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Weekly Bible Study
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IDENTIFYING AND OVERCOMING BESETTING SINS (Part 3) Study 27
 TEXT: Hebrew 11:32-34.
MEMORY VERSE: PSALM 51:12-13 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

         There is no one without a weakness at a point in time, except God! The unlikely and worst of all sinners like Paul and the condemned and hopeless individual like the thief on the cross were translated back to praiseworthy life, at opportune encounter with Christ! No matter your past weaknesses and setback, suffered from guilt, resistance and accusations of men and Satan, Christ will turn your night to day if you are willing and determined to be strong in the Lord.

  OUT OF WEAKNESS MADE STRONG!   HEBREW 11:11-12
  We shall consider few examples of the earlier saints, who despite times of weariness and disappointments sought God for grace to end well eventually:
1. Sarah: Can Sarah be considered as a woman of stable, vibrant and steadfast faith all through her time? 
Let us have a little overview of her walk with God and see the period of inconsistency that she had to fight to overcome:
i. She compromised with her husband to conceal the fact that she was Abraham's wife to Pharaoh and Abimelech king of Philistine.
ii. She became so weary in faith that she doubted the possibility of giving birth to the covenanted child (Isaac) as promised by God.
 When she eventually visited by God, her case was transformed! She became a woman of faith who received strength to conceive at a very old age! It is not too late for you to encounter God and get transformed to live in dominion.
2. David: Psalm 51:1-7.
David at his lowest spiritual state was overtaken with besetting sin with Bathsheba the wife of Uriah. His iniquity was visited by God. Yet he chose repentance and hope, and was restored to saintly living. He later had testimony that he served his generation according to the will of God. Act 13:36. 
  Do not allow your past misdeeds to limit or mar your possibilities to rise and soar like eagles in Christ. Break free from repressive sinful habits and attempt, achieve great exploits in Christ.
3. Peter: He was called and ordained as Apostle of Christ.
He belonged to the inner caucus of Christ disciples. Yet he denied Christ thrice and sworn if he ever knew Christ! This was as a result of fear of death, and gruesome atmosphere pervading the crucifixion of Christ.
  Despite this ugly experience, he got broken and summoned courage to repent and return to the Lord! His love for the master was proven. By faith, he rose to become a leading figure and hero of faith! Luke 22:61-62.
  Dear believer in Christ, your choice is the only thing that can limit your horizons in Christ. God wants you to rise on the wing of faith today. Forgetting the past, build up and grow in holiness to pursue the price of high calling in Christ. Philippians 3:10-13.
[bookmark: _GoBack]  Get your sinful habits and limitations behind you; trust in the author and finisher of your faith, forgetting the pains attending your cross to wear the heavenly crown with joy unspeakable! Your restoration and glorification is possible in Jesus mighty name! Amen.
HYMN: CALLED UNTO HOLINESS


1.	 Called unto holiness, Church of our God
Purchased of Jesus, redeemed by His blood
Called from the world and its idols to flee
Called from the bondage of sin to be free.

‘Holiness unto the Lord’ is our Watchword and song,
‘Holiness unto the Lord’ as we’re marching along: 
Sing…it, shout it, loud and long, 
‘Holiness unto the Lord’, now and for ever.

2. 	‘Called unto holiness,’ children of light,
Walking with Jesus in garments of white;
Raiment unsullied, nor tarnished with sin
God’s Holy Spirit abiding within.




3. 	Called unto holiness,’ praise His dear name,
This blessed secret to Faith now made plain,
Not our own righteousness, but Christ within,
Living and reigning, and saving from sin.

4.    	‘Called unto Holiness,’ Glorious thought!
Up from the wilderness wanderings brought
Out from the shadows and darkness of night
Into the Canaan of perfect delight.

5.	‘Called unto holiness,’ Bride of the Lamb,
Waiting the Bridegroom’s returning again;
Lift up your heads, for the day draweth near.
When in His beauty the King shall appear.
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