
Activity 1: Write Your Name in DNA 

Activity Description 
The children will create a colorful chain 
made out of the four DNA nucleotides, while 
learning about DNA and how all the 
information about each and every one of us 
in encoded into this simple language. They 
will use an encoder to translate from the 
English alphabet into codons to write their 
names or initials into their chain. 

What do you need? 
- Colorful printed DNA letters (see 

attachment #1) 
- Scissors and tape 
- Stickers and markers for decoration 
- String or ribbons 
- DNA encoder (see attachment #2) 
- Translation page (see attachment #3) 

 
 

How does it work? 
1. Write your name on the 

translation page and translate it 
into DNA letters using the 
encoder. 

2. Choose, cut out and arrange the 
DNA base pairs as needed. 

3. Tape them together, forming a straight chain, 
or tape them to a string to make a hanging 
decoration. 

4. Use the stickers and markers for decoration! 



Attachment #1: DNA letters 



Attachment #2: DNA encoder 



Attachment #3: Translation Pages 




