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Greetings, members, and friends.

 

You are aware that the difficult decision to worship virtually has been made for the remainder of January 2022. This decision was made as a preventative measure against the unrestrained spread of the Omicron variant of concern which is circulating in our midst. 
 
It seems unique as the word Omicron was not widely used in our vocabulary if used at all. Yet as I write to you, the number of cases in New Jersey from this now predominant variant are rising immensely, with cases even amongst our membership.
 
Due to the high rate of transmissions within New Jersey and our local community, members are reminded to get vaccinated and now be ready to provide proof of vaccination once we return to worshiping in doors. (The return date has not been set yet, but we are hoping to return in February.)  Please note, if you are not able to provide proof of the acceptable level of vaccination (booster when eligible), you are welcome to worship with us using our YouTube channel.  These and many other precautions will be taken to ensure the safety and health of the members and those who wish to attend in person service.  Additional precautions are listed below to help members and visitors determine if they should stay home.
 
If you are not vaccinated and boosted once eligible for the booster shot,
 
If you feel sick, please stay home.  This includes any health issue out of the norm to include but not limited to sneezing, coughing, body aches, runny nose, headache, etc,
 
If you have been exposed to someone with the virus and you either show symptoms or you do not exhibit symptoms,
 
If you have been in a large gathering and you are not sure of the vaccination status of others within the gathering,
 
If you are not sure of your condition or a contacts condition, please stay home,
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Also, any positive results for COVID-19 within the past 11 days according to the date that you wish to attend, you should quarantine and not attend in person worship.
 
As Christians, we have a moral obligation to be good to one another both in our congregation and those we encounter.  We must continue to, “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Matt. 5:16 (kjv)
 
The reality is, we are amid something dangerous and the prudent and loving thing to do is to strive to protect us all – from the youngest who are yet still unvaccinated and vulnerable, to the most senior who are similarly at risk.  This leads us to having to worship virtually once again but only for a season. We lean and depend on God to see us through this while we remain faithful and full of hope.  We are not operating in fear but going forth wisely and with caution as the scriptures tells us, “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.” Eph. 5:15 (kjv)
 
Take from this virtual worship the message God has for you. I encourage you to use this time to minister to those in your contacts who might not have never attended our in-person service.  This too shall pass and when it does, we will be even more grateful for God and His mercy which endures to all generations. 
 
Psalm 91
 
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
2 I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.
3 Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.
4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.
5 Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;
6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.
7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.
8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.
9 Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;
10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.
11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.
12 They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.
13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.
14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name.
15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.
16 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.
 
Please know that you are in my prayers. I give thanks to God for you, for your commitment and witness. We will get through this – together being unified by the love of Christ.
 
Prayerfully,
Rev. Todd S. McCrary, Pastor
“For mine House shall be called a house of prayer for all people”. Isaiah 56:7

