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· High expectations for students and staff are non-negotiable.
· Consistency in everything we do is critical.
· School and classrooms must be safe, inviting and engaging.

· Respect must be taught and modeled by all staff members.

· Students will be expected to learn and apply learning at high levels.
· Students must understand their purpose from learning.
· Information/Instruction must be presented in a variety of ways with an intentional focus on 21st century skills: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Collaboration and Leadership, Adaptability, Initiative, Effective Oral and Written Communication, Accessing, Organizing and Analyzing Information, Perseverance, and Curiosity and Imagination.

· Learning should be fun, challenging, engaging, and practical to our students’ lives. Students should be ENGAGED in learning making connections between past and present learning experiences. Students should have opportunities to actively EXPLORE their environment and manipulate materials in order to support their learning. Students should have daily opportunities to EXPLAIN, verbalizing and demonstrating orally and through writing their understanding of the content. Students should be challenged to ELABORATE, extending their conceptual understanding. Students should be encouraged to set goals and EVALUATE, assessing their understanding of key concepts.
· Students must be accountable for actions, both behaviorally and academically.

· Students should be an active part of the school’s decision making process. 
· Students should monitor their progress, celebrate successes, and take pride in their learning. Goal-Setting for students is a must!
· Everyone will be held accountable—students, teachers, parents, support staff and administration.

· All will be respectful and respected.

· Teaching should be enjoyable, consistent, with effort and teamwork.

· Teaching will be direct, systematic and explicit—driven by the Common Core Standards for English/Language Arts and Math, and Kentucky Core Content for Science, Social Studies. In addition Programs Reviews for AH/PLVS and Writing.
· Instruction will occur with minimal distractions for optimal learning.
· Clear communication is essential.

· Parent communication is key for student success – School newsletters, classroom newsletters and classroom web pages are required
· Parents will always know how their child is doing and how to help.
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