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Chapter 5
Reviewing of the 

Literature 

2023
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Purpose of LR

1. Identify research problem

2. Orientation to what is known about the topic

3. Determine the need to replicate previous studies

4. Identify of relevant theoretical framework

5. Identify suitable design, data collection methods

6. Assist in interpret findings. 
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Types of information 

• Primary sources the actual 
research reports written by 
researchers who conducted 
the study.

• Secondary source:
Description of study prepared by 
someone other than the primary 
researcher.(summaries of studies 
by others)

• Minimize use of clinical 
anecdotes, opinion articles, case 
reports

• Reference must be relevant, 
recent, and published in peer 
reviewed journal 
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Literature sources 
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1. Locating relevant Literature
Electronic literature searching

• Electronic online search
1. Most widely used Ebsco information service provider

1. CINHAL

2. MEDLINE

3. PsycINFO

• CD-Rom 
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Key Databases for Nurse Researchers

• CINAHL (Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature)

• MEDLINE® (Medical Literature on-Line)
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Capter 5A-literature review EBSCO.ppt
Capter 5A-literature review EBSCO.ppt
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Electronic literature searching

• To access online Ebsco host

• From inside Al-Zaytoonah University

• www.search.epnet.com.
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http://www.search.epnet.com/
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Reading research article
content of research report

• Abstract
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content of research report

• Abstract

• Introduction
• Purpose, research question 

hypothesis

• Literature review

• Theoretical framework

• Significance of the study

• Methodology
• Design

• Subjects

• Measurement and data 
collection

• Study procedure 

• Results
• Research findings

• Tables and figures

• Name of statistical tests

• Discussion
• Interpretation of the results

• Implications

• Limitations

• References 
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Conduct a literature search on a given 
topic

Strategic hints for success
 Read sources first 

 Use reference citations—APA

 Record references accurately

Source Dates
 Current dates

 DON’T USE Older than 5 years (X)

 Questions to ask
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Writing a Literature Review: Some Tips

• Search for Critically appraise the information
• Review concisely and to the point.
• Organize the material logically (e.g., work from an 

outline). 

• Write objectively.
• Summarize in your own words (paraphrases).
• Use appropriate language (e.g., “several studies have 

found…”).
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How to write references APA

•Periodical (journal)
Author, A., Author, B., & Author, C. (2003). Title of 
article. Title of Periodical, vol.(issue), page numbers.
•Books

Author, A. (2003). Title of book. Location: Publisher.
•Chapter in an Edited Book:

Author, A., & Author, B. (2003). Title of chapter. In 
A. 
Editor, B. Editor, & C. Editor (Eds.), Title of book (pp.)       
. Location: Publisher.
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Writing references examples
APA style 

•Abu Kamel, A. (2008). Al-Zaytoonah 
University Nursing Students Level of stress. 
Al-Zaytoonah Nursing Journal, 1(3),33-35.

•Abu Kamel, A., & Abbas, W. (2007). Quality 
Assurance in Private Hospitals. Medical 
Health Quality Assurance Journal, 2(4), 50-
55. 
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