The crushing of Christian socialism in modern Japan (roughly 1890-1945) was a
deliberate process by the state, aiming to remove a potent blend of Western
individualism, social critique, and pacifism that was deemed incompatible with Japanese
imperial ideology and emerging militarism. This movement, which briefly flourished, was
marginalized through state surveillance, the rise of State Shinto, ideological conflict with
Marxism, and the ultimate pressures of war.

Key factors in the suppression of Japanese Christian socialism include:

o The Conflict with Imperial Ideology: Following the 1890 Imperial Rescript on
Education, Japanese nationalism grew centered on the Emperor and State
Shinto. Christian socialists were targeted because they often placed their loyalty
to a higher religious authority above their obedience to the state, resulting in
accusations that they could not be truly "Japanese".

e The Uchimura Kanzo Lése-Majesté Incident (1891): Uchimura, a leading
Christian thinker, hesitated to bow fully to the Imperial Rescript, leading to his
condemnation. This incident effectively marked Christians as disloyal and started
the systematic marginalization of Christian leaders who sought to critique state
policy.

e« The Russo-Japanese War and Militarism (1903-1905): During this period, the
Christian socialist movement, which had been gaining traction among
intellectuals and social workers, was forced into silence. Many Christian leaders
who had originally cooperated with secular socialists in opposing the war were
alienated by the influx of violent, anti-religious Marxist rhetoric, causing a split
within the left-wing movement.

« The Peace Preservation Law (1925): The state passed this law to specifically
target and suppress socialism, anarchism, and communism, with Christian
socialists often caught in the dragnet. This severely inhibited the ability of
Christian groups to advocate for labor rights or social change.

« Isolation and "Spiritualizing" of Christian Socialism: In the 1920s and 30s,
as the state tightened its grip, many Christian socialists were forced to move
away from direct political activism (socialism) towards more "safe" spiritual or
"non-church" (mukdyokai) movements, effectively removing them from the
political arena.

o The "Reverse Course" Post-1945: While the U.S. Occupation (GHQ) abolished
the Peace Preservation Law, they also used Christianity as an anti-communist
force, suppressing left-wing Christians (Red Purge) who did not adhere to the



conservative, democratic model, thus creating a different kind of
"marginalization" of socialist Christianity in the post-war era.

Key figures like Abe Isoo, known for organizing labor and promoting socialism,
and Kinoshita Naoe, who wrote on social injustice, were sidelined by these pressures,
with their focus shifting from active political struggle to internal reflection or educational

work.



