Blue Cross Founder Dies At 75

Homer Edgar Wickenden, 75,
of 5 The Byway, Bronxville, died
yesterday in Lawrence Hospital |
of Parkinson’s disease, i

Mr. Wickenden, who became |

Hospilal Fund in 1929, was in-
strumental in oahlhhshmg what
js now Blue Cross in New York
City.

While a yvoung social worker,
hevhad read of an experiment
besun in 1929 at Baylor Uni-
versity Hospital in Texas, The
hospital had entered into an
agreement fo provide prepaid
care at small cost to a group of
schoolteachers. It was the be-
ginning of Blue Cross, out of
which grew Blue Shield o help
pay doctors’ bills.

Mr. Wickenden thought New
York City needed some sort of
plan like Baylor's to provide
such care, nol just lor the
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Mn: John Box

K. Lillie J. Box of F‘j/R'lm-
goy Ave., a Yonkers yesident
fon 70 years, died Sund: iy at the
Professional Hospilal. | f“he was
57* /

Y B wis bofn T Tng-
land Teb. 11, 1878/ a daughter
of” the\ late }dwr’n and Hetty
Héoper, and camg to the Umlod

States as a child. |

She was'marnfed in Honesdale,
Py, to Johnl;gox, an employe
of “Alexander/ Smith Tne.,

died in 1942.

who

¥ was a member of
Pentecostal Church
s \

Surviying are\ a ' daughter,

Mrg etty Smith of Yonkers;
two sons, Irnest\Box of Yon-
‘kers/and Paul Box\of Sf. Louis,

two sisters, Wrs. Mary
of Yonkers ‘and Mrys.
nnie Myers of Oxnard, Calif.;
hree brothers, E dwin‘l Hooper
of California, Charles Héoper of
Ku}gstml Pa, ., and Ernest Hoop-
er, of Durban, South Africa;
eight grandchildren and 20 great

: o | Sigismund
general divector of the Umled:,\{aym, Torelio . el Guandints

« orandehildren.

needy, but for persons of mod-
erate means willing and able to
pay a reasonable price for if.

With support of the late Dr.
Schulz  Goldwater,

energetic commissioner of hos-
pitals, Mr. Wickenden appointed
a Hospital Survey Committee to
invesligate the possiblity of such
a plan.

Within two months, the Asso-
ciated Hospital Service of New
York had been organized with
Mr. Wickenden as secrefary,
and the United FHospital Fund
had obtained donations of $15,-
000 from the Commonwealth
Fund and $5,000 from the Josiah

Maey Jr. foundation to finance
ils beginning.

Before he died, Mr. Wicken-
den was 1o see Associated Hos-
pital Service of New York,
thereafter called Blue Cross
Plan (after the Baylor experi-
ment), grow from five bur-
roughs of New York City to in-
clude 12 surrounding counties,
Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester,
Rockland, Sullivan, Greene, Ul-
ster, Putnam, Dutchess, Colum-
hia, Orange and Delaware.

Myr. Wickenden continued' as
general director of the UHE un-
til 1940. From 1941 through 1943,

he was simultaneously adminis- |
| irator of the New York Medical

College and the Flower and
Fifth Avenue Hospitals.

From 1944 to 1956, he was|

vice-president and secretary of
the National Health and Welfare
Retirement Association.

Mr. Wickenden was born in
Toledo, Ohio Dee. 20, 1890, son
of the late Thomas R. and Ida
Consaul Wickenden. He ob-
tained the degree of bachelor of
philosophy in 1912 from Denison
University in Granville, Ohio.

He received a master’s degree /2

from the University of Louis-
ville and attended Columbia. /

' Nixon of Pomona,
| Leslie
{land, Ky.

He took greatest pride in be-

ine a member oaf the Brawd ~f

( Educalion in Bronxville and had

served as its president. He was
first president of the Common
Wellare Fund and a member of
the Iamily Service in Bronx-
ville.

A resident of Bronxville since

1936, Mr. Wickenden was a
member of The Reformed
Church.

He is survived by his wife,
Muis. Elmira Bears Wickenden;
two daughters, Mys, Jack (Ann)
Walters of Simsbury, Conn., and
Mrs. Alan (Ruth) Abel of Wood-
land Hills, Calil.; two brothess,
Dr. Thomas Wickenden of Short
Hills, N.J. and Dr. Arthur Wick-
enden of Oxlord, Ohio; three sis-
ters, Mrs. Justin Wroe (Ida)
Calif., Mrs.
(Ruth) Winans of Ash-
and Mrs. Fred (Dor-
othy) Klag of Toledo, and five
grandchildren,

Thomas J. Cave

Thomas J. Cave, 75, of 98
irst St., died Sunday in Law-
ce HOHI)II&.]

vesident of Yonkeu. since
he was born in New York
nly child of the late Thom-

ttended schogls in the
was graduated from
Prep and attended
Southwestern University in Ten-
nessee, where he was a mem-
ber of Kap a Sigma.

He was a mmumean't of St.
Barnabas Chupeh and a mem-

ber of its Holy\Name Society.

Mr. Cave, who refired 10
years ago, was a bullder here,
operating his own' business, Ho
built many houqes‘ in the Mec-
Lean Heights ‘-‘.ectmn

Mr. Cave is buwn@r] by his
wife, the former Marggl et Mary
O’Gorman,whom he married July

3, 1912, in Newburgh, \N.Y.; a
daughtcr Miss Rita Cavtksand a
son, Robert, of the home ad-
dress, and a daughter, Mrs. Carl
(Virginia) Schmidt, of 15 Ran-
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