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Purpose of This Guideline
This document provides step-by-step guidance for researchers applying for the UKABCS Open-Access Publication Support Grant. Please read it carefully before submitting your application.

Section 1 — What This Grant Is
The UKABCS Open-Access Publication Support Grant provides full or partial APC (Article Processing Charge) waivers for researchers submitting original research to the International Journal of Biotechnology and Computational Science (IJBTCS) — the official peer-reviewed open-access journal of UKABCS.
This grant applies to IJBTCS only. It does not cover APCs for any other journal.

Section 2 — Who Can Apply
[! IMPORTANT] UKABCS Membership is a mandatory prerequisite. Only current UKABCS members are eligible to apply for this grant. Applications from non-members will not be reviewed.
UKABCS Membership Tiers
Any of the following active membership plans qualifies the holder to apply:
	Plan
	Duration
	Fee
	Status

	3 Year Membership
	3 Years
	£300
	Eligible

	5 Year Membership
	5 Years
	£500
	Eligible — Most Popular

	10 Year Membership
	10 Years
	£1,000
	Eligible



Membership is open to researchers from all countries, at any career stage. For membership information, visit: www.ukabcs.co.uk
You may apply if you are:
A current UKABCS member (3, 5, or 10 Year Membership) affiliated with a recognised university, research institution, or scientific organisation.
Working in a field within the scope of IJBTCS — biotechnology, computational science, bioinformatics, AI in science, life sciences, or related disciplines.
Preparing or finalising a manuscript to submit to IJBTCS.
Facing a genuine financial barrier to covering the IJBTCS APC independently.

Section 3 — What Is and Is Not Covered
✅ Covered
Full or partial waiver of the IJBTCS Article Processing Charge (APC).
❌ Not Covered
APCs for any journal other than IJBTCS.
Publication costs in conference proceedings.
Manuscript editing, proofreading, translation, or formatting services.
Any other research or administrative expenses.

Section 4 — Possible Grant Decisions
[! IMPORTANT] This is a competitive programme. Applying does not guarantee any level of support. Every application is independently reviewed by the UKABCS Grants Committee, which issues one of three decisions:
	Decision
	What It Means
	Next Step

	✅ Full APC Waiver Awarded
	100% of the IJBTCS APC is covered. You publish at no cost.
	Sign Grant Agreement → receive Grant Code → submit to IJBTCS.

	⚡ Partial APC Waiver Awarded
	A portion of the APC is covered. You pay the remaining balance.
	Sign Grant Agreement → receive partial waiver amount → submit to IJBTCS.

	❌ Application Not Funded
	Your application did not meet the required threshold. You are responsible for the full APC if you proceed.
	You may request feedback and reapply in the next quarterly cycle.



Rejection is a valid and common outcome. A significant proportion of applications in each quarterly cycle will not be funded. Meeting eligibility criteria does not guarantee support.

Section 5 — Important: Grant ≠ Manuscript Acceptance
[! WARNING] Receiving a grant award (full or partial waiver) does not mean your manuscript is accepted for publication in IJBTCS. Your manuscript must still go through IJBTCS's full independent peer review process. Grant approval and manuscript acceptance are entirely separate decisions.

Section 6 — How to Prepare a Strong Application
1. Submit your manuscript draft, not just an abstract. While an abstract is the minimum requirement, a full or near-complete manuscript draft significantly strengthens your application. It allows the Grants Committee to fully assess scientific merit.
2. Be specific and honest in your Financial Need Statement. Explain clearly why you cannot cover the APC independently: lack of institutional funding, no active research grant, early career stage, limited departmental budget, etc. Vague or generic statements are less competitive.
3. Ensure your research is within IJBTCS scope. Review the journal's aims and scope at ijbtcs.com before applying. Applications for manuscripts that do not fit the journal's scope will not be funded.
4. Apply at the right time in your writing cycle. Apply when your manuscript is nearly ready for submission. Applications submitted very early in the writing process (before a complete draft exists) are lower priority.
5. Apply at the start of a quarterly cycle. Applications received early in a cycle have the best chance of review within that cycle. Late submissions are carried to the next cycle.

Section 7 — Application Checklist
Before sending your email, confirm you have:
[ ] Completed Application Form (downloaded from the UKABCS website)
[ ] CV / Academic Profile (maximum 2 pages)
[ ] Manuscript abstract (minimum) — or full draft (recommended)
[ ] Financial Need Statement (maximum 300 words)
[ ] Institutional Endorsement Letter (recommended, not mandatory)
Send your complete application to: Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk
Subject line: [Publication Grant Application] – [Your Full Name] – [Institution] – [Country]

Section 8 — After You Submit
Acknowledgement: You will receive an acknowledgement of receipt within 5 working days. If you do not hear back, please follow up.
Review: The Grants Committee reviews complete applications within 8 working days of receipt.
Decision: You will receive a formal written decision by email:
✅ Full APC Waiver — with your grant code and next steps.
⚡ Partial APC Waiver — with the amount covered and the balance you owe.
❌ Not Funded — with a brief explanation. You may request additional written feedback.

Grant Agreement: Funded applicants must sign and return the Grant Agreement before the waiver is activated.
[! WARNING ] Receiving an acknowledgement does not mean your application has been approved. Approval is communicated only through an official decision email from UKABCS.

Section 9 — After the Grant Is Awarded
Sign and return the Grant Agreement to Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk.
Receive your UKABCS Grant Code (or partial waiver confirmation).
Submit your manuscript to IJBTCS through the official submission portal at ijbtcs.com, applying your grant code where requested.
Your manuscript will then undergo independent peer review through IJBTCS's standard editorial process.
If accepted, your article will be published open-access in IJBTCS with the APC covered as per your award.

Section 10 — Post-Publication Obligations
Once your article is published, you must:
Acknowledge UKABCS in the published article:
"This work was supported by the UKABCS Open-Access Publication Support Grant, UK Association for Biotechnology and Computational Science (UKABCS). Published in the International Journal of Biotechnology and Computational Science (IJBTCS)."
Submit a post-publication report to Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk within 30 days of publication, including:
The article DOI or direct link.
A 1–2 sentence summary of the research and its significance.
Share the published article with UKABCS for dissemination through association channels.
Non-compliance with these obligations may affect eligibility for future UKABCS programmes.

Section 11 — Common Questions
Q: Do I need to be a UKABCS member to apply? A: Yes. UKABCS membership is a mandatory prerequisite. Only current members holding an active 3 Year (£300), 5 Year (£500), or 10 Year (£1,000) membership plan are eligible to apply. Applications from non-members will not be reviewed. Membership is open to researchers from all countries, at any career stage. Visit www.ukabcs.co.uk to join.
Q: My manuscript has not been submitted to IJBTCS yet. Can I still apply? A: Yes. You may apply before submission. The grant, if awarded, will be activated when you are ready to submit. However, the grant code is valid only for IJBTCS submission and cannot be transferred.
Q: What happens if my manuscript is rejected by IJBTCS after I receive the grant? A: If your manuscript is rejected by IJBTCS peer review, the grant becomes void. You may revise and resubmit to IJBTCS (using the same grant code, subject to approval) or reapply in a future cycle with a revised manuscript.
Q: Can I use the grant for a manuscript I am co-authoring with others? A: Yes. The grant is awarded to the corresponding author. The acknowledgement requirement applies regardless of the number of co-authors.
Q: Is there a word limit or format requirement for manuscripts submitted to IJBTCS? A: Please refer to the IJBTCS author guidelines at ijbtcs.com for all editorial and formatting requirements. The grant does not influence editorial standards.

Section 12 — Contact
📧 Email: Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk 
🌐 IJBTCS Journal: ijbtcs.com 
🌐 UKABCS Website: www.ukabcs.co.uk/publications-conferences-support 📍 Address: 10 Portal Way, London W3 6RT, England, UK 
📞 Phone: +44-7848180477 
🕐 Office Hours: Monday–Friday, 08:00–19:00 (GMT)

This guideline note is provided for informational purposes. In the event of any discrepancy between this document and the official Grant Agreement, the Grant Agreement shall prevail.
UKABCS — Advancing Biotechnology and Computational Science for a Better World Copyright © 2026 UKABCS. All rights reserved.
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