2

Place-name tracing the Wicken:
How an unknown Anglian clan established the Kingdom of Hwicce

THOMAS WICKENDEN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

The Wicken were an ancient clan of Angles with a long history of migration.  This paper analyzes place-name evidence to describe the arrival in the Western Midlands of three groups of Wicken from East Anglia. Research methods include micro-level tracing, retrospective tracing, route tracing and contact tracing, as well as analysis of phonology and orthography. Findings include the coordinated occupation of strategic locations within the Western Midlands from an interim territory in Middle Anglia, the modification of the clan name from Wicing to Hwicce in response to an homonymic clash, and the settlement of the Hwiccian territory by defining borders and occupying key sites, aligning with military and religious authorities, and establishing relations with neighboring tribes as leaders. This new migration-based settlement model tracks the previously unknown Anglian clan from their arrival in the Western Midlands until they establish the Kingdom of Hwicce.

[bookmark: _Hlk52876350]The advantages and limitations of place-names when used as evidence for tracing the origin and migration of Anglo-Saxon tribes and clans have been described before.[footnoteRef:1] However, using the new techniques of micro-level tracing, retrospective tracing, migration route and contact tracing, this paper describes the settlement of the Kingdom of Hwicce by the Wicken, a previously unknown clan of Angles.[footnoteRef:2] The name Wicken and the root prefix Wick- were most likely derived from the Proto-Indo-European root word *weik-, as an onomastic application of the Old English word wicing, which has a companion word wising, or wîzing, in Old Frisian.[footnoteRef:3]  As noted by Richard Coates, ‘the Anglo-Saxons had an ancient word of their own which came to mean “pirate, marauder”; they may even have been accurately so called themselves when they left the coasts of Jutland and Angeln in the fifth century heading for Britain.’[footnoteRef:4] So, the clan was most likely an early group of wicing, a small, ethnically heterogeneous group from Scandinavia who acquired their name from this word as they affiliated with the Angle tribe in Germany before migrating north to Angeln and then over to Britain in the middle of the fifth century, long before the Viking incursions of the British Isles beginning in 793, more than three centuries later.  [1:  For example, Peter Hunter Blair, Anglo-Saxon England:  An Introduction (Cambridge University Press, 1977), pp.18-24.]  [2:  The origin of the Wicken and their migrations on the Continent are described in an earlier paper by the author, Thomas Wickenden, ‘Place-name Tracing the Wicken: Origin of an Anglian Clan on the Continent’ (unpub. paper under review by Nomina, 2020).]  [3:  According to the Online Etymology Dictionary compiled by Douglas Harper (2001-2020), the Old English word wicing and Old Frisian wizing ‘probably derive from wic ‘village, camp’ (large temporary camps were a feature of the Viking raids), related to Latin vicus ‘village, habitation’ (from PIE root *weik- (1) ‘clan’)’.]  [4:  R. Coates, ‘New Light from Old Wicks: The Progeny of Latin vicus’. Nomina, 22 (1999), 75-116, at 80.
] 

The word wicing is related to Old English wic ‘village, camp’, a loan word from Latin vicus ‘settlement, village’, and also to wych ‘elm tree’.  These relationships were later to cause confusion between the homophones.  Through a disambiguation process described in detail below, the clan name was modified from <Wicing> to <Hwicce>.  After the Norman invasion of 1066, the <Hw> in Old English was changed back to <W> through the so-called ‘whine-to-wine merger’, and the digraph <ck> was introduced for use in words ending with the /k/ sound after short vowels. So Hwicce became Wick. Coates notes that based upon the original root, the current form <Wicken> developed from a pair of Middle English analogical plural -forms, strong -es and weak -en, before the spread of northern -(e)s plural forms which accelerated during the thirteenth century. ‘They therefore fossilized at this time, i.e. they were no longer thought of or treated as semantically plural, and Wicken remains where it has become established.’[footnoteRef:5] Since most of the place names that derive from the clan have survived to date from Middle English as Wicken, either in a simplex or complex form, the clan will be referred to here as such, up to the point when they entered the Western Midlands as Wicing (or in an Old English plural form such as Wicingas) and their name was modified to Hwicce.   [5:  Ibid. p.102. 	] 

Although the Angles established various kingdoms across Britain and historic documents mention the names of multiple Anglian clans, there is little information about the origin and migration of different clans to the specific areas in which they settled, especially in the Western Midlands. The same could be said of the Saxons and other Germanic clans who settled in southern Britain.  The purpose of this paper is to help address that issue by describing the settlement of the Wicken in the Western Midlands of Britain during the last half of the sixth century.  After crossing from the Netherlands to Britain, the Wicken located in a cluster of sites across the Wantsum Channel and established a den on the Isle of Thanet. Serving as mercenaries for the British, they helped to establish a line of defense running from Canterbury up past Cambridge and into East Anglia. From those settlements, decades later, the Wicken established an interim territory among the Middle Angles, from which they migrated into Mercia and territory to the southwest which became known as the Kingdom of Hwicce.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Information from previous papers by the author, T. Wickenden, ‘Place-name Tracing the Wicken: Arrival and Settlement on the Isle of Thanet’ (unpub. paper under review by Names, 2000); T. Wickenden, ‘Place-name tracing the Wicken: From the Isle of Thanet to the Weald of Kent’ (unpub. paper under review by Names, 2000); and T. Wickenden, ‘Place-name tracing the Wicken: From Kent to East Anglia and then to the Middle Anglia’ (unpub. paper, under review by The English Historical Review, 2021).] 

 Literature on the Anglo-Saxon settlement of the Western Midlands is extensive and contains multiple conjectures regarding the identity, origin and ethnicity of the Hwicce.  In addition, numerous issues have been identified to explain why so little is known about the origin of this tribe. This paper provides a radically different theory based upon a strikingly original approach – analysis of the arrival routes and founding roles of a new tribal group whose existence was not known to previous scholars. The first part will summarize the relevant history, describe the myriad conjectures, and analyze place-name evidence of the arrival of several groups of Wicken after migrating from East Anglia.  It will then articulate the cultural processes through which the clan of Wicken became the tribe of Hwicce. The second part of the paper will discuss the settlement and assimilation process through which the Hwicce, along with native Romano-Britons, West Saxons, and Angles from Middle Anglia and Mercia, defined and controlled the territory which became the Kingdom of Hwicce. The conclusion will summarize this new model of Anglo-Saxon settlement and describe the paper’s contributions to the literature, including several new techniques and historical findings.


I.	HOW THE WICKEN BECAME THE HWICCE

History of the Kingdom of Hwicce

Della Hook writes that ‘the period in which the Hwiccan kingdom was established ‘remains one of the least understood in British history.’[footnoteRef:7]  Considering historical, archeological, linguistic and ecclesiastical evidence, she agrees with other historians that the Kingdom of Hwicce was of mixed origin, intermingling British as well as Anglian and Saxon influence.  Nevertheless, she concludes that ‘whatever the British contribution in the formation of the Hwiccan kingdom may have been, the dominant element in the leadership was inevitably Anglo-Saxon.’[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  D. Hooke, The Anglo-Saxon Landscape: The Kingdom of the Hwicce (Manchester University Press,
   2009), p. 3.]  [8:  Ibid. p. 21.] 

Peter Kessler recounts that 
the Hwicce (or Hwicca) emerged from obscurity, probably from within territory controlled by the West Seaxe, to form their own kingdom. The British  kingdoms based on Caer Gloui (Gloucester), Caer Ceri (Cirencester) and most of Caer Baddan (Bath) were overrun in a large-scale Saxon attack in 577 and their last kings killed in battle. The people who formed the Hwicce took the opportunity to move into this territory and settle, with communities centred on Gloucestershire and Worcestershire that were apparently independent of the West Seaxe.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  P. Kessler, ‘Hwicce’, The History Files (2019).] 


The death of these kings created a power vacuum, a demilitarized zone into which Angles from the east and the West Saxons from the south could move and establish a measure of control, not so much by direct domination but perhaps indirectly by providing protection to the Romano-British population and exacting tribute in return.  Significantly, while Gloucester, 
Cirencester and most of Bath are overrun, there is no mention in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle entry for 577 of Worcester, which suggests both that the Britons may still have remained in and around the city and that the West Saxons may not have extended their aspirations and their influence that far north. 
Figure 1.  Kingdom of Hwicce: 577–780
[image: ]
Attribution: TharkunColl at English Wikipedia
The image has been modified by Thomas Wickenden.

The exact boundaries of the kingdom remain uncertain, although most historians agree that as outlined in Fig. 1, it is likely they coincided with those of the old Diocese of Worcester, founded in 679–680, the early bishops of which bore the title Episcopus Hwicciorum.[footnoteRef:10] On the map in Fig. 2, Hooke uses evidence based on the location of coins to shows that this area is coterminous with that once occupied by the British tribe called Dobunni by the Romans.  This map shows the area around Worcester, where most of these relevant place names are located, and down past Gloucester to Bath in the South. [10:  Hook, Landscape, p. 56.] 

Figure 2.  Dobunnic coinage and Hwiccan place names
[image: ]
Attribution:  Hooke (Figure 1)

Hooke believes these names are all derived from the Hwicce.  However, other authors such as J. E. B. Gover, et. al, do not associate names like Whichford in southern Warwickshire with the Hwicce because early spellings of the name with a <Wh> are outweighed by earlier ones without the <h>).[footnoteRef:11]   Since the Old English spelling of words like Hwicce was typically modified to begin with <Wh-> in Middle English, while Wicing or Wicingas began with <W->, the prevalence of early spellings with <W-> but without the <h> of this and several other names of places where the Wicken first settled provides evidence that these place names were derived from Wicing rather than from Hwicce.  However, this minor distinction also underscores the similarity and historical relationship between these two toponyms.  These places include all four of the border settlements of the Wicken, including Wichenford in Worcestershire (Wiceneford in the eleventh century),[footnoteRef:12] Wyckbold in Worcestershire (Uuicbold in 692 and Wicelbold in the Domesday Book) and Whichford in Warwickshire (first recorded in Domesday Book as Wikford and in 1130 as Wicheforda).[footnoteRef:13] Even Wickwar in Gloucestershire (Wichen in the Domesday Book) is part of this group. [footnoteRef:14]  [11:  J. E. B. Gover, et. al., The Place-Names of Warwickshire EPNS 13 (Cambridge, 1936), p. 301.]  [12:  W. H. Duignan, Worcestershire Place Names (Oxford, 1905), p. 178. ]  [13:  Gover, et. al., Warwickshire, p. 301.]  [14:  W. S. C. Baddeley, Place-names of Gloucestershire: A Handbook. (United Kingdom, 1923); Smith, A.H., The Place-Names of Gloucestershire IV (Cambridge, 1965), p. 42.] 

Smith feels that the distribution of places associated in one way or another with the Hwicce gives a picture of a compact and not insignificant territorial unit, and geographically at least, suggests that the Hwicce could have been ‘an Anglian folk who had migrated from Middle Anglia into the Avon valley, from which they spread northward into Worcestershire and southward into the Cotswolds of Gloucestershire.’[footnoteRef:15]   However, they may have entered this territory through a more southern route as some believe, through a direct route to Worcester as Smith suggests above, through a more northern route as he mentions in a footnote or, as Bassett suggests, through all three.[footnoteRef:16] Smith deals with two questions regarding this view of their origin, a mixture of Anglian and Saxon artifactual evidence and the presence in Worcestershire of certain place names of West Saxon origin.  His conclusion, in summary, is as follows: [15:  A. H. Smith, ‘The Hwicce’, Franciplegius: Medieval and Linguistic Studies in honor of F. P. Magoun, ed. J. B. Bessinger, Jr. and R. P. Creed (New York, 1965), p. 61.]  [16:  S. Bassett, ‘Church and diocese in the West Midlands: the transition from British to Anglo-Saxon control’, in J.    Blair & R. Sharpe eds., Pastoral Care Before the Parish (Leicester,1992).] 

Although in the time of Penda the population of the territory of the Hwicce could have included some Saxon settlers from the short-lived Saxon occupation of Gloucestershire and must have included Celtic people who survived the West Saxon conquest, the linguistic evidence of place names, the possible name links of the rulers of the Hwicce with the Northumbrian royal dynasty, the appearance of the folk name or personal names derived from it in other midland place names, the emergence in historical times of the Hwicce as a large and territorially coherent though dependent folk, and the parallels of other Anglian folks moving into the region – all these make it likely that the Hwicce were essentially of Anglian origin;  it may well be that at the dawn of their recorded history, when their own rulers had become subject underkings, the adventurer Penda found in them the power to create a great Mercian kingdom out of a large number of minor Anglian peoples.  It is in the Midlands rather than the south that the origins of the Hwicce should be sought.’[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Smith, ‘Hwicce’, pp. 61-62.] 


Thus, there is substantial agreement among historians such as those cited above that (1) there was involvement of multiple tribes in settling the area, including Angles who exerted a major influence over the others; (2) new immigrants began to arrive sometime after the defeat of the British leaders in 577, although many Romano-British and some West Saxons probably remained in the area; (3) there were places in the area whose names derive from the Wicken but which were later associated by some scholars with the Hwicce, (4) most of the other places that are used to define the territory have names that were derived from the Hwicce; and (5) the Hwicce ended up controlling a kingdom centered around Worcestershire and Gloucestershire.  However, despite the attention that has been paid to the history of this territory, there is little understanding of exactly who the Hwicce were, what their relationship was with the Mercians, what routes the Angles utilized to enter the territory, and how the Hwicce came to define and control the kingdom.

Previous conjectures about the Hwicce
Historians have long been uncertain about the origin and identity of the Hwicce.  The existence of a people known as the Hwicce is amply documented by references in Latin and Old English texts dating from, or purporting to date from, before the year 1000.  Many of these texts along with specific Latin and Old English references to the tribe are listed by Coates in his wonderfully detailed article: ‘The name of the Hwicce:  A Discussion.’[footnoteRef:18]  However, as he remarks, ‘the name of this well-known people of the south-west Midlands in the Anglo-Saxon period has received no uncontroversial or widely accepted explanation.’[footnoteRef:19]  Uncertainty regarding the identity of the Hwicce and the etymology of the name has elicited numerous conjectures over the years and continues to perplex the best scholars. These conjectures include the following:  [18:  Richard Coates, ‘The name of the Hwicce: A discussion. ASE 42 (2013), 51-61]  [19:  Coates, ‘Hwicce’, p. 51. ] 

Etymology – There are nine conjectures that concern the etymology of Hwicce (the Cowards, the Wych Elm Clan, the Weavers, the People of the Arc, the People of the Cauldron, the People of a man by that name, the Educated People, the Guests, the Most Excellent Ones).[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Coates, ‘Hwicce,’ p. 55; The Key to English Place Names published online by the Institute of Place Name Studies at the University of Nottingham, listings for names such as Wichenford, Whichford, Witchford, and Witchley.  Also see Alfred Wickenden, ‘The Wicken Tree’, (unpub. manuscript, 1939) in the Wickenden History section of the website at www.thomas-r-wickenden-families.com; Coates, ’Hwicce’, p. 55; P. Sims-Williams, Religion and Literature in Western England, p. 30, and Coates, ‘Hwicce’, p. 55 and August Hunt, ‘A New Etymology for the Hwicce’, posted to Shadows in the Mist: The Quest for an Historical King Arthur (June 2, 2018); S. J. Yeates, The Tribe of Witches: the Religion of the Dobunni and Hwicce (Oxford, 2008), and Coates, ‘Hwicce’, p. 55; S. J. Yeates, The Tribe of Witches: the Religion of the Dobunni and Hwicce (Oxford, 2008), and Coates, ‘Hwicce’, p. 55; H. Smith, ‘The Hwicce’, in Medieval and Linguistic Studies in Honour of F. P. Magoun (1965), 55-65; E. Ekwall, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names, 2nd ed. (Oxford, The Clarendon Press, 1940); Edward Dawson, ‘Anglo-Saxon Britain: Who were the Hwicce?’ The History Files (November 2018); Kessler, ‘Hwicce’, (2019); Coates, ‘Hwicce’, p. 61.] 

Ethnicity - Four conjectures concern the ethnicity of the Hwicce (an uninterpreted Gaulish name, an ethnically British name, an early Anglo-Saxon name, and the name of a polity).[footnoteRef:21]  [21:  Ibid., p. 61; D. J. Tyler, ‘Early Mercia and the Britons’, Britons in Anglo- Saxon England, Manchester Centre for AS Stud. publication 7, ed. N. J. Higham (Woodbridge, 2007), 91–101, at 93; Kessler, ‘Hwicce’, (2019); C. Dyer, Lords and Peasants in a Changing Society: the Estates of the Bishopric of Worcester, 680–1540 (Cambridge, 1980), p. 7; Coates, ‘Hwicce’, p. 57.] 

Origin - Seven conjectures concern the origin of the name (an original conquest by Saxons, by Anglians, by a mixed group of Angles and Saxons, by a branch of the Bernician royal family, a mobile group of invited Germanic troops ‘foederati’, an unknown mixture of peoples and by a royal Brittonic dynasty).[footnoteRef:22] [22:  The first six origin theories are described, with relevant attributions, in M. Wilson, ‘The Hwicce’, Transactions of the Worcestershire Archaeological Society (third series) 2 (1968-9), pp. 21-25; Coates, ‘Hwicce’, pp. 56-57.] 

Reasons – Seven conjectures have been offered for why the origin of the Hwicce has been so difficult to identify (lack of an origin legend, coalescence of disparate groups, assumed kinship with other Anglians, steady influx of Anglo-Saxons, late appearance of Hwiccian kings, paucity of archeological evidence and destruction of evidence by the Vikings).[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Sims-Williams, P. (1990). The kingdoms of the Hwicce and the Magonsætan. In Religion and Literature in Western England, 600–800, Cambridge Studies in Anglo-Saxon England (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990), pp. 16-53; Steven Bassett, ‘Church and diocese in the West Midlands: the transition from British to Anglo-Saxon control’, in J. Blair & R. Sharpe eds., Pastoral Care Before the Parish (Leicester, 1992); Kessler, ‘Hwicce’; M. Wilson, ‘The Hwicce’, Trans. of the Worcestershire Archaeol. Soc. 3rd ser. 2 (1968–9); Roger Collins, ‘Early Medieval Europe, 300-1000’, Macmillan History of Europe, (2010), p. 194.] 

 
A new theory about the Hwicce
The theory described in this paper offers a unique explanation of the etymology, ethnicity and origin of the Hwicce and also adds a new reason for why it has been so difficult to discover who the Hwicce were. This theory proposes that the Wicken were actually an Anglian kinship group or clan with an ancient history and a long trail of migration which can be traced through a succession of place names over many centuries, across two continents and over myriad lands – from Angeln to Kent, from Canterbury to East Anglia and from Middle Anglia to the Western Midlands – as illustrated in Fig. 3.[footnoteRef:24]   [24:  The previous migrations and settlements of the Wicken are described in the papers mentioned above: Wickenden, ‘Continent’, Wickenden, ‘Thanet’, Wickenden, ‘Weald’, and Wickenden, ‘East Anglia’.] 

Figure 3. Wicken Migration from the Continent
[image: ]Attribution: Thomas Wickenden using Google Maps
Place-name evidence indicates that the Wicken utilized several routes in a carefully coordinated migration from East Anglia and through Middle Anglia to settle in strategic locations across the Western Midlands. While the original name of the Wicken when they first arrived has been obscured by time, there is one place name that provides a clue. The tribal name from which, according to Ekwall, the place name Whissendene in Rutland could have been derived is Wicingas, the nominative/accusative plural form of the strong masculine a‑stem noun, Wicing.[footnoteRef:25]  This name would have been similar in form to the name Iclingas, the founding tribe of Mercia.  Since this tribal name was not Hwicce, the question is what tribal group was named Wicingas and where did they come from? Certainly, the Wicken (or Wicing) is a logical answer, and they probably came  to Whissendene from Witchford in East Anglia, the closest settlement of the Wicken to the east.  [25:  Ekwall, ; Robert J. S. Briggs, A reassessment of the occurrences of Old English -ingas and -ingahām in Surrey place-names, unpub. dissertation (University of Nottingham, 2016), p. 6.] 

Also, since the places in the territory where the Wicken first arrived had Wicken-related names but have subsequently been identified with the Kingdom of Hwicce, and since other places related to the Kingdom have names that clearly derive from the Hwicce, it is proposed that the root name Wic- was modified to become Hwicce- and, conversely, that the leadership of the Hwicce were members of the ancient Anglian clan whose name, when they first arrived in the area, was Wicingas.  
This new theory avoids all of the cultural, demographic, and political problems described above that have made it so difficult to identify the origin of the Hwicce.  Instead of having to discover in the Western Midlands the local origin of a new tribe or the resurgence of an old tribe, the theory proposed here is that an existing but previously unknown tribal group migrated to, settled across, and came to control the territory subsequently known as the Kingdom of Hwicce.  The arrival and activity of this ancient tribal group have been obscured for so long because the Anglian clan name Wic- was transformed into Hwicce- through a series of phonological and orthographic developments at the very same time that the clan began to amalgamate with other tribal groups and to control the territory which was then recognized as a province or  kingdom. Later, when the name of the Hwicce was transcribed and documented in Old English and Latin, this transformation made it appear that they were a new tribe that had suddenly emerged from among those already located in the area.

Other comparable Anglian clans

The theory described here is not unique in proposing that territory in the Western Midlands was settled by a kinship group of Angles who migrated into the area from the east.  This hypothesis is supported by several comparable historical examples.  Smith mentions that ‘two close parallels to the migration of Anglian folks into Worcestershire have often been noted in Phepson ... named from a group of the Faerpingas from Middle Anglia, and Whitsun brook ... from the Wixna of the fens (both folks named in the Tribal Hidage).’[footnoteRef:26] Another striking example is provided by the Mercian, who were formed by a clan of Anglians called the Iclingas.  The Iclingas went further westwards than any of the others and carved out a small kingdom for themselves which soon came to dominate its neighbors to the east. The clan name Iclinga survives in a number of derivative place names, but the founding king Icle reportedly died before the tribe left East Anglia, and the kingdom that was established in the Western Midlands was called Mercia, from the word for border. [26:  Smith, ‘Hwicce,’ p. 65, n. 19.  ] 

     So, if there is general agreement among historians that leadership of the multi-cultural Hwicce was provided by an Anglian group who entered the former territory of the Dobunnic from the Midlands, and if the Wicken were an Anglian group who entered the former territory of the Dobunnic from the Midlands, this begs the question:  Could the Wicken have entered the recorded history of the Western Midlands not as Wicingas but as Hwicce?  If so, what motivated the change in the name and by what linguistic process did the change occur? 

Motivation: the homophonic clash between /Wic-/ and /wic-/

Place-name evidence tracking the migration of the Wicken into the Western Midlands indicates that three groups of Wicken arrived after a carefully coordinated march from  Witchford, Wicken (Cambridgeshire) and Wicken Bonhunt in the territory of the East Angles and after establising a carefully alligned set of contiguous camps in Witchley, Whiston and Wicken (Milton Keynes) in the territory of the Middle Angles.  After marching to the new territory in the west, they settled in Wychnor to the north, Whichford at its eastern border and Wichenford to the west.[footnoteRef:27]  After contuining their affiliation with the Mercians, who also migrated from East Anglia and established a royal center situated close by Wychnor, the Wicken there may have migrated down to Wychbold, where they joined the other Wicken kinship groups in the territory south of Mercia. Wicken from Wychbold or Wichenford may also have traveled into the center of the territory to Wickhamford and down the salt road past Gloucester to settle in Wickwar.	 [27:  Wickenden, ‘East Anglia.’] 


Figure 4.  Wicken settlements on arrival in Western Midlands
[image: ]
Attribution: TharkunColl at English Wikipedia
The image has been modified by Thomas Wickenden.

As the Wicken arrived in these places and began to assume operational and ceremonial control over the region, they appear to have encountered a problem due to confusion between toponyms derived from the root name of the Anglian clan, Wic-, and those derived from a Latin loan word whose root was also wic-, probably derived from the Latin vicus. There are a great many places scattered across southern England whose names derive from wic-, in large part a remnant of the Roman occupation of Britain from 43 AD through 110 AD.  The ubiquity of this toponym is also due to the diversity of places to which it has been applied. This is evident from Ekwall’s well-known major study in which he identifies a dozen possible meanings of the word and from Coates’ reanalysis of these meanings which demonstrates the generality and flexibility of the underlying sense-definitions.[footnoteRef:28]  In addtion /wic/, when combined with /ham/ in the form /wickham/, was also applied by early Anglo-Saxons as an appellation indicating a location with evidence of a Roman-era villa and its post-Roman survival as a small settlement.  This widely accepted theory was first proposed by Gelling and supported by others, including Coates, who also reviews evidence in support of the view that w_c as the first element in a number of different compound words is an indicator to be taken seriously of old Roman connections.[footnoteRef:29] Finally, one of the most abundant and spectacular trees in England and northern Europe at the time was an elm called the Wych elm, and scholars trace the etymology of many small settlements which may have been located near one of these magnificent looking trees to this other definition of the Proto-Indio-European word *Weik.[footnoteRef:30] [28:  Eilert Ekwall, Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names (fourth ed.). (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1960,), p. 515–516;   Robert J S Briggs, A reassessment of the occurrences of Old English -ingas and -ingahām in Surrey place-names, unpub. dissertation (University of Nottingham, 2016), p. 6.]  [29:  Coates, ‘Wicks’, p. 109.]  [30:  Harper, Etymology.] 

 The problem faced by the Wicken was thus caused by the ubiquity of place names derived from wic, in both its simplex and complex forms, which created ambiguity regarding the sense and the source of their tribal name as well as the names of places where they had settled, since most of these toponyms were pronounced as homophones. In Old English, the pronunciation of both Wic- and wic- began with a vocalized /w/ or, as it was sometimes spelled, a <uu> as in the modern word vacuum; followed by a long /i/, sounding like the <ee>  in the modern word week; followed then by /c/. The word wic may initially have ended with only a slightly palatalized /c/ sounding like the [ck] in kick. However, it soon developed a variant, applied mostly to locations related to the salt trade, in which the final /c/ was fully palatalized and pronounced as the /ch/ in reach. Wic may also have been subject to variation in the pronunciation of the final /c/, but evidence is lacking since Standard Old English spelling used the same letter ⟨c⟩ for both /k/ and /tʃ/. If so, each of the two variants of Wic would have been homophonous with one or the other variant of wic. 
As the Wicken settled next to and interacted with native Britons, as well as with some resident Mercians and West Saxons, there would have been close contact between these people, their settlements, languages and cultures. A sense of the proliferation and propinquity of settlements with similar names derived from these different sources, can be obtained from a look at the place names that still survive, and the suggested etymology listed for each name in the major name indices. Only one entry notes the possibility of derivation from an unknown tribe, and none mention the Wicing.  These listings demonstrate both the absence of any memory of the clan, which is not surprising since they were virtually unknown when they first arrived and changed their name shortly thereafter, but also the strong influence of homonyms of Wic on the interpretation of these place names, which would have caused the homonymic clash:  
Wichenford, just outside of Worchester, would have been ten miles or less from settlements whose names derive from wic, including Upper Wick, Powick, Rushwick, and Knightwick. This is an example where a settlement of the Wicken might have been mistaken for a settlement named for the Wych-elm.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  The Key to English Place-names, ‘Wichenford’, The Institute for Name Studies, University of Nottingham (2020), provides etymologies based on all relevant name indices.] 

Wychbold, also in Worchestershire, was only seven miles from Droitwich and fifteen miles from Wixford, the former with a more palatized suffix than the latter. Because it was first attested as Uuicbold in 692, the importance of this site as a settlement of the Wicken might have been confused with a wic, ‘trading settlement.’ Because of its proximity to Droitwich, the prefix /Wych/ was later pronounced with a palatalized final consonant cluster.[footnoteRef:32] It may then have been thought of as a ‘-wich town,’ thought to derive from wīc, which Ekwall explains ‘originally denoted the buildings connected with a salt-pit or even the town that grew up around it. But a special meaning 'salt-works', found already in the DB, developed.’ [footnoteRef:33] [32:  Mills, A. D. A Dictionary of British Place-Names. Oxford University Press (2003).]  [33:  Eilert Ekwall, Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names (fourth ed.). (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1960,), p. 515–516] 

Whichford in Warwickwhire is fourteen miles from Wyck Rissington, fifteen miles from Temple Herdewyke, seventeen miles from Smethwick, and thirty miles from Bredon’s Hardewick and Elmstone Hardwicke. Although these settlement names all derive from wīc, Whichford appears to have been thought of in reference to the Wych-elm, rather than the Wicken.[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Key, ‘Whichford’.] 

Wickwar in Gloucestershire was 11 miles from Wick, 16 miles from Tadwick, 17 miles from Upper Swainswick, and 31 miles from Wick St. Lawrence. Although first attested to as Wichen, Wickwar might have been thought of not in relation to the Wicing but as referring to a wic, meaning ‘a dwelling; a building or collection of buildings for special purpose; a farm, a dairy farm; a trading or industrial settlement; or (in the plural) a hamlet, village.’[footnoteRef:35] [35:  Ibid., Wickwar] 

Wickhamford in Evesham is 7 miles from Lenchwick and 14 miles from Bredon’s Hardwick.  The settlement is attested in the Domesday Book as Wiquene, but even though the name is so similar to Wicing, scholars are uncertain of its origin, just as contemporary tribal groups in the territory might have been.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Ibid.’Wickhamford’.] 


The analysis above suggests that although some of the names derived from wic used it in a singular form as did some of the names derived from Wic, most were used as suffixes, whereas most of the names derived from Wic were used as prefixes. Nevertheless, the pronunciation of these names was often so similar as to cause inevitable confusion regarding both the source and the sense of place names derived from the Wicing. In the political process through which the Wicing were moving into the roles previously held by Romans or their laeti of receiving tribute or taxes, recruiting solders, building and maintaining infrastructure and providing ceremonial leadership, confusion over who was involved could easily have caused or contributed to conflict over who was in charge.  In addition to other salient strategies of distinction such as language and religion, the names of tribes and settlements would have been especially important, first for identifying those in control and then for unification of disparate elements behind their new leaders. This clash between homophones of /wic-/, one designating a few settlements of Angles from a newly arrived kinship group and the other designating multiple settlements of Romano-Britons from  previously established tribes, would certainly have resulted in confusion over the identity and status of the Wicing.[footnoteRef:37]  This confusion might have exacerbated any rivalry between tribal groups and definitely would have complicated the political process through which control was asserted and assumed by the incoming Anglian migrants.  Therefore, this confusion would have motivated the Wicing to clarify the distinction between the two words through a change in the pronunciation of their tribal name.  Of course, a change in spelling would have followed any relevant change in pronunciation.   [37:  A homophonic clash may result in a variety of changes, as noted by R. M. Hogg in his lecture on The Sound of Words: Some Phonological Influences on English Vocabulary (1983).
] 

The Wicken may have become aware of the problem back on the Continent where they could have encountered settlements with a name derived from wic as they crossed through territory south of the Rhine previously controlled by the Romans.  They certainly were faced with the problem when they established a cluster of settlements near in Kent, where changes in pronunciation resulted in names such as Wicheham, Wingham and Ickham.  As they moved onto Thanet, down into the Weald, up to East Anglia, and across to the Western Midlands, their settlements acquired names that reflect similar variations in spelling, and probably in pronunciation, including Wychdene, Wycherindenn, Winchenden, Wichenden, Winkhurst, Wingindene, Wych Cross, Wicken, Whichford ,Whiston, Wichenford, Witchford, Witchley, Wichnor, and Wychnor.  So, it is not surprising that under the increased cultural and political pressure involved in settling the Western Midlands, the name Wicing, or its variants such as Wicingas and Wichen, was subject to additional changes in pronunciation and spelling.
As Mills points out in his article on The Chronology and Language of English Place Names, ‘the dominant stratum in English place names (apart from those of Cornwall) is a result of the political domination by the Anglo-Saxons of the Celtic-speaking Britons and the gradual imposition of the Old English language on them’.[footnoteRef:38]  Therefore, as the leadership of the Wicken sought to establish political control over this part of the Western Midlands and as the warlords of Mercia sought to establish this southern territory as a political buffer between Mercia and the West Saxons, they both would certainly have sought to impose a distinctive tribal designation upon the territory so as to avoid any confusion between the Anglian leaders living in strategically located settlements from which they controlled the new territory and the multi-ethnic people living in numerous separate villages scattered throughout the area. Finally, the other Anglo, Saxon and Romano-Briton members of the newly defined multi-cultural, polyethnic tribe would also presumably have been less resistant to accepting a tribal name that was not exactly identical to that of the founding clan, much as the multi-ethnic population to their north acquired the name Mercia rather than that of the founding tribe of Iclingas. In other words, the heterogeneous population of the territory may have been willing to participate in constructing a tribal identity as Hwicce, a distinctive name related to, but different from, the name Wicing/Wicingas. [38:  A. D. Mills, The Chronology and Language of English Place Names Oxford University Press (2011), p.] 


The Process: transformation of Wic into Hwicce

Wic- and Wichen- were apparently used in Kent as the roots for over a dozen place names derived from settlements of the Wicken.  While neither the phonology nor the orthography of the names were standardized at the time, the earliest attestation of the place names which mark their migration across Southern Britain from East Anglia do suggest a similar pattern: 
1. Wica in OE, then Wykes in ME, and now Wicken Bonhunt in Essex
2. Wicha in OE, then Wiken in ME, and now Wicken in East Cambridgeshire
3. Wiceford in OE, and now Witchford, in Cambridgeshire
4. Wick in ME, then combined into a plural form, now Wicken in Cambridgeshire.
5. Wice in OE, now Whichford in Warwickshire
6. Wychenton and Hwiccingtune in OE, now Whiston in Northamptonshire. 
7. Wichen in OE, now Wichenford in Worchestershire
8. Wicheslea, Whicchele, and Wicheley in OE, now Witchley in Rutland
9. [bookmark: _GoBack]*Wicingas in OE and Wichingedene in ME, now as Whissendene in Rutland
10. Wiceslea Hund and Wicelea Wapent in OE, became Witchley Hundred in Rutland
11. Wicenore and Hwiccenofre in OE, now Wychnor in Staffordshire
12. Uuicbold  and Wicelbold in OE, now Wychbold in Worcester
13. Wichen in OE, now Wickwar in Glouchestershire 
These names suggest that the earliest attestations of place names across Southern Britain that were derived from the name of the clan of Wicken were comprised of the four phonetic elements:
a. They began with a /W/, with /Uu/, /Wh/ and /Hw/ as variants – probably voiced.  /Hw/ would not be voiced, but it is probably an exception due to backformation, as explained below. 
b. They included /i/ as the single vowel, with /y/ as a variant – probably long and pronounced as the /ee/ in week.
c. The vowel is followed by the consonant /c/, with /k/, /ch/, /tch/, /cc/ and /ck/, as variants – the first two were likely pronounced as [k] while the last four were probably palatalized as [tʃ], although Standard Old English spelling did not reflect this split, and used the same letter ⟨c⟩ for both /k/ and /tʃ/
d. They end in /e/, with /a/, /en/, /el/, /es/, and/or a suffix such as -bold, -dene, -ford, -ingas, -le, lea, ley, -nor, ofre, ton or tune as variants.

Transformations in pronouncing the name – In the primarily oral culture of the Anglo-Saxons, transformation of the name from Wic- to Hwicce- would have involved several closely related changes in the pronunciation of the name:
Shortening the i - From a psycholinguistic perspective, the most prominent aspect of a word that sounded like week is the long vowel /i/, which is very high on the sonority scale relative to the loudness of other sounds that make up the word.[footnoteRef:39]  So, the most likely focus of the process probably would be a change to shorten or clip the vowel, which would then sound like the /i/ in sit or wick rather than the /i/ in machine or marine.  For various reasons, this change was quite common, as the following analogues demonstrate: OE wīsdōm > wisdom; OE fīftiġ > fifty; OE wȳsċan > to wish; OE cȳþþ(u) > kith; OE fȳst > fist; OE ċīcen > chicken; and OE lȳtel > little.[footnoteRef:40]  [39:  Hogg, R. M. (1983) The Sound of Words: Some Phonological Influences on English Vocabulary ]  [40:  These analogues are listed in ‘Phonological history of Old English’ in Wikipedia (2020).] 

This change would in turn have led through assimilation, both anticipatory and preservative coarticulation, to two other somewhat less noticeable changes – (1) the devoicing of the /w/ and (2) the doubling (gemification) of the /c/. While these changes contribute to the differentiation between Wic and wic, they were most likely secondary, perhaps even unintentional, and therefore they provide evidence that the /i/ was in fact shortened. 
Devoicing the /w/ - Instead of a double u (uu), which would have sounded something like the /uu/ in ‘vacuum’ or ‘continuum’ (where you can hear the u’s because they engage the vocal chords as in the word ‘you,’ or ‘who’), the initial digraph /hw/ would sound like the consonant cluster /wh/  in ‘what’ (OE hwaet) or ‘whale’ (OE hwael) (where you do not hear the w’s because the digraph /hw/ is devoiced, and the vocal chords are only engaged to pronounce the following short vowel). Other analogues can be found as a result of the so-called ‘Wine-to-Whine Merger’ (also called the ‘Glide Cluster Reduction’), the phonological process by which /hw/, historically realized as a voiceless labio-velar approximant [ʍ], came to be spelled as <wh> and then pronounced the same as plain /w/, that is, as a voiced labio-velar approximant [w].  This process causes the distinction to be lost between the pronunciation of ⟨wh⟩ and that of ⟨w⟩. So, pairs of words that were once differentiated through an initial voiceless digraph like the /hw/ in Hwicce became homophones once again as the /hw/ was reduced to /w/.[footnoteRef:41] Examples include whine/wine, wet/whet, weather/whether, wail/whale, Wales/whales, and witch/which. [41:  Ibid.] 

Doubling the /c/ - A second change resulting from the shortening of the /i/ was that the /c/ was doubled (gemified) to /cc/, as is common after short vowels.  The effect would have been to slightly lengthen and palatalize the articulation of the consonant to sound like the /ck/ in cockle, lock, stick, thick and, of course, wick, all of which were first spelled with a <cc> in Old English.  This change would also reinforce the clipping of the vowel /i/ through pre-cluster shortening.  Historically, /tʃ/ developed from /k/ by palatalization. Although this palatalization occurred as a regular sound change, later vowel changes and borrowings meant that the occurrence of the palatal forms was no longer predictable, because although the palatals and the velars had become separate phonemes, both the velar /k/ and the palatal /tʃ/  were spelled as ⟨c⟩ in Old English manuscripts. The gemification makes for a definite palatalization of the first <c> together with a slight plosive on the second.  
Retaining or Adding a final /e/ - Although, as Coates notes, the spelling of the clan name depends upon the declension, and the form <Hwicce> appears only once in existing historic documents.[footnoteRef:42]  However, the prospect of the name of the clan being used to refer to the mixed group of Britons, Angles and Saxons residing in the area as a tribe and to the territory they occupied as a kingdom would have motivated the addition of a final /-e/ to the nominative and accusative plural cases of the name.   Analogues include the Dene ‘Danes’, Engle ‘Eglish’, Mierce ‘Mercians’, and Seaxe, ‘Saxons’.  While this addition does not result from shortening the /i/, like the other two changes, it would also have reinforced shortening of the preceding /i/, as in the Old English word wine ‘friend’ compared to the long /i/ in win ‘wine’. [42:  Coates, ‘Hwicce’, p.53.] 


Disambiguation of homophones – In summary, instead of pronouncing their name like the Old English word /wic/, with a voiced initial /w/, a long /i/ and a single velar consonant /c/, the Wicken began to change the pronunciation to /wick/ as follows: 
An initial, unvoiced /w/
A shortened /i/
A double, palatalized consonant /cc/ and 
A final /e/.

As a result of these changes, the pronunciation of the two words was differentiated. Because the pronunciation of wic remained the same, absent labialization of the final consonant it would have sounded like ‘who-week’, a combination of the two words ‘who’ and ‘week’, and the addition of a final /e/ it would have sounded like the addition of the expression of ‘eh’, resulting in ‘who-week-eh’. In contrast, pronunciation of Hwicce would have been transformed to sound like a combination of the two words ‘wick-eh’, a fairly subtle but clearly distinctive difference.
Transformations in spelling the name – When these related modifications in pronunciation were transcribed and documented in Old English and Latin texts by linguists such as Bede and other religious, royal and legal scholars, they would have resulted in corresponding modifications of the spelling of the clan name from ‘Wic-’ or ‘Wicingas’ to ‘Hwicce’.  There is no change in the use of the <i>, because there is no orthographic difference in Old English between long and short /i/. Therefore, the orthographic changes were as follows:
An initial <hw>- In Old English, the unvoiced /w/ is spelled <hw>.
A doubled <cc> - The doubling of the <c> follows lengthening and palatalization.
A final <e> - Addition of the short <e> follows the parallel change in pronunciation. 
Once the name Hwicce and its conjugate forms were transcribed in Old English and translated
into Latin, they were then replicated by subsequent scribes and historians. The subtle nature of this transformation along with the natural variation in the previously unstandardized spelling of names derived from the Wicken, explains why toponyms identified with the Hwicce resemble so closely the many Wicken names found on the Continent, across Kent, across Southern Britain and, in fact, across the Western Midlands.  It also explains some of the confusion among historians between place names derived from /Wicken/, which typically began with a <w>, and those identified with the Kingdom of Hwicce which began with <Hw> in Old English and then morphed into <wh> in Middle English.
Place names derived from the Hwicce – Although, as noted by Richard Coates, the written usage is consistent and the name is recorded almost always in the genitive plural as Huicciorum or Hwicciorum, nevertheless some early cases reflect the original spelling of the clan name.[footnoteRef:43]  For example, there are a couple of variants which omit the initial /H/ and begin with /W/: [43:   Coates, ‘Hwicce’, p. 53.] 

a. in monte Wiccisca 963/4 (early twelfth century) royal grant of privileges, Sawyer 731 (BCS 1135)
b. Wicciarum provinciarum (dux) 997 (twelfth century) royal restoration, in the witness list, Sawyer 891(KCD 698)7 in the list).

There is also at least one example where the name is abbreviated without any final vowel:
Breodun) in Huic’, in provincia Huicciorum 772 for 775 (eleventh century), royal lease, and 780 (eleventh century), royal grant, Sawyer 109, 116 (BCS 209, 236).
Despite these few variants, those places whose names clearly derive from the spelling of Hwicce in Old English or in Latin are most likely places that were settled or designated sometime after the Wicken first arrived in the Western Midlands and began using a different pronunciation of their name.  These would include:  
a. Huiccewudu, meaning "Wood of the Hwicce" and the source for the surviving toponym "Wychwood", and
b. Mons Hwicciorum, in Latin, meaning "Hill of the Hwicce" and a location referred to in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle

Backformation of the place name Hwicce – Once the tribal name was transcribed in official documents as Hwicce, nearly all the names of places settled by the Wicken were said by some scholars to have derived from the Hwicce.  These names include both Wichenford and Whichford.  However, the evidence appears weighted toward the Wicken.  According to Coates,
A. H. Smith suggested that two other West Midland place- names contain the name of the Hwicce: Wichenford in west- central Worcestershire (Wiceneford in the eleventh century; despite the lack of early spellings in <Hw->), and Whichford in southern Warwickshire (first recorded in Domesday Book, according to The Place- Names of Warwickshire (1927) ,  although those responsible for this volume do not associate it with the Hwicce, because early spellings in <Wh-> are outweighed by earlier ones without <h>. Neither of these etymologies can be regarded as secure.[footnoteRef:44] [44:  Ibid., p. 54.] 


There are also several places to the north and northeast of Hwiccian territory, including Witchley in Rutland, Wychnor in Staffordshire and Whiston in Northamptonshire , whose names have been attributed by some scholars to migrations of individual Hwiccan individuals or families away from their home sometime after it had been established.  However, while this is possible, the preponderance of the earlyattestations demonstrates no relationship of these names to the spelling <Hwicce>. The few examples that do exist appear in charters or documents written centuries after the Wicken left, and these were written by scribes who would have been familiar with the Hwicce but might never have heard before of the Wicken, and so they would be quite likely to ascribe the former tribal name to places settled by the latter:
Witchley appears in 1075 as Hwicces1ea in two Anglo-Saxon charters mentioned in the Northamptonshire Geld Roll.  However, of the sixteen attestations listed before 1801, all except one begin with <W-> (The one exception, Whicches1e, is mentioned in Forest Procedings in 1290. According to Cox (1971), the early attestation of the names of other places in the area such as Whissendene, (Wichingedene in 1086),Wiceslea (Wicesle, Wicelea, a wapentake also described in Domesday Book as a Hundred), Witchley Warren Farm just outside the hundred and Wichley Les all begin with <W->, only occasionally with <Wh-> and never with <Hw->. In addition, with respect to Whissendene, Ekwall (1940) suggests that the final element OE denu 'a valley' is compounded with OE *Wicingas, a tribal name derived from personal names in wic-, with the change of cs to ss as due to Anglo-Norman influence.  
Wychnor (Staffordshire) appears as Hwiccenofre, in the eleventh century but as Wicenore in the Domesday Book of 1086.  According to Horovitz (2003), with the exception of Whichenovre listed in 1291, the seven other references to this place prior to 1300 all begin with  <W->, strongly suggesting a derivation from Wicken rather than from Hwicce. 
Whiston (Northamptonshire) appears as Hwiccingtune in AD 974, but as Wicetone in the Domeday Book of 1086 (Mills, 2011).  Although the first is an earlier attestation, it is still three centuries after the Wicken may have decamped from the area. Moreover, the second reference does not transform the <Hw> to <Wh>, as is common in Middle English, suggesting that it may have been derived from Wic rather than from Hwicce.
   
[bookmark: _Hlk60660658]Because the weight of the evidence from early attestations supports the view that these place names were derived from the Wicken rather than from the Hwicce, it is likely that the spellings beginning with <Hw-> or even with <Wh-> are the result of backformation.  Once the new name Hwicce had been established, it was not only prospectively applied to new settlements in the area south of Mercia, but the same name was also retrospectively applied to a few places in the north and northeast whose names had originally been derived from the Wicken.  
Finally, although the name of the folk who formed the kingdom has a range of forms in Latin attesting the genitive (Hwicna, Hwicca) and dative plural (Hwiccium, Hwiccum), Coates notes that the only direct evidence for the name-form ‘Hwicce’, which is the general academic form of reference to the people, is the composition-form Huicce-.[footnoteRef:45]  This last point suggests that interest in the Hwicce was not so much in the people themselves as it was in the territory they had occupied and the Kingdom they controlled.  This might indicate, in turn, that the people were not previously known as a tribe but, along with the other ethnicities living in the region, became known as a tribe only through the designation as a kingdom of the area which they had settled.    [45:  Coates, ‘Hwicce’, p. .] 

Since the differences in spelling and written documentation of the name Hwicce emerged as a result of the contact between cultures and the political process to establish territorial control, these changes would have appeared shortly after the Wicken had migrated to and begun to settle in the Western Midlands.  It must have seemed to most historians as if Hwicce was the name of a brand new tribe which had emerged only recently from among the mixture of cultures in that place at that time – or else the name of an old tribe from nearby which had only recently re-emerged in that area.  Instead, the place-name evidence presented in this paper suggests that Hwicce was a new spelling of Wicing, the name for an ancient tribal clan which had originated on the Continent and migrated in large numbers across Britain to settle a kingdom in the Western Midlands.

II.	SETTLEMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF HWICCE

Despite the confusion caused by backformation of place names, a number of scholars have considered the possibility that the settlements outside of Hwiccan territory provide evidence that the Hwicce were a people who migrated to the Western Midlands from the north and east.  For example, Sims-Williams posits that the Hwicce may have been a well-established Anglo-Saxon group bearing 'a very old folk-name, perhaps going back to the pre-migration age.’ believes that ‘the distribution of places associated in one way or another with the Hwicce . [footnoteRef:46]  Smith suggests that the Hwicce could have been an Anglian folk who had migrated from Middle Anglia,’[footnoteRef:47] and Hooke writes that ‘such names could indicate migration routes, ... of early Anglo-Saxon settlers bearing such a name.’[footnoteRef:48] Ekwall even suggests that the name of the tribe was OE *Wicingas based on the place name Whissendene in Rutland, which includes a tribal name derived from personal names in wic-, with the change of c to ss as due to Anglo-Norman influence.[footnoteRef:49]  Finally, Green, speculates that  ‘although it is impossible to prove definitively, A. H. Smith and Barrie Cox's suggestion that the place names could reflect a situation whereby the Hwicce originally controlled a territory in this area prior to the establishment of their documented seventh - to eighth-century kingdom in the West Midlands would seem to be at least partially defensible’.[footnoteRef:50]   [46:  Sims-Williams, ‘Kingdoms,’ p. 29.]  [47:  Smith, ‘Hwicce’, p. 60.]  [48:  Hooke, Landscape, p. 14.]  [49:  Ekwall, Dictionary, p. .]  [50:  C. R. Green, ‘The Hwicce of Rutland? Some intriguing names from the East Midlands’, https://www.caitlingreen.org/.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk60906582]Building upon these conjectures, the theory proposed here begins with the Wicken, a folk who acquired the name Wicing in the pre-migration age, and it follows that Anglian clan as they migrate from a territory in East Anglia through Middle Anglia to the Western Midlands, making use of multiple routes and stopping midway to establish an interim territory, marked by a sequence of contiguous settlements with place names derived from the clan name, until they arrive at strategic locations within a new territory that was to become, after a subtle though significant modification in the pronunciation of their name, the Kingdom of Hwicce.  Thus, the existence of numerous place-names in Middle Anglia associated by backformation with the Hwicce is thought here to represent a deliberately situated preliminary enclave of several groups of Wicken on their migration to the southwest, rather than a subsequent exclave formed for an unknown reason by the northeastward movement of some of  the Hwicce. These interim settlements were, in effect, a staging area from which they could draw upon the resources of the area under their control to resupply, while they reconnoitered and planned for a final push westward.  One group settled in Wychnor to the north, another stopped at Whichford in the east, and a third went to and Wichenford in the west.[footnoteRef:51]  After contuining their affiliation with of the Mercians, who also migrated from East Anglia and settled a royal center situated close by, the Wicken in Wychnor may have migrated down to Wychbold, where they joined the other Wicken kinship groups in territory to the south of Mercia. Wicken from Wychbold or Wichenford may also have traveled across to Wickhamford in the center and down the salt road past Gloucester to settle in Wickwar, just north of Bath. [51:  Place-name evidence of the migration and settlement is analyzed below, beginning on page 20. ] 

Figure 5. Wicken Migration from East Anglia to the West Midlands
[image: ]
Attribution: Wickenden using Google Maps
Settlement in the Western Midlands – As the Wicken settled into their new territory in the Western Midlands and modified the pronunciation (which in turn changed the spelling) of their name, their identity as Hwicce and their elite status and authority as Angles were clarified. At that point, the tasks that confronted them were those required to create a culturally coherent and politically viable territory: (1) defining and monitoring borders, (2) occupying the territory, (3) affiliating with existing military powers, (4)  controlling  trade routes and economic resources, (5) aligning with indigenous religious leaders, and (6) assuming political and ceremonial leadership. Place names associated with the Hwicce provide some information about how the clan accomplished these tasks, and the thoroughness with which they were implemented suggests that the Hwicce had carefully developed and carried out a comprehensive plan for occupation of this new territory:
(1) Define and monitor borders – The Wicken began by establishing their first settlements on or near the eastern and western borders, as illustrated in Figure 4, above.  As they moved west, it was perhaps natural to stop and settle when they reached a ford across a major river in an area that was not previously occupied or whose occupants were few and hospitable.  However, these major rivers also served to demarcate a frontier at the edge of a tribal area or the border between two or more tribal areas.  Their original settlements appear to be strategically located with respect to the territory. These border settlements included the following:
Whichford - Whichford in Warwickshire, was located about 5 miles southeast of Shipston-on-Stour, just over the eastern border from the Middle Saxons between Warwickshire and Oxfordshire.  Coates (2012: 54) notes that ‘Whichford might plausibly be interpreted as an entry- point to Hwiccian territory,’ especially if the Anglian (i.e. Hwiccian) dialectal boundary ran a short distance inside modern Warwickshire.[footnoteRef:52]  [52:  Coates, ‘Hwicce’, p. 54.] 

Wichenford - Wichenford in Worcestershire was located about three miles from the traditional territorial boundary, the river Teme, and just 6 miles northwest of Worcester.  The bridge over the Severn in Worcester gave access from the Midlands to Herefordshire and the Welsh border to the west. 
Wickhamford - The places the Wicken settled by river fords may also have included Wickenhamford near the River Avon.  However, this does not appear near a border and may have been settled somewhat later.  By locating at the fords of major boundary-defining rivers like the Stour and the Severn, the Wicken could monitor the traffic over these borders as well as benefit from trade and other economic activity such as farming and fishing.  
Wychbold – The Wicken also located near the northern border of the territory at Wychbold in Worchestershire, a settlement with Iron Age roots, located two miles north of the important Romano-British town of Droitwich on a Roman-era saltroad.  This northern boundary was somewhat flexible, since Wicken had entered the territory from Wychnor in Staffordshire to the north and probably maintained a strong relationship with the Mercian leaders, who were thought to visit Wychbold from their royal center at Tamworth.  
Wychwood - The southern border may not have been monitored as closely by the Wicken so as not to irritate the West Saxons, many of whom probably stayed after their victory at the Battle of Dyrham in 577.  Nevertheless, some Wicken moved south, perhaps from Whichford, to the western edge of the wood that became known as Wychwood.
Wickwar - And there is Wickwar which is located in Gloucestershire, only 18 miles north of Bath, and mentioned in the Domesday Book as Wichen. Since Wickwar is located on the old Roman saltway trail from Droitwich, which is just seven miles south of Wychbold, it is likely that some of the Wicken traveled south from Wychbold to settle in Wickwar near the southern border of the territory.

(2) Occupy territory – As the Hwicce began to expanded their sphere of influence by establishing settlements, occupying land and making contacts throughout the territory, their reputation grew, as is indicated by the association of their name with several of the major natural landmarks in the territory.  These names, like the other places they settled, also helped to define the tribal territory:
Mons Hwicciorum - One of these was Mons Hwicciorum or the ‘Hill of the Hwicce’ referred to in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and believed by Sawyer to have been in Cutsdean, about three miles east of Winchcombe.  
Wychbury Hill - Another familiar topographical feature was Wychbury Hill, a location situated on the border with Worcestershire whose name is thought to derive from Hwicce
Wickhamford - Rivers and forests were also important landmarks. Wickhamford is a village and a civil parish in Worcestershire, England. It is mentioned in 1086 in the Domesday Book under the name of Wiquene  and, according to Smith (1965) long before that, in A.D. 709 as Wicwona.  He notes that the element ham has supplanted won or wane.  In A.D. 972 the name occurred as Wigwennan, and he suggests we assume that wone and wene represent an unidentified river-term. However, it is also located near another ford on a branch of the Avon, an important river in the middle of the territory.  
Wychwood - Famously, Wychwood, in Oxfordshire, is derived from a name Huiccewudu  meaning 'wood of a tribe called the Hwicce. Three villages take part of their name from
Wychwood Forest: Milton-under-Wychwood, Shipton-under-Wychwood and Ascott-under-Wychwood. These villages, commonly referred to as The Wychwoods, used to be part of the Royal Forest of Wychwood. However, the forest itself may not have been part of the Hwiccian territory.  Coates (2013: 2) feels that ‘it seems onomastically natural to interpret it as a local name for that part of the polity east of the Hwicce (a Thames Valley Saxon proto-Oxfordshire, and Dorchester diocese) which abutted the boundary of the Hwiccian lands, i.e. a name given from a westward-looking perspective.’[footnoteRef:53] Wychwood is located 12 miles south of Whichford, so some of the Wicken may have moved down from Whichford to settle on the western outskirts of the forest.  As with the mountains, hills, and river fords associated with the Hwicce, the name of the wood appears to have served as a territorial marker. [53:  Coates, ‘Hwicce’, p. 2.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk61363839]Figure 6. Hwiccian settlements after arrival in the Western Midlands
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(3) Affiliate with existing military powers – The Iclingas were a ruling family of Angles back on the Continent and after their migration to Britain.  The Wicken may have known of the Iclingas back in Angeln, but they would certainly have interacted with them, perhaps even pledging allegiance to the royal family, when their settlements were closely intertwined in East Anglia. They may even have coordinated with the Iclingas when planning their migration across territory of the Middle Angles and again when they launched their final migration to settle the Western Midlands.[footnoteRef:54]  Assuming that some Wicken settled in Wychnor before migrating south to Wychbold, they would have affiliated there with Creoda, the first ruling warlord of Mercia, who reigned from 584 – 593.  Creoda may have founded the Mercian royal fortress at Tamworth, which was only 12 miles south of Wychnor, three miles southwest of Whittington and two miles south of Wiggington, the latter two being also possible Wicken settlements.    [54:  Wickenden, ‘East Anglia’.] 

Moreover, the subsequent location of one group of Wicken at Wychnor in Mercia, so close to the royal center of the Iclingas in Tamworth, may have reflected the close ties between the two tribal groups.  This relationship would then explain a great deal of subsequent history, including the regular presence of Mercian overlords at the Hwiccian center in Wychbold, the military leadership provided on behalf of Hwicce by Mercian kings such as Penda, the delayed emergence of Hwiccian royalty, the proliferation of places in the Hwiccian territory named for Mercian kings such as Creoda, the ongoing status of Hwicce as a satellite province, and the eventual merger of Hwicce into Mercia.  This close tribal allegiance might also explain why both tribes absorbed their Romano-British neighbors as well as other Anglo-Saxons into a heterogeneous population, why neither tribe converted at first to the Catholicism brought over by Augustine of Canterbury, and why neither tribe created an identify based strictly upon their original tribal name.  
This analysis follows the thinking of Barbra Yorke, who notes that
a concentration in the West Midlands of place-names incorporating the names of early Mercian rulers may also support the idea that Mercian kings – and perhaps Penda in particular – played a major role in the creation of the Hwiccian kingdom. The circumstances in which the kingdom came into existence may have enabled the Mercian kings to keep an unusually firm control of the Hwiccian rulers who from the start had to acknowledge that they were subordinate to the main province.[footnoteRef:55] [55:  Yorke, Landscape, p. 67.] 


Even stronger evidence of the continuing close connection between the tribes is provided by the four or five names derived from Creoda, the first Mercian leader which designate places that appear to encircle the Hwiccian territory.  Even keeping in mind Brooks’ warning about direct associations between personal names and places, these locations suggest a route by which Creoda as an overlord might have traveled around and through the Hwiccian territory on an annual royal itinerary exacting tribute and imposing his rule. These names are:
Credenhill (Herefs. and Wilts. ),  twenty-eight miles to the west of Wichenford 
Curbridge (Oxon.), seven miles south of Wychwood
Curdworth (Warwicks.), eighteen miles south of Wychnor
Kersoe (Worcs. and known in 780AD as Criddesho), twenty-six miles west of Whichford and only eight miles west of Wickhamford.[footnoteRef:56] [56:  These place names have been compiled by Nicholas Brooks (2 August 2003). Anglo-Saxon Myths: State and Church, 400-1066: State and Church, 400-1066. Continuum International Publishing Group. pp. 67–68, p. 69.] 

 
The Mercian leaders were not only recognized royalty but also strong warlords whose military power may have been needed by the Hwicce to fend off incursions from the West Saxons and the Middle Angles.  According to Peter Kessler, one such instance occurred in 584 when the West Seaxe King Ceawlin and his war band forged north through the Hwicce territory on a raid into Mercia. During the raid, Ceawlin’s grandson Cutha was killed, and he returned in anger to his own territory, apparently giving up on the possibility of expanding the kingdom to the north. This perhaps left open the door for the Hwicce, with the help of Mercia, to take full control of the region,[footnoteRef:57] [57:  Kessler, ‘Hwicce’. ] 


Figure 7.  Hwiccian places named after Creoda
[image: ]
Attribution: TharkunColl at English Wikipedia
The image has been modified by Thomas Wickenden.

Kessler also notes that
For much of the pre-Viking period, there appears to have been a distinction between the kingdom that was ruled directly by the kings of Mercia and surrounding territories that had a separate identity but ultimately came under Mercian overlordship. Of these territories, several can be located in the West Midlands along the shifting border with the Britons of Wales, though none is well-defined, either in terms of origins and ethnic make-up, or in terms of surviving evidence. The best-defined of these Mercian 'satellites', which may at some early stage have bordered the Britons of Wales, is the kingdom of Hwicce.[footnoteRef:58] [58:  Ibid.] 


Barbara Yorke writes that archaeology finds suggest both Anglian and Saxon settlement in the region, and there seems to have been competition between Mercia and Wessex to control it in the early 7th century that was settled by Penda of Mercia's victory at the battle of Cirencester in 628. Utilizing his power in Mercia, Penda’s victory assisted the Hwicce in gaining administrative control over Cirencestor, which must have enabled them to stabilize their southern border and to coordinate administrative control throughout the polity by adding to their influence within the other major population centers, Worcester and Gloucester. [footnoteRef:59]  The territory of the Hwicce must have thrived under hese social and political arrangements, because in the Tribal Hidage, ascribed to the later seventy century, the kingdom, whose name is attested in corrupt forms as Hwinca, Hynica or Hwynca, appear to have realized an impressive growth to 7,000 hides (or households).  This is the same size as the East Saxons and the South Saxons, but much smaller, of course, than Mercia or the East Angles, both listed at 30,000 hides, or the West Saxons, at 100,000.  [59:  Yorke, Landscape, p. ] 

By the end of the 8th cent. the province was controlled by Mercian ealdormen and seems to have been closely associated with the family of Cenwulf, who became king of Mercia in 796.  In the corrupted foundation charter for the monastery at Bath which is dated to c.675, Osric is also styled as rex, but is said to have acted under the consent of Æthelred I of Mercia (675-704). Further charters of the eighth century demonstrate the persistence of Hwicce as a kingdom for most of the pre-Viking period, albeit subordinate to Mercia.  By the end of that century its rulers had lost their royal power and the former kingdom was administered as a Mercian aldormanry.[footnoteRef:60] [60:  Ibid., p. 59.] 

    (4)  Control trade routes and centers – Wychbold, located on the salt road only two miles from the salt stream, wells, brine pits and salt houses of Droitwich, was a logical location for controlling trade throughout the region in that most valuable of commodities, salt.  Since salt was essential for food (preserving and eating), clothing (tanning of animal skins) and shelter (again, preparation of skins for covering huts), it was natural that as aspiring political leaders, the Wicken would seek to control trade in salt by settling in such a location. Together with a settlement in Wickwar also on the salt road just north of Bath, the Wicken would have controlled the trade in salt from Droitwich both to the north and to the south. 
The second element in the name Wychbold indicates its importance as a royal vill or palace. The first element may derive from Wick, in which case the name would mean ‘palace of the Wick.’  It might also derive from wic or wich, meaning ‘palace near a trading post.’  However the derivation from Wicken is more likely, since most locations that refer to an emporium or a settlement with extensive artisanal activity and trade in salt include that reference as a suffix and are known as ‘-wich towns’, such as Droitwich,  Middlewich, Nantwich, Northwich, Leftwich, Norwich and Ipswich. If named for its role as a salt emporium, this settlement would likely have been called Boldwich instead of Wychbold.
Much of the economic activity in the region was probably managed by the tribal leadership in Wychbold, who may have exercised control by traveling around the region, as suggested by the map in Figure 6, above  However, food rents may have been extracted from surrounding farms by the Wicken in each major settlement and some trade would also have emanated from within and between the population centers of Worchester, Gloucester, and Cirencestor.  It is likely that the Wicken gradually took over administrative control of this commercial activity as they moved in from the nearby settlements such as Wichenford (6 miles from Worchester), Wickfordham (24 miles from Gloucester) and Wychwood (25 miles from Cirencester). 
 (5) Align with existing religious leaders – As Kessler points out, there may have been a well-established, and powerful, British Christian community living in the area around Worcester during its transition into Hwiccian control. ‘Evidence is provided in 680 when Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury, created the see of Worcester within the territory of the Hwicce. The fact that Worcester is chosen as the see for the new diocese (covering land in modern Worcestershire, Gloucestershire and Warwickshire) is extremely significant since otherwise either Gloucester (for its size) and Winchcombe (as the future Hwiccian royal family seat) would have been more suitable’.[footnoteRef:61] By settling in Wichenford, just 6 miles to the north-west of the city of Worcester, the Wicken were able to align with the existing religious leadership.   Because of their proximity to this religious center and their willingness to work with the British tribes in general, they may have adopted the British version of Christianity, since conversion by Augustine of Canterbury is not mentioned by Bede. Unlike Anglian royalty in other parts of Britain, the Hwiccian leadership and their Mercian overlords did not see conversion to Catholicism as a path to power nor were they known, like Penda of Mercia, for maintaining allegiance to Anglo-Saxon paganism.   It seems the Hwicce must have gained influence over the territory by aligning with the ecclesiastical leaders in Worcester.  In fact, at its settlement in the 7th century the city was called Weogorna after the Weorgoran who, according to Kessler, probably became a sub-tribe of the larger kingdom of the Hwicce.  It is not surprising, then, that at the turn of the century, as reported by Bede, Augustine of Canterbury would seek the assistance of the Hwicce in meeting with religious leaders of the Britons on the border between their territory and that of the West Saxons.[footnoteRef:62]  This conjecture is also supported by Steven Bassett’ finding that British Christianity and its ecclesiastical organization, ministering at first toa British population, was anglicized into the Hwiccian diocese of Worcester, established some 80 years later.[footnoteRef:63]   [61:  Kessler, ‘Hwicce’.]  [62:  Ibid.]  [63:  Steven Bassett, ‘Church and Diocese in the West Midlands: the Transition from British to Anglo-Saxon Control’, Pastoral Care before the Parish, ed. J. Blair and R. Sharpe (Leicester, 1992), pp. 13-40] 

Wychwood - In 603 AD the first of several meetings took place between the Roman Church, represented by St. Augustine of Canterbury, and the British/Celtic Church, the descendant of the former British Church of the Roman period.  This synod was arranged by Æthelbert of the Cantware using the Hwicce as intermediaries.  Kessler believes that by this time the Hwicce were probably a ruling elite, although this is not mentioned, and no records survive of the names of any rulers from this period. The meeting occurred at a place which Bede names as "St Augustine's Oak", on the border between the Hwicce territory and that of the West Seaxe (located somewhere on the eastern slopes of the Cotswolds, perhaps near Wychwood, 'Hwiccas' wood', in Oxfordshire).[footnoteRef:64]   [64:  Kessler, ‘Hwicce’.	] 

Abberley - A second meeting was quickly arranged, although perhaps not in the same year. This took place at Abberley, seven miles north of Wichenford in Worcestershire, probably close to the border between the Hwicce and Pengwern, on the western side of the Severn River. It is attended by seven bishops of the Celtic Church, along with many learned monks, mainly from Bangor-is-Coed (in Pengwern).[footnoteRef:65]  [65:  Ibid. ] 


A clear indication of Worcester's religious importance at this time, and the size of the rural parish its clerics serve, is the appearance by 721 of two further churches nestling within the northern bound of the defended area. As the church and its increasingly extensive rural estates prospered, the lay community benefited, so the role of the church in stimulating and supporting commercial activity at this time cannot be overstated[footnoteRef:66]. Finally, as Hooke points out, ‘with the new county divisions forming the basis of most secular organization after the Norman Conquest, it was perhaps the church, through its diocesan organization and through its writings, which was to perpetuate the identity of the Hwiccian territory into the medieval period.’[footnoteRef:67]  [66:  Ibid.]  [67:  Hooke, p. 2.] 

(6) Assuming political and diplomatic leadership -  Kessler writes that following the West Seaxe defeat of Caer Gloui, Caer Baddan and Caer Ceri in 577, Saxon settlers move into the territory around Gloucester and Bath. Angles migrate into the northern areas of the territory from the East Midlands, and together they become known as the Hwicce. As they settled in the territory, the Hwicce interacted with the other British and Anglo-Saxon groups and they may
[bookmark: _Hlk61364029]Figure 8. Hwiccian meetings with clerics of neighboring tribes
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have gradually assumed some of the administrative authority that had been exercised earlier by the Romans, such as receiving tribute, recruiting solders, constructing and maintaining roads and bridges and coordinating the administration of other territorial programs.   Some of the tribes which through negotiation and assimilation became part of the Hwicce include the following: 
Weorgeron - The Hwicce who settled near Worchester in Wichenford would have interacted with the Weorgeron, who founded the settlement that become known as Weorgoranceastre, and later as Worchester. 
Feppingas and Husmera - The Hwicce who settled in Wychbold would certainly have interacted with another group of settlers whom Bede called the Feppingas, living in a tiny hamlet called Phepson just seven miles away, and with the Husmera, located at at-Sture-in-Usmer, 10 miles northwest of Wychbold.
Wixan - Twenty miles to the south and twenty-nine miles from Whichford, the Wixan left their name in the form of the Whitsun Brook.
Stoppingas - In Woottan Wawen, twenty-three miles northwest of Whichford, were located yet another group, the Stoppingas.[footnoteRef:68] [68:  Kessler, ‘Hwicce’.] 

 
The relationship between the Hwicce and these other tribes was most likely one of integration followed by mutual acculturation and then assimilation through voluntary alliance, rather than absorption by military subjugation since, as Kessler notes, there is nothing to show that the Hwicce formed a single polity at this time.  Instead, he suggests that it is more likely that various colonies are established in which the different local tribes become linked by means of trade and then by political alliances.[footnoteRef:69]  Although place-name evidence suggests that the migration of the Wicken was precisely planned and carefully coordinated, probably working with and under the overlordship of the Icklingas, the three groups of Wicken would have migrated from different kinship communities in East Anglia, followed different routes to the Western Midlands, settled in different locations in Middle Anglia, and aligned with different tribal groups in the area south of Mercia.   [69:  Ibid.] 

The different communities they first settled in the Western Midlands must each have developed a separate social powerbase, including (1) the religious community around Worcester with its ties to the Christian Bishoric and the Wreosensaete to the West, (2) the political community around Wychbold with its ties to the warlords of Mercia to the north, (3) the eastern borderland community of Whichford, with its ties to the Middle Angles of the East and the Saxons of the South, and (4) perhaps even the southern community around Wickwar, with its ties to Gloucester and to the West Saxons around Bath. It would be expected that while each kinship group had a common history as Wicken and each network of inhabitants were identified as Hwicce, the overall territory would remain a noncentralized set of communities, each with its own local leadership rather than with a single ruling family or administrative overlord.  
Interestingly, Dumville finds that ‘in its charters, the kingdom of the Hwicce is classically represented as having up to three kings at any one time. It is not known whether each had responsibility for a particular area or constituency within the kingdom or whether the kings ruled as a committee concerned with the whole.’[footnoteRef:70]  Certainly, the former organization would have been quite possible. Eventually, a tribal identity seems to have evolved through ethnogenesis and out of this tribal society a royal family did emerge, centered around Wynchcombe, 30 miles south of Wychbold, with ties by tradition to the Mercians and by marriage to the South Saxons.[footnoteRef:71] However, the Kingdom of Hwicce soon joined Mercia, which was absorbed later into Wessex, through which it eventually became part of the Kingdom of England. [70:  David Dumville, ‘Origins of the Kingdom of the English,’ in R. Naismith and D. Woodman, eds., Writing, Kingship and Power in Anglo-Saxon England (Cambridge, 2017).]  [71:  Kessler, ‘Hwicce’.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk61364115]Figure 9. Tribes surrounding the Hwicce
[image: ]
Attribution: TharkunColl at English Wikipedia
The image has been modified by Thomas Wickenden.

Kessler believes it is likely that no single group among the Hwicce had gained dominance enough to forge a single kingdom until one was created by Mercia. It certainly seems unlikely that anyone would have been able to claim an inherent right to rule over such a disparate mixed group of Angles and Saxons. Even the first known king, Eanfrith, appears to have been the head of a noble house that had joint Saxon-British heritage. Certainly, the separate groups of Wicken may have controlled separate areas, as they did in East and Middle Anglia, without the need to unify under one royal line. Moreover, the cemeteries and settlements of the sixth century indicate that the society within which the Anglo-Saxon identity developed was not rigidly stratified and that high-ranking individuals were integrated within the community, in death as well as in life. According to Kessler, the Hwicce relinquished independent control of their lands to Mercia during the reign of Coenwulf at the start of the nineth century. Hwiccian identity gradually faded out of use as they became a part of the larger kingdoms and finally part of England as a whole.[footnoteRef:72]  [72:  Ibid.] 

In summary, it appears that after a century of settlement in eastern Britain, the Wicken migrated to the Western Midlands in substantial, extended kinship groups across multiple routes from an established territory in East Anglia and by way of an intermediate base of support in Middle Anglia.  Their settlements south of Mercia appear to be strategically situated to facilitate definition and occupation of the territory, alignment with military and religious leaders, and control of trade routes and population centers.  Through apparently peaceful interaction with existing inhabitants and a long-standing affiliation with the Iclingas, these efforts enabled them to achieve political and ceremonial leadership of this territory while still under the overlordship of Mercia.  Place-name evidence of the Wicken appears to suggest an interactive acculturation process that was effective in leading from initial integration of the Wicken with other tribal groups to gradual assimilation of the existing diverse population into a polyethnic polity that identified with and was named for its Hwiccian leaders.  It is also clear that the Kingdom of Hwicce was envisioned from the start as part of an Anglian region controlled by a royal family situated in Mercia who exercised personal influence by undertaking routine circuits through Hwiccian territory.   

	Conclusion	

While place name evidence is not determinative and alternative explanations can be found for some of what has been proposed in this paper, the weight of the place-name evidence examined here suggests that the Wicken were a clan of Angles who, during the Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Britain, had migrated from the Continent and across Southern England from Kent to the Western Midlands, where they settled in an area and established control over a territory that became known as the Kingdom of Hwicce.  There are several aspects of the research reported here that represent useful contributions to the literature on the Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Britain.  These include (1) several technical innovations, (2) additional findings about this phase and portion of the Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Britain, and (3) a new model for studying the identity and role of tribal clans and kinship groups in establishing the kingdoms of Medieval Britain.
1. Technical innovations - It should be noted that while place-name tracing has definite limitations, it can be used, as demonstrated here, to supplement other historical and archaeological evidence by helping track the movements, settlements and contacts between, clans and kinship groups that make up or are otherwise affiliated with larger, better known tribes.  Since various members of the larger tribes, such as the Angles, ended up taking different routes to settle in different locations across Britain, these differences can only be explained by following the clans and smaller groups of which the tribes were composed.  These smaller groups can be identified by working backward from the names of small settlements (such as dens, hamlets, and villages) in Britain to cognate names on the Continent.  In addition to micro-level and retrospective tracing, migration route mapping and contact tracing are also made possible through the use of computer applications such as developed by Google to trace the movements and analyze the motives of tribal groups like the Wicken, based upon assumptions of linearity and propinquity and utilizing the current names of places whose toponomy and history are then verified.   The mapping of migration routes and settlement patterns is also helpful in understanding the process through which territorial developments and tribal affiliations are transformed into political polities, royal families, and cultural identities.
2. Historical findings - By identifying a sequence of place names that appear to be derived from the name of the Wicken, and by aligning this sequence with historical information about the movements and settlements of the Angles, new knowledge regarding both the tribe and this previously unknown clan has been obtained.  This paper presents evidence that in the latter half of the sixth century, after the Wicken planned and managed a carefully coordinated migration westward from a settled territory in East Anglia and a temporary staging area in Middle Anglia to arrive at strategic locations in the Western Midlands, they adjusted the pronunciation of their name in response to a homonymic clash, spread out to affiliate with an ethnically heterogeneous population and, with the assistance of a royal Anglian family, took calculated steps to established cultural, religious, military and economic control over a territory which was referred to by Bede and others as the Kingdom of Hwicce.
3) Migration models - There are other examples of Anglian clans that have been traced across Southern England into the Western Midlands. However, in this paper Anglo-Saxon settlements in the Western Midlands are linked to the mapped migration routes across Britain of a clan that originated on the Continent well before the Adventus Saxonum.  Given the dispersion of Germanic tribes across Britain during the Anglo-Saxon settlement, it would be useful to have more research based upon this kind of migration model. While the demographics of the Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Britain are necessarily complex, this model might help to reduce uncertainty regarding the identity and origins of tribes such as the Hwicce as well as to better understand the multiple migration patterns and interactive acculturation processes through which these diverse tribal groups established the kingdoms of Medieval Britain.[footnoteRef:73] [73:  I would like to acknowledge the assistance of Professor Robert Bjork, Professor Richard Coates, Professor David Crystal, and Professor Caitlin Green, who answered many of my questions.  Responsibility for any errors, however, is mine alone.] 
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