Town of Florida Selectmen 1

Meeting
Florida Town Hall
379 Mohawk Trail

June 17, 2026

6:03 pm meeting called to order by Neil Oleson

Selectmen members present: Neil Oleson, Mike Bedini, Tim Zelazo

Selectmen members absent: None

Others present: Joan Lewis, Jim White, Vicki Winchell, Cindy Bosley, Melanie Medon, Doug Miller, Andrew
Haskins, Ron Bosley, Mike Gleason, Mel Curtin, Cameron Roderick, Lisa Tanner, Brian Dumas

Selectmen:

Tim Zelazo made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting on June 3, 2026. Mike Bedini seconded
the motion. Unanimous.

Cameron Roderick, National Grid/Verizon Contractor, discussed three new poles they would like to install.
One is to be situated on Oleson Road, one on Central Shaft Road, and one on South County Road. These
will help to transport information from the meters to the gateway to National Grid. It will handle meter
readings and notify National Grid when there are power outages. Poles will be placed in line with existing
poles. Meeting to approve poles needs to be done as a Pole Hearing. This will take place at the July 1,
2026, meeting. Joan will post the necessary information.

Permit signed for New England Wind LLC for widening of Crum Hill Road.

Mike Bedini made a motion to approve the business license for Helen Martin, dba Martins Station. Tim
Zelazo seconded the motion.

Board requested Joan to call the building inspector to check the hood at the Senior Center.

Berkshire Regional Planning Commission submitted a 58-page ADA report that was completed for the
town.

Joan Lewis, Town Administrator:

Town Hall will be closed on Juneteenth.

Reminded everyone that Senator Mark and Representative John Barrett will be at the Senior Center on
June 22, 2026.
Dump stickers are on order.

Jim White, Highway Department Supervisor:

Mowing cemeteries and the outskirts, weed wacked the guardrails.

Repairs done on Stryker Road.

Cut blacktop and fixed culvert by Charlie Briggs house.

Checked around town for tree damages.

Working on repairs on truck 3.

Swept swales on lower River Road and brought the fill up to the cemetery expansion.

The 2026 truck will take 2-3 weeks to receive.

Beaver issues at tower swamp again. Jim would like to use the same trapper he used last year.
o Mike Bedini made a motion to allow up to $3000.00 for beaver removal. Tim Zelazo seconded the

motion. Unanimous.
Completed the divider in the dog shelter and added a new screen door to the compactor shed.
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Florida Town Hall
379 Mohawk Trail

Selectboard Meeting
June 17, 2026

Public Comment:

Several residents residing on or near the River Road area of town attended to ask the board for their
support with the hydroelectric facility. Some received notices of a new warning system being installed by
the Bear Swamp Fife Brook Hydroelectric facility. An alarm will sound every time the facility releases
water. This is being installed per the requirements of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. The
alarm will be 130 decibels. In addition to the noise, residents voiced concerns regarding the beavers and
the number of trees that would be cut down. The board has requested Joan find the representative for
the company and invite them to a future selectboard meeting.

Lisa Tanner brought up for discussion the damage the Michels trucks are doing to the roads and the speed
they travel at. The board has been in discussions with this company to repair roads once the project is
done.

Mike Gleason questioned FMLA. Joan has a contact to talk to that she is meeting with on Thursday, June
18, 2026. It is a zoom call that Jim will also join.

Neil Oleson made a motion to enter Executive Session at 7:04pm. Mike Bedini seconded the motion. Unanimous.

Regular session called back into order at 7:17 pm by Neil Oleson

Jim requested a 3% rate increase for all the highway department employees.
o Mike Bedini made a motion to approve a 3% rate increase for all highway employees. Tim Zelazo
seconded the motion. Unanimous.

Mike Bedini made a motion to adjourn at 7:19 pm. Tim Zelazo seconded the motion. Unanimous.



