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Florida Town Hall
379 Mohawk Trail
March 11, 2026

6:00pm meeting called to order by Neil Oleson

Selectmen members present: Neil Oleson, Mike Bedini, Tim Zelazo
Selectmen members absent: None
Others present: Joan Lewis, Vicki Winchell, Doug Carvelle, Ed Damelio, Shawn Meyle, Max Prum, Cindy Bosley, Ron Bosley

[bookmark: _Hlk208332012]Selectmen:
· Tim Zelazo made a motion to approve the minutes of February 25, 2026. Mike Bedini seconded the motion.  Unanimous.
· Shawn Meyle, from the Hoosac Wind Farm discussed their need to widen the access road at the bottom of Crum Hill Road, off Tilda Hill Road. He is looking for information on how to proceed.  Neil informed Shawn that the town will need to hold a special permit hearing and send notices to the abutters.  Joan will check with Lisa Brown for the timeline needed, gather the abutter list and then contact Shawn.
· Doug Carvelle and Ed Damelio, from Advanced Fiber Works, are working on Spectrum installation. They need information on obtaining permits as there are two locations they need to go underground: 219 Central Shaft Road and 16 South County Road.  These areas are where the transmission lines are, therefore, National Grid will not give them permission to cross above ground. They would go underground at the transmission lines and then come back up to carry on arial. The board was not certain if a permit was needed or if they just needed to notify the abutters. Joan will check with town counsel as well as get the abutter information.
· Max Prum, residing on Central Shaft Road, attended to get a letter of support from the board.  Max is with Berkshire Conservation Districts, a non-regulatory government agency, applying for an MVP grant to create support for planning. This grant is to help private landowners and farmers to plant on their land.  The first round of funding is money to do outreach, research on where things can be planted, who is interested and how to help them.  This would be for all over Berkshire County, not just the town of Florida. The board was in favor of his endeavor. Joan will print out a letter on letterhead and email it to max after Neil signs off on it.
· Tim Zelazo made a motion to approve the business license for Douglas Hakkinen, dba Daubs Maintenance and Repair.  Mike Bedini seconded the motion.  Unanimous.
· Discussed the Florida Rowe bridge repairs needed.
· Neil updated the other board members on the N Berkshire Regional School study process.  Three bids were received.  One was disqualified because they did not follow bid rules and included the bid price.  The other two were priced over the budgeted amount. The group is going to rewrite the request for proposal and send it out again.
· Great River Hydro notified the town they will be spraying pesticides on their rights of away.
· Franklin Land Trust notified the town of its 21st annual self-guided bicycle ride on August 22, 2026. 
· A selectmen meeting has been added for March 18, 2026, to hold an executive session.
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March 11, 2026

Jim White, Highway Department Supervisor:
· Not in attendance this week

Joan Lewis, Town Administrator:
· Joan reminded everyone that the town caucus is this Friday, March 13, 2026, at 7pm
· Dukes Lumber has been double billing, causing extra work for the financial team. Mike will reach out to the owner to see what the issues are.  The board recommended Jim start using his credit card there instead of billing the purchases.
· All tax bills have gone out, and payments have been coming in.

Public Comment:	
· None

Mike Bedini made a motion to adjourn at 7:13 pm.  Tim Zelazo seconded the motion.  Unanimous.


