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Place-name tracing the Wicken: 
Migrations and Settlements of an Anglican Clan across the Midlands of Britain
[bookmark: _Hlk52876350]The advantages and limitations of place-name tracing for tracking the origin and migration of Anglo-Saxon tribes and clans have been described before.[footnoteRef:1] This paper will use the new techniques of micro-level tracing, retrospective tracing, migration route and contact tracing to follow the movement of the Wicken, a previously unknown clan of Angles. The name Wicken may have been derived from the proto-Indo-European root word *weik- and Old English wicing.  The Wicken clan were most likely an early group of vikings, an ethnically heterogeneous group from Scandinavia who acquired their name as they affiliated with the Angle tribe in Germany.[footnoteRef:2] In mid-sixth century Britain they were called Wicingas before the spelling changed to <Hwicce>.[footnoteRef:3] In Middle English it became <Wick>. <Wicken> then developed from a pair of analogical plural-forms, strong -es and weak -en, and the name is found as such today.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  For example, see P. H. Blair, Anglo-Saxon England:  An Introduction (Cambridge, 1977), 18-24.]  [2:  Online Etymology Dictionary, s.v.”Viking, n.,” https://www.etymonline.com/, accessed 18 August, 2020. The entry notes the linkage between wicing, Latin vicus, and OE wic.]  [3:  Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names (fourth ed.), s.v. “Whissendene,” (Oxford, 1960); [additional citation deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.]]  [4:  Richard Coates, “New Light from Old Wicks: The Progeny of Latin vicus”. Nomina, 22 (1999): 75-116, at 102.] 

Although the Angles established various kingdoms across Britain and historic documents mention the names of multiple Anglian clans, there is little information about the origin and migration of different clans to the specific areas they settled, especially in the Western Midlands. The same could be said of the Saxons and other Germanic clans who settled in southern Britain.  The purpose of the present paper is to help address this issue by describing the migrations and settlements of the Wicken in Britain during the last half of the sixth century.  
[bookmark: _Hlk61530685]After crossing from the Netherlands to Britain, the Wicken settled in a cluster of sites across the Wantsum Channel between Canterbury and the Isle of Thanet. They also established a den on the eastern shore of the isle.[footnoteRef:5] The first part of this paper will trace the movement of Wicken as they migrated north from Kent before the first Anglo-Saxon revolt in the middle of the fifth century and establish a territory at the edge of the East Angles.  The second part will track the Wicken after the second Anglo-Saxon revolt in the sixth century, as they moved west to establish a new territory in Middle Anglia from which they launched a final migration to the Western Midlands.  Each part will summarize the relevant history and then analyze evidence of the migration and the settlements of the Wicken provided by related place names.   [5:  [Citation deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.]] 

I.	Migration of the Wicken to East Anglia
Anglo-Saxon History:  From Deployment to the First Revolt
John Morris reports that around 428 AD Vortigern, an “Overking” of the British, was motivated by a rumored invasion of the Picts to strengthen their defenses by inviting a small force of Saxons under the leadership of Hengest to settle on Thanet as federates.  ‘But a single small force on Thanet was no adequate answer to the expected invasion.  It was speedily reinforced.’[footnoteRef:6]  Quoting from Historia Brittonum (specifically citing the Kentish Chronicler from a collection of historical documents traditionally attributed to Nennius as editor), Morris writes that “Hengest gradually brought over more and more keels, till the islands whence they came were left uninhabited, and his people grew in strength and numbers, established in Canterbury”. ‘Canterbury, he writes, ‘is the only city in Britain that the Saxons are said to have acquired by treaty, rather than by conquest; ... Its new inhabitants were presumably billeted as federates in the normal manner, but in numbers sufficient to make them masters of east Kent, in control of its naïve ruler’.[footnoteRef:7]  Regarding the strategic deployment of these additional federates, the author notes that the excavation of pagan English cemeteries  [6:  John Morris, The Age of Arthur: A History of the British Isles from 350 to 650 (New York, 1973), 56 – 61.]  [7:  Morris, Arthur, 74-75.] 

cannot locate the individual sites to which Vortigern’s first federates were posted, but it indicates the districts that they protected against the Pictish threat. ... Inland, forces by Cambridge, and Kempston by Bedford, secured the major intersections of the Icknield Way.  These dispositions are an intelligible answer to a seaborne invasion threatened from the north, aimed at the riches of the Cotswolds, whose most likely landfall was foreseen on the north Norfolk coast, at the head of the Icknield Way. Relatively strong forces also took precautions against the most obvious alternative, a landing on the Humber, to be followed by a march down the north road or the Fosse Way.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Ibid., 60.] 

Based upon the evidence of Anglo-Saxon cemeteries, Morris goes on to write that
The Saxons were stationed where Vortigern wanted them, from the Thames Valley to the Humber waters, to guard the east coast. ... Their location has nothing to do with mythical ‘routes’ of ‘invaders’ who ‘penetrated ‘up valleys; it is the simple consequence of a decision taken by a British government at a particular time. In detail, many cemeteries are located, like Roman cemeteries, outside the walls of Roman towns, large and small, indicating that the Saxons were billeted within the walls.  Others are placed on or beside Roman estates; some guard river crossings, and most of the open country sites are located by river banks, on alluvial soils easy to till.  It is very possible that those which are strategically located are the earliest, billeted by government decision, and that some of the rural sites in the same regions were established by kinsmen who crossed five or ten years later; but archaeological evidence cannot deny or confirm dates so close.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Ibid., 268.] 

After Anglo-Saxons had been invited to Britain as mercenaries, given land around Thanet, and then posted to these other defensive positions, their leader Hengest requested additional supplies but was refused.  Morris writes that ‘Tension increased.  Hengest, confident in his swollen numbers, now openly threatened “to break the treaty and waste the whole island, unless ampler payments were heaped upon them.”  ... In or about 442 AD, Hengest was ready to strike; Britain, “passed into the control of the Saxons.” The disaster was final and all-consuming; a century later Gildas still shuddered at the horror’.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Ibid., 75.] 

Morris then describes in detail how the British mounted a response to this revolt with the Vortigern and his son Vortimer besieging the invaders three times on the island of Thanet.  He writes that Gildas reports and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle implies that Hengest, leader of the Anglo-Saxon mercenaries, again took the initiative and advanced westward across Kent.  Vortimer died soon after and following treachery at a peace conference called by Hengest, further territorial concessions were forced on Vortigern.  However, the author also notes that 
no account survives of the fighting north of the Thames; nor does any report of what Vortigern was doing himself while his son was fighting in Kent.  His principle concern was necessarily to hold London, and to prevent the junction of the main enemy forces.  It is probable that the East Angles tried and failed to reach London; and that Vortigern fought them off.[footnoteRef:11]   [11:  Ibid., 82.] 

Later the British fought a number of successful battles under the leadership of Ambrosius, culminating in a great victory in the 490s at a place called Badon Hill.  This battle, says Gildas, gave forty years of peace to Britain.  After the British victory, the Anglo Saxon federates went back to “their eastern home”, presumably the lands they had been given by Vortigern in Kent and East Anglia.[footnoteRef:12]  According to Morris, Gildas and the Kentish Chronicle report that ‘the population was still too small to fill and hold its lands, not yet able to acquire new territories; those who immediately followed the first contingents settled near their predecessors’.  Morris writes that ‘Hengist’s return established the Kingdom of Kent, but the strongest concentration of the English was in Norfolk and in the Cambridge-Newmarket region.’[footnoteRef:13]   [12:  Michael Wood, In Search for the Dark Ages. (New York, 1987).]  [13:  Morris, Arthur, 268; 85.] 

Wicken Place Names
Beginning near the Isle of Thanet, place-name evidence suggests that the first Wicken to arrive in Britain settled in a cluster of hamlets around Wingham, just 7 miles east of Canterbury.  Some may have been assigned, as mercenaries, to defend that city from possible attack by the Picts.  If the Picts came by sea and entered the Wantsum River from the Thames Estuary, the Wicken might cut them off as they entered the Great Stour River to progress westward by boat or by land toward Canterbury. In addition, several place names in territory north of Kent suggest that another group of Wicken may have been assigned as mercenaries to help establish a line of defense reaching from London up into what was to become East Anglia.  The fundamental questions to be explored here through place-name tracing concern the route along which these Wicken migrated, the rationale for their travel, and the reason for locating their subsequent settlements in a territory running north to south through the Cambridge-Newmarket region.
They may have traveled by boat across the Thames and up a river into the heart of Sussex or East Anglia. If so, they might have moved to Wickford in Essex, strategically situated along the River Crouch, 30 miles west of the North Sea and 30 miles east of London by road, as well as 10 miles from the Thames estuary with its creeks and the River Wick flowing into the River Crouch. The village is also a straight shot along Roman roads heading up toward Cambridge, about 50 miles to the north    Moreover, authors like Ekwall are uncertain about the derivation of the name.  Thinking the first element is derived either from wic or wych, he describes it as a ‘ford by a wych-elm or ford by a dairy farm’.[footnoteRef:14]  So it might also have been a ‘ford of the Wick,’ a first step on their way north. Nevertheless, in the absence of definitive place-name evidence for this or other locations around the Thames estuary or the North Sea coast it’s possible the Wicken traveled instead by foot, following Roman roads from Wingham westward toward London and camping near some of the well-established towns. Then, after crossing the Thames, they would have migrated through lands of the Middle and East Saxons, moving north and settling along the western border of the East Angles. [14:  Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names (fourth ed.), s.v. “Wickford,” (Oxford, 1960).] 

The Route from Wingham to Wicken Bonhunt to Wicken to Witchford
Assuming that a kinship group of Wicken traveled west along the Roman-era Watling Way from Wingham in Kent, they would have passed the medieval towns of Canterbury, Faversham, Rainham, and Rochester. If they were following directions from Vortigern as mercenaries sometime between 428 AD and 442 AD, they might have crossed the Thames at the ford in Winchester or the Roman bridge in Ludenwic (London).  It would have taken the Wicken the better part of a week to walk the 62 miles to the old Roman city. Some may have been billeted there to help cut off access for Picts moving up the Thames valley into the Cotswolds, while others might have continued on the Roman-era Ermine Road north toward Cambridge.   Along the way they might have camped near the small Roman-era town of Harlow and the post-Roman settlement of Bishops Stortford before completing the 40-mile journey to Wicken Bonhunt (in Essex). If they had been deployed by Vortigern to defend his territory from Picts coming down from the north, this location, 19 miles to the south of Cambridge, together with the villages of Wicken, 14 miles to the north and equidistant from both Cambridge and Newmarket, and of Witchford, another 8 miles to the northwest and at the edge of the fenland just south of the Wash, would have been logical places in which to station mercenaries, as shown in Figure 1.
Figure 1. Wicken Migration to East Anglia from Kent
[image: ]
[Attribution deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.]
To convince his supporters that they should follow the Roman practice of inviting foreigners such as the Anglo-Saxons to settle permanently in Britain and of granting them in the east of Britain and giving them supplies in exchange for their providing recruits to fight for the British, Vortigern must have had clear expectations of where the Picts might attempt to penetrate to London and the Cotswolds, and a detailed plan of how to establish an effective line of defense.  Such planning is evident in the location of these Wicken settlements, because one obvious line of attack the Picts might take would be to travel down from the North Sea and into the Wash, the largest estuarine area in the United Kingdom. From there one route they might follow would be to travel southward along the two rivers leading past Cambridge, from where they could reach either further south towards London or westward towards the Cotswolds. However, as shown in Figure 1, the Wicken in these three settlements would be effectively positioned to cut off any such incursion of Picts. 
Figure 2. Deployment of Wicken along Rivers of the Wash
[image: ]
Attribution: Public Domain from Wikipedia, Creative Commons
[Additional attribution deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.] 
Witchford is just one mile from the River Great Ouse and in a position for the Wicken to cut off a warband of Picts near the northern village of Ely. It is located as close to the Wash as possible on a small piece of arable upland situated, as shown in Figure 3, at the southern edge of the Great Fen Basin, an area of creeks, mud flats, and marshland serving as a tidal basin for the River Great Ouse. Because of centuries of draining and seawall construction, much of the fenland is now arable, and Witchford is currently much farther from the shore of the Wash.
Figure 3. Witchford in The Fens
[image: ]
Attribution: Amitchell125 at English Wikipedia, [Additional attribution deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.] 

Wicken is about one mile to the East of the River Cam, a major tributary of the River Great Ouse, and mercenaries from the clan might have been stationed there to attack any war party headed upstream past Ely toward Cambridge.  Finally, Wicken mercenaries in Wicken Bonhunt, would also have been one and one-quarter miles west of the River Cam, but to the south of Cambridge where the river runs alongside the London Road.  There they could have cut off any Picts who reached that far from the Wash or who had reached the London Road from the East and were marching down from Cambridge towards London.  Troops billeted in these locations might also have been able to cut off any Picts headed toward the roads leading southwest into the Cotswolds.  So, place-name tracking of the Wicken north of Kent begins with Wicken Bonhunt (at the northern edge of Essex), and includes Wicken (in East Cambridgeshire), and Witchford (also in Cambridgeshire).
[bookmark: _Hlk61785586]Figure 4. Wicken Line of Defense against Possible Pict Attack Routes
[image: ]
[Attribution deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.] 

Wicken Bonhunt.  Wicken Bonhunt is a village and a civil parish of north-west Essex, in the non-metropolitan district of Uttlesford, England. According to the Recorders of Uttlesford History,  
The Domesday Book refers to the separate manors of Wica and Banhunta. ... Subsidy Rolls of 1238 refer to Wykes Bonhunte and the Feudal Aids of 1412 give the name as Bonant in Wykn.   Other names include Wiken, Wickin, Wykyn, Wickham, Bonant and Bonnet. ... 
A large middle Saxon settlement was discovered in the fields by Bonhunt Farm in the 1970’s.  Around 30 structures showed building activity spanning 150-200 years including a long room where knives with gold inlay and gold headed pins were found suggesting this may have been a royal manor.  Two stone coffins and a Saxon graveyard were excavated; the human remains showed that many had died from severe battle wounds.[footnoteRef:15] [15:   Recorders of Uttlesford History, The local history of Wicken Bonhunt (2009). http://www.recordinguttlesfordhistory.org.uk/index.html#.] 

The consensus of place name indices is that the first element of Wicken Bonhunt originally referred to 'at the specialised farms', as in a wic. [footnoteRef:16]  However, the varied spelling of most of the names suggest that they may refer to the Wicken (Wicing) rather than to a wic, and the second element is not used as a prefix as it probably would have been used to represent a certain type of specialised farm.  Finally, the archeological findings suggest that the place was more than a specialised farm. The 30 structures uncovered at the site so far give some indication of the size to which the initial group of Wicken may have grown and suggest why it would have been the starting point for further migration to the north to defend additional strategic locations.  It’s also possible that if these Wicken had been assigned by Vortigern to defend the region from London up to Cambridge and Newmarket, they might have fought in the subsequent revolt that began in 442 AD.  If some were killed trying to attack the Britons in London or defending their own settlement from Vortigern during other hostilities, this would explain the burial of some with battle wounds.  Finally, approximately 15 decades passed between 430 AD, which is about when Vortigern may have deployed the first Wicken to East Anglia, and 580 AD, which is roughly when the Wicken may have left with other Anglo-Saxons to settle territory in the Western Midland.  This period would have provided time for much of the building activity revealed by the archeological record.     [16:  Key to English Place-names, The Institute for Name Studies, University of Nottingham, s.v.”Wicken Bonhunt,” accessed 18 August, 2020.
] 

Of course, some of the Wicken may have continued to move along the edge of the territory of the East Angles until they reached Wicken in the wetlands 31 miles to the north. This migration from Wicken Bonhunt to Wicken, strategically located near the River Cam as it flows between Cambridge and Newmarket, was most likely the result of a deployment by Vortigern. Also, Wicken is 11 miles from River Lark and 17 miles from Lackford where multiple Anglian cemeteries were noted by Morris.
Wicken.  Wicken has been described as a small village on the edge of the Fens near Soham in  East Cambridgeshire, ten miles northeast of Cambridge, and nine miles northwest of Newmarket.  According to a prominent dictionary of place names, Wicken was listed as Wicha in the Domesday Book and Wiken in around 1200.  The name may have come from an Old-English dative plural wícum meaning “the dwellings" or "the trading settlement”.[footnoteRef:17] However, it might also have come from Wicken, developed from Wicing and from what Richard Coates has described as a pair of new Middle English analogical plural-forms, strong -es and weak -en.[footnoteRef:18]  [17:  A Dictionary of British Place-Names, s.v. “Wicken,” (Oxford, 2003), 497.]  [18:  Coates, “Wicks”, 102.] 

Local historians report that, Wicken's fens have yielded scattered traces of prehistoric activity, both Stone Age flint tools, and some Bronze Age weapons. From Roman times date coin hoards found, 1878-82, north of the church, and from the late Anglo-Saxon period a few spears and other weapons.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Wareham, A. F. and A. P. M. Wright, 'Wicken', in A History of the County of Cambridge and the Isle of Ely: Volume 10, Cheveley, Flendish, Staine and Staploe Hundreds (North-Eastern Cambridgeshire) (London, 2002), 551-556. ] 


Finally, if the Wicken were located at defensive positions along the Roman roads past Cambridge and into Norfolk, it would be logical for them also to settle at Witchford, another 8 miles closer to where the Great River Ouse once discharged into the Wash and with an unobstructed view of the surrounding wetlands. 
Witchford. Witchford is a village and civil parish about 8 miles northeast of Wicken, and 2.5 miles west of Ely, formerly the Isle of Ely in Cambridgeshire. According to local historians, 
'The Town stands on a plesant Hill at 3 miles west of Ely and the road between the two places crosses some of the highest ground in the Isle (about 80 ft. above sea-level), commanding fine views over the southern extremity of the Fens to the Suffolk hills beyond Newmarket. Witchford is at present one of the smaller villages in the county but was formerly of greater importance; Domesday Book refers to the two hundreds of Ely which meet at Wiceford, and the name 'Witchford Hundred' is found from 1128. North Witchford is still the name of one of the rural districts.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  T. D. Atkinson, Ethel Hampson, E. T. Long, C. A. F. Meekings, E. Miller, H. B.Wells Woodgate, "Witchford", A History of the County of Cambridge and the Isle of Ely. Pugh, RB (ed); Victoria County History. IV. (London: Oxford University Press for the Institute of Historical Research, 2002), 176–179.] 


In 1947 an Anglo-Saxon pagan cemetery was uncovered on the site, containing about 30 skeletons. Potshards and coins were also found.  Anthropologist T. C. Lethbridge concluded that these are consistent with the period AD 450–650.[footnoteRef:21] In addition, while the Domesday Book has Wiceford, the Ramsey Chartulary has Wicheford, and the forms Wichforda, and Wicheforda occur in the I.C.C.  In addition, there is Witcham, a village just 3 miles west of Witchford whose name may also have derived either from Wych-elm trees or from the Wicken and whose existence may indicate expansion of the settlement and growth of the population. Witcham was a medieval village and appears as Wickham on the map in Figure 4, published in 1646.  [21:  Gordon Fowler, "Cratendune: A problem of the Dark Ages" (PDF). Proceedings of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. Bowes and Bowes for the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. XLI: 70–73. (1948), retrieved 29 September 2010.] 


Figure 5. Wickham by the Washe
[image: ]
Attribution: 
The consensus of place name indices is that the first element of Witchford derives from Wych-elm tree.[footnoteRef:22]   However, it might also be from the Wicken clan, and the sequence of names in strategic positions such as described above as well as the additional sequence described below of names that are aligned with a subsequent migration of the Wicken to the Middle and Western Midlands add weight to this conjecture.  Moreover, the substitution of <tch> for <ck> in the name Witchford, appears to have continued as this particular group moved westward to Witchley and Wychnor and then down to Wychbold, a further migration described in detail below.  [22:  Key, s.v. “Witchford,” accessed 18 August, 2020.] 

In conclusion, all three of these places have names that could have derived from the clan name Wicken (OE Wicing) or its singular, root form Wick (OE Wic).  While on the one hand each may have derived from separate, random references to a type of elm tree called Wych, on the other hand all three appear to align precisely with important strategic positions apparently taken by Vortigern in East Anglia to defend against a possible attack by the Picts in the north leading from the Wash south along a major river system towards London. All three can be dated to the early Anglo-Saxon period, when Vortigern was reported to have invited Anglo-Saxons to live in Britain and serve in his army as mercenaries.  Finally, while they were separated from their initial base near Thanet, the distance of 39 miles from Wicken Bonhunt to Witchford, is close enough for several related families in one extended kinship group to have migrated to help establish a line defense, then to participate in the first revolt, and finally to maintain a coherent territory consisting of several related settlements which grew and expanded  over the course of a century or more.
II.	Migration of the Wicken to the Western Midlands
Anglo-Saxon History – The Second Revolt
  According to Morris, the peace that followed the first revolt of the Anglo-Saxon federates was ended by a second revolt.[footnoteRef:23]  [23:  Morris, Arthur, 225,  ] 

It began as a trickle and became a flood.  The memory of Badon had contained the English within their borders for three generations; though the military strength of Arthur’s empire soon dissolved, fear of superior British power long outlived its reality.  Its weakness was revealed when Cynric seized Salisbury in 550. ... In 571 Cuthwulf destroyed the midland British at Bedford and marched to Oxford; six years later his heir joined Ceawlin in the conquest of the lower Severn.  In less than ten years British political authority in the south had been abolished.  The crumbling dam crashed suddenly, and the English flooded over open lands.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Ibid., 293.] 

 Morris notes that literary and historical traditions imply that Icel, King of the Angles, ‘moved his royal center and the remainder of his subjects from Angeln to Britain in the later fifth century’.  He writes that ‘it is therefore probable that Icel reinforced the Angles and established a royal centre among the east Angles of Norfolk and the lower Ouse’.[footnoteRef:25]  One place where the Iclingas may have located was Icklingham, just to the east of Lackford. ‘There is no record of midland and East Anglian wars beyond the general statement that some of the pagans who had occupied East Anglia earlier in the century went on to “invade Mercia” and to fight many campaigns against the British”.[footnoteRef:26] [25:  Ibid., 272.]  [26:  Ibid., 297-98.] 

Nothing is known of the later constitution of the East Anglian and East Saxon monarchies, save that their kings stayed within their borders, and won no authority over other English peoples.  Political primacy passed to the frontier kingdoms, composed of small independent units, whose numbers greatly increased as colonists consolidated new lands to the west.[footnoteRef:27]   There are a number of Anglian clans who are known to have migrated to the west.  For example, Smith mentions that ‘two close parallels to the migration of Anglian folks into Worcestershire have often been noted in Phepson ... named from a group of the Faerpingas from Middle Anglia, and Whitsun brook ... from the Wixna of the fens (both folks named in the Tribal Hidage)’.[footnoteRef:28]  Another striking example is provided by the Mercian, who were formed by another clan of Anglians, the Iclingas.  The Iclingas went further westwards than any of the others and carved out a small kingdom for themselves which soon came to dominate its neighbors to the east. The name Iclinga survives as "Hickling" and several similar spellings.   [27:  Ibid., 323.]  [28:  A. H. Smith, ‘The Hwicce’, Franciplegius: Medieval and Linguistic Studies in honor of F. P. Magoun, ed. J. B. Bessinger, Jr and R. P. Creed (New York, 1965) p. 64.] 

Mercia – Morris writes that ‘the Colonies that followed Cuthwulf’s victory were not haphazard settlements, founded by carefree adventurers on their private initiative.  Within a few years of 571, the several districts of the English are reported to have proclaimed their independence and established permanent monarchies.  Records are few and brief, for Bede reported almost nothing of sixth-century history. ... The story of the midlands is lost, for only a few fragments of the Anglian Chronicle survive. But these fragments remembered the foundation of future kingdoms, noting the “first king who reigned” in each region; ... the creation of the Mercian monarchy is placed in 584. ... There is no record of midland and East Anglian wars, beyond the general statement that some of the pagans who had occupied East Anglia earlier in the century went on to “invade Mercia” and to fight many campaigns against the British. ... The augmented English of the midlands united behind Creoda, a king who claimed descent from Icel.  His kingdom was a federation of very small peoples, who assumed the general name of the “frontier men”, the Mercians, the men of the march, or border.[footnoteRef:29]  [29:  Morris, Arthur, p. 298.] 

Hwicce - Della Hook writes that ‘the period in which the Hwiccan kingdom was established ‘remains one of the least understood in British history’.  Considering historical, archeological, linguistic and ecclesiastical evidence, she agrees with other historians that the Kingdom of Hwicce was of mixed origin, intermingling British as well as Anglian and Saxon influence.  Nevertheless, she concludes that ‘whatever the British contribution in the formation of the Hwiccan kingdom may have been, the dominant element in the leadership was inevitably Anglo-Saxon’.[footnoteRef:30]   [30:  Della Hooke, The Anglo-Saxon Landscape: The Kingdom of the Hwicce (Manchester University Press, 2009), p. 3, 21.] 

Most scholars take the territory of the Hwicce to be essentially the same as the later diocese of Worcester, founded in 679–80.  On the map in Figure 2, Hooke uses evidence based on the location of coins to shows that this area is coterminous with that once occupied by the British tribe called Dobunni by the Romans.[footnoteRef:31] Smith feels that the distribution of places associated in one way or another with the Hwicce gives a picture of a compact and not insignificant territorial unit, and geographically at least, suggests that the Hwicce could have been ‘an Anglian folk who had migrated from Middle Anglia into the Avon valley, from which they spread northward into Worcestershire and southward into the Cotswolds of Gloucestershire’.[footnoteRef:32]   However, they may have entered this territory through a more southern route as some believe, through a direct route to Worcester as Smith suggests above, through a more northern route as he mentions in a footnote or, as Bassett suggests, through all three.[footnoteRef:33] Smith deals with two questions regarding this view of their origin, a mixture of Anglian and Saxon artifactual evidence and the presence in Worcestershire of certain place names of West Saxon origin.  His conclusion, in summary, is as follows: [31:  Ibid., 56.]  [32:  Smith, “Hwicce,” 61]  [33:  S. Bassett, S., “Church and diocese in the West Midlands: the transition from British to Anglo-Saxon control,” in J. Blair & R. Sharpe eds., Pastoral Care Before the Parish (Leicester, 1992). ] 

Although in the time of Penda the population of the territory of the Hwicce could have included some Saxon settlers from the short-lived Saxon occupation of Gloucestershire and must have included Celtic people who survived the West Saxon conquest, the linguistic evidence of place names, the possible name links of the rulers of the Hwicce with the Northumbrian royal dynasty, the appearance of the folk name or personal names derived from it in other midland place names, the emergence in historical times of the Hwicce as a large and territorially coherent though dependent folk, and the parallels of other Anglian folks moving into the region – all these make it likely that the Hwicce were essentially of Anglian origin;  it may well be that at the dawn of their recorded history, when their own rulers had become subject underkings, the adventurer Penda found in them the power to create a great Mercian kingdom out of a large number of minor Anglian peoples.  It is in the Midlands rather than the south that the origins of the Hwicce should be sought’.[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Smith, “Hwicce,” 61-62. ] 


Wicken Place Names – The Migration to Mercia
As the Wicken who moved up from Canterbury and London to territory in the Cambridge-Newmarket area had survived and thrived during the peace that followed Baden, they were most likely ready to participate in the second revolt by expanding beyond the limits of their settlements at Wicken Bonhunt, Wicken, and Witchford.  Since they were located to the west of those sections of East Anglia that were reorganized as Norfolk and Suffolk, it was understandable that the Wicken in each of these three locations would move to the Anglian frontier, following the most direct available route west.  
The Wicken may have been influenced by other Angles in the area, including the royal family of Creoda, who claimed descent from Icel and may himself have moved west from East Anglia to become King of Mercia.  By migrating to the west, the Wicken who were located in Witchford ended up moving 51 miles to Witchley, now Witchley Close, in Rutland, and then migrating another 102 miles further west, where they settled at Wichnor in Southern Mercia, now in Staffordshire.  The village of Wichnor was located 12 miles southwest of Reptone, and 12 miles north of Tamworth, two important royal centers in Mercia for the Iclingas.
Figure 6. Route from Witchford to Witchley to Wychnor
[image: ]
Attribution: [Attribution deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.]
The Route from Witchford to Witchley to Wichnor:
Witchley. According to William Page, ‘Witchley Warren and Witchley Warren Farm, at the eastern end of the parish [of Edith Weston], mark the site of “Wichele,” which was in 1310 within the forest of Rutland. ... Richard Halford, in 1621, had a grant of free warren in parcels of land and pasture called Wicheley, le Cowe Close.[footnoteRef:35] According to Cox, ‘Wicesle, Wicelea 1086, [was] described in Domesday Book as a Hundred (twice) and as a Wapentake (four times). The name survives in Witchley Warren Farm just outside the hundred (in Edith Weston, Martinsley Hundred). The area of the wapentake was later subdivided into East Hundred and Wrangdike Hundred (p. 662).[footnoteRef:36]  Cox, as cited by Green, believes this was ‘originally the name of an extensive common area between Normanton, Edith Weston, Empingham and Ketton, labelled as Wicheley Heath on Speed's 1603–11 map of Rutland, Bowen's 1756 map, and other early maps. Early forms include Wicheslea, Whicchele, Wicheley etc, recorded from 1185 onwards. The Parish of Edith Weston was probably included at the time of the Domesday Survey in Hambleton Church soke [jurisdiction], as one of the seven 'berewes,' and was therefore demesne of the Crown.’[footnoteRef:37] [35:  William Page, “A History of Rutland,” The Victoria History of the Counties of England, II, (London, 1935) s.v. “Edith Weston.”]  [36:  Barrie Cox, The place names of Leicestershire and Rutland. Unpub.diss., (University of Nottingham.1971) 662.]  [37:  Dr. Caitlin R. Green. “The Hwicce of Rutland? Some Intriguing Names from the East Midlands.” Caitlin Green, 26 March 2016, www.caitlingreen.org/2016/03/the-hwicce-of-rutland.html. ] 

	The ley or heath, an uncultivated grassland whose name derived from the Wicken, was such a large common that as it was developed it gave rise to related names, such as Witchlea Hundred, Witchlea Leys and Whissendine. Whissendine itself was a parish located in the north-west of Rutland.  As noted by Green, ‘Early spellings include Wichingedene (1086) Wissendene (1206), and Wissinden' (1238). This name can be read either as an ‑inga‑ name formed around the above personal-name plus Old English denu, 'valley' or, more likely according to both Cox and Gelling, as an original *Hwiccena-denu, 'valley of the Hwicce'.’[footnoteRef:38] However, the early attestations of this place name are noteworthy. Since they do not begin with a <wh->, they are more likely derived from a name of the Wicken than from the Hwicce.  Moreover, this is perhaps the only time that the name of the tribe that established these settlements is recognized in the literature.  In this case, it was recognized by Ekwall, who suggested that the final element, OE denu 'a valley', is compounded with OE *Wicingas, a tribal name derived from personal names in wic- with the change of cs to ss as due to Anglo-Norman influence.’[footnoteRef:39]    Since this tribal name was not Hwicce, the question is what tribal group was named Wicingas? [38:  Green, “Rutland.” ]  [39:  Concise Oxford Dictionary, 515–516] 

Wichnor (Wychnor).  Wychnor is a village and civil parish in Staffordshire, England, situated in the East Staffordshire local government district adjoining Alrewas and Barton-under-Needwood. It is situated on the A38, formerly the Roman road Ryknild Street, and contains the hamlet of Wychnor Bridges where the A38 crosses the River Trent. According to Edith Harrison, its earliest spelling was Hwiccenofre. 'Ofre' was the Anglo-Saxon word for "edge or bank". Hwicce was a province comprising Gloucestershire, Worcestershire and a part of Warwickshire and the people were called Hwiccas or Hwicii. It is thought that some of these people came to settle in Wychnor and so gave their name to the place they settled in. In the Doomsday Book, it is referred to as "Wicenore".[footnoteRef:40]   [40:  Edith Harrison, The Story of Wychnor ... Written for the school children of Wychnor. (Lichfield, 1934), 9-10.] 

The proliferation of Wicken-related names in the Western Midlands has led to confusion for historians such as Harrison, Ekwall, Hooke and Cox.  Lacking information about the migration of Wicken from East Anglia, they assume that names such as Witchley in Rutland, Wichnor in Staffordshire and Whiston in Northamptonshire must have derived from the Hwicce and therefore could only have arisen from the migration of groups of Hwicceans away from their tribal home. F.M. Stenton has suggested that migrations of this kind may explain some of the worst complexities of Anglo-Saxon archaeology.[footnoteRef:41] Smith comes closer to the approach taken here when he considers the migration of Angles from the midlands to join the Hwicce and therefore notes that ‘Witchley and Whiston would suggest a line of penetration of the Hwicce from the Nene valley to the Avon valley’.[footnoteRef:42]  Finally Green summarizes these two explanations and then explains her choice between them: [41:   F.M. Stenton, Anglo-Saxon England, 3rd ed. (Oxford,1971).]  [42:  Smith, ‘Hwicce,’ ] 

Two explanations have been offered for this situation. The first is that these names are evidence of an undocumented north-eastwards movement of people from the West Midlands kingdom of the Hwicce into the East Midlands, perhaps during the seventh–ninth centuries. The second explanation is that these names instead reflect a situation wherein the Hwicce were originally settled in the East Midlands during the fifth to sixth centuries and then moved south-westwards into their seventh- to eighth-century kingdom at some point before the seventh century.[footnoteRef:43]  [43:  Green, “Rutland.”] 

		The author then suggests that ‘there is at least a potential case for considering the second of the above scenarios as the more likely of the two: that is to say, that the East Midlands names could somehow reflect an early, pre-seventh-century presence and territory of the Hwicce in this region. In the first place, if these names do indeed all contain the group-name Hwicce – as has been supported by both Insley and Cox – then this is a rather different matter to them simply being names referencing individual members of the Hwicce who bore a personal name derived from their group-name. In particular, it would imply that we are not simply dealing with individual 'Hwiccians' present in the East Midlands, something that might accord well with the notion of a seventh-century or later north-eastern movement to this region from Worcestershire and Gloucestershire, but rather with a significant body of people living here, sufficient for them to be locally known as the Hwicce and give their name to multiple sites.’[footnoteRef:44]  Green’s conclusions thus support the evidence provided here as regards the size of the territory established by the Wicken as well as the direction and chronology of their migration.  However, the author looks no further for the origin of this body of people in the east than the area in Rutland around Witchley, and therefore believes they were already called Hwicce rather than Wicingas.  [44:  Ibid.] 

Since the Wicken in Witchley migrated to the west as part of the second Anglo-Saxon revolt, it is not surprising to find that the other Wicken back in East Anglia who had settled to the south of Witchley at Wicken and those located even further south at Wicken Bonhunt, also moved to the west.  However, the most direct routes led both of these groups of Wicken to settle at different locations in territory that eventually became the Kingdom of Hwicce, south of Mercia. It should be noted that an assumption of linearity underlies the place-name tracing techniques utilized here.  This assumption is that people migrate with a plan, a general goal or at least a specific direction in mind, and that in the absence of obstacles, they will follow the most direct route available towards that goal.  Only when they reach their goal will they slow down and begin to meander, as predicted by the analogy of fluid dynamics.  Therefore, retrospective tracing which begins at the three locations of the Wicken in East Anglia and which includes an assumption of linearity produces three different migration maps to the Western Midlands: the first leading to Mercia as described above and the other two leading to territory to the south. 
 
Wicken Place Names – The Migrations to Hwicce
Those Wicken whose ancestors were billeted to the south of Witchford, in Wicken and in Wicken Bonhunt, on either side of Cambridge, were also eager to move to the Western Midlands.  Each migrated by the most convenient route to enter the territory that became the Kingdom of Hwicce, resulting in two migration routes to Hwicce in addition to the migration route to Mercia described above.  Those living in Wicken (Cambridgeshire) appear to have migrated straight across by way of Whiston and Wichenford.  Those living further to the south in Wicken Bonhunt appear to have taken a more southerly route by way of Wicken (Milton Keys), and Whichford. Together, these three migration routes of the Wicken to the Western Midlands explain why there are places with Wicken-related names that lie between East Anglia and the Western Midlands, outside of the historic habitat of the Hwicce. 
The Route from Wicken Bonhunt to Wicken to Whichford:
Figure 7. Route from Wicken Bonhunt to Wicken (Milton Keynes) to Whichford
[image: ]
Attribution: [Attribution deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.]

Wicken is a village and civil parish in the English county of Northamptonshire. ...The modern village dates from Saxon times and is mentioned in the Domesday Book.  According to Riden and Insley (2002), during the Middle Ages, Wicken seems to have functioned as two villages: Wick Dive and Wick Hamon, separated by a stream and both in separate manors.  The earliest evidence for settlement in Wicken is a feature identified as a prehistoric ring ditch discovered on the flood plain of the Great Ouse. Also, in the southeast of the parish, on river gravel, remains of a Roman building, including 3rd- and 4th-century pottery, were found in 1965.  
Any woodland that once existed in the central and south-eastern parts of Wicken was presumably cleared in the early Middle Ages when the twin villages of Wick Dive and Wick Hamon with their adjoining common fields were established. Both estates are mentioned for the first time in 1086 and have a separate manorial history until 1449.
... Other settlements stand apart from the two villages. One is Wicken Hurst (whose name appears not to be recorded in any medieval source), a small farmstead on Kings Brook at the southern limit of Wicken Wood which seems likely to have originated as a roadside assart [a piece of arable land cleared of bushes and trees] on the edge of Whittlewood. By the early 18th century, when it was sometimes known as Little Wicken, Wicken Hurst comprised part of a hamlet of four or five houses, the rest of which lay on the opposite side of the brook in Passenham.
Whichford.  According to Mills, Whichford is a village and civil parish in Warwickshire, England, about 5 miles (8 km) southeast of Shipston-on-Stour. ... The Domesday Book of 1086 records Wicford as a manor of 15 hides. In a document of about 1130 the name is spelt Wicheforda. Its etymology is not certain but Mills believes it may mean "Ford of the Hwicce".[footnoteRef:45]  [45:  A Dictionary of British Place-Names, s.v. “Whichford,” (United Kingdom: OUP Oxford, 2011). 
] 

The Route from Wicken to Whiston to Wichenford: The route west from Wicken in East Anglia runs through Whiston and reaches to Wichenford:
[bookmark: _Hlk62226076]Figure 8.  Route from Wicken (Cambridgeshire) to Whiston to Wichenford
[image: ]
Attribution: [Attribution deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.]
Whiston. Whiston is a village in the English county of Northamptonshire four miles due east of the county town of Northampton. It is in the civil parish of Cogenhoe and Whiston. According to Mills, the name of the village derives from Old English and was first recorded as Hwiccingtune in 974 and is mentioned in the Domesday Book in 1086 as Wicentone.  It means "the farmstead of the Hwicce tribe."[footnoteRef:46] Green notes that on the basis of the second form, ‘it is sometimes suggested that this is an ‑ingtūn name formed around an unrecorded personal name derived from the group-name Hwicce, as above; however, it has more recently been noted that the second form is from a late copy of a dubious charter and that this place-name and its other forms are more plausibly explained as reflecting an original *Hwiccenatūn, 'the village/settlement of the Hwicce'.’[footnoteRef:47] [46:  Ibid, s.v. “Whiston.”]  [47:  Green, “Rutland.”] 

Wichenford.  Wichenford is a village and civil parish (with Kenswick) in the Malvern Hills District in the county of Worcestershire, England. It lies 6 miles to the north-west of the city of Worcester. ... The form of the place name [Worcester] varied over history, with Early English and subsequent Norman French additions. At its settlement in the 7th century by the Angles of Mercia [and most likely the Wicken] it was Weogorna. After centuries of warfare against the Vikings and Danelaw it had become a centre for the Anglo-Saxon army or here known as Weogorna ceastre (Worcester Camp). ... The Weorgoran were probably a sub-tribe of the larger kingdom of the Hwicce, which occupied present-day Worcestershire, Gloucestershire and western Wiltshire. They would have entered the area some time after the 577 Battle of Dyrham (Deorham).  In 680, Worcester was chosen as their fort over the larger Gloucester, and the royal court at Winchcombe as the episcopal see of a new bishopric, suggesting there was already an established and powerful Christian community when the site fell into English hands.

In summary, these three migratory routes describe the arrival of the Wicken at the western frontier of the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain, one leading to Mercia and the other two to territory in the Western Midlands that came under the control of the Hwicce.  The place-name evidence indicates that the Wicken settled at both the eastern and western borders of this territory, including one location that is only 6 miles from the town of Worcester, which became an administrative center for the church.  Ms. Hooke believes that the place names Whichford and Wichenford are derived from the name of the Hwicce.  However, other authors such as J. E. B. Gover, et. al., do not associate names like Whichford with the Hwicce because early spellings of the name with a <Wh> are outweighed by earlier ones without the <h>).[footnoteRef:48]   Early attestations of Wichenford in Worcestershire included Wiceneford in the eleventh century,[footnoteRef:49] and Whichford in southern Warwickshire was first recorded in Domesday Book as Wicford 1086, with other variants listed as  [48:  Gover, J. E. B., A. Mawer and F. M. Stenton, with F. T. S. Houghton, The Place- Names of Warwickshire, EPNS 13 (Cambridge, 1936), 301. ]  [49:  A. Mawer and F. M. Stenton, with F. T. S. Houghton, The Place- Names of Worcestershire, EPNS 3 (Cambridge, 1927), 179.] 

‘Wikeford 1179 P Wicheford(a) c. 1130 BM, 1202 P, 1204 C1R, 1279 Ipm, 1316 FA, Wich- 1221 Bracton, Wyc(c)he- 1253 Ch et freq to 1549 Pat, Wichefort 1247 SR Wucheford 1235 Fees Whichford 1263 Pap, Whiccesford 1305 Pat, Whucheford 1327 SR, Whiccheford 1332 ib. Whecheford 1327 FF Whitford 1675.’[footnoteRef:50]  [50:  Gover, Warwickshire, 301.] 

So, although there are six listings after 1250 that begin with <Wh>, all seven of the earlier attestations begin with <W>, providing evidence that these names were derived from Wicken, with later variants perhaps influenced by Hwicce.  This in turn suggests that these places were settled when the Wicken first arrived and before the territory became a Kingdom.
An interim territory among the Middle Angles – Because the Wicken had established three (or more) settlements fairly near each other in East Anglia in the 5th century and appear to have migrated from each settlement by a different route over a century later, these three migrations and their corresponding routes and settlements have been considered separately, This approach provides clarity as to which subgroup migrated by which route, it provides an explanation for the origin of places whose names appear related to the Hwicce but which are located in the midlands north and east of the Hwiccian territory, and it builds on previous conjectures regarding the various routes by which Angles arrived in the Western Midlands. However, given the common origin and close relationship between these three kinship groups, it is also important to consider the possible relationship between these routes. 
A careful examination of the configuration of the settlements established by the Wicken on their way to the Western Midlands strongly suggests that their migration was precisely planned and carefully coordinated so that each group of Wicken set up camp and developed an interim habitation that was closely aligned with the others.  This would allow the three groups to communicate with and support each other during their migration if necessary, without intruding into the territory surrounding each settlement where the resident group would hunt, gather, and beg, barter or demand food and other goods from neighboring inhabitants. By beginning at around the same time, by marching almost exactly the same distance, and by heading in approximately the same direction from each of their three original settlements in East Anglia, the Wicken groups relocated within a one- or two-day walk from each other, thereby ensuring that they had safe, secure settlements in which to recover and regroup. The coordination of these migrations is demonstrated by the precision with which they located their first set of settlements. The map in Figure 9 shows that the three interim settlements, Witchley, Whiston and Wicken, were 51, 54, and 56 miles, respectively, from their starting points in Witchford, Wicken, and Wicken Bonhunt.  Walking at about three miles an hour for about 6 hours each day would get each group to their destination in about 3 days, allowing time to pack up each morning, unpack each afternoon and to set up for a meal and shelter each evening. With children and elders, it might have taken each group four or five days to walk that distance. In any case, they must have coordinated their movements, because these interim settlements were perfectly aligned, north to south, and located so that those in Witchley were 36 miles (a 12-hour walk) from Whiston, which was 18 miles (a 6-hour walk) from Wicken.  Of course, as suggested by the white ovals in Figure 9, the interim territory included all three settlements, per se, as well as the surrounding territory necessary for support and sustenance.  
[bookmark: _Hlk62226140]Figure 9. Wicken Settlements from East Anglia to the West Midlands
[image: ]
Attribution: [Attribution deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.]
Taken together, these interim, contiguous settlements served, in effect, as a staging area from which they could draw upon the resources of the surrounding area to resupply, while they reconnoitered and planned for a final push westward.  They may have sought out local knowledge of the territory to the west, but it is not unlikely that they sent a small group ahead to scout out the new territory and assess the political situation into which they were headed.  To ensure a successful migration, they would need to map out the best paths of penetration, targets of settlement, and channels of communication, as well as to work out a plan for the steps and the process by which to develop the territory. Although local Romano-British leaders had been defeated in 577 by the West Saxons, it is significant, as Kessler  points out, Bede did not mention taking control of Worchester as part of that victory, so the Wicken may have anticipated that the reaction to their arrival on the part of the resident population in the Western Midlands would not always be welcoming. Therefore, it was an important part of their plan that they first establish a support base amidst the presumably friendlier Middle Angles from which to launch their incursion across the western frontier. 
Moreover, this first movement from East Anglia would also serve as trial run for the major, longer, multi-pronged migration to follow and, more importantly, for the settlement process itself.  Since their migration to East Anglia had taken place over 100 years earlier, the process of settling into a new territory after a migration would involve many activities new to the current generation of Wicken, such as selecting sites, constructing shelters, arranging for security, seeking out and cultivating sources of food and supplies, and establishing initial, hopefully benign relations with neighboring tribes.  Since they would have been vulnerable at this point to any efforts to block their advancement and repel their intrusion, the settlement process must needs be carried out efficiently and effectively. So, the opportunity to prepare for a final migration by carrying out a trial run in which they could practice the process, learn from experience, identify problems, and correct any mistakes would have been crucial to their success.
While the Wicken and the Iclingas appear to have crossed from the Continent to Britain by different routes and may have served on either side of East Anglia as federates for the British, after the first revolt the Wicken must have interacted often with the Iclingas, since they settled close to each other for several generations before both groups migrated through Middle Anglia to the Western Midlands.  In fact, as shown in Figure 10, the Wicken settlements of Wicken Bonhunt, Wicken, and Witchford were each in close proximity to four of the known Iclingas settlements in East Anglia:
Ickleton - One location of the Iclingas, Ickleton, was only 8 miles from Wicken Bonhunt to the south and to the north, 24 miles from Wicken and 26 miles from Witchford. 
Icklingham - Another Iclingas home, Icklingham, was 23 miles to the east of Witchford. Ixworth - A third, Ixworth, was 27 miles east of Wicken.
Ickleford - A fourth, Ickleford, was 23 miles west of Wicken Bonhunt.  The likelihood of interaction between the two tribes is suggested by the intersection of their settlements. 
[bookmark: _Hlk62226188]Figure 10. Wicken and Iclingas settlements among the East Angles
[image: ]
Attribution: TharkunColl at English Wikipedia
[Additional attribution deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.].

[bookmark: _GoBack]By the time of the second revolt and as the Wicken settled in and around Witchley, their name had evolved from Wicing to Wicingas, as suggested by Ekwall.[footnoteRef:51] Since the Iclingas were a royal family of the Angles, it is quite possible that having affiliated with the tribe back on the Continent, the Wicingas gave allegiance to, as well as provided loyal support for, the ceremonial leadership of the Iclingas either there or certainly while living amongst them in East Anglia.  The Wicingas may also have planned and coordinated their subsequent migration to the Western Midlands not only among themselves but also with the Iclingas, as their interim settlements were not far apart. There are few place names with which to track the migration of the Iclingas, perhaps because Icel had died after settling his tribe in the East Midlands, two generations had passed, several families were competing for power, and they may have been moving quickly once Creoda established leadership of the tribe and they decided to migrate to the Western Midlands.  Nevertheless, it is worth mentioning that, as indicated in Figure 11,  the Wicingas in Wicken Bonhunt could have conferred with the Iclingas in Ickleford, which is on their way west to Wicken (Milton Keynes), while the Iclingas would then have passed right by the Wicingas in Whiston on their way northwest to establish centers in Tamworth and Repton in Mercia, both of which are only a dozen miles or so from the Wicingas in Wychnor. [51:  Concise Oxford Dictionary, 515–516.] 

Figure 11. Possible Contact of the Iclingas with the Wicingas
[image: ]
Attribution: [Attribution deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.]

If so, it is not inconceivable that the Wicingas and Iclingas provided mutual support for each other’s migration – if not planned and coordinated together their march to Middle Anglia and from there on to the Western Midlands. Moreover, they may also have developed common goals for establishing Anglian control of the territory once they arrived. In any case, the westward migration of the Wicingas should be viewed not as the disparate movement of distinct groups of Wicingas resulting in a collection of diverse settlements scattered across the Midland, but rather as a coordinated march with the initial goal of establishing contiguous settlements within territory of the Middle Angles.  These settlements may have been envisioned by the Wicingas as a base of support from which they could launch a sustained drive to cross the frontier and settle the territory. If the ultimate goal of the Wicingas, working together with the Iclingas, was to establish control over the Western Midlands, their success is surely demonstrated by the dual kingdoms of Mercia and Hwicce. 
There is no way of knowing how long the Wicken occupied these settlements, but if they left East Anglia sometime in 577 after hearing about the Saxon victory at Deorham and then moved on from this area to arrive in the Western Midlands sometime before 583, they would have had just two decades to modify their name to Hwicce, unite the territory into a province, gain a regional reputation as effective leaders, and develop a relationship with local clerics and neighboring tribes such that Augustine of Canterbury would look to the Hwicce as intermediaries to help arrange and facilitate meetings with leaders of the British/Celtic Church. This timeline would have given them around five years to establish and occupy these settlements in the territory of the Middle Angles.  The subsequent history of the Wicken in the Western Midlands will be described in another paper.[footnoteRef:52]       [52:  [Citation deleted to maintain the integrity of the review process.]] 

Conclusion
While place name evidence is not determinative and alternative explanations can be found for some of what has been proposed in this paper, the weight of the place-name evidence examined here suggests that the Wicken were a clan of Angles who, during the Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Britain migrated from the Continent and settled several territories across Southern England as they migrated from Kent to East Anglia and then to the Western Midlands.  There are several aspects of the research reported here that represent useful contributions to the literature on the Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Britain.  These include (1) several technical innovations, (2) new findings about this stage of the Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Britain, and (3) a different model for identifying tribal clans and subgroups by tracking their migration on the Continent and then mapping it across the island of Britain.  
1. Technical Innovations - First, it should be noted that while place-name tracing has definite limitations, it can be used, as demonstrated here, to supplement other historical and archaeological evidence by helping track the movements and settlements of clans and kinship groups that make up or are otherwise affiliated with larger, better known tribes.  Since various members of the larger tribes, such as the Angles, ended up taking different routes to settle in different locations across Britain, these differences can only be explained by following the clans and smaller groups of which the tribes were composed.  These smaller groups can be identified by identifying the kinship groups whose names are memorialized in small settlements (such as dens, hamlets, and villages) and working backward to see where these groups might have come from.  In addition to micro-level and retrospective tracing, migration mapping and contact tracing through the use of computer applications developed by Google and others can be used to trace the migration routes as well as settlement patterns and resulting proximities of tribal groups like the Wicken, utilizing assumptions such as linearity and the current names of places whose toponomy and etymology can then be verified. 
2. Historical Findings - By identifying a sequence of place names that were potentially derived from the name of the Wicken, a clan of Angles, and by aligning this sequence with historical information regarding the documented movements of the tribe of Angles, new knowledge about this previously unknown clan and about the settlements of the Angle tribe has been obtained.  This paper presents evidence that when Vortigern invited members of the Germanic tribes to Britain and assigned them to guard against an anticipated  invasion by the Picts, some of the Wicken traveled north from Kent through the territory of the South and East Saxons to be stationed in several strategic positions at the border of what became East Anglia.  Then, in the latter half of the sixth century when the Angles once again began to expand across Southern England, the Wicken left this established territory and moved westward in three coordinated groups through the border area controlled by the Middle Angles.  There they established a new territory to serve as a staging area as they recovered from the migration and prepared to migrate and to settle at specific locations within the Western Midlands.   
3) Migration Models - There are other examples of a clan of Angles that has been traced across Southern England into the Western Midlands. The Faerpingas and the Wixna are both mentioned in the Tribal Hidage, and the Iclingas were reportedly instrumental in the formation of Mercia.  In this paper Anglo-Saxon settlements in East Anglia and Middle Anglia are linked to the migration across Britain of the Wicken, a clan that originated on the Continent.  The role of this clan in establishing the Kingdom of Hwicce will be studied and reported in another paper. However, given the dispersion of Germanic tribes across Britain during the Anglo-Saxon settlement, it would be useful to have more research using this migration model. While the demographics of the Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Britain are necessarily complex, this model might help to reduce uncertainty regarding the identity and origins of the Mercian and the Hwiccian peoples as well as of other tribal groups that were instrumental in founding the various kingdoms of Medieval Britain.
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