Civics FOR ADULTS: To ENHANCE Civic KNOWLEDGE AND INSPIRED POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT — DONNA L COHEN, MIED, MILIS

Resources for Beyond Voting: Elections / Campaign Financing
2023

General

Vote 411 Register, check registration, find out what’s on the ballot https://www.vote411.org/

Vote.org https://www.vote.org/

Ballotpedia https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page

My Congressional District —“quick and easy access to selected statistics collected by the U.S. Census Bureau”
https://www.census.gov/mycd/

Oregon Secretary of State — Voting and Elections Division
https://sos.oregon.gov/voting-elections/Pages/default.aspx

Washington Secretary of State — Elections Division https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/

National Conference of State Legislatures - Elections and Campaign page “
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns

Archaic Election Methods Hurt Democracy. Series. Sightline.
https://www.sightline.org/series/voting-systems-hurt-democracy/

U.S. Election Assistance Administration https://www.eac.gov/

Electionland. “ProPublica’s Electionland project covers problems that prevent eligible voters from casting their ballots.”
https://www.propublica.org/electionland

Bills and Laws

S.2747 - Freedom to Vote Act [2021]

https://www.congress.qgov/bill/117th-congress/senate-

bill/2747?0=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s2747%22%2C%22s2747%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1

H.R.4 - John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2021

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-

bill/4?9=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr4%22%2C%22hr4%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1

The John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act Protects Native Americans’ Voting Rights Hanson. Campaign

Legal Center. 10/20/2021.

https://campaignlegal.org/update/john-lewis-voting-rights-advancement-act-protects-native-americans-voting-

rights?gclid=CjwKCAIiArY2fBhBOEIWAWqHK6u|3ZA8k1I2frD68TLY07zjYrZ0yrVha8li3AsdOGw9cLLB4HAeMxxoC5i0QAvD
BWE

Voting Laws Roundup: December 2022. Brennan Center. Last updated 2/1/2023.

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-laws-roundup-december-2022

Election Law Blog https://electionlawblog.org/

Cases That Could Impact Voting Rights

Moore v Harper Explained. Sweren-Becker and Herenstein. Brennan Center 10/26/2022.
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/moore-v-harper-explained

Moore v Harper Oral Arguments. Supreme Court. 12/7/22. Transcript also available.
https://www.supremecourt.gov/oral_arguments/audio/2022/21-1271

Merrill V Milligan. Transcript. 10/4/2022.

https://www.supremecourt.qgov/oral _arguments/argument_transcripts/2022/21-1086 6{36.pdf

Voting by Mail / Absentee Ballots

The False Narrative of Vote-by-Mail Fraud. Wendy R. Weiser. April 10, 2020
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/false-narrative-vote-mail-fraud

Oregon’s vote-by-mail system gets more tv attention, on ‘60 minutes’. June 29, 2020. Includes video.
https://www.oregonlive.com/entertainment/2020/06/oregons-vote-by-mail-system-gets-more-tv-attention-on-60-
minutes.html?fbclid=iwar2g-zIxs6vogvbivowvuogbywrbxh4zwz8byilwzt-cqp8zlphtbnnlI530

Four Ways States Suppress the Absentee Vote. Sightline. 7/30/2020.
https://www.sightline.org/2020/07/30/four-ways-states-suppress-the-absentee-vote/?fbclid=IwWAR24quCMG SwT Mt-
ZLE0L088C769HZ6zUHOhdCdrFG-cW09-ezseyTmAEQ40

The Neutral Partisan Effects of Vote-by-Mail: Evidence from County-Level Roll-Outs. Stanford U. April, 2020.
https://siepr.stanford.edu/publications/working-paper/neutral-partisan-effects-vote-mail-evidence-county-level-roll-outs
Universal vote-by-mail has no impact on partisan turnout or vote share. Thompson et al. Democracy & Polarization
Lab, Stanford University. May 6, 2020 http://www.andrewbenjaminhall.com/thompson_et _al vbm.pdf
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Voter Turnout

Turnout in U.S. has soared in recent elections but by some measures still trails that of many other countries
Pew Research Center. 11/1/2022.
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/08/02/u-s-voter-turnout-trails-most-developed-countries/

The U.S. Should Require All Citizens to Vote. Ornstein. July 2012.
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2012/07/the-us-should-require-all-citizens-to-vote/259902/

Voter Registration

Automatic Voter Registration Works Everywhere It’s Been Implemented Derek Rosenfeld 4/11/2019

Brennan Center study shows that AVR increased registration rates in every state where the policy has gone into effect.
https://www.brennancenter.org/blog/automatic-voter-registration-works-everywhere-been-implemented

Voting Systems - Primaries

Open Primaries https://www.openprimaries.org/

Oregon Open Primary Initiative https://www.alloregonvotes.org/

[Oregon] Open Primary Measure for 2024 Gets Ballot Title From DOJ. Jaquiss. Willamette Week. 1/1/2023
https://www.wweek.com/news/2023/01/01/open-primary-measure-for-2024-gets-ballot-title-from-doj/

State of Maine: Open primaries bill marks major bipartisan achievement Goldthwait. 6/14/2021.
https://www.mdislander.com/opinions/columnists-opinions/jill-goldthwait/state-of-maine-open-primaries-bill-marks-major-
bipartisan-achievement

Maine is about to open party primaries to hundreds of thousands more voters. LWV. 4/25/2022.
https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/news-clips/maine-about-open-party-primaries-hundreds-thousands-more-voters

More Places Should Do What Alaska Did to Its Elections. Pildes. New York Times. 2/15/22. [or via your library]
Alaska’s Midterm Elections Yield Mixed Results (But In A Good Way). Lee. Sightline. 1/24/2022.
https://www.sightline.org/2022/11/23/alaskas-midterm-elections-yield-mixed-results-but-in-a-good-way/

Implications for Top-Four/Five Voting. Drutman. New America. 6/2021.
https://www.newamerica.org/political-reform/reports/what-we-know-about-congressional-primaries-and-congressional-
primary-reform/implications-for-top-fourfive-voting/

From report: What We Know about Congressional Primaries and Congressional Primary Reform. Drutman. New
America Foundation. 7/2021. [Accessed from link above]

Voting Methods — Ranked Choice Voting

Ranked Choice Voting video created for Maine [1:30] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rkx0e2Cduyk

Where RCV [Ranked Choice Voting] is Used Has helpful 2-minute video about how it worked in a Mayoral election
http://www.fairvote.org/where is ranked choice voting used

Fair Vote — Ranked Choice Voting / Instant Runoff http://www.fairvote.org/rcv#rcvbenefits

Voting Methods — STAR Voting

STAR Voting https://www.starvoting.us/

Star Voting — Multnomah County https://www.facebook.com/groups/1821618454770952

Star Voting — Lane County https://www.facebook.com/starvotinglane

STAR Voting for Lane County video https://www.youtube.com/watch?time continue=81&v=w9JZVEOR-Os

Electoral College

Electoral College htips://ballotpedia.org/Electoral College

About the Electors. National Archives http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/electors.html
Much Needed Reform for the Electoral Count Act. Waldman. Brennan Center for Justice. Dec 23, 2022.
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/much-needed-reform-electoral-count-act

National Popular Vote http://www.nationalpopularvote.com/ “Work-around” to the Electoral College

Fake electoral college certificates:

Filing with NARA [National Archives and Records Administration]
https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/20493986/nara-records-regarding-invalid-elector-slates-nara-21-0174-a.pdf

Voting Rights

Cost of Voting Index. 2022. https://costofvotingindex.com/

Democracy Diminished: State and Local Threats to Voting, Post-Shelby County, Alabama v. Holder

Legal Defense Fund, NAACP. 2014 [Report] https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/Democracy-Diminished-State-
and-Local-Threats-to-Voting-Post-Shelby-County-Alabama-v.-Holder.pdf
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Rep Elijah Cummings Gives Fiery Speech on the State of Voting Rights. Feb, 2019.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZC8WNVsDeE

‘Politics Ain’t the Same’ — How the 19th Amendment Changed American Elections Sherr. 8/28/2016
http://billmoyers.com/story/politics-aint-19th-amendment-changed-american-elections/

Without a Whisper. PBS. 2021.

“Explore the untold story of how Indigenous women influenced the early suffragists in their fight for freedom and equality.”
https://www.pbs.org/video/without-a-whisper-wnpj8u/

Electoral Dysfunction — The Right to Vote [4 min. video] NYT. 9/4/2012
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMIOMHFGhES8

Is it racism or justice? The legal tangle behind a Black woman's six-year sentence for voter fraud. Perez and
Madan. USA Today. 2/17/2022.
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/is-it-racism-or-justice-the-legal-tangle-behind-a-black-woman-s-six-year-
sentence-for-voter-fraud/ar-AATZtwH?ocid=msedgntp

Voting and the Criminal Justice System

Locked Out 2022: Estimates of People Denied Voting Rights. Uggen et al. The Sentencing Project. 10/25/2023.
http://www.sentencingproject.org/issues/felony-disenfranchisement/

State Voting Laws & Policies for People with Felony Convictions. Brittanica/Pro-Con. 8/1/2022. [map and chart]
http://felonvoting.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourcelD=000286

Millions Raised to Pay off Debts so Floridians with Criminal Records Can Vote. Coleman. 9/23/2020
https://www.route-fifty.com/public-safety/2020/09/florida-criminal-records-voting-fundraising/168716/

Restoration of Voting Rights for Felons. National Conference of State Legislators. 1/8/21.
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/felon-voting-rights.aspx

FAQ on Felons’ Voting Rights in Oregon
https://multco.us/elections/fag%E2%80%99s-felon%E2%80%99s-voting-rights-oregon

SB 579. Bill in Oregon Legislature, 2023, to allow incarcerated citizens to vote.
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB579

Voter Fraud

In Their Own Words: Officials Refuting False Claims of Voter Fraud 4/2017
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/their-own-words-officials-refuting-false-claims-voter-fraud
Myth of Voter Fraud. A section on the Brennan Center site.

https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/voter-fraud

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick's $1M voter fraud bounty backfires after tip leads to Republican conviction. Ariana Garcia.
Oct. 21, 2021.

https://www.chron.com/politics/article/Dan-Patrick-voter-fraud-bounty-backfires-16551132.php

Voter Suppression

GOP action on mail ballot timelines angers military families. Carr et al. AP. Jan, 2023
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/gop-action-on-mail-ballot-timelines-angers-military-families/ar-
AA16m0O2S?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=d9c76b4b05c941df892fb0e980420231

Woman Jailed for Collecting 4 Ballots in Arizona Sparks Fear of Voting in Majority Latino City. Lerner. Feb 8, 2023.
https://www.typeinvestigations.org/investigation/2023/02/08/woman-jailed-for-collecting-4-ballots-in-arizona-sparks-fear-
of-voting-in-majority-latino-city/

Third Party Ballot Collection Policies

https://www.lgbtmap.org/democracy-maps/ballot_collection policies

Third-Party Ballot Collection Explained Democracy Docket Accessed: September 14, 2020
https://www.democracydocket.com/analysis/third-party-ballot-collection-explained/

Why are Americans OK with voter suppression? We asked more than 1,200 voters—and they failed to appreciate
the impact of restrictions on their own turnout. Tomaino et al. Fortune. 11/8/2022.
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/opinion/why-are-americans-ok-with-voter-suppression-we-asked-more-than-1-200-
voters-and-they-failed-to-appreciate-the-impact-of-restrictions-on-their-own-turnout/ar-
AA13RWPg~?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=ce42260a9df8418285846db31f8claa9

Election Security and Threats to Election Process

Republicans who deny 2020 election results lead key oversight committees. Levy and Cooper. NPR/AP 1/28/2023.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/republicans-who-deny-2020-election-results-lead-key-oversight-committees
ELECTION CYBERSECURITY TOOLKIT. CISA. [Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency.]

Aug. 2022 https://www.cisa.gov/news/2022/08/10/cisa-releases-toolkit-free-cybersecurity-resources-election-community
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https://www.cisa.gov/news/2022/08/10/cisa-releases-toolkit-free-cybersecurity-resources-election-community
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Election Security Funding: Cost Estimates Breakdown. Brennan Center. 8/15/2019
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/what-does-election-security-cost

Senator Ron Wyden Mar 2018 Senate Hearing on election security
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IX[YNLJ9yYyAM

Threats to Election Officials and Actions to Protect Them

Estimated Costs for Protecting Election Workers from Threats of Physical Violence.

Tisler and Norden. Brennan Center. May 3, 2022.
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/estimated-costs-protecting-election-workers-threats-physical-
violence

Local Election Officials Survey The Brennan Center for Justice:. March, 2022.
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/local-election-officials-survey-march-2022

Election Officials Legal Defense Network

https://eoldn.org/

A Texas county's entire elections board resigned after being stalked and getting threats over the 2020 election
Katie Anthony. Business Insider. Aug 17, 2022
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/a-texas-county-s-entire-elections-board-resigned-after-being-stalked-and-getting-
threats-over-the-2020-¢election/ar-
AA10Ma9h?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=7289baabd63643888eba57b23812e8fattimage=AA10L

Elections officials in Arizona county leave positions under criticism and threats from Trump supporters
Associated Press. Jul 16, 2022
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/elections-officials-in-arizona-county-leave-positions-under-criticism-and-threats-
from-trump-supporters/ar-AAZEzIH?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=5424cf733a7b491c8elabb2327930540

Why many election workers quit and how it may affect voting. PBS Newshour. 11/02/2021. 9 minutes.
https://www.pbs.org/video/democracy-in-crisis-1635889282/

Death Threats Are Creating a Mass Exodus of Election Officials. Madeleine May, October 21, 2021.
https://www.vice.com/en/article/pkpez7/election-officials-receiving-death-threats-causing-mass-exodus

Elections Officials Are Still Receiving Death Threats and Harassment About the 2020 Election. They’re Asking
Congress For Help. Queram.10/28/2021.
https://www.route-fifty.com/management/2021/10/elections-officials-congress-help-harassment/186461/

Senate Rules and Administration Committee Hearing on Threats Against Election Workers

10/26/2021 24:20-25:37 Republican Al Schmidt’s testimony — a Philadelphia City Commissioner who oversees elections.
https://www.c-span.org/video/?515600-1/senate-rules-administration-committee-hearing-threats-election-workers
Campaign of Fear: The Trump world’s assault on U.S. election workers. Reuters. 2021.

A series of investigative reports documenting more than 900 threatening or hostile messages aimed at election officials.
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/section/campaign-of-fear

Election officials feared the worst. Here's why baseless claims haven't fueled chaos. Bond et al. NPR. 11/14/22.
https://www.npr.org/2022/11/14/1136537352/2022-election-how-voting-went-misinformation

Election Deniers Lost Key Races for Federal and State Offices in the 2022 Midterm Elections

Center for American Progress. Nov 22, 2022
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/election-deniers-lost-key-races-for-federal-and-state-offices-in-the-2022-
midterm-elections/

Election deniers remain in office — and so does the threat to democracy, writer says. NPR. 1/1/2023.
https://www.npr.orq/2023/01/01/1146528797/election-deniers-remain-in-office-and-so-does-the-threat-to-democracy-writer-
say

Harassing election workers could lead to prison under Oregon bill. VanderHart (OPB) 2/15/2022. PASSED
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/02/15/harassing-election-workers-could-lead-to-prison-under-oregon-bill/?s=09

Maine passes law protecting poll workers facing increased threats since the 2020 election. PBS Newshour.
4/13/2022. https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/maine-passes-law-protecting-poll-workers-facing-increased-threats-since-
the-2020-election

Redistricting and Gerrymandering

What is Redistricting? Levitt. Loyola Law School http://redistricting.lls.edu/what.php

Fair Vote — Gerrymandering http://www.fairvote.org/gerrymandering#gerrymandering_key facts

Gerrymandering and Fair Representation. Brennan Center https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/gerrymandering-fair-
representation

Redistricting lawsuits could shape the 2024 battle for House control. Altimari. Roll Call. 1/30/2023
https://rollcall.com/2023/01/30/redistricting-lawsuits-could-shape-the-2024-battle-for-house-control/

2020 Redistricting Cycle Report: How Maps Were Challenged in Court. Democracy Docket. 1/30/2023.
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https://www.democracydocket.com/analysis/2020-redistricting-cycle-report-how-maps-were-challenged-in-court/
Redistricting Litigation Roundup. Brennan Center for Justice. 2/1/2023.
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/redistricting-litigation-roundup-0

People Not Politicians [Oregon’s campaign to have an independent redistricting commission]
https://www.peoplenotpoliticiansoregon.com/

People-Powered Fair Maps. League of Women Voters. “national redistricting program of the League of Women Voters
focused on creating fair political maps nationwide in all 50 states + D.C”
https://www.lwv.org/peoplepoweredfairmaps?utm_source=NationalChapter&utm medium=email&utm campaign=Septem
ber2021Highlights&utm id=9.30.21

A primer on gerrymandering and political polarization. Dews. Brookings Now. 7/6/ 2017
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brookings-now/2017/07/06/a-primer-on-gerrymandering-and-political-polarization/

How Does a Political Party Get Fewer Votes But Still Win Elections? Gerrymandering on Steroids. Riley. 5/13/2020
https://billmoyers.com/story/how-does-a-political-party-get-less-votes-but-still-win-elections-gerrymandering-on-steroids/
The tumultuous life of an independent redistricting commissioner. Vasilogambros et al. Pew. November 26, 2019.
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2019/11/26/the-tumultuous-life-of-an-independent-
redistricting-commissioner

The Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission Needs You! 4/24/2020.
https://www.hfcc.edu/news/2020/michigan-independent-citizens-redistricting-commission-needs-you

Running for Office / Women Running for Office
Center for American Women in Politics. http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/
Women Elected Officials. https://cawpdata.rutgers.edu/

Proportional Representation

Proportional Representation Voting Systems
https://fairvote.org/archives/proportional-representation-voting-systems/

Announcing Proportional Representation Oregon
https://theoregonway.substack.com/p/announcing-proportional-representation?justPublished=true
Proportional Representation Oregon

http://proregon.org/

How to fix democracy: Move beyond the two-party system, experts say

Author: Ingraham, Christopher Publication info: The Washington Post. Mar 1, 2021.

Campaign Finance and Public Financing of Campaigns

Billionaires Are Spending 39 Times More on Federal Elections Since Citizens United Supreme Court Decision In
2010. Americans for Tax Fairness. Jan, 2022.
https://americansfortaxfairness.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-01-21-Billionaire-Campaign-Contributions-Citizens-United-
Anniversary-1.pdf

Oakland just passed a bill to give residents $100 to donate to local campaigns. Here’s why it matters. Visram. Fast
Company Magazine. 11/11/2022.
https://www.fastcompany.com/90809021/oakland-just-passed-a-bill-to-give-residents-100-to-donate-to-local-campaigns-
heres-why-it-matters

Money in Politics. League of Women Voters.

https://www.lwv.org/voting-rights/money-politics

Oregon Honest Elections Campaign [Oregon] Follow developments in campaign finance reform in Oregon.
https://www.honest-elections.com/

Campaign contribution limits - federal. Federal Election Commission. For federal office.
https://transition.fec.gov/info/contriblimitschart1718.pdf

Citizens United Opinion [Be sure to check out the dissenting opinion, too. Starts on page 88.]
https://www.citizen.org/wp-content/uploads/citizens-united-v-fec.pdf

Secret Spending in the States. Brennan Center. 2016. Shows the importance of state/local campaign finance laws!
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/analysis/Secret_Spending_in_the States.pdf

A 28" Amendment to Restore the American Promise [video] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6igoInTvgA

This was the video from which a five-minute segment is shown in the Citizen Activism workshop.

Questions about 527 and 501(c) 4 orgs.

https://www.opensecrets.org/outsidespending/fag.php

Chart of Disclosure Rules from the Campaign Legal Center [federal]
http://www.campaignlegalcenter.org/sites/default/files/CLC 501c_disclosure chart.pdf

Public Financing of Presidential Elections brochure
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http://www.fec.gov/pages/brochures/pubfund.shtml

Public Campaign Financing: Why It Matters. Brennan Center.
https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/reform-money-politics/public-campaign-financing

Here's a research guide from Harvard University on Campaigns and Elections.
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/campaigns_elections

Portland Open and Accountable Elections. Portland’s program to help support candidates for Mayor and Council.
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/oae/article/736089

Multnomah Votes! Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNPj72cdX9g Explains campaign finance rules for
Multnomah County, Oregon.

Campaign Finance Tracking

Oregon Campaign Finance Information - ORESTAR System Public Search
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/gotoPublicTransactionSearch.do

Washington State Campaign Finance Information. Public Disclosure Commission - Follow the Money.
https://www.pdc.wa.gov/

Center for Responsive Politics — Open Secrets All things federal $ in politics including “dark money” groups.
https://www.opensecrets.org/ Info on non-profits acting in the political realm

Money Line. Another approach to tracking campaign money. Federal level. http://pml.cq.com/

Misc
Lessons for Our Elections from the January 6 Hearings. Miller et al. Brennan Center for Justice. Dec 16, 2022
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/lessons-our-elections-january-6-hearings

Washington Post: Trump campaign commissioned research that failed to prove 2020 election fraud claims
By Kaanita lyer, Jamie Gangel and Zachary Cohen, CNN. February 11, 2023
https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/11/politics/trump-2020-election-fraud-researchers-wapo/index.html

Elections, Speech, and Political Disinformation. Discussion. Video. National Constitution Center. 3/10/2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jpmOLvnatl

A Democracy Crisis in the Making: How State Legislatures are Politicizing, Criminalizing, and Interfering with
Election Administration. United States Democracy Center, Protect Democracy and Law Forward. 6/10/2021.
https://statesuniteddemocracy.org/resources/democracy-crisis-in-the-making-how-state-leqislatures-are-politicizing-
criminalizing-and-interfering-with-elections/
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