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                  					THY KINGDOM COME
KINGDOM DOMINION AND EXPLOITS (PART 1) STUDY 4
TEXT: Genesis 2:10-16, Matthew 6:10-11, Proverbs 22:29
MEMORY VERSES: Matthew 6:33, Daniel 11:32b
Every responsible government in the world will be concerned with the affairs and welfare of her citizens. This is the reason why nations in the world open embassies in various countries to oversee the affairs of her citizens residing in such countries, fostering good international relationship that ensures safety and prosperity of her citizens. God has a more excellent plan and provision for every kingdom subject that abides under the shadow of the almighty, the reigning King! In the book of Genesis above, God established the city of Eden, meant to inhabit Adam and the upcoming generations. Everything needed to make life comfortable was provided: Water, garden to provide food, gold and comfortable environment meant to give meaningful livelihood. Today, God is still concerned with your wellbeing as ever!

KINGDOM WELLBEING AND PROSPERITY JOB 36:10-11, PSALM 36:8-11
No kingdom citizen is meant to wallow in poverty and suffering! Our Lord Jesus said:  "Give us this day our daily bread". Matthew 6:1. Christ's expectation is that you must be able to feed, clothe and be sheltered without stress under the administration of His grace. You simply need to understand the process and attune it to your life accordingly.
Note: God is your father, your wellbeing and fares are His concern and primary responsibility. Matthew 6:11. The lesson here is that you need to trust God for your provision and sustenance as a believer. How? By looking forward to Him to understand and live by the kingdom's principles of daily supplies! The scripture is filled with examples of men and women who prospered based on these principles.
1. Eat the Word of God Regularly. The number one principle is that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word from the Lord. This implies that you maintain close walk with God like Isaac in Genesis 26:1-5, whereby God can guide you continually. Don't be busy with the cares of this world to neglect God's word and fellowship with the brethren. Give priority to your spiritual food and make it first as daily manna was to the Israelites in their journey to Canaan. Deuteronomy 8:2-4.
2.  Sow in Order to Reap. This is the second principle concerning Kingdom provision. Without sowing, there can be no reaping! A lot of God's children today want to depend on favour, gifts from others and borrowing for life sustenance. This is not honourable for true kingdom citizens. Proverbs 10:5 says, "He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame". Why sleeping in harvest? It is because this fellow refused to sow as at when due! Though Jesus says you should pray for God to provide for you, food will not drop from heaven! You need to discern the opportunities arround you, harness your resources (physical, skill, financial) and work with your hands for God to bless your seeds according to Deuteronomy 28:12. "The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow".
3.  Identify Your Gift, Interest and Passion and Invest Your Resources Accordingly. Genesis 25:27-30. In the scripture above, we see two people using their diverse gifts to get what they want!  God has endowed you with enough resources! Be it academic, art work, vocal gift, professional or business career, etc. Know your interest and inclinations, and develop yourself accordingly.
4.  Keep and Dress Your Garden. Genesis 2:15. Don't behave like the man described in Song of Solomon 1:6 "Look not upon me, because I am black, because the sun hath looked upon me: my mother's children were angry with me; they made me the keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept". Distractions will rob you of distinction in life but you need to concentrate on your work with perseverance. Like Isaac, you will wax strong in abundance and blessings eventually. Genesis 26:12-14.
5. Patience Is a Necessary Factor. The importance of patience is emphasised in James 5:7 "Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain". Note that different fruits have different yielding time, rate and seasons. You cannot measure your life and success by another person's results. Set your objectives and understand the dynamics that propels you towards your expected results.
6.  Plan to Enjoy the Fruits of Your Labour. Eat well, clothe well, exercise and maintain good healthy living. It is not luxury to eat three square meals. Many sicknesses like ulcer, diabetics, obesity, etc. are related to bad eating habits. It is God's gift and desire for you to enjoy good feeding daily. See Ecclesiastes 5:18-19. Do not suffer hunger because of you want to unduly boost savings! It is wisdom to have balanced plan versus expenses. 
7. Distribute and Communicate Joyfully!  Hebrew 13:16. Don't be a lone consumer of your blessings. Our Lord Jesus said in Matthew 6:11.  "Give us this day our daily bread".  Note that the Lord pluralised your blessings of divine supply. The welfare of those arround you matters! God will lift you up to help you lift others. James 4:10. This is your year of Dominion and Exploits in Jesus mighty name. Amen.

HYMN: GO LABOUR ON (CHS 88)

1. Go, labor on: spend, and be spent,
Thy joy to do the Father’s will:
It is the way the Master went;
Should not the servant tread it still?
2. Go, labor on! ’tis not for naught
Thine earthly loss is heavenly gain;
Men heed thee, love thee, praise thee not;
The Master praises: what are men?
3. Go, labor on! enough, while here,
If He shall praise thee, if He deign
The willing heart to mark and cheer:
No toil for Him shall be in vain.
4. Go, labor on while it is day:
The world’s dark night is hastening on;
Speed, speed thy work, cast sloth away;
It is not thus that souls are won.
5. Men die in darkness at thy side,
Without a hope to cheer the tomb;
Take up the torch and wave it wide,
The torch that lights time’s thickest gloom.
6. Toil on, faint not, keep watch and pray,
Be wise the erring soul to win;
Go forth into the world’s highway,
Compel the wanderer to come in.

7. Toil on, and in thy toil rejoice!
For toil comes rest, for exile home;
Soon shalt thou hear the Bridegroom’s voice,
The midnight peal, “Behold, I come!”
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