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	Text: Genesis 2:19; 1 Samuel 25:25; 2Corinthians 6:15.

Memory Verse: Matthew 16:13                 
Naming is an invention that has its origin in God. It is a unique and defining identity of a thing, place or person. Humans place a great sense of importance on name. In the business world, the word label is much more appropriate! Most products are wrapped, cartoned or sealed in bottles or customized container with labels. The label carries the trademark and is a function of patronage such product can attract.  In every nation, there are important mandatory labels a product must bear for originality, such as:  Manufacturing and expiring date, NAFDAC number, quality assurance stamp e.g S.O.N (Standard Organization of Nigeria) which gives information about the acceptance and safe use of such products. Fakeness of any product in the market can cause a great damage! Goodwill and trust that the original products enjoyed  is eroded!  Christ is the original trademark of heaven, a unique label every genuine child of God is called to bear. Whenever this label is wrongly placed. Christ will remove it!
REMOVE THE WRONG LABEL! JOHN 8:44-49.
As a believer, you must be mindful of the label that is placed on you. In the above scripture, Christ rejected outrightly, the evil and ungodly label the Pharisees and religious leaders placed on Him. According to John 8:48, 49 (KJV). "Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me".   
This is a good lesson for everyone in Christ:
1. You can place wrong label on yourself :
 i. When you undermine grace and the excellence of Christ's calling upon your life as a believer like Esau was labeled Edom! Genesis 25:30-33.  
ii. When your word, attitude and actions contradict the tenets of your faith and godly profession in Christ. Apostle Judas was labelled "Thief and betrayer " in contrast to the calling he received in Christ. John 6:4-12.
iii. When your outward appearance contradicts what is inside you! In Exodus 2:17-19, Moses, a Jew was labeled an Egyptian, because of the way he dressed and spoke. Your dressing, outlook, slang and slogans say so much about people's perception and reactions towards you as a believer.
iv. When you indulge in sinful practices that make unbelievers to have mis-feeling about your professions of faith and personality!
  Examples:
a. A Christian paying bribes in whatever form to have his way, or collecting bribes to give what is supposed to be  freely due to others!
b. A Christian who chooses to keep quiet in the face of evil, injustice and errors on the premise of not wanting trouble or being considered odd in the system.


c. A Christian who is backward, undeserving, incompetent, mediocre and frivolous due to lack of vision and diligence! A Christian who always gives to procrastination and laziness.

2. People can place wrong label on you!
i. when you are unmindful of your worth, possibilities and unique peculiarity. For example,  "And they said, Should he deal with our sister as with an harlot?" Genesis 34:31 (KJV) The above was the remark of Dinah's brothers to their Father, Jacob in response to the way she was treated as an harlot by Shechem who was later murdered! Dinah was unmindful of her nobility and heritage in Abraham. She played it off with simplicity, but her brothers rejected the unfortunate label! When people view and treated you in an undignified manner that undermine the excellence of Christ in you. Do not choose compromise! Always stand for what is right and of good report.
ii. Hatred, envy, rival and ill feelings can make people label you badly. When your way of life contradicts and condemns their evil doings. At such a time expect all sort of tags with expectations to weakens, run you down or force you to quit the good fight of faith.  At such a time, refuse to be intimidated. Stand for God, stand for the right. A good example was David. In  1Samuel 17:28,29. Eliab labelled David as "proud and naughty" David moved ahead unperturbed and went ahead to kill Goliath! The outcome of his mission and audacity of his passion to liberate Israel exonerated him of such wrong label. It is dangerous to be wrongly labelled  by others. It can undermine your image and possibilities sometimes! When this happens, do your best to correct any wrong or negative impression by positive and decisive measures that attest and affirm to a Christlike character.
3. Check the labels in the scripture below and see if any of it outrightly  defines you: Romans 3:9-13,15-18 KJV "What then? are we better than they ? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; [10] As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: [11] There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. [12] They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. [13] Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: [15] Their feet are swift to shed blood: [16] Destruction and misery are in their ways: [17] And the way of peace have they not known: [18] There is no fear of God before their eyes". which of these and other bad labels describe or matches you?  Remove it today!
HYMN: OUT OF MY BONDAGE (CHS 29)
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