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[bookmark: _Hlk43653676][bookmark: _Hlk62064614][bookmark: _Hlk104305686][bookmark: _Hlk44095594]Town of Florida Selectmen Meeting
Florida Town Hall
379 Mohawk Trail
January 14, 2026

6:00 pm meeting called to order by Neil Oleson

Selectmen members present: Neil Oleson, Mike Bedini, Tim Zelazo
Selectmen members absent: None
Others present: Joan Lewis, Vicki Winchell, Jim White, Cindy Bosley, Ron Bosley, Diana Worth, Stephanie Pare, Krista Bishop, Robert Cote, Robert Ide, Kevin Poirot, Sue Bedini

[bookmark: _Hlk208332012]Selectmen:
· Mike Bedini made a motion to approve the minutes of December 3, 2025. Tim Zelazo seconded the motion.  Unanimous.
· Krista Bishop presented the board with the tax rate options. The town needs to levy 10% more via taxes than last year. The average tax bill in Massachusetts has increased by 10%, with the average home price in town increasing also by 10%. Per the state, the lowest option the board could choose was $8.02, with the highest being $9.68.
· Neil Oleson made a motion to approve the tax shift at 1.3675, which equals $8.28 for the rate.  Mike Bedini seconded the motion.  Unanimous.
· Robert Ide of National Grid attended to update the board, along with Kevin Poirot and Cindy Bosley, on the status of the Spectrum install and utility poles.  Two thirds of the project is funded by the FCC, the last one third went out to bid last year, with Charter/Spectrum winning that bid and the funding coming from MBI. The installation is expected to be able to cover close to 100% of the homes in town. The program needs to be completed by December 31, 2026, to get the money.  Robert explained the pole application process. National grid is the owner of the poles jointly with Verizon. Spectrum will submit pole applications for the remaining poles.
· Mike Bedini made a motion to approve the business licenses for Roger J. Arigoni Jr. Auto Repair, Christadora Manice Education Center, and Brent Bergendahl of Poet’s Seat Water.  Tim Zelazo seconded the motion. Unanimous.

[bookmark: _Hlk113904460]Jim White, Highway Department Supervisor:
· The crew has dealt with a lot of wind, snow and ice storms.  This has left multiple trees down that they have been cleaning up.
· Completed the OSHA 300A form which required Neil’s signature.  This will be posted on the wall.
· The RDP Grant for waste management was presented to Neil for signature.
· Jim and Joan worked on a grant for the Savoy bridge and have submitted it.
· Jim gave the board the small bridge inspection report for Savoy Bridge.  This report was completed before the repairs were done.




Selectboard Meeting
January 14, 2026


Joan Lewis, Town Administrator:
· MVP Grant has been approved. The HMP grant needed to be re-worded and resubmitted.
· McLain Electric fixed the emergency light at town hall.
· McCann has been approved for MSBA repairs.
· It was requested that a dead bolt be added to the town hall door for the safety of anyone working alone.  Jim will install it.
· KP Law rate has increased to $260 per hour.
· Gabby Glacier from the North Berkshire Coalition would like to attend a selectboard meeting to discuss the potential of hosting an emergency preparedness workshop for residents.

Public Comment:	
· Diana Wentworth informed the board that the resident who has a dog that has been labeled as dangerous may attend a meeting to try to have this lifted. She reiterated to the board that this label is not allowed to be removed from the animal.


Mike Bedini made a motion to adjourn at 7:25 pm.  Tim Zelazo seconded the motion.  Unanimous.


