CHAPTER VIIIL.

Soldiers— Military Sporta—The Earl of Derby left in Pawn in France—Rectors—
John de Winwick—Litigation of De Winwick—Chaddesden, Rector pro tem.—
Dawn of the Reformation—Trade and Prosperity of the Borough—Latin and
English of New Charter.

-

OST men who have distinguished themselves have had to fight the battle of
life, often againet dreadful odds, and so, too, countries that have been raised
to the highest eminence of civilisation and peaceful prosperity have had to

wade through blood to their national luxuries Tt has been so with Britain. At
this period of our history the English sword, either at home or abroad, and sometimes
both, was generally unsheathed and in active use, and, consequently, there was little
commercial advancement, for war and commerce are not a simultanecusly progrossive
pair. A youth at the critical period of life when character begins to form, when
he seems to be passing from boyhood to manhood, is amazed at the daily discovery
of his own physical strength which he delights to display. Before this period any
tasto displayed in his dress, or address, has not been his own, but the result of parental
training or example; but then he assumes to have a taste of his own, and devotes as
much time to the adornment of his muscular limbe as the coquette does to her
bewitching face. His physical ability is the pride of his soul, and his mind is
specially fixed on athletic sports, for the young man justly rejoices in his strength.
At s similar stage of national existence bed our country now arrived. Englishmen
had just discovered their national strength, were proud of their prowess, and lost
no opportunity of displaying their valour. The advancement of civilisation and
mental culture were represented only by the advanced few, and the nation, a8 a
whole, thought of valour, honour, and pageantry. These were to be reaped on the
battle-field alone, and the humblest soldier’ might, if opportunity presented itself,
distinguish himself as much 'as his general, for whole armies were not then guided
like units or machines, as in the present day. In a military career alone could
distinction be attained, and, as men have some ambition, so all men looked to war
for glory. The national feeling ran in & military groove, mot for the love of war
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but of glory, the illusionary frmit of war. The games of the children in every
snd hamlet were of s competitive and bellicose nature. Every playground

was & battlefield, where each brave batile was again and aguin lost and won

Men in the prime of life rejoiced in war. Old men who had scen active service

and bhad tales to tell were heroes and warriors whom youth delighted to honour.

Every man was a soldier. Fighting, moreover, was better paid for than labour,
because there was & greater demand for fighting material, and the spoils of war were the
perquisites of the soldiern. The Earl of Derby himself got eight shillings s day; every
knight two shillings a day; every esquire s shilling; every bowman on bhorseback
sixpence, and every ordinary bowman on foot fourpence. Bat the excitements of war
were greater than these penurious payments, for then the fortunes of battle depended
on the prowess of individual men, and there iz no greater glory for half-civilised men
than in displaying their valour and personal courage in feata of strength and war.
Enemies were attacked in the field, towns besieged and countiea invaded, so
frequently and persistently, that a large portion of most Englishmen's lives was spent
in military service. -

The quiet intervals st sieges were filled up by barbarous sports, when the
knighta “played” for the chiefs at the game of Death. A liking for sports always
has been, and will be an English characteristic On one occasion, during a siege,
Lord Derby begged the “ Flower of Chivalry” (Bir William Douglas, the Knight of
Liddlesdale,) to run three courses, or have three jousts, with him, when the Istter
was wounded by a splinter from his own lance, snd was unable to carry om the
interesting contest. On another occasion such an entertainment lasted for three days,
with twenty om either side, when three of the knights who catered for this
amusement were killed—two of them being Lancashire men—and several others
severely wounded (1341).

Kings, in olden times, were terrestrial gods, and subjects their willing slaves or
guardian angels. The king of England bad raised money by every legal and illegal
method his advisers could devise, pawned his crowns in France, send yet he was in
debt to the extent of a quarter of a million sterling What & moral downfall and
humilistion it is for even a poor labourer to have to resort to the pawnshop with
his household goods for means to obtain a scanty subsistence. In by the back-door
he stealthily elinks, whilst oppressed by the conscious feeling that he is no worthy
member of society. A man who is neither able nor willing to pay his just debts
resorta to the most humiliating schemes of evasion. It is then he makes himself familiar
with the lanes and byeways of the town, for the very appearance of an homest
tradesman raises feelings of self-condemnation within him, The English king was
bunted by his creditors, who kept a strict watch on him, and wounld not let him
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out of their sight without great security. The more deeply he was involved the more
reckless he became. Every courtier was impoverished by his borrowing, The Earl of
Derby was his most faithful follower, and consequently was the greatest sufferer.
The Earl, however, was accustomed to this sort of degradation, for he had omoe
before been left in France as security for hir sovereign's debts. Never, however,
was the king so deeply involved as now, being literally & prisoner in France, with
his creditors for gaolers. It so happened that his presence in England had become
an sbeolute necessity, but to pay his debts was an impossibility, and so in 1340 he
ignobly absconded from his French creditors with his Queen, and left the Earl of
Derby in pawn for his obligations.—(Livea of the Derbys).

The castle of a baron was a fortification and the nucleus of a town. The Earl
of Derby was one of the most powerful, and, cousequently, one of the most popular
of the local barons, Within the walls of his castle many houses were built for the
accommodation of his nmumerous retainers. At this period, too, the neighbouring
town, Ormskirk, though not so old as Wigan, had yet a larger population. These
were the sources whence the Earl easily mustered hie forces when the exigencies of
the time demanded.

In 1345, the year before Crecy, a proclamation was issued by the Bheriff of
Lancashire, at the King’s command, saying that the Earl of Derby wea again to set
out for France, and that those who wished to join him should at once doso. Many
from Wigan and the neighbourhood joined him, as well as those who were logally
bound to follow him. He arrived in France with 300 knights, 600 men-at-arms,
and 2,000 bowmen, and scon atiecked and took Bergeruc, against great odds. The
Lancashire forces always distinguished themselves, and were largely represented
throughout the whole of the hundred years' war.

Men of great influence and importance in their own opinion, and often even in
the opinion of their contemporaries, are frequently forgotten in the annala of local
history, in which they have been prominent individuals. Many men in Wigan, whose
wealth or rank has apparently made them indispensable inhabitanta of the borough,
have been altogether unknown to a second generation, and almost forgotten by their
own. No sooner hes the body been buried and the wealth transferred than affection
divorces itself from the very memory. Would-be M.P.s have expended fortunes in
purchasing the good-will of the voters; townsmen have spent their lives in the
service of the town, striving to advance or adorn it; rectors have preached to the ungodly,
wrestled with unbelievers, cundoled with the bereaved, and conscled the dying;
municipal bodies have improved the borough, advanced its interests, and added to
the comforts of the inhabitents; energetic and speculative tradesmen have provided
# means of subsistence for numerous families; philanthropista have relieved the
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temporary necessities of the poor, and doctors ameliorated the sufferings of the
diseased, snd yet the very names of many of these benefactors are forgotten, or their
names and deeds are merely recorded on scraps of parchment and duly buried in the
borough-bin of antiquities. ~For & whole century the names of the rectors are
unknown. Not & mayor's name is recorded until the end of the mixteenth century.
Of many rectors the names alone are known. In the few documents preserved so
little is recorded that many of them might have been men who merely existed in
Wigan, and yet they must have had considersble power, and each must have done
something worthy of record either by way of example or warning. Robert de
Langeton, the Rector, presented John de Craneno to the Parish Church in 1344, who,
baving been rector for about six years, was succeeded by John de Winwick, on the
presentation of the king (Ed. IIL) Of Craneno I have been able to find nothing of
importance, but of his successor mot a little is known.

In the long reign of Edward IIL three dreadful pestilences visited England,
and especially in the first (1349) Wigan euffered dreadfully. The inhabitants, in
common with other towns, seemed to care nothing for cleanliness. Offal and dirt
not only lay in heaps before every door, but the houses themselves displayed the
bad taste and filthy habits of the residents. The offal from the shambles waa
carelessly thrown to dogs in the road or carried through the streeta and pitched
into the Douglas. Filthiness everywhere seemed to invite the germs of the dreadful
epidemic, then raging over Europe, to linger in the town. The harvest of the
previous year had been destroyed by dreadful torrents of rain, and the poor, already
famine-stricken, were unable to batile against the seeds even of ordinary disease.
When the European plague did come, like an insatiable monster, it mowed down
whole families of rich and poor, and people became so destitute of homan feeling,
sympathy, and virtuous bravery, and so alarmed at the dreadful ravages of grim
death, that they would neither venture near nor help the plague-stricken, even when
they were those who had formerly been their nearest and dearest friends. Parents
fled from the houses in which their stricken children lay, friends hurried to the
country, and hid in the neighbouring woods from friends who writhed in the short
but dresdful agonies of death. Almost every household suffered, and it seemed to
many that the time had come when all men must die, and thus many, believing
their lifetime to be short, determined to make it a recklessly happy ome, and so,
without any appearance or pretension of morality, they lived like insatiable wild
beasts that neither knew nor feared a hereafter. The dead lay rotting in the streets
and in houses, while drunken men prowled about, plundering, cursing, and doing all
manner of evil

When mischief comes, and damage ia done, people are more anxious to find a
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‘scapegoat than to discover the cause and apply the stringent remedy. That scapegoat
is almost invariably the wrong person. Unprincipled people in power have neither
difficulty nor scruple in laying the blame of wrong on the shoulders of subordinates.
Bo it was in superstitions times when calamities visited individuals or nations.
When the black death ravaged England people believed it to be the direct visitation
of Providence for people’s extravagance in dress, and especially for the wearing of
long-toed shoes. Enthusiasts managed to persuade the legislators that the divine
vengeance was because of the cloth of gold, furs of sables, velvet, ermine, and shoes
with long pikes, ond an Act was passed accordingly regulating the apparel of peer
and peasant. There was no thought of sanitary reform, nor attempt at persomal,
burghal, or national cleanliness. The people had been overpowered, doctora were
helpless, the population succumbed as to an inevitable fate, while the religious part
of them devoted themselves to superstitious prayers of faith without works, forgetful
that God only helps those who help themselves

The demands for labourers after the pestilence were so great that, feeling
somewhat independent, workmen refused to work, except on their own terms, and,
consequently, stringent laws were made to enforce them to do requisite work st
parliamentary rates, which, if they still refused to do,-they were ordered to be put
into the stocks, and for the enforcement of this law stocks were ordered to be made
in every town where they did not already exist. Wigan was already provided, and,
being ons of the populous towns of Lancashire where labourers were plentiful, no
doubt the stocks were frequently occupied.

The Rectory of Wigan was always a rich living, and yet in olden times it was
generally one only of the many benefices held by the rector. Many of the Wigan
rectors were the greatest pluralists of their age. John de Mansel was the greatest
of his time, and now John de Wynwick, and even his locum fenens, Henry de
Chaddesdon, were notorious pluralistaa. De Wynwick was actively devoted to- the
king’s service, and honours and wealth were literally heaped upon him, He was
Chaplain to Edward IIL, Warden of the Chapel of Clitheroe Castls, Rector of
Wigan, and Treasurer of Yorkminster (Raine’s MS,, Fasti Eborac.); and also held
stalls mt Lichfield, Balishury, Wells, and Chichester, and was Prebendary of the
Prebend of All Baints' in Hungate, in the Cathedral of Lineoln. On November
27th, 1342, he ia mentioned as Deputy-constable of the Tower of London (Foedera, vol.
IL, p. 1215).  Glorious, but barren victories had been gained in France, and favourites
of the warlike king were allowed to follow him to the field, although they could mot
wield the sword. On June 20th, 1345, John de Wynwick was privileged to follow
the king there. This was just one year before the eelebrated victory of Crecy, at
which he may have been present, for even one whole year was not considered
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much by him to leave his many flocks and ecclesiastical livings without a shepherd
and & master.

In March of the year following the national calamity (1349) De Wynwick was
nominated by the king, as patron of Wigan, to be instituted as rector there by the
Bishop of Lichfield ; but the right of the Crown to the advowson was disputed, and
Bir Robert de Langeton claimed to be the patron of the parish by right of his
marriage with the heiress of the Banestres, Barons of Newion, who had undouhiedly
been the patrons of Wigan. The case of the King v. de Langeton was a whole year
before the Courts, and De Langeton failed to establish his claim ; the verdict in
favour of the Crown was recorded, and the bishop was again requested to institute the
king's ‘“beloved clerk, John de Wynwick,” to the benefice ; still the bishop refused,
but he was finally instituted by letters patent, dated Windsor, 26th April, 24th
Edward III. This was reversed in 1356, and Langeton’s claim confirmed ; but de
Wynwick held the living all the same until his death on the 10th July, 1359,
During the litigation he never sought to derive any benefit from the living, but
held it in his power (until a settlement was arrived at) by appointing as his lecum
tenens Henry de Chaddesdon, Canon of Lichfield, a zealous, active, and devoied loyal
subject, with livings all over the country.

The new rector was a more useful politician than zealous priest, and was more
frequently engaged in the duties of ambassador for his country than those of the
cure of souls The service of the king came before the duties of his Church. The
Beotch, at the instigation of the French, had made several futile efforts to throw off
the English yoke, and to take vengesnce for the past; but at Neville'’s Cross their king
was taken prisoner in 1346, and kept in the Tower of London for eleven years.
Negotiations were entered into to bring about peace between the two countries, and
de Wynwick was ono of the commissioners appointed to meet the Beots for that
purpose at Newcastle-on-Tyne, and that two months before he was canonicslly
instituted Rector of Wigan. He seema to have spent the remaining eight years of
his life in Wigan. In July, 1352, the Dean and Chapter of York sent him to
the king to announce the death of Archbishop Zouché, and to obtain his licence
to enable them to elect the archbishop’s successor, and in the last year of his life
he is mentioned as Keeper of the King's Privy Seal (Foedera, vol IIL, 452, and
Raine's MS., Festi Eborac.) He founded and endowed a chantry out of his great
wealth in the Church of Huyton, ordering that his soul should be prayed for once
8 year for ever.

The three hundred years’ war was waging in France. There the bravest Englishmen
were distinguishing themselves and winning renown for their country, every town
of which was being drained of funds to keep the battle going. The first dawn of
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the Reformation was visible and people were lomging for civil, political, and religious
fresdom. Men had come to the conclusion that, as slavea of their fellows, they
were not fulfilling their mission on earth. They were willing to make any bargain
with their king for liberty, and they were equally ready to take advantage of the
alightest embarrassment to purchase their freedom by sssisting him with funda
They wanted greater liberties to buy and sell, and protection against outaide
competitions and disastrous monopolies. They had submitted to illegal taxes till
they could bear no longer, and murmurs of ill-omened discontent were heard in every
town. They were proud of their national victories, and yet unanimously raised a ery
for some reward in return for their devoted shedding of blood.

The charter of 1349 (Edward ITL) gave very much extended powers and
liberties to the parson and people. In this mew charter the rector is for the firat
time styled the “lord of the borough” In it special mention is made of the
delinquencies of the parson and people, and of the forfeiture of the charter now
confirmed to De Wynwick as a special mark of royal affection, and for his faithfuol
and laborious obsequiousness. Royalty is willing to let byegones be byegones, and
to forget and forgive all past offences; forgiveness being commemorated in these
words :—

“We have granted for us and our heirs that, although the same John or his predecessors, parsons
of the said Church and Lorde of the Borough, or the sforesaid burgesses, or their antscessors or
predecessors, hitherto have not used the liberties and guittances in the said Charter contained, or any
of them, or the same Borough ; and the liberties aforesaid, or any of them, may have been as it were
forfeited, or also becoms of abuse or of non-claim of thoss liberties, or otherwise howsoever, may have
bean taken into the hands of us or any of our progenitors before the Justices lmst itinerant in the
County of Lancaster or cother Justices whomsoever of ua or our progenitors in whatsoover time past
neverthaless, the eame John and his successors, parsons of the said Church and Lords of the Borough
aforesaid, may have that Borough, with all the liberties to a free Borough belonging, and also all and
singular liberties and quittances in the said Charter contained and specified for themselves and their
Burgessas of that Borough for ever, and for the future may fully enjoy and nse them.™
From that charter we learn that Wigan had become & very important market-town.
These markets were not merely for the accommodation of country people in order
that they might anpp.l']r themselves with provisions. During them even merchants of
the town had to shut their places of business and buy and sell in the booths of the
market. All sales and purchases had to be effected within a limited time, else
both buyers and sellers were subject to a fine, and sometimes to the confiscation of
their commodities  Travelling merchants with caravans, after the Oriental fashion,
went from market to market supplying the local merchants with the requisite
merchandise and buying up the provincial produce for selling in other towna Thus
were goods brought wholesale to Wigan, purchased Ly the local dealers, and retailed to
their customers. The travelling merchants, or foreigners, as they were called, seemed
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to the inhabitant burgesses, who never dreamt of the true laws of political economy,
to have by far the best of the bargain, for, although supplying them with what they
wanted, they were grieved to find them carry the money out of the town, apparently to
the loss both of themselves and their lord of the manor, The Merchant Guild took
the matter into consideration, and imposed duties of protection which were afterwards
levied by the rector. This Merchant Guild, which was really the original Corporation
of the town, regulated mercantile transactions, and to them this power, already
assumed by them, was legally granted by the charter. But thers was a greater
privilege in the charter than this. These Wigan burghers already discovered that, if
they did not look after their business, their business would not look after them.
Like honest, hard-working men, who were anxious to prosper, they grumbled at being
called away, often at their busiest times, to consider or judge the ecdnduct of a
scoundrel, and much more did they grumble when cantankerous people by some petty
compleint summoned them to court. It was a grievous, vexatious, and expensive
thing when this happened in Wigan ; but it was much more so when geveral days were
thus wastefully spent in Lancaster, and that either to judge or be judged by strangers.
This new charter freed the Wigan burgesses from such burdens and harassing cares.
‘They were neither to be tried at Lancaster nor summoned there as jurors, and this,
of course, necessitated more active legislation in Wigan. They were to judge, fine,
condemn, and rule themselves, except where more than local law was offended.
The merchants, weavers, fullers, dyers, horners, and tanners of the town, with the
rector at their head, were to be their own rulers Their previous loyalty and
progperity were acknowledged, and extended confidence and power given them. Fower
was given to settle their own quarrels; to arrange mercantile differences; to fix and
impose fines on offenders, and to enforce the keeping of covenants and contracta
Of course, the rector was still lord of the town, but the burgesses had their charters
defining accurately his powers and their liberties, which latter became more extensive
in every charter, either for services dome to the nation, or by pm]:su? from the
rector, who yet received Frankpledge from all his tenanta and punished offenders in
his own gaol, and detained those felons who had been committed by the burgesses
to take their trial at the Lancaster assize. By this charter of 1349 a borough seal
was ordained to be used in confirmation of acts done by the Corporation. It
consisted of two pieces, the greater part of which was to remain in the custody of
the mayor, or keeper of the horough, and the lesser piece in the safe keeping of
a clerk appointed by the Crown.
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St EDWARDI II1.

“Edwardus Dei gratis Rex Anglim et Francim ot Dominus Hibernim Archispiscopis Episoopis
Abbatibus Prioribus Comitibus Baronibus Justiciariis Vieocomitibus Prempositis Ministris et omnibug
Ballivis st Fidelibus suis Salutem : Inspeximus Cartam Confirmationis Domini Edwardi nuoper Regis
Anglim patris nostri in hme Verba Edwardus Dei gratia Rex Anglim Dominus Hibernim ot Dux
Aquitannim  Archiepiscopis Episcopia Abbatibos Prioribus Comitibus Baronibus  Justiciariis
Vicecomitibus Prepositis Ministria et omnibus Ballivis ot Fidelibus suis Salutem : Inspeximus Cartam
quam celebrisa memorie Dominus Henricus gqoondam Rex Anglim Avus noster fecit Johannd
Mansal dudum Parsone FEoclesie de Wygan in hwmo Verba:—Henricus Dei gratin Rex
Anglis Dominus Hibernim Dux Normsonim Aquitannis et Comes d'Andes Archispiscopis
Episeopia Abbatibus  Prioribus- Comitibus  Baronibus Justiciarils Vicecomitibus Prepositia
Ministris et ommnibus Ballivis ot Fidelibus suils Salutem: Sciatis nos concessisse et hac Carta
nostra confinnasse et nobis et Heredibua nostria dilecto et fideli nostro Johanni Mansel Parsons Ecclesie
de Wygain quod Vills sus de Wygsyn Burgue ait imperpetuum et quod Burgenses ejusdem Burgi
habeant Gildam Mercatoriam cum Hansa et aliis libertatibus et liberis consuetudinibus ad Gildam illam
pertinentibus Et quod nullus qui non it de Gilda ills Mercandiram aliquam in preedicto Burgo facist
nizi de voluntate sorundem Burgensium Concessimus etiam eisdern Burgensibos et eorum Hemredibus
quod habeant Soke et Sak et Thol, et Theam, st Attachiamentum infra Burgum predictum ee
Infangenthef et Utfangemthef, ot quod guisti sint per totam Terram nostram et par omnes portus Marit
do Thelonio Lestagio Paasagio Pontagio et Stallagio Et quod nullum Secutionem Comitstunm sen
Wapentachiorum faciant de Tenuria suis quas tenent infra Burgum predictom—Concessimus etiam
eisdem Burgensibus et sorum Heredibus quod guicungue Mercatores petisrint Burgum predictum cum
Mercandisis suis de gquocungue loco fuerint mive extranel sive alli qui de pace nostra fuerint vel de
ILicentis nostra in terram nostram venerint salvo et secure ad preedictom Burgum venisnt cum
Mercandinis suis ot ealvo ibidam morentur ot salve inde recedant {aciendo inde rectas et debitas
Consuetudines Prohibemus etiam ne quis preedictis Burgwosibus injuriam vel dampoum seu molestism
faciat super forisfacturam nostram decem Librarum.—QUARE volumus et firmiter precipimue pro nobis
ot Heredibus nostris quod predicta Villa de Wygayn liber Burgus sit imperpetuum et quod predicti
Burgenses habeant predictam Gildam merestoriam cum Hansa et cum aliis Libertatibus ot liberis
Consuetudinibis ad Gildam illsm pertinentibus et quod hsbeant omnes aliss libertates et libares
Conmetndines et Quistantias siout predictum est:—Hujus Testibua Ricarde Comite Cornubenze fraire
nostro, Rogero de Pygot Comite Norfolconss, Petro de Saband, Willhelme de Ferrariia, Radulpho Fit
Nichol, Willhalme ds Cantilupo, Johanne de Pleaset, Paulino Peyner, Roberto deo Mustengros,
Bartholommo Peche et alits. Datum per Manum nostram spud Wodestok vicesimo sexto die Aungusti
Anno Regni nostri Septimo.—Noa autem Concessionss et Confirmationes predictas et ratas habentes ot
gratas esa pro nobis of Heredibus nostris quantum in nobis est dilecto Clerico nostre Johanni de
Winewyk nuno Parsonse FEoclesis predicte et Domino Burgi pradicti et Successoribus suis Parsomia
ejusdem Eoclesim ot Dominis Burgi illins pro se et Burgensibus suis ejusdem Burgi concedimus e
confirmamus sicot Carta predicta rationabiliter testatur—Preterea ob Affectionem specialem quam ad
preefatum Johannem preteriti fidelis ot laboriosi Obsequii per ipsum & longo tempors nobis impensi
gerimus et habemus volentes ei uberiorem (Gratiam facers in hac Parte concessimus pro nobis et
Hmredibns nostris quod lickt idem Johannes vel Predecessores sui Parsonm dicte Eeclesim et Domini
Bargi illius aut prefati Burgenses seu sorum Antecessorss vel Presdecessores Libartatibus et Quistanciia
in dicta Carta contentis seu earum aliqus hactenus usi non fuerint seu idem Burgus et Libertatea
predictse vel earum alique coram Justiciariis ultimo itinerantibue in Comitstu Lancastrie sen aliis
Justiciariia nostris vel Prugenitorum nostrorum quibuscunque quocunque tempore praterite in Manus
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nostras sut alirujus Progenitorum nostrorum prehendantur tanquam forisfacti sen etism propter Abosum
vel Nonclamium Idbertatum illarum aut alio quovis modo capti fuissent, idem tamen Johannes et
Buccessores sui Parsonse dictm Ecclesim of Domini Burgi predicd Burgum illum oum ommibus
Libertatibus ad liberum Burgum spectantibus necnen omnes et singulss Libertstes et Quictanciss in
dicta Carta ocontentas ot specificatas pro se et eorum Burgensibus Burgi illius imperpetuum habeant
gisque de cetero plene gaudeant et utantur Et etinm imperpetuum habeant omnes sliss Libertates et
libarea Consuetudines quas idem Joh sut Pred es sui pro so of Burgensibus suis predictis
retroactis temporibug in Burgo predicto et alibi usi sunt rationsbilitur et gavesi sine (ocamions vel
Impedimento nostri vel Hmredum nostrorum Justiciorum Executorum Vieecomitum Ballivorum seu
Ministrorum nostrorum sut aliorom quorumeungue concessimus etiam pro nobis st Heredibus noetris et
bae Oarta nostra confirmavimus preefato Johanni quod ipse et Successorsa sul Parsone Ecclesis illius et
Domini Burgi predicti imperpetuom babeant Vieum Franci Plegii de omnibus hominibos et Tenentibus
suis in dicto Burgo et libertatibus ejusdem ac aliis ibidem residentibos cum ompibus ad hojusmodi
Visum spectantibng sive pertinentibue et quod iidem bhomines tenentes et residentss quieti sint
imperpetuom de Turnis Vieecomitum et quod ad eandem Tuwrpam de emtero venire non temeantur nec
ad hoo aligna litera compellantur et quod idem Johannes et Successores sui preedicti habeant
imperpetunm Cognitionss omnium placitorum per Ballivos suocs ibidem tam, videlicat, des Tarris
Tenementis ot Redditibos infra dictum Burgum et libertatem ejusdem existentibus quam de
Transgressionibus Convencionibus Contractibus et Querelis infrs ecedem Burgum et Libertatem
emergentibus sive factin ac etiam placitorum Assisarum de Tenuris infra dietum Burgum et Libertatem
sjusdem que coram nobis et Heredibus nostris ac Justiciariis nostris et Heredum nostrorum ad Asaisas
in Comitatu Lancastri:s capiendum sasignatis arrannari contingant Necnon Flacitorum de Vetito Namio
ot aliorum Placitorum ibidem emergentivm quoruncungue Et quod Justiclarii et alii quicunque coram
quibus hujusmodi placita fuerint seu hujusmodi sssisss arrannari contigerit, cum cogniciones sorundem
placitorum st mssizgarum ex parte prefati Johannis vel successorum suorum predictorum petite fuerint
hoo eis sine difficultate allocont ot brevia originalis ac processus, si qui inde habiti foerint, eis wvel
ballivia suis predictis facisnt liberari Et quod puollus burgensis dicti burgi predicti vel aliua residens in
sodem placitetur wel implacitetur coram nobis vel bsmredibne nostris sut aliquibue  justiciariis
vieecomitibus seu ministris nostris vel heredum noetrorum extrs burgum preedictum de terris et
tenementis que sunt in burge illo nec de tranagressionibus conventionibus contractibos seu qumrelis in
eodem burgo emergentibus seu de aliquibus ibidem ortum habentibus set omnis hujusmodi placits et
querels que coram nobis vel hmredibus nostris sut justicinriis nostris de banco vel aliis justiciariis sen
ministris nostris quibuscunque seu etiam in comitatu vel alibi summoneri contigit vel sitachisri extra
dictum burgum vel infra placitands coram ballivis parsons dicte ecclesim qui pro tempore fuerint st
non aliis infra eundem burgum placitentur et summonentur Et quod idem ballivi fines ot amerciamenta
ibidem coram eisdem facta ot adjudicata ad opur predicti Johannis et successorum suorum predictorom
levare Necnon de o«nnibus coram eis recuperatia sive recognitis et de dampnis coram als sdjudicatis
exeoutionss facere possint infra predictum burgum et libertstem ajusdem absqus oocasions wel
impedimento cujuscunque et quod burgenses burgi illius de placitis infra predictum burgun emergentibus
sou stinm de aliquibus ibidem factis aut perpetratis non convineantur per forinsecos set solummods per
comburgenses misi placita ills tangant noa vel hmredes nostroa sen parsenam ecclesim preedicte aut
communitatam burgi predicti :—Praterea, ad maliciam quorsneungue malefactorum infra dictom burgum
seu libertatern ejusdem delinquentium melius et celerius cobercendum, concessimus pro nobis et
heredibus nostris et hac carta nostra confirmavimus prefato Johsoni et successoribus suis parsonis
sceleim predicte quod de omnibus exeessibus oppressionibus extorsionibus conspirationibug confedora-
tionibus gravaminibus quibuscunque infra eosdem burgwn et libertatem perpetratis et emergentibus ipee
et succossores sui predicti per seneschallos sou ballivos sucs et alios per ipsce ad hoo deputandos
habsant potestatem inquirendi (quoties opus fuerit) et ad endem tam ad sectam partis quam alils ex
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offido sudiendum st terminandumn et axecutionee in de faciendum secundum legem et commustodinem
Regni nostri Et per forinsecos de hujusmodi malefactis infra dictos burgum seu libertatem perpetratis
deincepa contigerit aliquos in hujusmodi casibus impetiri sen indieari per pressntationss indicamenta
aut inquisitionee coram vicecomitibus justiciariis sut aliis ministris nostris vel heredum nostrorum
quibuscunque statim postquam tales malefactorss axtra dictom burgum per ministros nostros vel
heeredum nostrorum  hujusmedi capti fuerint aheque difficultats aliquali deliverent hujusmodi
preesentationss indicamenta sive inquisitiones una cum malefactoribos sic captis ministria dicti Johannis
et suocessoribus et sucoessorum sunorum quandocungue dicti ministri nostri et heredum nostrorum per
ballivos ejusdem Johannis et sucoessorum sucrum inde requisiti foerint ad audiendas et terminandss in
curia dicti Johannis et successornm suorum preedictorum infra burgum predictum fta gued vicecumites
justiciarii sut alii ministri noetri vel heredum nostrerum de nulla re infra dictum burgum seu libertatem
sjusdem emergente proterguam de felonfis ae intromittant sed quod dictus Johannes et wuocessores sui
parsonm scclesie preedictse per ministros suos supradictos habeant cognitionam ommnium et singulorum
suprs dictorum adeo plens sicut noa habere debwremus uns cum exitibus foriafactis amercismentis finibus
ot redemptionibus in hujurmodi casibus emergentibus imperpstunm Folumus insuper et concedimus pro
nobia ot heredibus nostris qued idem Johannes et successores sui parsonm ecclesim preedicte per
ministron suos supradictos habeant potestatem inquirendi (quoties opus fuerit) de quibuscungue faloniis
infra burgum et libertatem predictss perpetratis et falones hujusmodi capiendi et arrestandi carceriqua
parsonm predicts ibidem mancipandi in ecdom carcere moraturos usque ad primam deliveracionom
gaole nostree ot hweredum nostrorum Lancastrie ita quod tune indictamenta super felonss preedictos sio
fasta uns oum corporibus eorundem falonum mittantur coram justitiariis nostris et hsredum nostrorum
sd guolam predictam deliverandum assignatis ut coram eis justitis inde fiat secundem legem et
consuetudinem regni nostri et nihilominus uwt prefsti burgenses mercandisis suis liberiue et quietiue
intendere valeant concedimus pro mobis et hmredibus nostris quod iidem burgenses et sorum heredes et
Encceasores infra dietum burgum et libertatem ejusdem imperpstuum hane habeant libertatem, videlicet,
Quod ipei vel eorum allqui non ponantur in assisis juratis recogmitionibus seu inguisitionibus alignibus
axtra dictum burgum capiendis sive jurat® ot inguisicionss hujusmodi ad secutionem nostram vel
heredum nostrorum sive aliorum sut aliss ex officio fuerunt capiende—Et inmper cum sd dictum
burgum tam mercatorim gquam aliorum csuss negociatisndi et aliss frequens eit concursus concessimus
pro nobis et heredibus nostria dicte Johanni quod ipss ot sucosssores sui parsonm ecclesism predicts at
domini burgi supradicti imperpetoum habeant in sodem burgo quoddam sigillum de duabus peciia prout
moris est pro mecognitionibus debitorum ibidem juxts formam statutorom pro mercatoribus editorum
sccipiendum et quod major pecia sigilli predicti remanest in custodis majoris vel custodis burgi
privdieti qui pro tempore fuerit vel alicujue privati hominis de majoribus et diserecioribue hominibua
burgi illine ad hoo de sssensu prmfati Johannis vel suecessorom suorum preedictorum eligendi si major
vel custos ibidem non fuerit B gqued minor pecis sigilli predicti remancat in custodis cujusdam elerici
por noa et herodes nostros ibidem ad hoe secundum formam statutorum preedictorum deputandi B¢
quod isdem major eive custos sut alius qui custodiam majoris pecim sigilli preedicti babuerit et clericua
de cstero recognitiones debitorum ibidem recipiant juxts formam statutorum B qued * . . . . . .
axpcutioni rebus demandantibue + . . . . . . de recognitionibus per alicse majores sive oustodea et
claricos hujurmodi alibi infra regoum nostrum Anglie in hujusmodi casibus hactenus Beri consuaverint
—Hujus testibus venerabilibus Patribus J, Wygorn Episcopo Cancellario nostro, 'W. Wynton Episcopo
Thessuraric nostros, Edwardo Princips Wallim Cornubim et . . . . filio nostro charissimo, Henrico
Lancastris, Ricardo Arundel et Wilthelmo Huntyndon Comitibus, Johanne de Gu . . . Betherfmi
Senescalln Hoepitii nostri et aliis—Data per manum nostram apud Westmonssteriom quarto die Augusti
anno regni nostri Anglis vicesimo quarto regni vero nostri Francie undecimo.”

* (Hic) ssx val septem, et t {Hic) quingum vel sox, Verba ob Attritionem pergmmenss, legers non oat.
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%4 EDWARD III

" Edward, by the grace of God, King of England and France and Lord of Ireland, To all
archhishope, bishops, sbbots, priors, sarls, barons, justioes, sheriffs, chief ministers and bailiffs, and his
faithful subjects greeting: We have inspected the charter of confirmstion of the Lord Edward, Ists
King of England, our grandisther, in these words : Edward by the grace of God, King of England,
Lord of Ireland, and Duke of Aguitain, To all archbishops, bishops, abbots, prioms, counts, barons,
justices, sheriffs, chief ministers and bailiffs, snd his faithful subjocts grosting. We have inspected
the charter which the Lord Henry, of remowned memory, formerly King of England, our
grandfather, made to John Mansel, late parmson of the church of Wigan, in these words:
Heary by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, Duke of Normandy,
Agquitain, and Count of Angers. To all warchbishops, bishope, sbbota, priors, earls, barons,
justices, sheriffs, chisf ministers and bailiffs, and faithful subjects gresting. Enow ys that we
have granted and by this our charter confirmed for us and our heirs to our beloved and faithful John
Mansal, parson of the Church of Wigan, that his Vill of Wigan may be a borough for ever, and that
the burgesses of the same borough may have & Guild Merchant, with & treasury and other liberties
and free customs to that Guild belonging, and that no one who is not of that Guild may make any
merchandise in the aforessid borough, unless of the will of the same burgesses. We have alswo granted
to the eame burgesses and their heirs that they may have scke and sak and thol and theam and
attachment within the eaid borough and infangenthef and utfangenthef, and that they may be fres
throughout our whole land and through all the ports of the ses from toll, costom, passags, pontsge,
and stallage, and that they may make no suit of the Counties or Wapentakes comcerning their tentures
which they hold within the borough aforesaid. We have also granted to the same burgesses snd their
beirs, that whatsoever traders shall come to the borongh aforesaid with their merchandises, of whitsoaver
place they shall be, foreigners or others, who shall be of our peace or of our lesve shall come into our
lsnd, may come safely snd securely to the aforessid borough with their merchandises and safely thers
may stay and safely from thence may return by doing thers the right and dus customa; we do also
prohibit that no one may do injury or damage or molestation unto the aforesaid burgesses upon our
forfeiture of £10. Wherefors wa do will and firmly command for us and our heirs that the aforesaid
Vill of Wigan be a haorough for ever, snd that the aforesaid burgesses may have the aforessid Guild
Merchant, with the Hanaper and with the other liberties and free customs to that Guild belonging, and
that they may have sll other liberties and free customs and quittances ss ia aforesaid. Witnessea hereto,
Richard Earl of Cornwall, cur brother, Roger le Pygot Earl of Norfolk, Peter de SBaband, William de
Ferrers, Ralph Fit Nichol, William de Cantilupo, John de Plesset, Paul Peyner, Robert de Mustengros,
Bartholemy Peche, and others, Given by our hand st Woodstock the 26th day of August, in the 30th
year of our reign. And we holding the grants, confirmation, and prohibition aforesaid ratified and in
good part do grant and confirm for us and our heirs a8 much as in us is unto our beloved clerk, Robert
de Clyderhou, now the parson of the church aforesaid, and his successors, parsons of the same church,
and the burgesses of the borough aforesaid, like as the charter aforeeaid ressonably testifies ; and aa the
aforessid Robert and his predecsssors, parsons of the church aforesaid, and the burgessors aforesaid
and their ancoators, have hitharto reasomably used and enjoyed the libertiea aforesaid, from the time
of making the charter aforessid. Witnessss, Gilbert de Clare Earl of Gloucester and Hareford,
Humphrey de Bohun Earl of Hereford and Essex, Adamaro de Valentia Earl of Pembroke, Hugh ls
Despencer, Edmund de Malo Lacu, steward of our household, snd others. Givenm by our hend at the
New Monastery, the Tth day of June, in the Tth year of our meign ; snd we, holding the grants and
confirmations aforeasid ratifisd and agreeable, do grant and confirm them for us and our heirs, as much
a8 in ua is, to our beloved clerk, John de Wynewyk, now the parson of the church aforessid and lord
of the borough aforessid, and his successors, parsons of the same church and lorde of the borough, for
themselves snd their burgesses of the same borough, like as the charter aforssaid reasonsbly testifies.
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Moreover, becauss of the special affoction which we bear and have for the aforesaid John, by reason
of his faithful sod laborious cbeequicusness, by him for o long time bestowed upon us, we belng
willing to do him the more sbundant grace in this behslf, have granted for us and our heirs that,
although the sams John or his predecessors, parsons of the said church and lords of the borough, or
the aforcamid burgesses or their antecessors or predecessors, hitherto have not ussd the liberties and
quittances in the said charter contained or any of them or the same borough and the libertiss aforeesid
or sny of them may have besn as it were forfeited, or also become of abuse, or of nonclaim of those
Hbertisa or otherwise howsoover, may have been taken into the hands of us or any of onr progenitors
bafors the justioss last itinerant in the county of Lancaster or other justices whomsoever of us or our
progenitors in whatsoaver time past; neverthalesa the same John and his snccessors, parsons of the
ﬁdchuwhmdlmdnoiﬂnhmwghdomid,m;hluﬂuthgmghuﬁh-]llbnlihuﬁuhnfm
borough belonging, and also all and singular liberties and quittances in the sald charter contained and
spoecified for themselves mnd their burgesses of that borough for ever, and for the future msy fully
enjoy and use them. And also for ever may have all other liberties and free customs which the same
John or his predecessors aforesald for themselves aod their burgesses aforesaid have ressonably used
and enjoyed in times past in the borough and elsewhere, without the let or hindrance of us or our
bairs, our justicos, executors, sheriffs, bailifs or ministars, or others whomsoever. We have also
granted for us and our heirs and by this our charter have confirmed to the aforesaid John that he and
his sucoessors, parsons of that church snd lords of the borough aforesaid, for ever may have a view of
Frankpledge of all their men and tepsnts in the eaid borough and the lberty thersof and others
there resident, with nll things balonging or pertaining to a view of this lkind. And that the sams
men, tensnts and residents, may be sequitted for ever from the sherifi-turns, and that they may oot
be held to coms to the same turns for the future, nor may thereto in any wise ba compelled. And
that the said John and his sucoessors aforesaid may have for ever cogmisance of all pleas by their
bailiffs thers [that is to say), ss well concerning Iands, tenements, and rents existing within the said
borough snd the libarty thereof, ms comcerning transgressions, covenants, contracts, and complaints
within the said borough and liberty arising or made ; and also of pleas of mssizes concerning tenures
within the said borough and the liberty thersof which shall happen to be arraigned befors us and our
heirs and the justices of ws and our heirs amigned to hold the asmires in the county of Lancaster.
And slso of pleas de vetito nmmio and other pless whatsoever there arising, and that our justices snd
others whomasoever, before whom pless of this sort shall ba or it shall happen that assizes of this sort
shall be arraigned, when the cognisances of thoss pleas snd assizes shall be required on behalf of the
aforesaid John or his suocessors aforssaid may place this to them without difficulty, and may cause the
original writa and processes, if any therein shall have been had, to be delivered to them or their
bailiffs aforesaid. And that no burgess of the said borough or other resident in the same may be
pleaded or impleaded befors us or our heirs or any justices, sheriffs, or ministars of us or our heirs out
of the borough aforesaid, concerning lands and temsments which are in that borough, nor concerning
transgressions, covenants, contracts, or complaints arising in the same borough, or concerning any
things having rise there. But all pleas snd complaints of this sort which shall happen to be
summoned or attached out of or within the said borough to be pleaded before us or our heirs or our
Justices of ths bench or other our justices or ministers whatsoever, and whether also in the county or
alsowhere, may be pleaded and summoned within the said borough before the bailiffs of the parson of
the maid church who shall ba for the time and no others. And that the eame bailiffs may b sbls
within the borough sforesaid and the liberty thereof to levy the fines snd amerciaments made and
adjudged thers before them to the aforesaid John snd his successors aforesaid ; and also to make
recoverisa of amll things recovered or recognisabla befors them, and of ths damages before them
adjudged without the let, right, or hindrance of any one whomsosver. And that the burgeasea of that
borough be mot convicted by foreigmers, but only by their fellow burgesses concerning pleas arising
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within the aforessid borough, or also concerning soy things there done or perpetrated, unless thoss
pleas touch us or our heirs or the parson of the said church or the commumity of the borough
aforesaid. Moreover, for the better and more speady restraining the maliciowmness of whatecaver
malefactorn offending within the maid borough or the Liberty thereof, we have granted for us and our
beirs, and by this our charter have confirmed to the aforesaid John and his succsssors, parsons of the
church aforesaid, that he and his successors aforesaid, by their stewards or bailiffs and others by them
to this to ba deputed, may have power of inquiring as often as need shall be concerning all exccescs,
opprewdims, extortions, conspiracies, confederacies, and other transgressions and grisvances whatscsver
within the same borough and liberty perpetrsted and arising, by virtue of their office, and to hear and
determine the same as wall at the suit of the party s otherwise, and therein to make executions
sccording to the law and customs of our kingdom. And moreover, after that it shall happen that any
foraignerm, in easem of this sort, he impeachad or indicted by presentments, indictments, or inquisitions
before the sheriffs, justices, or other ministers whomssever of us or our beirs whomsoever eoncerning
malafactions of this sort within the said borough or liberty perpetrated, that they may without auy sort
of difficulty, immedistely after such malefactors of this sort shall have been taken out of the said
bornugh by the ministers of ue or our heirs, deliver the presentments, indictments, and inquisitions of
thin wort, together with the malefactirs so taken, to the ministers of the said John and his soccessors
and of their suceessom, whensoever the ministers of ud snd our heirs shall be thereunto required by
the bailifs of the same John and his suecessors, to be heard and detennined in the court of the said
John and his successors aforesaid within the borough aforvsaid ; so that the sheriffs, justices, or other
ministers of us or our hoim may introduce themselves concerning mnothing arising within the said
borongh or liberty thercof lksddes than concerning feloniss. But that the said John and his successors,
pamons of the church aforesid, may have the cognisance of all and singular the abovesaid so fully as
we onght to have togother with the imsnings, forfeitures, amerciaments, fines, and redemptions in cases
of this sort arising for ever, Moreover, we do will and grant for ua and our heirs that the same John
and his successom, paroms of the church sforeasid, by their ministers aforcsaid may have the powsr of
inquiring ns often as nead shall be concerning whatscever felonies within the borough snd liberty
aforesnid porpetratad, and of taking and arresting and of confining, in the prisen of the parson
aforesaid thers, felons of this sort in the same prisvn, to remain until the Gret delivery of the gaol of
us and our heims at Lancaster; so that theo the indictment so made npon the felons aforesaid, together
with the bodies of the pame felons, may be sent forth before the justicss of us and our heirs assigned
to deliver the gaol aforesaid, and that befors them justice may be dome therein mecording to the law
and custom of our kingdom. And nevertheless, that the aforesaid burgesses may be able more freely
and quietly to procsed in thelr merchaodises, we have granted for us and our heirs that the mame
burgueies and their heirs snd successors resident within the said borough snd liberty may for ever
have this liberty (to wit) that they or any of them may not be put in any sesizes, juries, recognitions,
or inquisitions whatsoaver to ba taken out of the said borough, whether the juriea and inquisitions of
this sort shall be to be taken at the suit of us or our heirs or others or otherwise ex officio. And,
tmoreover, wheroas, there has been s frequent concourss at the said borough sa well of merchanta or
others for the sake of trading and othorwise, we have granted for us and our heira to the said John,
that he and his sueccssors, parsons of the church aforesnid and lords of the borough aforesaid, mey for
ever within the ssid borough have a certain seal by us to be ordained of two pieces ss is of custom to
be used for recognisances of debts there according to the form of the statutes published for merchaats,
and that the greatar part of the seal aforesaid may remain in the custody of the Mayor or keeper of
the borough aforeaaid who shall be for the time, or other private man of the greater and more discreet
men of the asid borough to this to be elected of the assent of the aforesaid John and his suocessors
aforesaid, if there shall not be a mayor or keeper thers, and that the lesssr pisos of the said seal may
remaln in the custody of & certain elerk to be deputed by ua there to this according to the form of
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the statutes aforesaid, wnd that the said Mayor or keeper or other parson who shall have the custody
of the greater piece of the seal aforesaid and clerk may for the future receive recognissnces of dabits
there socording to the form of the same statutes, and that* . . . . . to execution, circumstances
so requiringd . . . . . . s herotofore In the like cases respecting recognisances have been usually
done by other Mayors or the like Keepers and Clarks elsewhors within our kingdom of England :—
Witnesses hereof, the Venarable Fathers J. Wygorn, Bishop, our Chancellor ; W, Wynton, Bishop, our
Treasorer ; Ed . . Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall, and Earl of . . . ouwr most dear son;
Henry of Lancaster, Richard Arundel, and William Huntyndon, Earls; Joho de G . . steward of
our housshold, sad others. Given by our hand st Westminster, the 4th day of August, in the dth
year of our reign of England, and in the 11th of our reign of Franoce.
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