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Fire Safe Council of Nevada County 
P.O. Box 1112 

Grass Valley, CA  95945 
Phone (530) 272-1122 

Fax (530) 272-3232 
www.areyoufiresafe.com 

FIRE SAFE COUNCIL OF NEVADA COUNTY 
       BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

  PUBLIC NOTICE & AGENDA 

Notice is now given that a regular meeting of the Board of Directors’ has been called and will be held on Thursday, 
August 22nd, 2019, at 10:00 a.m. in the Madelyn Helling Library, located at 980 Helling Way, Nevada City, CA. 
Video conferencing or teleconferencing will be available at the Joseph Center in Truckee, CA. 

“To provide Firewise education and programs to enhance emergency preparedness for catastrophic wildfire to all citizens in Nevada 
County in order to reduce the loss of life, property, and natural resources and to create Firewise Communities/USA®; to network with 

other Fire Safe Councils, governmental agencies and foundations for the benefit of the citizens of Nevada County.” 

1) CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2) MEETING SAFETY BRIEFING

3) AGENDA AND ORDER OF BUSINESS:
a) Approval of Agenda and Order of Business Action 

4) MEETING MINUTES:
a) Approval of Minutes from the June 2019 Board Meeting Action 

5) PUBLIC COMMENT:
This time is set aside for persons wishing to address the Board on any matter of interest that is not on the agenda. 
The Board invites comments from the agenda items after discussion by the Board Members. Speakers will be limited 
to five (5) minutes, unless extended by the Board chair. The Board chair reserves the right to further limit or exclude 
repetitious or irrelevant presentations. If written material is included, 20 copies of all information to be distributed to 
Board members should be given to the Secretary prior to the meeting. Action will not be taken at this meeting on 
citizen comments. The Board, however, after hearing from interested citizens, may place items under new business on 
a future agenda so proper notice may be given to all interested parties. If no one wishes to comment, the next
scheduled agenda item will be considered.

Information 

Information 
Information 
Information 
Action  
Action  

Information 

Information 
Information 

6) AGENCY/PARTNER REPORTS – (Limit to 3-5 minutes) 

7) REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – Donn Thane 

a) Lake Wildwood Green Waste
b) Executive Directors Objectives and Priorities
c) Director Interviews

1. Director Nominations
2. Secretary Nomination and Vote

d) Next Meeting: Thursday, September 12th, 2019 at 9:30am – Fire Safe Council
143 B Springhill Drive, Suite 13, Grass Valley, CA 95945

8) REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE – Dave Walker
a) Financial Analysis
b) Next Meeting: Thursday, September 12th, 2019 at 9:30am – Fire Safe

Council 143 B Springhill Drive, Suite 13, Grass Valley, CA 95945
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9) REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD – Donn Thane
a) Chairman’s Report Information 
b) Fire Safe Council Board of Director Representation Guidelines Information 
c) Fire Safe Council Roles and Responsibilities:

1.  Directors Information 
2.  Agency/Partners Information 
3.  Executive Director Information 

10) REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – Jamie Jones
a) Grant Applications Update Information 
b) Staffing Update Information 
c) Office Operations Update Information 
d) Partnership Update Information 
e) Wildfire Stakeholder Meeting Information 

11) RED ZONE AFFAIR – John Paye
a) Event Details Information 
b) Sponsorship/Ticket Sales Information 

12) REPORT OF THE PROJECTS COMMITTEE – Donn Thane
a) Projects Update Information 
b) Next Meeting: TBA Information  

13) DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS Information 

14) PRESENTATION BY DEPARTMENT PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – Trisha Tillotson Information 

15) CLOSED SESSION - (Only Voting Board Members May Participate):
(Closed session pursuant to California Government Code 11126(a) regarding pending litigation) 

a) Director Non-Disclosure Signature Forms Information 
b) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL--EXISTING LITIGATION Action  

(Subdivision (a) of Section 54956.9)
Name of case: Drummond v. Fire Safe Council

Report out of Closed Session

2) ADJOURNMENT – Estimated @ 12:00pm 

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thursday, September 26th, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. at the Madelyn Helling Library, located 
at 980 Helling Way, Nevada City, CA. Video conferencing or teleconferencing will be available at the Joseph Center in 
Truckee, CA. 

Times stated are approximate and subject to change. Agenda order is tentative and may be changed by Board action without prior 
notice. This meeting will conform to the Open Meeting Act. Agenda discussions and report items are subject to action being taken on 
them during the meeting by the Board at its discretion. The Board provides the public the opportunity at meetings to address each 
agenda item during the Board’s discussion or consideration of the item. Total time allocated for public comment on particular issues is 
limited. The meeting is accessible to the physically disabled. A person who needs disability-related accommodations or modifications in 
order to participate in the meeting shall make a request no later than five (5) working days before the meeting to the Board to (530) 
272-1122 or by email to info@areyoufiresafe.com. 
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BOARD MEMBERS 

Donn Thane, Chairman Pete Williams, Director Bill Houdyschell, Associate Crawford Bost, Associate 
Rick Nolle, Vice-Chairman Eric Trygg, Director Gretchen Bennitt, Associate Jerry Martinez, Associate 
Dave Walker, Treasurer Alan Doerr, Director  Jim Mathias, Associate   Heidi Hall, Alternate 
Bill Drown, Director  Don Wagner, Director Jecobie Waters, Associate 
Hank Weston, Director Sue Hoek, Director Joshua Robinson, Associate 
Steve Eubanks, Director Wanda Mertens, Director 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 

Meeting Notice/Agenda of the Fire Safe Council of Nevada County regular board meeting, scheduled for August 
22nd, 2019, was posted per Open Meeting Law requirements at the following locations: 

Fire Safe Council of Nevada County, 143 B Springhill Dr., Grass Valley, CA 95945 
Madelyn Helling Library, 980 Helling Way, Nevada City CA 

www.areyoufiresafe.com 

 AGENDA POSTED: Monday August 19th, 2019 
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Fire Safe Council of Nevada County Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Madelyn Helling Library, 980 Helling Way, Nevada City, CA 

Thursday, June 27, 2019 at 10:00 A.M. 
Videoconferencing was available at The Joseph Center, Levon Avenue, Truckee, CA. 

Board Members in Attendance: 

DIRECTORS:  AGENCY PARTNERS: 
Donn Thane, Chariman Jerry Martinez & Burn Brimhal, BLM  
Rick Nolle, Vice- Chair  Matt Furtado, CalFire/Nevada County 
Dave Walker, Secretary/Treasurer Jenn Tamo, David Jones,  
Eric Trygg, Director     Sheila Cameron, Nevada County OES 
Pete Williams, Director Josh Robinson, Tri Counties 
Don Wagner, Director  Bob Long, Firewise Coalition 
Bill Drown, Director  Cathe’ Fish, UC Master Gardners 
Steve Eubanks, Director Staff in Attendance: 
Sue Hoek, Director  Jamie Jones 
Wanda Mertens, Director Billy Spearing 
Alan Doerr, Director 
Hank Weston, Director 

Visitors in Attendance: Sean Griffis of Cal Fire, Terry McMahon of NCCC Fire, Dr. Kate Wilkin of UCCE, Chris 
Friedel of South Yuba Watershed, David Brensfield of BLM Bakersfield. 

1) The meeting was called to order at 10:00 A.M.

2) Meeting Safety Briefing was given by Chairman, Donn Thane.

3) Consent for current Agenda and order of business (Single Motion Needed): Approval of
current Agenda, motioned by Nolle and seconded by Walker, all approved.

4) Consent for previous meeting minutes (Single Motion Needed): Approval of Minutes from
5/23/2019 Board Meeting, motioned by Walker, seconded by Nolle, all approved.

5) Public Comment: Chris Friedel of Yuba Watershed announced planned projects as follows: clear
roadsides at some BLM parcels, expand out to 200 ft each side; shaded fuel break; project work on
Sportsmen’s archery range and Round Mountain.

6) Agency/Partner Reports:
Sean Griffis of CAL Fire: the Unit fully staffed on 2nd week of July and an engine was added in Colfax.
Lookouts are open and looking for volunteers to staff them. NEU confiscated over 16 thousand pounds
of illegal fireworks already in June.
Jerry Martinez of BLM introduced David Brensfield from the Bakersfield office. Announced June 14th fire
restrictions on BLM land requiring a variance for all projects. If needed, contact Julie Martin.
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Jenn Tamo of NevCo OES: Reported on recent and upcoming public events. Announced the Hazard 
mitigation grant coming from FEMA and the upcoming Board of Supervisors vote for Ponderosa West. 

7) Board Resolutions:
a. 1819-30: Emergency Declaration- for Ponderosa West Project, matching the Nevada County

Emergency Declaration to bypass the typical public bid solicitation timeline since it would delay
progress on the overall project making the timeline impossible. Weston motioned, Drown
seconded, All approved.

b. 1819-31: Ponderosa West Project Committee Formation- Walker motioned, Drown seconded,
All approved.

8) Report from the Executive Committee -Donn Thane:
a. Lake Wildwood FWC to meet @ PV Fire station within the month.
b. Ponderosa Contract between FSCNC and Nevada County goes before Board of Supervisors on

July 9th, there will be a walk through of the County property with partner agencies this
afternoon.

c. Director Involvement- Directors can rally volunteers to facilitate programs and report to the full
FSCNC Board about program functions etc.

9) Report from the Executive Committee -Dave Walker:
a. Reported on new processes and reporting which will begin on July 1st.
b. The budget for 2019/2020 is looking exciting and shows just how much growth is happening.

Motion for budget approval by Weston, Seconded by Drown, All approved.
c. Brief review to note just how much things have grown, and how quickly.

10) Report from the Chairman – Donn Thane: Nothing to report. Time is yielded.
11) Report from the Executive Director – Jamie Jones:

a. FSCNC applied for 4 new Grants.
b. See Budget for information about new staffing, 2 students working for the summer.
c. New location is open.
d. The Conservation Corp finished Grizzley Hill. Spatial Informatics Group is modeling structure

loss projections over local maps with new fire behavior specific to WUI conditions for this FRAP
is being contracted by CAL Fire.

e. See included Event Calendar for new dates and participation.
12) Report from the Fundraising Committee – Bill Drown: Red Zone Affair is September 27 and 28th.
13) Report from Projects Committee- Donn Thane: A Proscribed Burn Grant announces October1;

Local burn group meeting in July @ PV Fire Station.
14) Director Comments:

Bill Drown – Thanked staff for hanging tuff through the changes.
Wanda Mertens – Updates on insurance industry related news.
Sue Hoek – Director Orientation was great.
Cathe’ Fish – all local hardware stores are now selling the new types of vents including the Home Depot
in Auburn. Could we find a corporate sponsor for re-creating the updated FireWise Plant list.

15) Reporting out of Closed Session (Only Voting Board Members May Participate):
Commenced at approximately 11:45. Board of Directors approved a pay raise for Executive Director
Jones.

I declare that these meeting minutes accurately reflect the actions of the Fire Safe Council of Nevada County’s 
Board meeting held on May 23, 2019 and were approved by the Board of Directors. 

___________________________________________  _________________
Date  
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Executive/Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 

143 B Springhill Dr., Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Thursday, August 15, 2019 

The meeting was called to order at 9:31 A.M. 

In Attendance: 
Donn Thane, Chairman 
Rick Nolle, Vice Chair 
Dave Walker, Treasurer 
Hank Weston, Director 
Eric Trygg, Director 
Bill Drown, Director 
Jamie Jones, Executive Director 

Guests: None 

No public comment. 

Discussion regarding Lake Wildwood Green Waste event ensued. The committee reviewed photos 
taken at the end of the event, as left by board members and volunteers the last day of the green waste 
program at this location. Executive Director Jones conveyed updates regarding next years green waste 
program. The Lake Wildwood Campground site will not be used and has been omitted for future green 
waste funding opportunities. An alternate location is being chosen based on proximity to all Penn Valley 
residents. Additionally, an alternate location is needed to avoid potential access and use issues that 
occurred at the LWW Campground site. There is still a meeting to be had regarding issues from both 
parties of the contract; 1. LWW states the site was to be returned to the condition it was prior to start. 
2. There was existing green waste from a program the year prior, that was organized by LWW at this
location. 3. The location was inaccessible the final dates of the event. 4. Residents and LWW
association continued to use as a dump site outside the staffed dates and times agreed upon in
contract. The Chairman, Vice-Chair, and Executive Director will all be in attendance as representation
for the meeting to be scheduled for the following week.

Vice-Chair Nolle provided a working document that had been started about 4 years prior. The Executive 
Committee would like to revisit and update the "Objectives and Priorities" document to be adopted 
later. Director Weston states that the priority order and some items may need to be changed as the 
Executive Director role has changed immensely since the document was first proposed. Additionally, it 
was recommended that the order of priorities should be at the discretion of the ED and may constantly 
need to be adapted as partnerships and opportunities are a moving target. The Executive Committee 
will bring a new draft for review and potential formal adoption. 

ED Jones reports that Ponderosa is live. Flagging has started and the Washington Ridge Crews will 
likely begin in the coming weeks once sensitivity training has been completed. The vehicles and 
equipment needed for project implementation will be finalized in the coming weeks. 

ED Jones states the at the new Project manager, Matthew Frink has been a phenomenal addition to 
the team and has been instrumental in the success of the Ponderosa Project launch. Christopher 
Wackerly has started to transition to the Field Operations Manager position. He will spend few weeks 
bringing online the new Jobber software and integration to be used for the chipping program and for 
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POSITION 
   LAST    

 FIRST 
   CITY  

  PHONE  
  CELL 
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AIL 
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N
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Thane 
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Grass Valley 
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M
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N

olle 
Rick 

Penn Valley 
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W
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Director 
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evada City 
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Director 
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Director 
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Steve 
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 Ready 
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steubanks@
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Director 
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Sue 
N

evada County 
Sue.hoek@

co.nevada.ca.us 
County of Nevada, Board of Supervisors 
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M
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W
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N

evada City 
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N
A 

w
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m
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M
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Director 
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Eric 
Grass Valley 
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N

A 
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ail.com

 
M
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Director 
W
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Penn Valley 
530-432-2630

530-559-8816
dw

agner@
pennvalleyfire.com

 
N

evada County Fire Chiefs' Assoc. Rep. 

Director 
W

eston 
Hank 

Penn Valley 
hankw

eston@
com

cast.net 
M

em
ber at Large 

Director 
W
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s 

Pete 
N

evada City 
530-265-2686

N
A 

peteandsuew
i@

sbcglobal.net 
M
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Associate 
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Gretchen 
Grass Valley 

530-274-9360
N

A 
nsaqm

d.gretchen@
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ail.com
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M
D 

Associate 
Fish 
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 Ready 
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sunshine.w
orks@
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ail.com

 
M

aster Gardener’s Assoc. 

Associate 
Houdyschell 

Bill 
Truckee 

530-587-9432
N

A 
forestry@

tahoedonner.com
 

RPF 

Associate 
M

artinez 
Jerry 

El Dorado Hills 
916-941-3101

916-212-3108
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m

artin@
blm

.gov 
BLM

 

Associate 
M

athias 
Jim

 
N

evada City 
530-265-7855

530-277-2303
jim

.m
athias@

fire.ca.gov 
CALFIRE 

Associate 
Long 

Bob 
Grass Valley 

530-913-0287
N

A 
boblong162@
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ail.com

 
Firew

ise Coalition 

Associate 
Josh 

Robinson 
N

orth Auburn 
joshuarobinson@

tcbk.com
 

Tri-Counties Bank 

Associate 
W

aters 
Jecobie 

N
evada City 

530-288-3231
N

A 
jecobiew

aters@
fs.fed.us 

U
SFS, Tahoe N

ational Forest 
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Hall 

Heidi 
Grass Valley 

530-265-1480
N

A 
heidi.hall@
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County of N

evada, Alternate 
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FIRE SAFE COUNCIL OF NEVADA COUNTY 
COMMITTEES ROSTER 

(As of April 22, 2019) 

EXECUTIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
Donn Thane, Chair   David Walker, Treasurer Bill Drown, Director 
Rick Nolle, Vice-Chair Eric Trygg, Director Hank Weston, Director 

PARTNERSHIP EDUCATION: 
Susan Rogers   Cohesive Strategy Metrics: 
Firewise Coalition  Kate Wilken 

FIRE PREVENTION EDUCATION: 
Susan Rogers  
Firewise Coalition  

VOLUNTEER DEVELOPMENT: BOARD & STAFF DEVELOPMENT: 
Bob Long Kate Wilken   

HAZARDOUS FUEL REDUCTIONS: 
Donn Thane  
Pete Williams 
Don Wagner 
Alan Doerr 

FUNDRAISING: GRANT WRITING:  
Eric Trygg Jenn Tamo (Nevada County OES) 
Bill Drown  

HUMAN RESOURCES: DIRECTOR NOMINATION: 
Donn Thane  Donn Thane 
Rick Nolle  Rick Nolle  
Pete Williams  Pete Williams 
Bill Drown Bill Drown 

Jamie Jones, FSCNC Executive Director, is a member of all Committees as a non-voting position 
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