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INTRODUCTION

For over a century, scholars in multiple disciplines have searched for an answer to the question: Who were the Hwicce?   Many conjectures have been proposed regarding the origin, ethnicity, etymology, and identity of the tribe that established the Kingdom of Hwicce in the Western Midlands of Britain at the end of the sixth century.  So far, evidence for hunting the Hwicce has been insufficient, and none of the conjectures have met with widespread acceptance.  
The theory proposed here and the search for evidence to support this theory begins with three clues, each of which suggests a conjecture about the Hwicce and where they came from.  These clues involve the reverse transcription of a place name in Rutland, the location of a lost den in the Weald of Kent, and the migration of a German miner to the American Southwest.   By following these clues, a plethora of place names is revealed.  The migration of the Hwicce is tracked, their settlements are mapped, and these findings are utilized to construct a theory – an evidence-based, data-driven narrative that provides answers to many of the questions that are raised during the search.
While the faults and limitations of this book are mine alone, I would like to acknowledge the inspiration provided by family members including Ruth Able Wickenden, Ken Watson, Dr. Arthur Goldschmidt, Jr., and Stephen Gold.  I obtained important information from a number of experts in Old English, Onomastics, and Anglo-Saxon history who responded to my emails and answered my questions.  They include Professor David Crystal, Dr. Robert E. Bjork, Professor Richard Coates, and Dr. Caitlin R. Green.  I am also grateful to my wife, Beth Wickenden, for her continuing patience and ongoing support, without which I would not have been able to complete this book.



PART ONE
THE MYSTERY OF THE HWICCE

Historians know very little about the post-Roman period of medieval British history. For example, Guy Halsall has summarized the recent view that available sources are so unreliable as to provide “no idea what happened in British history between 410 and 597.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Guy Halsall, Worlds of Arthur: Facts & Fictions of the Dark Ages (Oxford University Press, 2013), p.216.] 

Della Hooke has written that the period in which the Hwiccan kingdom was established “remains one of the least understood in British history.”[footnoteRef:2] The purpose of this book is to shed some light on these dark ages by searching for the Hwicce, a tribe whose origin and identity have been completely lost for over a century and a half. [2:  Della Hooke, The Anglo-Saxon Landscape: The Kingdom of the Hwicce (Manchester University Press, 2009), p. 3.
] 

     This tribal group was once known well in the places where they settled, for many of these places still carry names that recall the name of the group. But that name was soon forgotten, no longer recognized, and what is more important, no longer remembered for the migration they undertook, the territory they controlled, and the kingdom they established in medieval Britain. The group was known by various names before they became the Hwicce, and the group was of varying size and composition before it was included in the Tribal Hidage.  It may have begun as a small, heterogeneous group that crossed the Baltic Sea from Scandinavia, and it may have ended as a large, multi-cultural, poly-ethnic tribe in the Western Midlands of Britain, but from the time they affiliated with the Angles in central Germany, they were most-likely a homogeneous kinship group. In addition to changes in location, name, size and demographics, the many other reasons why the Hwicce have been lost for so long are described in this first part of the book.
The hunt for the Hwicce also begins in this part.  It begins by following clues provided by three place names.  The first two are places in England: a small settlement in Rutland whose name was modified after the Norman Invasion, and a lost homestead in Kent whose name gave rise to generations of descendants now living all over the world.  The third is a town in Arizona named for a miner who migrated to America from Germany.  To answer the research questions raised by these clues, it is necessary to begin with Wicken, the original name of the Hwicce as it has survived over time, and to trace the sequence of names left by the Wicken as they moved from place to place, first on the Continent and then across Britain. 
To trace the place names left by the Wicken, we will utilize several obvious but surprisingly underutilized technical developments. Perhaps most obvious is “Retrospective Tracing,” the process of working backward, in this case from the Western Midlands to East Anglia and from Britain to the Continent, in a search for evidence of peoples who are believed to have migrated from those locations. Since the names involved are those of tiny places – dens, hamlets, and villages at most – it seems that unlike tracing the names of large tribal groups such as the Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Frisians, etc., this unit of analysis is at a level that deserves the name “Micro-level Tracing.” 
Using the mapping tools of computer software such as Google Maps to draw the route by which a people moved from settlement to settlement should, of course, be called “Migration Mapping.” When such movements suggest that one people would end up in close proximity to another people or to locations that are important for other reasons, the identification and study of such interactions and intersections might be called “Contact Tracing.” It is fortunate that by using these technical tools, and using them in combination with each other, a surprising amount of new place-name evidence has been discovered that supplements, correlates with, and therefore helps to corroborate the history of the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain.
Part One of this book will describe what little is known about the Hwicce as well as the myriad prior attempts to solve the mystery of their identity.  The three clues mentioned here will be studied closely and the new analytical techniques just named will be described in some detail. This first part will conclude by using linguistic analysis to reveal the most probable origin of the Hwicce. By tracking the subsequent settlements and migrations of this tribal group in Part Two and by explaining how the Wicken became the Hwicce and established a kingdom in Part Three, a solution to the mystery of the Hwicce will be revealed.



Chapter 1. What Little is Known

In the latter half of the sixth century, the Hwicce (or Hwicca) emerged from obscurity to form their own kingdom. According to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle entry for 577, the British  kingdoms based on Caer Gloui (Gloucester), Caer Ceri (Cirencester) and most of Caer Baddan (Bath) were overrun in a large-scale Saxon attack in 577, and their kings were killed in battle. Historian Peter Kessler notes that ‘the people who formed the Hwicce took the opportunity to move into this territory and settle, with communities centred on Gloucestershire and Worcestershire that were apparently independent of the West Seaxe.’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Peter Kessler, et. al., “Hwicce,”, The History Files, https://www.historyfiles.co.uk/KingListsBritain/EnglandHwicce.htm.] 

Considering documentary, archeological, linguistic, and ecclesiastical evidence, Della Hooke agrees with other historians that the Kingdom of Hwicce was of mixed origin, intermingling British as well as Anglian and Saxon influence.  Nevertheless, she concludes that ‘whatever the British contribution in the formation of the Hwiccan kingdom may have been, the dominant element in the leadership was inevitably Anglo-Saxon.’[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Hooke, Landscape, 21.] 

The death of the British kings created a power vacuum, a demilitarized zone into which Angles from the east and the West Saxons from the south could move and establish a measure of control, not so much by direct domination but indirectly by providing protection to the Romano-British population and exacting tribute in return.  Kessler notes that while Gloucester, Cirencester and most of Bath were overrun, there is no mention in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle of Worcester, which suggests both that the Britons may still have remained in and around the city and that the West Saxons may not have extended their aspirations and influence that far north. 
Figure 1. Map of the Kingdom of Hwicce
[image: ]
Source: TharkunColl at English Wikipedia,
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/,
The exact boundaries of the kingdom remain uncertain, although most historians agree that as outlined in Figure 1, it is likely they coincided with those of the old Diocese of Worcester, founded in 679–680, the early bishops of which bore the title Episcopus Hwicciorum.[footnoteRef:5] On the map in Figure 2, Hooke uses evidence based on the location of coins to shows that this area is coterminous with that once occupied by the British tribe called Dobunni by the Romans.  This map shows the area around Worcester, where most of the relevant place names are located and down past Gloucester to Bath in the South. But what do these place names tell us about the tribe that established the Kingdom of Hwicce? [5:  Ibid, 56] 

Figure 2. Hooke’s map of Hwiccian places and coins
[image: ]
Source: D. Hooke, 2009
Hooke believes that all these names are derived from the Hwicce.  However, other authors such as J. E. B. Gover, et. al, do not associate names like Whichford in southern Warwickshire with the Hwicce because early spellings of the name with a <Wh> are outweighed by earlier ones without the <h>).[footnoteRef:6]  Since words like Hwicce that began with <Hw-> in Old English were often modified to begin with <Wh> in Middle English, the prevalence of early spellings with <W-> but without the <h> of this and several other place names suggests that these toponyms may not have derived from the Hwicce.  However, this minor difference also underscores the similarity and possible relationship between the names.  These places include all of the settlements near the borders of the Kingdom, including Wichenford in Worcestershire (Wiceneford in the eleventh century),[footnoteRef:7] Wyckbold, father north but also in Worcestershire (Uuicbold in 692 and Wicelbold in the Domesday Book) and Whichford in Warwickshire (first recorded in Domesday Book as Wikford and in 1130 as Wicheforda).[footnoteRef:8] Even Wickwar in Gloucestershire (Wichen in the Domesday Book) is part of this group.[footnoteRef:9] Could the Kingdom of Hwicce have been established by some tribe other than the Hwicce or by a tribe whose name was not yet Hwicce, that is, a tribe whose name was not at first spelled <Hwicce>? [6:  J. E. B. Gover, et. al. The Place-Names of Warwickshire EPNS 13 (London: Cambridge University Press, 1936), 301.]  [7:  W. H. Duignan, Worcestershire Place Names (London, Frowde, 1905), 178. ]  [8:  Gover, et. al., Warwickshire, 301.]  [9:  W. S. C. Baddeley, Place-names of Gloucestershire: A Handbook. (London: United Kingdom, 1923). A. H. Smith, The Place-Names of Gloucestershire IV (London: Cambridge University Press, 1965), 42.] 

If the Kingdom of Hwicce was founded by some other tribe or by a tribe with some other name, then knowing where they came from might indicate something about who they were.  Smith feels that the distribution of places associated in one way or another with the Hwicce gives a picture of a compact and not insignificant territorial unit, and geographically at least, suggests that the Hwicce could have been “an Anglian folk who had migrated from Middle Anglia into the Avon valley, from which they spread northward into Worcestershire and southward into the Cotswolds of Gloucestershire.”[footnoteRef:10]   However, they may have entered this territory through a more southern route as some believe, through a direct route to Worcester as Smith suggests above, through a more northern route as he mentions in a footnote or, as Bassett suggests, through all three.[footnoteRef:11] If the tribe that founded the Kingdom was not the Hwicce, then who were they and where did they come from? [10:  A. H. Smith, ‘The Hwicce’, Franciplegius: Medieval and Linguistic Studies in honor of F. P. Magoun, ed. J. B. Bessinger, Jr. and R. P. Creed (New York: NYU University, 1965), 61.]  [11:  S. Bassett, ‘Church and diocese in the West Midlands: the transition from British to Anglo-Saxon control’, in J. Blair & R. Sharpe eds., Pastoral Care Before the Parish (Leicester: Leicester University Press,1992).] 

The nearby Kingdoms of Lindsey and Mercia offer two different models that might help to answer this question, provided that relevant evidence exists.  For example, according to Dr. Caitlin Green, Lindsay appears to have been a British (Celtic) polity following the withdrawal of the Romans in the early 5th century. At some point in the mid-late fifth century the peripheral parts of this British ‘country of *Lindēs’ were settled by Anglo-Saxon immigrants, quite possibly as part of a deliberate strategy of territorial defence. These immigrant groups seem to have been controlled by the Britons and prevented – at least into the early-sixth century – from significantly encroaching upon the Britons’ chief settlement of Lincoln, judging from the distribution of the large cremation cemeteries and their implied territories. 
This model could have applied to the Kingdom of Hwicce, albeit removed in time by a century, if there were similar evidence that the Anglian immigrants were prevented from encroaching on the major centers of Worcester and Gloucester. But such evidence does not exist, and the Hwicce were clearly in control of the territory by the time that St. Augustine arrived in Canterbury at the turn of the century.
Mercia offers another model, wherein Anglian immigrants, probably led by the Iclingas, appear to have controlled the native British, not only in the territory itself but also in surrounding areas that eventually were absorbed into the Kingdom of Mercia. This model appears to fit more closely the situation of the Hwicce. However, it should be noted that the Mercian leaders defended their pagan religion against Christian influence from the native Britons as well as St. Augustine’s proselytizing bishops, while the Hwicce appear to have been honest brokers for the religious leaders of the native tribes in their territory.
Smith deals with two questions regarding this view of the origin of the Hwicce, the mixture of Anglian and Saxon artifactual evidence in the area and the presence in Worcestershire of certain place names of West Saxon origin.  His conclusion, in summary, is as follows:
Although in the time of Penda the population of the territory of the Hwicce could have included some Saxon settlers from the short-lived Saxon occupation of Gloucestershire and must have included Celtic people who survived the West Saxon conquest, the linguistic evidence of place names, the possible name links of the rulers of the Hwicce with the Northumbrian royal dynasty, the appearance of the folk name or personal names derived from it in other midland place names, the emergence in historical times of the Hwicce as a large and territorially coherent though dependent folk, and the parallels of other Anglian folks moving into the region – all these make it likely that the Hwicce were essentially of Anglian origin. ...  It is in the Midlands rather than the south that the origins of the Hwicce should be sought.’[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Smith, “Hwicce,”, 61-62.










] 


Thus, there is substantial agreement among historians such as those cited above that 
(1) new immigrants began to arrive in the area sometime after the defeat of the British leaders in 577, 
(2) many Romano-British and some West Saxons probably remained in the area, 
(3) Anglian immigrants exerted a major influence in establishing the territory, 
(4) most (but not all) of the places and persons that define the territory have names that were derived from the Hwicce, and 
(5) the Hwicce ended up controlling a kingdom centered around Worcestershire and Gloucestershire, geographically congruent with the historic Diocese of Worcester.  
However, despite the attention that has been paid to the history of this territory, the anomalous orthography of some of the place names associated with the Hwicce has never been explained.  Moreover, there is little understanding of exactly who the Hwicce were, what routes they utilized to enter the territory, and how they came to define and control the kingdom.
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Chapter 2. Previous Conjectures and Prior Constraints

The existence of a people known as the Hwicce is amply documented by references in Latin and Old English texts dating from, or purporting to date from, before the year 1000.  Many of these texts along with specific Latin and Old English references to the tribe are listed by Coates in his wonderfully detailed article: ‘The name of the Hwicce:  A Discussion.’[footnoteRef:13]  However, as he remarks, ‘the name of this well-known people of the south-west Midlands in the Anglo-Saxon period has received no uncontroversial or widely accepted explanation.’[footnoteRef:14]  Due to uncertainty regarding the identity of the Hwicce and the etymology of the name, numerous conjectures have been offered over the years, but the mystery of the Hwicce continues to perplex the best scholars. [13:  Richard Coates, ‘The name of the Hwicce: A discussion.’ ASE 42 (2013), 51-61]  [14:  Coates, “Hwicce,”, 51. ] 

The Etymology of ‘Hwicce’
From *Weik-, to bend. Literature concerning the Hwicce includes the following conjectures and critiques regarding the meaning of the name. Some believe that Hwicce derives from ancient words themselves derived from the Proto-Indo-European root *Weik-, one meaning of which is ‘to bend, to wind’:[footnoteRef:15] [15:  On-Line Etymology Dictionary, s.v. “*Weik-,” https://www.etymonline.com/.] 

The Cowards – A. H. Smith, suggests that the name has a pejorative descriptive origin, denoting people who bend under pressure or quake in fear, comparing it to the Old Norse hvikari ‘coward’ found in Karla- Magnus saga.  However, Coates notes that ‘this word has no attested counterpart in Old English, and the comparison does not account for the consistent geminate <- cc- > in the name.’[footnoteRef:16]  Nor does the word account for the success of the Hwicce at establishing a multi-ethnic kingdom in Medieval Britain. [16:  Coates, “Hwicce,”, 55] 

The Wych Elm Clan – Also based upon a similar etymology, but one step removed and focused on a natural feature, is the proposal common to many county and national name indices that Hwicce derives from a reference to the Wych Elm.  This elm is a strikingly beautiful tree once found throughout southern England, a tree whose soaring branches would bend in the wind and whose leaves would quake. Germanic clans as well as other pagan peoples were sometimes known to worship gods of nature embodied in such objects, and Clans are sometimes named for animals, trees, and other natural features. These place names may either be references to many different elm trees, or to a people who took their name from the tree[footnoteRef:17] [17:  The Key to English Place Names, http://kepn.nottingham.ac.uk/,  published online by the Institute of Place Name Studies at the University of Nottingham, lists 'wych-elm’ as the most probable etymology for the prefix of names such as Wichenford, Whichford, Witchford, and Witchley.  Also see Alfred Wickenden, ‘The Wicken Tree’, (unpub. manuscript, 1939) in the Wickenden History section of the website at www.thomas-r-wickenden-families.com. Of course, if the Wicken were known as the Wych-elm tribe, these two etymologies would be difficult to distinguish from one another.] 

The Weavers – Another proposal related to the same meaning of the root word but yet another step removed and derived from the use of a different natural feature is that Hwicce refers to the native tribes living along the River Severn in the area near Worcester who were weavers using flexible rushes and pliable reeds growing profusely on the banks of the river and bending them to create baskets similar to wicker, which is thought to be of Scandinavian origin.  However, no cognate of hvikari or contemporary version of wicker is known, according to Coates.[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  Coates, “Hwicce,”, 55] 

     From the landscape. Others believe that Hwicce derives from references to the physical appearance of the landscape in the area where the tribe settled:
The People of The Ark – Drawing on the toponymy of physical, geographical features, Insley follows Gelling and Sims-Williams in suggesting that the name Hwicce was derived from the common noun hwicce ‘ark, chest, locker’, in reference to the appearance of the territory in which they settled as a flat-bottomed valley bordered by the Cotswolds and the Malvern Hills. This suggestion is also supported by August Hunt, who believes the word is simply an English rendering for Ercing or Ergyng, a name directly derived from the Roman settlement-name Ariconium.  However, as Coates observes, the essence of an ark is that it is closed, lidded, rather than open like a valley or plain.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  P. Sims-Williams, Religion and Literature in Western England, 30; Coates, “Hwicce,”, 55; and August Hunt, “A New Etymology for the Hwicce,” posted to Shadows in the Mist: The Quest for an Historical King Arthur (June 2, 2018), http://mistshadows.blogspot.com/. ] 

The People Of The Cauldron - Stephen J. Yeates has interpreted the name as meaning "cauldron; sacred vessel" and linked to the physical shape of the Vale of Gloucester as well as to the Romano-British regional cult of a goddess with a bucket or cauldron, identified with a Mater Dobunna, supposedly associated with West Country legends concerning the Holy Grail.  He also has linked the name with the ancestor of the word ‘witch’. However, these interpretations have been widely dismissed by academics such as Coates.[footnoteRef:20]  [20:  S. J. Yeates, The Tribe of Witches: the Religion of the Dobunni and Hwicce (Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2008), and Coates, “Hwicce,”, 55.] 

From a person or tribe. Still other proposals stem from the belief that Hwicce derives from a personal or tribal name:
The People of Hwicce - One possibility would be derivation from a given name, ‘the people of the man called Hwicce’. The linguistic form suggests a personal name, although there is no such name in the historical record. [footnoteRef:21]  [21:   H. Smith, ‘The Hwicce’, in Medieval and Linguistic Studies in Honour of F. P. Magoun, ed. J. B. Bessinger, Jr. and R. P. Creed (New York: NYU University, 1965), 55-65.] 

The Educated People - Eilert Ekwall connected the name Hwicce, on linguistic grounds, with that of the Gewisse, the predecessors of the West Saxons.[footnoteRef:22]  Edward Dawson suggests a degenerate form of Gewissae (the certain, knowing or trustworthy), probably a reference to the laeti being Roman citizens after the first generation and receiving a level of Roman education.[footnoteRef:23] Kessler also observes that older forms of the name Hwicce bear a remarkable similarity to Gewisse.[footnoteRef:24] [22:  E. Ekwall, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names, 2nd ed. (Oxford, The Clarendon Press, 1940).]  [23:  Edward Dawson, ‘Anglo-Saxon Britain: Who were the Hwicce?’ The History Files (November 2018).]  [24:  Kessler, “Hwicce.”] 

The Guests - Dawson also suggests as an alternative possibility a British pronunciation of 'guest' (ASC: 'gaest, giest') which is 'gwestai' in modern Welsh.
The Most Excellent Ones – Coates himself believes that Hwicce was a Brittonic name whose origin is to be found in Brittonic *Hᴔ- wïkk, etymologically "the most excellent [ones]".  He finds parallels in other tribal names but observes that the possibility raises historical questions about the Hwicce which it is not possible to solve without new evidence.  He also notes that hywych is not recorded and known early or later as a Welsh word.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Coates, “Hwicce,” 61.] 

The ethnicity of the Hwicce
Although authors such as Hooke and Smith believe that the Hwiccian leadership was Anglian, the lack of information about the identity of the tribal group, their origin and history and the route or routes by which they penetrated the region has led to other conjectures about the ethnicity of the name:
An Uninterpreted Gaulish Name - Lacking new evidence, Coates also notes that instead of originating in Brittonic, the base of the name might be compared with a known but so far uninterpreted Gaulish element.[footnoteRef:26]   [26:  Coates, “Hwicce,” 61.] 

An Ethnically British Name - Damian Tyler argues that based upon archaeological considerations (such as the Dubonnic coinage), the Hwicce and other West Midland tribes were ‘in the mid- seventh century . . . ethnically British’.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  D. J. Tyler, “Early Mercia and the Britons,” Britons in Anglo- Saxon England, Manchester Centre for AS Stud. publication 7, ed. N. J. Higham (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2007), 91–101, at 93.] 

An Early Saxon Name - Peter Kessler observes that analysis of the name seems to suggest it is a Saxon one. Hwicce uses the German 'hw' which is a reduction of 'kw' or 'gw' ('k' and 'g' are interchangeable). So, an older form of Hwicce would likely be 'kwicche' or 'gwicce' - and the latter is remarkably similar to Gewissae, a name used for the very first West Saxons prior to their conquest by Cerdic in 519.[footnoteRef:28] [28:   Kessler, “Hwicce”.] 

A Political Name - Christopher Dyer avoids tribal and ethnographic uncertainties altogether by stating: ‘It is possible that the Hwicce were a political entity created by the kings of Mercia, who installed a ruling dynasty over a mixed British and Anglo- Saxon population’. This means that ‘Hwicce’ would have been the name of a polity rather than a tribe.   According to Coates, ‘this is the current most cautious summary position on Hwiccian ethnicity’.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  C. Dyer, Lords and Peasants in a Changing Society: the Estates of the Bishopric of Worcester, 680–1540 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1980), 7; Coates, “Hwicce,” 57.] 

The origin of the Hwicce
Turning to the question of where the Hwicce came from, Margaret Wilson reviews the literature and writes that interdisciplinary co-operation is necessary to solve the problem of the origin of the Hwicce. She lists six main theories that have been advanced by scholars, and Coates has added another as follows:[footnoteRef:30] [30:  The first six origin theories are described, with relevant attributions, in M. Wilson, “The Hwicce,” Transactions of the Worcestershire Archaeological Society (third series) 2 (1968-9):  21-25. ] 

An original Saxon conquest. A strict adherence to The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle for 577 and 584 provides the basis for this argument - that by 577 the West Saxons were able to settle in the lower Severn Valley and were unchallenged by other immigrant groups until Penda annexed the area in 628, which led to the subsequent Anglian settlement via the Avon valley. Archaeological and place-name evidence is cited in support of this theory.
An original Anglian conquest. Basing his views mainly on the study of place-names, A. H. Smith thinks "it is in the Midlands rather than the south that the origins of the Hwicce should be sought ".
A conquest by a mixed group of Angles and Saxons. Archaeological evidence was used by Leeds to show the mixed culture of the area. The distribution of several types of brooch in graves suggested that there was a strong element of both Angle and Saxon stock in the settlers of the West Midlands.
A conquest by a branch of the Bernician royal family of an unspecified people. This view is mainly stressed in studies dealing with the royal family, which may have been of different origin from the rest of the settlers. Stubbs' pioneer study postulated the theory of a West Midland refuge for some of the Bernician royal family driven into exile noting the frequent occurrence of the same names among both royal families. Finberg agrees with Stubbs and uses charter evidence to support his theory.
A settlement of invited Germanic mobile troops. The size of the Hwiccian assessment in The Tribal Hidage contrasts markedly with the many small units of the East Midlands and so suggests a united group rather than the haphazard settlement of the overspill population of Wessex and/or Mercia. Russell gives " an alternative suggestion (which) is that the Romans had moved Germanic ' foederati ' into these frontier areas who remained there after the Romans left." There is no evidence for ' foederati ' or ' laeti ' in Britain, but it is possible that mobile Germanic troops, incorporated into the Roman army, were settled in the West Midland towns, perhaps including Worcester, although archaeological evidence to support this is lacking.
The settlement of a mixed population with no predominating element. Perhaps in despair, Smith sums up the situation: " The origin of this folk, like that of their name, is unknown. They could well have been composed of a group of Angles (perhaps the original Hwicce), West Saxons from the intrusion of 577, and Welsh survivors, brought into some kind of political unity by Penda".
A settled dynasty with a Brittonic name.  Stipulating that the ethnic origin of the Hwicce cannot be reduced to one of the six scenarios listed above, which involve only English-language explanations, Coates believes it is credible that a dynasty and/or a people in this area of England should have a Brittonic name, comparable with those of Ergyng (Archenfield) and the possible *Magon of the Magonsæte, both areas largely or wholly in adjacent Herefordshire.  However, he notes that the possibility raises historical questions about the Hwicce which it is not possible to solve without new evidence.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Coates, “Hwicce,” 56-57.] 

Prior Constraints on Discovering the Origin of the Hwicce
By all rights, the hunt for the Hwicce should not be any more difficult than the search for other Anglo-Saxon groups that settled across the British midlands.  However, research on this topic has been hampered by a number of unique problems. Several major limitations are cited in the literature by nearly every author on the subject, reasons as to why the origin of the Hwicce is so uncertain compared to that of other tribes in the region.  The problems that have constrained the development of relevant historical knowledge about the tribe include the following:
The lack of an origin legend - In contrast to the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms of Wessex and Northumbria, there exists no early medieval origin legend for the formation of the kingdom of Mercia, nor even one for the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons in the Western Midlands.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Sims-Williams, P. (1990). “The kingdoms of the Hwicce and the Magonsætan” in Religion and Literature in Western England, 600–800, Cambridge Studies in Anglo-Saxon England (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990), 16-53.] 

The coalescence of disparate groups - The Kingdom of Hwicce was a secondary establishment, a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, and multi-sectarian coalescence of several disparate groups of Anglo-Saxon colonizers who had gradually moved westwards from the longer-occupied lands in the east.[footnoteRef:33]  [33:  Smith, “Hwicce.”] 

The assumed kinship among Anglican peoples - Bede included the Mercians in his account of the origins of the Anglo-Saxon peoples and their kingdoms. ... It can be reasonably supposed that the rulers of Mercia at least, and of any other West Midland peoples like the Hwicce, saw themselves as being in some sense akin to the other Anglian dynasties rather than a distinct sub-tribe or clan of Angles.[footnoteRef:34]  [34:  Della Hooke, The Anglo-Saxon Landscape: The Kingdom of the Hwicce (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2009), 3.] 

The steady influx of Anglo-Saxons - Burial evidence suggests a steady movement of Anglo-Saxons into the West Midlands from the late fifth century onward, along three principal 'routes of entry': across the Cotswolds from the Thames Valley, along the Warwickshire Avon, and via the Trent Valley.[footnoteRef:35]  [35:  Steven Bassett, ‘Church and diocese in the West Midlands: the transition from British to Anglo-Saxon control’, in J. Blair & R. Sharpe eds., Pastoral Care Before the Parish (Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1992). ] 

The late appearance of Hwiccian kings - No genealogy or list of kings has been preserved, and it is not known whether the possible rulers of the Hwicce were connected to the West Saxons or the Mercians. It seems likely that the rulers of the Hwicce did not appear until after conquest by Mercia in 628. It is even possible that it was not one united territory until then, more a series of colonies with close trading and/or political links. Instead, Ceawlin of the West Saxons probably dominated until the Mercian conquest.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  The detail on these tribes and their relations are reported by Kessler in “Hwicce.”] 

The paucity of archaeological evidence in the core area - Cemeteries have not been found near Worcester and archaeological evidence for settlement sites is almost completely lacking, despite the distribution of known Christian buildings or crosses, which would presumably be built in centres with settled communities.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  M. Wilson, ‘The Hwicce’, Trans. of the Worcestershire Archaeol. Soc. 3rd ser. 2 (1968–9).] 

The destruction of records by the Vikings - The Viking conquests of the ninth century and the wars of the tenth apparently so effectively destroyed the material and intellectual records of the Mercian kingdom, which by then included the Hwicce,  that all that now survives are a handful of charters, a small number of manuscripts (notably the Book of Cerne), some splendid if fragmentary stone carvings in the church of Breedon-on-the-Hill, and the great frontier dyke that Offa (almost certainly) built between his realm and those of the Welsh kings. Of the Mercian laws which did exist and of the kingdom’s historiography which might have been written, few elements survive.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Roger Collins, ‘Early Medieval Europe, 300-1000’, Macmillan History of Europe, (London: Red Grove Press, 2010), 194.] 

Additional linguistic obstacles - In addition to these constraints on historical knowledge, there are some obstacles to the discovery of the identity and origin of the Hwicce of which most historians have not even been aware.  These have to do with linguistic constraints that obscured the original name of the tribe and thus prevented researchers from tracing the migration of the Hwicce from their initial source. These obstacles include the following:  
The ubiquitous presence of homonymic toponyms - When the etymology of a place name is uncertain, and homonyms for that place name are readily available, scholars tend to attribute the etymology of that name to the most likely known homonym.  For example, there are two homonyms of the root wic- that are commonly utilized in Britain as toponyms.  One denotes a small settlement with evidence of previous Roman occupation and the other denotes of a type of elm tree common to northern Europe and Britain.  Because Roman ruins and elm trees were so ubiquitous throughout this region, these toponyms are often utilized by historians to construct an etymology for place names similar in form to wic, wice, wich or wych, when derivation from the Hwicce was not likely, regardless of any specific evidence as to either their presence at a particular place or the relationship of that presence to the naming of the place.
The disregarding of homonymic clash - Scholars once considered the clash of homonyms to be a major motivation for phonological change. However, subsequent study has revealed that even when they involve both the sense and the sound of a word and result in embarrassment or confusion, homonyms are generally accepted without modification.  This has led scholars such as Roger Lass to declare that “homophony is a pseudo-problem anyhow, since most instances are automatically disambiguated in speech.”[footnoteRef:39] So if a name such as Hwicce had resulted from a clash between homonyms associated with different tribes, with consequences serious enough to lead to a phonological change in some other name, that kind of transformation might not be studied.  The effort to disambiguate their tribal identity might not be regarded as a sufficient cause for the change.  As a result, the original name of the tribe might not be identified if that name were involved in such a clash.        [39:  Roger Lass, Phonology: An introduction to basic concepts. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984), 29.] 

The timing of the tribal name change – Anomalous spellings of the names of strategically located places within the Kingdom of Hwicce such as those identified in the first chapter suggest another reason why the arrival and identity of this ancient tribal group have been obscured for so long. Because the original name of the Anglian clan was transformed into Hwicce through phonological and orthographic changes that occurred at the very same time that the clan began to amalgamate with other tribal groups and to control the territory, which was then recognized as a province or kingdom, the timing of this transformation would make it appear that the Hwicce were a new tribe that had suddenly emerged from among those already located in the area.
Back-formation from the final tribal name - Unaware of this transformation, historians and scholars have not been able to identify the name of the tribe nor to know what place names to use in searching for its origin and ethnicity. This problem is compounded by the tendency of early scribes and scholars who were well aware of the Hwicce but unaware of their previous name to apply the name Hwicce to places whose names were similar but not identical, despite the fact that they may have been settled back before those settled by the Hwicce.
Onomastication of place-name evidence – Building upon the groundbreaking national place-name indices created by prominent scholars in the field, progress has been made on the study of various types of names that occur with some frequency.  However, due to the honorific application of famous names to places, the use of place names to identify possible locations that these people may have occupied has been discredited. Unfortunately, this same reluctance has been applied without reason to people who are not widely known and therefore would not have been similarly honored. Moreover, the onomastic focus on individual names and categories of names has led to the neglect of mapping, tracing sequences of place names across the landscape, and a disregard for the usefulness of such maps for tracking the migration of tribal groups. 
Overlooking of anomalous names - Once these historical and linguistic impediments to research on the Hwicce have been identified, progress can be made by searching for clues to the original tribe and mapping their migration to the Western Midlands, with a special focus upon anomalous names where evidence is lacking to support a non-tribal homonym. Researchers pursuing a particular theory typically ignore such outliers and anomalous findings.  However, close examination of anomalies is a classic research technique leading to advancements in the sciences and other disciplines. It is not surprising that this same approach would be useful in toponomy. If, as described in Chapter 1, early spellings of several places associated with the Kingdom of Hwicce began with <W-> rather than <Hw-> or even <Wh->, this suggests that these toponyms may not have derived from Hwicce but, rather, from a tribal name that began with <W>.  In searching for clues, then, this is the kind of name to be looking for.


Chapter 3. Three Toponymic Clues and a Phonological Puzzle

For a clue to the origin of the Hwicce, it is logical to look to the northeast of Hwiccian territory, the direction from which the tribe may have migrated into the Western Midlands. Relevant places include Witchley in Rutland, Wychnor in Staffordshire and Whiston in Northamptonshire. These names have been attributed by some scholars to migrations of individual Hwiccan individuals or families away from their home sometime after it had been established.  However, while this is possible, the preponderance of the early attestations demonstrate that these place names derive from a tribe whose name was not spelled with an initial <hw-> as in <Hwicce>. The few examples of similar spellings that do exist appear in charters or documents written centuries after the Hwicce had come and gone. These were written by scribes who would have been familiar with the Hwicce, and so they would be quite likely to assign this name to places settled by the tribe under another name, places settled before the tribe moved to the Western Midlands. 
The First Clue - A Place Name in Rutland, England
Take, for example, Witchley and several related names in Rutland.  Witchley appears in 1075 as Hwicces1ea in two Anglo-Saxon charters mentioned in the Northamptonshire Geld Roll.  However, of sixteen attestations listed before 1801, all except one begin with <W->, suggesting that the others are back-formations, attributions to the Hwicce of names that actually derived earlier from another source. The one exception, Whicches1e, is mentioned in Forest Proceedings but not until 1290. All the others, according to Cox (1971), begin with <W->, only occasionally with <Wh-> and never with <Hw->.  The early attestation of the names of other places in the area include Whissendine (which first appears as Wichingedene (1086), Wissendene (1206), and Wissinden (1238)), Wiceslea (Wicesle, Wicelea, a wapentake also described in Domesday Book as a Hundred), Witchley Warren Farm just outside the hundred, and Wichley Les.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  Dr. Caitlin R. Green. “The Hwicce of Rutland? Some Intriguing Names from the East Midlands,” in Caitlin Green (26 March 2016) <http://www.caitlingreen.org/2016/03/the-hwicce-of-rutland.html>.] 

Of the many historians who have commented on the etymology of these names, only one, Eilert Ekwall, mentions a specific tribal name other than Hwicce as a possible source.  Moreover, in his publication, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place Names, Ekwall suggests this tribal name as a source for only one of the many place names related to Witchley in Rutland.  That place name is Whissendine, which appears as Wichingedene in the Domesday Book. While he does not spell out with precision the transformation from involved, Ekwall suggests that the final element is compounded with a tribal name derived from personal names in wic-, and the change of ch to ss is due to Anglo-Norman influence.” The original tribal name, according to Ekwall, is OE *Wicingas.[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names (fourth ed.), (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1960), s.v. “Whissendine,” https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.184064/2015.184064.The-Concise-Oxford-Dictionary-Of-English-Place_djvu.txt.] 

 What can be deduced from this clue? While he does not explain precisely how he reversed the Norman transformation to earlier forms of the name Whissendine, most of these did not include the <h>, so perhaps Ekwall concluded from this evidence that the root of the place name was not Hwicce-, but something like Wic-, which as a tribal name might have been Wicingas.  The plural form of the root might have been something like Wics, perhaps contracted from Wic[e]s. Ekwall suggests that because of the Anglo-Norman influence, the name of the tribe in root form would have been spelled Wiss- or Wissen as a simplex which, as the compound name of a den, had become Wissendine. Ekwall’s reverse transcription therefore would have been something like the following: 
	Wiss[endine]  Wich[ingedene]  Wic[ingas].
The name Wicingas is, of course, analogous in form to Iclingas, the name of the Anglian tribe that is believed to have originated on the Continent, landed in East Anglia, and migrated westward to settle the Kingdom of Mercia. In Old English, a name like Wicingas would have been subject to various forms of inflection, such as those listed in the table in Figure 3.[footnoteRef:42]  In addition, the root form Wic- would have appeared alone as a simplex and as the prefix for a variety of compound words.              [42:  Adapted from “-ingas” in A. Campbell, Old English Grammar (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987), 400.] 

Figure 3. Table of inflections for Wicking
	CASE
	SINGULAR
	PLURAL

	Nominative
	Wicing
	Wicingas

	Accusative
	Wicing
	Wicingas

	Genitive
	Wicinges
	Wicinga

	Dative
	Wicinge
	Wicingum


It appears plausible, then, that the Wicingas as were an Anglian tribe similar to the Iclingas, who settled Whissendine and other places whose names have subsequently been linked to the Hwicce, before moving to the Western Midlands to establish the Kingdom of Hwicce. But whether, how, and why the tribal name was transformed from Wicingas to Hwicce remains a puzzle.  Assuming that the difference in the orthography of these names corresponds with a difference in pronunciation, then the puzzle has to do with a transformation in phonology. Nevertheless, based upon this first clue, and assuming it is correct, several conjectures can be proposed for exploration and testing against additional evidence, and perhaps for further specification:
1. An Anglian tribe named Wicingas settled in Rutland.
2. This tribe then migrated to the Western Midlands.
3. The tribe then became known as the Hwicce.
4. The tribe then established the Kingdom of Hwicce
The Second Clue - A Place Name in Kent, England
In addition to these conjectures, however, this first clue leaves us with an open question:  From where did the Wicingas come?  In searching for an answer to this question, it is logical to work backwards by looking across Britain to the east, and by looking for another place with a name similar to Whissendine. In fact, the second clue, somewhat unexpectedly, takes us not just further to the east but also to the south: the discovery of a den deep in the Weald of Kent, a place that was known eventually as Wickenden.  This place, originally written as Wingindene was thought to be lost, but descendants of the Wickendens, now living in dozens of countries around the world, have identified the site of the original den, once located in the manor, then the parish, and now the village of Cowden in an ancient forest called the Weald in the southwestern corner of the southeastern county of Kent.
As with most of the numerous dens in the Weald, Wickenden was likely established by a folk, a kinship group who made their way down from somewhere along the south shore of the Thames to establish a den for their animals so they could forage in the fall on the acorns and mast from the great oak trees of that forest.  Eventually, many would establish permanent homesteads in these locations. From Old English the plural form of the name, Wicingas, may have evolved into Wicken, and like many of the folk who established these dens, the Wicken most likely belonged to one of the Germanic tribes that crossed the Channel to settle in Britain in the fifth century.
So, our list of general conjectures now expands to include the following:
1. A kinship group of Wicken migrated from somewhere along the south shore of the 	Thames to establish a den deep in the Weald of Kent.
2. The ancient name of the Wicken in Old English was Wicingas.
3. Members of the Wicingas migrated from Kent across Britain to Rutland.
If these conjectures are true, then one of the many specific questions they raise is the same one as after the first clue: From where did the Wicken come?  If from outside Britain, then the question is a bit more specific: From where did the Wicken immigrate to Britain? Once again it makes sense to look further to the east, i.e., to the Continent, for a name analogous to Whissendene and Wickenden.  However, the relevant names across the Channel do not end in the suffix den, and the next clue lies in the opposite direction.
The Third Clue - A Place Name in Arizona, USA
Across the Atlantic from Britain, in the American southwest, lies a third clue to the origin of the Wicken: the town of Wickenberg in Arizona.  The town was named after Johannes Henricus Wickenberg, who came over from Essen, Germany in the eighteen hundreds to establish a gold mine near the boomtown which now bears his name.  So just like the Wicken “den” in Kent, this clue suggests that there probably was a Wicken “berg” in Germany, a name derived from the Wicken. 
To verify this suggestion and to see whether the Wicken were similar to other Anglo-Saxon clans which might have migrated to this area of Britain, twenty-five den names were identified, compound names including the suffix /den/ and found in Kent like Wickenden.  These were studied to see if there were comparable place names found on the Continent.  Cognates to seventeen of these den names were found primarily in and around Germany, suggesting that they might be based upon clan names, as listed in the table in Figure 4.   
These den names mostly describe the genitive form of the clan names (where the name is used as an adjective) from which place names might have been derived (such as Wicken), with an occasional use of the singular, simplex form (such as Wick) where a place may have been associated with the head of an individual family, a member of the clan.[footnoteRef:43] The listing of parallel forms from the Continent assumes that the root form of British place-names might have been used to identify something like a den (‘swine pasture’), while the root form of the Germanic place-names might have been used to identify something else, like a berg or burg (‘mountain village’) or a dorf or dorff (‘rural village’).[footnoteRef:44]  It was also assumed that minor differences in spelling or language might have occurred, such as <sch> in German appearing as <sh> in English or <Eiche> in German appearing as <Oak> in English. [43:  The primary source for den names in Kent was Wikipedia’s ‘List of Place Names in Kent’, https://en.wikipedia.org /wiki/List_of_places_in_Kent.]  [44:  The primary source for Continental cognates was An Interpretive Map of Austria, https://www.austria.info/us/basic-facts/interactive-map-of-austria#/z6/46.3924112,8.6682129/toursprung-terrain, and the German Language Wikipedia, accessed in June 2020. ] 


Figure 4. Table of possible clan names
	Kentish 
Place-Name
	Continental              
Place-Name
	Anglian            
Possible Clan Name

	Benenden
	Bennenberg

	Benen / Bennen

	Bethersden
	Bethen, Bethenberg
	Bethers / Bethen

	Biddenden
	Biddenburg
	Bidden

	Borden
	Borden
	Borden

	Chatting
	Chattenburg
	Chatt / Chatten

	Crippenden
	Krippendorff
	Crippen / Krippen

	Frittenden                      
	Fritten, Fritt In, City Fritt
	Fritt/Fritten   

	Hersden
	Hersdorf
	Hers

	High Halden
	Haldenburg
	Halden

	Horsmouths
	Horsdorf
	Hors / Horsmon

	Newenden
	Newberg
	New / Newen

	Oakenden

	Eichenbuhl, Eichendorf, Eichenzell
	Oaken / Eichen


	
	
	

	Otterden
	Otter, Otterburg
	Otter 

	Rushenden
	Rushing, The Rushing
	Rush / Rushen

	Sholden
	Scholden
	Sholden / Scholden

	Swattenden
	Swatten way
	Swatten

	Tenterden
	Tenter Bach, Tenter Graben
	Tenter

	Wickenden
	Wickenberg/burg, Wickendorff
	Wicken


While only some of the den names may derive from the name of a family group or clan, those that do may thus be clan names and may mark the location of the clans as they migrated across the Continent.  An examination of historical places and ancient maps of Kent and other English counties and then of places across maps of Continental Europe would undoubtedly reveal more clan names and cognates than are listed here. In addition to the loss of information over time and the inconsistency of place-name formation, there may, of course, be some den names (as well as other place names in Kent) whose clan-name cognates have not been found, and, on the other hand, there may be some den names whose cognates are questionable or simply coincidental, derived from the same source found in different places (such as Oaken from Oak trees or Otter from that particular animal).[footnoteRef:45] Nevertheless, those names for which cognates have been found provide evidence of a possible link, across territory and time, between families, kinship groups or clans. [45:  Kentish den names for which no Continental cognates were found include the following: Chillenden, Cowden, Culverden, Hoaden, Horden, Lydden, Rolvenden, and Smarden.

 ] 

 These cognates also provide support for the conjecture that the Wicken were a tribal clan that originated or was first identified in western Poland or central Germany.  This clue thus gives rise to a final set of general conjectures to be explored as we proceed:
1. A clan named Wicken originated on or near the European continent.
2. The Wicken then settled in Germany.
3. The Wicken affiliated with the tribe of Angles.
4. The Wicken then migrated to the coast and crossed to Britain.
But there are major questions that remain regarding the specifics of each of these conjectures, such as the following: where and when did the group originate, where and when did they affiliate with the Angles, and where and when did they cross the Channel?  Finally, lest we forget, even when we have answered these questions about the origin of the Wicken and their migration across to Britain to the Western Midlands, we will still be left with the enigmatic issue of how and why the Old English name Wicingas was transformed to Hwicce in the Western Midlands and to the Middle English name Wicken everywhere else?  Interestingly, it turns out that the answer to the first question about origins eventually helps to solve the phonological puzzle posed by the last question about transformations.
Three clues regarding the origin of the Hwicce have been utilized, together with what little is known about the history of this tribe, to create a set of general conjectures and to guide the search for answers to questions about the etymology of the tribal name.  If evidence is now discovered sufficient to transform these conjectures into hypotheses, taken together, and in chronological order, they will constitute a new, general theory about the Hwicce:
1. A clan whose name in Middle English survives as Wicken originated on or near the 	European continent.
2. The Wicken settled in Germany.
3. The Wicken affiliated with the Angles 
4. The Wicken migrated to the coast and crossed to Britain.
5. Members of the Wicingas migrated into Kent and across Britain to Rutland.
6. The name of the Wicken in Old English was Wicingas 
7. The Wicingas settled in Rutland.
8. The Wicingas migrated to the Western Midlands.
9. The Wicingas became known as the Hwicce.
10. The Hwicce established the Kingdom of Hwicce.
In summary, and in contrast to previous conjectures regarding the identity of the Hwicce, this nascent theory includes the following propositions regarding the etymology, ethnicity and origin of the Hwicce:
Etymology – The Hwicce were a people who received their name on the Continent among the Germanic Tribes. Their original name was Wicingas in Old English.  They were then known as the Hwicce in the Western Midlands, where they established a Kingdom by that name.  Their name became Wicken in Middle English, and it survives as such today in singular and compound place names on the Continent and in England and in the names of the descendants of those who established these places.
Ethnicity – The Hwicce were a group that affiliated with the Angles on the Continent and migrated with other tribes first to Kent and then across to the Western Midlands. There they established a multi-ethnic kingdom.
Origin – The Hwicce originated on the Continent in or around Germany, migrated to Kent in Britain, then across from the Eastern to the Western Midlands, where they established the Kingdom of Hwicce.
Now that clues have been analyzed and questions have been asked to frame the search for evidence, hypotheses will be generated, and a possible theory will be articulated with which to explain the origin and identity of the Hwicce. Of course, relevant research methods must also be developed, and appropriate analytical techniques must be identified with which to conduct this search. And despite the preliminary information that has been wrested from these clues, the questions of whether, how, and why the tribal name was transformed from Wicingas to Hwicce still remains a puzzle.
Chapter 4. Research Methods and Analytical Techniques

The research in this book is based almost entirely upon place names.  When studying tribal groups like the Hwicce, or the Wicken as they were most often referred to, the most readily available data are the names of places that derive from the names of these tribal groups. This book utilizes an old and obvious but currently underutilized technique for tracking the migration of tribal groups.  It uses place names to identify the location of tribal settlements, it treats a series of similar place names found within or across a geographical area as marking a temporal pattern, and it maps that spatial sequence of settlements to trace the migration of the tribe.  
Since it is rare that the initial date of a prehistoric or ancient settlement can be determined or even estimated with sufficient accuracy, the dynamics of place-name tracing depend upon the evidence of historical documents to describe the direction in which a tribe may have migrated as well as the general time period during which the migration occurred, including the duration of a settlement as well as the speed with which migration between settlements occurs. If a sequence of similar place names matches this historical evidence, it is assumed that they document the migration of the tribal group.   Deviations of a similar place name from the path of a tribal migration must either be explained by other circumstances or regarded as insufficiently supported to qualify as having derived from the name of the tribal group.  
In his article on Assessing the Anglo-Saxon Invasions, William Bakken provides advice on the limitations of place-name studies. 
Place-name studies can provide additional information regarding the interactions of the people in Britain during the Germanic invasions but must be used carefully.  In general, place-name information is used to supplement other data and cannot be used alone to prove early origins. Place-names have passed through many changes from the fifth to the twentieth centuries. In an illiterate society, there is a need for many different place names to avoid confusion, but names were not written down until at least the seventh century and a large number of them were first recorded in the Domesday Book after the Norman conquest, thus they were further distorted by French speaking clerics. Chronologically, place-names are not accurate within less than a fifty-year span.[footnoteRef:46] [46:  William Bakken. 1998. The End of Roman Britain:  Assessing the Anglo-Saxon Invasions of the Fifth Century. https://www.ling.upenn.edu/~kroch/courses/lx310/Assessing_the_Anglo-Saxon_Invasions.html.
] 


In this book, literary, archaeological, and linguistic evidence of the origin of a particular place name, if any exists, will be considered, since it is recognized that similar place names may originate from different sources, just as different place names may originate from a similar source.  Changes in the spelling and meaning of the names of tribal groups and of place names that relate to these groups may occur through any of the usual processes that impact names over time, including abbreviation, conflation, convergence, development, and replacement.
Consequently, there are over a dozen different spellings of Wicken that can be found throughout the Continent and England.  Place names based upon the Wicken are also subject to elaboration, typically by adding a description of a type of settlement to the name of the clan, such as Wickendorf, Wickenburg, Wickenden or Wickenford.  Finally, place names using the simplex form Wick can be modified to appear in altered forms such as Wing, newer forms can also be used to replace earlier forms due to back-formation through scribal misunderstanding, and a difference in spelling such as <Hwicce> can reflect a deliberate change in pronunciation in order to clear up confusion resulting from a homophonic clash.
The Process of Place-Name Tracing
Interestingly, this technique does not necessarily contradict previous explanations of the etymology of a particular place name since a place and a tribe may both derive their names from the same source as well as from one another.  In fact, the origin of a name attributed to a tribal group can only be explained by traditional ethnographic or toponymic techniques.  However, place-name tracing is a unique technique that assumes a basic three-step process wherein (1) a kinship group, band, camp, clan, sub-tribe, or tribe is associated with a name that can be explained through traditional etymology, and (2) a place which is associated with the settlement of a particular tribal group acquires its name from the name of that group (rather than through the same etymology). Then, (3) a spatial sequence or pattern of similar place names that is aligned with historical evidence of the migration of a related ethnic group is identified, and its implications are analyzed.   
This process is based upon assumptions regarding the nature of tribal names and the development of place names which should be verified through further research.  Moreover, since the name of a tribal group and the name of a tribal settlement may be derived from the same source, either independently or sequentially, this fact can cause confusion if each case is not analyzed separately, especially when dealing with a previously lost tribal group like the Wicken.   However, this paper is focused not on the various steps in the process by which a tribal name is formed, nor on the particular step in the process at which a tribal name becomes a place name, but on what can be learned from a spatial pattern of place names that can be shown to have derived from the name of a tribal group. 
It is important to trace these patterns because the strength of this approach lies in its ability to track the migration of a tribal group from settlement to settlement within a geographical area and to map the movement of the group in relation to other groups and to the tribe as a whole. Place-name evidence is especially salient when the tribal group is known to have existed and to have migrated. A group or a group leader is even more convincing as the source of a place name when the group or its leader does not have a national or regional reputation that would lead to an honorific use of its name for naming a place. Finally, a map of the migration of a group aggregates the place names that are associated with that migration, provides a visual summary of the succession of names of which each place is a part, and represents the weight of evidence specifically linked to the location of each successive settlement along a migratory route and the major motivation for giving each location a name related to the tribal group.  Thus, it constitutes a preponderance of excellent evidence in comparison, for example, to random references to some common etymologies for which there is no specific evidence linking them to these same settlements in these specific locations with these particular names. 
It is also important to identify the limitations of this approach.  The major one, as Bakken has noted, is that ancient place names by themselves give little indication of the period of time during which a settlement occurred and therefore of the temporal or spatial sequencing of a series of settlements.  For this information we are dependent largely upon historical documentation that describes the migration and settlement of tribes and, if available, of tribal groups.  In this book historians will be cited to describe the migration of Angles across the Continent, and then ancient place names will be utilized to trace the migration of one clan affiliated with the Angles.
Techniques and Tools for Tracing Tribal Clans
The Germanic tribes of Angles, Saxons, Jutes, etc., to the extent to which they existed as coherent peoples, were most likely composed of multiple extended families and kinship groups, some of which may originally have acquired identities as clans or as small tribes affiliated with, as clients of, or subordinate to, a larger tribe.   Because of their small size, the movement of these clans is hard to track, and the topology of the place names derived from the clans is therefore harder to trace. Several new techniques are utilized in this paper for the identification of clans.  
Micro-level Tracing – The first, micro-level tracing, is to focus on a small settlement such as a “den”, a “berg” or a “dorf” that may have been established by and named after a clan, a clan member or the leader of a family or kinship group that was part of a clan, rather than being named for an entire tribe. The list of den names in Kent and their cognates on the Continent in Table 1 was developed using this technique.
Retrospective Tracing – A second, related technique of retrospective tracing, is to begin by identifying the root forms of possible Anglo-Saxon clan names in Britain and then to compare them with the root forms of place names back on the Continent in areas from which Anglo-Saxon tribes were reported to have migrated. The rows in the Table in Figure 4 were developed using this technique. 
Using these two techniques together, the names listed in Table 1 describe “den” names found in Kent, England, that have similarities with place names found on the Continent, primarily in and around Germany. These den names mostly describe the genitive form of the clan names (where the name is used as an adjective) from which place names might have been derived (such as Wicken), with an occasional use of the singular, simplex form (such as Wick) where a place is associated with an individual member of the clan. The listing of parallel forms from the Continent assumes that the root form of British place-names might have be used to identify something like a den (‘swine pasture’), while the root form of the Germanic place-names might have been used to identify something else like a burg/berg (‘mountain village’) or dorf/dorff (‘rural village’), and that minor differences in spelling or language might have occurred, such as <sch> in German appearing as <sh> in English or <Eiche> in German appearing as <Oak> in English.
Migration Mapping – Tracing the route by which people moved from settlement to settlement would, of course, be called “Migration Mapping.” The time it would take and the conditions under which a group would need to settle an area such that it might be occupied after the group moves on and might obtain its name from the group and then retain that name over the course of several centuries or even a millennium are not known. Also, the spatial extent of a settlement and the area from which it draws resources and the connections between a set of settlements in the same general area that might result in the formation of a social and cultural community must be estimated.  
All of this, of course, is subject to change over time.  Moreover, it is obviously possible that a small tribal group might move to a previously established and named village or town and thus leave no record of their presence.  They might also move too rapidly to leave any record of their presence. So, migration mapping is limited to those places whose names were derived from a tribe which settled there and places whose names have survived in the historical record. It is through a combination of good fortune, settlement in previously unnamed locations, and, for whatever reason, memorable people, that enough names have survived to make it possible to follow the clues described in Chapter One and use migration mapping to track the Wicken from their origin on the Continent to their Kingdom in the Western Midlands.
Place-Name Probabilities – Migration mapping contributes to the information available from which to estimate the likelihood that a particular name has derived from settlement by the Wicken rather than from either a Wic based on a previous Roman settlement such as a vicus or a settlement associated with a specimen tree or a clump of trees know as Wych elms. The probability (between 0 and 1) that a settlement on a migratory route is derived from the Wicken can be estimated by dividing the number of such settlements identified through migration mapping by the total number of Wicken-derived settlement names. Therefore, the more Wicken-derived settlements are identified through Migration Mapping, the greater the probability that an additional settlement on such a route is also derived from the name of the Wicken.  Conversely, even though there may be many more settlement names across southern Britain derived from Roman vicus or Wych elms, the probability that one of these is on a specific Wicken migration route, which is technically a very small sample space, would be quite low.  
For example, if the source of the name of a place on a migration route is in question, and 9 out of 10 Wicken-derived names (including the place under consideration) are on migration routes, while 3 out of 70 of these names are derived from Roman ruins and 2 out of 20 are derived from spectacular elm trees, the respective probabilities of these events (including the probability that the name under consideration is derived from this particular source) would be 0.90 for Wicken, 0.04 for Wic, and 0.10 for Wych.  Clearly it would be reasonable to assume that the place under consideration has a name derived from the Wicken and therefore is indicative of a Wicken settlement that took place during a migration.  Of course, this derivation is also suggested by geometric evidence regarding the direction of a migration route and historical evidence that Angles like the Wicken clan migrated along this particular path, especially if compared to a lack of evidence that Wych trees grew in this particular location or that Roman occupation resulted in this particular local settlement.  
Contact Tracing – When such movements suggest that one people would end up in close proximity to another or to locations that are important for other reasons, the mapping of 3 interactions might be called “Contact Tracing.” Analysis of the propinquity between populations and the contiguity of settlements, assuming that the time periods are the same or at least overlap, can shed light on the possible relationship between tribal groups.  Proximity between a tribal group and locations known for certain religious, royal, trade, military or other activity can also be utilized to infer cultural contact, interpersonal interaction or the nature of tribal roles and responsibilities.
Computer Tools – Computer mapping applications such as Google Maps have the capability of revolutionizing the graphic analysis of ancient migration routes.  Many place names are still current and thus accessible to the software, albeit often in modified forms.  The software can be used to track an actual route across the landscape and map it from place to place, although the sequence of places must be assumed from other information about the direction of the migration.  The walking mode of mapping is useful for avoiding modern automobile routes which may differ from hiking trails.  These trails are often more direct than other routes, and the software can be used to estimate the number of hours it might take a group to move from one settlement to another.  Distances between settlements can be calculated, as can distances from the settlements of one group and those of another. Finally, a map created through this application is designed to be printed, but it can also be saved to the computer as a PDF file. Other applications are available to convert the map to a JPEG file, and standard software is available to modify these files by adding additional information before including it as a figure in a digital or printed document. 

The Analysis of Changes in a Tribal Name
Examples where these methods of place-name tracing are utilized will be found throughout this book.  These methods depend upon the relationship of place names to the name of a tribal group.  However, often the spelling of a tribal name as reflected in the name of a particular place will change.  In these cases, linguistic techniques including phonology and orthography are helpful in understanding and explaining these kind of changes. Sometimes, the change in a word like Wicken will be part of the linguistic development in one or another phase of the English language.  Occasionally, however, specialized techniques and the analysis of unique linguistic features are necessary to comprehend and articulate a particular issue.  Examples include the changes in pronunciation and spelling motivated by a homophonic clash.
Homophonic Clashes – When two words that are homophones are utilized in a context where the sound and sense of one word is easily mistaken for the sound and sense of the other, the resulting confusion may cause social, cultural, or political conflict. This situation is known as a “homophonic clash.” Usually, the confusion will be quickly discovered and clarified through further conversation. As Roger Lash remarks in his text on Phonology, “homophony is a pseudo-problem anyhow, since most instances are automatically disambiguated in speech.”[footnoteRef:47]  However, when the cost of the initial confusion is too great or the process of clarification is too complicated or cumbersome, it creates a motivation for any party that is forced to pay a significant price because of this confusion, to disambiguate the clash by modifying one of the homonyms. [47:   Lass, Phonology, 29.] 

Phonological Consequences – As will be explained at points throughout this book, such clashes occurred frequently for the Wicken, resulting in numerous minor changes in the pronunciation and spelling of the names of their settlements as they proceeded to migrate across Britain. However, the clashes that occurred when the Wicken reached the Western Midlands were different in three ways: (1) every Wicken settlement throughout the area experienced these clashes, (2) they experienced the clashes more frequently, and (3) the political consequences of the homonymic clashes were more serious than ever before.  As a result, these clashes motivated the Wicken to differentiate not just the names of their settlements but their tribal name itself. This, in turn, resulted in a change in spelling which was recorded by Bede and subsequently by others, making it appear as if a new tribe had arrived at the scene.
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Chapter 5. Possible Origins of the Hwicce

     While the focus of this book is on tracing the migration of Angles through place names derived from the Wicken rather than on describing the etymology of all the words from which the name Wicken (or other forms of this name) may have been derived, it is informative to begin by examining the etymology of the name itself and what it might reveal about the origin and nature of the clan.  
     For the sake of simplicity in referring to this tribal group, it is assumed here that a member of the clan might have been known as Wick and the clan itself by the plural or genitive form, Wicken.  As Guy Ewing[footnoteRef:48] (1927) points out in his book on The Parish of Cowden, an analogy is the singular form of the word chick, the plural of which is chicken, or the genitive form as in chicken coop.  It is also assumed that these names might have been subject to various other forms and spellings, which will be addressed as specific examples and discussed layer, where relevant.   [48:  Guy Ewing, The Parish of Cowden (Tunbridge Wells: Courier Company, Ltd., 1926).] 

Again, for simplicity, the Wicken will be referred to here as a clan, recognizing that they might also at times have split off as a warrior band or a small kinship groups or grown in size and function to resemble a larger group such as a client tribe or sub-tribe.  Finally, while the Wicken clan may have been subordinate to, a client of, or possibly just loosely affiliated with the Angle tribe instead of actually a part of the tribe, this paper will refer to the Wicken as a clan of Angles, since they generally appear to have migrated and settled with the Angles in central Germany and Angeln, and later on in Thanet, East Anglia, and the Western Midlands.  In addition, the places whose names appear to be derived from the Wicken are assumed for simplicity to be settlements, while it is recognized that these places might have varied from small, temporary campsites to larger and more permanent sites such as hamlets, villages, and towns.  Similarly, the areas in which the Wicken settled will be referred to as territories, while it is assumed that they might actually vary from a single settlement to a cluster of contiguous settlements to a community, a province, or a kingdom.
Proto-Indo-European Etymology
Since many place names related to the name of this clan on the Continent appear to derive from the root term Wicken-, it is likely that this clan name was quite ancient.  It certainly arose well before the migration of the clan to post-Roman Britain, and probably even before the migration of the clan from central Germany up to Angeln at the base of the Jutland Peninsula.   As a summary of the possible meanings of the name, the On-Line Etymology Dictionary provides a helpful description of three different meanings for the Proto-Indo-European root word ‘*weik-‘: (1) clan, social unit above the household, (2) to bend, to wind and (3) to fight, conquer.[footnoteRef:49]  Since there is no way of knowing what the origin of the clan’s name actually was, we can skip over the 50 related words in multiple languages and explore these three basic possibilities: [49:  Etymology Dictionary, s.v. “*Weik-”.
] 

Clan or social unit larger above the household - First, it is possible that the Wicken were one of the first kinship groups among the Angles that banded together and identified themselves as a ‘clan or social unit larger than a household’. This would be somewhat similar to indigenous people such as the Navajo, a Native American tribe who call themselves Dine, meaning ‘the people.’  It is quite certain that the Wicken had developed the social mechanisms necessary to establish, communicate, and maintain their identity as ‘the clan’, it is quite likely that they referred to themselves by this term, and therefore it is also possible that they were known by this name, perhaps as they affiliated with the Angles early in the development of the tribe.   Of course, most of the larger tribes as well as many of their clans must also have developed these same social skills, so it would seem unusual for the Wicken to be the only clan known by and named for these common cultural traits. 
To bend or to wind - The second meaning of *weik-, ‘to bend, to wind’, could have identified an initial settlement of the clan at the bend of a river, or characterized them as a weak and cowardly group, or as a compliant and cooperative group famous for their diplomatic skills, as a clan known for weaving baskets or wicker mats from flexible willows, or as a clan named for a beautiful, flexible tree believed to embody a spiritual power, such as the Wych elm tree.  While all of these meanings are possible, the last one has analogues in the form of other clan names derived from common trees such Oaken from the oak.  Although there is no evidence of their beliefs, a clan whose name referred to the spiritual power thought to manifest within a well-known natural object such as a tree might be well-received by others.[footnoteRef:50] [50:  Alfred Wickenden, ‘The Wicken Tree’, (unpub. manuscript, 1939) on the “History of ‘Wickenden’” page in the Wickenden History section of the website at www.thomas-r-wickenden-families.com.] 

To fight and to conquer - Third, if the members of the clan were known ‘to fight or to conquer’ as they first arrived on the Continent and thus had developed a reputation as warriors (pirates, or vikings), the clan itself might have been known as such. This might also suggest the likelihood that in the early days of the Anglo-Saxon invasion of Britain when they were invited to serve as mercenaries, some Wicken may have been among the first warrior bands to fight for, and then perhaps against, the Britons from settlements in Kent and East Anglia.  When battle resumed against the Britons, some Wicken may have continued to fight or to use their reputation to help gain control over territories in the Midlands. Alternatively, the clan may have migrated from and be named after a place in Scandinavia which itself was known by that name, such as the village called Viken.
The etymology of the term viking, the earlier appearance of wiking in Old English and wising in Old Frisian, the derivation of these words from wic, and their relation to the Latin word vicus are described in the Online Etymology as follows:
Old Norse vikingr "freebooter, sea-rover, pirate, viking," ... usually is explained as meaning properly "one who came from the fjords," from vik "creek, inlet, small bay" (cognate with Old English wic, Middle High German wich "bay," and second element in Reykjavik). But Old English wicing and Old Frisian wizing are almost 300 years older than the earliest attestation of the Old Norse word, and probably derive from wic "village, camp" (large temporary camps were a feature of the Viking raids), related to Latin vicus "village, habitation" (from PIE root *weik- (1) "clan").[footnoteRef:51] [51:  Etymology Dictionary, s.v. “*Weik-.”] 


Other etymologies are summarized by Coates, who sees “OE w_cing as an ancient derivative of OE w_can with the same meaning-specialization and shift as is seen in North Germanic: `withdrawer  leaver of the native shore  traveller  marauder'”.[footnoteRef:52] Batagglia concludes his study of the OIc. nouns víking (F) e víkingr (M), which “seem generally to refer to the concept of expedition (commercial, piratical or other) and to those involved in it,” by noting that the terms “describe a status rather than an ethnos”[footnoteRef:53]. [52:  Richard Coates, “New light from old wicks: the progeny of Latin vicus,” Nomina, 22: 75 - 116, at 80.   ]  [53:  Battaglia, Marco, “Identity paradigms in the perception of the Viking diaspora," in Fedi F., Dente C. et al. (ed. by), Viaggi per scene in movimento/Journeys through Changing Landscapes. Dislocations/Dislocazioni: lingue e letterature in prospettiva transnazionale (Pisa: Pisa University Press, 2017): 279-316 at 288. ] 

The Wicken as Early Vikings
It is certainly possible that a group of Scandinavians who appeared to be a heterogeneous band of warriors may have migrated to Germany, where they camped near and then affiliated themselves with a Germanic tribe like the Angles, while still maintaining a separate identity as a group not ethnically distinct enough nor large or independent enough to be considered a tribe.  
There is linguistic evidence available from several sources to support the view that the Wicken may have received their name because they were considered to be pirates or vikings – part of the formation and migration of the Germanic peoples well before the Viking invasions of Britain which began at the end of the eighth century.  These sources include several medieval glossaries, an Old English poem, the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and the Seven Books of History Against the Pagans:
[bookmark: _Hlk56346247]Épinal, Erfurt and Corpus Glossaries – According to Richard Coates, the first Old English record of the word w_cing is not in its simplex form, but in the compound uuicingsceadan, uuicingsceadae, w_cincsceaðan (glossed ‘piraticum, piraticam, piraticam’ i.e., ‘pirate, piracy, piracy') in the Épinal, Erfurt and Corpus glossaries respectively. These related documents are today believed to have a common archetype dating from the early eighth century at the latest.[footnoteRef:54] The author also notes the corresponding word wîsing, wîzing attested in Old Frisian.  [54:  Coates, “Wicks.” ] 

Widsith – These early vikings were also mentioned in the Old English poem Widsith, considered by some to be from the seventh century.  In this poem we find the following line: ‘With Vandals I was and with Varni and with Vikings’ (emphasis added).  The name is spelled variously in the Old English poem, depending upon the case, as Wicingum and as Wicinga.   The Vikings are not found in Kessler's article on Widsith's list, however, perhaps because the term generally referred to Scandinavian pirates or raiders and was not employed as a name for any specific people, culture, or tribe.[footnoteRef:55]  [55:  P. Kessler and W. Dawson, “Widsith List: Minor Germanic Tribes,” The History Files https://www.historyfiles.co.uk/KingListsEurope/BarbarianWidsith.htm.] 

Anglo-Saxon Chronicle – The word seems to have been used in Old English through the 9th century, because the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle briefly mentions the story of Scandinavians, mostly Danes, settling in England in the reign of King Alfred (871-899). Catherine Hills notes that these groups are referred to as wicenga, once in an entry for 878 and in two other entries for 884.[footnoteRef:56] [56:  C. Hills, The Anglo-Saxon Invasion and the beginnings of the 'English,’  https://www.ourmigrationstory.org.uk/oms/anglo-saxon-migrations.] 

Historiarum Adversum Paganos Libri VII – Finally, there are also various pre-Viking attestations of wicing in the Anglo-Saxon translation ‒ dating from the time of King Alfred ‒ of Historiarum Adversum Paganos Libri VII written in the early 5th century by Paulo Orosius.[footnoteRef:57] [57:  Battaglia, “Identity,”288.] 

  Various theories have been offered as to the origin of this word, which first appeared on some Swedish runestones.  In Sweden there is a locality known since the Middle Ages as Vikingstad, and also a village called Viken, both of which are situated in the southern part of Sweden once known as Geatland. The latter is on the strait between Sweden and Denmark and may have been inhabited by a heterogeneous mixture of residents of various ethnicities.  There is also an historical Norwegian district named Víkin, adjacent to Sweden.  In addition, Coates points out a natural feature with a similar name: Viken, the great arm of the sea reaching from the Skagerrak up to Oslo.  Finally, he notes that a word wykeng is found in the Middle English calendar of patent rolls of Edward I (1281  1292) precisely in the sense ‘man from Viken’.[footnoteRef:58]   [58:  Coates, “Wicks,” 80. ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk56346467]In distinguishing the etymology of this word from that for the Roman word vicus, Coates states that ‘the Anglo-Saxons had an ancient word of their own which came to mean ‘pirate, marauder'; they may even have been accurately so called themselves when they left the coasts of Jutland and Angeln in the fifth century heading for Britain’.[footnoteRef:59] We need not address in this book the question of how the word came to acquire this meaning prior to its application to the clan called Wicken.  The claim here is just that, as Coates notes, OE w_cing antedates all known Scandinavian contacts in Britain.  Therefore, it is not restricted to referring to those who are presently called Vikings but could refer instead to members of the Wicken, thus supporting the conjectures of researchers such as Coates, Hills, and Battaglia concerning the very early origin and application of this ancient Anglo-Saxon name. [59:  Coates, “Wicks,” 80. ] 

Historical documents about the Anglo-Saxons have included references to a very large number of different Germanic tribes.  The index for Germanic Tribes in the History Files lists over 100 tribes.[footnoteRef:60]  Peter Kessler and Edward Dawson note that sixteen of the more obvious major tribes are mentioned in the medieval poem, Widsith, along with twenty-nine of the more obscure or minor tribes, and among the very minor tribes are four others that are linked to tribes that were recorded by Tacitus, Ptolemy, Jordanes, or other ancient authors.[footnoteRef:61]   The Wicken are not mentioned in any of these lists, nor are they included in those described by any of the Medieval authors, Gildas, Bede, or Nennius or mentioned in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.  However, if the Wicken were a small kinship group or clan, and if they were characterized as a heterogeneous group of vikings, they would not have been considered a tribe.  [60:  P. Kessler and E. Dawson, “Index: Kingdoms of Europe,” The History Files https://www.historyfiles.co.uk/MainListsEurope.htm#BarbarianEurope. ]  [61:  P. Kessler and W. Dawson, “Widsith List: Minor Germanic Tribes,” The History Files https://www.historyfiles.co.uk/KingListsEurope/BarbarianWidsith.htm.
] 

This etymology of Wicken as referring to a small group of early (pre- or proto-) vikings would thus address a number of significant issues:
1. the absence of the Wicken from any known tribal lists, since they were too small and ethnically heterogeneous to be considered a tribe;
2. the distinction of the Wicken name from that of the Angles, since they may have affiliated with, but not altogether identified as or absorbed into the tribe;
3. the similarity between place names derived from the Wicken and those derived from Roman vicus, Anglo-Saxon wic, Viking camping sites, and the Wych elm tree, since these names all may have derived from similar sources and may have been pronounced as homophones; and
4. the persistence of the Wicken, as indicated by the distribution and preservation of place names, since this kinship group was unique and independent, and had, perhaps, a reputation for aggression.
Coates notes that based upon this original root, the current form <Wicken> developed from a pair of Middle English analogical plural -forms, strong -es and weak -en, before the spread of northern -(e)s plural forms which accelerated during the thirteenth century. ‘They therefore fossilized at this time, i.e., they were no longer thought of or treated as semantically plural, and Wicken remains where it has become established.’[footnoteRef:62] Wicken subsequently appears in simplex and compound forms with various suffixes and variant spellings. Since most of the place names that derive from the clan have survived to date from Middle English as Wicken, the clan will be referred to here as such, except when they entered the Western Midlands, at which point the precise phonology and orthography of the name become salient issues.  [62:  Coates, Wicks, 102. 	] 

While the third of the meanings of the original clan’s name Wicken seems the most likely, they are all possible.  Each sense might appeal to a different audience, and each would appear to have some relevance to the striking persistence of the clan.  Moreover, it appears from the proliferation of place-names derived from the root word Wicken, that regardless of its origin, the persistence of this name over time, even amidst turbulent circumstances, makes it possible to trace the migration of the clan alongside other groups and as part of the Angle tribe.
The existence of the Wicken will be verified here on the basis of numerous place names that are clearly derived from the name of this group.  While alternative explanations have been offered for each of these names, the proliferation and patterning of names related to the Wicken constitute a preponderance of evidence for the existence of what has been a previously unknown clan for all but one historian, and he only mentions the Wicingas (Wicing or Wicken) once. Similar place names can be traced across the Continent and in Britain, so the group appears to be more permanent than is implied by calling them a band or a camp.  On the other hand, they may not have been large enough to be identified as a tribe, even a minor tribe. Early in their history, the Wicken may have been a small warrior band, perhaps growing into a kinship group living as nomads in a camp; and later they may have affiliated with a tribe such as the Angles. Then, after migrating across Britain, they may have joined with other groups and been recognized as a multi-ethnic tribe or a subtribe or client of a larger tribe.  However, for ease of reference until they become known as a tribe and are called by the name Hwicce, they will be designated as a clan.  
The Wicken as a Clan
A clan is a general term used by anthropologists to refer to a level of social organization common to many cultures but found especially in ancient and indigenous societies.  Clans consist of kinship groups that are typically larger than an extended family but smaller than a tribe.  They may join together into tribes, on the one hand, and they may also segment into sub-clans or lineages, on the other.    Clans are typically identified through names and symbols, and sometimes assume particular responsibilities with the tribe.  Clans are not generally known outside of a tribe, but within the tribe they are well-known and are usually associated with the locations where they settle.   For example, according to the outline of property law in the Navajo Digest, the American Indian tribe known as Navajo, have always occupied land in family units, using the land for subsistence. Families and subsistence residential units hold land in a form of communal ownership. They establish tenure by way of customary residence where there were traditional winter and summer sheep camps (Jordan, 2009). 
The extended families and residential units or clans within Germanic tribes such as the Angles may have had a similar communal relationship to the land where they customarily reside, particularly in traditional dens or transitory camps, which suggests why numerous place names may have been associated with a clan like the Wicken.
   Anglo-Saxon is a term that was rarely used by Anglo-Saxons themselves. It is likely they identified as Ængli, Seaxe or, more probably, a local or tribal name such as Mierce, Cantie, Gewisse, Westseaxe, or Norþanhymbre.  Moreover, the members of a clan would also have self-identified with and been known by their clan name, especially within the tribe.  Yet, although the Angles and Saxons settled various areas across Britain that were associated with the names of these large tribal groups, and although there are numerous small tribal groups whose names have survived in hamlets and villages, there is little analysis of which specific groups settled which specific parts of these different tribal areas.  The need for additional research such as to be presented here is readily apparent.
Place-name Tracing the Wicken Clan
According to the Key to English Place Names (2020), wīc (Old English) represents ‘A dwelling; a building or collection of buildings for special purposes; a farm, a dairy farm; a trading or industrial settlement; or (in the plural) a hamlet, village.’[footnoteRef:63] In general, the most common types of Anglo-Saxon place names which include the element /wick/ (or /wich/) position this element at the end of the name, using the suffixal form /-wick/, whereas tribal-derived names place the tribal name at the beginning as a prefixal form /wick-/.  This is because in Germanic languages, and thus in Old English and Old Norse, the substantive element is generally preceded by its modifier. Thus, Whichford (Warwickshire) could mean ‘the ford of the Hwicce’, while Fordwich (Kent) could mean ‘the village near the ford’.  Clearly, the former place name might be derived from a tribe (or clan), while the later might not. Therefore, this paper will not consider a place name to be derived from a tribal group like the Wicken unless the tribal name stands alone or precedes the word for a settlement, farm, or place.       	 [63:  Key to English Place Names, s.v. “Fordwich,” http://kepn.nottingham.ac.uk/. ] 

In the following analysis, the migration of the Wicken clan will be traced through place names that appear to follow historical movements of the Anglo-Saxons.  These migrations overlap with, but differ from, the three phases of the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain.  Starting with Bede, historians have often divided the settlement (or invasion or conquest) of Britain by the Anglo-Saxons into phases, such as the exploration and mercenary phase, the migration phase, and the establishment phase. However, for the purpose of tracing place names, as in this paper, it is more logical to analyze the process of settlement not in terms of different activities but in terms of different locations and to trace the migrations of tribes within these locations. This also means adding a new stage to the beginning of the process by describing migration and settlements of Anglo-Saxons which take place on the Continent.  This change represents a significant modification of the traditional model for studying the Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Britain, which typically begins with the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons in Britain.
This chapter has explained how the name of this clan might have originated, but who were the Wicken?  Did they actually exist?  If so, where did they first enter the historical record?  The next part of this book will describe the first settlements of the Wicken and follow the clan as they move across the Baltic, down to central Germany, then up to Angeln and eventually down and over to the Netherlands.  The trail then leads from the Continent to the Isle of Thanet in Britain, down through Kent into the Weald, from Canterbury to London and up past Cambridge to the Wash, then over to the East Midlands and finally to the Western Midlands.  The last part of the book will examine how the Wicken, after living close to, planning, and perhaps migrating together with the Iclingas, arrived in strategic locations in the Western Midlands, transformed their name and assimilated with the local tribes to become the Hwicce, and, finally, how the Hwicce established a Kingdom. 
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PART TWO
PLACE-NAME TRACING THE WICKEN

In the first part of this book, clues as to the origin of the Hwicce were described and analyzed.  One suggests that the tribe whose name became Hwicce was called Wicing as they arrived in the Western Midlands.  Existing attestations of the name appear to be formed from the name Wicken. The clues lead back through time and space, from the Western Midlands of Britain across to Kent and then over to the Continent of Europe.  The name Wicken may have been used to describe a heterogeneous clan of early vikings who affiliated with the Angles during the prehistory of the Germanic tribes.  So, aside from a name, what evidence is there that this clan actually existed?  Where did they come from, when did they affiliate with the Angles, and how did they migrate across the continent before crossing to Britain?  
The existence of the Wicken will be verified here on the basis of numerous places whose names derive from the name of this group.  While there may be alternative explanations for any one of these names, the proliferation and patterning of Wicken-based names that are proposed provide a preponderance of evidence that the tribal group was real. Similar place names can be found across the Continent and in Britain, so the group appears to be more permanent than is implied by calling them a band or a camp.  On the other hand, they may not have been large enough to be identified as a tribe, even a minor tribe. Therefore, at first, they may have been a small warrior band, perhaps growing into a kinship group while living as nomads in a camp; and later they may have affiliated with a tribe such as the Angles.  For the sake of simplicity, they will be referred to here as a clan. 
Anglo-Saxon Migrations – In order to understand the identity of Anglo-Saxon and other Germanic tribes who settled in Britain, it is important to back up and first to explore evidence for the origin and migration of these tribes on the Continent.  This is also an important part of the new model of migration proposed in this paper, for it helps to identify more clearly the role of clans like the Wicken in the settlement process.  The geographical movement of the Wicken on the Continent will be analyzed here in terms of three legs of their migration:  
1. The first leg of the Wicken migration will trace the possible movement of the clan from Scandinavia down through Poland to northern Austria and central Germany.
2. The second leg will trace the movement of the clan from central Germany north to Angeln on the Jutland (or Cimbric) Peninsula. 
3. The third leg will trace the movement of the Wicken from the Jutland Peninsula down and over to an island on the southern coast of the Netherlands.
The description of each leg of the migration will begin with a summary of the history of that stage of settlement, followed by description and analysis of the pattern of relevant place names.  The direction and goal of each migration and the sequencing and timing of the steps in each leg of the Wicken migration are derived from historical evidence regarding the movement and settlement of the Anglian tribe, while the place names themselves provide specificity regarding the location of temporary settlements of the clan during these migrations.  


Chapter 6. From Viken to Angeln

The Wicken are evidenced on the Continent by many place names but most commonly by compound names such as Wickendorf and Wickenburg.  There are also numerous individuals or families whose names derives from such place names.  For example, according to Guentner Ofner, founding president of Familia Austria, the Austrian Society for Genealogy and History (personal email message), there are nearly a dozen von Wickenburgs mentioned in German history databases, and according to the second clue described in Part I, Henry Wickenburg came to Arizona from an area near Essen, Germany, where his family worked a coal mine.  
Because of their prevalence on the Continent, these two names will be utilized as a geographical framework within which to explore the migration of the Wicken clan, although other Wicken-based names will also be listed.  We begin with dorf, which means a (rural) settlement in general, according to the German Language Wikipedia article on ‘Place Names’.  This name seems appropriate to begin with, insofar as the early locations of the Wicken might have been primarily in areas that were quite rural.
First leg of the Wicken migration (south from Viken)
This chapter will not delve into the ancient history of the Germanic tribes. It will begin toward the end of the first century AD when, according to Kessler and Dawson, many of the East Germanic tribes begin to migrate west from what is now Poland, led by the Goths. The migration could have been caused by pressure from the Baltic tribes, early segments of the later Old Prussians and Lithuanians who were expanding back into territory they had lost to the Germanic tribes earlier in the first century AD. It is likely that the Angles were part of the wide-ranging confederation of tribes formed by the Suevi in the second century AD, and gradually migrated west into central Germany.[footnoteRef:64] [64:  Kessler, P. and E. Dawson, “European Kingdoms: Germanic Tribes.” The History Files, https://www.historyfiles.co.uk/KingListsEurope/BarbarianGermanics.htm. ] 

Figure 5. Possible origin of the Wicken
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
The map in Figure 5 shows the path of a migration beginning in Viken, Geatland, one possible point of origin for a clan which would be called Wicken.  It follows them south across the Baltic Sea to the closest settlement where the name Wicken has survived in the compound name Wickendorf. This path finishes as they arrive and spread out to reach many places which retain Wicken as the root of their names in territory of the Angle tribe in central Germany. The Wicken may have acquired their name from the name of the place from which they first migrated.  It could have acquired an association with pirates and marauders by then, but the steady progression of the clan into central Europe and the evidence of their relatively permanent settlements and their gradual affiliation with the Angles suggests that their motivation was not like that of the Vikings who terrorized northern Europe at the beginning of the 8th century.  Therefore, the Wicken are perhaps best described as pre-vikings, perhaps a warrior band whose motivations included adventure but also exploration and migration rather than marauding, which would have made a description of the Wicken as proto-vikings more appropriate. 
Wickendorf is reported in the German Language Wikipedia (accessed in June 2020), to be the name of five locations where the larger city or town within which Wickendorf was a village or district is given parenthetically.  Two of these locations are part of the first migration.  Information on these locations is provided from the Swedish Language Wikipedia and the German Language Wikipedia:
Viken – Viken (Vík or Víkin in Old Norse) was the historical name for an area of Scandinavia that originally surrounded the Oslofjord and included the coast of Bohuslän. During the Viking Age, Viken was the northernmost Danish province and was defined as the strait running between Norway and the southwest coast of Sweden and the Jutland peninsula of Denmark. Viken is also the name of a village situated in Höganäs Municipality in Skåne County, Sweden, as shown on the map in Figure 5. In Old Norse, [v] was pronounced as [w], so /Viken/ was most likely pronounced as /Wiken/. 
Wickendorf (Witków) – Wickendorf is a village in the Gmina Jaworzyna Śląska (German for royal tent ) in the powiat Świdnicki in the Lower Silesian Voivodeship in south-western Poland.  The Wicken may have traveled across the Baltic Sea and up the Oder River, which is 25 miles from Witkow. In 1392 the place appears in a document as Wittchindorff. According to Wikipedia, Wickendorf was founded in the course of the Eastern colonization of German settlers. If so, it may not be the first evidence of the Wicken, although the clan must have passed close by Witkow as they migrated from Scandinavia down to Germany.[footnoteRef:65]   [65:  Wikipedia, s.v. “Wickendorf,” https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wickendorf.
] 

Wickendorf (Wolfern) – Wickendorf  is a place near Wolfern, Steyr-Land, in upper Austria. The history of the town appears to be quite ancient.  So, this location may be one of the first places in central Germany where the clan settled and where it was known as the Wicken. 















Figure 6. Migration toward Angeln
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps

Second leg of the Wicken migration (north toward Angeln)
The second leg of the migration of the Wicken traces their movement northward toward Angeln.  Angeln is now a small peninsula within the larger Jutland (Cimbric) Peninsula in the region of Southern Schleswig, which constitutes the northern part of the northernmost German federal state of Schleswig-Holstein, protruding into the Bay of Kiel in the Baltic Sea. Originally it may have encompassed a larger area to the southeast, as shown in Figure 7.  
Beginning around 270 AD, there were large-scale population movements in northern Europe, including the movement of the Huns, who swept into Europe from the Asiatic steppes in the latter half of the fourth century.  Kessler and Dawson believe it is probable that these movements forced the Angles and Jutes to move northwards into the Cimbric Peninsula, where they began to settle.  By the end of the fourth century they had settled in modern central Denmark, replacing the Germanic Cimbri and Teutones who had existed there in diminished numbers since before the first century BC.[footnoteRef:66]  [66:  P. Kessler and E. Dawson, “Germanic Tribes.”] 

The region gradually gained the name of the new settlers, becoming Angeln, Angel, or Angulus. By the fifth century, this region covered the territory between the River Eider in the south (now in Schleswig-Holstein), bordering the Old Saxons, to the River Kongeaen in the north, bordering the Jutes.  Angle settlement also extended further southwards into Germany and along the Frisian coast of the Netherlands.  The Angles were still part of the general Suevi confederation of central Germany throughout much of the Roman period. King Alfred of Wessex was careful to note this himself, suggesting a wide-ranging area of settlement of the Angles, and a relatively large population.[footnoteRef:67]  [67:  P. Kessler and E. Dawson, “Germanic Tribes.”] 

According to the Anglo-Saxon history described above, the Angles may initially have migrated down into central Germany and Austria.  There they prospered, grew in numbers, and settled in various locations under different Wicken-based names throughout the region. Then, under pressure from tribes invading from the east, they moved slowly to the north until they located on the Jutland Peninsula.  The locations of the Wickendorfs on the map in Figure 6 above indicate the second leg of this possible migration. They include the following:
Wickendorf (Wolfern) – Wickendorf is a place near Wolfern, a market town with 3,163 inhabitants (as of 1 January 2019) in Upper Austria in the district of Steyr-Land in Traunviertel . The competent judicial district is Steyr . The colonization of this area goes back far into the dark past, as finds of whole stone axes and flat axes from the Stone Age report. But in 777 we find the first documentary mention of this area in connection with the Bavarian Duke Tassilo III. The Kremsmünster Abbey, founded by the Duke, donated the forest between Dietach and Sierning.  In 871 Emperor Charlemagne confirmed this donation. 
Wickendorf (Teuschnitz) – Wickendorf is a rural village of the city Teuschnitz in the district of Kronach which lies in the valley Frankenwald in Bavaria (southern Germany). Through the town flows the Teuschnitz, a river which flows at Wilhelmsthal - Gifting in the Kremnitz . The first appointment of the village was on July 18, 1361.
Wickendorf (Probstzella) – Wickendorf is a hamlet of the municipality Probstzella in the district of Saalfeld-Rudolstadt in Thuringia, central Germany, located east of the road from Großgeschwenda to Lichtentanne.  On March 19, 1454 the hamlet was first mentioned in a document.
Wickendorf (Schwerin) – Wickendorf is the northernmost district of the city of Schwerin, which is the capital of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. It is located 17 miles south of Wismar, on the Baltic Sea, and 120 miles west of Brunsbuttel, on the North Sea. Schwerin was first mentioned in 1018 as Wendenburg and received city rights in 1164, granted by Henry the Lion . This makes it the oldest city in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern today.  
  The dates when these settlements were first mentioned, include the 8th Century - Wolfern , 14th Century - Witkow , 14th Century - Teuschnitz , 15th Century - Probstzella , 11th Century - Schwerin.  Unfortunately, these dates do not tell us much. First, the dates relate to larger settlements of which Wickendorf was a part.  These larger settlements may have been established much later than the Wickendorfs. Second, the Anglo-Saxon settlements were most likely established in the first four centuries of the millennium and certainly by the middle of the fifth, when members of these tribes began to migrate to Britain.  So written documentation of these Wickendorfs clearly lagged the actual settlements by at least three centuries.
Growth of the Wicken (in Bavaria and Thuringia)
The village of Wickendorf in city of Teuschnitz is located in Bavaria and the hamlet of Wickendorf in the district of Probstzella in Thuringia is just north of Bavaria, so these settlements are likely near the area into which the Wicken first expanded, growing both in terms of the area where they settled and, perhaps, in the size of their population.   Evidence of the growth of the Wicken in this general location is provided by additional place names in Bavaria that may have been derived from Wicken.  These nine names were identified using Google Maps for Bavaria, and they include the following:
Wickenhof is a now vanished hamlet near Kirn, a town in the Bad Kreuznach district in  Kreuznach Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany. The town of Kirn can look back on a very long history.  On 20 May 841, Kirn had its first historical mention in a document from Fulda Abbey. Archaeological finds from Celtic and Roman times (the remnants of a villa rustica were unearthed in the part of town known as Über Nahe), however, point to a considerably greater age than that.                                                                                                                           
Wickenreuth is one of 76 districts in the town of Kulmbach, which is located in the Upper Franconian district of Kulmbach and the seat of the district office. It is located on the Main , about 20 km north of Bayreuth.
Wickenricht is a village in the town of Vilseck, which is located in the Upper Palatinate district of Amberg-Sulzbach.
Wickenrodt is located in the Hunsrück on a plateau above the Hahnenbach valley between Idar-Oberstein and Rhaunen . The place was first mentioned in 961 as "Uuickenrodero" in the Nahegau .  The population in 1815 was 162, so the village was small.
Wickenrodt in Ortsgemeinde – is a municipality belonging to a Verbandsgemeinde, a kind of collective municipality – in the Birkenfelddistrict in Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany. It belongs to the Verbandsgemeinde Herrstein-Rhaunen, whose seat is in Herrstein.
Wickersdorf is village in Regen, which is a town in Bavaria, Germany, and the district town of the district of Regen.
Wicklesgreuth (colloquially: Graid ) is a district of the municipality Petersaurach in the Ansbach district in Middle Franconia.  
Wickery and Zwicklod were also identified as hamlets in Bavaria, but no further details are available.  
Northern Movement of the Wicken to Schwerin near to Angeln
The last Wickendorf, shown at the top of Figure 5, is situated in Schwerin, in Mecklenberg, the northernmost district of Germany. As the Germanic tribes were pushed to the west and then north by the Huns, the Wicken may have moved from the location in Upper Austria northward through Bavaria and Germany into Northern Germany.  This location is 127 miles south of the town of Schleswig, which is the largest city of Angeln/Angel, the area thought to have been settled by the Angle tribe. 
Figure 7. Wickendorf in Schwerin
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
As shown in Figure 7, the Saxons were known to reside south of the river Eider, so the Angles may have occupied territory as far to the southeast as Schwerin.[footnoteRef:68] The Wicken in Schwerin were certainly near the edge of the Anglian territory, perhaps bordering territory occupied by other tribes.  Of course, it is also possible that some Wicken may have settled in previously named towns closer to Schleswig.  As a collectivity, the Angles apparently settled here for a while.  If Schwerin was the northernmost location of any Wicken-related place name, then perhaps it indicates the location of the Wicken prior to their migration south and eastward in preparation for crossing to Britain. [68:  P. Kessler and E. Dawson, “Angles,” The History Files https://www.historyfiles.co.uk/KingListsEurope/ScandinaviaAngeln.htm.] 

 This may also indicate something significant about the Wicken clan that appears to be related to their persistence, namely that the Wicken clan often appears to locate somewhere between the Angles (usually to the north of the Wicken) and the Saxons (usually to the southwest of the Wicken), as well as other tribes, such as the Slavs to the east here in Europe, and the Jutes and Britons after crossing the Channel.  Of course, the Angles and Saxons crossed over to Britain and occupied areas to the north and south, respectively, which may have resulted from each tribe taking the shortest route across the sea to the island of Britain.  Each of these tribes appears to have settled along the closest shoreline or to have moved inland along the closest river.  While the Wicken may have been affiliated with one or the other of these tribes, place-name evidence suggests that throughout their migrations, they maintained their identity as a clan distinct from, but close to, both the Angles and the Saxons.
 It should also be noted that the Danes and other Scandinavian tribes are thought to have occupied territory along the Baltic Sea (the portion known as the Bay of Kiel) which begins to the southeast of the Angles.  The Wicken may thus have been located adjacent to the Southern Danes, and therefore have been especially familiar with their sea-faring culture and their oral legends (which were referenced in the Old English epic poems, such as Beowulf).  Some Wicken may originally have been Geats, like Beowulf himself, and some Wicken warriors may even have been a part of the original explorations of the Danes across the Bay of Kiel, around the Jutland peninsula, and down the coast of the North Sea to the Frisian islands.















[image: ]Figure 8. Migration routes to Britain by sea
Source: Mbartelsm, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Third leg of the Wicken migration (to the Netherlands)
According to Kessler and Dawson, 
the Angles were part of the general Suevi confederation of central Germany throughout much of the Roman period. By the fifth century, population movements caused mainly by the Huns in the south and Scandinavian expansion in the north forced the Angles to migrate overseas... to Britain.[footnoteRef:69]  [69:  P. Kessler and E. Dawson, “Angles.”] 


The map in Figure 8 shows where the Angles were located prior to their migration to Britain.  According to Blair, ‘the evidence of Widsith combined with that of Tacitus, Bede and Alfred, justifies the belief that the English lived in the southern part of the Jutland peninsula before they migrated to Britain.’[footnoteRef:70] The Saxons were thought to be situated south of the river Eider, while the Jutes may have been located north of the Angles before they moved further south to the Frankish Rhineland.  While the general location of the Germanic tribes on the map is not incorrect, the arrows on this map are somewhat misleading. As Fisher points out, rowing a small boat on the open sea would have been dangerous, so tribal members would have stuck as close as possible to land.[footnoteRef:71] Crossing in small, open boats, few tribal groups, except perhaps for warrior bands, would have ventured out and across the North Sea, as this graphic shows.  In particular, it is perhaps because of the distance between the Jutes on the north end of the peninsula, and the coast of Britain that they made their way down the coast and over to the southeastern part of the island, settling in what became known as Kent, to the south of both the Angles and the Saxons.   [70:  P. H. Blair, Anglo-Saxon England: An Introduction (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 9. ]  [71:  D. J. V. Fisher, The Anglo-Saxon Age: c. 400-1042, (New York: Barnes and Noble, Inc.).
] 

Although some Angles probably worked their way down the North Sea coast, or down the Elbe or other rivers to the Coast and then south, others might have traveled up around the Jutland peninsula from the east and then south along the Frisian coast to the territory of the Franks before crossing the Channel, which at that point is approximately 20 miles wide. However, while the first small groups of warriors who ventured across the Britain, perhaps as adventurers or to serve as mercenaries, might have come along the coast in small boats before crossing, once they sent word back for their colleagues and families to follow, any larger groups that included women, children and elderly must have traveled down from the Jutland peninsula by foot (with their possessions and animals), passing the Saxons and Frisians to West before cutting to the east and arriving at the coast, just north of the Franks.  From there they would have traveled the shortest distance possible in a series of crossings by boat. So, even if the arrows on the map in Figure 8 are redirected to show routes that hug the shore before crossing to Britain, the map still raises a question as to whether this is actually how most of the members of the Germanic tribes actually crossed to Britain. How did they get to the coast and from where did they cross? Perhaps the Wicken migration will shed some light on these questions.
Wicken Place Names – Migration to the Netherlands
For this portion of the migration of the Wicken clan, a different name will be used as a framework for the narrative. Most of the place names which add the description berg or burg trace a different route from the one found by following the Wickendorfs. This route appears to follow a path that may have been taken by the Wicken as they migrated from near the Jutland peninsula down to a place from which they could cross to Britain.  In German, berg means a settlement on a hill or on a mountain, while burg means a hill, fortified settlement, or in early medieval terms, also a city.[footnoteRef:72] [72:  Wiktionary, s.v. “berg,” https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Berg.  ] 

As compared with places named Wickendorf, which could indicate a rural village, a Wickenberg might be expected to be in more mountainous terrain and a Wickenburg might be in boundary areas between cultures where one or another group might want to fortify the location.  Compared to the first leg of the Wicken migration, this second leg, if it were in response to a call from fellow Wicken and other Angles already in Britain, may have (a) occurred somewhat later in time when rural areas were already fairly settled, (b) followed boundaries between various other tribes which were contested and therefore fortified over time and (c) kept to trails along the high ground and ridge lines between more settled areas.   Further research is needed to determine why these different names appear to be associated with different legs of the migration and whether there are other Wicken place names on the Continent which would tell a different or more complicated story.










Figure 9. Possible migration to the Netherlands
[image: ] 
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
The map in Figure 9, describes places named Wickenberg (or Wickenburg, or related) as follows:
Wieckenberg (Wietze) – Wieckenberg is a district of the municipality Wietze in the Lower Saxony district of Celle, in the eastern center of Lower Saxony, Germany
Wicken-Berg (Seegebiet Mansfelder Land) – Wicken-Berg is a municipality of Seegebiet Mansfelder Land in Saxony-Anhalt, Germany. 
Wickenberg (Amoneburg) – Wickenberg is a settlement in Amöneburg, a town in the Marburg-Biedenkopf district in Hesse, Germany. It lies on a mountain and is built around the castle of the same name, Burg Amöneburg. 
Wickenburg (Eindhoven) – Wickenburg is a settlement in Eindhoven, the fifth-largest city and a municipality of the Netherlands, located in the south of the country. Eindhoven was originally located at the confluence of the Dommel and Gender. 
Wickenburg (Vlissingen) – Wickenburg is a settlement in Vlissingen in the southwestern Netherlands on the former island of Walcheren that came into existence at the estuary of the Schelde around AD 620. It is now the third-most important port of the Netherlands. 
Stops Along the Way – Apparently the Germanic tribes began to seek better land for raising pigs, sheep, cattle, and crops than what they found on the Jutland Peninsula.  There may have been flooding of their land due to rising sea levels caused by climate change as well as a significant drought in the region at this time.  Also, there may have been pressure from the Huns, and, of course, the historical evidence describes a call from Anglo-Saxon mercenaries for their family and friends to come join them in Kent.  Place-name evidence related to Wickenberg as shown on the map above, suggests that most of the Wicken may have traveled south by an inland route, skirting around territory settled by other tribes, and then turned west to the coast at the lower end of what is now the Netherlands.  From there they may have responded to calls from the British, from the first Anglo-Saxons to venture to Britain, or even from other adventurous Wicken, to join them in what would soon be known as Angle land.  
	There may be other places under different Wicken names related to this leg of the migration, but it turns out that all but one of these appear to be logical places for the Wicken to stop and camp or settle for a while, especially since they were traveling with children, women, older kinsfolk, all their belongings and perhaps even some animals.  However, considering that they were on their way at this time to Britain, the clan may not have camped for more than a few months at each location to rest, reprovision, and regroup.  These camps must have been fairly large and well-fortified and located in previously unpopulated but attractive areas for the places to have remained intact and their names to have survived. It is also possible that Wicken continued to use these places as way-stations during a continuous, prolonged process of migration as described by Halwall.[footnoteRef:73] [73:  ] 

First Stop: Weickenberg is 130 miles southeast of Schwerin.  It would take about a week for a kinship group to walk, and if they were starting out, they may have needed to settle for a while, to wait for other Wicken to join them and to recover from the journey. This route would take the Wicken past the Saxons to the west.
Wrong Stop: Wicken-Berg, Seegebiet Mansfelder Land is 140 miles southeast from Weickenberg – but not in the desired direction!  It is actually directly in line with the first leg of the Wicken migration northwest from Wickendorf in Probstzella.  Unless the Wicken ran into other tribes as they moved south from Weickenberg and had to deviate to the southeast, this location, despite the difference in name, should be considered part of that first leg, the original route north from central Germany up to Wickendorf in Schwerin. 
Figure 10. Corrected migration toward Angeln
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
As part of the first leg, Wicken-Berg is located on the exact route taken by the Wicken on their way north toward Angeln, and it is 100 miles from Probstzella, just the right distance for another stop along the way.  Figure 10 shows the corrected route to the Netherlands.
Second Stop: Wickenberg, Amoneburg is about 180 miles southeast of Weickenberg, and which would be in the desired direction of the clan, as indicated in Figure 11. It would continue to take them past the Saxons and then past the Frisians, who were also located along the coast to the west.  This would be another march of a week or more, so it seems logical as a place to settle again for a while.
Second Stop: Wickenberg, Amoneburg is about 180 miles southeast of Weickenberg, and which would be in the desired direction of the clan. It would continue to take them past the Saxons and then past the Frisians, who were also located along the coast to the west.  This would be another march of a week or more, so it seems logical as a place to settle again for a while.
Figure 11. Probable migration to the Netherlands
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
Third Stop: Wickenburg, Eindhoven is about 220 miles and almost directly east from Wickenberg in Amoneburg.  It represents an abrupt and major move to the east, toward Britain.  Moreover, it is situated in the Netherlands, only 100 miles from Wickenburg, Vlissingen, their final destination on this third leg of the Migration.  It would take several weeks for the clan to move here, so it is again a logical place to rest, recuperate and recharge for the final step on this leg of the Migration.  Having past the Frisians to the west, this route would take the Wicken between the territories of the Frisians, now to the north, and the Franks to the south, allowing for safe access for the clan to the channel and from there to Britain.
[bookmark: _Hlk69999632]Final Stop: Wickenburg, Vlissingen.  Vlissingen in the Netherlands is on an island in a harbor on the North Sea coast.  It is180 miles distant from Dover in Kent, England, assuming that the clan traveled south to Bruges in Belgium, then past Dunkirk and on to Calais in France, and then 21 miles across the Channel to Dover and then fifteen miles up the coast by land or by sea to Ebbsfleet.  Of course, the clan may have loaded onto small boats and launched right from Vlissingen, travelled 75 miles by sea down the coast to Dunkirk and crossed the 41 miles from there to Dover by sea, or if the sea was calm enough, crossed 60 miles from there to land directly on at Ebbsfleet on the southern shore the island of Thanet. 
To summarize the evidence reviewed in this chapter, the fact that the Wicken are not included in any of the multiple lists of Germanic tribes suggests that they may have been viewed and named as early Vikings, a heterogeneous band of Scandinavian warriors who proceeded the much larger wave of Vikings which crashed over northern Europe around the turn of the 8th century.  The Wicken place names located on the Continent were traced to suggest a possible origin of the clan and affiliation with the Angles.  They are used in this chapter to map two subsequent legs of their migration.   The Wicken are first tracked as they moved in stages from central Germany up to the Jutland Peninsula, where historians believe the Angles relocated under pressure from the Huns.  This first leg of the Wicken migration depends upon but also provides support for this history and suggests that the Wicken clan was affiliated with the Angle tribe.   
The Wicken are then tracked from Jutland down to the southern coast, as they prepared to join other Germanic tribal groups by crossing over to Britain in search of better living and farming conditions.  While most maps show the Angles traveling by sea down and over to that part of Britain that became known as East Anglia, place-name evidence suggests that the Wicken traveled south by land and then across the sea to Kent.  Various stages of the journey were marked by large camps, some of which gave rise to place names derived from the name of the clan.  The persistence and pattern of these place names suggest that the migration, as noted by more recent historians such as Halsall, must have taken place over a number of years.[footnoteRef:74]  The placement of these settlements also suggests that they may have been used as way-stations for a continuous process of migration involving not just an initial band of warriors but subsequent groups of women, children, and elders along with their animals. [74:  Halsall, Worlds, p.249.
] 

By focusing upon the origin, settlements, and migration of an Anglo clan on the Continent, it is now possible to foresee the arrival of a previously unknown group of Angles in Britain.  By tracing the migration and settlements of this group prior to the Adventus Saxonum, as Gildas called the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons on the shores of Britain, this new model for studying the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain has not only provided supporting detail and supplementary evidence for the origin of the Angle tribe but has also prepared the way for tracing settlements and tracking members of an individual tribal clan as they arrive and move across the landscape of Britain.

Chapter 7. From the Netherlands to the Isle of Thanet

The place-name evidence traced in the previous chapter indicates that the Wicken followed other Germanic tribes as they migrated north and ended up settling in an area that is now the northernmost district of Schwerin, the present capitol of the German state of Mecklenburg. The Wicken were probably first affiliated with the Angles in central Germany and then appear to have migrated north with the tribe toward Angeln.  The settlement bearing their name is southeast of Angeln, so if the Wicken did not also settle in previously named locations further up in the Anglian homeland, and even if the Anglian territory did extended far enough to include land to the southeast such as Wickendorf, this location might indicate the looseness of their tribal affiliation. Later, the Wicken migrated from Angeln down to the coast of the Netherlands before crossing to Britain. 
The westernmost settlement of the Wicken on the Continent is at Wickenberg, part of Vlissingen on the former island of Walcheren in the Netherlands.  This location is 180 miles from Dover in Kent, England, which indicates that the Wicken may have continued south by land and then crossed at some relatively narrow spot along what is now the Dover Strait. For example, from Calais in France, Dover is only 21 miles across the Strait and can be seen on a clear day.  The Wicken might then have walked about 15 miles up the coast to Thanet.  However, the clan may also have loaded onto small boats and launched right from Vlissingen, travelled 75 miles by sea down the coast to Dunkirk and crossed the 41 miles from there to Dover by sea and then continued up to the Isle of Thanet.  Finally, if the sea was calm enough, some Wicken might have crossed 60 miles from Dunkirk to land directly at Ebbsfleet on the southern shore the island of Thanet.  There is no reason to suppose that the Wicken all crossed at the same time and in the same way.  As long as they had a plan as to where they would gather once they were across, they may have come over in several waves, depending upon how many Wicken were living in Vlissingen, how many boats were available and how large they were.  They may even have sent across an initial group to scout out possible landing sites, while the others waited to receive word back about where and when to cross.   
In spite of the arrows in Figure 8 and in contrast to other Anglian clans whose warrior bands apparently crossed the North Sea and landed on what would become East Anglia, Wickenberg place names on the Continent provide evidence that the Wicken clan headed on foot to the south.  They appear to have skirted lands occupied by other tribes and then migrated over to the coast, putting them in a position to cross to the Isle of Thanet, the nearest point of land in Britain. Traveling by land and making regular stops to recover and reprovision indicates that the Wicken may have travelled with women, children, elders, and animals.  It also suggests that they might be travelling in a fairly large group, in which case they might have needed to made a series of crossings in order to transport all the travelers and their belongings across the strait to Britain.
Nevertheless, arriving on the Isle places them in the company of such historic figures as Julius Caesar, who landed there with his soldiers around 55 BC; Hengist and Horsa, legendary brothers who landed there with the formulaic number of three ships sometime around 449 AD; and St. Augustine of Canterbury, who landed there with a large number of bishops in 657 AD.  However, in light of the many Franks, Jutes, and Frisians as well as other Angles and Saxons who over the years must have landed at that same spot before making their way inland, it seems unlikely that there would be any evidence of the Wicken, who may have made landfall near the Isle of Thanet around 450 AD, give or take a few years. Nevertheless, evidence is crucial in order to confirm the conjecture that they crossed the Strait of Dover and landed on Thanet and to answer the central question of this chapter: Where did the Wicken first settle in Britain?  
Anglo-Saxon History
Following the account of historian Peter Hunter Blair, the first phase of the settlement of Britain by Germanic tribes covers their arrival, service as mercenaries for Vortigern, and settlement on Thanet.[footnoteRef:75]  This phase begins when Roman rule of Britain ended in 410 CE.   Blair cites numerous sources to document that after decades in which the Romans and then the Britons fought to defend Britain from attacks by the Celts (Pics and Scots) from the north as well as the Germanic tribes (generally referred to as Saxons) from the Continent across to the "Saxon Shore" in the east, the British requested assistance from the Roman Emperor Honorius.  Honorius wrote back that the local civitates should defend themselves as best they could.[footnoteRef:76]  According to another historian, Peter Ackroyd, in 430 the British leader Vortigern called in Saxon mercenaries to help with their defense.  Numerous boatloads (“keels”) arrived, some of which are known to have landed at Ebbsfleet on the Isle of Thanet.  The most significant elements were stationed in Kent and were given the island of Thanet. The defense was successful, but the British then reneged on their agreement to support the Saxon federates, causing them to revolt.  In the course of the insurgency, they sent out a call to their compatriots telling them to come and settle here, and that they would master the natives.[footnoteRef:77] [75:  More recent scholars such as Guy Halsall have argued that Vortigern has been confused with another British leader named Magnus Maximus, that it was he who invited the Anglo-Saxons to Britain, and that this occurred in the previous century.  The outline of events, however, has not changed. Moreover, the techniques of micro-level and retrospective tracing support the current opposition to a teleological and top-down approach. So, the history and participants described here are taken from historians who utilize the original sources, and critiques are noted where relevant.  ]  [76:  Blair, England, 2]  [77:  Peter Ackroyd, Foundation: The History of England from its Earliest Beginnings to the Tudors (New York: St. Martin’s Press), 46-47.
] 

Figure 12. Arrival of Wicken on Thanet
[image: ]
Source: Jackson 2019.  KentLive, Reach Plc. © 2019. Modified by Wickenden
Thanet was a small island, measuring approximately 5 miles from north to south and 10 miles from the eastern shore to the Wantsum Channel in the west and therefore comprising approximately 50 square miles.  As shown in Figure 12, the Wantsum was originally a navigable river which stood between Kent and Thanet. Fed by the River Stour, with its tributaries the Greater Stour and the Lesser Stour, it measured up to two miles wide.  As a potential entry-point to Britain from the Thames Estuary to the north or the Channel to the south, the Wantsum might be used either to cut off and capture the Isle of Thanet or to begin an invasion of the important town of Canterbury.  Its significance for the defense of Kent was such that the Romans built fortifications at Reculver in the north and at Richborough in the south to guard the two entrances.  
Wicken-Related Place Names – The Migration to Thanet
From an examination of maps of Thanet and histories of Kent, it is apparent that there are several place names which suggest that the Wicken migrated to and settled near Thanet during this first phase of the Anglo-Saxon settlement.  In particular, an unusual spatial cluster of places along a branch of the River Stour just to the west of Thanet appear to have names that derive from the Wicken.  There is also a reference to the Wicken in the name of an establishment in an ancient town on the eastern coast of Thanet.
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
A Cluster of Place-Names near Thanet – On current maps of northeastern Kent, there is a geographical cluster of places which stands out because of the similarity of the names and the proximity of the places.  The cluster is situated just across the Wantsum Channel from Thanet.  It is also close to the Stour River, which flows into the Wantsum, and whose larger branch leads inland past the port of Fordwich to Canterbury.  The five names that are clustered in this location provide possible evidence that the Wicken may have settled in this region after crossing from the Continent, especially in the absence of other convincing explanations.   These place names are Wingham, Wingham Well, Wingham Green, Ickham and Wickhambreux. Wickhambreux is about half a mile north on Wickham Road and Wingham Lane and across the Little Stour (River) and the Black Hole Dike (Creek) from Ickham.  Ickham, in turn, is about two miles north on Wingham Lane and across the Wingham River from Wingham.  Wingham Well and a Wingham Green are a short walk west from Wingham.  Because Wingham is predominant among these names, this group of places will be referred to here as the Wingham Cluster.  
This cluster of settlements appears to constitute a dispersed or scattered settlement whose morphology is the result of historical factors related to the arrival of the Wicken, a large group who might have landed in several waves and settled in several places, one after the other as they arrived, each one accessible by boat and located close to each other. All but one of these places appear to be ancient, but historical explanations differ, and the exact etymology of their names is not certain.
Wingham.  This place is a village and civil parish in the Dover District of Kent, England. It is on the ancient coastal road from Richborough to London, close to Canterbury. It has existed since the Stone Age, but only became established as a village in the Roman era.  In the year 836, the Manor of Wingham was given to Christ Church by Athelstan, who was the king of Kent. The place name is recorded as Uuigincggaham in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles of 834 A.D., and as Wuungham a century later.  It was recorded as Winganham in 946 and Wingehame in the Domesday Book.[footnoteRef:78] According to Hasted, [78:  Clive Martin Webb, Nonington and the Manor of Wingham. http://www.nonington.org.uk/the-manor-of-wingham/] 

The Manor of Wingham was part of the ancient possessions of the see of Canterbury, given to it in the early period of the Saxon heptarchy, but being torn from it during the troubles of those times, it was restored to the church in the year 941, by king Edmund, his brother Eadred, and Edwin that king's son. Accordingly, it is thus entered, under the general title of the archbishop's possessions, taken in the survey of Domesday: ‘In the lath of Estrei, in Wingeham hundred, the archbishop himself holds Wingeham in demesne.’[footnoteRef:79] [79:  Edward Hasted, s.v. "Parishes: Wingham," in The History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent: Volume 9, (Canterbury: W Bristow) 224-241. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-kent/vol9/.] 

Wingham was thus the administrative center of the hundred (a unit of English government intermediate between village and shire) of Wingham, which included Fleet.  
Wingham Green and Wingham Well.  These places are smaller areas down a lane from Wingham and are most likely named for the village of Wingham itself.  Wingham Well is on the oldest Ordinance Survey maps, and it may refer to the location of a well utilized by the Romans living in Wingham to draw water. Wingham Green may have been added later as the area was developed.  There are also natural and man-made features in the area with similar names, such as Wingham Road, Wingham Lane, Wingham Well Lane and Wingham River.  
Ickham. This small place consists of farm buildings located on a path between Wingham and Wickhambreaux.  Information from Hasted includes the following:
In the year 791, Offa, king of Mercia, gave to Christ Church, in Canterbury, fifteen plough-lands, some of which were in Ickham.  In 958 this grant was increased by Athelward. In the Domesday book, the Anglo-Saxon manor was in the possession of the Archbishop of Canterbury and was called both Hickham and Gecham, and in other ancient records Yeckham.[footnoteRef:80] [80:  Hasted, s.v. "Parishes: Ickham."] 

Wickhambreaux.  According to Halsted, this hamlet was usually called Wickham Brook from its situation near the banks of the river or Wickham by Wingham, to distinguish it from the two other parishes of the same name in the county. In the Domesday Book the village is referred to as Wicheham. The suffix breux was added later, referring to the de Breuhouse manor.[footnoteRef:81] Margaret Gelling includes the following information in her analysis of twenty-eight place names based on wicham:  [81:  Hasted, s.v. “Parishes: Wickham Breaus.”] 

Wickhambreaux: parish and village, E. of Canterbury, O.S. map 173. A short distance N. of the supposed line of Margary IO. Mentioned in a charter of 948 (BCS 869) as Wic ham. RB map marks a 'substantial building' E. of Ickham, immediately across the Little Stour from Wickhambreux, and DA map marks an inhumation cemetery about I mile N. There is a wheel-made stamped Frankish pot from Wickhambreux in the Royal Museum, Canterbury (R.M. 4297), which suggests occupation in the 6th or 7th century.[footnoteRef:82] [82:  M. Gelling, “English place-names derived from the compound w_c-h_m,” Medieval Archaeology, 11, 87–104, at 91.] 

All the suffixes of these names include ham, which serves to identify the locations as small villages or hamlets.  Significantly, each of the prefixes could be a variant spelling of Wicing or Wick.  Moreover, the clustering of these five names might be evidence that the Wicken settled in this area shortly after crossing from the Continent, since this pattern is unusual and strongly suggests a corresponding clustering of the people from whom the names are derived.   After departing from Wickenburg in the municipality of Vlissingen, located in the southwestern Netherlands on the former island of Walcheren, the Wicken might have travelled approximately 60 miles down around Dunkirk or Calais and then over to Britain, landing across from Thanet via the Wantsum Channel and the Little Stour or Wingham rivers. Once some Wicken had arrived, they may have settling in one location and as other Wicken crossed to join them, they gradually spread out to other locations nearby. 
 Settlement by the Wicken sometime after the initial granting of Thanet by Vortigern is likely, given the time it would have taken for this information to reach Angeln and for the clan to migrate from there to the coast of the Netherlands.  If a substantial number of Wicken crossed to settle in this new land, perhaps in several boatloads and in several crossings, it might be expected that they would establish several settlements in close proximity to each other. It would follow that the names of these close settlements of Wicken would be similar, each including some form of the name Wicken, perhaps in its singular or shortened prefixal form of Wick.  Alternative explanations for these names, as described below, are not entirely convincing.
All of these names are so similar to Wickham, that it is tempting to believe that this name was originally applied as an appellation for all these places. In her study of this name Margaret Gelling concludes that “in the earliest period at which English place-names arose there was a type of settlement called a wicham, which occurred close to Roman roads and usually near small Romano-British settlements, and which derived its name from a connection with the vici of Roman Britain.”[footnoteRef:83]  According to Coates, there is a broad consensus with her finding that the toponym Wickham indicates the visibility of significant Roman features (such as a vicus) in the early Anglo-Saxon landscape, close proximity to a Roman road, and a relationship to medieval and modern administrative geography.[footnoteRef:84]  However, while each of the names in the Wingham Cluster is similar to Wickham, it seems unlikely that more than one of these neighboring settlements located so close to each other would have been a Roman settlement.  One administrative center would have served the need without being co-located with others. Moreover, only one of these names was originally spelled <Wic ham>.  So, if they were not all originally vicus, how did the other names originate?  In answer to this question, two points will be explored: (1) the clustering of the place names and (2) the spelling of the place names.  [83:  Gelling, “English place-names,” 97.]  [84:  Coates, Wicks.] 

Clustering of the names
The close spatial clustering of similar names within a mile or two of each other suggests that they derived from a close spatial clustering of similar people.    There were four groups of people who might have been the source of this clustering:  the Britons, the Romans, the Anglo-Saxons, and the Vikings.  There is no known reason or precedent for the Britons or the Romans to have clustered together as they gradually moved to, settled in, or occupied this location.  The most likely group to occupy multiple settlements in the same vicinity would have been members of an Angle or Saxon clan, since if they had recently left their ancestral homeland on the Jutland Peninsula and had just disembarked onto this new land after crossing from the Continent, the families in such a kinship group would naturally have wished to settle near each other for mutual support. However, this clustering might also have been due to other related dynamics, as discussed below.
Spelling of the names
The differences in the spelling of each of the names indicate other possible differences between the locations and thus in the origin of their names:
Wingham
Since Wingham is located on an ancient road running from the Roman fort at Richborough to London, since it is known to have been a vicus and a village in the Roman era, and since the traditional administrative role of some vicus noted above appears to have been carried on at that location into the sub-Roman period, this is the most likely candidate to have been designated a wic.   However, since its name is not spelled as <Wicham>, there are several possibilities for the origin of the place name Wingham: (1) it might an original name transcribed from a pronunciation of Wicken, (2) it might be a contraction of the original name, (3) it might be a modification of the original name of the hamlet or (4) it might be derived from the name of some other tribe.
The original name – It is possible that the Wicken were the original settlers of the village and its name derives from theirs.  A slight difference in the pronunciation of their name from the pronunciation of the Old English wic thus may be reflected in the spelling of Wingham. The substitution of the phoneme /ng/ in Wingham for the /c/ in Wic could have resulted from a change in pronunciation of the voiceless stop [k] to its voiced counterpart [g] or even further to the velar nasal [ŋ], which would have been spelled <ng>. The name Wingham is similar to the spelling of other places whose names derive from the Wicken, such as Wingindene (later Wickenden) in the village of Cowden in southwest Kent.
A contraction of the name – The spelling Uuigincggaham in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles of 834 AD suggests that the original name of the clan in simplex form might have been Wicing or Wicingas. Therefore, the place name might also have been a contraction from the Old English *Wi[ci]ngham to Wingham.  Such a contraction is a common alteration found with compound names. 
A change in the original name – Alternatively, the original appellation given by early Anglo-Saxons to a location like this that had once been a vicus might have been Wicham, and the name may have been changed to Wingham after the Wicken settled there. In this case, the difference in pronunciation and spelling might be deliberate.  Before crossing to Britain, the Wicken may have encountered some of the settlements based upon Roman vicus established when the Roman Empire extended through the southern Netherlands.  Whenever this may have occurred, confusion between the homonyms of wic, derived from the Roman vicus, and wick, derived from the name of the Anglian clan, might have motivated the Wicken to clarify the name of places where they settled from the name of places that the Romans and Romano-Britons had settled by emphasizing or adopting a slightly different pronunciation.
Named after another people – Alternatively, while the name might have been derived in any of these ways from the Wicken, the Key to English Place Names (2020, s.v. “Wingham”) notes that possible meanings include 'homestead/village of the people of *Wiga'. OE *Wiga is a monothematic masculine personal name, found on record in the form Wyga. The first element may alternatively be OE wig 'heathen temple, shrine', hence 'homestead/village of the shrine people'.[footnoteRef:85] [85:  Key, s.v. “Wingham”)] 

Ickham
     Another modification of the name Wicham, devoicing of the initial /w/, may be why the name for the little settlement in between Wingham and Wickhambreaux was heard as if it were pronounced without any /w/ and therefore was spelled as <Yecham>,< Hickham> or <Gecham> and now as <Ickham>.  Alternative etymologies include the following:
Devoicing of Wickham – Without voicing, the sonority of the /w/ might have been so low that it was effectively silenced (at least as spoken by the head of the particular family that initially established the farmstead).  This would explain why the /w/ was dropped when the word was written out.  While this is not a common variant, there are other places in Britain whose names have this particular spelling, such as <Ickenham>.
Another contraction – The name might also be viewed as another contraction, this time from the name [W]ickham.
Consisting of or resembling a yoke – The Key to English Place-Names (2020, s.v. “Ickham”) reports that “Ickham is a 'Homestead/village comprising a yoke of land'. A yoke (OE geoc) equalled a quarter of a sulung (about fifty or sixty acres).”  Elements and their meanings include:
geoc (Old English) A yoke, a wooden device for coupling two oxen together for drawing a plough; a pair of oxen yoked together; a measure of land, a small estate or manor; something resembling a yoke.
hām (Old English) A village, a village community, a manor, an estate, a homestead[footnoteRef:86] [86:  Key, s.v. “Ickham”)] 

A patronymic of Ica – Another conjecture mentioned by Halstead is that Ickham may designate the farm of a person named Ica. Ickham is still a very rural grouping of several buildings which may originally have been a single farm located between the small villages of Wickhambreux and Wingham. It would seem odd to name a settlement after the Saxon word for a certain measure of 	arable land (yeok) since all the land in that vicinity was arable.  Moreover, there is no historical record of any particular man named Ica. So, it is more likely that Ickham, situated as it is on a walkable lane between Wingham and Wickhambreaux, was settled by a local family headed by a member of the Wicken named Wick (or ‘Ick). 
Wickhambreaux
 The ancient spelling of Wickhambreux, <Wicheham>, suggests that it might have been settled by Anglo-Saxons with a name in root form like Wiche, where the /k/ in Wick has been palatalized and an /e/ has been added to indicate that it is the name of a people, similar to the Engle ‘Eglish’, and Seaxe, ‘Saxons’.  Alternative etymologies include the following:
If this place was originally named Wicheham, a settlement of the Wiche (Wicingas or Wicken), that name may have been abbreviated subsequently as Wic[he]ham for convenience or to conform to the more recognizable appellation, perhaps as part of the charter written by royal scribes for King Eadred in 948, several centuries after the Wicken had moved on, and then further memorialized when the suffix Breaux was added as the designation for the manor.
The Key to English Place-Names (2020, s.v. “Parishes:Wickhambreaux”) states that the name means a 'Homestead/village associated with a Romano-British settlement'.  Elements and the meanings of the elements include:
wīc-hām (Old English) A settlement associated with a Roman vicus.
pers.n. (Unknown) 
pers.n. Personal name[footnoteRef:87] [87:  Key s.v. “Parishes:Wickhambreaux”] 


According to the second of these explanations, Wickhambreaux is one of the sites across southeast England that Gelling includes in her inventory of ancient villages with the name Wickham.[footnoteRef:88]  However, there are multiple problems with this designation.   [88:  Gelling, “English Place Names,” 91.] 

1. The closest Roman road is not close.  It runs through Wingham, approximately two and one-half miles away, across two rivers and a creek from this particular hamlet. Wickhambreaux is also not the first or second, but the third hamlet to the north of this Roman road.  
2. The only mention of Roman era ruins, a key to this form of appellation, is of a “substantial building” across the Lesser Stour and the Black Hole Dike and to the east of Ickham, not exactly near the hamlet.
3. While Wingham has clearly served an administrative role throughout its history, Wickhambreaux has never played such a role, except perhaps when it was recognized as a manor sometime after the Norman Invasion.
4. As for the wheel-made, stamped Frankish pot from Wickhambreux in the Royal Museum at Canterbury (R.M. 4297), which suggests occupation in the 6th or 7th century, it is possible that the Wicken brought such pots with them after settling near the Frankish border during their migration to Wickhambreaux from the Netherlands. 

So, as one of only four (out of the total of 28) sites considered by Gelling which was not situated a mile or less from a known Roman road and with no ruins of a vicus actually near the site or evidence of an administrative function of any kind, Wickhambreaux is not only an outlier, but may actually be an anomaly.  
An argument might be made that the Romans intended to occupy Wickhambreaux as a vicus on the Little Stour River but then, after the coastal road from their fort in Richborough to London had been constructed, they moved several miles away to occupy a second site along that new road.   However, why would the Romans have wanted to occupy a backwater site on the Little Stour in the first place, when it is six miles from the Wantsum Channel and on a small branch of the Stour River that does not even reach to Canterbury?  By way of contrast, only four miles to the North on the Great Stour is Fordwich, the port by which the city of Canterbury traded with London, the Channel ports, and others on the Continent. 
On the other hand, if the ancient spelling of Wickhambreaux with the prefix <Wic-> in the 10th century charter is more accurate than the spelling of the prefix as <Wiche-> in the 11th-century Domesday Book, the unusual clustering might be explained by another scenario.  The Wicken may have off-loaded from their boats at Wingham.  As more boats arrived and more Wicken settled in that location, the original name of the hamlet, which might have been Wicham, could have been changed to Wingham, in recognition of the new occupants.  At the same time, the original population of the hamlet, whether they were Romano-British, other Germanic immigrants, or a mixture of both, might have been forced by the growing population of Wicken to relocate to a separate site several miles to the north and to name the new site Wicham (Wickham), after the original name of the first hamlet.
Thus, even if the names of all these sites were originally derived from the appellation Wicham, it is possible that they all came to reflect in one way or another the cascading effects of the process by which a cluster of hamlets was settled by a wave of Wicken.  Otherwise, it would seem quite odd that all of these neighboring settlements would have derived their names from this particular word for a certain kind of village, since there are no similar place names in the Thanet area and only four others in all of Kent.  In addition, if the cluster of names under consideration here were all derived from Wicham (Wickham), they would have been differentiated by suffixes such as Wingham Well and Wingham Green less than a mile away, or by prefixes similar to those for East Stourmouth and West Stourmouth only 5 miles distant.  Instead, while the names are all similar, they exhibit differences in spelling which could reflect differences in pronunciation of names derived from the Wicken.  
Thus, it appears that some mechanism must have driven the geographical clustering of these places with similar names.  That mechanism was most likely the geographical clustering of a kinship group with a similar name, such as members of the Wicken clan.  It is only from a group like the Wicken that the original phonology and orthography of these place names could very possibly have been derived.
A Place Name on Thanet
There is another place name that may have been derived from a Wicken settlement on Thanet during the first phase of the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain.
Figure 14. Wychdene in St. Peter’s
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps

Wychdene
As shown in Figure 13, Wychdene is an establishment located about 14 miles across the Isle of Thanet from the Wingham Cluster.  The address is now in the coastal town of Broadstairs, but this location was originally in the medieval village of St. Peter’s, just inland from Broadstairs, before the village merged with the larger settlement.   Until the nineteenth century, St. Peter’s was the largest parish east of London. The spelling Wychdene is a variant of other names derived from the Wicken, such as Wycherindenn, which Witney has documented as a messuage (a principal dwelling, outbuildings and surrounding land) of a den in the Lathe of Faversham.[footnoteRef:89] The large house called Wychdene, which now functions as a residential home, is situated next to the St. Peter’s Recreation Ground, an open field which may have been the pasture denoted by the term dene (‘den’).  [89:  K. P. Witney, The Jutish Forest:  A Study of the Weald of Kent from 450 to 1380 A.D.  (University of London, The Athlone Press).
] 

No evidence other than this establishment has been uncovered to date documenting the etymology of the name, but there are numerous places in Thanet with similar den names, including Hersden, Chillenden, Hoaden, Shoulden and Thornden. So, although the history of the place has been “lost,” the name and location clearly suggest that Wychdene was a homestead with a pasture for raising livestock.  Since these dens were typically established apart from a major settlement and after the settlers had raised a herd of animals that needed pasturing, it is most likely that the Wicken first landed and settled with some animals in the Wingham Cluster.  Then, when they required a pasture to graze more animals larger than what was available in the fields and between the rivers that intersect the Wingham Cluster, some Wicken left with their animals, forded the Wantsum at the Saar crossing, and proceeded to established a den on the Isle of Thanet. 
In conclusion, The Wingham Cluster, across the Wantsum Channel from Thanet, constitutes an unusual grouping of names which suggests the clustering of a group of people such as the Wicken.  Moreover, the orthographic variation in each of these place names might have resulted from slight, perhaps deliberate, phonological differences between the singular form of the clan name, Wick, and the appellative form of the place name, wic, as applied to hamlets and dens.
While evidence regarding the history of Wychdene on the Isle of Thanet is lacking, there are useful analogues that help to explain the likely origin and meaning of the name as a den established by the Wicken for herding of animals.  Given the long history and recurrent settlement of the small Isle of Thanet by multiple tribal groups of divergent ethnicities, the survival of place-name evidence of the Wicken such as this, is certainly remarkable.  Taken together, it helps to establish and explain the arrival of this tribal clan during the initial phase of the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain. 
The evidence analyzed in this chapter suggests that after crossing to Britain, the Wicken settled in a cluster of sites across the Wantsum Channel from the Isle of Thanet and then established a den on the eastern shore of the island.  Additional research will be provided in the other chapters of Part Two in order to track the subsequent migration of this previously unknown Anglo-Saxon clan.  The question of when the Wicken settled in Kent and beyond will also be addressed.



Chapter 8. From Thanet through the Weald of Kent
 
Previous chapters have established that the Wicken were a previously unknown tribal group which migrated from Angeln in northern Germany down to the coast of the Netherlands and crossed to Britain near the ancient Isle of Thanet.  The clue provided by the Wickenden family regarding a den established by the Wicken in the heart of the Weald raises questions such as the following: (1) By what route did the Wicken migrate across Kent? and (2) What kind of places derived their names from the Wicken?  
Using place-name evidence to track the Wicken from where they entered Britain near the island of Thanet on the northeast coast of Kent, this chapter follows the clan as they migrate from settlement to settlement, giving their name to a number of farms, dens and woods deep in the Weald, including some in the southwestern corner of Kent and just over the current border into Sussex. Since the Wicken were a previously unknown clan of Angles, the possible derivation of place names from the name of the clan will continue to be weighed against the evidence in support of other conjectures regarding the etymology of these names.  
Anglo-Saxon History
The migration of Germanic Tribes across Kent described here will follow the second of two phases discussed by Peter Hunter Blair.[footnoteRef:90]  These phases can be summarized as follows: [90:  Blair, England.] 

1. The arrival of Angle-Saxons, service as mercenaries for Vortigern, and settlement on Thanet;
2. The revolt of the Anglo-Saxons against the British, battles in Kent and near London, and fallback to eastern Kent.

The second phase of the Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Britain began with a revolt of those who had been invited to Britain as mercenaries and given land on Thanet. The British mounted a response to the revolt with Vortigern and his son Vortimer besieging the invaders three times on the island of Thanet.  Thereafter, Historia Brittonum (traditionally attributed to Nennius) reports and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle implies that Hengist, leader of the Anglo-Saxon mercenaries, again took the initiative and advanced westward across Kent.  According to Nennius, Vortimer died soon after and following treachery at a peace conference called by Hengist, further territorial concessions were forced on Vortigern.  Later, according to Michael Wood (1987), 
the British organized resistance against the invaders.  Under the leadership of Ambrosius they fought a number of successful battles culminating in a great victory in the 490s at a place called Badon Hill.  This battle, says Gildas, gave forty years of peace to Britain.  After the revolt, the great raid, and the war of the Saxon Federates which ended shortly after the siege at 'Mons Badonicus', the Saxons went back to ‘their eastern home’.[footnoteRef:91]  [91:  Michael Wood, In Search of the Dark Ages.  New York Facts on File Publications, 45.
] 

Wicken Place Names – The Migration through the Weald
As a result of the revolt and subsequent battles, it is apparent that the initial understanding that restricted Anglo-Saxon settlements to the Isle of Thanet was broadened to include most of Kent as well as other territory in southeastern Britain.  Therefore, whether or not they were directly involved in any of these conflicts, it is likely that during this second phase of the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain, perhaps beginning at the end of the fifth century after the Battle of Badon Hill, some of the Wicken living around Thanet began to move west into this new territory.  Of course, as they did so the Wicken may have settled in many of the named towns and villages previously established by the Britons, the Romans, and by other Anglo-Saxons.   However, there are a number of places in and around Kent whose names appear to have been derived from settlements of the Wicken.  
	The fundamental question to be explored here through place-name tracing concerns the basic route or routes along which these Wicken migrated.  Beginning near the Isle of Thanet, there are three main possibilities as they headed west: (1) migration by boat up the Thames Estuary toward Rochester and London, perhaps settling on either shore; (2) migration by land along the southern shore of the Thames, following Roman roads through well-established towns towards London; and (3) migration across the ancient trackways and down the Jutish droves, penetrating deep into the Weald. 
Along the Thames Estuary
To begin with, there are two places along the Thames Estuary, accessible via the Wantsum Channel, whose names might have derived from the Wicken:
Wickford – Some evidence may be provided by a town called Wickford to the north of the Thames, just off of the Estuary and accessible by way of the River Crouch.  According to Eilert Ekwall, the place-name Wickford is first attested in a Saxon charter of 995, where it appears as Wicford. It appears in the Domesday Book of 1086 as Wincfort. The name means ‘ford by a wych elm or ford by a dairy-farm’.[footnoteRef:92]   According to Rayment, there was a Roman military marching camp on the Beauchamps Farm site, which was succeeded by a Roman villa.  The author notes other spellings including Wygford and Wyckford.[footnoteRef:93]  However, Margaret Gelling notes that several names for river fords, such as this one, Wickford (in Essex), Whitford (in Mitcham, Surrey) and Wigford (in Lincoln, Lincolnshire), whose Roman-period credentials are compelling, may resemble Wickham in being derived from the Anglo-Saxon appellation /wic/, which was applied at that time to numerous similar settlements.[footnoteRef:94] [92:  Ekwall, Dictionary, 516	]  [93:  David Rayment, Wickford and Around Through Time, Stroud, Gloucestershire: Amberley Publishing Limited. 	, ]  [94:  Margaret Gelling, Signposts to the Past, 2nd edn. Wiley & Sons: Chichester, 247–48.] 

Wicham Cottages – This is a place name in Strood parish on the Medway River which flows into the southern side of the Thames estuary.  It is also mentioned by Gelling (1967), who notes that this location meets the requirements for those places whose name is an appellation applied by the early Anglo-Saxons.[footnoteRef:95]  [95:  Gelling, “English Place Names,” 91.] 

The etymology of these two names suggested by Gelling is convincing and generally accepted, so while variations in spelling suggest that derivation from the name of the Wicken is a possibility, without further evidence the conclusion must be reached that the Wicken do not appear to have accessed, explored, and settled along the shores of the Thames in such numbers and in such places as to leave any definite evidence of their presence.  In addition, there are no other place names to be found along the southern shore of the Thames that may have been derived from the Wicken, so evidence is lacking to demonstrate that the Wicken followed either of these first two possible routes west.
Wicken in the Weald
In contrast to these first two routes, however, there is ample evidence for the third, the migration of the diagonally across Kent from Thanet into the Weald using the ancient roads, trackways and droves shown in Figure 14.   There are numerous place names which were possibly derived from the Wicken and which, according to Witney were tied to lathes (ancient administrative subdivisions or districts in Kent) and manors (estates under a lord enjoying a variety of rights over land and tenants) located throughout the Weald.[footnoteRef:96]  [96:  Witney, Forest.] 

Figure 15. Lathes, droves, and Roman roads of Kent
[image: ]
Source: Witney, 1976
Moving across the lathes from east to west, these place names include the following:
The Westgate Den of Wick – In the Lathe of Sturry, the earliest written records are references in charters of King Wihtred and King Offa to Wick Farm, 724 AD in Headcorn (1358). Maps also show a Wick Hill nearby. Both places appear to be small farmsteads, so if they were founded by a single family, the names may have been derived from the head of that family, using the singular form of the clan name, Wick.  They may both have been part of a den called Wick which became a tenement of the manor of Westgate in the parish of Headcorn, what Witney describes as “the Westgate den of Wick in Headcorn”.[footnoteRef:97] [97:  Witney, Forest, 173.] 

Wycherindenn – In the Lathe of Faversham, according to Witney (1976, 253), the Hundred Rolls of Edward I record actions with regard to a messuage (a principal dwelling, outbuildings and surrounding land) at Wycherindenn.  Many of those who settled in Kent, drove their animals down through the commons into the Weald to forage in the fall and subsequently established seasonal and then permanent dens.  These dens often took their names from the folk who established them, and their descendants then took their surnames from the names of the dens.  Numerous other Wicken-related place names in the Weald suggest similar references to a den (or clearing) in the hurst (or wood) or to the hurst itself.
Winchenden – Further to the west in the Lathe of Sutton-at-Hone, this place is the land described in the gloss of the fourteenth century Kentish Book of Aid for the Knighting of the Black Prince.  Witney notes that this area is marked under that name in Hasted's map of the hundred, just to the east of where Tonbridge railway station is now; and appears there on the Tonbridge tithe map as Wissenden.[footnoteRef:98] The similarity of this name with Whissendine in Rutland, discussed as part of the clue from Ekwall regarding the underlying tribal name Wicingas, suggests that this place and those related to it were all settled by the same tribal group. [98:  Ibid, 227.] 

Wichenden – This is a place recorded in 1202 in Frittenden parish, which Witney indicates is now spelled Whitsunden, an example of "the frequent conversion of the vocable 'tch' or 'ch' - usually rendered by 'c' or 'cc' in pre-Conquest documents - into 'ts' or 'ss' because of the inability of the Norman-French to pronounce the sound" (1976, 214).  According to The Frittenden Historical Society, the village of Frittenden is first named in a charter of 804, so Wichenden was most likely established by that date.[footnoteRef:99] Frittenden is in the Lathe of Scraye, a new Lathe located just to the east of the Lathe of Aylesford. [99:  The Frittenden Historical Society, True Web Design.] 

Wickhurst – Continuing to cite from Witney (1976, 225), in the manor of Sevenoaks (the archbishop) there is this place, where "hurst" indicates a wood. Sevenoaks was located in the Lathe of Sutton at Hone.
Winkhurst – Also, according to Witney (1976, 225), another wood is recorded in the manor of Sundridge (the archbishop).    These two names may identify Wicken settlements at the eastern and western edge of the same forest south of Sevenoaks.[footnoteRef:100] [100:  Witney, Forest, 225.] 

Wingindene – In the Lathe of Wallington, Ewing (1927, 47) indicate that five dens appear in a charter of 1044 (KCD 771), as granted by King Edward to Lewisham (St. Peter's, Ghent).  Of these Wingindene is Wickenden, which lay around Claydene.  The Den was located near a Roman road and just off the Roman-era Spode Lane, down which the Wicken may have traveled.[footnoteRef:101] [101:  Ewing, Cowden, 47.] 

Wickens – Ewing notes that in the parish of Cowden there is a farm by this name.  The den and the farm both provide evidence of the presence of Wicken in the area, and there are other spellings of the original name found in historical documents concerning Cowden.  For example, a contract for founding Bell No. 5 in the tower of Cowden Church with 12 pounds was witnessed by John Wickinge and Nich. Wicking, among others.  All these names suggest that the village and parish of Cowden was a location in which several Wicken family groups settled.[footnoteRef:102] Cowden was subsequently located in the Lathe of Sutton at Hone. [102:  Ewing, Cowden, 47, 213. ] 

Wych Cross – On current maps, this crossroads is located in Ashdown Forest, 10 miles to the south of Cowden and over the border into East Sussex. It is outside of the lathes of Kent.  The etymology of the place name, also spelled <Wytch Cross> and <Witch Cross>, is uncertain.  However, given the prevalence of similar names in the area, it might have derived from the presence of members of the Wicken clan. 
Wickens Woods – Located two miles southwest of the settlement of Wych Cross is this forest whose name is clearly derived from the Wicken.  There is also a large, old manor house named Wickenden Manor, three miles from Wych Cross, that now serves as a conference center. These names would suggest that either the ancient border between Kent and Sussex has moved or the Wicken did not stop moving into the Weald at the very edge of Kent.  
Because some historic places have been “lost” and their names cannot be located using Google Maps, the route by which the Wicken moved across Kent was mapped by finding (1) place names (e.g., dens, woods, farms, settlements, tenements, or villages), (2) the names of related parishes or manors within which these places were situated, or (3) the names of major villages within the Lathes where these places were situated, in that order, as shown in the table in Figure 16.  

Figure 16.  Table of migration map parameters
	HISTORIC PLACE
	PLACE ON MAP
	DISTANCE

	Name
	Name
	Relationship
	Incremental
	Cumulative

	Wychdene
	Wychdene Care Home
	Same
	-
	-

	Wingham
	Wingham
	Same
	14
	14

	Winchenden
	Wissenden Corner
	Same
	28 miles
	42 miles

	Wick Hill
	(lost)
	-
	5 miles
	47 miles

	Wick Farm
	Headcorn
	Parish
	2 miles
	49 miles

	Wycherindenn
	(Lost)
	-
	-
	-

	Wichenden
	Frittenden
	Parish
	7 miles
	56 miles

	Wickhurst
	Wickhurst Wood
	Same
	15 miles
	71 miles

	Winkhurst
	Winkhurst Industrial Estate
	Same
	17 miles
	88 miles

	Wingindene
	Cowden
	Village
	7 miles
	95 miles

	Wickens
	Cowden
	Village
	2 miles
	97

	Wych Cross
	Wych Cross
	Same
	9 miles
	106 miles

	Wickens Woods
	Wickens Woods
	Same
	2 miles
	108 miles

	TOTALS
	10 places
	5 same, 4 other
	Avg = 10.6
	91 m. direct


Source:  Wickenden using data from Google Maps (2020)
Therefore, the route that is mapped below includes some locations that are not as geographically accurate as others.  Also, many place names in England occur in multiple locations, sometimes far apart.  Therefore, when Google picks up multiple places with the same name, the one which appears to correspond most closely to the prevailing route has been chosen. Finally, place names are sometimes replicated with small variations within the same area.  In this case, only one of the names is used for mapping.  
Given these choices, most places on the route appear to be located within a one- or two-day trip by foot from each other.  The average distance is 10.2 miles, with the longest being the first 28 miles from Wingham to Wissenden (Winchenden) and the shortest being 2 miles from Wick Hill to Wick Farm (within the Westgate Den of Wick) in Headcorn, from Wingindene (Wickenden) to Wickens, and Wych Cross to Wickens Woods.  Since the Wicken would have had no specific goal or timeline for migrating across Kent after the revolt against the Britons, it is not surprising that they appear to have made a major move when they first left Thanet, crossing through the settled area around Canterbury and then to have moved more slowly and incrementally, while still avoiding other scattered tribal settlements. 










Figure 17. Wicken migration route across Kent
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
Starting with the Faversham Lathe and traveling across and through the Sutton-on-Hone Lathe, the Wicken were moving away from the chalk hills and farmland of the North Downs and into the primeval oak forest of the Weald.  All these place names are either farms (Wick Farm and Wickens), forests (Wickhurst, Winkhurst, and Wickens Woods), or dens (the Westgate Den of Wick, Wycherindenn, Winchenden, Wichenden, and Wingindene) formed as Wicken family members moved with their animals down the droves from one settlement to another. There are many other similar names for farms, forests and especially dens to be found along the route.
Many of the Wicken place names line up in a manner which suggests that the clan migrated across the Weald in a stepwise fashion, moving west from one settlement over to a drove and then up or down to a new settlement.  The first, and longest stretch appears to reach to the southwest past Canterbury, down along the Stour River valley and through the Stour Gap, one of several entries into the Weald which allow the traveler to avoid climbing up and over the Chart Hills with their steep south-facing scarp slope.  Only on the stretch from Wichenden in Frittenden parish to Wickhurst in the manor of Sevenoaks (the archbishop) did the Wicken move to the northwest.  
On Witney’s map in Figure 14, Wichenden is near to Cranbrook, Town #1, and Wickhurst is near to Tonbridge, Town #2. The map shows the web of major and minor droves which, together with the Roman road from London to Hastings (A to B), connects these two towns and continues on to Sevenoaks. From there the main drove in the Sutton-at-Hone Lathe would have taken the Wicken in a southerly direction until they reached the Manor of Cowden Lewisham in the Lathe of Wallington.  In this way, they followed a stepwise migratory path through Kent from the Wingham Cluster in the northeast to the village of Cowden in the southwest, from which location they moved southwest once again, just over what is now the border between Kent and Sussex. 
Perhaps by moving in this manner the Wicken deliberately avoided crossing into the territory of the Jutes to the south and east, the Saxons to the north and west, and the Romano-Britons who may have located along the south shore of the Thames.  Following the Battle at Badon Hill, Anglo-Saxons like the Wicken may have moved to occupy territory across eastern Kent, stopping at the Medway River since the Britons would have resisted any incursions closer to London.  It is significant, therefore that as they moved across Kent, the Wicken remained concentrated east of the Medway.  This indicates that their migration into the Weald of Kent probably began during the sixth century, sometime after the end of the first revolt in 490.  They probably would have completed this string of settlements during the 6th century, well before the start of the next revolt around 650.
The Wicken who migrated deep into the Weald may also have been geographically isolated from the second Anglo-Saxon insurrection, the battles that occurred along the Thames Valley, and the subsequent incursions of the Vikings, the Danes and then the Normans, who marched up the coast from Hastings and then across the Thames Valley to London rather than through the Weald.  They might also have avoided the worst effects of plagues and pandemics such as the Black Death (Bubonic Plague) in the 14th Century, Smallpox in the 16th Century, and the Great Plagues of the 17th and 18th Centuries. Many of these small homesteads are now “lost”, but some appear to have been more permanent than others, with descendants of the original Wicken maintaining and expanding their settlements.  In some cases, they took their surnames names from these homesteads and then moved out across the country, eventually emigrating to other countries around the world. 
One example of this growth and expansion is the Wicken family that established a den in Cowden which became known as the Wicken Den (Wingindene).  According to Ewing (1927), the occupants took their surnames from the den, and names began to appear in writing sometime after the Norman Invasion.  For example, one of the first was ‘Martin de Wiggendenn.’  As the Wickendens moved to other homesteads in the village, the surname was contracted and additional locations were attached, such as Thomas Wickenden de Bechinwoode, Wickenden de Ludwell, Thomas Wickenden de la Hole, and Thomas Wykenden de la Streete.  In the succeeding centuries, the Wickendens established and then occupied a dozen homesteads across the village of Cowden, with many descendants moving out to other villages across Kent and to other counties of southern England.  The original homestead of Wickenden was leased out by 1461 and disappeared from parish records by 1623.[footnoteRef:103]  The map in Figure 18 shows the number of Wickenden christenings listed in parish registries recorded by the International Genealogical Index in each county between 1700 and 1800. [103:  Ibid.] 











Figure 18. Wickenden births by county: 1700 – 1800 AD

[image: ]
Source: Nilfanion and Dr Greg,
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0,
modified by Wickenden.

In 1997, Halbert’s Family Registry printed The World Book of Wickendens, including names and addresses of Wickendens around the world.  The statistical information in Table 18 was included.[footnoteRef:104] [104:  Halbert’s Family Registry (1997), The World Book of Wickendens,] 

Figure 19. Table of Wickendens by country
	
	Estimated Households
	Households in Registry
	Estimated Population

	United   States
	73
	52
	161

	Canada
	80
	57
	176

	Australia
	78
	56
	172

	New Zealand
	20
	14
	44

	Great Britain
	869
	621
	2,173

	Ireland
	1
	1
	3

	Germany
	7
	5
	18

	France
	6
	4
	15

	South Africa
	4
	3
	11

	Italy
	1
	1
	3

	TOTAL
	1,139
	812
	2,776



So, by the end of the twentieth century, according to the table in Figure 19, some fourteen centuries after the den was first established (and given the numerical limits of this registry), the Wickendens were nearly three thousand strong and were living in at least 10 countries around the world.
From an analysis in this chapter of the patterns formed by place names derived from Wicken, it appears that after crossing the Channel and settling near Thanet, the clan grew in numbers and spread out across Kent.  Some kinship groups may have settled in named villages around the Thames Estuary, but other Wicken established a number of new homesteads, farms, and dens as they moved along the lathes and Roman roads and down the Jutish droves into the Weald toward Sussex.  Research in the next few chapters will shed light on the role of the Wicken in other counties and on the contribution of this and other tribal clans and kinship groups to the complex history of Medieval Britain.












Chapter 9. From Canterbury to London and up to the Wash

After crossing from the Netherlands to Britain, the Wicken settled in a cluster of sites across the Wantsum Channel from the Isle of Thanet, midway between the ancient Isle and the town of Canterbury. They also established a den on the eastern shore of the Isle, in the ancient village of St. Peter’s. Following the clue provided by the Wickendens regarding settlements of the Wicken deep in the Weald of Kent, the last chapter described a sequence of farms, forests, and dens whose names derive from the Wicken.  
	The relatively short distances between these settlements suggests that the Wicken were moving slowly and carefully, bringing along their animals and therefore without the pressure of time or fear of attack.  Their measured movement, and the fact that they stopped before crossing the River Medway, suggests that the Wicken were exploring and occupying territory that had been granted to the Angles by the British, territory outside the Isle of Thanet but confined to the southeastern portion of what is now the county of Kent.  These observations would seem to indicate that this migration began after the Battle of Badon Hill around 500AD, when land in the eastern parts of Kent and East Anglia was granted by Vortigern to the Angles.  The settlements themselves might have been completed well prior to the beginning of the second revolution, which culminated in the Battle of Dryham in 577 AD.
   	These settlements beg the question, however, of how and when the Wicken migrated west and eventually reached the Western Midlands.  As to how or by which route they migrated, there are three general possibilities.  First, they might have continued their migration through Kent to the south and then moved up through the territory of the South Saxons, now the counties of Surrey, Hampshire, and Berkshire, or together with the West Saxons through Surrey and Wiltshire and into the Western Midlands. This routes would seem strange, however, for a group of Angles who did not affiliate with the Saxons either on the Continent or when they first arrived in Thanet. Alternatively, they might have moved up the Thames Valley, past London and then continued up past Oxford and over into the Cotswolds.  This would have been the most direct and possibly the easiest route, if it were not for the fact that during and after the first revolt, Britons occupied London and would have prevented any group of Anglo-Saxon migrants from passing through.  So, it appears to be most likely that the Wicken would have migrated north from Kent to join the rest of their tribe in East Anglia, from where they could then move westward through Rutland and on to the Western Midlands.  
	Exactly when the Wicken might have left their settlements in the Wingham Cluster and what motivated them to move north are open questions.  They might have left soon after arriving in Thanet in the 450’s, even before the first revolt of the federates, perhaps even in response to Vortigern’s request for help in defending Britain against the Picts.  Alternatively, they might have left about the same time as those Wicken who moved southwest into the Weald. In fact, as long as they had time to join the other clans in East Anglia, then migrate and settle in Rutland, and finally move on to the Western Midlands, the Wicken could have left any time prior to the second revolt in 577.  
	This chapter will seek answers to these questions by tracing the movement of Wicken to see if they migrated north from Kent and established a territory among the East Angles.  The text will begin with a summary of the relevant history and then proceed to analyze evidence of the migration and settlements of the Wicken provided by related place names.
[bookmark: _Hlk64211609]
Anglo-Saxon History:  From Arrival to the First Revolt

John Morris reports that around 428 AD Vortigern, an “Overking” of the British, was motivated by a rumored invasion of the Picts to strengthen the British defenses by inviting a small force of Saxons under the leadership of Hengest to settle on Thanet as federates.  ‘But a single small force on Thanet was no adequate answer to the expected invasion.  It was speedily reinforced.’[footnoteRef:105]  Quoting from Historia Brittonum, Morris writes that ‘Hengest gradually brought over more and more keels, till the islands whence they came were left uninhabited, and his people grew in strength and numbers, established in Canterbury.... Its new inhabitants were presumably billeted as federates in the normal manner, but in numbers sufficient to make them masters of east Kent, in control of its naïve ruler.”[footnoteRef:106] [105:  John Morris, The Age of Arthur: A History of the British Isles from 350 to 650 (New York: Charles Sribner), 56 – 61.]  [106:  Morris, Arthur,74-75.] 

Regarding the strategic deployment of these additional federates, the author notes that the excavation of pagan English cemeteries 
cannot locate the individual sites to which Vortigern’s first federates were posted, but it indicates the districts that they protected against the Pictish threat. ... Inland, forces by Cambridge, and Kempston by Bedford, secured the major intersections of the Icknield Way.  These dispositions are an intelligible answer to a seaborne invasion threatened from the north, aimed at the riches of the Cotswolds, whose most likely landfall was foreseen on the north Norfolk coast, at the head of the Icknield Way.[footnoteRef:107] [107:  Ibid, p.60.] 


Based upon the evidence of Anglo-Saxon cemeteries, Morris goes on to write that
The Saxons were stationed where Vortigern wanted them, from the Thames Valley to the Humber waters, to guard the east coast. ... Their location has nothing to do with mythical ‘routes’ of ‘invaders’ who ‘penetrated ‘up valleys; it is the simple consequence of a decision taken by a British government at a particular time. In detail, many cemeteries are located, like Roman cemeteries, outside the walls of Roman towns, large and small, indicating that the Saxons were billeted within the walls.  Others are placed on or beside Roman estates; some guard river crossings, and most of the open country sites are located by river banks, on alluvial soils easy to till.  It is very possible that those which are strategically located are the earliest, billeted by government decision, and that some of the rural sites in the same regions were established by kinsmen who crossed five or ten years later; but archaeological evidence cannot deny or confirm dates so close.[footnoteRef:108] [108:  Ibid, p. 268.] 


After Anglo-Saxons had been invited to Britain as mercenaries, given land around Thanet, and then posted to these other defensive positions, their leader Hengest requested additional supplies but was refused.  Morris writes that
Tension increased.  Hengest, confident in his swollen numbers, now openly threatened ‘to break the treaty and waste the whole island, unless ampler payments were heaped upon them.’  ... In or about 442 AD, Hengest was ready to strike; Britain, ‘passed into the control of the Saxons.’ The disaster was final and all-consuming; a century later Gildas still shuddered at the horror.[footnoteRef:109]  [109:  Ibid, p. 75.] 


Morris then describes in detail how the British mounted a response to this revolt. He writes that Gildas reports, and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle implies, that Hengest, leader of the Anglo-Saxon mercenaries, again took the initiative and advanced westward across Kent.  Vortimer, son of Vortigern, died soon after and following treachery at a peace conference called by Hengest, further territorial concessions were forced on Vortigern.  However, the author also notes that 
no account survives of the fighting north of the Thames; nor does any report of what Vortigern was doing himself while his son was fighting in Kent.  His principal concern was necessarily to hold London, and to prevent the junction of the main enemy forces.  It is probable that the East Angles tried and failed to reach London; and that Vortigern fought them off.[footnoteRef:110]   [110:  Ibid, p. 82.] 


Later the British fought a number of successful battles under the leadership of Ambrosius, culminating in a great victory in the 490s at a place called Badon Hill.  This battle, says Gildas, gave forty years of peace to Britain.  After the British victory, the Anglo Saxon federates went back to “their eastern home”, presumably the lands they had been given by Vortigern in Kent and East Anglia.[footnoteRef:111]  According to Morris, Gildas and the Kentish Chronicle report that “the population was still too small to fill and hold its lands, not yet able to acquire new territories; those who immediately followed the first contingents settled near their predecessors.”  Morris writes that “Hengist’s return established the Kingdom of Kent, but the strongest concentration of the English was in Norfolk and in the Cambridge-Newmarket region.”[footnoteRef:112] [111:  Wood, Dark Ages.]  [112:  Morris, Arthur, 268; 85.	] 

While the general outline of this period of history can be discerned from Gildas and the Kentish Chronicle, Morris notes several times that there is no specific information available about the deployment of Anglo-Saxon mercenaries north of London, about Vortigern’s efforts to protect London during the first revolt, or about the subsequent settlements by mercenaries in the Cambridge-Newmarket region after the Battle of Hill. Perhaps by tracing the Wicken as they migrate from Kent up and over to the Eastern Midlands around Rutland, this research might help to fill in some of these empty pages of history.
[bookmark: _Hlk64211636]Wicken Place Names – Migration to East Anglia
Beginning near the Isle of Thanet, place-name evidence suggests that the first Wicken to arrive in Britain settled in a cluster of hamlets around Wingham, just 7 miles east of Canterbury.  Some may have been assigned, as mercenaries, to defend that city from possible attack by the Picts. In addition, several place names in territory north of Kent suggest that another group of Wicken may have been assigned as mercenaries to help establish a line of defense reaching from London up into what was to become East Anglia.  The fundamental questions to be explored here through place-name tracing concern the route along which these Wicken migrated, the rationale for their travel, and the reason for locating their subsequent settlements in territory running north to south through the heart of the Cambridge-Newmarket region.
The Wicken may have travelled by boat across the Thames and up a river into the heart of Sussex or East Anglia. If so, they might have moved to Wickford in Essex, strategically situated along the River Crouch, 30 miles west of the North Sea and 30 miles east of London by road. Authors like Ekwall are uncertain about the etymology of the name Wickford.  Thinking the first element is derived either from wych or wic, he describes it as a ‘ford by a wych-elm or ford by a dairy farm’.[footnoteRef:113]  It might also have been a ‘ford of the Wick,’ a place from which to defend London and first step for the Wicken on their way north. However, in the absence of definitive place-name evidence for this or other locations around the Thames estuary or the North Sea coast it is possible the Wicken travelled instead by foot, following Roman roads from Wingham westward toward London and camping in some of the well-established towns. Then, after crossing the Thames, they would have migrated through lands of the Middle and East Saxons, moving north and then settling along the western border of the East Angles. [113:  ‘Wickford,’ in Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names (fourth ed.), (Oxford; Oxford University Press, https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.184064/2015.184064.The-Concise-Oxford-Dictionary-Of-English-Place_djvu.txt, 492.] 

The Route from Wingham to Wicken Bonhunt to Wicken to Witchford
Assuming that a warrior band of Wicken traveled west along the Roman-era Watling Way from Wingham in Kent, they would have passed the medieval towns of Canterbury, Faversham, Rainham, and Rochester. If they were following directions from Vortigern as mercenaries sometime between 428 AD and 442 AD, they might have crossed the Thames at the ford in Winchester or the Roman bridge in Ludenwic (London).  It would have taken the Wicken the better part of a week to walk the 62 miles to the old Roman city, where some may have been billeted to help cut off access for Picts moving up the Thames valley into the Cotswolds. 
Others might have continued on the Roman-era Ermine Road north toward Cambridge.   Along the way they might have camped near the small Roman-era town of Harlow and the post-Roman settlement of Bishops Stortford before completing the 40-mile journey to Wicken Bonhunt (in Essex). If they had been deployed by Vortigern to defend the territory from Picts coming down from the north, this location, 19 miles to the south of Cambridge, together with the villages of Wicken, 14 miles to the north and equidistant from both Cambridge and Newmarket, and Witchford, another 8 miles to the northwest and at the edge of the fenland just south of the Wash, would have been logical places in which to station mercenaries, as shown in Figure 20.












Figure 20. Wicken route north from Kent
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps	 
To convince his supporters that they should invite foreigners such as the Anglo-Saxons to settle in Britain, grant them land in the southeast of Britain, and give them supplies in exchange for their providing recruits to fight for the British, Vortigern must have had clear expectations of where the Picts might attempt to penetrate to London and the Cotswolds, and a detailed plan of how to establish an effective line of defense.  Such planning is evident in the location of these Wicken settlements, because one obvious line of attack the Picts might take would be to travel down from the North Sea and into the Wash, the largest estuarine area in the United Kingdom. From there they could travel south along the two rivers leading past Cambridge, from where they could make their way either southward towards London or westward towards the Cotswolds. However, as shown in Figure 21, the Wicken in these three settlements would be effectively positioned along the rivers leading into the Wash to cut off any such incursion by the Picts. 








Figure 21. Deployment of Wicken
[image: ]
Source: Public Domain from Wikipedia, Creative Commons,
	modified by Wickenden
Witchford is just one mile from the River Great Ouse and in a position for the Wicken to cut off a warband of Picts near the northern village of Ely. Because of centuries of draining and seawall construction, Witchford now appears much farther from the shore of the Wash, but at the time it was located as close to the Wash as possible.  Back then it was located on a small piece of arable upland situated, as shown in Figure 22, at the southern edge of the Great Fen Basin, an area of creeks, mud flats, and marshland serving as a tidal basin for the River Great Ouse.
Figure 22. Witchford in the Fens
[image: ]
Source: Amitchell125 at English Wikipedia,
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/, modified by Wickenden
Wicken is south of Witchford and about one mile to the East of the River Cam, a major tributary of the River Great Ouse.  Mercenaries from the clan might have been stationed there to attack any war party headed upstream past Ely toward Cambridge.  Finally, federates in Wicken Bonhunt, would have been just one and one-quarter miles west of the River Cam and below Cambridge where the river runs alongside the London Road.  There they could have intercepted any Picts who had reached that far south from the Wash and were marching toward London. They were also less than 8 miles below Greater Chesterford, where the Icknield Way crosses the River Cam. Wicken billeted here could also have stopped any Picts who had reached the London Road from the East and were headed southwest into the Cotswolds, as seen in Figure 23.  So, place-name tracing of the Wicken north of Kent begins with Wicken Bonhunt (at the northern edge of Essex), and includes Wicken (in East Cambridgeshire), and Witchford (also in Cambridgeshire). These villages are each of ancient origin, and have names which, from their first attestations, are clearly derived from settlements of the Wicken.
Figure 23. The line of defense
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
Wicken Bonhunt – Wicken Bonhunt is a village and a civil parish of north-west Essex, in the non-metropolitan district of Uttlesford, England. According to the Recorders of Uttlesford History,  
The Domesday Book refers to the separate manors of Wica and Banhunta. ... Subsidy Rolls of 1238 refer to Wykes Bonhunte and the Feudal Aids of 1412 give the name as Bonant in Wykn.   Other names include Wiken, Wickin, Wykyn, Wickham, Bonant and Bonnet. ... 
A large middle Saxon settlement was discovered in the fields by Bonhunt Farm in the 1970’s.  Around 30 structures showed building activity spanning 150-200 years including a long room where knives with gold inlay and gold headed pins were found suggesting this may have been a royal manor.  Two stone coffins and a Saxon graveyard were excavated; the human remains showed that many had died from severe battle wounds.[footnoteRef:114] [114:  Recorders of Uttlesford History, The local history of Wicken Bonhunt. http://www.recordinguttlesfordhistory.org.uk/index.html#.] 


The consensus of various place name indices is that the first element of Wicken Bonhunt originally referred to 'at the specialised farms', as in a wic.[footnoteRef:115]  However, the varied spelling of most of the names suggest that they may refer to the Wicken (Wicing) rather than to a wic.  Moreover, the second element is not used as a prefix as it probably would have been to represent a certain type of specialised farm.  Finally, the archeological findings suggest that the place was much more than a specialised farm. The 30 structures uncovered at the site so far give some indication of the size to which the initial group of Wicken may have grown despite being the starting point for further migration to defend strategic locations to the north.  It is also possible that if these Wicken had been assigned by Vortigern to defend the region from London up to Cambridge and Newmarket, they might have fought against the British in the subsequent revolt that began in 442 AD.  If some were killed trying to attack Britons in London or to defend their own settlement from Vortigern, this would explain the burial of bodies with battle wounds.  Finally, over a century would have passed between 450 AD, which is about when Vortigern may have deployed the first Wicken to East Anglia, and 560 AD, which is roughly when the Wicken may have left with other Anglo-Saxons to settle territory in the Western Midlands.  This period would have provided time for much of the building activity revealed by the archeological record.    [115:  Key, s.v.“Wicken Bonhunt.”] 

Of course, some of the Wicken continued to move along the edge of the territory of the East Angles until they reached Wicken in the wetlands 31 miles to the north. This migration from Wicken Bonhunt to Wicken, strategically located near the River Cam as it flows between Cambridge and Newmarket, was most likely the result of deployment by Vortigern. Also, Wicken is 11 miles from River Lark and 17 miles from Lackford where multiple Anglian cemeteries are noted by Morris.
Wicken – Wicken has been described as a small village on the edge of the Fens near Soham in  East Cambridgeshire, ten miles northeast of Cambridge, and nine miles northwest of Newmarket.  According to a prominent dictionary of place names, Wicken was listed as Wicha in the Domesday Book and Wiken in around 1200.  The name may have come from an Old-English dative plural wícum meaning “the dwellings" or "the trading settlement”.[footnoteRef:116] However, it might also have come from Wicing, as explained by Coates.[footnoteRef:117] Local historians report that Wicken's fens have yielded a few spears and other weapons from the late Anglo-Saxon period.[footnoteRef:118] [116:  A Dictionary of British Place-Names, s.v. “Wicken” (Oxford: Oxford University Press), 497.]  [117:  Coates, “Wicks,” 102.]  [118:  Wareham, A. F. and A. P. M. Wright, 'Wicken', in A History of the County of Cambridge and the Isle of Ely: Volume 10, Cheveley, Flendish, Staine and Staploe Hundreds (North-Eastern Cambridgeshire) (London: Victoria County History), 551-556. ] 

Finally, if the Wicken were deployed to defensive positions along the Roman roads past Cambridge and into Norfolk, it would be logical for them also to be stationed at Witchford, another 8 miles north.  Situated close to where the Great River Ouse once discharged into the Wash and providing an unobstructed view of any Picts coming up the river, Witchford was clearly of strategic importance to Vortigern. According to local historians, 
The Town stands on a plesant Hill at 3 miles west of Ely and the road between the two places crosses some of the highest ground in the Isle (about 80 ft. above sea-level), commanding fine views over the southern extremity of the Fens to the Suffolk hills beyond Newmarket. Witchford is at present one of the smaller villages in the county but was formerly of greater importance; Domesday Book refers to the two hundreds of Ely which meet at Wiceford, and the name 'Witchford Hundred' is found from 1128. North Witchford is still the name of one of the rural districts.[footnoteRef:119] [119:  T. D. Atkinson, Ethel Hampson, E. T. Long, C. A. F. Meekings, E. Miller, H. B.Wells Woodgate, ‘Witchford’, in A History of the County of Cambridge and the Isle of Ely, ed. by  R.B. Pugh, Victoria County History (London: Oxford University Press for the Institute of Historical Research, 2002), IV, 176–179.] 


In 1947 an Anglo-Saxon pagan cemetery was uncovered on the site, containing about 30 skeletons. Potshards and coins were also found.  Anthropologist T. C. Lethbridge concluded that these are consistent with the period AD 450–650.[footnoteRef:120] In addition, while the Domesday Book has Wiceford, the Ramsey Chartulary has Wicheford, and the forms Wichforda, and Wicheforda also occur.  In addition, there is Witcham, a village just 3 miles west of Witchford whose name may also have derived either from Wych-elm trees or from the Wicken, and whose existence may indicate expansion of the settlement and growth of the population. Witcham was a medieval village and appears as Wickham on the map in Figure 24, published in 1646. [120:  Gordon Fowler, “Cratendune: A problem of the Dark Ages,”  in Proceedings of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, ed. by Bowes and Bowes (Cambridge Antiquarian Society), XLI: 70–73.] 

Figure 24. Wickham (Wycham) and the Washe (Wash)
[image: ]
Source:  1646 Atlas by Jan Janssonius, now in the Public Domain
The consensus of place-name indices is that the first element of Witchford derives from Wych-elm tree.[footnoteRef:121]   However, it might also be from the name of the Wicken clan.  Moreover, the sequence of places in strategic positions described above, as well as the additional sequence described below of names that are aligned with a subsequent migration of the Wicken to the Middle and Western Midlands, adds weight to the latter claim.   [121:  Key, s.v. “Witchford.”] 

In conclusion, all three of these places have names that could have derived from the clan name Wicken (OE Wicing) or its singular, root form Wick (OE Wic).  While on the one hand, the Key to English Place Names indicates that these names may have derived from separate, random references to a type of settlement known as a wic or to a type of elm tree called wych, on the other hand, all three of these names are derived from the same Proto-Indo-European root *Weik-. Moreover, all three align precisely with important strategic positions apparently taken by Vortigern in East Anglia to defend against a possible attack by the Picts in the north leading from the Wash south along the major rivers towards London. All three can be dated to the early Anglo-Saxon period, when Vortigern was reported to have invited Anglo-Saxons to live in Britain and serve with his warriors as mercenaries.  The nature and dates of the weapons, coins, buildings and burials discovered near these sites are consistent with the known history of the area. Finally, while the distance from these deployments to their initial base near Thanet is significant, the thirty-nine miles from Wicken Bonhunt past Wicken to Witchford, is close enough for several related families in one extended kinship group to have been stationed to establish a line of defense, to then participate in the first revolt, and finally to develop and maintain a coherent territory of several related settlements over the course of a century or more.




Chapter 10. From East Anglia westward to Middle Anglia

After being deployed by Vortigern in a line of defensive positions against a possible attack by the Picts from the north, the Wicken may have participated in the first revolt.  Under the leadership of Hengist and his brother Horsa, when federates like themselves did not receive the supplies that had been promised, they turned on the British.  While they may have obtained food and plunder from raiding the surrounding farms, the Angles were driven back from London and ended up settling where they had been stationed. 
This fighting may explain the burials of individual with fatal war-like injuries that were observed in the cemeteries near Wicken Bonhunt. Following the battle of Badon in the 490’s, however, the Wicken grew and prospered in all three locations.  Wicken Bonhunt clearly grew quite large, as evidenced by the many buildings that have been discovered there.  The families in Wicken may have spread out to nearby towns, since that village was within 8 miles of Ely, 9 miles of Newmarket, 14 miles of Cambridge, and closer to still Witchford as well as to many smaller settlements.  They may also have benefitted from gradual drainage of the fen, which resulting in additional farmland.  The growth of the Wicken families living in Witchford is evidenced by the additional development of Witcham, another small village at a crossroads surrounded by fenland farms just three miles to the west. The Key to English Place-Names believes that both Witchford and Witcham derive their names from the Wych elm trees, but while these trees were undoubtedly plentiful in the region, so too were the Wicken.  
When news reached East Anglia of the success of the second Anglian revolt, culminating in particular with the battle of Dryham in 577, the Wicken were ready to move.  The death of these kings created a power vacuum, a demilitarized zone into which Angles from the east and the West Saxons from the south could move and establish a measure of control, not so much by dominating the Romano-British population but more likely by providing protection and exacting tribute in return.  The Wulfingas, initially located near the coast, may have taken control of the rest of East Anglia, and so the Iclingas, a second royal Anglian dynasty in the area, founded by Offa of Angeln and named after his descendant, Icel, must have been ready to make the migration west to land that would become the Kingdom of Mercia.  
Our only information at this point, as revealed by the clue with which this book began – is that some of the Wicken must have settled at one point in the place in Rutland now named Whissendine. By tracing place names derived from the settlements of the tribal group, this chapter will search for answers to questions including the following: which of the Wicken would migrate, by what route, where would they settle along the way, and where would they settle after they reached their final destination?  To provide a context for analyzing place names, the chapter will begin with a review of the history of this period.
Anglo-Saxon History – From the Second Revolt to the Western Kingdoms
According to Morris, the peace that followed the first revolt of the Anglo-Saxon federates was ended by a second revolt. 
It began as a trickle and became a flood.  The memory of Badon had contained the English within their borders for three generations; though the military strength of Arthur’s empire soon dissolved, fear of superior British power long outlived its reality.  Its weakness was revealed when Cynric seized Salisbury in 550. ... In 571 Cuthwulf destroyed the midland British at Bedford and marched to Oxford; six years later his heir joined Ceawlin in the conquest of the lower Severn.  In less than ten years British political authority in the south had been abolished.  The crumbling dam crashed suddenly, and the English flooded over open lands.[footnoteRef:122] [122:  Morris, Arthur, 293.] 

 	
Morris notes that literary and historical traditions imply that Icel, King of the Angles, ‘moved his royal center and the remainder of his subjects from Angeln to Britain in the later fifth century’.  He writes that ‘it is therefore probable that Icel reinforced the Angles and established a royal centre among the east Angles of Norfolk and the lower Ouse’.[footnoteRef:123]  One place where the Iclingas may have located was Icklingham, just to the east of Lackford. ‘There is no record of midland and East Anglian wars beyond the general statement that some of the pagans who had occupied East Anglia earlier in the century went on to “invade Mercia” and to fight many campaigns against the British’.[footnoteRef:124] [123:  Ibid., p. 272.]  [124:  Ibid., pp. 297-98.] 

Nothing is known of the later constitution of the East Anglian and East Saxon monarchies, save that their kings stayed within their borders, and won no authority over other English peoples.  Political primacy passed to the frontier kingdoms, composed of small independent units, whose numbers greatly increased as colonists consolidated new lands to the west.[footnoteRef:125]   There are a number of Anglian clans who are known to have migrated to the west.  For example, Smith mentions that ‘two close parallels to the migration of Anglian folks into Worcestershire have often been noted in Phepson ... named from a group of the Faerpingas from Middle Anglia, and Whitsun brook ... from the Wixna of the fens (both folks named in the Tribal Hidage)’.[footnoteRef:126]  [125:  Ibid., pp. 323.]  [126:  A. H. Smith, ‘The Hwicce’, in Franciplegius: Medieval and Linguistic Studies in honor of F. P. Magoun, ed. J. B. Bessinger, Jr and R. P. Creed (New York: New York University Press) 64. ] 

Another striking example is provided by the Mercian, who were formed by another clan of Anglians, the Iclingas.  The Iclingas went further westwards than any of the others and carved out a small kingdom for themselves which soon came to dominate its neighbors to the east. Morris writes that 
the colonies that followed Cuthwulf’s victory were not haphazard settlements, founded by carefree adventurers on their private initiative.  Within a few years of 571, the several districts of the English are reported to have proclaimed their independence and established permanent monarchies.  Records are few and brief, for Bede reported almost nothing of sixth-century history. ... The story of the midlands is lost, for only a few fragments of the Anglian Chronicle survive. But these fragments remembered the foundation of future kingdoms, noting the “first king who reigned” in each region; ... the creation of the Mercian monarchy is placed in 584. ... There is no record of midland and East Anglian wars, beyond the general statement that some of the pagans who had occupied East Anglia earlier in the century went on to “invade Mercia” and to fight many campaigns against the British. ... The augmented English of the midlands united behind Creoda, a king who claimed descent from Icel.  His kingdom was a federation of very small peoples, who assumed the general name of the “frontier men”, the Mercians, the men of the march, or border.[footnoteRef:127]  [127:  Morris, Arthur, 298.] 


Hwiccia – Della Hook writes that the period in which the Hwiccan kingdom was established ‘remains one of the least understood in British history.’[footnoteRef:128]  Considering historical, archeologically, linguistic, and ecclesiastical evidence, she agrees with other historians that the Kingdom of Hwicce was of mixed origin, intermingling British as well as Anglian and Saxon influence.  Nevertheless, she concludes that ‘whatever the British contribution in the formation of the Hwiccan kingdom may have been, the dominant element in the leadership was inevitably Anglo-Saxon.’[footnoteRef:129]   [128:  Hooke, Landscape, 3.]  [129:  Ibid., 21.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk64211961]Most scholars take the territory of the Hwicce to be essentially the same as the later diocese of Worcester, founded in 679–80. Hooke uses evidence based on the location of coins to shows that this area is coterminous with that once occupied by the British tribe called Dobunni by the Romans.[footnoteRef:130] Smith suggests that the Hwicce could have been ‘an Anglian folk who had migrated from Middle Anglia into the Avon valley, from which they spread northward into Worcestershire and southward into the Cotswolds of Gloucestershire’.[footnoteRef:131]   However, they may have entered this territory through a more southern route as some believe, through a direct route to Worcester as Smith suggests, through a more northern route as he mentions in a footnote or, as Bassett suggests, through all three.[footnoteRef:132]  [130:  Ibid., 56.]  [131:  Smith, “Hwicce,” 61]  [132:  Bassett, “Church.” ] 

Wicken Place Names – The Migration to Mercia
Assuming that the Wicken in the Cambridge-Newmarket area had thrived during the lengthy peace that followed Baden, they were most likely ready to expand beyond their settlements at Wicken Bonhunt, Wicken, and Witchford.  Since the north and south Angles along the coast may have united as East Angles under the leadership of a royal clan such as the Wulfingas, it is understandable that the Wicken would move through territory of the Middle Angles to the Anglian frontier. They may also have been influenced to move west by other Angles in the area, including the Faerpingas, the Wixna, and the Iclingas.[footnoteRef:133] These groups may already have developed trails leading west from East Anglia, but in any case, it will be assumed here that absent other considerations, the Wicken would follow the most direct available routes.  This might be called the assumption of linearity, namely, that any group will follow a line of travel tracing the most direct route toward their destination. 	 [133:  P. Kessler, s.v. “East Angle (East Angles/East Anglia)”, The History Files.] 

There were three communities of Wicken in East Anglia, settled in places that had been occupied in order, one after the other, as the Wicken followed instructions from Vortigern, to deploy from Canterbury and London up along the Cam and Ouse rivers to the Fenland. In a similar manner, one possibility is that those in Wicken Bonhunt and in Wicken moved north to Witchford, and from there they all moved west until they settled in the vicinity of Whissendine. This was the location mentioned by Eilert Ekwall as having a name derived from the Wicingas.  However, these Wicken communities were aligned from north to south while the direction in which they are assumed to migrate after the second revolution is from east to west.  Moreover, there were several locations in the midlands in addition to Whissendine and others around Witchley whose names were linked to the Hwicce. This chapter will begin by exploring the route west from Witchford towards Whissendine and will then investigate the possibility that the other two Wicken groups in East Anglia also traveled in a westward direction but by different routes.
[bookmark: _Hlk64212003]The Route from Witchford to Witchley and Wichnor
Place-name evidence suggests that as they migrated, the Wicken who were located in Witchford ended up marching 51 miles to Witchley, now Witchley Close near Oakham and only five miles south of Whissendine in Rutland.  Later, as shown on the map in Figure 25, they appear to have moved another 102 miles further west, where they settled at Wichnor in Southern Mercia, now in Staffordshire.  The village of Wichnor was located 12 miles north of Tamworth and 12 miles southwest of Reptone, two important royal centers in Mercia for the Iclingas.
Figure 25. The route from Witchford to Wychnor
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
Witchley – According to William Page, ‘Witchley Warren and Witchley Warren Farm, at the eastern end of the parish [of Edith Weston], mark the site of “Wichele,” which was in 1310 within the forest of Rutland.’[footnoteRef:134]  In addition, Cox cites ‘Wicesle, Wicelea 1086, described in Domesday Book as a Hundred (twice) and as a Wapentake (four times). The name survives in Witchley Warren Farm just outside the hundred (in Edith Weston, Martinsley Hundred).’[footnoteRef:135]  Cox, as cited by Green, believes this was originally the name of an extensive common area between Normanton, Edith Weston, Empingham and Ketton, labelled as Wicheley Heath on Speed's 1603–11 map of Rutland, Bowen's 1756 map, and other early maps. Early forms include Wicheslea, Whicchele, Wicheley, etc., recorded from 1185 onwards. The Parish of Edith Weston was probably included at the time of the Domesday Survey in Hambleton Church soke [jurisdiction], as one of the seven 'berewes,' and was therefore demesne of the Crown.[footnoteRef:136] [134:  William Page, ‘A History of Rutland,’ in The Victoria History of the Counties of England, II, (London: The University of London, 1935).]  [135:  Barrie Cox, ‘The place names of Leicestershire and Rutland’ (Ph.D. diss., University of Nottingham, 1971), 662.]  [136:  Dr. Caitlin R. Green. ‘The Hwicce of Rutland? Some Intriguing Names from the East Midlands,’ in Caitlin Green (26 March 2016), http://www.caitlingreen.org/2016/03/the-hwicce-of-rutland.html.] 

The ley or heath, an uncultivated grassland whose name, Wicheley derives from the Wicken, was such a large common that as it was developed it gave rise to related names, such as Witchlea Hundred, Witchlea Leys and Whissendine. Whissendine itself was a parish located in the north-west of Rutland.  As noted by Green, ‘Early spellings include Wichingedene (1086) Wissendene (1206), and Wissinden' (1238). This name can be read either as an ‑inga‑ name formed around the above personal-name plus Old English denu, 'valley' or, more likely according to both Cox and Gelling, as an original *Hwiccena-denu, 'valley of the Hwicce'.’[footnoteRef:137]  [137:  Ibid. ] 

However, the early attestations of this place name are noteworthy. Since they do not begin with a <Wh->, they are more likely derived from the name Wicken than from Hwicce.  Moreover, as mentioned in the discussion of clues, this is perhaps the only time that the name of the tribe that established these settlements is recognized in the literature.  Ekwall suggests that the final element, OE denu 'a valley', is compounded with OE *Wicingas, ‘a tribal name derived from personal names in wic- with the change of cs to ss as due to Anglo-Norman influence.’[footnoteRef:138] [138:  Concise Oxford Dictionary, s.v. “Whissendine,” 489.] 

Wichnor (Wychnor).  Wychnor is a village and civil parish in Staffordshire, England, situated in the East Staffordshire local government district adjoining Alrewas and Barton-under-Needwood. It is situated on what was formerly the Roman road Ryknild Street and contains the hamlet of Wychnor Bridges where the road crosses the River Trent. According to Edith Harrison,
Its earliest spelling was Hwiccenofre. 'Ofre' was the Anglo-Saxon word for "edge or bank". Hwicce was a province comprising Gloucestershire, Worcestershire and a part of Warwickshire, and the people were called Hwiccas or Hwicii. It is thought that some of these people came to settle in Wychnor and so gave their name to the place they settled in. In the Doomsday Book, it is referred to as "Wicenore".[footnoteRef:139] [139:  Edith Harrison, The Story of Wychnor ... Written for the school children of Wychnor (Lichfield, 1934), 9-10.] 

  
The proliferation of Wicken-related names in the Western Midlands has led to confusion for historians such as Harrison, Ekwall, Hooke and Cox.  Absent information about the migration of Wicken from East Anglia, they assume that names such as Witchley in Rutland, Wichnor in Staffordshire and Whiston in Northamptonshire must have derived from the Hwicce and therefore could only have arisen from the secondary migration of groups of Hwicceans away from their tribal home. F.M. Stenton has also suggested that migrations of this kind may explain some of the worst complexities of Anglo-Saxon archaeology.[footnoteRef:140] Smith comes closer to the approach taken here when he considers the migration of Angles from the midlands to join the Hwicce and therefore notes that ‘Witchley and Whiston would suggest a line of penetration of the Hwicce from the Nene valley to the Avon valley.’[footnoteRef:141]  Finally Green summarizes these two explanations and then explains her choice between them: [140:  F.M. Stenton, Anglo-Saxon England, 3rd ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press,1971).]  [141:  Smith, “Hwicce.”] 

Two explanations have been offered for this situation. The first is that these names are evidence of an undocumented north-eastwards movement of people from the West Midlands kingdom of the Hwicce into the East Midlands, perhaps during the seventh – ninth centuries. The second explanation is that these names instead reflect a situation wherein the Hwicce were originally settled in the East Midlands during the fifth to sixth centuries and then moved south-westwards into their seventh- to eighth-century kingdom at some point before the seventh century.[footnoteRef:142]  [142:  Green, “Rutland.”] 


The author then suggests that 
there is at least a potential case for considering the second of the above scenarios as the more likely of the two: that is to say, that the East Midlands names could somehow reflect an early, pre-seventh-century presence and territory of the Hwicce in this region. In the first place, if these names do indeed all contain the group-name Hwicce – as has been supported by both Insley and Cox – then this is a rather different matter to them simply being names referencing individual members of the Hwicce who bore a personal name derived from their group-name. In particular, it would imply that we are not simply dealing with individual 'Hwiccians' present in the East Midlands, something that might accord well with the notion of a seventh-century or later north-eastern movement to this region from Worcestershire and Gloucestershire, but rather with a significant body of people living here, sufficient for them to be locally known as the Hwicce and give their name to multiple sites.’[footnoteRef:143]  [143:  Ibid.] 

 
Green’s conclusions thus support the evidence provided here as regards the establishment of an early presence and territory by a significant body of Wicken as well as the direction and chronology of their migration.  However, the author looks no further for the origin of this body of people in the east than the area in Rutland around Witchley, and therefore she suggests they were already called Hwicce rather than Wicingas. 
[bookmark: _Hlk64212077]Since the Wicken in Witchford and Witcham, near Ely, migrated to the west as part of the second Anglo-Saxon revolt, it is not surprising to find that the other Wicken back in East Anglia who had settled to the south of Witchford at Wicken and those located even further south at Wicken Bonhunt, also moved to the west.  However, the most direct routes for these groups of Wicken would lead them to settle at different locations in territory south of Mercia, territory that eventually became the Kingdom of Hwicce. It should be noted again that an assumption of linearity underlies the place-name tracing techniques utilized here.  This assumption is that people migrate with a plan, a general goal or at least a specific direction in mind, and that in the absence of obstacles, they will follow the most direct route available towards that goal.  Only when they reach their goal will they slow down and begin to meander, as predicted by the analogy of fluid dynamics.  Therefore, retrospective tracing, which begins at the three locations of the Wicken in East Anglia and which includes an assumption of linearity, produces three different migration maps to the Western Midlands: the first leading to Mercia as described above and the other two leading to territory to the south. Together, these three migration routes of the Wicken to the Western Midlands explain why there are places with Wicken-related names that lie between East Anglia and the Western Midlands, outside of the historic habitat of the Hwicce.
Wicken Place Names – The Migration to Hwiccia
Those Wicken whose ancestors were billeted to the south of Witchford, in Wicken and in Wicken Bonhunt on either side of Cambridge, were also eager to move to the Western Midlands.  Each migrated by the most convenient route to enter the territory that became the Kingdom of Hwicce, resulting in two migration routes to Hwiccia in addition to the migration route to Mercia described above.   




Figure 26. The route from Wicken Bonhunt to Whichford
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk64212112]Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
The Route from Wicken Bonhunt to Wicken (Milton Keys) to Whichford
The Wicken living in Wicken Bonhunt appear to have taken a more southerly route to the Western Midlands by way of Wicken (Milton Keys), and Whichford, as seen in Figure 26. 
Wicken.  Wicken is a village and civil parish near Milton Keys in the English county of Northamptonshire. The modern village dates from Saxon times and is mentioned in the Domesday Book.  According to Riden and Insley, during the Middle Ages Wicken seems to have functioned as two villages: Wick Dive and Wick Hamon, separated by a stream and both in separate manors. The latter is the older of the two and adjoins the site of a Roman settlement.   Both estates are mentioned for the first time in 1086 and have a separate manorial history until 1449. Other later settlements such as Wicken Hurst stand apart from the two villages.[footnoteRef:144] [144:  “Wicken”, in A History of the County of Northampton: Volume 5, the Hundred of Cleley, ed. by Philip Riden and Charles Insley (London, 2002), 413-438. ] 

Whichford.  According to Mills, Whichford is a village and civil parish in Warwickshire, England, about 5 miles southeast of Shipston-on-Stour.  The Domesday Book of 1086 records Wicford as a manor of 15 hides. In a document of about 1130 the name is spelled Wicheforda. Its etymology is not certain, but Mills believes it may mean "Ford of the Hwicce".[footnoteRef:145]  If, when the village was settled, the Hwicce were called Wicingas, it is evident that the name could be derived from Wic-, the root form of the name of the tribe. [145:  A.D. Mills, A Dictionary of British Place-Names, s.v. “Whichford ,” (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011) https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199609086.001.0001/acref-9780199609086, 703.] 








Figure 27. The route from Wicken to Wichenford
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk64212310]Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
The Route from Wicken to Whiston to Wichenford
The Wicken living in Wicken (Cambridgeshire), north of Wicken Bonhunt but south of Witchford, also appear to have migrated straight across to the Western Midlands, but by way of Whiston and Wichenford, as seen in Figure 27.
Whiston. Whiston is a village in the English county of Northamptonshire four miles due east of the county town of Northampton. According to Mills, the name of the village derives from Old English and was first recorded as Hwiccingtune in 974 and is mentioned in the Domesday Book in 1086 as Wicentone.  Mills believes it means ‘the farmstead of the Hwicce tribe.’[footnoteRef:146] Green notes that on the basis of the second form, “it is sometimes suggested that this is an ‑ingtūn name formed around an unrecorded personal name derived from the group-name Hwicce, as above; however, it has more recently been noted that the second form is from a late copy of a dubious charter and that this place name and its other forms are more plausibly explained as reflecting an original *Hwiccenatūn, 'the village/settlement of the Hwicce'.”[footnoteRef:147] However, since the charter is dubious, and the first recording may have been a back-formation from the well-known name of the Hwicce, it is also possible that Wicentone, as it appears in the Domesday Book is derived from the root form of the tribal name of the Wicingas. [146:  ‘Whiston,’ Ibid.,704.]  [147:  Green, “Rutland.”] 

Wichenford.  Wichenford is a village and civil parish (with Kenswick) in the Malvern Hills District in the county of Worcestershire, England. It lies 6 miles to the north-west of the city of Worcester. The Key to English Place-Names indicates that the various place-name indices it references suggest that the name is “probably” derived from the name of the wych-elm tree. However, given the common origin of that name and the name of the Wicken, together with the prevalence of other place names from the latter source leading across Britain to the Western Midlands, it is more probable that the name indicates that the village was settled by the Wicken.
There is little information available as to the history of Wichenford, but the nearby town of Worcester was settled in the 7th century by the Angles of Mercia and was known as Weogorna. After centuries of warfare against the Vikings and Danelaw it had become a centre for the Anglo-Saxon army and was known as Weogorna ceastre (Worcester Camp). The Weorgoran probably became a sub-tribe of the larger kingdom of the Hwicce.[footnoteRef:148] [148:  A. Mawer and F. M. Stenton, with F. T. S. Houghton, The Place- Names of Worcestershire, EPNS 3 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1927), 179.] 

In summary, these three migratory routes describe the arrival of the Wicken at the western frontier of the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain, one leading to Mercia and the other two leading to territory in the Western Midlands that came under the control of the Hwicce.  This place-name evidence thus indicates that the Wicken settled in strategic locations on both the eastern and western borders of this territory, including one location that is only 6 miles from the town of Worcester, which became the administrative center for the church within the same territory. 
Hooke believes that the place names Whichford and Wichenford are both derived from the name of the Hwicce.  However, other authors such as J. E. B. Gover, et. al., do not associate names like Whichford with the Hwicce because early spellings of the name with a <Wh> are outweighed by earlier ones without the <h>).[footnoteRef:149]   This judgment is based on the finding that  the Old English spelling of words like Hwicce was typically modified to begin with <Wh-> in Middle English.[footnoteRef:150] Early attestations of Wichenford in Worcestershire included Wiceneford in the eleventh century,[footnoteRef:151] and Whichford in southern Warwickshire was first recorded in Domesday Book as Wicford 1086, with other variants listed as  [149:  Gover,  et. al., Warwickshire, 301. ]  [150:  Donka Minkova, ‘Philology, linguistics, and the history of /hw/~/w/,’ in Studies in the History of the English language II: Unfolding Conversations, ed. by Anne Curzan and Kimberly Emmons (Berlin 2004, 7–46.]  [151:  Mawer, et. al., Worchestershire, 179.] 

Wikeford 1179 P Wicheford(a) c. 1130 BM, 1202 P, 1204 C1R, 1279 Ipm, 1316 FA, Wich- 1221 Bracton, Wyc(c)he- 1253 Ch et freq to 1549 Pat, Wichefort 1247 SR Wucheford 1235 Fees Whichford 1263 Pap, Whiccesford 1305 Pat, Whucheford 1327 SR, Whiccheford 1332 ib. Whecheford 1327 FF Whitford 1675.[footnoteRef:152]  [152:  Gover, et. al., Warwickshire, 301.] 


Thus, although there are six listings after 1250 that begin with <Wh->, all seven of the earlier attestations begin with <W->, providing evidence that these names were derived from Wicken, with later variants perhaps influenced by Hwicce.  This in turn suggests that these places were settled when the Wicken first arrived and before the territory became a Kingdom.
[bookmark: _Hlk64212356]An Interim Territory among the Middle Angles
Because the Wicken had established three (or more) settlements near each other in East Anglia in the 5th century and appear to have migrated west from each settlement over a century later by a different route, these three migrations and their corresponding routes and settlements have been considered separately. This approach builds on previous conjectures regarding the various routes by which Angles arrived in the Western Midlands, it provides clarity as to which subgroup migrated by which route, and it provides an explanation for the origin of different places whose names appear related to the Hwicce, but which are located in the midlands north and east of the Hwiccian territory. However, given the common origin and close relationship between these three subgroups, it is also important to consider the relationship between these different places. 
A careful examination of the configuration of the settlements established by the Wicken on their way to the Western Midlands strongly suggests that their migration was precisely planned and carefully coordinated so that each group of Wicken set up camp and developed an interim habitation in the East Midlands that was closely aligned with the others.  This would have allowed the three groups to communicate with and support each other during their migration, but without intruding into the sphere of influence surrounding each settlement where the resident group would hunt, gather, raise, and acquire food and other goods from neighboring inhabitants. By beginning these migrations around the same time, by marching almost exactly the same number of days, and therefore by covering almost exactly the same distance, and by heading in approximately the same direction from each of their three original settlements in East Anglia, the three Wicken groups relocated within a one- or two-day walk from each other, thereby ensuring that they had safe, secure settlements in which to recover and regroup.
Figure 28. Wicken Migration to the East Midlands
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
The coordination of these migrations is demonstrated by the precision with which they located their first set of settlements. The map in Figure 28 shows that the three interim settlements, Witchley, Whiston and Wicken, were 51, 54, and 56 miles, respectively, from their starting points at Witchford, Wicken (Milton Keys), and Wicken Bonhunt.  Walking at about three miles an hour for about 6 hours each day would get each group to their destination in about 3 days, allowing time to pack up each morning, unpack each afternoon and to set up for a meal and shelter each evening. With children and elders, it might have taken each group more days, perhaps up to a week, to walk that distance. In any case, they must have coordinated their movements, or perhaps even scouted out and located the target for each group before they began their migrations, because these interim settlements were perfectly aligned, north to south, and located so that those in Witchley were 36 miles from Whiston, which was 18 miles from Wicken.  Of course, the interim territory included all three settlements, per se, as well as the surrounding territory necessary for support and sustenance, as suggested by the gray ovals in Figure 28.
This analysis is based in part on the general technique of contact tracing. However, since it assumes that close contact over a period of time might result in the building of a community, it could even be designated as a specific form of contact tracing called, of course, “community building.” In this case, it requires an assumption of residential propinquity, namely that people living near each other are likely to have some interaction with each other and through these personal contacts are likely to develop a shared culture.  Of course, the residents of the three different Wicken settlements already had a shared culture, since they were part of the same extended kinship group and had lived in contact with each other for over a century in East Anglia. Taken together, these contiguous settlements served, in effect, as a staging area from which the Wicken could draw upon the resources of the surrounding area to resupply, while they reconnoitered and planned for a final push westward.  
	They may have sought out local knowledge of the territory to the west, but it is not unlikely that they also sent a small group ahead to scout out the new territory and assess the political situation into which they were headed.  To ensure a successful migration, they would need to map out the best paths of penetration, sites for settlement, and channels of communication, as well as to work out a plan for the steps and the process by which they would develop the territory. Although local Romano-British leaders had been defeated in 577 by the West Saxons, it is significant that Bede does not mention taking control of Worchester as part of their victory.  So, the Wicken may have anticipated that their arrival might not have always be welcomed by the resident population of Britons in the Western Midlands. Therefore, it was an important part of their plan that they first establish a base of support amidst the presumably friendlier Middle Angles from which to launch their incursion across the western frontier. 
Moreover, their first, interim movement from East Anglia to Middle Anglia would also serve as trial run for the major, longer, multi-pronged, final migration to follow and, more importantly, for the eventual process of settlement in the Western Midland.  Since their migration from Kent to East Anglia had taken place over 100 years earlier, the process of settling into a new territory after a migration would involve many activities new to the current generation of Wicken, such as selecting sites, constructing shelters, arranging for security, seeking out and cultivating sources of food and supplies, identifying local tribes whose members might be friendly, and establishing initial, hopefully benign, relations with these local residents.  Since they would have been vulnerable at this point to any efforts to resist their arrival, block their advancement, and disrupt their settlement, this process must needs be carried out efficiently and effectively. So, the opportunity to prepare for a final migration by carrying out a trial run in which they could practice the process, learn from experience, identify problems, and correct any mistakes would have been crucial to their success.













Figure 29. Wicken Migration to the Western Midlands
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
It is clear from this application of contact tracing and community building that the westward migration of the Wicingas should be viewed not as the disparate movement of three different groups of Wicingas resulting in a random collection of diverse settlements scattered across the Midland.  Rather, the evidence demonstrates that this was a coordinated march with the initial goal of establishing contiguous settlements within the territory of the Middle Angles such as outlined in Figure 29.  These settlements may have been envisioned by the Wicingas as a base of support from which they could launch a sustained drive to cross the frontier and settle the western territory. If the ultimate goal of the Iclingas, working together with the Wicingas, was to establish control over the Western Midlands, their joint success is surely demonstrated by the dual kingdoms of Mercia and Hwicce. 
There is no way of knowing how long the Wicken occupied these settlements in Middle Anglia.  However, if they left East Anglia sometime around 577 after hearing about the Saxon victory at Dyrham (Deorham) and then moved on from this area to arrive in the Western Midlands sometime before 583, that would have given them over two decades before 603, when St. Augustine of Canterbury would look to the Hwicce as intermediaries to help facilitate meetings with leaders of the British/Celtic Church.  This might have been enough time for the Wicken to modify their name to Hwicce, unite the territory into a province, gain a regional reputation as effective leaders, and develop a relationship with local clerics and neighboring tribes. If so, this timeline would also have given the Wicken four or five years to establish and occupy their territory among the Middle Angles, although more recent accounts would have given them more time.  The subsequent history of the Wicken in the territory that became known as the Kingdom of Hwicce is perhaps even more consequential than their migration across the midlands.  The processes through which the Wicken became the Hwicce will be described in the Part Three of this book. 

PART THREE. HOW THE WICKEN BECAME THE HWICCE

	As the Wicken arrived in the Western Midlands, they set out to establish and control the territory.  The first problem they encountered was confusion over their name.  The fact that at least three other common toponyms were derived from the same Proto-Indo-European root, *Weik, meant that people from these places were often confused with the Wicken because the names were often homonyms.  The Wicken had encountered this problem of homonymic clash before, but never to the extent that they did in the Western Midlands.  They had even made efforts to distinguish their name from others before, but never had they modified it to the extent they did here.  Before they were trying to establish a settlement, but here they were trying to control a territory. Never before were the stakes so high. So, they gave up their name, which faded from sight and sound, and they entered into History as the Hwicce.
	Distinguishing their name was the first of many actions taken by the Wicken in their effort to control this ancient British territory. They maintained allegiance with the royal dynasty of the Iclingas, developed new alliances with the religious leadership of the Britons, assimilated resident tribes of the area into a multi-ethnic polity, extracted taxes from economic activities and population centers, and distributed leadership over the land that became the Kingdom of Hwicce. This final part of the book describes in detail the motivation and process through which the Wicken became the Hwicce and the steps they took to establish control over this portion of the Western Midlands.  Their success is recognized and memorialized in the trail of place names across the Continent and Britain and in the province that has lived on in history as the Kingdom of Hwicce.

  



Chapter 11. A Homonymic Clash and its Consequences
There is general agreement among most historians that leadership of the multi-cultural Hwicce was provided by an Anglian group who entered the former territory of the Dobunnic from the Midlands.  If so, this begs the question:  Could the Wicken have entered the recorded history of the Western Midlands not as Wicing or Wicingas but as the Hwicce?  If so, what motivated the tribe to change their name and by what linguistic process did the change occur? 
The Homophonic Clash between /Wic-/ and /wic-/
Place-name evidence used in previous chapters to track the migration of the Wicken into the Western Midlands indicates that three groups of Wicken arrived after a carefully coordinated march from Witchford, Wicken (Cambridgeshire) and Wicken Bonhunt in the territory of the East Angles and after establising an accurately alligned set of contiguous camps in Witchley, Whiston and Wicken (Milton Keynes) in the territory of the Middle Angles.  Having then marched to the new territory in the west, they settled in Wychnor to the north, Whichford at its eastern border, and Wichenford to the west.  
	The Wicken in Wychnor may have assisted the Iclingas, who migrated from East Anglia to establish control over what become Mercia.  After contuining their affiliation with the Iclingas, who established a royal center situated close to Wychnor, the Wicken there may have migrated down to Wychbold, their own royal center which the Iclingas, reportedly, would enjoy visiting from time to time.  There, they joined the other Wicken kinship groups in the territory south of Mercia. 
	Alternatively, the large population that originated in Wicken Bonhunt and passed close to Icingham on their way west, and may have split up as they arrived in the Western Midlands, with some settling in Whichford and others moving on to Wychnor.  There they could have established a royal center with ties to their allies, the Iclingas .Other Wicken, once they reached Wichenford , also may have traveled into the center of the territory to Wickhamford and down the salt road past Gloucester to settle in Wickwar.  However, unlike the coordinated march to Middle Anglia, as for the settlement of the new territory, the assumption of linearity suggests only which groups settled the  northernmost and southernmost places, while those places located inbetween may have been established by any of the three groups, and it is also possible that any one of these was settled by Wicken from more than one of the places in Middle Anglia.   Fortunately, other than the possibility of continued contact with the royalty among the Iclingas both in Mercia and in Hwicce, it matters little which Wicken established which of these places, since all the Wicken were presumably united in their plans and allegiances.
	As the Wicken arrived in these places and began to assume operational and ceremonial control over the region, they appear to have encountered a problem due to confusion between toponyms derived from the root name of the Anglian clan, Wic-, and two others: those derived from a Latin loan word whose root was also wic-, probably derived from the Latin vicus, and those derived from Wich (Wych), the name of a type of elm tree. There are a great many places scattered across southern England whose names derive from wic-, in large part a remnant of the Roman occupation of Britain from 43 AD through 110 AD.  The ubiquity of this toponym is also due to the diversity of places to which it has been applied. This is evident from Ekwall’s well-known major study in which he identifies a dozen possible meanings of the word. Coates’ reanalysis of these meanings reinforces the broad applicability of this name as he demonstrates the generality and flexibility of the underlying sense-definitions.[footnoteRef:153]  In addtion /wic/, when combined with /ham/ in the form /wickham/, was also applied by early Anglo-Saxons as an appellation indicating a location with evidence of a Roman-era villa and its post-Roman survival as a small settlement.  Furthermore, Coates also reviews evidence in support of the view that w_c as the first element in a number of other compound words is an indicator to be taken seriously of old Roman connections.[footnoteRef:154] Finally, one of the most spectacular trees in England at the time was an elm called the Wich or Wych elm, and because of the abundance of these trees throughout northern Europe and southern England, scholars trace the etymology of many small settlements which may have been located near one or more of these common trees to this other derivative of the Proto-Indio-European word *Weik.[footnoteRef:155] [153:  Coates, ‘Wicks,’ 83 – 103.]  [154:  Coates, ‘Wicks’, 109.]  [155:  Etymology Dictionary, “*Weik-.”] 

The Ubiquity of Similar Place Names
 	The problem faced by the Wicken was thus caused by the ubiquity of homonymic place names derived from wic (or Wich) in both their simplex and complex forms.  These other place names created ambiguity regarding the sense and the source of the Wicing tribal name, since the people living in any of these places might be known as wicing.  Moreover, the names of places where they had settled could also be confused, since all three of these toponyms were derived from similar sources and were often pronounced as homophones. In Old English, the pronunciation of Wic-, wic-, and Wich- all began with a vocalized /w/ or, as it was sometimes spelled, a <uu> as in the modern word vacuum; followed by a long /i/, sounding like the <ee> in the modern word week; followed then by /c/, which may initially have been slightly palatalized sounding like the [ck] in kick. However, wic soon developed a variant pronunciation, applied mostly to locations related to the salt trade, in which the final /c/ was more fully palatalized and pronounced as the /ch/ in reach. The tribal name Wic may also have been subject to variation in the pronunciation of the final /c/, but evidence is lacking since Standard Old English spelling used the same letter ⟨c⟩ for both /k/ and /tʃ/. If so, each of the two variants of Wic would have been homophonous with one or the other variant of wic and of Wich, whose spelling suggests that the digraph <ch> might have been palatalized. 
	As the Wicken settled next to and interacted with native Britons, as well as with some resident Mercians and West Saxons, there would have been close contact between these people, their settlements, languages, and cultures. A sense of the proliferation and proximity of settlements with similar sounding names derived from these different sources, can be obtained from the place names that still survive.  Moreover, the etymology listed in the Key to English Place Names or suggested by scholars such as Ekwall and Mills for each of these names indicates the lack of certainty caused by the numerous homophones involved. Only one entry notes the possibility of derivation of the name of a place first settled by the Wicken as from an unknown tribe, and none mention the Wicing or Wicingas.  These listings thus demonstrate the absence of any memory of the clan, which is not surprising since they were virtually unknown in the Western Midlands and changed their name shortly after they arrived. However, they also illustrate the strong influence of homonyms of Wic on the interpretation of these place names, the kind of influence which would have caused a serious homophonic clash:  
[bookmark: _Hlk77232593]Wichenford – Located just outside of Worchester, Wichenford would have been ten miles or less from settlements whose names derive from wic, including Upper Wick, Powick, Rushwick, and Knightwick. This is an example where a settlement of the Wicken might have been mistaken for a settlement named for the Wych-elm, which is the etymology provided in the Key to English Place-Names.[footnoteRef:156] [156:  The Key to English Place-names, s.v. “Wichenford”, The Institute for Name Studies, University of Nottingham (2020), provides etymologies based on all relevant name indices.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk77232640]Wychbold – Also located in Worchestershire, Wychbold was only seven miles from Droitwich and fifteen miles from Wixford, the former with a more palatized suffix than the latter. Because it was first attested as Uuicbold in 692, the importance of this site as a settlement of the Wicken might have been confused by Mills with a wic, ‘trading settlement.’[footnoteRef:157] Because of its proximity to Droitwich, the prefix /Wych/ was later pronounced with a palatalized final consonant cluster. It may even have been thought of as a ‘-wich town,’a name that, as Ekwall explains, ‘originally denoted the buildings connected with a salt-pit or even the town that grew up around it.’ [footnoteRef:158] [157:  Mills, A. D. A Dictionary of British Place-Names. Oxford University Press (2003).]  [158:  Eilert Ekwall, Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names (fourth ed.). (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1960,), p. 515–516] 

[bookmark: _Hlk77232683]Whichford – Whichford in Warwickwhire is fourteen miles from Wyck Rissington, fifteen miles from Temple Herdewyke, seventeen miles from Smethwick, and thirty miles from Bredon’s Hardewick and Elmstone Hardwicke. Whichford appears to have been thought of as a ford near a stand of Wych-elm, perhaps because of its use of /wic/ as a prefix, while the names utilize the root word alone or as a suffix, perhaps indicating that they describe a type of wic.[footnoteRef:159] [159:  Key, ‘Whichford’.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk77232717]Wickwar – Located south in Gloucestershire, Wickwar was 11 miles from Wick, 16 miles from Tadwick, 17 miles from Upper Swainswick, and 31 miles from Wick St. Lawrence. Although first attested to as Wichen, Wickwar might have been thought of not in relation to the Wicing but as referring to a wic, meaning ‘a dwelling; a building or collection of buildings for special purpose; a farm, a dairy farm; a trading or industrial settlement; or (in the plural) a hamlet, village.’[footnoteRef:160] [160:  Ibid., ‘Wickwar.’] 

Wickhamford – Wickhamford is in Evesham, 7 miles from Lenchwick and 14 miles from Bredon’s Hardwick.  The settlement is attested in the Domesday Book as Wiquene, but even though the name is so similar to Wicing, scholars are uncertain of its origin, according to the Key to English Place-Names, just as contemporary tribal groups in the territory might have been.[footnoteRef:161] [161:  Ibid., ’Wickhamford’.] 

History and Consequences of the Clash
The analysis above suggests that although some of the names derived from /wic/ used it in a singular form as did some of the names derived from Wic-, most were used as suffixes. In contrast, most of the names derived from Wic- were used as prefixes. Nevertheless, the pronunciation of these names was often so similar as to cause inevitable confusion regarding both the source and the sense of place names derived from the Wicing. In the political process through which the Wicing were moving into the roles previously held by Romans or their laeti of receiving tribute or taxes, recruiting solders, constructing and maintaining infrastructure and providing ceremonial leadership, confusion over who was involved could easily have caused or contributed to conflict over who was in charge.  
In addition to other salient strategies of distinction such as language and religion, the names of tribes and settlements would have been especially important, first for identifying those in control and then for unification of disparate tribal elements behind their new leaders. This clash between homophones of /wic-/, one designating a few settlements of Angles from a newly arrived kinship group and the other designating multiple settlements of Romano-Britons, West Saxons and others from  previously established tribes, would certainly have resulted in confusion over the identity and status of the Wicing.[footnoteRef:162]  This confusion might have exacerbated any rivalry between tribal groups and definitely would have complicated the political process through which control was assumed or asserted by the incoming Anglian migrants.  Therefore, this confusion would have motivated the Wicing to disambiguate their tribal name by changing the way in which it was pronounced. Of course, any significant change in pronunciation would have been indicated by a corresponding change in spelling.   [162:  A homophonic clash may result in a variety of changes, as noted by R. M. Hogg in his lecture on The Sound of Words: Some Phonological Influences on English Vocabulary.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk77232852]The Wicken may have become aware of the problem back on the Continent where they could have encountered settlements with a name derived from /wic/ as they crossed through territory south of the Rhine previously controlled by the Romans.  They certainly were faced with the problem when they established a cluster of settlements near in Kent, where changes in pronunciation resulted in names such as Wicheham, Wingham and Ickham.  As they moved onto Thanet, down into the Weald, up to East Anglia, and across to the Western Midlands, their settlements acquired names that reflect similar variations in spelling, and probably in pronunciation, including Wychdene, Wycherindenn, Winchenden, Wichenden, Winkhurst, Wingindene, Wych Cross, Wicken, Wickens, Whichford, Whiston, Wichenford, Witchford, Witchley,Whissendene, Wichnor, and Wychnor.  So, it is not surprising that under the increased cultural and political pressure involved in settling the Western Midlands, the name Wicing, or its variants such as Wicingas and Wichen, was subject to additional changes in pronunciation and spelling.
[bookmark: _Hlk77232927]As Mills points out in his article on The Chronology and Language of English Place Names, ‘the dominant stratum in English place names (apart from those of Cornwall) is a result of the political domination by the Anglo-Saxons of the Celtic-speaking Britons and the gradual imposition of the Old English language on them’.[footnoteRef:163]  Therefore, as the leadership of the Wicken sought to establish political control over this part of the Western Midlands and as the warlords of Mercia sought to establish this southern territory as a political buffer between Mercia and the West Saxons, they both would have sought to impose a distinctive tribal designation upon the territory so as to avoid any confusion between the Anglian leaders living in strategically located settlements from which they controlled the new territory and the multi-ethnic people living in numerous separate villages scattered throughout the area. Finally, the other Anglo, Saxon and Romano-Briton members of the newly defined multi-cultural, polyethnic tribe would also presumably have been less resistant to accepting a tribal name that was not exactly identical to that of the founding clan, much as the multi-ethnic population to their north acquired the name Mercia rather than that of the founding tribe of Iclingas. In other words, the heterogeneous population of the territory may have been willing to participate in constructing a tribal identity as Hwicc(e), a distinctive name related to, but sounding distinctly different from, the name Wic(ingas). [163:  A. D. Mills, The Chronology and Language of English Place Names Oxford: Oxford University Press.] 


Chapter 12. The Transformation of Wice into Hwicce


Wic(h)(e)- and Wich(en)- were apparently used in Kent as the roots for over a dozen place names derived from settlements of the Wicken.  While neither the phonology nor the orthography of the names were standardized at the time, the earliest attestation of the place names which mark their migration across Southern Britain do suggest a similar pattern: 
1. Wica in OE, then Wykes in ME, and now Wicken Bonhunt in Essex
1. Wicha in OE, then Wiken in ME, and now Wicken in East Cambridgeshire
1. Wiceford in OE, and now Witchford, in Cambridgeshire
1. Wick in ME, then combined into a plural form, now Wicken in Cambridgeshire.
1. Wice in OE, now the complex Whichford in Warwickshire
1. Wychenton and Hwiccingtune in OE, now Whiston in Northamptonshire. 
1. Wichen in OE, now Wichenford in Worchestershire
1. Wicheslea, Whicchele, and Wicheley in OE, now Witchley in Rutland
1. Wicingas in OE and Wichingedene in ME, now as Whissendene in Rutland
1. Wiceslea Hund and Wicelea Wapent in OE, became Witchley Hundred in Rutland
1. Wicenore and Hwiccenofre in OE, now Wychnor in Staffordshire
1. Uuicbold and Wicelbold in OE, now Wychbold in Worcester
1. Wichen in OE, now Wickwar in Glouchestershire 

	These names suggest that the earliest attestations of place names across Southern Britain that were derived from the name of the clan of Wicken were comprised of the four phonetic elements:
a. They began with a /W/, with /Uu/, /Wh/ and /Hw/ as variants – probably voiced.  /Hw/ would not be voiced, but it is probably an exception due to back-formation, as explained below. 
b. They included /i/ as the single vowel, with /y/ as a variant – probably long and pronounced as the /ee/ in week.
c. The vowel is followed by the consonant /c/, with /k/, /ch/, /tch/, /cc/ and /ck/, as variants – the first two were likely pronounced as [k] while the last four were probably palatalized as [tʃ], although Standard Old English spelling did not reflect this split, and used the same letter ⟨c⟩ for both /k/ and /tʃ/
d. The root form almost always ended in /e/, with /a/, /en/, /el/, /es/, as variants and often with a suffix such as -bold, -dene, -ford, -ingas, -le, lea, ley, -nor, -ofre, -ton or -tune.
Transformations in pronouncing the name
While the Wicing in all of their first settlements in the Western Midlands would have been motivated to pronounce their name differently, the process probably began with the Wicingas in Wychbold, for two reasons: first, Wychbold was closer to Droitwich than any of the other settlements were to places with names derived from /wic/, and second, since Wychbold was a royal center and also a location from which the trade in salt would have been regulated, these Wicingas were under more pressure to disambiguate their name than were the others.  Of course, living in a royal center and exerting control over the distribution of salt, they would have been in frequent touch with the other Wicingas settlements, and they were also centrally located, which would have made sharing of a new pronunciation of their name easier than if it had originated at one of the other settlements. 
In the primarily oral culture of the Anglo-Saxons, transformation of the root form from Wic(h)(e)- to Hwicc(e)- would have involved several closely related changes in the pronunciation of the name.  These changes would probably have occurred in several phases, although they would all have occurred within a period of approximately 10 years. Assuming the Wicing left East Anglia around 477 and stayed in the East Midlands for around 5 years, they might have arrived in the Western Midlands around 483 AD. This would have given them about 10 years to complete the transition and 10 more for the name to become the common toponym for settlements by the Hwicce, both within the province itself and across the other kingdoms of southern Britain. By 603, according to Bede, the Archbishop of Canterbury with advice from King Ethelbert of Kent arranged a meeting with bishops of the Britons using the Hwicce at intermediaries and at a location on the border between the Hwicce and the West Saxons.[footnoteRef:164]  So as outlined below, the primary change(s) to differentiate the homophones might have occurred first, followed reflexively by any resulting changes through the assimilation of other coarticulated segments and finally the addition of any extraneous changes over the next year or two, by which time the new pronunciation would have begun to spread to the other settlements and beyond: [164:  Kessler, “Hwicce,”. ] 

Shortening the i – From a psycholinguistic perspective, the most prominent aspect of a word that sounded like week is the long vowel /i/, which is very high on the sonority scale relative to the loudness of other sounds.[footnoteRef:165]  So, the most likely focus of the process probably would be a change to shorten or clip the vowel, which would then sound like the /i/ in sit or wick rather than the /ī/ in machine or marine.  For various reasons, this change was quite common in Old English as the following analogues demonstrate: OE wīsdōm>wisdom; OE fīftiġ > fifty; OE wȳsċan > to wish; OE cȳþþ(u) > kith; OE fȳst > fist; OE ċīcen>chicken; and OE lȳtel > little.[footnoteRef:166] So the Wicken most likely chose a modification in pronunciation of their name that was already underway in the phonology of the language and perhaps already exemplified by changes to the pronunciation of a number of common words. [165:  Hogg, R. M. (1983) The Sound of Words: Some Phonological Influences on English Vocabulary ]  [166:  These analogues are listed in ‘Phonological history of Old English’ in Wikipedia (2020).] 

Two Forms of Assimilation – This change would in turn have led through assimilation, both anticipatory and preservative coarticulation, to two other somewhat less noticeable changes – (a) the devoicing of the /w/ and (b) the doubling (gemination) of the /c/. While these changes contribute to the differentiation between Wic and wic, they were most likely secondary, perhaps unintentional, and therefore more gradual but nevertheless regular in development. Moreover, because the phonological changes are reflected by changes in orthography, they provide evidence that the /i/ was in fact shortened.
a. Devoicing the /w/ - Once the sonority peak of the syllable nucleus /Wic-/ had been lowered significantly by shortening the vowel, the Sonority Sequencing Principle suggests that the sonority of both the preceding and following segments would also be lowered to preserve the phonotactic structure of the syllable.[footnoteRef:167] So instead of beginning with a double u (uu), which would have sounded something like the /uu/ in ‘vacuum’ or ‘continuum’ (where you can hear the u’s because they engage the vocal chords), the sonority was lowered by simply devoicing the /w/.  This left an initial digraph /hw/ that would sound like the consonant cluster /wh/ in ‘what’ (OE hwaet) or ‘whale’ (OE hwael) (where you do not hear the w’s because the vocal cords are only engaged to pronounce the following short vowel).  [167:  Clements, G. N. (1990). The role of the sonority cycle in core syllabification. In J. Kingston and M. E. Beckman (eds.) Papers in Laboratory Phonology I: Between the grammar and the physics of speech. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 283-333.] 

Other analogues for devoicing the /w/ can be found as a result of the The process by which the historical /hw/ has become /w/ in most modern varieties of English, the so-called “Wine-to-Whine Merger” (also called the “Glide Cluster Reduction”).  This was a phonological process by which /w/, pronounced as a voiced labio-velar approximate [w], was devoiced and pronounced as a voiceless labio-velar approximant [ʍ]. So, words that were spelled with a <w> in Old English were then pronounced the same as words spelled with a <hw>, which came later to be spelled as <wh>.  As a result, the process caused the distinction to be lost between the pronunciation of <w> and that of <wh>.  So, pairs of words that were once differentiated through an initial voiced /w/ as in wice and a voiceless digraph like the /hw/ in Hwicce became homophones once again as the /hw/ was reduced to /w/ and the pronunciation of the <w> was merged with that of <wh>.[footnoteRef:168] Examples include wine/whine, wet/whet, weather/whether, wail/whale, Wales/whales, and witch/which. [168:  Etymology Dictionary, s.v. “wh-;” J. C. Wells, Accents of English, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982, 228–229.] 

This merger occurred, of course, well after the name Wicingas was transformed into Hwicce, since otherwise the spelling of the name need not have changed.  However, the fact that this merger was a change in the phonology of the language suggests once again that the change in the Wicken name was not just a random event but might have been an early example of a growing number of occasional changes that ultimately resulted in this particular linguistic change.
b. Doubling the /c/ - A second change resulting from the shortening of the /i/ was that the /c/ that follows was doubled (geminated) to /cc/, as is common after short vowels, a process related historically to West Germanic gemination which occurred only after short vowels.[footnoteRef:169]  This change would also reinforce the clipping of the vowel /i/ through pre-cluster shortening. According to Hogg, pre-consonantal shortening strengthens the association between shortness of the vowel and the two consonants to the right of it. Already in OE orthographic doubling of consonants appears as an indicator of a preceding short vowel, although Hogg notes that this indicator is ‘not wholly consistent’ [footnoteRef:170].  The effect would have been assimilation with the lowered sonority of the preceding vowel by a slight lowering of the sonority of this segment through lengthening and palatalizing the articulation of the consonant to sound like the /ck/ in cockle, lock, stick, thick and, of course, wick. All of these were spelled at first with a geminated <cc> in Old English, in a manner analogous to Hwicce.  [169:  Donka Minkova, A Historical Phonology of English (Edinburgh, 2014) 71-72, 225.]  [170:  Richard Hogg., A Grammar of Old English, Vol. I: Phonology, Oxford, 1992) 2.78, n. 1.] 

Retaining (or Adding) a final /e/ - Although as Coates notes, the form <Hwicce>, by which the tribe is popularly referenced, appears only once and as a compound name in existing historic documents, the prospect of the name of the clan being used to refer to the mixed group of Britons, Angles and Saxons residing in the area as a tribe and to the territory they occupied as a kingdom would have motivated the addition of a final /e/ to the nominative and accusative plural cases of the name.[footnoteRef:171]   Analogues include the Dene ‘Danes’, Engle ‘Eglish’, Mierce ‘Mercians’, and Seaxe, ‘Saxons’.  While this addition does not result from shortening of the preceding /i/, like the other two changes, it would have reinforced that shortening, as with the short /i/ in the Old English word wine ‘friend’ compared to the long /i/ in win ‘wine’. The clan name in simplex form often ended with an <e>, and the letter in the unstressed second syllable would have been pronounced as a schwa in both Wice and Hwicce, so the addition would have further differentiated the homophones only when the root form of the clan name Wic- was used without an /e/. [171:  Coates, “Hwicce,”53.] 


In summary, instead of pronouncing the root form of their name like the Old English word /wic/, with an initial voiced labial-velar glide [w] as in ‘witch’, a long or tense high front unrounded vowel [i] as in ‘diva’, and a single voiceless alveolo-palative affricate [ʧ] as in ‘watch’, the Wicingas changed the pronunciation from [wiʧ] to [ʍɪcç] by beginning with a voiceless labial-velar fricative [ʍ] as in ‘which’, followed by a shortened, lax high front unrounded [ɪ] as in ‘hit’ and a double voiceless palatal affricate [cç] as in ‘wick’.  A final /e/ added to either word would have been pronounced in either case like a schwa [ə] as with the /a/ in ‘sofa’. So, by modifying the pronunciation of one element of their name by intention and two others by assimilation, the Wicingas would have become known as the unambiguous Anglian leaders of an effort to organize a new polity in the Western Midlands, the kingdom of Hwicce.  
Transformations in spelling the name
When these modifications in pronunciation were transcribed and documented in Old English and Latin texts by linguists such as Bede and other religious, royal and legal scholars, they would have resulted in corresponding modifications of the spelling of the clan name in root form from Wic(h)(e) to Hwicce.  There is no change in the use of the <i>, because there is no orthographic difference in Old English between long and short /i/, and attestations of the root form of both words sometimes end in <e>. Therefore, the orthographic changes were as follows:
1. An initial <Hw>- In Old English, the unvoiced /w/ is spelled <hw>.
1. A doubled <cc> - The doubling of the <c> follows lengthening and palatalization.
Once the name Hwicce and its conjugate forms were transcribed in Old English and translated into Latin, they were then replicated by subsequent scribes and historians. The subtle nature of this transformation along with the natural variation in the previously unstandardized spelling of names derived from the Wicken, explains why toponyms identified with the Hwicce resemble so closely the many Wicken names found on the Continent, across Kent, across Southern Britain and, in fact, across the Western Midlands.  It also explains some of the confusion among historians between place names derived from /Wicken/, which typically began with a <w>, and those identified with the Kingdom of Hwicce which began with <Hw> in Old English and then morphed into <wh> in Middle English.
Figure 30. Table of Inflections for Hwicce in OE/Latin
	CASE
	SINGULAR
	PLURAL

	Nominative
	Huic, Hwicc/Hwiccium
	Huicce, Hwicce/ Hwiccia

	Accusative
	Huic, Hwicc/Hwiccium
	Huicce, Hwicce/Hwiccia

	Genitive
	Hwicces/Hwicci, Hwiccii
	Hwicna, Huicna, Hwic(ce)a, Hwinca,Wiccisca/      Huicciorum, Hu(u)icciorum, Hwicciorum, *Hwicciarum, Uuicciorum, Wicciarum

	Dative
	Hwicce/Hwiccio
	Hwiccum, Hwiccium/ Hwicciis


While most of the earliest attestations were in Latin, these were translations of the original Anglo-Saxon name which was also transcribed in Old English documents. The table in Figure 30 describes inflections, without variants or errors, for the declension of the name of the 
Hwicce in Old English as a strong, masculine name of a people, and a second declension in Latin and in italics of the name of the Hwicce as a masculine noun ending in <-ium>.
Place names derived from the Hwicce
Although, as noted by Richard Coates, the written usage is consistent and the name is recorded almost always in Latin in the genitive plural as Huicciorum or Hwicciorum, nevertheless some early cases reflect the original spelling of the clan name.[footnoteRef:172]  For example, there are a couple of variants which omit the initial /H/ and begin with /W/: [172:  Coates, “Hwicce,” 53.] 

1. in monte Wiccisca 963/4 (early twelfth century) royal grant of privileges, Sawyer 731 (BCS 1135)
1. Wicciarum provinciarum (dux) 997 (twelfth century) royal restoration, in the witness list, Sawyer 891(KCD 698)7 in the list).
1. U(u)icciorum in MSS B C.
Despite these few variants, those places whose names clearly derive from the spelling of Hwicce in Old English or in Latin are most likely places that were settled or designated sometime after the Wicken first arrived in the Western Midlands and began using a different pronunciation of their name.  These would include:  
1. Huiccewudu, meaning "Wood of the Hwicce" and the source for the surviving toponym "Wychwood", and
1. Mons Hwicciorum, in Latin, meaning "Hill of the Hwicce" and a location referred to in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.
Back-formation of the place name Hwicce
Once the tribal name was transcribed in official documents as Hwicce, nearly all the names of places settled by the Wicken in the Western Midlands were said by some scholars to have derived from the Hwicce.  These names include both Wichenford and Whichford.  However, the evidence appears weighted toward the Wicken rather than the Hwicce.  According to Coates,
A. H. Smith suggested that two other West Midland place- names contain the name of the Hwicce: Wichenford in west- central Worcestershire (Wiceneford in the eleventh century; despite the lack of early spellings in <Hw->), and Whichford in southern Warwickshire (first recorded in Domesday Book, according to The Place- Names of Warwickshire (1927) ,  although those responsible for this volume do not associate it with the Hwicce, because early spellings in <Wh-> are outweighed by earlier ones without <h>. Neither of these etymologies can be regarded as secure.[footnoteRef:173] [173:  Ibid, 54.] 


There are also several places to the north and northeast of Hwiccian territory, including Witchley in Rutland, Wychnor in Staffordshire and Whiston in Northamptonshire, whose names have been attributed by some scholars to migrations of individual Hwiccan individuals or families away from their home sometime after it had been established.  However, while this is possible, the preponderance of the early attestations demonstrates no relationship of these names to the spelling <Hwicce>. The few examples that do exist appear in charters or documents written centuries after the Wicken left, and these were written by scribes who would have been familiar with the Hwicce but might never have heard of the Wicken, and so they would be quite likely to ascribe the former tribal name to places settled by the latter:
Witchley – Witchley appears in 1075 as Hwicces1ea in two Anglo-Saxon charters mentioned in the Northamptonshire Geld Roll.  However, of the sixteen attestations listed before 1801, all except one begin with <W-> (The one exception, Whicches1e, is mentioned in Forest Procedings in 1290. According to Cox (1971), the early attestation of the names of other places in the area such as Whissendene, (Wichingedene in 1086),Wiceslea (Wicesle, Wicelea, a wapentake also described in Domesday Book as a Hundred), Witchley Warren Farm just outside the hundred and Wichley Les all begin with <W->, only occasionally with <Wh-> and never with <Hw->. In addition, as described in Chapter 3, with respect to Whissendene, Ekwall (1940) suggests that the final element OE denu 'a valley' is compounded with OE *Wicingas, a tribal name derived from personal names in wic-, with the change of cs to ss as due to Anglo-Norman influence.  
Wychnor (Staffordshire) – Wychnor appears as Hwiccenofre, in the eleventh century but as Wicenore in the Domesday Book of 1086.  According to Horovitz (2003), with the exception of Whichenovre listed in 1291, the seven other references to this place prior to 1300 all begin with <W->, strongly suggesting a derivation from Wicken rather than from Hwicce. 
Whiston (Northamptonshire) – Whiston appears as Hwiccingtune in AD 974, but as Wicetone in the Domeday Book of 1086 (Mills, 2011).  Although the first is an earlier attestation, it is still three centuries after the Wicken may have decamped from the area. Moreover, the second reference does not transform the <Hw> to <Wh>, as is common in Middle English, suggesting that it may have been derived from Wic rather than from Hwicce.
[bookmark: _Hlk60660658]Because the weight of the evidence from early attestations supports the view that these place names were derived from the name Wicken rather than from the name Hwicce, it is likely that the spellings beginning with <Hw-> or even with <Wh-> are the result of back-formation.  Once the new name Hwicce had been established, it was not only prospectively applied to new settlements in the area south of Mercia, but the same name was also retrospectively applied by scholars to a few places in the north and northeast whose names had originally been derived from Wicken.  
Finally, although the name of the folk who formed the kingdom has a range of forms in Latin attesting the genitive plural (Hwicna, Hwicca) and dative plural (Hwiccium, Hwiccum), Coates notes that the only direct evidence for the name-form ‘Hwicce’, which is the general academic form of reference to the people, is the composition-form Huicce-.[footnoteRef:174]  This last point suggests that interest in the Hwicce was not so much in the people themselves as it was in the territory they occupied and the Kingdom they controlled.  This might indicate, in turn, that the people were not previously known as a tribe but, along with the other ethnicities living in the region, became known as a tribe only through the designation as a kingdom of the area which they had settled.    [174:  Ibid, 53.] 

Since the differences in spelling and written documentation of the name Hwicce emerged as a result of the contact between cultures and the political process to establish territorial control, these changes would have appeared shortly after the Wicken had migrated to and begun to settle in the Western Midlands.  It must have seemed to most historians as if Hwicce was the name of a brand-new tribe which had emerged only recently from among the mixture of cultures in that place at that time – or else the name of an old tribe from nearby which had only recently re-emerged in that area.  Instead, the place-name evidence presented in this paper suggests that Hwicce was a new spelling of Wic(e)-, the name for an ancient tribal clan which had originated on the Continent and migrated in large numbers across Britain to settle a kingdom in the Western Midlands.


Chapter 13. An Anglian Alliance of Wicingas and Iclingas
One of the questions raised by the history of the Western Midlands, has to do with the relationship between the rulers of Mercia and other tribes which eventually became part of Mercia such as the Hwicce.  How was it that the Iclingas, initially under the leadership of Creoda and later of Penda, were able to establish control over other kingdoms such as the Hwicce? Since the major battles of which records exist are those fought between the Mercians and tribes such as the West Saxons, the South Saxons and East Angles, how is it that the Iclingas were able to consolidate others such as the Hwicce into the tribal group known as the Mercia?  Utilization of contact tracing during the scrutiny of Wicken place names suggests an answer to this question.
The Wicingas and the Iclingas may have known each other, or at least known of each other, when they were both located with other Angles on the Continent. Icel, founding leader of the Iclingas, was the grandson of Offa of Angeln, and Offa’s battles against the Myrgings near Schleswig and then against the Saxons at Rendsburg suggest that his clan, which was later to be called the Iclingas, might have been located in the same general area as the Wicing, who were later to be known as the Wicingas. Although Rendsburg, which by Offa’s victory became a part of Angeln, is approximately 100 miles from Wickendorf, now a district of Schwerin, these places are both in the southern part of territory that was probably part of Angeln at one time, as indicated on the map back in Figure 7. The fact that Offa of Angeln was known as the Anglian warlord who participated in these two battles suggests that the ancestors of the Iclingas dynasty, if not already seen as royalty, certainly were recognized for their military superiority, a trait that might have continued to characterized their role in general as well as their reputation and therefore may have influenced their relationship with clans like the Wicken after migrating to Britain.  
The Wicingas and Iclingas appear to have migrated from the Continent to Britain by different routes and possibly to have served on opposite sides of East Anglia as federates for the British.  So, their first real contact may have been during the initial revolt, when they both may have participated in attacking Vortigern in London and then falling back to peaceful settlements in East Anglia.  They certainly were in contact when for several generations they both settled on the western border of East Anglia. In fact, as shown in Figure 31, the Wicken settlements of Wicken Bonhunt, Wicken, and Witchford were in close proximity to the known Iclingas settlements in East Anglia.
Figure 31. An Anglian alliance
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
One location of the Iclingas, Ickleton, was only 8 miles from Wicken Bonhunt to the south and to the north, 24 miles from Wicken and 26 miles from Witchford. Another Iclingas home, Icklingham, was 23 miles to the east of Witchford. A third, Ixworth, was 27 miles east of Wicken. A fourth, Ickleford, was 23 miles west of Wicken Bonhunt.  The likelihood of interaction between the two tribes is suggested by the intersection of these settlements as depicted in Figure 30. One set of places, settled by the Wicingas, was located in a line of defense against an invasion from the north by the Picts and the other, settled by the Iclingas, appears to be located in a line of defense against attacks from the south by the Britons. Based on the specific assumption of propinquity and the technique of community building within the general process of contact tracing, their regular interaction over a number of decades, quite possibly including intermarriage, would have led to a relationship between the two clans of friendship and loyalty, including the development of common values, goals, plans, and operational methods. Since the Iclingas were to become a royal dynasty of the Angles, it is quite possible that whatever their relationship was back on the Continent, by the time of the second revolt, the Wicingas affiliated with, gave allegiance to, as well as provided loyal support for the ceremonial and military leadership of the Iclingas.  
Wicingas from each of their three settlements would certainly have worked together to plan and coordinate their own subsequent migrations to the Western Midlands.  Moreover, they may also have worked with the Iclingas, in a kind of tribal alliance, to plan a mass migration from East Anglia. Unfortunately, while it turns out that the migration of the Wicingas is relatively easy to trace, there are fewer place names with which to track the migration of the Iclingas, possibly for several reasons: 
1. Icel had died after leading his tribe in East Anglia, and two generations had passed since his death. 
2. Several families had subsequently competed for power before Creoda established leadership of the tribe and decided to migrate to the Western Midlands. 
3. They may have been moving too quickly to give lasting names to their transient campgrounds.
Figure 32. Possible Iclingas Migration
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
The Iclingas, who lived in three separate settlements in East Anglia, may have taken separate routes west like those taken by the Wicingas, since each of these routes was probably well known to all those Anglian groups who were headed in this direction, although there is another possibility suggested by place name evidence.  Figure 32 demonstrates that the Iclingas may have moved together, following a route diagonally to the northwest to begin establishing control over local tribes in that location. Since Cnebbe would have succeeded his father Icle by then, and Cynewald would have succeeded Cnebbe before Creoda became King of Mercia in 585, it is worth noting that places named for these two leaders are located along this route, with Knebworth, a likely starting point for this migration, situated about 9 miles south of Icleford and Kinwalsey less than 15 miles south of Tamworth. Also, since Knebworth lies to the south of Icleford, it is possible that Cnebbe initially wanted to take the tribe south into the Cotswolds, while Cynewald and Creoda obviously elected to proceed to the northwest instead.
If the Iclingas took the route described in Figure 32, they could also have coordinated at the start and along the way with the Wicingas. For example, Ickleford is the western-most settlement of the Iclingas nearest to Wicken Bonhunt, so the Wicken located there could have conferred with the Iclingas in Ickleford as they proceeded west to Wicken (Milton Keynes). Also, as the Iclingas proceeded from Knebworth and Ickleford toward the northwest to establish centers of power in Tamworth and Repton, they would have passed right by the Wicingas in Whiston. Moreover, both of their final destinations would have been only a dozen miles or so from the Wicingas who migrated from Witchford to Witchley and then on to Wychnor.
Nothing is known of the leadership of the Wicingas at this point, and the Iclingas appear to have experienced some turnover, if not some divergence, among their leaders.  Nevertheless, the names of places apparently related to these two tribes suggest it is quite possible that the Wicingas and Iclingas, working together in an Anglian alliance, provided mutual support for each other’s migration. Moreover, after arriving in the Western Midlands, the two tribes may have assisted each other in establishing control over the territories. The Wicingas may have
Figure 33. Possible convergence on Tamworth
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
assisted the Iclingas in developing a royal center in Tamworth, while the Iclingas may have assisted the Wicingas in maintaining control over the whole of their territory to the south.
In the north, as described in Figure 33, the Iclingas, following the leadership of Cynewald and then Creoda, might have proceeded towards Tamworth from Kinwalsey, fifteen miles to the south and also perhaps from Curdworth, only 8 miles south.  At about the same time, the Wicingas might have proceeded towards Tamworth from Wychnor, twelve miles to the north. The role of the Wicken in settling this area is attested by two other place that are situated even closer to Tamworth and whose names appear to derive from the Wicken. Whittington is three miles northwest of Tamworth and Wigginton is only two miles to the north. These places suggest either that these two tribes were implementing a pincers movement converging on Tamworth in order to take control of the power center or that having succeeded in this endeavor, they were establishing an Anglian complex of settlements around Tamworth from which to exercise control over the wider territory that became Mercia.
Figure 34. Hwiccian places named for Creoda
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Source: TharkunColl at English Wikipedia,
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/,
modified by Thomas Wickenden
Likewise, Creoda’s name is related to several places within the territory of the Hwicce, evidence that at some point he may have led the Iclingas to this area to assist the Wicingas in establishing or maintaining a kingdom. These names are:
Credenhill (Herefs. and Wilts.), twenty-eight miles to the west of Wichenford 
Curbridge (Oxon.), seven miles south of Wychwood
Curdworth (Warwicks.), eighteen miles south of Wychnor
Kersoe (Worcs. and known in 780AD as Criddesho), twenty-six miles west of 	Whichford, twenty miles south of Wychbold, and only eight miles west of Wickhamford.[footnoteRef:175] [175: These place names have been compiled by Nicholas Brooks in Anglo-Saxon myths: state and local 400 – 1066, London: Bloomsbury Academic, 68-69.] 

As shown on Figure 34, these places appear to be deliberately arranged around and within Hwiccian territory, so Creoda may have been instrumental in helping the Wicken establish themselves in the area.  One of these places, Curdworth was only twenty-six miles north from Wychbold, and less than eight miles south of Tamworth. The route to Curdworth is clearly one way that some Iclingas, after helping to establish the Wicingas in the south, might have migrated north to establish the Kingdom of Mercia.  There may be several explanations for how, when and why Creoda arranged to make this circular migration.
 Alternatively, the names in Figure 34 derived from Creoda may describe the route to the south taken by the Iclingas to assist the Wicingas to establish or to maintain their kingdom through an annual cycle of royal visits begun after Creoda’s stature as the ruler of Mercia and overlord of Hwiccia had been established.  Starting at the royal center of Tamworth, Creoda might have taken a group of Iclingas to the territory that became Hwiccia to help control the local tribes as the Wicingas moved into strategic positions around the territory and established a control center at Wychbold.  Figure 34 indicates how the places established by Creoda would have coincided with the spheres of influence centered around the major Wicken settlements of Wichenford, Wychbold and Whichford.  Only Wickwar in the south would not have been reinforced by the Iclingas until later in the next century. 
It is also possible that these settlements indicate the significance of Creoda’s presence both before and after Hwiccia became a kingdom. In any case, the number and location of all these places certainly indicate that a close relationship was established between the tribes.  They suggest that the Iclingas and Wicingas worked together to plan and coordinate their marches from Middle Anglia to the Western Midlands. To do so, the two tribes must have developed common goals for establishing Anglian control of the territory.  This relationship also helps to explain why the Kingdom of Hwicce was so closely aligned with, and eventually absorbed into, the Kingdom of Mercia. However, what can be inferred about the political strategies and operational tactics used to achieve these goals from the movement of the Wicingas when they finally arrived in the Western Midlands?


Chapter 14. Defining a Territory, Controlling a Province, and Creating a Kingdom

Despite the confusion caused by back-formation of place names, a number of scholars have considered the possibility that the settlements outside of Hwiccan territory provide evidence that the Hwicce were a people who migrated to the Western Midlands from the northeast.  For example, Sims-Williams posits that the Hwicce may have been a well-established Anglo-Saxon group bearing 'a very old folk-name, perhaps going back to the pre-migration age’. [footnoteRef:176]  Smith suggests that the Hwicce could have been an Anglian folk who had migrated from Middle Anglia,’[footnoteRef:177] and Hooke writes that ‘such names could indicate migration routes, ... of early Anglo-Saxon settlers bearing such a name.’[footnoteRef:178] Ekwall even suggests that the name of the tribe was OE *Wicingas based on the place name Whissendene in Rutland, which includes a tribal name derived from personal names in wic-, with the change of cs to ss as due to Anglo-Norman influence.[footnoteRef:179]  Finally, Green, speculates that  ‘although it is impossible to prove definitively, A. H. Smith and Barrie Cox's suggestion that the place names could reflect a situation whereby the Hwicce originally controlled a territory in this area prior to the establishment of their documented seventh - to eighth-century kingdom in the West Midlands would seem to be at least partially defensible’.[footnoteRef:180]   [176:  Sims-Williams, ‘Kingdoms,’ 29.]  [177:  Smith, “Hwicce,”, 60.]  [178:  Hooke, Landscape, 14.]  [179:  Ekwall, Dictionary, ]  [180:  Green, “Rutland.”  ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk60906582]Building upon these conjectures, the theory proposed here begins with the Wicken, a folk who acquired the name Wicing in the pre-migration age. It follows this Anglian clan as they migrate from a territory in East Anglia through Middle Anglia to the Western Midlands.  The clan makes use of multiple routes and stops midway to establish an interim territory.  This territory is marked by a sequence of contiguous settlements with place names derived from the clan name.  Finally, they arrive at strategic locations within a new territory which, after a subtle though significant modification in the pronunciation of their name, became known as the Kingdom of Hwicce.  Thus, the existence of numerous place-names in Middle Anglia associated by back-formation with the Hwicce is taken here to represent a deliberately situated preliminary enclave of several groups of Wicken on their migration to the southwest, rather than a subsequent exclave formed for an unknown reason by the northeastward movement of some of the Hwicce. These interim settlements were, in effect, a staging area from which they could draw upon the resources of the area under their control to resupply, while they reconnoitered and planned for a final push westward.  
This theory continues by proposing that one group settled in Wychnor to the north, another stopped at Whichford in the east, and a third went on to Wichenford in the west.  After contuining their affiliation with of the Mercians, who also migrated from East Anglia and settled a royal center situated close by, the Wicken in Wychnor may have migrated down to Wychbold, where they joined the other Wicken kinship groups in territory to the south of Mercia. Alternatively, the Wicken in Wicken Bohnunt, which was by far the largest of the settlements in East Anglia, may have split up on reaching Whichford, with some continuing on to Wychbold.  Later, Wicken from Wychbold or Wichenford may also have traveled across to Wickhamford in the center of the territory and then down the salt road past Gloucester to settle in Wickwar, just north of Bath.
Settlement in the Western Midlands
As the Wicken settled into their new territory in the Western Midlands and modified the pronunciation (which in turn changed the spelling) of their name, their identity as Hwicce and their elite status and authority as Angles were clarified. At that point, the tasks that confronted them were those required to create a culturally coherent and politically viable territory: (1) defining and monitoring borders, (2) occupying and marking the territory, (3) affiliating with existing military powers, (4) controlling trade routes and economic resources, (5) aligning with indigenous religious leaders, and (6) assuming political and ceremonial leadership. Place names associated with the Hwicce provide some information about how the clan accomplished these tasks, and the thoroughness with which they were implemented suggests that the Hwicce had carefully developed and carried out a comprehensive plan for occupation of this new territory.
Figure 37. Defining Borders
[image: ]
Source: TharkunColl at English Wikipedia,
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/,
modified by Thomas Wickenden

(1) Define and monitor borders – The Wicken began by establishing their first settlements on or near the eastern and western borders, as illustrated in Figure 35.  As they moved west, it was perhaps natural to stop and settle when they reached a ford across a major river in an area that was not previously occupied or whose occupants were few and hospitable.  However, these major rivers also served to demarcate the frontier at the edge of a tribal area or the border between two or more tribal areas.  Their original settlements appear to be strategically located with respect to the territory, and they included the following:
Whichford – Whichford in Warwickshire, was located about 5 miles southeast of Shipston-on-Stour, just over the eastern border from the Middle Saxons between Warwickshire and Oxfordshire.  Coates notes that ‘Whichford might plausibly be interpreted as an entry- point to Hwiccian territory,’ especially if the Anglian (i.e. Hwiccian) dialectal boundary ran a short distance inside modern Warwickshire.[footnoteRef:181]  [181:  Coates, “Hwicce,” 54.] 

Wichenford – Wichenford in Worcestershire was located about three miles from the traditional territorial boundary, the river Teme, and just 6 miles northwest of Worcester.  The bridge over the Severn in Worcester gave access from the Midlands to Herefordshire and the Welsh border to the west. 
Wickhamford – The places the Wicken settled by river fords may also have included Wickenhamford near the River Avon.  This may have served as the first location of a border to the south.  By locating at the fords of major boundary-defining rivers like the Stour and the Severn, the Wicken could monitor the traffic over these borders as well as benefit from the related trade and other economic activity such as farming and fishing.  
Wychbold – The Wicken also located near the northern border of the territory at Wychbold in Worchestershire, a settlement with Iron Age roots, located two miles north of the important Romano-British town of Droitwich on a Roman-era saltroad.  This northern boundary was somewhat flexible, since Wicken may have entered the territory from Wychnor in Staffordshire to the north and probably maintained a strong relationship with the Mercian leaders, who were thought to visit Wychbold from their royal center at Tamworth.  
Wychwood – The southeastern border may not have been monitored as closely by the Wicken so as not to confront the West Saxons, many of whom probably stayed after their victory at the Battle of Dyrham in 577.  Nevertheless, some Wicken moved south, perhaps from Whichford, to the western edge of the wood that became known as Wychwood, although the forest itself would serve to restrict traffic across this border.
Wickwar – And there is Wickwar, which is located in Gloucestershire, only 18 miles north of Bath, and mentioned in the Domesday Book as Wichen. Since Wickwar is located on the old Roman saltway trail from Droitwich, which is just seven miles south of Wychbold, it is possible that some of the Wicken in Wychbold travelled down to settle in Wickwar near the southern border of the territory. In doing so, they moved the southern border of the territory 34 miles to the southwest from Wickhamford.
(2) Occupy and mark territory – As the Hwicce began to expanded their sphere of influence by establishing settlements, occupying land, making contacts throughout the territory, and expanding their reputation.  Their success is indicated by the association of their name with several of the major natural landmarks in the territory.  These names, like the other places they settled, also helped to define the tribal territory:

Figure 38. Marking the Territory
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Source: TharkunColl at English Wikipedia,
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/,
modified by Thomas Wickenden
Mons Hwicciorum – One of these was Mons Hwicciorum or the ‘Hill of the Hwicce’ referred to in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and believed by Sawyer to have been in Cutsdean, about three miles east of Winchcombe.  
Wychbury Hill – Another familiar topographical feature was Wychbury Hill, a location situated on the border with Worcestershire whose name is thought to derive from Hwicce.
Wickhamford – Rivers and forests were also important landmarks. Wickhamford is a village and a civil parish in Worcestershire, England. It is mentioned in 1086 in the Domesday Book under the name of Wiquene, and according to Smith, was attested long before that, in A.D. 709 as Wicwona.  He notes that the element ham has supplanted won or wane.  In A.D. 972 the name occurred as Wigwennan, and he suggests we assume that wone and wene represent an unidentified river-term. However, this hamlet is also located near another ford on a branch of the Avon, an important river in the middle of the territory.[footnoteRef:182]   [182:  Smith, “Hwicce.”] 

Wychwood – Famously, Wychwood, in Oxfordshire, is derived from a name Huiccewudu, meaning 'wood of a tribe called the Hwicce. Three villages take part of their name from Wychwood Forest: Milton-under-Wychwood, Shipton-under-Wychwood and Ascott-under-Wychwood. These villages, commonly referred to as The Wychwoods, used to be part of the Royal Forest of Wychwood. However, the forest itself may not have been part of the Hwiccian territory.  Coates (2013: 2) feels that ‘it seems onomastically natural to interpret it as a local name for that part of the polity east of the Hwicce (a Thames Valley Saxon proto-Oxfordshire, and Dorchester diocese) which abutted the boundary of the Hwiccian lands, i.e., a name given from a westward-looking perspective.’[footnoteRef:183] Wychwood is located 12 miles south of Whichford, so some of the Wicken may have moved down from Whichford to settle on the western outskirts of the forest.  As with the mountains, hills, and river fords associated with the Hwicce, the name of the wood appears to have served as a territorial marker. [183:  Coates, “Hwicce,” 2.] 

(3) Affiliate with existing military powers – The Iclingas were a ruling family of Angles back on the Continent and also in East Anglia after their migration to Britain.  The Wicken may have known of the Iclingas back in Angeln, but they would certainly have interacted with them, perhaps even pledging allegiance to the royal family, when their settlements were closely intertwined for over a century in East Anglia. As explained in the previous chapter, this Anglian alliance may have resulted in coordination between the tribes when planning their migrations across territory of the Middle Angles and again when they launched their final migration to settle the Western Midlands.  Assuming that the Wicken settled in Wychnor before at least some of them migrated south to Wychbold, they would have affiliated there with Creoda, the first ruling warlord of Mercia, who reigned from 584 – 593.  Creoda may have founded the Mercian royal fortress at Tamworth, which was only 12 miles south of Wychnor, three miles southwest of Whittington and two miles south of Wiggington, the latter two locations also being possible Wicken settlements.  The proliferation of these settlements of Wicken and their increasingly close proximity to the royal center at Tamworth, certainly indicate an intimate relationship between the two tribes, the Wicingas and the Iclingas.
Moreover, this relationship would explain a great deal of subsequent history, including the regular presence of Mercian overlords at the Hwiccian center in Wychbold, the military leadership provided on behalf of Hwicce by Mercian kings such as Penda, the delayed emergence of Hwiccian royalty, the proliferation of places in the Hwiccian territory named for Mercian kings such as Creoda, the ongoing status of Hwicce as a satellite province, and the eventual merger of Hwicce into Mercia.  This close tribal allegiance might also explain why both tribes absorbed their Romano-British neighbors as well as other Anglo-Saxons into a heterogeneous population, why neither tribe converted at first to the Catholicism brought over by St. Augustine of Canterbury, and why neither tribe created an identify based strictly upon their original tribal name.  
This analysis follows the thinking of Barbra Yorke, who notes that
a concentration in the West Midlands of place-names incorporating the names of early Mercian rulers may also support the idea that Mercian kings – and perhaps Penda in particular – played a major role in the creation of the Hwiccian kingdom. The circumstances in which the kingdom came into existence may have enabled the Mercian kings to keep an unusually firm control of the Hwiccian rulers who from the start had to acknowledge that they were subordinate to the main province.[footnoteRef:184] [184:  Yorke, Landscape, 67.] 


Even stronger evidence of the continuing close connection between the tribes is provided by the four or five names derived from Creoda, the first Mercian leader, which designate places that appear to encircle the Hwiccian territory.  Even keeping in mind Brooks’ warning about making direct associations between personal names and places, these locations suggest a route by which Creoda as an overlord might have traveled around and through the Hwiccian territory with his retinue.  He may have done so at first to assist the Hwicce in controlling the territory by confronting the tribal groups residing in the area as the Angles arrived.  Alternatively, he may have done so later while on an annual royal circuit to various estate-centers where he would receive food rents, extract services, and continue the imposition of Anglian rule. As Loseby has indicated, there was little continuity with the Roman system of administration and archiological evidence indicates that many towns and urban centers had been abandoned:  
Instead, the Anglo-Saxons had developed their own circuits for the exercise of power and extraction of resources through estate-centres which were much better suited to the agrarian realities of small-scale kingship and limited surplus production, and which were not necessarily fixed.[footnoteRef:185] [185:  Simon T Loseby, Power and Towns in Late Roman Britain and Early Anglo-Saxon England,” in G.Ripoll and J.M.Gurt (eds.), Sedes regiae (ann. 400-800) (Reial Acadèmia de Bones Lletres, Barcelona, 2000), 319-370.] 

The Mercian leaders were not only recognized royalty but also strong warlords whose military power may have been needed by the Hwicce to fend off incursions from the West Saxons and the Middle Angles.  According to Peter Kessler, one such instance occurred in 584 when the West Seaxe King Ceawlin and his war band forged north through the Hwicce territory on a raid into Mercia. During the raid, Ceawlin’s grandson Cutha was killed, and he returned in anger to his own territory, apparently giving up on the possibility of expanding the kingdom to the north. This perhaps left open the door for the Hwicce, with the help of Mercia, to take full control of the region.[footnoteRef:186] Kessler also notes that [186:  Kessler, “Hwicce.”] 

For much of the pre-Viking period, there appears to have been a distinction between the kingdom that was ruled directly by the kings of Mercia and surrounding territories that had a separate identity but ultimately came under Mercian overlordship. Of these territories, several can be located in the West Midlands along the shifting border with the Britons of Wales, though none is well-defined, either in terms of origins and ethnic make-up, or in terms of surviving evidence. The best-defined of these Mercian 'satellites', which may at some early stage have bordered the Britons of Wales, is the kingdom of Hwicce.[footnoteRef:187] [187:  Kessler, “Hwicce.”] 


Barbara Yorke writes that archaeological finds suggest both Anglian and Saxon settlement in the region, and there seems to have been competition between Mercia and Wessex to control it in the early 7th century that was settled by Penda of Mercia's victory at the battle of Cirencester in 628. Utilizing his power in Mercia, Penda’s victory assisted the Hwicce in gaining administrative control over Cirencestor, which must have enabled them to stabilize their southern border and to coordinate administrative control throughout the polity by adding to their influence within the other major population centers, Worcester, and Gloucester. [footnoteRef:188]   [188:  Yorke, Landscape, 59.  ] 

	The territory of the Hwicce must have thrived under these social and political arrangements, because in the Tribal Hidage, ascribed to the later seventy century, the kingdom, whose name is attested in corrupt forms as Hwinca, Hynica or Hwynca, appear to have realized an impressive growth to 7,000 hides (or households).  This is the same size as the East Saxons and the South Saxons, but much smaller, of course, than Mercia or the East Angles, both listed at 30,000 hides, or the West Saxons, at 100,000. 
By the end of the 8th century the province was controlled by Mercian ealdormen and seems to have been closely associated with the family of Cenwulf, who became king of Mercia in 796.  In the corrupted foundation charter for the monastery at Bath which is dated to c.675, Osric is also styled as rex, but is said to have acted under the consent of Æthelred I of Mercia (675-704). Further charters of the eighth century demonstrate the persistence of Hwicce as a kingdom for most of the pre-Viking period, albeit subordinate to Mercia.  By the end of that century its rulers had lost their royal power and the former kingdom was administered as a Mercian aldormanry.[footnoteRef:189] [189:  Yorke, Landscape, 59.] 

    (4)  Control trade routes and centers – Wychbold, located on the salt road only two miles from the salt stream, wells, brine pits and salt houses of Droitwich, was a logical location for controlling trade throughout the region in that most valuable of commodities, salt.  Since salt was essential for food (preserving and eating), clothing (tanning of animal hides) and shelter (preparation of skins for covering huts), it was natural that as aspiring political leaders, the Wicken would seek to control trade in salt by settling in such a location. Together with a settlement in Wickwar also on the salt road just north of Bath, the Wicken would have controlled the trade in salt from Droitwich both to the north and to the south. 
The second element in the name Wychbold indicates its importance as a royal vill or palace. The first element may derive from Wick, in which case the name would mean ‘palace of the Wick.’  It might also derive from wic or wich, meaning ‘palace near a trading post.’  However the derivation from Wicken is more likely, since most locations that refer to an emporium or a settlement with extensive artisanal activity and trade in salt include that reference as a suffix and are known as ‘-wich towns’, such as Droitwich,  Middlewich, Nantwich, Northwich, Leftwich, Norwich and Ipswich. If named for its role as a salt emporium, this settlement would likely have been called Boldwich instead of Wychbold.
     Much of the economic activity in the region was probably managed by the tribal leadership in Wychbold, who may have exercised control by traveling around the region, as suggested by the map in Figure 30, above. Food rents may have been extracted from surrounding farms by the Wicken in various estate-centers and some trade may still have emanated from within and between the ancient towns of Worchester, Gloucester, and Cirencestor.  If so, it is likely that the Wicken gradually took over administrative control of this commercial activity as from nearby settlements such as Wichenford (6 miles from Worchester), Wickfordham (24 miles from Gloucester) and Wychwood (25 miles from Cirencester).
Figure 39. Meetings with Clerics
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Source: TharkunColl at English Wikipedia,
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/,
modified by Thomas Wickenden
 (5) Align with existing religious leaders – As Kessler points out, there may have been a well-established, and powerful, British Christian community living in the area around Worcester during its transition into Hwiccian control. ‘Evidence is provided in 680 when Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury, created the see of Worcester within the territory of the Hwicce. The fact that Worcester is chosen as the see for the new diocese (covering land in modern Worcestershire, Gloucestershire and Warwickshire) is extremely significant since otherwise either Gloucester (for its size) and Winchcombe (as the future Hwiccian royal family seat) would have been more suitable’.[footnoteRef:190] By settling in Wichenford, just 6 miles to the north-west of the city of Worcester, the Wicken were able to move into this religious center and align themselves with the existing religious leadership. Because of their proximity to Worcester and their willingness to work with the British tribes in general, they may have adopted the British version of Christianity, since conversion by Augustine of Canterbury is not mentioned by Bede. Unlike Anglian royalty in other parts of Britain, the Hwiccian leadership and their Mercian overlords did not see conversion to Catholicism as a path to power. On the other hand, they were not known, like Penda of Mercia, for maintaining strict allegiance to Anglo-Saxon paganism. The Hwicce appear to have been accepted by the Britons and by Augustine’s as honest brokers between the different versions of Christianity and, perhaps also, between Christianity and the remnants of paganism. It seems the Hwicce must have gained influence over the territory by aligning with the ecclesiastical leaders in Worcester.  In fact, at its settlement in the 7th century the city was called Weogorna after the Weorgoran who, according to Kessler, probably became a sub-tribe of the larger kingdom of the Hwicce.   [190:  Kessler, “Hwicce.”] 

	It is not surprising, then, that at the turn of the century, as reported by Bede, Augustine of Canterbury would seek the assistance of the Hwicce in meeting with religious leaders of the Britons on the border between their territory and that of the West Saxons.[footnoteRef:191]  This conjecture is also supported by Steven Bassett’ finding that British Christianity and its ecclesiastical organization, ministering at first to a British population, was anglicized into the Hwiccian diocese of Worcester, established some 80 years later.[footnoteRef:192] As described in Figure 37,  two such meetings were held by Augustine and facilitated by the Hwicce, one on their eastern border and the other to the northwest, :   [191:  Kessler, “Hwicce.”]  [192:  Steven Bassett, ‘Church and Diocese in the West Midlands: the Transition from British to Anglo-Saxon Control’, Pastoral Care before the Parish, ed. J. Blair and R. Sharpe (Leicester, 1992), pp. 13-40] 

Wychwood – In 603 AD the first of several meetings took place between the Roman Church, represented by St. Augustine of Canterbury, and the British/Celtic Church, the descendant of the former British Church of the Roman period.  This synod was arranged by Æthelbert of the Cantware using the Hwicce as intermediaries.  Kessler believes that by this time the Hwicce were probably a ruling elite, although this is not mentioned, and no records survive of the names of any rulers from this period. The meeting occurred at a place which Bede names as "St Augustine's Oak", on the border between the Hwicce territory and that of the West Seaxe (located somewhere on the eastern slopes of the Cotswolds, perhaps near Wychwood, 'Hwiccas' wood', in Oxfordshire).[footnoteRef:193]   [193:  Kessler, “Hwicce.”	] 

Abberley – A second meeting was quickly arranged, although perhaps not in the same year. This took place at Abberley, seven miles north of Wichenford in Worcestershire, probably close to the border between the Hwicce and Pengwern, on the western side of the Severn River. It is attended by seven bishops of the Celtic Church, along with many learned monks, mainly from Bangor-is-Coed (in Pengwern).[footnoteRef:194]  [194:  Kessler, “Hwicce.”] 

A clear indication of Worcester's religious importance at this time, and the size of the rural parish its clerics serve, is the appearance by 721 of two further churches nestling within the northern bound of the defended area. As the church and its increasingly extensive rural estates prospered, the lay community benefited, so the role of the church in stimulating and supporting commercial activity at this time cannot be overstated[footnoteRef:195]. Finally, as Hooke points out, ‘with the new county divisions forming the basis of most secular organization after the Norman Conquest, it was perhaps the church, through its diocesan organization and through its writings, which was to perpetuate the identity of the Hwiccian territory into the medieval period.’[footnoteRef:196] [195:  Ibid.]  [196:  Hooke, Landscape, 2.] 

(6) Assuming political and diplomatic leadership -  Kessler writes that following the West Seaxe defeat of Caer Gloui, Caer Baddan and Caer Ceri in 577, Saxon settlers move into the territory around Gloucester and Bath. Angles migrated into the northern areas of the territory from the East Midlands, and together they become known as the Hwicce. As they settled in the territory, the Hwicce interacted with the other British and Anglo-Saxon groups, and they may have gradually assumed some of the administrative authority that had been exercised earlier by the Romans, such as receiving tribute, recruiting solders, constructing and maintaining roads and bridges, and coordinating the administration of other territorial programs.
Figure 40. Local Tribes
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Source: TharkunColl at English Wikipedia,
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/,
modified by Thomas Wickenden
Some of the tribes which through negotiation and assimilation became part of the Hwicce are described on the map in Figure 40.  They include the following: 
Weorgeron – The Hwicce who settled near Worchester in Wichenford would have interacted with the Weorgeron, who founded the settlement that become known as Weorgoranceastre, and later as Worchester. 
Feppingas and Husmerae – The Hwicce who settled in Wychbold would certainly have interacted with another group of settlers whom Bede called the Feppingas, living in a tiny hamlet called Phepson just seven miles away, and with the Husmerae, located at at-Sture-in-Usmer, 10 miles northwest of Wychbold.
Wixan – Twenty miles to the south and twenty-nine miles from Whichford, the Wixan left their name in the form of the Whitsun Brook.
Stoppingas – In Woottan Wawen, twenty-three miles northwest of Whichford, were located yet another group, the Stoppingas.[footnoteRef:197] [197:  Kessler, “Hwicce.”] 

The relationship between the Hwicce and these other tribes was most likely one of integration followed by mutual acculturation and then assimilation through voluntary alliance, rather than absorption by military subjugation since, as Kessler notes, there is nothing to show that the Hwicce formed a single polity at this time.  Instead, he suggests that it is more likely that various colonies were established in which the different local tribes became linked by means of trade and then by political alliances.[footnoteRef:198]  Although place-name evidence suggests that the migration of the Wicken was precisely planned and carefully coordinated, probably working with and under the overlordship of the Iclingas, the three groups of Wicken would have migrated from different kinship communities in East Anglia, followed different routes to the Western Midlands, settled in different locations in Middle Anglia, and aligned with different tribal groups in the area south of Mercia.   [198:  Kessler, “Hwicce.”] 

Although they were part of the same tribal group, the different communities first settled by the Wicken in the Western Midlands must each have developed a separate social powerbase, including (1) the religious community around Wichenford with its ties to the Christian Bishoric in Worchester and the Wreosensaete to the West, (2) the political community around Wychbold with its ties to Creoda and the warlords of Mercia to the north, (3) the eastern borderland community of Whichford, with its ties to the Middle Angles of the East and the Saxons of the South, and (4) perhaps even the southern community around Wickwar, with its ties to Gloucester and to the West Saxons around Bath. It would be expected that while each kinship group had a common history as Wicken and each network of inhabitants were now identified as Hwicce, the overall territory would remain a noncentralized set of communities, each with its own local leadership rather than with a single ruling family or administrative overlord.  
Interestingly, Dumville finds that ‘in its charters, the kingdom of the Hwicce is classically represented as having up to three kings at any one time. It is not known whether each had responsibility for a particular area or constituency within the kingdom or whether the kings ruled as a committee concerned with the whole.’[footnoteRef:199]  Certainly, the former organization would have been quite possible, perhaps within the context of the latter. Eventually, a tribal identity seems to have evolved through ethnogenesis, and out of this tribal society a royal family emerged, centered around Wynchcombe, 30 miles south of Wychbold, with ties by tradition to the Mercians and by marriage to the South Saxons.[footnoteRef:200] However, the Kingdom of Hwicce soon joined Mercia, which was absorbed later into Wessex, through which it eventually became part of the Kingdom of England. [199:  David Dumville, ‘Origins of the Kingdom of the English,’ in R. Naismith and D. Woodman, eds., Writing, Kingship and Power in Anglo-Saxon England (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017).]  [200:  Kessler, “Hwicce.”] 

Kessler believes it is likely that no single group among the Hwicce had gained dominance enough to forge a single kingdom until one was created by Mercia. It certainly seems unlikely that anyone would have been able to claim an inherent right to rule over such a disparate mixed group of Angles and Saxons. Even the first known king, Eanfrith, appears to have been the head of a noble house that had joint Saxon-British heritage. Certainly, the separate groups of Wicken may have controlled separate areas, as they did in East and Middle Anglia, without the need to unify under one royal line. Moreover, the cemeteries and settlements of the sixth century indicate that the society within which the Anglo-Saxon identity developed was not rigidly stratified and that high-ranking individuals were integrated within the community, in death as well as in life. According to Kessler, the Hwicce relinquished independent control of their lands to Mercia during the reign of Coenwulf at the start of the nineth century. Hwiccian identity gradually faded out of use as they became a part of the larger kingdoms and finally part of England as a whole.[footnoteRef:201]  [201:  Kessler, “Hwicce.”] 

In summary, it appears that after a century of settlement in eastern Britain, the Wicken migrated to the Western Midlands in substantial, extended kinship groups across multiple routes from an established territory in East Anglia and by way of an intermediate base of support in Middle Anglia.  Their settlements south of Mercia appear to be strategically situated to facilitate definition and occupation of the territory, alignment with military and religious leaders, and control of trade routes and population centers.  Through apparently peaceful interaction with existing inhabitants and a long-standing affiliation with the Iclingas, these efforts enabled them to achieve political and ceremonial leadership of this territory while still under the overlordship of Mercia.  Place-name evidence of the Wicken appears to suggest an interactive acculturation process that was effective in leading from initial integration of the Wicken with other tribal groups to gradual assimilation of the existing diverse population into a polyethnic polity that identified with and was named for its Hwiccian leaders.  

CONCLUSION
The multiple conjectures in the literature of Anglo-Saxon history about who the Hwicce were and the many statements by prominent historians bemoaning the lack of documentation and records to substantiate these conjectures all underscore the salience of the question which this book seeks to answer: Who were the Hwicce?  Having pulled together several disparate clues, invented several new research methods, and gathered and analyzed a great deal of place-name evidence, this question can now be answered.  
The Hwicce were most likely an early group of vikings, pre-vikings, who crossed the Baltic Sea to settle in Germany, affiliated with the Angles as they moved north onto the Jutland Peninsula, migrated down from Angeln to the coast of the Netherlands, crossed over to the Isle of Thanet, were deployed up past Cambridge to guard against invasion by the Picts, migrated across to the Western Midlands, formed an Anglian alliance with the Iclingas, modified their name to affirm territorial control and established the Kingdom of Hwicce. As a clan, they were initially known as Wicing, then as a tribe they were called by the plural form, Wicingas.  In Middle English, the name became Wicken. Faced with the need to clarify their ethnic identity when they first arrived in the Western Midlands, they modified the pronunciation of their name, which was then spelled as Hwicce. 
The Wicingas were identified in 1935 by Eilert Ekwall, but memory of this tribal group was lost, and their migration routes, settlements and accomplishments have not been described until now. Other etymologies have been suggested in the literature for the place-names that derived from this clan, but these conjectures are based upon homonyms or upon back-formation from the tribal name of Hwicce, while the existence of the Wicken was ignored.  However, while the linguistic evidence used to attribute each of these names to the Wicing (Wicken) is sometimes subtle and not always definitive, it constitutes a possible explanation in every case and the most probable explanation in a majority of cases.  Moreover, the cumulative weight of the evidence represented by this aggregation of individual names, together with the alignment with general historical documentation of the pattern of these names as they are mapped across the broad expanse of time and space described in Figure 40, constitute an accumulation of evidence which is more than sufficient to verify the existence and achievements of this tribe.
Figure 41. Wicken Migration across Northeastern Europe
[image: ]
Source: Wickenden using Google Maps
What significance do the maps, the methods, and the findings reported in this book have?  What do they contribute to the history of the era and to our understanding of that aspect of the past?  First, they tell a story about a particular group of people, a story about the clan of Wicing, who became the Wicken, who established numerous settlements and dens across the land, and who created the Kingdom of Hwicce in the Western Midlands of Britain.  Next, they tell a story about the process by which certain Anglian tribes in certain areas of the Continent and Britain emerged from obscurity and climbed onto the stage of history.  Finally, they show how, by following a few clues and by utilizing multiple place names to track the migrations and trace the settlements of some of these tribes, a mystery has been solved, a missing chapter in Anglo-Saxon history has been written, and a previously unknown story about the history of Britain has now been told. 
	All readers of this book are descendants of people who, at one time in the past, were members of tribes and of the families, kinship groups and clans of which these tribes were composed.  All those tribes went through the process of defining and developing territories, provinces, kingdoms, and the nation-states in which we now live.  Hopefully, this book will help us understand more about who we are, where we came from, and, in as much as the story of the Wicken is a positive and progressive one, what the human family might yet become.
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