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How to Study the Bible 
Learning to Understand God's Word 
"Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth." 
— 2 Timothy 2:15 (NASB) 

 

Introduction 
The Bible is unlike any other book ever written. It is God's inspired revelation to mankind, 
providing everything we need to know about God, salvation, and living a life that pleases Him. 

The apostle Paul wrote: 

"All Scripture is inspired by God and beneficial for teaching, for rebuke, for correction, 
for training in righteousness; so that the man or woman of God may be fully capable, 
equipped for every good work." 
(2 Timothy 3:16–17, NASB) 

Because the Bible is God's Word, it deserves careful and respectful study. Reading the Bible is 
important, but true Bible study goes beyond simply reading words on a page. It seeks to discover 
the meaning God intended when He inspired the Scriptures. 

 

Why Study the Bible? 
Studying the Bible helps us: 

• Know God more fully. 
• Understand His plan of salvation. 
• Grow spiritually. 
• Resist temptation. 
• Recognize error. 
• Make wise decisions. 
• Prepare for eternity. 
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Jesus declared, 

"You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 
(John 8:32) 

 

Begin With Prayer 
Every Bible study should begin by asking God for wisdom. 

James wrote, 

"But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him." 
(James 1:5) 

Prayer does not provide new revelation today, but it does prepare our hearts to receive God's 
revealed truth with humility and obedience. 

 

Let the Bible Explain the Bible 
One of the greatest principles of Bible study is allowing Scripture to interpret Scripture. 

A difficult passage should never be understood in a way that contradicts clearer passages. 

For example: 

• Acts explains many of Jesus' teachings. 
• Hebrews explains the Old Testament priesthood. 
• Romans explains justification by faith. 
• Revelation must be interpreted in harmony with the rest of Scripture. 

Since God is the Author of all Scripture, His Word never contradicts itself. 

 

Understand the Context 
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Never read a single verse by itself. 

Ask: 

• Who is speaking? 
• Who is being addressed? 
• What happened before? 
• What follows afterward? 
• Why was this written? 

Many false doctrines arise because verses are removed from their context. 

For example, Philippians 4:13 is often quoted to mean a Christian can accomplish anything 
desired. In context, Paul is describing contentment in every circumstance because Christ 
strengthens him. 

 

Consider the Historical Setting 
Ask questions such as: 

• Who wrote this book? 
• When was it written? 
• To whom was it written? 
• What customs existed? 
• What political events were occurring? 

Understanding the background often makes difficult passages much clearer. 

 

Distinguish Between the Old and New 
Covenants 
One of the most important principles is recognizing the difference between the Law of Moses 
and the Law of Christ. 

Paul wrote, 
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"Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to everyone who believes." 
(Romans 10:4) 

The Old Testament teaches and prepares us for Christ (Romans 15:4), but Christians live under 
the New Covenant established by Jesus (Hebrews 8:6–13). 

 

Observe the Immediate Context 
Read at least: 

• the entire paragraph 
• the entire chapter 
• often the entire book 

before drawing conclusions. 

Many misunderstandings disappear when verses are read in their proper setting. 

 

Understand Different Types of Literature 
The Bible contains several literary styles. 

History 

Genesis, Joshua, Acts 

Poetry 

Psalms, Proverbs 

Prophecy 

Isaiah, Jeremiah 

Gospel Accounts 
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Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

Letters 

Romans through Jude 

Apocalyptic Literature 

Daniel and Revelation 

Each should be interpreted according to its style. 

 

Identify Commands, Examples, and 
Necessary Conclusions 
The New Testament teaches through: 

Direct Commands 

"Repent, and each of you be baptized..." (Acts 2:38) 

Approved Examples 

The early church assembled on the first day of the week to break bread (Acts 20:7). 

Necessary Conclusions 

Although not every detail is explicitly stated, some conclusions are unavoidable when all 
relevant passages are considered. 

 

Compare Scripture With Scripture 
Use cross-references. 

Examples: 
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• Baptism — Matthew 28, Acts 2, Romans 6, Galatians 3, 1 Peter 3 
• Faith — Hebrews 11, Romans 10, James 2 
• Love — 1 Corinthians 13, 1 John 4 

The more passages you compare, the clearer the subject becomes. 

 

Avoid Common Mistakes 
Do not: 

• Read personal opinions into the text. 
• Ignore context. 
• Build doctrine on one isolated verse. 
• Twist passages to fit traditions. 
• Accept teachings without examination. 

The Bereans provide the proper example: 

"They received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see 
whether these things were so." 
(Acts 17:11) 

 

Use Helpful Study Tools 
Helpful resources include: 

• A reliable Bible translation (NASB preferred for careful study) 
• Concordance 
• Bible dictionary 
• Bible atlas 
• Cross-reference Bible 
• Original-language lexicons 
• Notebook or journal 

These tools aid study but never replace Scripture itself. 
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Apply What You Learn 
Knowledge alone is not enough. 

James wrote, 

"But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves." 
(James 1:22) 

Every study should end with questions such as: 

• What does this teach me about God? 
• What should I believe? 
• What should I change? 
• How should I obey? 

 

A Simple Bible Study Method 
1. Pray. 
2. Read carefully. 
3. Observe the context. 
4. Ask questions. 
5. Compare Scriptures. 
6. Discover the original meaning. 
7. Apply it to your life. 
8. Share it with others. 

 

Conclusion 
Studying the Bible is one of the greatest privileges God has given us. His Word is able to 
strengthen our faith, guide our lives, and prepare us for eternity. 

The more time we spend in Scripture, the more we come to know its Author. 
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Make Bible study a daily habit. Approach God's Word with humility, patience, and a willingness 
to obey. When we do, we grow in wisdom, deepen our faith, and become better equipped to 
serve the Lord faithfully. 

"Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path." 
(Psalm 119:105, NASB) 

If you'd like, I can also turn this into a professionally illustrated 25–30 page eBook, complete 
with chapter artwork, diagrams, study worksheets, and a matching PowerPoint presentation. 
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