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DATE SPEAKER TITLE OF TALK 

2006 

9th January George Grant Humour in the Classroom 

23rd January John Allan A History of Perth Prison 

13th February Andrew Brown The Auchlochan Vision 

27th February Bill Ritchie ‘Cooncil Speak’ 

13th March Mrs Helen Galloway The Fellowship of the Lost Coin 

27th March Lilian King Women & Mining 

10th April AGM  

24th April John Scott Chernobyl 20 Years On 

8th May Edward Klak Register of Fife Fallen 1914-18 

22nd May Barbara Osbourne Children’s Hospice 

12th June David Arnot The Future of Fife 

26th June Ladies Lunch  

10th July Iain Gilchrist Fifers on Foot 

24th July Bob Henry (DB Probus) Royal Yacht Service 

14th August Ms Helen Eadie The need for two bridges 

28th August John McInninck The Weather 

11th September Ms Alice Pearson The Fine Art Collection 

25th September David Gemmell The Life of a Golf Pro 

9th October Rev Tom Findlay Mercy Ships 

23rd October Byron Tilly S.E.P.A. 

13th November Sabina Strachan Aberdour Castle 

27th November W Johnston Scottish Enterprise 

11th December Christmas Lunch  

2007 

8th January Ogilvie Nicoll Journey through India 

22nd January Scott Anderson Elmwood College 

12th February Dr S Munro Dynamic Earth – Resource for the Future 

26th February Anne White Inheritance Tax 

12th March Robin Arnott History of St Bridgets 

26th March Bill Dorward Islands of the Forth 

9th April AGM  

23rd April Ian Grant (DB Probus) Piloting the Forth  

14th May J Leishman Football 

28th May W Paul Amateur Musical Societies 

11th June J Sinclair Underwater Experiences 

25th June Ladies Lunch  

9th July I Archibald Burntisland Heritage 

23rd July D Taylor History of Hypnosis 

13th August W Herbertson Death on the Nile 

27th August John Mackie Cruising 

10th September R Johnston Firewater 

24th September Mrs A Campbell Mostly-Magnets Therapy 

8th October David Taylor Hypnotism Part 2 

22nd October David Potter My Life in Drama 
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12th November Sue Mowat The Forth in the 17th Century 

26th November Brian Kitching Life & Death in Changi Jail 

3rd December Christmas Lunch  

10th December Mike Pettit Credit Card Technology 

2008 

14th January David Anderson History of Charleston 

28th January Bob Grey Bubble Free Diving 

11th February Liz Rowley Stained Glass 

25th February Grant Stiven A Few Daze in Brugge 

10th March Colin Galloway The Union Canal 

24th March John Reid Braefoot Bay & Mossmoran 

14th April Eddie Taylor Vintage Buses 

28th April AGM  

12th May Murray McGregor The Land of Burns 

26th May Dr Stuart Monro OBE Walking in Nepal 

9th June Jim Summers Beyond My Station 

23rd June Raymond Smith Knockhill Racing Track 

30th June Summer Lunch  

14th July Tom Watt  The Sea shall not have Them 

28th July Meg Luckins Scots in Russia 

11th August Jim Morris  Outlived by Aircraft 

25th August Hamish Brown Exploring the Forth & Clyde Canal 

8th September David Torrie History of the Dandy & Beano 

22nd September Bill Paterson Lighthouses - Oil Lamps to Pseudolites 

13th October Mrs Isla Campbell-Lupton British Legion in Scotland 

27th October Paul Docherty Waste Disposal in Fife 

10th November Hank Johns Caribbean to Caledonia 

24th November Mike Farmer New Aircraft Carriers 

8th December Christmas Lunch  

15th December David Burke Antarctica 

2009 

12th January Mrs M Reilly The Best Kept Secrets in Fife 

3rd February Derek Miller Maintaining  Britannia 

17th February Ian Grant  Forth Pilotage Part 2 

3rd March Martin Rodgers Garden City & Royal Dockyard 

17th March Ms Joyce Leggate Working with VIPs 

7th April Steve Liscoe Wartime Defences in Fife 

21st April AGM  

5th May Mrs Nora Rundell The Carnegie Trust 

19th May Mrs Ann Follin The Future of Edinburgh Airport 

2nd June Summer Lunch  

16th June George Beattie Stories from the Beat 

7th July Mrs Marion Harvey The Case for Speed Cameras 

21st July Jim Evans (DB Probus) Scotland – North, South & West 

4th August Peter Franklin (DB Probus) Building Control - Part 1 

11th August Eric Simpson These are my Mountains 

1st September Mrs Elizabeth Smith, MSP Good Schools for our Grandchildren 
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15th September Ian Fairley Mary Celeste 

6th October Stan Miles Bee Keeping 

20th October Ian Thomson The life of Sir Jimmy Shand 

3rd November Bob Baird Shipwrecks in the Forth & Tay 

17th November Susan Mowat Fire & Fecundity 

1st December Christmas Lunch  

15th December Prof Richard Cormack Trials & Triumphs of Two Trekkers 

2010 

5th January Keith Partridge Adventures with a camera 

19th January Bruce Rollo Journey to K2 and Concordia 

2nd February Colin Ortlepp Coal – You mean we still dig that stuff 

16th February Rev Alec Forsyth Life of an Army Chaplain 

2nd March George Dalrymple Laugh & Scotland laughs with You 

16th March Alice Pearson History of Kirkcaldy Museum & Art Gallery and its 
Collections 

6th April David Boath What you can do with your camera 

20th April AGM  

4th May Rodger McAslan Scottish Fisheries Museum 

18th May Paul Mellon  Forth Replacement Crossing 

1st June Summer Lunch  

15th June Jim Craig Magic 

6th July Stuart Bonnar  The Fife Coastal Path  

20th July Gordon & Kenneth McCrae Travels with Steam 

3rd August George MacKenzie Bio-energy Therapy 

7th September Roger Tebbutt My Dad’s Secret Life during the War 

21st September Mairi Shiels Tay Railway Bridge Disaster 

5th October Steve Liscoe Fife Shipwrecks in the Forth & Tay 

19th October John Davies Runaway Rockets & other Space Exploration Disasters 

2nd November Charles Stobbart Canal Holiday in France 

16th November Charlie Tulloch RNLI at Kinghorn 

7th December Christmas Lunch  

21st December Rod McNeil Abbot House 

2011 

4th January Derek Bethune Land of the Long White Cloud 

18th January David Boath Genealogy 

1st February Dick West Wines the Changes 

15th February Stuart McQuaker 3 Days in Command 

1st March Ronnie Mackie Craigencalt Ecology Centre 

15th March Major Ronnie Proctor Black Watch 

April   

April AGM  

3rd May Alan Hansford First Aid in the Home 

17th May Prof McManus The Tay Estuary 

7th June Summer Lunch  

21st June W Nelson Herbertson Heart of Old Glasgow 

5th July Ian Archibald History of OS – Revolution in Mapping 

19th July Ian Tennant The Life of Sir Harry Lauder 
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2nd August   

16th August David Wilson Fifty Years a Blacksmith Farrier 

6th September Lesley Hodgson Heraldry 

20th September Alex Purves Reminiscence of an old Hongkong Policeman 

4th October Earl Parish Mines Rescue 

18th October Dr Michael Brown Castles of Fife 

1st November Duncan Davidson Moths and Butterflies 

15th November Eric Young History of Time Measurement 

6th December Christmas Lunch  

20th December Richard Paterson Art of the Whisky Blender 

2012 

17th January Ian Gilchrist Fife on the Rocks 

7th February Alastair Todd Visit to the Galapagos Islands 

21st February Kranti Hiremath Forensics 

7th March Derek Bethune Sights and Sounds of Australia 

21st March John Winter Wit of the Scots 

3rd April Jack Dempsey Climbing Kilimanjaro 

17th April AGM  

1st May Mike Hudspeth The Newcastle 1000 Families 

15th May Paul Martin Search & Rescue Dogs 

5th June PC Keith Macleod Local Crime Prevention Officer 

19th June Graham Barclay Fife Fire & Rescue  -  Pitreavie 

3rd July Jaqui Johnson Finance/Asset Protection 

17th July Ian Stone Telecommunications 

7th August Rev Christine Sime My Transition to the Ministry 

21st August Major Tim Grantham Help for Heroes 

4th September Stephen Liscoe Archaeology 

18th September Lawrence Low The Morgan Car Company 

2nd October Ewen MacDonell The New Forth Crossing 

16th October Dr David Fraser Victorian Postcards 

6th November Mr Symon Jeynes Recycling in Fife 

20th November Ronnie Fitzcharles History of Coach Tours 

4th December Christmas Lunch  

2013 

15th January David Caldwell Robinson Crusoe - Myth or Fact 

5th February Gordon Findlater Burke and Hare - The True Story 

19th February Jack Eadie Shipbreaking on the Forth 

5th March William Stewart Murders Unusual 

19th March Jim Evans Iceland and Greenland Cruise 

2nd April Alistair MacFarlane The History of Scottish Fiddles 

16th April AGM  

7th May Roger Stark 3 Score Years and 10 

21st May Bob Hamilton Saving Power 

4th June Summer Lunch  

18th June Jim Craig  Magic 

2nd July Capt Ivor Baylis Laughter at Sea 

16th July Dr James Moore Earth in Space 
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6th August Dr M Hepworth Laurel & Hardy 

20th August Keith Mason Fife Trams 

3rd September John Heliwell Mary’s Meals 

17th September John Read Malt Ale & Whisky 

1st October Insp Phil Davidson Policing the Olympics 

15th October Ian Farley Costa Concordia Event 

5th November Catriona Skinner Citizens Advice Bureau 

19th November Bob Hamilton Cost of the new Forth Bridge 

3rd December Christmas Lunch  

17th December Eric Simpson The Scottish Seaside Holiday 

2014 

7th January Willie Couper The Battle of Loos 

21st January Winifred Wood Fairtrade 

4th February Jim Boyd Scraps 

18th February Prof Alan Miller Light Reflections 

4th March George Pain Mercy Ships 

18th March Colin McKenzie The Samaritans 

1st April AGM  

22nd April Ian Henderson Road Safety 

6th May Douglas Watson Chocolate – Food of the Gods 

20th May Colin Steer Substance Abuse 

3rd June Summer Lunch  

17th June Lloyd Pitcairn Heir Hunters 

1st July Jim Miller Fife Airfields 

15th July Billy Anderson Scottish Music 

5th August Dave Reid Mining Evidence in West Fife 

2nd September Jim Leishman MBE 

Provost of Fife 
The Life & Times of Jim Leishman 

16th September Les Soper Freedom of Kuwait 

7th October Ann Maxwell ‘More’ Mums on the run for epilepsy 

21st October John Winter Meet the Scots 

4th November Rev. Richard Baxter It shouldn’t happen to a Minister 

18th November Eldon Zuill Victoria Hospital Radio 

2nd December Christmas Lunch  

16th December Billy Anderson Festive Music & Fun Ho Ho Ho 

2015 

6th January Karen Anderson Your rights in Life – Citizens Advice Bureau 

20th January Neal Robertson Doing Porridge 

3rd February Michael Hendry The Falkland Isles 

17th February Lynn Court Rachel House Hospice 

3rd March Arthur Lloyd Isle of Barra 

17th March Bert Oliver & George Wilson Scotch Poems & Music 

7th April Les Soper Freedom of Kuwait 

21st April AGM  

5th May Dick Alderson Woodland Trust 

19th May Betsy Wojcik Children’s Peoples 

16th June David Wilson 50 Years a Blacksmith Farrier 
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7th July Bob Docherty Scots Language – Wha’s Like Us 

21st July Malcom Walker Knights Templar 

4th August Harry Wallace A Brief History of Time 

1st September Sandra Thompson My Jute Journey 

15th September Colin Steer Substance Abuse Part 2 

6th October Bert Oliver The Eyemouth Fishing Disaster 

20th October Martin Collins My Life of Crime 

3rd November Geoff Ruzgar Astronomy 

17th November Rab McLaren Naming the Dead 

15th December Billy Anderson Christmas Music and Fun 

2016 

5th January Tom & Lee Guide Dogs for the Blind 

19th January Barbara McKenzie Advocacy 

2nd February Diana Maxwell HMS Tarlair 

16th February Phil Bates High Lights of South America 

1st March Pam Cairns The Truth behind the Fiction 

15th March Martin Hepworth Scottish Banknotes 

5th April George Robertson The Battle of Inverkeithing 

3rd May Dr Charles Munn Reflections of a year in USA 

17th May Dr John Baird Reflections of a life in detention 

21st June Derek Millar Britannia 

5th July  Ian Gilchrist Hot Air Ballooning 

19th July  David Caldwell. Robinson Crusoe - Fact or Myth. 

2nd August David Munro. Loch Leven Regeneration. 

16th August  Dr.Gordon Findlater. Burke and Hare, and history of Edinburgh medicine. 

6th September Ninian Stuart Forest of Falkland. 

 20th September  Tom Mitchell Puddledub Pork. 

4th October Malcolm Campbell Travelling for Golf 

18th October Sandy Robb RZSS Edinburgh Pandas. 

 1st November  Keith Mason Fife Trams. 

15th November Louise Innes History of the Bicycle in Scotland. 

6th December    Christmas Lunch. 

20th December David Caldwell The Lewis Chessmen 

2017 

10th January  Tommy Bryson The Panama Canal 

24th January    
A Burns Morning - Introduced by Bill Ewing, Bill Robertson 
on the fiddle and poems from Ronnie Fleming. 

7th February  Arthur Lloyd Travels in the Oil Industry. 

21st February  Fred Daniels China Travels 

7th March  Drew Wilson The Magic Circle 

21st March  Agnes Allan Uganda. 

4th April  Colin Moore It's a coincidence. 

18th April    Annual General Meeting. 

2nd May  Vicki Trip to Nepal 

 16th May  Chris Coutts Forth Estuary Forum 

6th June    
Summer Lunch - Pitbauchlie House Hotel - 12:30 for 
13:00. 
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20th June  Jonny Kinross Grassmarket Project 

4th July  Mike Birkett The Early years of Steam Railway in Scotland 

18th July  Kirsty Watson Playlist for Life 

1st August  Andy Paterson Stars of the Silver Screen 

15th August  Tommy Bryson Queensferry Crossing 

 5th September  Network Rail Waverley Station Platform Extensions 

19th September  Stuart Gray Knockhill Racing Circuit 

3rd October  Leo du Feu Sketching Scotland's Landscape 

 17th October  Ian Stone 
Transforming Care After Treatment for Fife NHS 
Melanoma Skin Care Patients 

 7th November  Archie Melville Community Payback 

 21st November  Fred Daniels Travels in China (part 2) 

 5th December    Christmas Lunch 

 19th December    Christmas Jingles 

2018 

9th January  Alistair McCabe The Roaring Game (curling). 

23rd January  Ian Gilchrist Viking History 

6th February  John Hamilton Canals - A Miscellany 

20th February  Dave Boyce Network Rail 

6th March  Malcolm Gerdes-Hansen A Toastmaster's Life 

20th March  Ian Heigh Forth Rail Bridge - Renovations. 

3rd April  Miranda Lorraine Fife Pilgrim's Way 

17th April  Dick Alderton Dalgety Bay Community Woodlands Group 

1st May    A.G.M. 

15th May  Mike Birkett Scottish Railways - Part 2 

 5th June  Alan McIlraive Kinghorn Lifeboat 

19th June  Rev Elizabeth Kenny Prison Chaplaincy 

3rd July  Bob Ballard Scottish Air Ambulance. 

17th July Neil McIntosh West Lothian RDA. 

7th August  Abby Parkhouse Aberlour Childrens Charity. 

21st August  Arthur Lloyd The Delights of Lewis and Harris. 

4th September  Wendy Purvis Falkland Palace. 

18th September  Alan McIlravie Kinghorn Lifeboat. 

2nd October  Louise Innes Concorde to The Museum of Flight. 

16th October  Bob Kemp Centenary of Flight 

6th November  Andy Paterson TV Times. 

20th November  David  Cochrane Royal Highland Show. 

4th December   Christmas Lunch. 

18th December  Bill Ewing and Friends Christmas Entertainment 

2019 

8th January  PC Fraser Laird ATM Safety, Scams and Home Security. 

22nd January  Gifford Lind Burns and Trondheim. 

5th February  Callum Henderson Journeys of Recovery. 

19th February  Ian MacFarlane Managing an Evolving Market. 

5th March  George Robertson Lassodie: The Forgotten Village. 

19th March  Dennis Cowan Ancient Sundials of Scotland. 
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2nd April  Judith Bell Children's Hearing Scotland. 

16th April   A.G.M. 

7th May  Fred Daniels China Travels Part 3. 

21st May  Karen MacBeath Erskine. 

4th June  Roy Johnstone Henry VIII and His Six Wives (as told by Henry). 

18th June   SUMMER LUNCH. 

2nd July  Roger Stark The Happiness Business. 

16th July   Members Forum. 

6th August  Hamish Brown Escaping the Japs. 

21st August  George Pain Mercy Ships. 

3rd September  Ian Garden Exploding the Myths about Nazi Film Propaganda. 

17th September  Sir Geoff Palmer Slavery - The Scottish Connection. 

1st October  Mike Simpson A Taste of the Balkans. 

15th October  John Minhinick Meteorology: Weather Forecasting and Climate Change. 

5th November  Bill Glennie My Faither built the Sydney Harbour Brig. 

19th November  Joe Fitzpatrick Recent Archaeological Excavations on East Lomond Hill. 

3rd December   CHRISTMAS LUNCH. 

17th December  Dr. David M. Munro. The Voyage of the Scotia. 

2020 

7th January Colin Moore The Real Sherlock Holmes 

14th January Bill Ewing & Friends Burns Celebration 

4th February David Caldwell 
Archaeological Excavations at Finlaggan, the original 
home of the MacDonalds 

18th February Ian Fraser Opera in Scotland before 1960 

3rd March Jack Dempsey 
How did we get to Faraday from TV and Mobile 
Phones? 

Break due to Covid – Meetings continued on Zoom 

6th October David Potter History of Dunfermline Athletic FC 

20th October Iain Macdonald New Lanark 

3rd November Tommy Bryson Antique American Automobiles 

17th November Mike Simpson El Dorado & other Legends 

1st December Agnes Allan Hearing Dogs for Deaf People 

15th December Ian Lindsay Rescue Me: How Mountain Rescue Teams Work 

2021   

5th January Scott Struthers Behind the scenes in preparing for a UEFA Champions 
League match 

19th January David Russell-Douglas A Friend Against Financial Crime 

26th January Zoom Documentary Virtual Visit to Venice 

2nd February Andy Middlemiss 1919: The Aftermath of WW1 

16th February Paul Isherwood Mind of a Gambler 

23rd February Zoom Documentary Virtual Visit to Iran 

2nd March Ian Gilchrist Birth and Death of Islands 

16th March Bob McIntosh Working with Scottish Lighthouses 

23rd March Zoom Documentary Virtual Visit to Andalucia 

6th April Kirsteen Plop Cheshire Disability in Fife 

20th April AGM AGM 

27th April Zoom Documentary Virtual Visit to Hong Kong 
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4th May Ian Buchan My Magic, Magicians and more 

18th May  Documentary  Virtual Visit to Holy Land 

25th May Zoom Documentary Virtual Visit to Herculaneum 

1st June Jo Middlemiss Ethiopia Medical Project 

15th June Peter McEleny The Work of Signpost International 

23rd June Zoom Documentary Trans-Siberian Express  

6th July John Miles Global Sight Solutions 

20th July Andrew Johnson Stonemasons' Marks 

27th July Zoom Documentary New York's Hidden Secrets 

7th September Steve Bird 
A Humorous Look at Industrial Relations in Ford Motor 
Company 

21st September Zoom Documentary Spitfire Sisters of the ATA 

5th October Zoom Documentary Bonington/Fiennes Interview 

19th October Brian Johnston Dalgety Community Trust 

2nd November Zoom Documentary NATO Submarine Rescue System 

16th November Zoom Documentary Rory Stewart Interview 

7th December Tommy Bryson Alaska - Anchorage to Fairbanks 

21st December Documentary The 1914 Christmas Truce 

4th January Zoom Documentary Franklin Expedition 

2022   

18th January Roy Johnstone Robert Burns - His Life, His Poetry and his Songs 

1st February Lawson Rennie The Order of St John 

15th February Documentary Operation Valkyrie - The Plot to Kill Hitler 

1st March Social Gathering Louie Brown's Bistro 

15th March Zoom Documentary Russia - The Empire Strikes Back 

Physical meetings resumed in the Compass 

5th April Allen Cochrane Raising a Boat 

19th April AGM  

3rd May Colin Dolbear A Hop Around Southern Sweden 

17th May Joanna Gardiner Medical Detection Dogs 

7th June Hamish Brown Mountaineering Memories 

22nd June Visit  Museum of Communication, Burntisland 

5th July Zoom Virtual Visit The Best of the Alps 

19th July Zoom Interview Fiona Hill - Russia, Ukraine and the Outcome of the War 

2nd August Zoom Virtual Visit Sicily - The Wonder of the Mediterranean 

16th August Zoom Lecture The Sea Wolf - Lord Cochrane, Admiral of Four Navies  

6th September Mike Travers Cost of Electricity 

4th October Charlie Munn Banking Then and Now 

1st November Robin Ozog Now to the Banquet We Press 

6th December Adrian Masson A Century of Art  (followed by Club Lunch) 

20th December Zoom Interview Paul Merton at the Oxford Union 

2023   

3rd January Zoom Documentary Rosslyn Chapel - A Treasure in Stone 

10th January Belinda Macdonald Uphill Trust 

24th January Zoom Interview Ian Hislop's Review of 2022  

7th February Allan Mitchell Inheritance Planning 

21 February Zoom Interview Tim Peake - Ask an Astronaut 
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7th March Bruce Keith Bridgescapes 

4th April Club Quiz  

18th April EGM  

2nd May Trevor Brady Mine Rescue and Training Service Crossgates 

16th May AGM  

6th June Sarah Jane Latto Fife Coast and Countryside Trust 

4th July Summer Lunch  

15th July Zoom Interview Author Ben Macintyre 

1st August Coffee and Chat  

15th August Zoom Interview Jeremy Clarkson and Caleb Cooper 

22nd August Theatre Outing For Better, For Worse by Jill Franklin 

5th September Roger Curtis Historic Environment Scotland 

3rd October Allen Cochran Kafue Gorge Power Station, Zambia 

17th October Club Quiz  

31st October Zoom Documentary Artificial Intelligence Explained 

7th November Izzy Brown Forth Bridges Rotary Nepal Project 

10th November Folk Night The Compass 

28th November Zoom Interview Rory Stewart on Modern Politics 

5th December Christmas Lunch Pitbauchlie Hotel 

19th December Festive Fun Coffee, Chat and Entertainment 

2024   

9th January John Gilfillan The Immortal Robert Burns 

23rd January Arthur Lloyd The USA - The Wild and Not So Wild West 

30th January Zoom Interview Ian Hislop's Review of 2023 

6th February Jim Leishman From Ball to Chain 

20th February Brian Johnston The Dalgety Bay Heritage Trail 

5th March John Bald World War Two Memorabilia 

19th March Peter Franklin Did You Know? 

2nd April Charlie Guy Dead and Buried 

16th April AGM  

23rd April Zoom Interview Anthony Scaramucci - Speaking Truth 

7th May Allison Barr Our Inspirational Jak - Resulting in Team Jak 

21st May Zoom Documentary The Last Crossing of the Lusitania 

4th June Ivy Partridge Beatles v Beach Boys 

18th June Zoom Interview Ben Macintyre on Colditz 

2nd July Summer Lunch The Compass 

23rd July Zoom Documentary Military Art from the Bayeux Tapestry to WWII 

6th August Coffee and Chat  

20th August Zoom Documentary The Halifax Explosion of 1917 

3rd September Bill Glennie Robert the Bruce – Fact, Fiction and Nonsense 

17th September Visit South Queensferry Lifeboat Station 

24th September Zoom Documentary The Tragedies of Formula 1 

1st October Ian Robertson Scottish Fisheries 

10th October Visit National Museum of Flight, East Fortune 

15th October Zoom Documentary Solving the Mystery of the Lost Roman Legion 

1st November Entertainment Evening After 8 Mince 

5th November Arthur Lloyd The Wild and Not so Wild West Part 2 
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19th November Zoom Documentary Uzbekistan 

3rd December Christmas Lunch Pitbauchlie House Hotel 

17th December Christmas Quiz  

 

 
 


