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UKABCS INNOFUND GRANT
Graduation Project Grant Programme
UK Association for Biotechnology and Computational Science (UKABCS)
Document: Applicant Guideline Note & Operational Manual
Programme Framework: 3-Year Active Standing Programme | 5-Year Annually Renewable Institutional Cycle
Call Frequency: Tri-Annual Open Calls (Three Application Rounds Per Year)
Contact: Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk
Official Portals: www.ukabcs.co.uk | ijbtcs.com

Purpose of This Document This Guideline Note provides comprehensive, step-by-step guidance for Principal Investigators (PIs), department heads, and academic supervisors applying to the UKABCS INNOFUND GRANT — Graduation Project Grant Programme. It details the two-phase capacity-building framework, funding mechanisms, supervisory benefits, tri-annual round schedules, eligibility criteria, and step-by-step application instructions. Please review this document thoroughly before submitting an application. ## 1. Programme Overview & Strategic Vision
1.1 What is the INNOFUND Grant? The UKABCS INNOFUND GRANT is an international institutional capacity-building initiative established to empower undergraduate researchers and academic supervisors in executing high-impact, computationally driven graduation projects. It bridges academic research with advanced industrial tools in Artificial Intelligence (AI), bioinformatics, computer-aided drug design, and computational data science. ### 1.2 Key Programme Characteristics - 3-Year Standing International Framework: Operating continuously across a 3-year timeline to serve universities worldwide. - 5-Year Annually Renewable Cycle: Once awarded, a Principal Investigator enters a 5-year grant cycle that renews annually, allowing supervisors to enroll new undergraduate cohorts each academic year under the same grant umbrella without full re-application. - Tri-Annual Application Intake: Calls open three times annually (August, December, and April) to align with international semester structures. - Flexible Project Capacity: Supports any scale of undergraduate research — from an individual supervisor with a single graduation project (1 team of 10–12 students) up to departmental submissions of up to 20 graduation projects. ## 2. The Two-Phase Programme Framework
Compliant with UKRI research integrity, academic transparency, and international non-profit standards. The INNOFUND Grant operates under a structured Two-Phase 

Architecture designed to ensure that students acquire essential digital and computational competencies before embarking on their graduation research: ### Programme Architecture at a Glance
PHASE I — Mandatory Preparatory Training (Prerequisite Phase)
· Delivered by Industrial Partner: Bioinformatics Gate Egypt
· Official 25% UKABCS Grant Discount
· Effective student fee: £75 GBP, payable in 3 parts
· May satisfy applicable faculty practical and field training requirements, subject to institutional approval
PHASE II — Graduation Project Implementation (100% Fully Funded)
· Zero tuition / zero implementation charges for eligible project execution
· Equivalent in-kind support of £3,250+ GBP per 10-student team
· Flat £15 GBP Project Administration & Hosting Fee per project team
· Includes access to applicable cloud infrastructure, project-management systems, AI research resources, and academic/technical supervision
2.1 Phase I: Mandatory Preparatory Training (Educational Prerequisite) Before undertaking project execution, all student team members must complete, or be actively enrolled in, one of the five approved verified training tracks (standard 3-month tracks or 5-month hybrid intensive track). • Tuition & Discount Structure: o Standard training tuition: £100 GBP per student. o Official UKABCS Grant Discount (25% Support): Deducts £25 GBP per student, sponsored by UKABCS and Bioinformatics Gate Egypt. o Effective Student Tuition: £75 GBP per student, payable in three (3) flexible installments directly to Bioinformatics Gate Egypt. o University Co-Funding Option: If the university contributes £25 GBP per student, the student pays only £50 GBP (payable in 3 installments). • Direct Payment Recipient: All training fees are paid directly to the educational delivery partner, Bioinformatics Gate Egypt. No portion of training fees is received by UKABCS. ### 2.2 Phase II: Graduation Project Implementation (100% Fully Funded)
Zero Implementation Tuition
Project implementation is 100% fully funded. Students pay zero tuition for eligible research execution, mentoring, and computational access.
Equivalent Support Value

Each team of 10 students receives in-kind technical and digital support valued at £3,250+ GBP, including applicable cloud infrastructure, research platforms, project-management systems, simulation resources, and publication-related support.
Project Administration & Hosting Fee
A flat £15 GBP fee per graduation project team applies to designated hosting and project administration services.
· Not per student: The £15 fee applies to the entire project team.
· Purpose: Dedicated server hosting, cloud environment configuration, domain management, and technical coordination.
· Collection & Transfer: The PI coordinates the fee from the project team and transfers it directly to Bioinformatics Gate Egypt.
Financial Flow Architecture
All grant allocations and subsidies are structured as in-kind programme support and are transferred directly to the implementing technical partner or applicable support platforms. No direct cash funds are transferred into personal accounts of Principal Investigators.
3. What the Grant Provides for Principal Investigators (PIs)
Principal Investigators and academic supervisors receive international academic recognition and research support through the INNOFUND programme.
3.1 Official UKABCS 5-Year Academic & Professional Membership
· Formal recognition of academic and research leadership.
· Certificate of Research Leadership & Affiliation.
· Printed/digital membership certificate and member profile listing.
· Continued eligibility for applicable UKABCS initiatives, subject to programme requirements.
· Annual renewal throughout the applicable 5-year participation cycle, subject to renewal requirements.
· Priority access to future international funding calls and research networks.



3.2 IJBTCS Publication Voucher — 100% APC Waiver
· One voucher providing a 100% Article Processing Charge (APC) waiver for one peer-reviewed manuscript submitted to the International Journal of Biotechnology and Computational Science (IJBTCS).
· Available across applicable submission categories, including research articles, reviews, and case studies, subject to standard independent peer review, publication eligibility requirements, and the applicable programme terms.
3.3 Institutional Leadership Recognition & Priority Networking
· Formal acknowledgment through applicable UKABCS proceedings and programme activities.
· Direct opportunities for international academic collaboration and research networking.
4. Eligibility & Team Requirements
4.1 Eligible Applicants
University & College Faculty: Professors, Associate Professors, Assistant Professors, Lecturers, and academic supervisors across all ranks. - Research Centre PIs: Principal Investigators at independent or affiliated scientific research institutes. - Educational & Applied Science Staff: Academic leads at technical universities, polytechnics, and higher institutes. ### 4.2 Flexible Project Volumes
Single-Project Applications: Supervising one graduation project (10–12 students) is fully eligible and encouraged. - Multi-Project Applications: Department heads and faculty leads may submit up to 20 graduation projects per application round. ### 4.3 Re-Application & Continuous Participation Policy
Important: Previous applicants and past grant winners ARE FULLY ELIGIBLE to apply. Researchers and institutions that participated in previous UKABCS grant cycles are welcome and encouraged to apply for new student cohorts, new project topics, and upcoming academic intakes. ## 5. Required Documents & Submission Guidelines






Applicants should prepare the following documents for submission:
	#
	Required Document
	Status
	Description

	1
	Official Application Form
	Mandatory
	Completed institutional form with PI details and estimated student numbers.

	2
	Institutional Endorsement Letter
	Mandatory
	Signed by the Dean, Department Head, University President, or authorised institutional representative confirming institutional support.

	3
	Principal Investigator Academic CV
	Mandatory
	Concise academic CV outlining research background and supervisory experience (maximum 2–3 pages).

	4
	Project Summary / Topic Outline
	Optional (Preferred)
	Brief summary of the proposed project topic. May be provided during application or determined following Phase I training.


Flexibility Regarding Project Summaries
Providing a detailed project topic at the initial application stage is optional but preferred. This allows supervisors and student teams to formulate, refine, or finalise project topics during Phase I preparatory training after gaining exposure to advanced computational tools and relevant literature.
6. Tri-Annual Call Schedule & Round Milestones
The INNOFUND Grant operates on a regular tri-annual application schedule.
	Call Round
	Application Window
	Review & Notification
	Agreement Signature
	Team Nomination & Enrollment
	Training Activation

	Round 1 — Autumn
	20 Aug – 10 Sept
	11 Sept – 20 Sept
	21 Sept – 25 Sept
	26 Sept – 05 Oct
	October

	Round 2 — Winter
	20 Dec – 10 Jan
	11 Jan – 20 Jan
	21 Jan – 25 Jan
	26 Jan – 05 Feb
	February

	Round 3 — Spring
	20 Apr – 10 May
	11 May – 20 May
	21 May – 25 May
	26 May – 05 June
	June


Step-by-Step Milestones for Round 1 — Current Intake

Stage 1 — Application Submission | 20 August – 10 September
The PI submits the completed Application Form, Institutional Endorsement Letter, and Academic CV.
Stage 2 — Administrative Review | 11 September – 20 September
UKABCS reviews eligibility and issues official acceptance notifications to successful applicants.

Stage 3 — Agreement Signature | 21 September – 25 September
The awarded PI signs the Grant Agreement and confirms acceptance by replying to the official acceptance email.
Stage 4 — Student Roster & Nomination | 26 September – 05 October
The PI enrolls the student team in the selected training track with Bioinformatics Gate Egypt and submits the official Student Nomination Letter to UKABCS.
Stage 5 — Training Activation & Project Launch | October
Students commence Phase I preparatory training, paving the way for Phase II graduation project implementation.
7. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1. Can I apply if I supervise only one graduation project team?
A: Yes. The INNOFUND Grant is structured to welcome single-project submissions involving approximately 10–12 students, as well as multi-project departmental submissions.
Q2. Can previous grant recipients or applicants apply again?
A: Yes. Previous UKABCS grant applicants and recipients remain eligible and are encouraged to apply for new student cohorts and subsequent academic intakes, subject to the applicable eligibility and programme requirements.
Q3. Is the Project Summary mandatory at the time of application?
A: No. The Project Summary is optional at the initial application stage. Supervisors and teams may refine and finalise their specific graduation project topic during Phase I preparatory training.
Q4. How does the £15 GBP Project Administration & Hosting Fee work?

A: The £15 GBP fee is a flat charge for the entire graduation project team, not per student. The PI coordinates the fee from the project team and transfers it directly to Bioinformatics Gate Egypt to cover designated hosting, server, and project administration infrastructure for Phase II.
Q5. How does the 5-Year Annually Renewable Cycle operate?
A: Once awarded, a Principal Investigator may participate in the INNOFUND programme for up to five consecutive academic years, subject to annual renewal, continued eligibility, satisfactory programme engagement, and the applicable Grant Agreement terms. This allows the PI to introduce new student cohorts each year under the applicable programme framework, subject to the programme's renewal and participation requirements.
8. Submission Portals & Official Contact
· Application Submission Email: Programmes-Grants@ukabcs.co.uk
· Online Application Portal: https://clientflow-crm.com/f/ukabcs/ukabcs-innofund-grant/ukabcs-innofund-grant
· UKABCS Website: www.ukabcs.co.uk
· Journal Website: ijbtcs.com
· Headquarters: 10 Portal Way, London W3 6RT, England, UK
· Telephone: +44-7848180477
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