Self Monitoring Questions
Looking through your own lens:

In order to challenge our students at the highest levels we must think through our methods and approaches to what we are asking kids to do in the classroom on a daily basis. To maintain a level of excellence review your practice through your own lens and ask yourself these questions:
· When you are planning daily lessons for your students are they directly correlated to Core Content and/or the Common Core Standards? How do you know you have interpreted the standard correctly?
· Once you decide what to teach, do you think about how your students might best learn the material? 
· How do you know your expectations for what students will be expected to produce are what they should be?
· Describe how you use data to make instructional decisions for each student.
· Is every student expected to complete the same task or does this differ based on what they already know or don’t know? If they already know it, why are you teaching it to them again? Or, would it be better to ask, “What happens when you realize students already know the content you’ve planned to teach?”
· Do you tell your students the “why” of what they are being asked to do? 
· Can your students tell you the “why”, the real reason for completing the expectation?
· How do you ensure student ownership?

· Is there an accountability piece to everything you are asking kids to do? When a student leaves a center, how do you know they met the outcome of the center? Students can almost always tell you what they did, but what’s most important is that they are able to describe what they’ve LEARNED. 
· When a student leaves your class, you may know that they didn’t get it but were you able to determine why?
These are all questions that should drive us through instruction on a daily basis. They are hard questions to answer and yet the most important. Put aside what you can’t control and focus on what you can control-the answers to these questions. [image: image1.png]



