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table 19-1 Differential Diagnosis of Chest Pain
Diagnosis Onset of Pain Quality of Pain Relieved by
Angina pectors Sudden, after heavy Crushing Rest, nitrates
meal or exertion Squeezing
Choking

Acute myocardial
infarction

Pencarditis

Acute aortic
dissection

Varies, may be associated
with feeling of doom

Varies, may be preceded
by “flu-like” symptoms
for several days to weeks

Sudden, may be associated
with syncope
Intense from the onset

Similar to angina,
hut more severe

Pleuritic
Sharp, stabbing

Ripping

Tearing

Warst pain in
patient’s life

Mo relief with rest

Sitting up
Shallow breathing
NSAIDs

NG relief
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box 19-5 Signs and Symptoms of
Endocarditis

Fever
Heart murmurs
Splenomegaly
Fetechiae
Splinter hemorrhages
Osler’s nodes (small, raised, tender nodules that
occur on the fingers or toes)

lesions on the palms or soles)
m MMusculoskeletal complaints
m Systemic or pulmonary embali
m MNeurological manifestations
Headache
MyCOLIC aneurysms

Janeway lesions [small erythematous or hemorrhagic




