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TEXT: Jeremiah8:20-22, Rome 12:21
MEMORY VERSE: John19:30, Matthew 18: 35
Christ is the balm of Gilead! He is the greatest Physician of all ages. He came to heal the broken hearted, to comfort the aggrieved, to give the oil of joy to replace ashes for those that are mourning!  Isaiah 61:1-11.
No sickness can escape His healing wings! Malachi 4:2. No bruise and wound can defy His resurrection power! To everyone that believes, Christ is the New Wine! He gives joy and peace to all the beloved of God.
HEALING, HEALTH AND REVIVAL Hosea 6:1-3.
Thousands of people all over the world today find encouragement on the life history of Jabez. Family misfortune became his stigmatized label! He was born into sorrow, grew up in sorrow, he experienced sorrow daily to a point when he was persuaded a change was needed. And he got it! 1 Chronicles 4:9-10. As individuals, families, Church and Nation, God's preference for all is healthy living, a life full of joy, vibrancy and fruitfulness. The pains, agony and traumas of yesteryears, can become the reason for breakthrough and revival today. 
We will look at the life of some heroes of faith, who translated their injuries and pains to a resource of benefits for mankind, honour and glory of God:
1. Abraham: He was left by Lot due to their herd men's strive. Lot also chose the most promising land available. Abraham put aside resentment that was probable! He went in love to save Lot when problem arose in his domain. He also interceded for him to escape the destruction that came upon Sodom. What a legacy of love that harboured no grudge! He was a friend of God indeed. Genesis 14: 8-16.
2. Joseph: A man of sorrow indeed!
He lost his mother prematurely.
He was hated and estranged from a loving father!
He was sold to slavery by brethren.
He was imprisoned wrongly.
His feet were bruised with fetters! Psalm 105:17,18 .Despite all these unpleasant experiences, he chose the part of forgiveness, knowing God as the righteous judge and faithful rewarder.
His bruises and pains were healed so much that he brought his brethren over to Egypt to feed them with delightsome bread. When you turn your attention to God as against humans with limitations, you will receive sufficient grace to move on.  
3. Jephthah: He was rejected and labelled a bastard. He was sent away ignominiously. Rather than wriggling with offense and resentment, he thought of self-development to become useful in life. His mind was engaged with vision of greatness.
  Later on, hearing about his exploits, his brethren who once rejected him saw leadership skills in him and pleaded with him for help and deliverance!
Jephthah chose to forget the insult and assault of the past; he accepted responsibility to fight and preserve people that once maligned him!  Judges 11:1-10.
Forgiveness is the way to uncommon exploits of faith!  Jesus forgave those who nailed and crucified him. He also considered somebody like Paul worthy of the rich grace of God despite all the persecutions to the cause of Christ! You can receive grace to do the same.
4. Hannah: Only Hannah could explain the hurts and pains she experienced from the step wife, Peninnah!  Rather than nursing injuries from such assaults, she went to the presence of God for a lasting solution. The result:  She received Prophet Samuel! The gift of Samuel did not only bring healing and consolation to Elikannah's family, it also brought revival and transformation to the entire Israel's kingdom and the rest of the world!
5. John Mark: John Mark had a noble back ground in the early Church. His mother was one of the prominent women leaders in the early Church. Act 12:12. When Paul rejected his going on the second missionary journey, he could have recruited and used his mother's influence to Paul, but rather, he left the matter as it was, grew under the tutelage of Barnabas to become a gracious gospel writer! To show his manner of submission and enlarged heart that saw above petty grudges, he joyfully worked with Paul at later time to promote the gospel! Hear God's testimony about John Mark in 2 Timothy 4:11 (KJV)."Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry".
May God give a heart like John Mark to all the ministers of God in our time in Jesus name.
Dear Christian, do not allow grudges, resentment and relational shortcomings of fellow believers to entangle you. Learn to love even the unlovable, praying, loving and hoping for a glorious transformation. 
This is the way to healthy living and revival. Amen.
HYMN: THE GREAT PHYSICIAN (CHS 135)
1. 
2. The great Physician now is near,
The sympathizing Jesus;
He speaks the drooping heart to cheer,
Oh! hear the voice of Jesus.

Sweetest note in seraph song,
Sweetest name on mortal tongue;
Sweetest carol ever sung,
Jesus, blessèd Jesus

2.	Your many sins are all forgiven,
Oh! Hear the voice of Jesus;
Go on your way in peace to heaven,
And wear a crown with Jesus.

3.	All glory to the dying Lamb!
I now believe in Jesus;
I love the blessèdSavior’s name,
I love the Name of Jesus.

4.	Come, brethren, help me sing His praise,
Oh, praise the Name of Jesus;
Oh, sisters, all your voices raise,
Oh, bless the Name of Jesus.

5.	His name dispels my guilt and fear,
No other name but Jesus;
Oh! how my soul delights to hear
The charming name of Jesus.

6.	And when to that bright world above,
We rise to see our Jesus,
We’ll sing around the throne of love
His Name, the Name of Jesus.
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