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Additional Resources for Beyond Voting - What You Need to Know for the Midterms
September 2026
Court Cases related to the Executive Order
Two major cases. They have, effectively, been consolidated.
Trump v California et al 23 States Attorneys General
League of Women Voters Massachusetts et al v. Trump LWV plus other voting rights nonprofits
The latest as of 8/31/2026. A Temporary Restraining Order [TRO] was issued that stops the Executive Order from taking
effect for 14 days. On Sept 3 there will be a hearing on this.
TRO: https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mad.298449/gov.uscourts.mad.298449.218.0_1.pdf

General Resources

U.S. Constitution Article 1, Section 4 On what branches of government have authority for elections
https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution-conan/article-1/section-4/clause-1/congress-and-the-elections-clause

Claims of Noncitizen Registration or Voting: Analysis and Tracker

Center for Election Innovation and Research. July 2026
https://electioninnovation.org/research/claims-noncitizen-reqgistration-voting-analysis-
tracker/?fbclid=lwY2xjawTcVKNIeHRuUA2FIbQIxMQBzcnRiBmFwcF9pZBAyMjlwMzkxNzg4 MjAwODkyAAEeMWIYCNNnNr
n7KB1VrUNWFHWXH-KJ9fK8x3 e3ltiucrMT5Q1BZYul0fN2VVc aem VWeilQjf62TioGFeuyEsSw

Legal case information

Litigation Tracker: Legal Challenges to Trump Administration Actions

Just Security. Aug 7, 2026 [updates regularly]
https://www.justsecurity.org/107087/tracker-litigation-legal-challenges-trump-administration/
SCOTUS 2025 All Supreme Court cases from 2025 docket [ruling summer 2026]
https://www.scotusblog.com/cases/term/ot2025/

Case related to federal government trying to get voter roles

Judges Across the Nation Agree: The DOJ’s Legal Argument for Seizing Voter Rolls Does Not Hold Up
Himmelman. Talking Points Memo. 7/2/26
https://talkingpointsmemo.com/the-franchise/judges-across-the-nation-agree-the-dojs-legal-argument-for-seizing-voter-
rolls-does-not-hold-up?utm_source=brevo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Franchise%2023%207092026
Justice Department Has Demanded Voter Files from at Least 27 States Very good.

O’Connor. Brennan Center. Sept 15, 2025.
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/justice-department-has-demanded-voter-files-least-21-states
DOJ hits states with broad requests for voter rolls, election data

Washington Post. July 16, 2025

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/07/16/trump-voter-fraud-elections/

The Executive Order

Executive Order 14399 pertaining to a national voter database and restrictions on mail-in voting.

March 31, 2026.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/03/ensuring-citizenship-verification-and-integrity-in-federal-
elections/

Explainer: Executive Order on Mail-in Ballot Rules and Federal Voter Eligibility Lists

How the March 2026 Executive Order Would Restrict and Centralize Control of Mail-in Voting

Issue One. Apr 02, 2026
https://issueone.org/articles/explainer-executive-order-on-mail-in-ballot-rules-and-federal-voter-eligibility-lists/
Flaws in Government Tool to ID Noncitizen Voters

Robert Farley. Factcheck.org March 30, 2026
https://www.factcheck.org/2026/03/flaws-in-government-tool-to-id-noncitizen-voters/

What Is an Executive Order and How Does it Work?

ACLU. Feb 4, 2025. https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/what-is-an-executive-order-and-how-does-it-work
What Is an Executive Order? American Bar Association. Feb 2, 2026.
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public _education/publications/teaching-legal-docs/what-is-an-executive-order-/
Voting by mail: What journalists covering the 2026 U.S. midterm elections need to know

Denise-Marie Ordway. June 22, 2026

https://journalistsresource.org/politics-and-government/voting-by-mail/

Court Cases related to the Executive Order

Two major cases. They have, effectively, been consolidated.
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Trump v California et al 23 States Attorneys General

League of Women Voters Massachusetts et al v. Trump LWV plus other voting rights nonprofits

As of 8/31/2026 this is the latest. A Temporary Restraining Order [TRO] was issued that stop the Executive Order from
taking effect for 14 days. On Sept 3 there will be a hearing on this.

TRO: https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mad.298449/gov.uscourts.mad.298449.218.0_1.pdf

Judge Talwani’s Most Recent Order on Voting by Mail

It's Long, It's Complicated, And It's Definitely Worth Your Time. Joyce Vance Aug 28, 2026
https://joycevance.substack.com/p/judge-talwanis-most-recent-order

In Temporarily Blocking the USPS Mail Ballot Rule, Federal Court Recognized the Timing Games that the US DOJ
Tried to Play to Sneak the USPS Vote Suppression Rule Through the Courts; Will the Supreme Court Agree?
Hasan Election Law Blog August 27, 2026, 7:40 pm
https://electionlawblog.org/2026/in-temporarily-blocking-the-usps-mail-ballot-rule-federal-court-recognized-the-timing-
games-that-the-us-doj-tried-to-play-to-sneak-the-usps-vote-suppression-rule-through-the-courts-will-the-supreme/
Rayfield Joins New Attempt to Block Trump’s Postal Service Takeover of Oregon Vote-By-Mail

‘We’re not going to let Donald Trump dictate who gets to vote.’

Garrett Andrews. Willamette Week. August 26, 2026
https://www.wweek.com/news/2026/08/26/rayfield-joins-new-attempt-to-block-trumps-postal-service-takeover-of-oregon-vote-by-
mail/?fbclid=IwY2xjawT8VNVwWZGImBWV4dG4DYWVIAIEWAGJyaWQRMXhtM3FFbnI3UHIwWTDQzZkFzcnRiBmFwcF9pZBAyMjlwMzk
xNzg4MjAWODKyAAEezC5eG81x54R-SS0kxUwtKO DI-sVIcIKPSNR4pEegHkajRL2folPgKwR1yw _aem EX4WA5q3ClJoSinRSqUgfg

President Trump’s overall effort to undermine the midterms
The Final Battle for America's Democracy. Judge J. Michael Luttig. Substack. Aug 16, 2026
https://judgeluttig327269.substack.com/p/the-final-battle-for-americas-democracy
Inside Trump’s Effort to “Take Over” the Midterm Elections
by Doug Bock Clark and Jen Fifield. ProPublica. April 13, 2026
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-midterm-elections-
takeover?fbclid=IwY2xjawRKDDJIeHRuA2F IbQIxMQBzcnRiBmFwcF9pZBAyMjlwMzkxNzg4MjAwODKyAAEesgbggkROh
UabS8S1eZr 0akSKePb48fl07ngTh5cPo-coWHSIBNGYTKIBP4 aem MykMk7kx3Urg HBM5QYrsw
Donald Trump Already Knows the 2026 Election Is “Rigged”
Susan B. Glasser. New Yorker. February 5, 2026
https://www.newyorker.com/news/letter-from-trumps-washington/donald-trump-already-knows-the-2026-election-is-
rigged#intcid= the-new-yorker-article-bottom-recirc fe1cc41b-bc1d-4b6e-bc61-1b8be6f1363a roberta-similarity1
Project 2026: Trump’s Plan to Rig the Next Election
Ari Berman. Mother Jones. September-October 2025 Issue
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/09/donald-trump-plan-to-rig-2026-midterm-elections-voter-suppression-
gerrymandering-certification/
Trump’s Stunning Power Grab on Elections: Guest Essay
Gellman, Barton New York Times. Aug 24, 2025
One Person Who Should Not Be in Charge of Elections: [Op-Ed]
Hasen, Richard New York Times. Aug 22, 2025

Trump claims Executive Department authority over elections:
Trump says states are agents of federal government in elections
Judd. CNN. Feb 3, 2026.https://www.cnn.com/2026/02/03/politics/trump-nationalize-elections-states

Specific efforts to interfere with elections:
Evisceration of federal agencies which had been helpful to elections
CISA staff focused on disinformation and influence operations put on leave
DiMolfetta, Nextgov/FCW. Feb 12, 2025.
https://www.nextgov.com/people/2025/02/cisa-staff-focused-disinformation-and-influence-operations-put-leave/402958/
Pam Bondi ends FBI effort to combat foreign influence in U.S. politics
Dilanian. NBC News. Feb 6, 2025.
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/bondi-ends-fbi-effort-combat-foreign-influence-us-politics-rcna191012
Election officials grapple with a brain drain as threats rise
Howard. Politico. 2/3/2026
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/03/election-officials-threat-midterms-00761210
Reports on election officials leaving and on threats to election officials:
Turning the Tide on Turnover
Chin et al. Issue One. 2/3/2026.
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https://issueone.org/articles/turning-the-tide-on-turnover/

The Justice Department Is Shirking Its Responsibility to Voters

Feliz. Brennan Center for Justice. June 10, 2025.
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/justice-department-shirking-its-responsibility-voters

Installing election deniers into the federal government

Where Trump Has Installed Election Deniers in the Government

Feuer, Alan et al. New York Times. March 29, 2026.

The Election Deniers Are in Charge Now

Hanna Rosin. Radio Atlantic. July 16, 2026 [Podcast]
https://www.theatlantic.com/podcasts/2026/07/they-think-2020-was-rigged-now-theyre-in-charge/687923/

Trump Purged About 75 People Charged with Safeguarding Elections and Replaced Some With 2020 Deniers:
Report

David Gilmour. Mediaite. Mon, April 13, 2026
https://www.mediaite.com/media/news/trump-purged-about-75-people-charged-with-safeguarding-elections-and-replaced-
some-with-2020-deniers-report/

Trump Empowers Election Deniers, Still Fixated on 2020 Grievances

Berzon and Corasaniti. New York Times. Oct 22, 2025

Trump Is Putting Election Deniers in Charge of Elections

Bidgood et al. New York Times Oct 24, 2025

SAVE Act [SAVE America Act, MEGA Act]

Six Things to Know About the SAVE America Act

Bipartisan Policy Center. July 17, 2026 https://bipartisanpolicy.org/article/five-things-to-know-about-the-save-act/

Sen. Thom Tillis (R-NC) Critiques the Plausibility of Inplementing the SAVE Act by 2026 Midterms

July 16, 2026 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWRrbOM-LW4

State-by-State In-Person Voter ID Changes Required Under the SAVE America Act

Institute for Responsive Government. July 15, 2026.
https://responsivegov.org/research/voter-id-changes-required-under-the-save-america/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/article/five-things-to-know-about-the-save-act/

What's So Bad About Voter ID Laws?

LWV. May 23, 2023. https://www.lwv.org/blog/whats-so-bad-about-voter-id-laws

New SAVE Act Bills Would Still Block Millions of Americans from Voting

Becker and Bacskai. Brennan Center for Justice. April 19, 2026.
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/new-save-act-bills-would-still-block-millions-americans-
voting?ms=gad democracy%20voting%20rights 796358646679 8628877148 195981238754&qgad source=1&gad cam
paignid=8628877148&gbraid=0AAAAAC8kUVIgM6 d9FBJMIZNdLYgMsmdd&gclid=CjwKCAjw7KvTBhAGEiwAWnNutYdXX
xE8ilKiybPyt2lIKdrDaEfBgVoYj7AeiCVawimfE3HSUIK6SMBoCZpgQAvD BwE

Explainer: SAVE, SAVE America and MEGA Acts

Issue One. Pirrone and McNulty. Feb 27, 2026.
https://issueone.org/articles/explainer-save-save-america-and-mega-acts/

Related to federal government attempting to get state voter rolls /bBlocking the SAVE database [Different than the
SAVE Act, it was to be a federal database that would be used by feds to decide who would be allowed to vote]
Tracker of Justice Department Requests for Voter Information

O’Connor et al. Brennan Center for Justice. Aug 6, 2026
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/tracker-justice-department-requests-voter-information

LWV v DHS. [US DC district court] June 22, 2026

U.S. District Judge Sparkle Sooknanan blocked further use of the tool, Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements, or
SAVE, ruling that the system’s expansion violated data privacy laws and risked disenfranchising eligible voters.
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/show public_doc?2025¢cv3501-111

A federal judge finds a Trump data system to verify voters is unlawful

Joffe-Block. NPR. June 22, 2026 https://www.npr.org/2026/06/22/nx-s1-58667 19/save-voter-data-trump-judge-unlawful
“Not Ready for Prime Time.” A Federal Tool to Check Voter Citizenship Keeps Making Mistakes.

Jen Fifield, ProPublica, and Zach Despart, ProPublica and The Texas Tribune

ProPublica co-published with The Texas Tribune. February 13, 2026,
https://www.propublica.org/article/save-voter-citizenship-tool-mistakes-confusion

Related to federal government seizure of Fulton County, GA, ballots
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Election expert testifies FBI's evidence in Fulton County ballot case 'doesn’'t make sense'

Timm and Gile. NBC News. March 27, 2026.
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/election-expert-testifies-fbi-evidence-fulton-county-ballot-case-rcna265480
FBI's Search of Georgia Election Center Is “Dangerous,” Experts Warn

Clark and Fifield. ProPublica. 1/29/26.
https://www.propublica.org/article/fbi-fulton-county-voting-records-search-warrant?fbclid=IwY2xjawP-
AiRIeEHRUA2FIbQIXMABicmIkETJ1N|BzSUJXY044cHIDQzlhc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMijlyMDM5MTc40DIwMDg5MgABHINL
7ag90fD557CKmlatCK1ZIRKGW h81yiGHOiIJW10Ce43zU61z3QxC0bpX_aem awP5Kmn8rhuPlk77gudJNYw

FBI searches Fulton County elections office as it investigates alleged voter fraud

Perez et al. CNN. Jan 28, 2026. https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/28/politics/fulton-county-election-office-fbi-warrant

FBI raids Atlanta-area elections office amid Trump’s push to relitigate 2020 election

Wendler. Politico. 1/28/26 https://www.politico.com/news/2026/01/28/fbi-raid-georgia-elections-trump-2020-00753249

On threats to seize voting machines

Trump directly involved in plans to seize voting machines - reports

Reuters. Feb 2, 2022.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-directly-involved-plans-seize-voting-machines-reports-2022-02-01/

Sending federal agents to the cities during the midterms

Detroit responds to DOJ sending election monitors to three blue Michigan cities

Story by Josh Kovensky. TPM. 7/7/26
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/read-detroit-responds-to-doj-sending-election-monitors-to-three-blue-michigan-
cities/ar-AA27qgCM?ocid=msedgntp&pc=DCTS&cvid=6a4da0aa17914573a071f9dd2d62a037&ei=15

On Using Emergency Powers to interfere with an election

No, INS v. Chadha Does Not Give Trump the Right to Declare a National Emergency and Impose Election Rules
Like Voter ID Requirements, Nor Does Trump Have the Power to Take Over Elections with Any Declaration.
Period. Rick Hasen. Election Law Blog. August 11, 2026
https://electionlawblog.org/2026/no-ins-v-chadha-does-not-give-trump-the-right-to-declare-a-national-emergency-and-
impose-election-rules-like-voter-id-requirements-nor-does-trump-have-the-power-to-take-over-elections-with-any-decl/
The Trump Administration Has No Legal Authority to Invoke National Security and Take Over Elections

Hananel et al. Center for American Progress. Mar 3, 2026
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-trump-administration-has-no-legal-authority-to-invoke-national-security-and-
take-over-elections/

DOJ threats to go after election officials and poll workers

Department of Justice warns election officials they could be criminally charged over noncitizen voters
Secretary Read Pushes Back on DHS Secretary Mullin’s Newest Threats Against Election Workers

Oregon Secretary of State’s Office. July 17, 2026.
https://apps.oregon.gov/oregon-newsroom/OR/SOS/Posts/Post/secretary-read-pushes-back-on-dhs-secretary-mullin-
newest-threats-against-election-workers

Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin threatens states over elections

Shabad. NBC News. July 17, 2026
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/homeland-security-secretary-markwayne-mullin-threatens-states-election-
rcnas88002

Department of Justice warns election officials they could be criminally charged over noncitizen voters
Jessica Huseman. Votebeat. July 7, 2026
https://www.votebeat.org/national/2026/07/07/trump-department-justice-letter-noncitizens-voter-rolls-election-officials/
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More than 1.2 million Texas voters are on suspense list. Are you?

Brandi D. Addison. USA TODAY NETWORK. Aug. 28, 2026,
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/state/texas/2026/08/28/texas-voter-registration-suspense-list/91506855007/
Texas voter suspense list hits 1.2 million. Here’s what to do if you’re on it

Sarah Bahari, Staff Writer Dallas News. Aug 10, 2026
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/elections/article/texas-voter-suspense-list-hits-1-2-million-22381876.php
Wyoming Governor Objects to ‘Very Odd’ D.O.J. Election Monitoring

Balk, Tim. New York Times. Aug 28, 2026.

Copyright Donna L Cohen Civics for Adults  http://www.civicthinker.info Free to copy with attribution for non-profit use. Sept 2026



http://www.civicthinker.info/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/election-expert-testifies-fbi-evidence-fulton-county-ballot-case-rcna265480
https://www.propublica.org/article/fbi-fulton-county-voting-records-search-warrant?fbclid=IwY2xjawP-AiRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETJ1NjBzSUJXY044cHlDQzlhc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHiNL7ag9ofD557CKmIatCK1ZlRkGW_h81yiGHOiJW1OCe43zU61z3QxC0bpX_aem_awP5Kmn8rhuPIk77guJNYw
https://www.propublica.org/article/fbi-fulton-county-voting-records-search-warrant?fbclid=IwY2xjawP-AiRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETJ1NjBzSUJXY044cHlDQzlhc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHiNL7ag9ofD557CKmIatCK1ZlRkGW_h81yiGHOiJW1OCe43zU61z3QxC0bpX_aem_awP5Kmn8rhuPIk77guJNYw
https://www.propublica.org/article/fbi-fulton-county-voting-records-search-warrant?fbclid=IwY2xjawP-AiRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETJ1NjBzSUJXY044cHlDQzlhc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHiNL7ag9ofD557CKmIatCK1ZlRkGW_h81yiGHOiJW1OCe43zU61z3QxC0bpX_aem_awP5Kmn8rhuPIk77guJNYw
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/28/politics/fulton-county-election-office-fbi-warrant
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/01/28/fbi-raid-georgia-elections-trump-2020-00753249
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-directly-involved-plans-seize-voting-machines-reports-2022-02-01/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/read-detroit-responds-to-doj-sending-election-monitors-to-three-blue-michigan-cities/ar-AA27qqCM?ocid=msedgntp&pc=DCTS&cvid=6a4da0aa17914573a071f9dd2d62a037&ei=15
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/read-detroit-responds-to-doj-sending-election-monitors-to-three-blue-michigan-cities/ar-AA27qqCM?ocid=msedgntp&pc=DCTS&cvid=6a4da0aa17914573a071f9dd2d62a037&ei=15
https://electionlawblog.org/2026/no-ins-v-chadha-does-not-give-trump-the-right-to-declare-a-national-emergency-and-impose-election-rules-like-voter-id-requirements-nor-does-trump-have-the-power-to-take-over-elections-with-any-decl/
https://electionlawblog.org/2026/no-ins-v-chadha-does-not-give-trump-the-right-to-declare-a-national-emergency-and-impose-election-rules-like-voter-id-requirements-nor-does-trump-have-the-power-to-take-over-elections-with-any-decl/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-trump-administration-has-no-legal-authority-to-invoke-national-security-and-take-over-elections/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-trump-administration-has-no-legal-authority-to-invoke-national-security-and-take-over-elections/
https://apps.oregon.gov/oregon-newsroom/OR/SOS/Posts/Post/secretary-read-pushes-back-on-dhs-secretary-mullin-newest-threats-against-election-workers
https://apps.oregon.gov/oregon-newsroom/OR/SOS/Posts/Post/secretary-read-pushes-back-on-dhs-secretary-mullin-newest-threats-against-election-workers
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/homeland-security-secretary-markwayne-mullin-threatens-states-election-rcna588002
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/homeland-security-secretary-markwayne-mullin-threatens-states-election-rcna588002
https://www.votebeat.org/national/2026/07/07/trump-department-justice-letter-noncitizens-voter-rolls-election-officials/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/state/texas/2026/08/28/texas-voter-registration-suspense-list/91506855007/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/elections/article/texas-voter-suspense-list-hits-1-2-million-22381876.php

