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Maja Komorowska, Polish actress
photographer: Eustachy Kossakowski
date: 1958
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LUDWIG WITTGENSTEIN
PHITOSOPHICAL
INVESTIGATIONS

The German Text. with a Revised English Translation

Ludwig Wittgenstein
(26 April 1889 — 29 April 1951)

THE ROLE OF THEORY IN AESTHETICS*
MORRIS WEITZ

Theory has been central in sesthetics and is still the preoccupation of the
philosophy of art. Its main avowed concern remains the determination of the
nature of art which can be formulated into a definition of it. It construes defi-
nition as the statement of the necessary and sufficient properties of what s being
defined, where the statement purports to be a true or false claim about the
essence of art, what characterizes and distinguishes it from everything else.
Each of the great theories of Fe lism, Voluntarism, Emotionalism, Intel-
lectualism, Intuitionism, Organicism—converges on the attempt to state the
defining properties of art. Each claims that it is the true theory because it has
formulated correctly into a real definition the nature of art; and that the others
are false because they have left out some necessary or sufficient property. Many
theorists contend that their enterprise is no mere intellectual exercise but an
absolute necessity for any understanding of art and our proper evaluation of it.
Unless we know what art is, they say, what are its necessary and sufficient prop-
erties, we cannot begin to respond to it adequately or to say why one work is
good or better than another. Aesthetic theory, thus, is important not only in
itself but for the ions of both iation and criticism. Phil
critics, and even artists who have written on art, agree that what is primary in
aesthetics is a theory about the nature of art.

Is aesthetic theory, in the sense of a true definition or set of necessary and
sufficient properties of art, possible? If nothing else does, the history of sesthetics
itself should give one enormous pause here, For, in spite of the many theories,
we seem no nearer our goal today than we were in Plato’s time. Each age, each
art-movement, each philosophy of art, tries over and over again to establish the
stated ideal only to be succeeded by a new or revised theory, rooted, at least in
part, in the repudiation of preceding ones. Even today, almost everyone inter-
ested in aesthetic matters is still deeply wedded to the hope that the correct
theory of art is forthcoming. We need only examine the numerous new books on
art in which new definitions are proffered; or, in our own country especially, the
basic textbooks and anthologies to recognize how strong the priority of a theory
of art is.

In this essay I want to plead for the rejection of this problem. I want to show
that theory— in the requisite classical sense—is never forthcoming in sesthetics,
and that we would do much better as philasophers to supplant the question,
““What is the nature of art?,” by other questions, the answers to which will
provide us with all the understanding of the arts there can be. I want to show that
the inadequacies of the theories are not primarily occasioned by any legitimate
difficulty such e.g., as the vast complexity of art, which might be corrected by
further probing and research, Their basic inadequacies reside instead in a funda-
‘mental misconception of art. etic theory—all of it—is wrong in principle

* Ono of the Matehette Foundation prize essays for 1955 (Editor).
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GDWyg9e7CTlEI7OwW7awD-m9baMa3wsg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GDWyg9e7CTlEI7OwW7awD-m9baMa3wsg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GDWyg9e7CTlEI7OwW7awD-m9baMa3wsg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GDWyg9e7CTlEI7OwW7awD-m9baMa3wsg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15i8WrEoTt4ma0i98QmqYDDz8_FRsJoai/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15i8WrEoTt4ma0i98QmqYDDz8_FRsJoai/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GDWyg9e7CTlEI7OwW7awD-m9baMa3wsg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tj5RuiSfLE2IGNUJ-fD9b-fCw9_0V5zp/view?usp=drive_link
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J24T_bropFvpiG_mITxuj52mhEznCK_D/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YrnlyJ_wv3QxzYPTnXkERZWkq0SafKBC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVdZjqgyC9lvhSkltoEm5wb5BFRd7umV/view?usp=drive_link
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVQKipWrx9ISvwieWbNoDBVLq3wxeG7a/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I61A4WUBWuICDjaCH_3QtdRa2nJPH_ye/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KICE8lqOPVJ4CT87799i9l73HaW1GSU8/view?usp=drive_link
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcMXCSD2C9HfefkcdL4XH45Qf_3HfKlY/view?usp=drive_link
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Preferences:

1-Aesthetics: A Comprehensive Anthology

Steven M. Cahn (Editor), Aaron Meskin (Editor) Introduction by Paul Oskar
Kristeller

Blackwell 2008

2-Lecture: Ellie Anderson Ph.D. Assistant Professor of Philosophy

3-Philosophical Investigations (Philosophische Untersuchungen)
Ludwig Wittgenstein (1953)

4-The Role of Theory in Aesthetics
Morris Weitz (1956)

5-Art and the aesthetic: an institutional analysis
George Dickie (1974)

6-The Aesthetic Regime of Art: Dimensions of Ranciere’s Theory
International Conference, Ljubljana, Slovenia
November 27-28, 2015
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