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The Rise of the Zaibatsu

In the Taisho era (1912-1926), business conglom-
erates known as zaibatsu dominated Japan’s
banking and industry. The zaibatsu were family
run, vertically integrated monopolies that exerted
extensive influence over Japanese industry and
politics. Originally there were four conglomerates,
known as the Big Four zaibatsu. Although they
were broken up and their influence diminished
following World War II, they still exist as
companies and their names are still familiar.

Which of the four corporations below was
e NOT one of the original zaibatsu?

Mitsubishi
Mitsui
Sumitomo
Yasuda

5 Matsushita

©®00 0
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Prior to World War II, Mitsubishi, Mitsui, E'PriTorto”‘Cﬁﬁ
2

Sumitomo and Yasuda controlled 30% of all
mining and over half of industrial manufacturing, ~ ®™ning  #L%
Mitsui had significant ties to the Imperial Army %-tie to ~IcRSET
as well as controlling the political party Rikken - ®
Seiyukai. Similarly, Mitsubishi had connections
with the Imperial Navy and ran the political party
Rikken Minseito. Through their ties to the military
and control of major political parties, they were
able to dominate government policy regarding
labor and monetary policy and receive the benefit

of government contracts. Suspicion of zaibatsu : ® suspicion of ~0

B
corruption was a significant factor in the several
attempted coups d’état of the Showa period. Ml digats

MHROEHR
KERAR (1912~1926%), HMME L THSNEZEXRERTIL—TH. BEORTLEXEXE
LEUT. BMARRERE T, RO SFALRICHRENICRITEI N, BADEREEFICLRE
REBNETELVE U . TARORMMEFEND4DDEETI—THHD XU, FZRK
B FNSEBERIN. FENAEENLELLED SHEREELTHEEL, Z0RBABLHDH
2HDER>TVETY,

Q RD4DDEHDSERROMMICE TN TRV DB ENTL L 3D,
D=E Q=H QXK @KA ® WT
A®

BORHRAREICKTSE, =%, =H. FR. THIEIRTOHLILUBED30%. BSEDOFHL L
EEDTWESTT, SHRIABEABTERBERBWVEU DEEHE. UBBHRR|EVWSHREX
BULTWELE, ARIC. ZBRFABAFTEEE L 2BHNDHAH D, UBREEEVLWSEREEZEHH
LEUfco BB EDRDDERFESES, IREREXRTZIIET. FWHPERBERICOVWTHEZE
HU. BFEDRYICEDFIREZ/BZIENTELDTYT, BEOBBICOVWTOEWE, BIO
W DD DRED, KELZRAEBDHE U,
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The Great Kanto Earthquake

Just before noon on September 1st, 1923, a 7.9
magnitude earthquake struck the greater Tokyo
area. In the panic following the earthquake,
rumors spread that ethnic Koreans were starting
fires and had poisoned the wells of fresh water.
Vigilante groups beat and killed anyone they
identified as Korean.

As Koreans and Japanese are similar in
e appearance, how did the mobs determine
who was ethnically Korean?

@ The mobs beat anyone carrying matches.

@ The mobs gave pronunciation tests and beat
anyone who mispronounced words.

@ Anyone who could not produce their national
identity card was beaten.

The mobs searched everyone for kimchi.

®
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In the confusion following the earthquake mobs
set up road blocks and forced anyone seeking

« _»

to pass to say words that began with the “g” or

“j” sound. The vigilantes believed that Koreans

pronounce words like “fifteen” (ju-go) and

“fifty” (go-ju) differently and used the difference

in pronunciation as an excuse for violence. The %';‘Cuse for ~o32
Great Kanto Earthquake was the greatest disaster

to hit Japan in the pre-World War II era. Over

100 thousand people died in the quake and the

subsequent fires. Since the earthquake, September

1st has been commemorated as National Disaster : = commemorate

: 5 8893

: ® prevention % B
T

Prevention Day.

ﬂﬂikﬂﬂé

192359 1HDE & SEEFAL. Y/ =F 21— R79DMBHAAEREEZBNE UL, HRICH
KIRZY T DPRT, BEADNKEDF. HFOKIECBEEANTVRIEWSSOANEENF UL,
InZzinlcBERRE. BEAE DI D EHTHRD . BLUTLESDTT,

QHBALHFEARREEDIBUTVWETH, REFERBEDELSIKUTHBDARE BN T =0T
L&5H?

DORFERF. Ty FEF S TWBERETER I

DRERREEOTANETV, B THRELERIHETER -1,

QEDENIIEREF > TLWHRVWARETHR SN,

DREEFFLFERDBIAEE U,
A®2
HRICHECERIADPT, RERBEBREIIE, BE3S5LT2ECEgELR OB THEZISES
EDLELDOTY, RER. BEARKISPE0EVWSEERLSIRKETESEEZ, ThERHOD
OXREUVFLUIc, BRARBXIZ. ERHRKRBAICAERER o, BAOKETU R, HBEZ
NICTEK KK TIOBAUEDALDTELBD X U, FOMBLIR, OB 1HREBKOBEWSE
SHEERSDTY,
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Anti-government Incidents of the 1930s

Throughout the 1930s Japan was rocked by a
series of attempted and successful assassination
attempts. Several government ministers were
killed and industrialists were targeted in these

= unsuccessful # © unsuccessful coups d’état by rightist militants.
KBIC/Do L |

m rightist % 5%

During the 1930s severe anti-government

Q e incidents occurred and in 1936 the
center of Tokyo was occupied by anti-
government, right-wing forces. From the
list below, choose the incident that did
NOT occur at this time.

The March Incident

The Imperial Colors Incident

The League of Blood Incident

May 15 Incident

® The Sankebetsu Brown Bear Incident
® The February 26 Incident

Y ©

.
©

m league 7 B8

® ©
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A. s

Throughout the 1930s, nationalist extremists

attempted to seize power and turn Japan into a

militaristic state. These attempts failed, but they

did result in the deaths of several politicians,

wealthy businessmen and in February, 1936,

troops of the Imperial Japanese Army occupied

central Tokyo for three days. During trials the

extremists were depicted as wanting to free

the emperor from the corrupting influence

of politicians. The radicals received light - radical % @R

punishments. The incidents demonstrate the ', . cons =22
erosion of the rule of law and the growth of the : ¢
military’s influence during the 1930s. In contrast,
the Sankebetsu Brown Bear Incident occurred
in Hokkaido in 1915 when a bear killed seven

people.

@1 O30FRDRBATFHH

1930FRZ&E L. BRE—EDERBHICEINETN, RKEIHMLIcbDEHNIEE. KU
HbOHHDFEUIc. BIDKEDPRICRREINLEELH D, RERRB I —TI—2HHERED
ROBENEBDFE UL,

Q 19305, EXGREMBHHNEID, 1936F. BFEDORLRRBRBARPAREHRICSH
BENFTUIco RDVAMDS, COEZFRBI>TDTRBVHRBERTLZEW,

O=RE# CRREHENH ONBFEH QR —HEH O=FHIREH4 O ZA B4

A®

1930FRIF. EREBREIENZEEL. AXZBEBERNGLISERTRBRAT UL, W
ThOI—TFTI—bRBICBRDD EUA. BADBIARERBREERIBHICEDE L,
193628 ICIF. KAXFERSEDOHBENIIAMICHIc > THRROFREPE LH L F 9, HHTIRE.
BHRISBRULBIARDOT BN SREEBRIT DI EEZLRALEVWSLSERDBIFSNEL
feo BREDRFILHBEVNEDTU . —EDEERER. 1930FRICHITIEXRDVSALE
BERBNOBRERLTWE U, =7, 1915FIBETEI > L ZEFIMBH TR, 7RHERIC
BEn&F U,
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The Second Sino-Japanese War

Following the Mukden Incident in 1931, the
® carve out {0 k Japanese military carved out the puppet state
e . Manshukoku in northern China and placed
the sympathetic emperor Puyi on the throne.
. Until 1937, the Japanese Army and the National
. sr‘)kg{r\lish @ IR Chinese Army fought small skirmishes along the

border of Manshukoku and China proper.

In 1937, the Japanese Army invaded China.
e What battle is seen as the beginning of the
Second Sino-Japanese War?

@ the Marco Polo Bridge Incident
@ the Shanghai Incident

@ the Nanking Incident

@ the Battle of Chungking
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The Marco Polo Bridge controls access to Peking.
On July 8th, 1937 a skirmish broke out between
Japanese soldiers and Nationalist Chinese soldiers.
Fighting escalated into the Marco Polo Bridge
Incident (Rokokyo Jiken). The Chinese soldiers

were quickly overrun by the Japanese. Almost by gl

accident, Japan’s invasion of China had begun.
The Japanese military quickly achieved victories
at Shanghai and the Nationalist Chinese capital,
Nanking. By the fall of 1937, Japan controlled
most of the coast of China. The Nationalist

government moved its capital to Chungking in @ =
g y . ®Interior i RED
the interior and a stalemate developed that lasted : u stalemate % = 5

until 1945. B

@ ZRERES

131 FOFBMNEEICHEE. BABRZPFELBICHENREVWS>RBEREEBE, HHNLCLFEHB
ZEBICOTE U, 1937FFX T, BFBLPEERZEHMNEFEXRLORERNTIEVWHEE
BOELTWE LT,

Q 19374, BFRHEBEL X U E-RERRFOBED LEXSNTVWIDORETITH?
ORBEEG QLEEH OFERENH QEEOEL

AD

EEBIIARANT IV LRT2DOEFHT U, 19374788, BEADEL L FEERFEFBROE
TORTIEDBVHIERIDET. ZLUT. TOBVWHEBRBBEENEIINL—FTZDTT,
PEDORLILER, LESIKBABIITEANEINET, FEALBENICAFTDOREANDEBK
BIEESTDOTT, BFRERRCBICLBEERTIBELSONRTHIBRTHAZRDET,
1937FDOUETIC. BEARBPERELEFLAEXRLE L. BREIHEORMFIERERE
DERICEBL, S5HRENIMSEXZTHEL UL,
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The Battle of Midway

Only six months after the Battle of Pearl Harbor

- on June 4-7, 1942, the Japanese navy lost a

m decisive 7 @ decisive naval battle to the United States navy at
e ~ the The Battle of Midway.

® aircraft carrier The Japanese lost four aircraft carriers at
=5 : e the Battle of Midway. How many did the
United States lose?

)
~

O 6

Zero
one
two
- three

® ©




A. 2

The Battle of Midway is considered the turning

point of the War in the Pacific. The Japanese lost

four aircraft carriers and a heavy cruiser. The i-cruiser'x. ¥
Americans lost one aircraft carrier and a small

destroyer. One reason for the American success

was Japanese assumptions regarding American Eg-ass.umption %

o . L ROTHDBTE
ability to break their code and understand g preak code mm

Japanese radio transmissions. Having broken the SHaTE
code, the Americans set up an ambush and caught = ambush # &%
the Japanese navy by surprise. While American

production of munitions, ships and planes w munitions 7 %
continued to rise throughout the war, Japanese Raae
production peaked with the Battle of Midway. The
Japanese were never able to replace the pilots and

ships lost at the battle.

@E‘y Rz —iE¥

194246848 ~7H. ERERBOLIHN6» Bk, T v RV —BERIECEVT, BREBERIT X
UHBEBICH U RENGEILZEBUE U,

Q BERI YK —EBRTIODOMEBEEENWE U, PAUNDERS DBV DOTUL &

SH?
®0 @1 @2 @3
A®

ISy Ry —BEIE. AFEBRPOGERAEEISNTVET, BRRZ4EOME/E & KBKCE
BEXVEU L, PAUNMEZRIEL/NSBREERTT, 7X Y HORNDEBED] DR,
FAYHADESEZRD . BAOERBEERRTEZIHNESHEVNSZLRDOVT, BEHATX
YHADEEHNDEEER>TWeIERHDE U, BSEWM LT A VDA FRELRT.
BABEEEIEE Ul BEOMT. 7 XU W TRMOCRITHEEOEEMEIRES NG X
Llcht. BRDORER Sy R —BENE—V 8D E LI, BXER. ZOBETR /(A
Oy hPfE. RDBX BT ENTERD DT,
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The New Constitution

Unlike the situation following other wars, the
Allies did not seek war reparations from the
Japanese government. Instead, the occupying
forces, primarily the United States, sought to
fundamentally change the structure of Japanese
society. The Constitution of Japan was enacted on
May 3rd, 1947.

The new constitution established five

Q e fundamental changes (godai-kaikaku)
to expand freedom and human rights in
Japanese society. Which of the items below
was NOT included in the constitution?

@ female suffrage

@ theright to form labor unions

@ the establishment of public education

@ codification of human rights for individuals

® liberalization of the economy by the
destruction of the industrial and financial
conglomerates known as zaibatsu

® establishment of universal healthcare
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Initially, the occupying forces led by Douglas

MacArthur intended the Japanese to write their ?-[igg;agd 9 ~%&
own constitution, but the Japanese authors

were reluctant to completely replace the Meiji @lg'&e;lfctimtﬁéﬁﬁ
O EFRELW

Constitution and the primacy of the Emperor, s primacy % g
S

intending instead to just “touch it up.” MacArthur o R
rejected their drafts and ordered his own staft @ Fzmzs

to write a completely new constitution. It was 5

prepared within one week. In addition to its

emphasis on human rights and freedom, the ®emphasis
constitution established the policy of renunciation Ty
of war: Under Article 9 of the constitution the B
“Japanese people forever renounce war as a ' renounce 5 K

sovereign right of the nation and the threat or @ *% _
: msovereign % Ef§

use of force as means of settling international :@ #
disputes.” '

@mn%

DS LERED,. ERER. BFBFAICHESBREZEZROGERATLI EORDH, L7
XYNENSHBRZIHBEER. BFRUROMEZLENSEAI LS L LE U, BRAEEERIE, 1947
F5A3BIKEITENLEDTT,

Q FEERAFHBICEREARELDH D). AARFEERBL I U, RDSEEND. BE
KEENTWEH>TiTLEID

DR FBEE @B EESERDHEF QREB DT @BARMAMEDHRL
OHME U THSNIEZEESROPES I —T2REL, BEEZEHLT S
CERERRFIFEDOREIL

A®

FTP. VISR TvA——FNIHREHN . BRACBFOEEEZRESELS & LELLHN
BEOBREF/.EI}. BAEEERT2ACRERZ, REOBUMEEIDILELOHS WV, BITTHE
EEMRAZIICEEDHESEVLEL YYA——RBRSOBRZHTL. BREDOAFY v T7IKE<
FULLWVEEZBLSMUE L. TNRIBETHES NI U, AEEBBHOBRBICMZ. B
BREOBEERDANK U, BORICBISHNET., 'BEAERE. EEORBIEFE. KD
K& 2EBRIIRADITER. BRHSFERRITZFREL TR KA INEBRET 3.
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Yoshida Shigeru

Yoshida Shigeru (1878-1967) holds the not to be
soon repeated distinction of serving as the de
facto last prime minister of the Empire of Japan
and the first prime minister under the new

constitution. He served as prime minister from
1946 to 1947 and from 1948 to 1954.

The administration of Yoshida Shigeru

Q e actively pursued a “3-S" policy. Which of
the activities was NOT included as one of
the three Ss?

Sports

) Screens
Sex
Security

® O 6
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Yoshida is best known for pursuing policies

aimed at rebuilding Japan’s industrial base and

allying itself with the United States for military

protection. All attempts by the United States to get

Japan to put more of its financial resources into - resource 7 H&
military development were rejected as all available

resources were focused on economic development.

As part of the economic development program, :

the government pursued a policy of consumerism = g;fguggism %
and entertainment. Movies (screens) and sports

were developed as entertainment and marriage

and children (sex) were encouraged to recover the

population after the war.

o5 Jo

EAX (1878~1967) GEXFTEORELBEZEOEBE LT, FLHFLLWEETORVOERLE
LT DokicBVWBI~Tc hBERIBLE U

Q SHXEHR. "3SHE EHLVEDX U ROFBDS5. ENHEDIDDSIKEENT
WS TeTU &SN

OAR—Y QQKE @tvyIRX @EFaU7Ta
A®

SR, EXTERBE U THFRZERL. EBNRFOLDICTAVNDERBEHC L VWSEER
EHRUEDLIETRISNTVWET, BROMRZES > EEBHRBICEPZSEVWST7 XU A
DEARBIRTHTENE U INTOHBIRGMRBERRBRICETSNTWVW NS T,
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The Tokyo Olympics

The 1964 Tokyo Olympics represented Japan’s
reemergence onto the world stage, not as an
enemy, but as a friendly ally of the West. After
the devastation of World War II, in order to host
the Olympics, Japan’s infrastructure had to be
upgraded.

Which of the infrastructure projects below
e was NOT pursued as part of hosting the
Olympic Games?

@ the modernization and expansion of Tokyo
Port

@ the use of the first geosynchronous orbit
satellite

® the completion of the first trans-Pacific
communications cable

@ the completion of the Tokaido Shinkansen, the

Bullet Train
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Although it began operating nine days before
the start of the games, carrying passengers
from Tokyo to Shin-Osaka station, the Tokaido
Shinkansen was not officially one of the projects

pursued by the Olympic committee. The Tokyo é"‘é"gmi“eez§

Olympics showcased many examples of modern  wshowcase # ~%
; . Rt3
technology. Geosynchronous satellite technology

was used for the first time to broadcast the games ';f_ga%"ica“ 5
live to the United States. Japan was connected by

a trans-Pacific communications cable from Japan
to Hawaii. Tokyo port was also expanded and
modernized. The games provided a boost to the
Japanese economy and were hugely popular with
the public. The opening ceremony attracted 70%
of the viewing public.

@!ﬁ?f Yyyevy
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Showa period (1926-1989)

1926

1927
1930
1931
1932

1933
1936
1937

1938

1940

1941

1942

1945

1946

1947

Death of Emperor Taisho; accession of
Emperor Showa

Financial Crisis
Showa Depression (1930-35) begins.
Manchurian Incident

May 15th Incident; Prime Minister Inukai
Tsuyoshi assassinated.

Japan withdraws from the League of Nations.
February 26th Incident

Kawabata Yasunari publishes Yukiguni (Snow
Country).

Nanjing Massacre (1937-38)
Passage of the National Mobilization Law.

Tripartite Pact signed by Japan, Germany,
and Italy.

Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact signed.

Japanese attack Pearl Harbor, the Malay
Peninsula, and the Philippines; war declared
against the United States, Great Britain, and
the Netherlands; The Pacific War (1941-45)
begins.

Allied fleet defeats Japan in the Battle of
Midway.

Atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

Japan accepts the terms of the Potsdam
Declaration.

Occupation of Japan by the Allied Powers
(1945-52)

The breakup of industrial and financial
combines.

Implementation of the Land Reforms of 1946
begins.

Constitution of Japan promulgated.

Enactment of the Fundamental Law of
Education.

Dazai Osamu publishes the novel Shayo
(The Setting Sun).
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1949

1951

1952

1953
1954
1955

1956

1960

1962

1964

1965

1968

1969
1970
1972

1973
1976
1978

Yukawa Hideki awarded the Nobel Prize for
physics.

San Francisco Peace Treaty and the first of the
United States-Japan security treaties signed.

Signing of U.S.-Japan Administrative
Agreement.

Television broadcasting begins in Japan.
Self Defense Forces established.

1st World Conference against A and H
Bombs

Mishima Yukio publishes the novel Kinkakuji
(The Temple of the Golden Pavilion).

Soviet-Japanese Joint Declaration
reestablishes diplomatic relations between the
two countries.

Japan granted membership of the United
Nations.

Second of the United States-Japan security
treaties signed in Washington; demonstrators
against ratification of the treaty besiege the
Diet building.

Abe Kobo publishes the novel Suna no onna
(The Woman in the Dunes).

Eighteenth Summer Olympic Games (Tokyo
Olympic Games) held in Tokyo.

Korea-Japan Treaty of 1965 signed;
diplomatic relations restored.

University upheavals of 1968-69 begin.

Ogasawara Islands returned to Japanese
sovereignty by the United States.

Sato-Nixon Communiqué
EXPO ’70 opens in Osaka.

Okinawa returned to Japanese sovereignty by
the United States.

China-Japan Joint Communiqué of 1972
issued; it announces the establishment of
diplomatic relations.

Oil crisis

Lockheed Scandal

New Tokyo International Airport opens.
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1979

1981

1988

China-Japan Peace and Friendship Treaty
signed.

Enshrinement of war criminals at Yasukuni
Shrine comes to light.

Japanese children left in China after the
war come to Japan for first time in search of
relatives.

Recruit Scandal

Heisei period (1989- )
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1989

1990
1992

1993
1994

1995

1996
1997

1998

1999

2000

Death of Emperor Showa; accession of
Emperor Akihito

Structural Impediments Initiative Talks
between the United States and Japan begins.

Formal enthronement of Emperor Akihito.

Law on Cooperation in United Nation
Peacekeeping Operations passed by the Diet.

Non-LDP coalition government is formed.
Political reform bills pass in the Diet.

Qe Kenzaburo awarded the Nobel Prize for
literature.

Kobe Earthquake
Sarin gas attack on Tokyo subway
HIV-tainted blood scandal

Nursing care insurance system comes into
being.

Kyoto Global Warming Conference

Basic law on reform of central ministries
comes into being.

North Korean “Taepodong” missile lands off
Sanriku coast.

Laws on disclosure of information and
guidelines come into being.

Nursing care insurance system begins.
Launch of Financial Services Agency.
2000-yen note issued.

Kyushu/Okinawa summit
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2001

2002

2003

2004

Massive volcanic eruption on Miyakejima
Island.

Ministry restructuring into Cabinet Office
plus twelve ministries and agencies.

Maritime SDF travels to Indian Ocean to
support U.S. forces.

Revised PKO law comes into being.

Japan and Korea co-host World Cup soccer
games.

Launch of Juki Net resident registration
system.

North Korea returns five abductees to Japan.
Tohoku Shinkansen track opens between
Morioka and Hachinohe.

Nobel Prizes in Physics and Chemistry
awarded to Koshiba Masatoshi and Tanaka
Koichi.

SARS, a new form of pneumonia, rages in
Asia.

Miyazaki Hayao's Sen to Chihiro no
Kamikakushi wins Academy Award.

Launch of Japan Post as a public corporation.

Imports of U.S. beef suspended following
outbreak of BSE.

Outbreak of bird flu

SDF dispatched to assist in reconstruction of
Iraq.

Kyushu Shinkansen line opens.

Chinese land illegally on Uotsuri Island in
the Senkaku Islands.

Display of total price including consumption
tax becomes compulsory.

Two Japanese nationals killed in Iraq.

Mt. Asama erupts.
Niigata Earthquake

Princess Sayako (Norinomiya) becomes
engaged to Kuroda Yoshiki.
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