Proof Positive Feedback
Hey Rachel, 

Your proof folder looks awesome! What I am going to do is make some comments based on the section of the folder. For instance, as I was reading your explanation of your ORQ a couple of thoughts popped into my head and so the first thing I’ll do is comment on that. ( Please let me know if you have any questions and please know that much of what is said here is suggestive in nature, truly meant to get you thinking. You are doing super! Keep up the great work! 
Explanation of ORQ:

· One thing that comes to mind when you talked about telling them exactly what they need to get a 4, is that it is really powerful when the guesswork for the kids is removed. A lot of times teachers feel like “giving them the answer” or “telling what to put” is too much but the result over the long term is so much better when the kids just know what to do. Great strategy!
· In regard to your concerns about how the kids will do when the prompting piece isn’t there, you are right on. While there will definitely be a dip in their performance the less you prompt, the expectation stays the same as to what it takes to get a 4. If you gradually remove support, they will rise to the occasion although it may take weeks for them to get used to it. If you want some suggestions on this I’d be glad to help. 

· Loving the hard OR’s. The harder the better in my opinion especially if they are getting it. The sky is the limit!!

Reflections:


Successes:
· The way you scaffold vocabulary is great. So many times we just throw the word out there and begin to use it in context without really relating it to the kids. You seem to always start out with how the kids would use the word in their everyday life, then relate the word to math and how it is used in math. ( So powerful. (
· Whether you realize it or not, the kids can pick up on your love for Math. They want to perform for you because you have nailed the relationship piece with your kids. Your room is more than a classroom; it is truly a learning environment. If it weren’t, you wouldn’t have the buy in from the kids that you do. That buy in is what creates high performing students. You hooked them from Day 1 and it shows. This could possibly be the most important part of the teaching profession. ( 
     Work On:

· There is definitely something to be said about a day for weekly review. However, (and I am suggesting this without all the facts so if you already do this please ignore) you seem to keep the kids in a constant state of review anyway. Do you think that for your bellringer, you could do more of a “flashback” question? One that truly is only meant to take 5 mins. You can walk around and check them on the spot as more of a review of past content, then jump into your anticipatory set part of your lesson? This might alleviate dedicating an entire class period to review. On the other hand, review days can be so much more than review. It can be a chance for certain students to do some enriching activities while others get retaught. There are easy ways to do this! Let me know what you decide to do (
· First and foremost, the CATS test is the most important. If you are teaching core content, the students will do great on the MST and there is no reason to do MST prep so to speak. The MAP test will also fall into place. The Descartes part of MAP is a great way to see what skills the kids need but it is important to match those up to what Core Content says before going any further. As long as you teach the content, the other tests will be fine. ( 

Test Analysis:

· Just for my own visual needs, I highlighted the questions where the percentage fell below 75% in all groups. I really wanted to see if there was any content across the board that each class was missing. The only thing I found was number 10 for all and then various ones for the other two classes. As far as the measurement question, that always throws them off. When they see “nearest ½ inch” they automatically think the answer has to have a “1/2” in it. Number 14 could be answered just by process of elimination. After looking at the test as a whole, algebraic thinking for the hawks and eagles seems to be giving them some issues. (like they don’t already have issues huh!?) So maybe this is something you move on from and come back to later. ( 
· Overall their work is great. I love the prove it statements by the MC.

Next Steps:

· You have already touched on what comes next to address those kids who didn’t get it as far as something like a review Friday. Your pages that have the kids names on them can basically be your plans for what that review Friday might look like. You could set up work stations that focus on a skill and the kids that need to work on that skill go to that station, etc.  Seriously, if you wanted to give this a whirl it is so worth it. I have done this in my own classroom before and with your strong management it would be a breeze! 

Hope this gives you some food for thought. ( 

