
VILLAGE OF PEMBERVILLE 
COUNCIL MEETING 

March 17, 2026 
 
Mayor Bailey opened March 17, 2026, Council meeting at 7:00pm with a prayer and the pledge of allegiance.  
 
Roll Call: Present at the scheduled meeting of the Council were Wozniak, Bohland, Boyer, Rahe, Rollins. Others 
present were Sargeant Kwapich, Law Director Kent Murphree, Eric Campbell, Marcia Cousino, Kim Long, 
Christina Yaniga, and the Fiscal Officer.  
 
Minutes: Rollins moved, and Bohland seconded to approve the minutes of the March 3, 2026, meeting. Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Rahe moved, and Bohland seconded to approve the bills in the amount of $3,822.36 
Motion passed unanimously. (attached) 
 
Bank Reconciliation: Rahe moved and Bohland seconded to approve the January 2026 bank reconciliation as 
presented. Motion passed unanimously. (attached) 
Rahe moved and Rollins seconded to approve the February 2026 bank reconciliation as presented. Motion 
passed unanimously. (attached) 
 
Mayor briefly deviated from the agenda to introduce the Village’s new Solicitor Kent Murphree. 
 
RESOLUTION 800: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE VILLAGE OF PEMBERVILLE TO 
APPLY FOR, ACCEPT, AND ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE DOWNTOWN BUSINESS ALLEY WATERLINE REPLACEMENT BETWEEN CEDAR STREET AND PINE 
STREET, BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF PEMBERVILLE AND THE OHIO WATER DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 2nd READING 
 
RESOLUTION 801: A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH ENGINE BRAKE RESTRICTION. 1ST READING 
(attached) 
Mayor stated that ODOT requested the Resolution and once passed they will install the signs.  
 

RESOLUTION 802: CONTRACT TO FURNISH EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BETWEEN WOOD COUNTY, 
OHIO AND THE VILLAGE OF PEMBERVILLE. 1ST READING (attached) 
 
ORDINANCE 1707: ORDINANCE TO MAKE PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES 
AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE VILLAGE OF PEMBERVILLE, STATE OF OHIO, DURING THE 
FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2026. 2nd READING  
Wozniak moved and Rahe seconded to suspend the rules. Motion passed unanimously. 
Rahe moved and Wozniak seconded to approve Ordinance 1707. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

ORDINANCE 1708: AN ORDINANCE APPROVING, ADOPTING AND ENACTING AMERICAN LEGAL 
PUBLISHING’S OHIO BASIC CODE, 2026 EDITION, AS THE CODE OR ORDINANCE FOR THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF PEMBERVILLE, OHIO. 2nd READING 
 
ORDINANCE 1709: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 WAGE ORDINANCE NUMBER 1699, SECTION 
7, CONCERNING VILLAGE PART-TIME POLICE OFFICERS, AND SECTION 9 AND SECTION 10, 
CONCERNING VILLAGE FULL-TIME STREETS, LANDS, AND BUILDINGS SUPERINTENDENT AND PART-
TIME ASSOCIATE. 1ST READING (attached) 
Rahe moved and Rollins seconded to suspend the rules. Motion passed unanimously. 
Rahe moved and Boyer seconded to approve Ordinance 1709. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Police Activity Report: Report provided. (attached)  
 
Mayor:  
The Mayor reported that the Personnel Committee has completed its review of the Solicitor contract and has 
provided the contract details to Mr. Murphree. During the discussion, Rahe inquired about including a 90-day 
separation agreement within the contract. Mr. Murphree responded, expressing that he has no objections to the 
inclusion of a 90-day clause. He assured the Council that he would never leave a client without representation 
while they seek a replacement, thereby addressing any concerns about continuity of legal services. 



 
The Mayor informed Council that the Deputy Fiscal Officer will retire at the end of May, which presents a timely 
challenge for the Council regarding the future of income tax collection within the Village. Council must decide 
whether to maintain in-house tax collection and hire a replacement, or to transition to the Regional Income Tax 
Agency (RITA). The Mayor explained that switching to RITA would result in current savings of approximately 
$47,000. Additionally, RITA has the capability to identify and collect between 3% and 10% of taxes that may 
have been missed with in-house collections. Most villages report recovering between 5% and 8% of missed 
taxes, resulting in an average of $25,000 to $50,000 in additional revenue. Factoring in both the savings and the 
increased collections, the Village could realize an estimated $75,000 to $100,000 in additional funds. 
The Mayor stated her intention is to bring a Resolution to the next meeting for the Council to consider accepting 
the Agreement for Participation in a Regional Council of Governments. She also expressed interest in gauging 
the Council's opinions regarding the RITA proposal. When the Fiscal Officer called the roll, three Council 
members were in favor, one was in favor with additional questions, and one remained undecided. 
 
The Mayor announced that she has received the Village engineer’s contract for 2026 and requested Council’s 
permission to sign it. The contract terms remain unchanged from the previous year, with an hourly rate of $126. 
Rahe moved and Rollins seconded the motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the contract with Steve Darmofal 
of TD Engineering for one year. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Council Reports:  
Wozniak:  
Planning Commission: Wozniak informed the Council that the Planning Commission is scheduled to meet 
tomorrow at 7:00 PM. He provided an update regarding his recent tour of the building located near the recycling 
bins. During the tour, Wozniak observed a substantial amount of equipment and supplies being stored in that 
facility. This observation has influenced his perspective, and he is now inclined to wanting to keep the Walnut 
Street garage instead of selling it.  
Wozniak also noted that the cost of heating the municipal building has reached $2,400. He raised the possibility 
of relocating the Village employees’ offices to the Walnut Street garage as a potential cost-saving measure.  
 

Rahe:  
150/250 Celebration: Rahe provided a detailed overview of the events organized by the committee for the 
upcoming 150/250 Celebration. She noted that several of these events require the use of the Shelter House and 
the pool, for planned activities such as movie night. In order to support the celebration and facilitate community 
participation, Rahe formally requested that Council consider waiving the rental fees typically associated with the 
Shelter House and pool for these events. She proposed that the committee would assume responsibility for 
covering the cost of lifeguards needed during movie night as a condition for waiving these fees. Following Rahe's 
motion, which was seconded by Wozniak, the Council voted unanimously in favor of waiving the rental fees for 
the Shelter House and pool, with the 150/250 committee committed to paying for lifeguards on duty during the 
movie night.  
 
Safety Committee: Rahe provided an in-depth explanation regarding the application process for establishing a 
Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA) within the Village. She distributed copies of the DORA 
application along with a map that clearly outlined the proposed boundaries. Rahe also highlighted the specific 
timeframe during which DORA would be in effect and presented an ongoing timeline for the process, which will 
include the scheduling of public hearings to ensure community input. 
Rahe requested the Council's approval to move forward with the DORA application and to authorize the 
publication of a public hearing notice. She explained that the hearing notice would be published in the Sentinel 
Tribune and posted at the three usual locations throughout the town. Additionally, Rahe intends to include the 
notice in the Metro Press to ensure that all residents in the village would receive information about the upcoming 
hearing. 
During the discussion, Wozniak raised a concern about approving the application prior to ensuring that every 
resident was notified. He suggested waiting to act until the utility bills were sent out, as this would guarantee that 
all residents would be made aware of the DORA proposal. In response, Rahe reiterated that the public notice 
would not only be published in the newspaper and posted publicly, but also distributed via the Metro Press, which 
is delivered to every household in the village. 
Following the discussion, Rahe made a motion to approve the DORA application, which was seconded by 
Rollins. The motion was passed by a vote of three to two, with the following results: Rahe—yes; Rollins—yes; 
Wozniak—no; Bohland—yes; Boyer—abstain.  



After the vote, Rahe asked Wozniak and Boyer if they were will to share their reasons behind their respective 
decisions. Wozniak stated that he preferred to gather input from the public before moving forward. Boyer 
explained that her decision to abstain was based on personal preference.  
 
Kirkbride: Absent 

Finance Committee:  
 
Tree Committee:  
 
Pemberville Union Cemetery:  
 
Boyer:  
Streets, Sidewalks, Land & Buildings: Boyer reported that the committee recently met and discussed the Walnut 
St. garage in detail. The conversation focused on evaluating the advantages and disadvantages associated with 
the garage. Boyer emphasized that the committee is committed to thoroughly exploring all practical options 
before making any final decisions or recommendations concerning the garage. 
 

Boyer stated that Gene Steele presented a new brand of cold patch material for pothole repairs, notable for its 
stable shelf life. This product could be used as needed to address pothole issues throughout the Village. 
 

Boyer also mentioned ongoing efforts to communicate with the Forester regarding Kahler Woods. At the time of 
the meeting, she had not yet received a response. 
 

BPA:  
Water: Boyer shared that the BPA discussed the necessity of constructing two wells in the woods to meet the 
needs of Hirzel’s. She noted that if the Village is unable to assist with this project, Hirzel may be forced to relocate 
work, which could cost more in the long run. The estimated cost for each well is approximately $80,000, with a 
total projected expense of $225,000 for both wells. Hirzel has offered financial options to help the Village 
complete the project due to its urgency. 
 
Sewer: Boyer stated a consultant is scheduled to visit the Sewer plant on April 13th to review the screenings 
process. Boyer invited Council members to attend this demonstration, explaining that observing the process 
firsthand will provide greater insight into its function and significance. 
 
Bohland:  
Park & Recreation: Bohland announced that the next Park & Recreation Committee meeting is scheduled for 
next Monday at 5:30pm. Park & Recreation Committee Report 
 
Project Updates: Bohland reported that a work order has been submitted for the maintenance of the gaga pit. 
Additionally, the committee has posted job openings for lifeguards for the upcoming season. Bohland also 
mentioned that the committee is currently reviewing the Buckeye Trail, which may involve future enhancements 
or activities related to the trail. 
 
Eric Campbell:  
Campbell shared that there are no significant updates at this time. He indicated that new homes continue to be 
constructed within the Pember Grove, reflecting ongoing development. In addition, Campbell reported that he is 
actively working with several residents regarding sidewalk matters in Pemberville, addressing concerns and 
collaborating on improvements as needed.  
 
Rollins:  
Rollins moved and Wozniak seconded to go into executive session to discuss the hiring of a public official. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 

Entered executive session at 7:58pm.  
Council resumed the regular council meeting at 8:12pm.  
Rollins moved and Bohland seconded to hire Thomas Dauer as the new Street Superintendent. Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Guests:  
 
Mayor Bailey adjourned the meeting at 8:24 P.M. 
 
*Audio recording of the meetings is available upon Public Records request.  
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