

         Blakelaw and North Fenham Community Council

Meeting held at:

Moorland House

Blakelaw 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE5 3RY
Tel:  07588154441
      E-mail: bnfcc@outlook.com
      Chairperson of Council: John Wears 



      Clerk to the Council: Helen Richardson
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

DATE HELD: Thursday 9th November 2023 
TIME:   6.30 pm  
Present: 
Councillors: Cllrs John Wears (Chair), Jimmy Gill (Vice Chair), Deborah Wears(DW), Ann Keenan(AK) and Debbie Playford(DP)
In Attendance:
Helen Richardson(HR) – Clerk to the Community Council (minutes)
Maureen Kelly – Resident 

Kathy Smith – Resident

Jean McCartney – Resident 

Phil Steele – EPIC

Shiva Martha – EPIC

Violet Rooke – Community Councillor (via Zoom)

82/23. Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence received.
83/23. Declaration of Interests

· John Wears – Director of Learning for All
· Debbie Playford – Chair of Blakelaw Flats TARA
In a change to the agenda the community council received a presentation from Empowering People in the Community (EPIC).
EPIC are a new initiative formed by the Police and Crime Commissioner from a Safer Living Project budget of 1.5 million.  The team consisted of 5 lead officers and 5 EPIC officers covering quite a large area.  They confirmed that the new Community Safety Support Officer was Sean Bisset and Darin Maudlin had now moved to another area. 
There are 2 officers allocated to Kenton, Blakelaw and Cowgate and their role is to liaise with residents, and tackle low level antisocial behaviour ie fly tipping, littering, dog fouling, youth disorder etc.  The EPIC team had played a key role in the run up to bonfire night reporting large fly tips that could have been used for burning on bonfires.  They reported Cowgate as being a particular hotspot for this.

The team had undertaken a walkaround with Ward Councillor Juna Sathian.  The community council did express concerns that prior to a photograph being posted on Facebook they had been unaware of the project nor had they been aware of any consultation – it was felt that for the project to be a success residents needed to be involved and know who and what the purpose of EPIC were.
The team had identified the 3 blocks of flats as a hot spot for ASB and were working with the police and neighbourhood wardens to tackle this issue.

The team confirmed that they did not have enforcement powers but were there to share intelligence and be the eyes and ears on the ground.

The community council raised a number of issues including the parking at the community centre (gym), the parking at Hilton School, the concerns raised by residents around drug use in the area and the lack of engagement from the Police.
The community council thanked the team from EPIC and advised that they would be invited to the meetings of the community council if they were able to attend to provide an update.
84/23. Grant Applications 

Community Councillor Debbie Playford declared an interest in this agenda item and left the room at 7.13pm.

Jean McCartney(JM), Treasurer for the Blakelaw Flats TARA presented the grant funding application on behalf of the TARA.  JM confirmed that the TARA were looking for £400 to provide a Christmas lunch and a small gift to residents who lived within the 3 blocks of flats.
All residents within the 3 blocks of flats had been invited and had been given till the 19th November to confirm their attendance.  Attendance was usually around 25 residents attending the community room but a number of other residents would request their lunch be taken to their own flats.  JM advised that they had seen a lot of new faces attending over the last few years and it was hoped they would see more this year.
The community council confirmed that they had supported the Christmas lunch for a number of years and felt this should continue.  

The community council agreed to fund the Flats TARA Christmas lunch in the sum of £400.

Community Councillor Debbie Playford rejoined the meeting at 19.20pm

The Clerk advised the community council that she had spoken to the Head Teachers at both Thomas Walling and Hilton Primary Schools who had been overjoyed to accept the offer of Christmas trees again this year.

The community council agreed that they would fund the trees for both schools.
85/23.
Minutes of Previous Meetings and Matters Arising 
The minutes of the meetings held on the 12th October 2023 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  The Chair confirmed that most items would be covered as updates throughout the meeting.

86/23.
Police Update  

The Police were not in attendance.
All community councillors advised of ongoing issues that despite varying levels of reporting it was felt that the Police were not responding or being supportive to the area.  This was leading to residents not reporting as they felt it was a pointless exercise.

87/23.
Community Councillor Update  
There was no update outside of what was already on the agenda.
88/23. Blakelaw Ward Councillors Update   

Ward councillors were not in attendance 

89/23.
Sub Groups Update 
Community Engagement/Environmental Group

The Clerk updated community councillors regarding the up and coming York community coach trip.
The Chair updated the community council on the Halloween Tuesday Trailblazer session which had been a huge success and provided an update on the planning of the Christmas market and fair.
The Chair had met with Jos from Equal Arts and discussed responsibilities of those involved.  The Chair will provide an update on this in the very near future.

The Facebook page was growing slowly but it was growing and the Clerk asked that people shared information as much as they could to raise awareness.  The A5 newsletter/flyer had been a success and consideration should be given to doing more at this size going forward.
90/23. Financial Matters 

The Clerk took the community council through the financial statement.
Bank reconciliation:

As per transactions relating to 13th October 2023 – 9th November 2023

Per Bank:

Account 1






  
 £500.00

Account 2






  
 £29,760.22







Total

  
£30,260.22

Less: Payments;

Site 123 (Website)






£25.24

Site 123 (Website)






£251.82

Mazars LLP (External Auditor)




£252.00

Judith McClellen (The Bread Machine)



£82.50

John Hansford






£15.00

Inspire Youth 






£150.00

ICO 








£35.00

HFE Banners






£139.57

Blakelaw TARA (Room Hire 2022-23)



£112.50

Blakelaw TARA (Room Hire April 23 – Oct 23)


£100.00

Pre-Paid Tech






£500.00

Evoke Entertainment





£235.00

Northumbria Police & Crime Commissioner (refund)

£2305.75

Urban Doctor (Big River Bakery)




£90.00

Helen Richardson (Salary November 23)


£1491.49

Equal Arts







£270.00










Total
£6055.87

Income 

Bus Trip (York)






£6.00









Total
£23,710.35

Closing balance as at 9 November 2023 (account 2)

£23,710.35

Closing balance as at 9 November 2023 (account 1)

£500.00

Recommendation: Members are asked to note this report and approve the above payments.

91/23. Any Other Business 

At the request of the Chair, the Clerk provided an update following the recent announcement that there would be a review of boundaries by the Electoral Commission.  Unfortunately, there was nothing further to add since the last update.
DP confirmed that she had contacted SEARCH following comments made by them that they were providing sessions for the residents within the 3 blocks of flats.  DP stated that this was not the case and was awaiting their response.
DP also advised that the TARA had been informed by YHN that an architect would be visiting the flats with a view to revamping the community room.  This would mean that it would be out of action for a period of time.  DP will keep the community council updated with any news.

92/23.
Date, time and venue of next meeting 

The next meeting of the community council will take place on the 11th January 2024, time to be confirmed within the community room at Moorland House.
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