
(h) where necessary, initiate the suspension, reduction, or remedial procedures provided elsewhere in this Agreement.
Ordinary scientific challenges or reasonable research delays shall be managed through corrective support and monitoring wherever appropriate and shall not automatically constitute misconduct or financial liability.
10.6 Annual Institutional Report
At the end of each annual Grant cycle, the Main PI shall submit a comprehensive Annual Institutional Report to the Association using the official UKABCS Annual Report Template.
The Annual Institutional Report shall consolidate the activities, progress, results, outputs, challenges, and Grant Support utilisation of all Project teams participating under the Recipient institution during that Grant year.
The Annual Report shall include, at minimum:
(a) a summary of the Recipient's participation during the Grant year;
(b) the status and performance of each Project team;
(c) student completion and participation data;
(d) academic and scientific achievements;
(e) technical and computational achievements;
(f) Project outputs completed, submitted, accepted, published, deployed, or otherwise delivered;
(g) use and impact of the Grant Support;
(h) identified challenges and corrective measures;
(i) deviations from the approved Project plans;
(j) ethical, research integrity, intellectual property, and data-management compliance;
(k) an evaluation of the academic and technical impact of the Grant Programme;
(l) recommendations for the following Grant year; and
(m) confirmation of the final outputs delivered for the relevant annual cycle.
10.7 Mandatory Annual Outputs
Each Project team shall be required to deliver the scientific, technical, professional, and reporting outputs applicable to its approved Project and specified in Schedule 2 or otherwise approved in writing by the Association.
Annual Project outputs may include, as applicable:
(a) scientific posters;
(b) manuscript drafts or manuscripts submitted to peer-reviewed journals or conference proceedings;
(c) conference abstracts or presentations;
(d) completed scientific analyses;
(e) research datasets and supporting documentation;
(f) computational workflows;
(g) software tools;
(h) web applications;
(i) AI scientific assistants;
(j) research automation systems;
(k) code or software repositories;
(l) technical documentation;
(m) student scientific and professional portfolios; and
(n) any other output expressly included within the approved Project scope.
The requirement to deliver outputs shall relate to the Recipient's reasonable completion, preparation, submission, or delivery of the agreed work.
Unless expressly stated otherwise in writing, the Recipient shall not be required to guarantee acceptance, publication, commercial deployment, or approval by an independent third party over whose decision the Recipient has no control.
10.8 Annual Output Verification and Evaluation
The Association shall conduct an annual evaluation of each Recipient institution and its participating Project teams.
The annual evaluation shall consider:
(a) achievement of agreed milestones;
(b) completion and quality of Project outputs;
(c) compliance with the approved Project scope;
(d) quarterly reporting performance;
(e) utilisation of Grant Support;
(f) student participation and completion;
(g) research integrity and ethical compliance;
(h) technical and academic progress;
(i) corrective actions undertaken during the year; and
(j) any exceptional circumstances materially affecting Project delivery.
The Association may verify submitted outputs directly or through the relevant Implementing Partners or suitably qualified reviewers.
10.9 Continuation of Grant Support into the Following Year
Where the Recipient participates in a multi-year Grant arrangement, continuation and activation of Grant Support for each subsequent annual Grant cycle shall be subject to satisfactory completion of the annual review.
Grant Support for the following year shall not be automatically activated solely by the passage of time.
Before activation of the next annual allocation, the Association shall review the Recipient's Annual Institutional Report, the outputs delivered by the participating Project teams, compliance history, utilisation of the Grant Support, and overall Project performance.
Following the annual review, the Association may:
(a) approve full continuation of Grant Support for the following year;
(b) approve continuation subject to specified corrective actions or conditions;
(c) defer activation of part or all of the following year's Grant Support pending completion of outstanding requirements;
(d) modify the level, scope, or structure of future Grant Support where reasonably justified;
(e) suspend particular Project teams while permitting other compliant teams to continue; or
(f) discontinue further Grant Support in accordance with the terms of this Agreement.
Any decision affecting continuation of Grant Support shall be communicated to the Recipient in writing.
10.10 Unsatisfactory Annual Performance
Where a Project team or Recipient has materially failed to deliver required outputs or comply with reporting obligations without reasonable justification, the Association may require the Recipient to submit a formal corrective action plan before subsequent Grant Support is activated.
The corrective action plan may include revised deadlines, outstanding deliverables, additional supervision requirements, reporting conditions, or other reasonable remedial measures.
Where the Recipient fails to satisfactorily complete the agreed corrective actions within the specified period, the Association may suspend or discontinue the affected Grant Support in accordance with Clauses 4, 7, and 15.
10.11 Exceptional Circumstances
Where annual outputs cannot be completed because of documented circumstances outside the reasonable control of the Recipient or Project team, the Main PI shall provide written notification and supporting evidence to the Association.
The Association may, where justified:
(a) approve additional time for delivery;
(b) carry an outstanding milestone into the following Grant cycle;
(c) approve an alternative equivalent output;
(d) modify the relevant Project requirement; or
(e) take any other reasonable action necessary to preserve the academic integrity and objectives of the Project.
Such approval shall be documented in writing.
10.12 Failure to Submit Reports
Failure by the Recipient to submit a required Quarterly Progress Report or Annual Institutional Report may result in written notice from the Association.
Where the failure is capable of remedy, the Association shall ordinarily provide the Recipient with a reasonable period to submit the outstanding report.
Continued failure to submit mandatory reports may result in:
(a) suspension of affected platform or resource access;
(b) withholding of further Grant Support;
(c) deferral of the following annual Grant allocation;
(d) suspension of affected Project teams; or
(e) termination of the affected Grant Support in accordance with this Agreement.
10.13 Reporting Records
The Main PI and Recipient shall maintain appropriate records supporting the information submitted in Quarterly and Annual Reports for the retention period specified elsewhere in this Agreement.
All reports and supporting documentation submitted under this Clause shall form part of the official monitoring and evaluation record of the Grant Programme.

11. Safeguarding
11.1. This Project is exclusively intended for undergraduate participants aged 18 years and above (university students, postgraduate researchers, and faculty members). Accordingly, the provisions relating to safeguarding children and vulnerable minors under UK law shall not apply, unless the research activities involve direct engagement with minors (under 18) or vulnerable groups, in which case Schedule 9 must be strictly adhered to. 11.2. Nevertheless, the Recipient warrants that it will maintain an environment that complies with institutional codes of ethics, non-discrimination, and professional conduct in relation to all participants.



12. Recipient Responsibilities
12.1. The Recipient shall: 12.1.1. Ensure all students enroll in and successfully complete Phase I preparatory training as a prerequisite for Phase II grant activation. 12.1.2. Ensure the Grant Support (platform access and in-kind resources) is used only for eligible project activities as detailed in Schedule 4 and Schedule 5. 12.1.3. Complete and submit all progress, communication, and final reports to the Association as per Schedule 6. 12.1.4. Comply with the specific guidelines governing the Project provided by the Association at Schedule 5, and any other reasonable requirements notified by the Association.

Schedule 2: Project Proposal & Scope of Work
1. Administrative Details
· Reference: [Application / Project Reference Number]
· Principal Investigator (PI): [Principal Investigator Name, Title, Institution]
· Project Title: [Project Title, e.g., Computational Capacity Building in Applied Bioinformatics]
· Number of Teams Registered: [Number of Teams, e.g., 10 to 20 Teams]
· Team Size: Exactly 10 undergraduate students per team working on a single graduation project.
· Implementing Partners:
· Bioinformatics Gate Egypt (Egypt)
· EBO Bio Solution Ltd (UK)
· Helora Ltd (UK)
2. Scope of Work & Dual-Phase Framework
The Project is executed under the UKABCS Dual-Phase Framework as follows:
Phase I: Prerequisite Preparatory Training (Non-Grant-Funded)
· Duration: 3 Months (Standard Tracks) or 5 Months (Hybrid Intensive Track).
· Study Model: Full-time model (5 study days per week, ~75 guided training hours), delivered in English.



· Content: Delivery of integrated modules in computational chemistry, bioinformatics, programming, and AI-assisted scientific workflows under the Bioinformatics Gate academic–industrial framework.
· Target Outcomes: Equip students with the foundational skills needed for graduation project implementation, satisfying university field training (التدريب الميداني) requirements and providing graduation exemptions.
· Payment: Students pay the prerequisite training fee of £100 per student (discounted to £75 via the UKABCS code) directly to Bioinformatics Gate Egypt.
Phase II: Graduation Project Implementation (Supported)
· Duration: 3 Months (Full-time model, 5 working days per week, ~75 supervised execution hours).
· Content: Access to the in-kind support ecosystem (Science Freelance, Get Docs Talk, ClientFlow CRM, software licenses) to execute the computational graduation project.
· Target Outcomes: Development of the project's scientific and technical deliverables under joint academic-industrial supervision.
3. Expected Deliverables & Outputs
· Academic Output: At least 1 scientific poster per team submitted to the Association’s annual scientific conference, and/or 1 research paper per team submitted to a peer-reviewed journal or conference proceedings.
· Technical Output: For software/product development tracks: a working software tool, web application, AI scientific assistant, or research automation system.
· Professional Portfolio: A completed scientific and technical portfolio for each student, detailing their skills and completed analyses, preparing them for the scientific labor market.

Schedule 3: Standard Terms
1. Interpretation
1.1. In this Agreement:
· “Association” means the UK Association for Biotechnology & Computational Science (UKABCS) acting as the Funder and coordinator.

· “Recipient” means the university or higher education institution receiving the Grant Support.
· “Grant Support” means the in-kind financial, platform, software, and training support made by the Association and its partners for the purpose of delivering the Project.
· “Project” means the research, training, and capacity-building activities outlined in Schedule 2.
· “Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)” includes all copyright, patents, trademarks, designs, and other intellectual property rights as defined by applicable laws.
· “UKRI Standards” means the policies and requirements of UK Research and Innovation relating to research integrity, ethics, open access, equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI), and financial accountability. 1.2. Headings shall not affect interpretation. References to legislation include any amendments or re-enactments. Where “including” is used, it shall mean “including without limitation.” 1.3. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of England and Wales. The English version shall prevail in case of translation. 1.4. Dispute Resolution: In the event of any dispute arising out of or in connection with this Agreement, the parties shall first attempt to resolve it through friendly consultations between their designated representatives. If unresolved within twenty (20) Working Days, the dispute shall be escalated to the senior management of both parties. If still unresolved after a further twenty (20) Working Days, the parties shall attempt to resolve the dispute through mediation under the rules of the Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution (CEDR) in London. If mediation fails, the courts of England and Wales shall have exclusive jurisdiction.
2. Recipient’s Obligations
2.1. The Recipient warrants that all information provided in the Project Proposal is true and accurate. 2.2. The Grant Support must be used solely and exclusively for the Project and in accordance with this Agreement. Any misuse of platform access or resources shall entitle the Association to terminate the support. 2.3. The Recipient shall ensure the Project is delivered with due skill, care, and diligence, and in compliance with UKRI Standards, national laws, and ethical research guidelines. 2.4. The Recipient confirms that the Project and the award of the Grant Support to it shall not breach the UK Subsidy Control Act 2022 or any applicable equivalent legislation. 2.5. The Recipient shall submit progress reports, communication logs, and final reports as set out in Schedule 6. 2.6. The Recipient shall not take actions that may damage the reputation of the Association or its partners. 2.7. Records of student participation, training attendance, and platform usage


 must be kept for seven (7) years and made available for audit. 2.8. The Recipient must notify the Association of any potential conflicts of interest and take all reasonable steps to mitigate them. 2.9. The Recipient warrants that the Project will be conducted in accordance with recognised standards of research integrity, including the UKRIO Code of Practice for Research Integrity. 2.10. Environmental Sustainability: The Recipient shall ensure that project activities are delivered in line with UKRI Environmental Sustainability Guidance, minimising environmental impact and contributing where possible to Net Zero commitments (e.g., through paperless workflows, remote collaboration, and cloud computing).
3. Capital Assets
3.1. No capital equipment purchases are funded under this in-kind Grant Support framework. Any equipment required for the implementation of the graduation projects must be provided by the Recipient institution or the students. 3.2. Where students access high-performance computing (HPC) or server resources provided by the Implementing Partners, such access is temporary, strictly for the duration of the Project, and subject to the acceptable use policies of the respective providers.
4. Withholding, Reduction, and Suspension of Grant Support
4.1. The Association reserves the right to withhold, reduce, suspend, or terminate (in whole or in part) the Grant Support (including platform access and licenses) where any of the following occur: 4.1.1. Breach of this Agreement or of Schedules 1, 2, or 6; 4.1.2. Failure of students to complete the Phase I prerequisite training; 4.1.3. Non-delivery of activities, outputs, or deliverables, or delivery of outputs of inadequate quality; 4.1.4. Fraud, plagiarism, academic dishonesty, or misuse of platforms; 4.1.5. Unapproved changes to Project scope, team composition, or timeline; 4.1.6. Failure to provide required reports, documentation, or reasonable access for monitoring. 4.1.9. Whistleblowing: The Recipient shall comply with the UKRI Whistleblowing Policy and maintain clear internal procedures that enable staff, researchers, and participants to raise concerns in confidence without risk of retaliation. 4.2. Notice and Remedy: The Association shall notify the Recipient in writing of the grounds for such action. Where appropriate, the Recipient shall be given up to fifteen (15) Working Days to remedy the breach before termination or reduction of support is applied. Immediate suspension may occur in cases of plagiarism, academic fraud, or material risk.




5. Change Control
5.1. A "Change" means any alteration to the scope, timeline, student count, or key personnel of the Project. 5.2. All Changes require the prior written approval of the Association. Requests must be sent by the PI to the Association's Secretariat. 5.3. Student Changes: Any replacement or withdrawal of a student from a team must be immediately reported. Replacement students must complete Phase I training requirements to remain eligible. 5.4. Timeline Extensions: Project activities should not exceed three (3) months for Phase II, but extensions of up to three (3) months may be approved in writing under exceptional circumstances. No extension alters the overall Agreement Term unless formally amended. 5.5. Key Personnel: Any change to the Principal Investigator or Lead Academic Supervisor requires immediate notification and written approval by the Association, including submission of updated CVs.
6. Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
6.1. Pre-existing IPR: All Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) that exist prior to the commencement of the Project or that are developed independently of the Project (“Background IPR”) shall remain the property of the party that owns or controls such rights. Nothing in this Agreement shall operate to transfer ownership of Background IPR between the parties. 6.2. Project-generated IPR: All Intellectual Property Rights arising directly from the funded Project (“Foreground IPR”) shall vest in the Recipient (or the participating students, in accordance with the Recipient's institutional policies), unless otherwise agreed in writing. The Recipient shall ensure that Foreground IPR is managed in accordance with good research governance and in line with the principles of responsible research and innovation. 6.3. Public Benefit & Open Access: The Recipient and participating students shall make every reasonable effort to ensure that Project results, data, and outputs are disseminated in a timely manner, consistent with the principles of Open Access and public benefit. Where Foreground IPR has potential for commercial exploitation, it must be managed in alignment with the principle of public benefit, ensuring that commercialization (if pursued) does not restrict reasonable research access or societal impact. The Recipient shall comply with the UKRI Open Access Policy, ensuring that all publications and research outputs are made freely available in accordance with UKRI guidance. 6.4. Research Data Management: The Recipient shall establish appropriate Research Data Management practices, including secure storage, access arrangements, and sharing in line with FAIR principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable). 6.5. Association License Rights: The Recipient grants (and shall ensure the students grant) the Association a perpetual, worldwide, non-exclusive, royalty-free licence (with the right to sub-license to UKRI, public funders, and collaborating institutions) to use, reproduce, translate, and disseminate Project outputs, reports, data, and results for non-commercial purposes, including monitoring, 


evaluation, policy development, training, and academic publication. For the avoidance of doubt, such rights shall not include unpublished raw data where disclosure could prejudice future publication or commercialisation. 6.6. Student IP Warranty: The Recipient warrants and undertakes that it shall secure all necessary written agreements, consents, and assignments of Intellectual Property Rights from participating students and supervisors to ensure that the Foreground IPR is managed in accordance with Clause 6.3, and that the license rights granted to the Association in Clause 6.5 are fully valid, legal, and enforceable.
7. Liability, Indemnity, Grant Support Responsibility and Proportionate Remedies
7.1 Unlimited Liability
Nothing in this Agreement shall exclude or limit the liability of either party for:
(a) death or personal injury caused by its negligence;
(b) fraud or fraudulent misrepresentation; or
(c) any other liability which cannot lawfully be excluded or limited under the laws of England and Wales.
7.2 Association Responsibility for Grant Support
The Association, as the Grantor, shall be responsible for the coordination, allocation, activation, administration and continuity of the Grant Support awarded to the Recipient under this Agreement.
The Association shall coordinate with the Implementing Partners and any other approved providers as necessary to facilitate the delivery of the Grant Support described in this Agreement, including, where applicable:
(a) scientific and educational software access;
(b) digital platforms and scientific tools;
(c) computational infrastructure and resources;
(d) academic and technical supervision;
(e) scientific publication and conference support;
(f) research and professional development resources; and
(g) any other in-kind support expressly included within the approved Grant Support package.
Where any component of the Grant Support is operationally delivered by an Implementing Partner or approved provider, the Association shall remain responsible to the Recipient for coordinating and administering the delivery of that component as part of the Grant Support.
The Recipient shall not be required to independently procure, contract for, or replace any component of Grant Support that the Association has expressly undertaken to provide under this Agreement, unless otherwise agreed in writing.
7.3 Grant Support Assets, Resources and Rights
Grant Support allocated under this Agreement shall be administered and controlled by the Association for the purposes of the Grant Programme.
Where funds, licences, platform access, computational resources, service credits, software access, publication support, or other resources are donated, allocated, transferred, licensed, or otherwise made available to the Association for distribution under the Grant Programme, the Association shall have the right to allocate, administer and manage such resources in accordance with the applicable donor, provider, licence, partnership, or funding arrangements.
Nothing in this Agreement shall be interpreted as transferring ownership to the Association of any underlying intellectual property, software, platform, infrastructure, or other proprietary asset belonging to an Implementing Partner, donor, or third-party provider unless ownership has been expressly transferred to the Association under the relevant written arrangement.
The Association shall nevertheless remain responsible for administering the Grant Support allocated to the Recipient under this Agreement.
7.4 Limitation of Association Liability
Subject to Clause 7.1, the Association's total aggregate financial liability to the Recipient arising out of or in connection with this Agreement shall not exceed the equivalent value of the Grant Support actually allocated and activated for the affected Project or Project team(s).
This limitation shall not relieve the Association of its obligation to take reasonable steps to coordinate, restore, replace, extend, or otherwise mitigate a material failure in the delivery of Grant Support for which the Association is responsible under this Agreement.
7.5 Limitation of Recipient Liability
Subject to Clauses 7.1 and 7.6, the Recipient shall only be financially liable to the Association for actual, direct, reasonable and evidenced losses arising from a material breach of this Agreement attributable to the Recipient.
Except in cases of fraud, fraudulent misrepresentation, wilful misconduct, deliberate misuse of Grant Support, or any liability which cannot lawfully be limited, the Recipient's aggregate financial liability shall not exceed the actual and evidenced value of the Grant Support affected by the relevant breach.
No predetermined financial penalty shall be imposed merely because the Recipient or a participating Project team fails to achieve an anticipated scientific, academic or technical result.
7.6 Indemnity
The Recipient shall indemnify the Association against actual, reasonable and evidenced third-party claims, losses, damages, costs and reasonable legal expenses, but only to the extent directly arising from:
(a) fraud, fraudulent misrepresentation, wilful misconduct, or proven negligence by the Recipient or persons for whom the Recipient is legally responsible in connection with the Project;
(b) a material breach of the Intellectual Property obligations contained in Clause 6;
(c) deliberate or material misuse of Grant Support;
(d) a material breach of applicable research ethics, research integrity, data protection, or safety requirements; or
(e) unlawful conduct attributable to the Recipient in connection with the Project.
Any indemnification shall be proportionate to the actual liability or evidenced loss incurred and shall not operate as an automatic or predetermined financial penalty.
7.7 Academic and Scientific Outcomes
The Recipient acknowledges that achievement of the approved Project outputs and deliverables is a material objective of the Grant Programme and that the Recipient and participating Project teams are required to use reasonable efforts to complete the outputs and milestones specified in this Agreement.
However, failure to obtain a particular scientific result shall not, by itself, constitute negligence, misconduct, or an event giving rise to financial liability.
For the avoidance of doubt, the following shall not, by themselves, constitute a financial liability event where the Recipient and Project team have acted reasonably, diligently and in good faith:
(a) inconclusive or negative research findings;
(b) rejection of a manuscript, abstract, poster, or conference submission by an independent journal, publisher, conference, or reviewer;
(c) delays in peer review, editorial decisions, publication, or third-party academic processes;
(d) failure to achieve an anticipated scientific hypothesis or research result despite proper execution of the approved methodology; or
(e) reasonable delays arising from circumstances outside the Recipient's control.
The Recipient shall nevertheless remain responsible for completing and submitting the required Project work, reports and agreed deliverables, subject to any extension, variation, or corrective action approved by the Association.
7.8 Project Difficulty, Corrective Action and Remedial Period
Where the Recipient or a Project team experiences a genuine difficulty that may materially affect completion of an agreed activity, milestone, output, or deliverable, the Recipient shall notify the Association promptly in writing, explaining the circumstances and, where reasonably available, providing supporting evidence.
The Association shall review the circumstances and may, where appropriate:
(a) require a corrective or remedial action plan;
(b) establish revised milestones;
(c) provide additional reasonable academic or technical guidance;
(d) approve an extension in accordance with the Change Control provisions of this Agreement;
(e) modify an affected deliverable where scientifically or operationally justified;
(f) temporarily suspend the relevant Grant Support pending remediation; or
(g) take further action in accordance with the withholding, suspension and termination provisions of this Agreement.
Where the breach or failure is capable of remedy, the Recipient shall ordinarily be given a reasonable written opportunity to remedy the failure before Grant Support is permanently withdrawn, except in cases involving fraud, serious academic misconduct, deliberate misuse, material ethical or safety violations, or other circumstances requiring immediate action.
7.9 Recovery of Grant Support
Where Grant Support has already been provided and the Association establishes that such support was obtained, used, or retained through fraud, deliberate misrepresentation, serious misconduct, deliberate misuse, or another material breach directly affecting that support, the Association may seek recovery of the actual and evidenced costs or equivalent value of the affected Grant Support.
Recovery shall be limited to the Grant Support actually affected by the relevant breach and shall be proportionate to the circumstances.
No amount shall become repayable solely because an anticipated scientific result was not achieved or because a manuscript, poster, abstract, software product, or other output was not accepted by an independent third party, provided that the Recipient has complied with its obligations and acted reasonably and in good faith.
Nothing in this Clause shall restrict any remedy available in respect of fraud, wilful misconduct, intellectual property infringement, or liability which cannot lawfully be limited.
7.10 Suspension, Withdrawal and Future Grant Eligibility
Where the Recipient commits a material breach of this Agreement, the Association may suspend, reduce, withdraw, or terminate the affected Grant Support in accordance with the procedures contained in this Agreement.
In cases of serious or repeated material non-compliance, fraud, plagiarism, academic misconduct, deliberate misuse of Grant Support, or failure to remedy a material breach following written notice, the Association may additionally declare the Recipient, relevant department, Project team, or responsible participants ineligible to receive further UKABCS Grant Support for a period of up to three (3) years.
Any suspension, withdrawal, recovery, or exclusion decision shall:
(a) be proportionate to the nature and seriousness of the breach;
(b) identify the affected Project, team, department, or Recipient;
(c) state the grounds for the decision in writing; and
(d) distinguish between ordinary Project underperformance and fraud, misconduct, deliberate misuse, or material non-compliance.
7.11 Continuity and Failure of Grant Support Components
Where any platform, licence, software resource, computational resource, service, or other component forming part of the approved Grant Support becomes materially unavailable or incapable of being delivered, the Association shall use reasonable efforts to mitigate the effect on the affected Project.
Where reasonably practicable, the Association may:
(a) restore the affected access or resource;
(b) coordinate with the relevant Implementing Partner or provider;
(c) provide or arrange a reasonably equivalent alternative;
(d) substitute another approved resource or service;
(e) extend the relevant Project milestone or access period; or
(f) modify the affected Project requirement where the unavailable resource materially prevents its completion.
A failure by an Implementing Partner or approved provider shall not, by itself, transfer responsibility for obtaining replacement Grant Support to the Recipient.
The Association shall not be liable for temporary interruptions or failures genuinely outside its reasonable control, provided that the Association takes reasonable steps to mitigate their effect on Project delivery.
7.12 Third-Party and Implementing Partner Distinction
For the purposes of this Agreement, an Implementing Partner appointed or approved by the Association for the delivery of Grant Support shall not be treated as a Sub-Grantee appointed by the Recipient.
The Recipient shall not be responsible for the acts or omissions of an Implementing Partner merely because that Implementing Partner delivers part of the Grant Support, except to the extent that the Recipient independently enters into a separate contractual arrangement with that Implementing Partner.
Participants may be required to comply with reasonable terms of use, acceptable-use policies, privacy requirements, data-protection requirements, and technical conditions applicable to platforms and services used in the Project.
7.13 Risk Allocation and Proportionality
The parties acknowledge that the Grant Support is provided predominantly on a non-profit and in-kind basis and that the allocation of liability and remedies under this Clause is intended to reflect a fair, reasonable and proportionate distribution of risk.
The purpose of the remedies contained in this Agreement is to:
(a) protect the integrity and proper use of Grant Support;
(b) ensure delivery and monitoring of agreed Project outputs;
(c) protect the Association, Recipient, students, Implementing Partners and other stakeholders from actual misconduct or loss;
(d) enable reasonable corrective action where Projects encounter genuine difficulties; and
(e) ensure that financial liability is based on actual and evidenced loss rather than an arbitrary or predetermined penalty.
Nothing in this Clause shall be interpreted as imposing a financial penalty solely because a scientific, academic, publication, or technical outcome was not achieved despite reasonable, documented and good-faith efforts by the Recipient and participating Project team.

8. Confidentiality and Information
8.1. Definition of Confidential Information: “Confidential Information” means any non-public, sensitive, or proprietary information disclosed by one party to the other in connection with the Project, including scientific data, unpublished results, technical information, business affairs, or personal data. 8.2. Duty of Confidence: Each party (the “Receiving Party”) undertakes that it shall keep all Confidential Information strictly confidential; use it solely for performing obligations under this Agreement; and not disclose it to any third party without the prior written consent of the disclosing party (the “Disclosing Party”), except to its employees, students, or professional advisers who have a strict need to know and are bound by equivalent confidentiality obligations. 8.3. Exceptions: Confidentiality obligations do not apply where the information:
· Is or becomes publicly available other than through breach of this Agreement;
· Was lawfully in the Receiving Party’s possession prior to disclosure;
· Is lawfully obtained from a third party without restriction;
· Is required to be disclosed by law, regulation, or court order (including under the UK Freedom of Information Act 2000 or Environmental Information Regulations 2004, subject to prior notice where lawful). 8.4. Survival: Confidentiality obligations shall survive for a period of seven (7) years following termination or expiry of this Agreement.
9. Data Protection
9.1. Compliance with Law: The Recipient and its participating researchers shall comply with all applicable data protection and privacy legislation, including the UK Data Protection Act 2018, the UK GDPR, and where relevant, the EU GDPR and any equivalent local laws. 9.2. Lawful Processing: Personal data collected under the Project must be obtained and processed lawfully, fairly, and transparently. It shall only be used for legitimate research, administrative, or reporting purposes directly connected to the Project. 9.3. Security & Retention: The Recipient must implement appropriate technical and organisational measures to protect personal data against unauthorised processing, loss, or damage. 

All records related to the Project and Grant Support must be retained for a minimum of seven (7) years after project completion. 9.4. Consent Warranty: The Recipient warrants that it has secured all necessary explicit, written, and informed consents from the participating students and supervisors prior to sharing their personal data, contact details, or demographic data (including gender and disability statistics) with the Association and the Implementing Partners, in full compliance with the UK Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR.
10. Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI)
10.1. Compliance: The Recipient must ensure that all Project activities (including student selection and team participation) are designed and delivered in full compliance with the Equality Act 2010 and UKRI EDI Strategy. 10.2. Non-Discrimination: The Recipient shall not discriminate on the basis of race, colour, ethnic or national origin, gender, disability, sexual orientation, marital status, religion, or age in the selection of students or delivery of activities. Mid-term evaluations and demographic reports (in anonymised format) may be required.
11. Anti-Corruption and Anti-Bribery
11.1. Compliance: The Recipient shall comply at all times with the UK Bribery Act 2010 and equivalent local legislation. 11.2. Prohibited Conduct: The Recipient shall not offer, give, solicit, or accept any bribe, gift, inducement, or improper advantage. 11.3. Due Diligence: The Recipient shall ensure that due diligence and fraud risk assessments are conducted on all participants and collaborating partners to mitigate financial irregularities. Any breach constitutes a material breach and entitles the Association to terminate the Agreement immediately.
12. Safeguarding
12.1. Standards: Where Project activities involve contact with children or vulnerable adults, the Recipient must comply with all applicable safeguarding laws, codes of practice, and the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 12.2. Requirements: The Recipient warrants that no member of its team or supervisors is barred from working with children or vulnerable adults, and appropriate background checks (e.g., DBS or local equivalent) shall be conducted if required.
13. Audit and Reporting
13.1. Audit Rights: The Association and its authorised auditors reserve the right, at any time during the Term and for up to seven (7) years after the completion of the Project, to audit the participation, attendance, and platform usage logs relating to the Project. 13.2. Cooperation: The Recipient must cooperate fully during any audit or review, providing access to all student records, reports, and evidence of project outcomes.
14. Force Majeure
14.1. Neither party shall be liable for any delay or failure to perform its obligations if such delay or failure results from a Force Majeure Event (e.g., acts of God, war, pandemic, utility failure, or government restrictions). 14.2. The affected party must promptly notify the other party in writing and take all reasonable steps to mitigate the effects. If the event continues for more than three (3) months, either party may terminate the Agreement on thirty (30) days’ written notice.
15. Termination
15.1. Termination by the Association: The Association may terminate this Agreement immediately or with thirty (30) days’ written notice in the event of:
· A material breach by the Recipient which is not remedied within thirty (30) days;
· Evidence of plagiarism, academic misconduct, or fraud;
· Reputational harm caused by the Recipient or its participants;
· Insolvency or winding up of the Recipient. 15.2. Consequences of Termination: Termination shall not affect accrued rights or surviving provisions (IPR, Liability, Confidentiality, Data Protection, Audit). Access to in-kind platforms and licenses will be deactivated immediately.

Schedule 4: Project Summary Budget (In-Kind Support)
1. In-Kind Support Structure
UKABCS and its partners support each graduation project team through an equivalent scientific funding ecosystem. This is an in-kind package consisting of training discounts, software access, and academic-industrial supervision, rather than a direct cash transfer.










Each accepted team comprises exactly 10 undergraduate students working on a single project.
2. Equivalent Value Table (Per Team)
	Support Category
	Equivalent Value
	Coverage Details

	Training Programme Support (Phase I)
	£250 per team
	25% tuition support on the mandatory preparatory training (25% × £100 × 10 students = £250), provided via an official UKABCS grant winner discount code.

	Scientific Publication & Poster Participation (Phase II)
	£800 per team
	Support for publication and/or conference poster participation through the IJBTCS Journal and Conference.

	Science Freelance Platform Access (Phase II)
	£500 per team / year
	Full team access for one year (£50/student × 10 students), including up to 50 tasks, 99 credits, featured opportunities, and scientific freelancing preparation.

	Get Docs Talk Platform Access (Phase II)
	£700 per team
	£11.66/month × 6 months × 10 students — for literature review, scientific reading, and AI-assisted reference analysis.

	ClientFlow CRM Access (Phase II)
	£1,000 per team
	£8.33/month × 12 months × 10 students — for research workflow, project collaboration, and scientific organisation.

	Scientific Digital Infrastructure & Software (Phase II)
	Fully Included
	Access to scientific software, AI systems, computational tools, and technical infrastructure required for implementation.

	Academic & Technical Supervision (Phase II)
	Fully Included
	Ongoing academic supervision, technical mentoring, milestone evaluation, and scientific project guidance.

	Total Equivalent Value Per Team
	£3,250 per team
	Combining Phase I and Phase II support packages.






3. Total Project Allocation Summary
· Number of Accepted Teams: [Number of Teams, e.g., 10 to 20]
· Total Number of Participating Students: [Total Students, i.e., Number of Teams * 10]
· Total Equivalent In-Kind Support Value: GBP [Total Support Value, i.e., Number of Teams * £3,250]

Schedule 5: Guidelines for Applicants
1. Understanding the Dual-Phase Framework
The grant is structured in two distinct phases to ensure academic and technical readiness before project execution.
· Phase II: Graduation Project Implementation: Completely free of charge for students who successfully complete the Phase I eligibility requirements. No project implementation fee, administration fee, hosting fee, or other mandatory project fee shall be charged to participating students for Phase II..
· Phase II: Graduation Project Implementation: Completely free of charge for students who completed Phase I.
2. Institutional Eligibility & Application Rules
· PI Leadership: Every application must be led by a designated faculty member (PI) who will oversee project execution and student coordination.
· Team Size Constraints: Each graduation project team must comprise exactly 10 students working on a single project. No exceptions.
· Team Count Constraints: Each university must register between 10 to 20 teams in their institutional application.
· Language Policy: All professional communications, research meetings, and project outputs (posters, papers, software) must be conducted in English.
· Student Dropouts and Replacements: Each team must maintain exactly 10 students. In the event of a student dropping out during Phase I or Phase II, the PI must notify the Association immediately. The PI may replace up to two (2) students per team, subject to the replacement students enrolling in and completing the mandatory training requirements (Phase I) prior to Phase II activation.
3. Submission Checklist for PIs
1. Complete Institutional Application Form.
2. Signed Institutional Commitment Letter.
3. PI Academic CV.
4. Student Excel list with exact team configurations.
5. Student training enrollment proofs.

Schedule 6: Monitoring, Reporting and Annual Output Requirements
1. Reporting Responsibility
The Recipient's designated Main Principal Investigator ("Main PI") shall be responsible for coordinating, verifying, and submitting all reports required under this Schedule on behalf of the Recipient institution.
The Main PI shall act as the primary reporting contact between the Recipient and the Association and shall ensure that all reports accurately reflect the progress, performance, outputs, and compliance status of all participating Project teams.
Where the Recipient has multiple Project teams, the Main PI shall submit one consolidated institutional report containing a separate section for each Project team.

2. Quarterly Progress Report
The Main PI shall submit a formal Quarterly Progress Report to the Association every three (3) months throughout the active Grant period.
All Quarterly Progress Reports shall be submitted using the official UKABCS Quarterly Progress Report Template.
Each Quarterly Progress Report shall include, at minimum:
(a) Recipient institution name;
(b) Main PI name and contact details;
(c) reporting period;
(d) Application ID and institutional Grant reference;
(e) number of active Project teams;
(f) number of participating students;
(g) student attendance and participation status;
(h) any student withdrawals or approved replacements;
(i) progress of Phase I training, where applicable;
(j) progress of Phase II Project implementation;
(k) Project objectives and milestones completed during the reporting period;
(l) scientific work and analyses completed;
(m) technical or computational work completed;
(n) preliminary or completed outputs;
(o) manuscripts, posters, abstracts, software tools, AI assistants, applications, repositories, datasets, computational workflows, or other outputs under development;
(p) Grant Support utilised during the reporting period;
(q) software, platform, computational infrastructure, supervision, publication support, or other resources accessed;
(r) scientific, technical, administrative, ethical, or operational challenges;
(s) Project delays or deviations from the approved plan;
(t) corrective actions taken or proposed;
(u) support requested from the Association or Implementing Partners; and
(v) planned activities and milestones for the following three-month period.

3. Team-Level Reporting
For each Project team, the Quarterly Progress Report shall contain a separate Team Progress Section including:
· Team / Group Number;
· Project Title;
· Principal Academic Supervisor;
· Student Names and IDs;
· Current Project Status;
· Percentage of Project Completion;
· Milestones Completed;
· Outstanding Milestones;
· Scientific Analyses Completed;
· Technical Deliverables Completed;
· Outputs Produced or Under Development;
· Current Risks or Challenges;
· Corrective Actions;
· Support Required; and
· Next-Quarter Objectives.
The Association may issue additional reasonable reporting fields where required for programme monitoring or quality assurance.

4. Supporting Evidence
The Main PI shall submit or maintain reasonable supporting evidence for reported activities and outputs.
Supporting evidence may include:
(a) attendance and participation records;
(b) training completion records;
(c) supervision and meeting records;
(d) manuscript drafts;
(e) scientific posters;
(f) abstracts;
(g) analysis files;
(h) research data;
(i) software repository links;
(j) application or platform links;
(k) screenshots or activity records;
(l) computational outputs;
(m) ethics approvals;
(n) institutional approvals; and
(o) other evidence reasonably required to verify Project progress.

5. Quarterly Review by the Association
The Association shall review each Quarterly Progress Report and may:
(a) approve reported progress;
(b) request clarification or additional documentation;
(c) identify incomplete or outstanding milestones;
(d) issue academic, technical, or administrative recommendations;
(e) require a corrective action plan;
(f) coordinate additional support with an Implementing Partner;
(g) approve a justified Project amendment or extension; or
(h) initiate remedial, suspension, reduction, or termination procedures in accordance with the Agreement where a material failure is identified.
The Association shall distinguish between ordinary scientific or research difficulties and material non-compliance, misconduct, or deliberate failure.

6. Annual Institutional Report
At the end of each annual Grant cycle, the Main PI shall submit a comprehensive Annual Institutional Report using the official UKABCS Annual Report Template.
The Annual Institutional Report shall include:
(a) an institutional summary of the Grant year;
(b) number of Project teams started and completed;
(c) number of students started and completed;
(d) student participation and completion data;
(e) summary of scientific activities;
(f) summary of technical and computational activities;
(g) outputs completed by each Project team;
(h) publications, manuscripts, posters, abstracts, and conference submissions;
(i) software tools, AI assistants, web applications, repositories, workflows, datasets, or other technical products;
(j) student professional and scientific portfolios;
(k) use and impact of the Grant Support;
(l) utilisation of software, platforms, infrastructure, computational resources, and supervision;
(m) Project challenges and delays;
(n) corrective actions taken;
(o) changes approved during the Grant year;
(p) compliance with research integrity, ethics, intellectual property, and data-management requirements;
(q) overall academic and technical impact of the programme;
(r) recommendations for the following Grant year; and
(s) confirmation of all outputs delivered during the annual cycle.

7. Mandatory Annual Output Submission
Each Project team shall submit the outputs applicable to its approved Project.
Depending on the Project type, outputs may include:
(a) scientific poster;
(b) manuscript draft;
(c) manuscript submitted to a peer-reviewed journal or conference proceeding;
(d) conference abstract;
(e) scientific presentation;
(f) completed computational analyses;
(g) research dataset;
(h) computational workflow;
(i) software tool;
(j) web application;
(k) AI scientific assistant;
(l) automation system;
(m) source-code or software repository;
(n) technical documentation;
(o) research or scientific portfolio; and
(p) any other output specified in the approved Project Scope.
The Association may define the applicable mandatory outputs for each Project category in the relevant Project Proposal, Call Guidelines, or Project Approval Letter.
Submission of the agreed work and outputs shall be mandatory.
However, the Recipient shall not be required to guarantee acceptance, publication, or approval by an independent journal, conference, publisher, reviewer, or other third party.

8. Annual Output Verification
The Association shall review and verify the annual outputs submitted by each Project team.
The review may include:
(a) completeness of required outputs;
(b) scientific quality;
(c) technical quality;
(d) compliance with the approved Project scope;
(e) originality and research integrity;
(f) student participation;
(g) milestone achievement;
(h) proper utilisation of Grant Support; and
(i) compliance with reporting and governance requirements.
The Association may appoint qualified internal reviewers, external reviewers, or relevant Implementing Partners to assist with technical or scientific verification.

9. Annual Performance Evaluation
At the end of each annual Grant cycle, the Association shall conduct a formal Annual Performance Evaluation for the Recipient institution.
The evaluation shall consider:
· Quarterly Progress Reports;
· Annual Institutional Report;
· Project outputs;
· student completion;
· milestone achievement;
· quality of scientific and technical work;
· use of Grant Support;
· compliance history;
· corrective actions;
· reporting performance; and
· any documented exceptional circumstances.
The annual evaluation may be conducted at institutional level and at individual Project-team level.

10. Continuation of Grant Support
Where the Grant Programme or institutional arrangement extends beyond one annual cycle, continuation of Grant Support into the following year shall be subject to satisfactory completion of the Annual Performance Evaluation.
Grant Support for the following year shall not be automatically activated.
Activation of the subsequent annual Grant Support allocation shall be subject to:
(a) submission of all required Quarterly Progress Reports;
(b) submission of the Annual Institutional Report;
(c) delivery of the required Project outputs;
(d) satisfactory performance against the approved milestones;
(e) appropriate utilisation of the Grant Support;
(f) compliance with the terms of the Agreement; and
(g) completion of any required corrective actions.

11. Annual Review Decision
Following the Annual Performance Evaluation, the Association may:
(a) approve full continuation of Grant Support for the following year;
(b) approve continuation subject to specified conditions;
(c) require corrective actions before activation of the next annual allocation;
(d) defer activation of all or part of the Grant Support;
(e) reduce or modify the scope of subsequent Grant Support;
(f) suspend an individual Project team while allowing other compliant teams to continue;
(g) suspend the Recipient institution's continuation where material deficiencies affect the wider programme; or
(h) discontinue future Grant Support in accordance with the Agreement.
The Association shall communicate the annual decision to the Recipient in writing.

12. Corrective Action Plan
Where a Quarterly or Annual Review identifies material deficiencies, the Association may require the Main PI to submit a Corrective Action Plan.
The Corrective Action Plan shall specify:
(a) the identified deficiency;
(b) the affected Project team or institutional activity;
(c) corrective measures;
(d) responsible persons;
(e) required supporting evidence; and
(f) completion deadline.
Where the Recipient satisfactorily completes the corrective actions, Grant Support may continue or be reactivated.
Failure to complete required corrective actions may result in suspension, withdrawal, or non-renewal of the affected Grant Support.

13. Exceptional Circumstances
Where a Project team cannot complete a required milestone or output due to circumstances outside its reasonable control, the Main PI shall notify the Association in writing and provide reasonable supporting evidence.
The Association may approve:
(a) an extension;
(b) a revised milestone;
(c) an alternative equivalent output;
(d) transfer of an outstanding deliverable to an approved later period; or
(e) another reasonable corrective arrangement.
Any such modification shall require written approval from the Association.

14. Failure to Submit Reports
Failure to submit a Quarterly Progress Report or Annual Institutional Report by the required deadline may result in written notice from the Association.
Where the failure is capable of remedy, the Recipient shall normally be given a reasonable period to submit the outstanding report.
Continued failure may result in:
(a) suspension of Grant Support;
(b) suspension of platform or software access;
(c) withholding of subsequent Grant Support;
(d) deferral of the next annual allocation;
(e) suspension of affected Project teams; or
(f) termination in accordance with the Agreement.

15. Official Reporting Templates
The Association shall issue and maintain the official:
UKABCS Quarterly Progress Report Template
and
UKABCS Annual Institutional Report Template.
Recipients shall use the current approved version of each template.
The Association may reasonably update reporting templates for monitoring, quality assurance, audit, research governance, or Grant Programme management purposes.

16. Record Keeping
The Recipient shall maintain accurate records supporting all Quarterly and Annual Reports for the record-retention period specified in the Agreement.
Reports, outputs, supporting evidence, review decisions, corrective actions, and annual continuation decisions shall form part of the official Grant monitoring record maintained by the Association.


Schedule 9: Research Ethics & Compliance Policy
The Recipient and participating students must ensure that all research activities are conducted in accordance with the highest standards of scientific ethics, data protection, and research integrity.
1. Research Integrity
All research must align with the Concordat to Support Research Integrity and the UKRIO Code of Practice for Research Integrity. Plagiarism, data fabrication, and academic dishonesty are strictly prohibited and will result in immediate termination of the Grant Support.
2. Data Protection and Security
· All research data collection and processing must comply with the UK Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR.
· Personal data relating to research participants must only be collected when strictly essential, and must be anonymised at the earliest opportunity.
· Particular care must be taken when handling data from vulnerable groups, using profiling or AI algorithms, or conducting international data transfers.
· A formal Data Management Plan (DMP) must be established, outlining responsibilities for data creation, secure storage, and archiving.
3. Ethical Approvals
The Recipient must obtain all necessary institutional and national ethical approvals prior to commencing any research activity involving human participants, animal subjects, or sensitive biological data.
4. Open Access & FAIR Principles
Research outputs (publications, posters, and datasets) funded under this grant must be managed in accordance with the UKRI Open Access Policy and FAIR principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable). Commercialization, if pursued, must not restrict reasonable research access or public benefit.

Appendix I: Legal and Policy Basis
This Agreement is interpreted in accordance with the laws of England and Wales. The following legal and policy frameworks govern the compliance requirements of this Agreement:
1. UK Legal Framework
· Companies Act 2006 (applicable to UK-registered guarantee companies).
· Bribery Act 2010 (governing anti-corruption and anti-bribery).
· Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR (governing data privacy).
· Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and Environmental Information Regulations 2004.
· Equality Act 2010 (governing Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion).
· Subsidy Control Act 2022 (ensuring compliance with UK subsidy rules).
2. UKRI and Research Standards
· UKRI Policy and Guidelines on the Governance of Good Research Conduct (2021).
· UKRI Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Strategy.
· UKRI Open Access Policy (2022).
· UKRI Whistleblowing Policy (2019).
· Concordat to Support Research Integrity (Universities UK, 2019).
· UKRI Environmental Sustainability Guidance (2023) (supporting Net Zero goals).

3. Professional Research Codes
· UK Policy Framework for Health and Social Care Research (2017).
· UKRIO Code of Practice for Research Integrity.
· UNESCO Code of Conduct for Social Science Research.








Annual Review, Outputs and Continuation of Grant Support

10.4 Annual Output Review
The Association shall conduct an annual review of the Recipient's performance, Project outputs, compliance, and utilisation of the Grant Support.
The annual review shall assess, as applicable:
(a) completion of the approved Project activities and milestones;
(b) scientific outputs, including posters, manuscripts submitted for publication, conference submissions, research datasets, and other approved academic outputs;
(c) technical outputs, including software tools, scientific applications, AI assistants, computational workflows, repositories, or other approved technical deliverables;
(d) student participation and completion;
(e) utilisation of the scientific software, platforms, computational infrastructure, and other in-kind resources provided under the Grant Support;
(f) compliance with reporting, research integrity, ethical, intellectual property, and data-management requirements; and
(g) any documented challenges, delays, corrective actions, or approved changes to the Project.
10.5 Continuation into Subsequent Grant Years
Where the Grant or institutional partnership is approved for more than one annual funding cycle, continuation or activation of Grant Support for each subsequent year shall be subject to satisfactory completion of the annual review.
The Association shall determine whether the Recipient has demonstrated satisfactory progress and reasonable achievement of the agreed outputs and milestones before activating the next annual allocation of Grant Support.
Continuation shall not require the guaranteed acceptance or publication of a scientific manuscript by a third-party journal. Evidence of appropriate completion, submission, documented research progress, or other approved scientific output may satisfy the relevant output requirement where the Recipient has acted reasonably and in good faith.
Following the annual review, the Association may:
(a) approve continuation and activate the next annual Grant Support allocation;
(b) approve continuation subject to specified corrective actions;
(c) defer activation pending completion of outstanding requirements;
(d) reduce or modify the subsequent Grant Support allocation where proportionate;
(e) suspend continuation; or
(f) discontinue further Grant Support in accordance with this Agreement.
The Association shall communicate the outcome of the annual review to the Recipient in writing.

image1.png
UKABCS

UK Organisation for Biotechnology
and Computational Science




image2.png
UKABCS

UK Organisation for Biotechnology
and Computational Science




