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Source of nursing knowledge
(Sources of Evidence)

1. Tradition: handle knowledge from generation to another. 
(inherited custom and tradition)

2. Authority (experts, and authoritative). 

3. Trial and error

4. Logical reasoning
• Inductive reasoning is the process of developing generalizations from specific observations.

• Deductive reasoning : is the process of developing specific predictions from general 
principles

5. Scientific research: to generate most credible 
evidence based practice.

10/23/2023 andaleeb abu kamel 2



Nursing Research23 October 2023

Dr Andaleeb abu kamel2

Sources of Nursing Knowledge 

10/23/2023 andaleeb abu kamel 3

Research 
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Definition of Nursing Research

Research

•Systematic inquiry using disciplined methods to 
solve problems or answer questions

Nursing research

•Systematic inquiry to develop knowledge about 
issues of importance to the nursing profession

• “Systematic, objective process of analyzing phenomena of 
importance to nursing”.

Nieswadomy,(2008)
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Nursing Research

•Provides the foundation for evidence-
based nursing practice

•Evidence-based practice is the” The 
process of systematically finding, 
appraising, and using research findings as 
the basis for clinical practice - for making 

decisions about patient care”.
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The purposes of Nursing Research

•To validate and refine existing knowledge and 
develop new knowledge. 

•Provide a foundation on which practice decisions 
and behaviors are laid

•Create a strong scientific base for nursing 
practice and application of results demonstrates 
professional accountability to insurers and health 
care consumers.
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Goals of nursing research 

•The ultimate goal of nursing 
research is to develop, refine, and 
expand a body of knowledge.

•And

•TO improve quality of care
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Research Examples
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Characteristic of scientific research

•Systematic

•Orderly

•Objective (un biased)

•Use of empirical data: data gathered through the 
sense organs

•Control 
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Purpose of nursing research

First: Basic research

(Pure research) 
• Concerned with 

generation new 
knowledge.

• Used to test theory

Generate new theories.

Second: Applied research
• Concerned with using

knowledge to solve 

immediate problem.

• Used to seek solution to 
immediate problem
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Research Purposes

•Research enable nurses to 
describe a nursing situation, to 
explain phenomena, to predict
outcomes and control the 
occurrence of undesirable 
outcomes.
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Research Purpose 
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Goals for Conducting Nursing 
Research

1. 1. Promote evidence based practice

(EBP)
EBP: make clinical decision based on the
best research evidence for improving
nursing care

1. Ensure credibility of nursing 
profession

2. Document cost effective nursing care
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Example on EBP 
PICO IS A Guidelines for EBP
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Role of Nurses in Research

1. Principal investigator

2. Member of research 
team

3. Evaluator of research 
finding

4. Research consumer

5. Advocator during 
studies

6. Subject in studies

10/23/2023 andaleeb abu kamel 16



Nursing Research23 October 2023

Dr Andaleeb abu kamel9

Research Approach 
1. Quantitative Research

•Quantitative 
research
•Research that 
concerned with 
objective, tight 
controls over the 
research situation, 
and ability to 
generalize findings.
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Research Approach
2. Qualitative Research 

•Concerns with subjective 
meaning of an 
experience to an 
individual.
• Studying phenomena about 

which little is known.

• Studying a phenomenon 
which needs to be clearly 
identified or named or has 
been inadequately defined. 

• Needs an in-depth probing 
of a problem.
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Examples 
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Examples 
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QUANTITATIVE + QUALITATIVE

Triangulation 
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Nursing Research 
Priorities

in 
Jordan
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Priorities for future nursing research

•Visit JNC from here

www.jnc.gov.jo

• attachment\ .2026-2022_والقبالة_التمريض_في_العلمي_البحث_أولويات pdf
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http://www.jnc.gov.jo/
attachment/أولويات_البحث_العلمي_في_التمريض_والقبالة_2022-2026.pdf

