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It’s Only God’s 
Way –   

There’s no other way but 

His way. 
 

Ever since Jesus graced this earth, 

various people have devised their 

own way of salvation. Of course, 

that won’t work. Think of all the 

“far out” religious bodies that exist 

today. Misguided people devised 

them. Some even have their own 

version of the Bible. Utterly 

ridiculous! 

And their churches don’t have to 

be “far-out.” Mainstream 

churches are amiss by not 

following the whole counsel of 

God!  

Doesn’t it make all the sense in 

the world to obey God? If he says 

a thing is so, then it’s that way. It’s 

the same with salvation. If God 

says He has a way for us to be 

reconciled to Him, then that’s the 

only way to get to heaven, where 

He is. 

All people have sinned (Romans 

3:23), and all of us are 

condemned unless God 

intervenes for us (Romans 6:23). 

That’s why John 3:16 is so 

meaningful.  

God didn’t want the people He 

created to suffer an agonizing 

eternal existence as punishment 

for their sin. 

So, He interjected Jesus to pay the 

price for all our sins. The plan 

was laid before the foundation of 

the world. But salvation is on His 

terms, not ours. Therefore, we 

must earnestly heed His word to 

access salvation of a heavenly 

home. It’s only His way. 

1 Peter 1:20-25 

“He was foreknown before the 

foundation of the world, but was 

made manifest in the last times for 

the sake of you  

1Pe 1:21  who through him are 

believers in God, who raised him 

from the dead and gave him glory, 

so that your faith and hope are in 

God.  

1Pe 1:22  Having purified your 

souls by your obedience to the 

truth for a sincere brotherly love, 

love one another earnestly from a 

pure heart,  

1Pe 1:23  since you have been 

born again, not of perishable seed 

but of imperishable, through the 

living  

1Pe 1:24  for “All flesh is like 

grass and all its glory like the 

flower of grass. The grass withers, 

and the flower falls,  

1Pe 1:25  but the word of the 

Lord remains forever.” And this 

word is the good news that was 

preached to you.  and abiding 

word of God;” 

Salvation, my friend, is only God’s 

way. We can’t change it, add to it, 

or delete any of it. 

God’s Plan of Salvation  

It’s faithful obedience to His 

word. God loves you and wants 

you to be saved. Because of His 

great love, He has provided a 

clear, simple plan so that anyone 

can receive forgiveness of sins and 

the hope of eternal life in heaven. 

The Bible teaches that salvation is 

by the grace of God through our 

obedient faith in Jesus Christ. 

Jesus died on the cross, was 

buried, and rose again on the 

third day so that we could be 

reconciled to God. 
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Here is God’s plan as revealed in 

the New Testament: 

1. Hear the Gospel 

Faith comes by hearing the word 

of God. You must first listen to 

the good news about Jesus Christ 

— that He is the Son of God who 

died for your sins. 

Romans 10:17 — “So then faith 

comes by hearing, and hearing by 

the word of God.” 

2. Believe in Jesus Christ 

You must believe that Jesus is the 

Son of God, that He died for you, 

and that God raised Him from 

the dead. 

John 3:16 — “For God so loved 

the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish 

but have everlasting life.” 

3. Repent of Your Sins  

Repentance means changing your 

mind and turning away from a life 

of sin. It is a complete change of 

direction. 

4. Confess Jesus as Lord 

Romans 10:9-10 

“because, if you confess with your 

mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will 

be saved.  

Rom 10:10  For with the heart 

one believes and is justified, and 

with the mouth one confesses and 

is saved.” 

5. Be Baptized for the Remission 

of Sins 

Baptism is water immersion 

where the blood of Christ washes 

away your sins, and you are added 

to the Lord’s church. 

Acts 2:38 

“Repent, and let every one of you 

be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins…” 

st as the Son of God and your 

Lord. 

Mark 16:16  

“He who believes and is baptized 

will be saved…” 

1 Peter 3:21 

“…baptism now saves you…” 

After salvation, the Lord Himself 

adds you to His church. 

Acts 2:47 

praising God and having favor 

with all the people. And the Lord 

added to their number day by day 

those who were being saved.  

 

6. Live Faithfully Until Death 

After obeying the gospel, you 

must continue to live a life of 

faithful obedience to Christ. 

Revelation 2:10 — “Be faithful 

until death, and I will give you the 

crown of life.” 
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It’s An 
Individual’s 
Question 
And everyone must 

answer it  

This is the most important 

question any person can ever 

ask: What must I do to be 

saved? The Philippian jailer 

asked it more than 2,000 years 

ago, and the answer given then is 

still the answer today. 

Acts 16:30-31 

“And he brought them out and 

said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be 

saved?’ So they said, ‘Believe on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 

will be saved, you and your 

household.’” 

Reasons For Responding to 

Jesus 

The jailer’s question came from 

a terrified heart. He knew that 

under Roman law, any guard 

who lost prisoners was subject to 

death. Philippi was a Roman 

city, so the jailer knew his 

outcome. Fortunately, Paul 

assured him they were all there. 

But it got him thinking. What 

would it be like if he passed 

from life? He began to consider 

his eternity. If Paul and Silas 

were correct, then there is most 

certainly a life afterward. His 

question was from a sincere 

heart. Paul answered it as Jesus 

would have (John 8:24). 

Then, there’s the person who 

genuinely seeks salvation. A hole 

in their spirit is yearning to be 

filled, and he just can’t figure out 

how to fill that hole. Many wade 

through all of life’s philosophies, 

but having not found the answer, 

he turns to the Bible. He reads it 

for himself. The New Testament 

answers each of his questions. 

The answer for him is the same 

as for the Philippian jailer. 

“Believe in the Lord, and you 

will be saved.” 

Consider Betty. She made a 

mess of her life: constant 

partying, alcohol, drugs, and 

addictions left her a wreck. She’s 

lost everything: job, family, 

friends, everything. She is 

looking for the answer to her 

problems. Surely, she thought, 

there’s no way out for me. I’m 

too messed up, too worthless to 

be helped. But she found the 

answers to begin her life anew 

when a Christian spoke with her 

about Jesus. Jesus saves broken 

souls. 

Obviously, there are numerous 

reasons why people look to God 

to right their souls. It all stems 

from the heart, though. The 

heart must be willing to act on 

God’s word. God calls the 

sinner, but each person must 

respond to God’s call.  

But wait, some will say. Isn’t 

salvation by grace alone? Works 

can’t save us! 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

“For by grace you have been 

saved through faith. And this is 

not your own doing; it is the gift 

of God, not a result of works, so 

that no one may boast.” 

By Ephesians 2:8-9, then, all we 

have to do to be saved is believe 

that Jesus is God’s Son. Well, 

notice that we’re saved by grace 

through faith, but did you know 

that Jesus said faith is a work? 

The Bible specifically identifies 

faith as a "work" in John 6:29, 

where Jesus says, "This is the 
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work of God, that you believe in 

him whom he has sent." While 

the Bible distinguishes saving 

faith from legalistic "works of the 

law" (Romans 3:28), it presents 

faith as an action of trust and 

obedience.  

Key Biblical Perspectives on 

Faith and Work 

John 6:28-29 indicates that 

believing is "work" required by 

God. 

John 6:28-29 

“Then they said to him, ‘What 

must we do, to be doing the 

works of God?’”  

Joh 6:29  Jesus answered them, 

“This is the work of God, that 

you believe in him whom he has 

sent.”  

---------- 

We cannot work our way into 

heaven, but God does indeed 

require that people do 

something to receive His offer of 

salvation. That something is His 

plan of salvation. 

If I offer you a gift, it would be 

ludicrous to think that all that is 

required of you is to believe that 

you have the gift. No, instead 

you must take the gift from my 

hand and take it to yourself. 

So then, believing, repenting, 

confessing, and being baptized 

are all godly works that God 

requires of everyone seeking 

salvation. 

1. God’s grace is received 

through obedient faith. One 

responds to the death, burial, 

and resurrection of Jesus. 

  

2. The steps of salvation are not 

“works of merit” — they are 

the Bible’s description of how 

a person receives God’s 

forgiveness. 

 

Why This Plan? 

Garland Van Dyke 

It is God’s gracious plan for how 

a sinner responds in faith to the 

death, burial, and resurrection of 

Jesus. When we obey these steps 

from the heart, God forgives our 

sins and adds us to His church 

(Acts 2:47). 

Why this plan? It’s the one God 

devised before the foundation of 

the world:  

Ephesians 1:4 

“Just as He chose us in Him 

before the foundation of the 

world, that we would be holy 

and blameless before Him”. 

God knew before creating the 

earth that His people would 

disobey Him. It’s the story of 

Adam and Eve. Things were 

excellent between them and 

God until the serpent, the devil, 

stepped in to bring mankind 

misery by coercing Eve to eat the 

forbidden fruit. See Genesis 

chapters 2 and 3. 

God wanted Adam and Eve to 

obey Him from their hearts, 

thus maintaining a perfect 

relationship with their Creator.  

But sin was brought into a 

perfect world by their act. Sin 

brings forth death.  

James 1:15 

“Then desire when it has 

conceived gives birth to sin, and 

sin when it is fully grown brings 

forth death.” 

Death, spiritual death, means 

separation from the light of life – 

without God, there is only hell. 

Just as the soul leaves the body 

at death, thus separating the two, 

spiritual death separates us from 
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life, i.e., God. Without Him, 

there’s only the soul’s abject 

misery. We’re like zombies 

burning in hell. The walking 

dead, burning eternally. 

Only a perfect sacrifice would 

answer God’s just wrath toward 

sinners. The Old Testament 

sacrifices would not do.  

Only the sacrificial death of God 

could quell His anger. Hence, 

John 3:16, “For God so loved 

the world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, 

but have eternal life.” 

 God planned to offer the life of 

His only-ever earth-born son, 

God in man, as the perfect 

sacrifice. Thus, Jesus died to 

cover sin for all. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

 He made Him who knew no sin 

to be sin on our behalf, so that 

we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him. 

The Blood of 
Christ:   

Garland Van Dyke 

Hebrews 9:22 (ESV): "Indeed, 

under the law almost everything 

is purified with blood, and 

without the shedding of blood 

there is no forgiveness of sins." 

This verse summarizes the Old 

Covenant reality: animal 

sacrifices (bulls, goats, lambs) 

were required for ceremonial 

cleansing and temporary 

atonement. Life is in the blood 

(Leviticus 17:11), so shedding 

blood symbolized the cost of 

sin—death—and made 

provisional forgiveness possible. 

However, these sacrifices could 

never fully or permanently 

remove sin; they pointed 

forward as shadows or types. 

In contrast, Jesus' blood achieves 

what animal blood could not. 

His sacrifice is described as once 

for all (Hebrews 9:12, 10:10), 

perfect, and sufficient for all 

people, all sins, and all time. 

Hebrews 9:12 

“he entered once for all into the 

holy places, not by means of the 

blood of goats and calves but by 

means of his own blood, thus 

securing an eternal redemption.” 

Hebrews 10:10 

“And by that will we have been 

sanctified through the offering of 

the body of Jesus Christ once for 

all.” 

Key verses highlighting its 

effectiveness: 

• Matthew 26:28 (Jesus at the 

Last Supper): "This is my 

blood of the covenant, which 

is poured out for many for 

the forgiveness of sins." 

Old sacrifices were shadows; 

Christ is the substance.  

Forgiveness in the Old 

Testament was granted by faith, 

looking forward to Christ's work; 

today it is by faith looking back 

to the cross. 

• 1 John 1:7: "But if we walk in 

the light, as he is in the light, 

we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of 

Jesus his Son cleanses us from 

all sin." 

• Colossians 1:14: “in whom we 

have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins” 

 

• Revelation 1:5 “and from Jesus 

Christ the faithful witness, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the 

ruler of kings on earth. To 

him who loves us and has 

freed us from our sins by his 

blood.”  
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This is forgiveness, and being 

washed from sins in His blood. 

These portray Jesus' blood as 

achieving redemption (buying 

back from slavery to sin and 

death), propitiation (turning 

away God's righteous wrath), 

justification (declaring us right 

with God), and cleansing 

(purifying conscience and heart). 

How Jesus' Blood Is Effective:  

1. Substitutionary and 

Propitiatory 

Jesus, the sinless Lamb of God, 

took the penalty of sin upon 

Himself. His death satisfied 

God's justice so that forgiveness 

could be extended  

John 1:29 

“The next day he saw Jesus 

coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world!”  

The conscience is cleansed from 

"dead works" to serve the living 

God (Hebrews 9:14), bringing 

peace and freedom from the 

torment of guilt (Hebrews 10:4, 

10:11-14). The old system dealt 

with external ritual; Jesus' blood 

addresses the root: guilt, power, 

and presence of sin. 

Hebrews 9:14 

“how much more will the blood 

of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered himself 

without blemish to God, purify 

our conscience from dead works 

to serve the living God.” 

Hebrews 10:4 

“For it is impossible for the 

blood of bulls and goats to take 

away sins.” 

2. Complete and Eternal 

Cleansing 

It cleanses from all sin — past, 

present, and future — for those 

who trust in Him. 

1 John 1:7-9 combines ongoing 

walking in the light 

(fellowship/obedience) with 

confession, showing that the 

blood provides continual access 

to forgiveness.  

3. Superior to Old Testament 

Sacrifices:  

Animal blood: Temporary, 

repetitive, limited to Israel or 

specific sins, and ultimately 

ineffective at taking away sins 

(Hebrews 10:4). It reminded 

people of sin's seriousness but 

could not perfect the worshiper. 

Jesus' blood: Once-for-all, 

universal in scope ("for many" or 

"for the world"), perfect (offered 

by a sinless High Priest in the 

heavenly sanctuary), and 

eternally effective. It secures 

"eternal redemption" (Hebrews 

9:12). 

Old sacrifices were shadows; 

Christ is the substance. 

Forgiveness in the Old 

Testament was granted by faith, 

looking forward to Christ's work; 

today it is by faith looking back 

to the cross. 

The End 
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