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AN ACCOUNT, &ec.

A number of gentlemen of this borough, having taken
into consideration the propriety of ascertaining the right
of the inhabitants to the Elective Franchise, which has
been considered hitherto exclusively vested in a select
number, arrogating to themselves solely the appellation
of burgesses, (whose proceedings, generally, have been
preeminently distinguished by a most earnest and praise-
worthy attention to their own several individual interests,
and a profound disregard to those of the community,)
assembled on Saturday Kvening, the 17th, day of July,
1830, with a view of adopting some measures calculated
to effect the ohject they had had in contemplation.

In consequence of that object not being generally
known, and the number then assembled being inconsi-
derable, it was joadged advisable to adjourn Il the
Monday following, the 19th, in order that, in the mean
time, other gentlemen, who were well known to be de-
cidedly in favour of the measure, might be made ac-
* quainted with the course proposed to be adopted.

On the Monday Evening there was a full meeting of
respectable gentlemen and tradesmen, and the object of
the meeting having been stated from the chair, a provisi-
onal committee was formed, and full power was granted
to it to take such steps as should be deemed pradent and
advisable.
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On the following day the committee issued out an
advertisement, addressed to the inhabitants at large, of
which the following is a copy : —

To the Inhabitants ut large of the Borough of Wigan.

-».0.0--

It is most respectfully intimated to the inhabitants of this
borough, that measures have been taken, and are now in pro-
gress for throwing open the Elective Franchise of the borough,
and that at the ensuing general election TWO GENTLEMEN
of independent principles will offer themselves as candidates
for the representation in parliament of the imhabitants at large.

The inhabitants are therefore most earnestly requested to re-
serve their votes and interest for the present, as in the course
of a few days, the proposed candidates will commence an ac-
tive canvass,

July 20th, 1830.

P _
In the mean time Richard Potter, of Manchester, Esq,.

and James Hardcastle, of Bolton, Esq. were solicited to
offer themselves as candidates to represent the borough.

Having obtained the consent of these gentlemen, a
requisition, signed by the whole committee, and by se-
veral other respectable inhabitants of the town, was pre-
sented to Henry Bullock, Esq. the Mayor, requesting
him to call a public meeting of the inhabitants, to take
into cousideration the best means of throwing open the
‘“ Elective Franchise.”” The Mayor refusing to comply,
the requisitionists therefore determined to call a meeting
themselves, to be Lield on the Monday following.

o

The following is a copy of the requisition, with the
names of the requisitionists, to the Mayor, and the adver-
tisement calling the meeting.

To the Worshipful HENRY BULLOCK, Esq.
Mayor of the Borough of Wigan, in the county of
Lancaster :—
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WE, the undersigned inhabitants of the borough, do
hereby request that you will convene a Public Meeting
of the inhabitants, to be held on Monday next, the 26th
instant, for the purpose of deciding upon the steps to be
taken for throwing open the Elective Franchise: dated
this 21st day of July, 1830.

John Lord James Battersby Thomas Almond
R. Greenough W. A. Greenough ‘Thomas Scott
Franeis Dutton Richard Shaw William Brown
Charles Potter John Aspinall Thomas Byrom
Thomas Cook William Shaw J. Stewart, M, D.
1srael Taylor T. G. Bennett J. F. Taylor
William Potter J. R, Grimshaw Samuel Holt
Joseph Acton George Tennant Thomas Wigan
Thomas Newsham  Wm. Burdekin W. Croudson
Caleb Hiltos Samue) Hiley M. Middieharst
R. Waddington Joseph Varley M. Brown
Richard Fegan Jobn Fisher Thomas Morris
Ralph Leigh Richard Smith James Scolson
R. Hammersley William Hamer Robert Acton
James Hilton George Rice Henry Woods
Richard Tennant George Peck T. Jenkinson
Thomas Latbam George Marsh John Ranson
Law. Marsden Thomas Clare James Hampson
E. Dowson Thomas Coats Samue] Hill

R. Bailey Reece Bevan 'T. Pendlebury
Thomas Moss John Righy J. Middlehurst
W. Burgoyne J. C. Leach William Hall.

The Mayor having declined to convene a public meet-
ing for the above purpose, the requisitionists, therefore,
hereby invite the inbabitants at large to attend and form
a Public Meeting, within the area of the Commercial
Hall, on Monday the 26th July, 1830, at ten o’clock in
the forenoon, for the purpose mentioned in the above re-
quisition. '

Wigan, July 29rd, 1830.
~ OO0

On Saturday, the civil authori{ies apprehensive that
riotous proceedings might occus¥ caused a bill, in the
Mayor’s name, to be printed and posted, summoning
several constables to be in attendance at the place of
meeting to preserve the peace and good order in the
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town. 'T'his notice was considered calculated more to
excite than suppress a breach of the peace, and gave
rise immediately to the following advertisement to be
very numerously circulated.

To the Inkabitanis of the Borough of Wigan.
wor P Q-

An order and command have been posted by the May-
or for certain individuals therein named to attend at the
New Town Hall, on Monday next, ‘“in order to bein
readiness to prevent and suppress all riotous proceed-
ings, if any such muy arise.”” Could not the individu-
als have been quietly summoned by personal service ?
Would not constables so summoned have been quite as
effective as when publicly ordered and commanded ! if
ro, why publicly ordered and commanded 2 1Is it in-
tended to proclaim on the Sunday to the persons flock-
ing into the town, to their respective places of worship,
that it is the opinion of the Mayor of the borough that
riotous proceedings may on Monday be expected ? If
g0, might not such a proclamation be a sufficient cause
of a riotous multitude assembling ! or can it possibly be
that the bullying system is to be attempted, is to be dared
against the inhabitants at large of the borough of Wigan
assembling to claim their just rights ? Has the Mayor is-
sued this order and command of his own accord, or has
some one recommended him to do it? if the latter be the
case what are the motives of the parties? Do they wish
to raise a riot, and thereby give a certain complexion to
the proceedings of Mounday ? Let them be disappointed.
Let every man be peaceable and conduct himself orderly
and rationally, but let no man allow himself to be bulli-
ed or tricked out of the most valuable privilege'a Briton
can enjoy, viz. that of electing his representatives in the
Commons’ House of Parliament.

Wigan, July 24th, 1830.
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In the course of the week was also issued a circular
from the late members to their constituents, of which
the following is a copy :—

TO THE
WORTHY AND INDEPENDENT BURGESSES

Of the Borough of Wigan.

Gentlemen,

The death of his late Majesty having rendered a dis-
solution of the present parliament indispensable, and it being
evident, from the recent proceedings of the ministers of the
crown, that sach dissolution will take place at an early period,
we lose no time in announcing our intention of again offering
ourselves for the honour of representing you.

We have now had the honour of being your representa-
tives in two parliaments, and hope that the manner in which
we have discharged our duty, will entitle us again to your
support.

Should we be so fortunate as to attain, through your
suffrages, the distinguished honour to which we aspire, we
hope, by unremitting attention to our duties, and to the local
interests of the borough and town of Wigan, to prove to you
that your confidence has not been misplaced,

We have the honour to remain,
With great respect,
rentlemen,
Your obliged and faithful Servants,

JAS. LINDSAY.
JAS. ALEX. HODSON.

ikl efopr-

Wigan, July 20th, 1830.

On Monday Morning, July 26th, dt half-past ten
o’clock, J. Hort, Esq. of Bispham Hall, a magistrate
of the county, accompanied by the gentlemen of the
committee formed for carrying into effect the object
of the requisition, entered the Commercial Hall, in
the area of which were assembled to meet them about
3000 of the inhabitants, : ‘
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Mr. Howt having been unanimously called to the
chair, and some other preliminary matters arranged, the
requisition calling the meeting was read by Mr. R. Leigh,
after which the chairman addressed the multitude as fol-
lows:—Gentlemen and fellow-townsmen, unaccustomed
as I am to take part in proceedings of this description,
I must necessarily crave your indulgence, for without
that I must confess that I cannot see my way clearly.
It will, however, be unnecessary for me to detain you
long, as the respective gentlemen who have to propose
and second the resolutions to be submitted to you, will
fully explain the purposes for which you are called toge-
ther. Still, I may venture to affirm, that the principle
object of our assembling is, to endeavour to recover
those rights and privileges which have been so long and
8o unjustly withheld from us (cheers); and to gain a ful]
and fair representation in the Commons’ House of Par-
liament (ekeering renewed.) 1 cannot express whatJ
feel as I could wish, but youmust take my observations,
crude as they are, as the full meaning of my heart. I
hope, gentlemen, we shall not E_ermit any matters of
small moment te distract us from the great object we have
in view, for I am morally certain that if we continue
unanimous and fight the battle manfully, we shall ulti-
mately gain all that we require, and all thatis our right -
(Loud Cheers.) 1 have little more to say, but I hope and
trust that every gentleman will receive a candid and fair
hearing. The eyes of all the manufacturing population
are upon us, and knowing this, it is my sincere wish that
no offence may be given to any one, in short that not a
single sentenee may be uttered this day, but which every
good and honest man will respect. The chairman sat
down amidst thunders of applause.

Mg. ALsToN, in moving the first resolution, said he
was happy in addressing his friends and fellow-towns-
men, on an occasion which was of the highestimportance,
not only in a political point of view, but as it respected
the ‘prosperity of the town. Before he submitted the
resolution which had been placed in his hand, he should
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consider ¢ to be his duty to offer a few preliminary oh-
servations ; and in so doing he would beg to state, that
he should offer no personal disrespect to any individual
who might hear him. It would be his duty, in the first
place, to allude to the constitution of things in this town,
as respected the representatives sent to parliament, which
had existed for some scores—he knew. not how many—
of years; and in mentioniag this matter, it would be
necessary to allude to a body of individuals, many of
whom, however, he considered it to be 2 honour to call
friends, and who, actuated by the most honourable feel-
ings, would hail with rejoicing the emancipation from
that deep and degrading state of thraldom, under which
the borough of Wigan had laboured for so long a time.
(Loud cheers.) 1t was well known that the principle,
that might should prevail over right, was neither just
nor equitable. If mere power were allowed to lord it
over the weak, and the weak should be oppressed merely
becayse they were weak, then- in his opinion, society
could not be in a worse or more debased and miserable
condition. We pitied the weakest part of the brute cre-
ation wheu torn to pieces by the stronger; and if our
Eity was so extended, ought it not to be shewn to that

ranch of the creation which was endowed with intellect
and intelligence, but who were exposed to the attacks of
the great and the powerful, who pounced upon them and
were glad to make a prey of them? He need not say
that such a state of things was truly disgusting to every
reflecting mind. The nation had been called to a con-
sideration as to the choice of representatives by the offi-
cial announcement that parliament had been dissolved ;
and the people were informed that they ought to elect fit
and proper persons to serve them in parliament. But
did those parties who enjoyed rank and power, and who
were placed at the head of affairs, really mean what they
pretended, namely, that the peopie ought to take t¥art in
the elections of their reEresentatwes, and in the affairs of
the great councils of the nation? The fact was, they
meant no such thing. Their meaning was that a favour-
ed few, scattered here and there in the chartered bo-

]
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roughs of the kingdom, should be compelled to speak
the voice of the great men whose influence in-the parlia-
mentary representation of the country acted as an incu-
bus on the energies and exertions of the people. (Great
applause.) Englishmen were fond of boasting of their li-
berties—they prided themselves upon being a free people
because part of the people were. - But were the people
of England really free? No such thing; as he would
prove by a briefillustration. Two members were sent to
parliament from the town of Wigan, and were supposed
to represent the inhabitants of the place. But was this
teally the case? Was it not well known that the borough
of Wigan contained a population of 20,000 individuals,
most' of whort were entitled by charter to vote in the
ehoice of representatives, but that the members who were
sent from it to parliament, were choeen by no more than
onée hun'dred of the inhabitants. ‘Fhese were the political
wheat, and all the rest were chaff. (Greut laugkter.)
How this self-created body acquired the power which
they have ventured to exercise, he was at a loss to find
oat; he was sure they had not obtained it fronrthe char-
ters which bad been granted by the sovereigns of Eng-
land to the borough of Wigan ; for in those charters it
was expressly stated, that every inhabitunt householder
was « burgess, and had'a full right and privilege to ex-
efcise and enjoy all immunities, advantages and power
which were enjoyed by a seléct few. (Great Applause.)
But he trusted that the time had at length arrived when
they Would no longer he cajoled out of their liberties,
nor made the devotéd instruments of a select few. Pwo
independent gentlemen had pledged themselves to come
forward ‘in support of the freedom of the Borough ; and
it would be for theinhabitants to bestow upon them their
suffrages as granted  to them under the royal charter.
They meant to receive the vote of every inhabitant
hounseholder in the town, and on the result of their elec-
tion they purposed to enter the House of Commous and
demand the right of taking their seats there. If the
opponents of the popular candidates should contest the
matter, then it would be for the inhabitants of the town
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to support the course they will have taken. Both gan-
tlemen were well known in this commercial district:
they had acquired their property by industry, intelli-
gence and ability, and were known to be intimately ac-
quainted with, and to have a true interest in its pros-
perity. (Cheers.) As hehad before stated the popula-
tion of the town amounted in number.to 20,000 buman
beings ; .and about one hundred took upon themselves to
think for the rest.—to speak for them, and lastly to act
for them. (Cheers.) The inhabitants of Wigan were
animated beings, but as to being sentient ones, why
that wae out of the question—they had been converted
into automatons, and were moved about at the will of
those who exercised a power which did net belong to
them. The commercial advantages that would result
to the town from its being repfesented by two mercan-
tile ‘charaeters, were obyious; by men who .earnestly
desired to advance the eommercial interests of thenatian,-
and. who, if returned to parliament, would use every
exertion in their power to put down monopolies .and
restraints upon foreign and Jdomestic manufactures,
‘These monopolies being put down, the energies of com-
metce would no ‘longer be cramped, an impulse would
he given, and an active.demand made for our manufac-
tures, and.the working classes in the kingdom would be
able to abtain a remunerating price for their Iabour. - In
two years the charter of the East India Company ex-
pired, and it was most desirable that the influence of that
wealthy body in returning members should be counter--
acted. When it was considered that we had one Aun-
dred of millions of fellow subjecis in India, with whom
we had no freedom ¢f commereial intercourse, and that
there are two hundred millions of people in China
with whom we were not permitied. o trade it swonld
he seen that the subject was one of no slight importance.
If trade were opened to these vast countries, the advan-
tages would be incalculable. But would their present
members pledge themselves to oppose that mischievons
monepoly ! Would they not on the contrary, impose up-.
an the country for twenty years more the galling chains
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it now wears? He trusted that the inhabitants of the
borough would take high ground on this occasion. Let
them start up and say, ‘‘ we are free’’ and he would as-
sure them that they would, in the elevation of mind that
would follow, feel taller and stronger than they did now.
(Laughter and applause.)—Mr. Alston concluded by
calling on the meeting in-apimated and animating lan-

uage, to prove themselves, by their conduct, worthy of
the high and valuable privileges to which they aspired.
He then proposed the following resolution : —

, ““'That it is the opinion of this Meeling, that if the Elective Franchise
of the Borough of Wigan were open to the inhabitants at large, instead
of heiny exercised by a select body, few in number, it would tend in the
highest degree to the advancement of the Interests of the Borough.”

. Mr. DurtoN seconded the resolation. He bad no
doubt if each exerted himself, the great and glorious
nbject they bad in view would be accomplished, and that
an important and permauent benefit would be conferred,
not only on the borough, but on the country at large.—
(Loud cheers.) , .

Mr. Logro proposed the second resolution, in which
the right of each inhabitant to a vote is asserted, and
proceeded to state the legal arguments in its support.
At common law it was decided that theinhabitant house-
holders of a borough had a right vote in sending mem-
bers to parliament; how that right had been taken from
the people of Wigan it-was not for him then to say. . The
first charter granted to the inhabitante of Wigan was that
of Henry the Third, by which the privilege of a guild wes
granted to the inhabitants, who were declared to be bur-
gesses as well as their heirs. . 'Fhe first representative
sent to parliament from Wigan was in the year 1295,
‘The privilege was afterwards suspended for 240 years.
1t was then restored, and it appeared that the practice
was for constituents to pay the expenses of the represen-
tatives of that borough, and those expenses were borae
by the inhabitants at large, and not by a select body.
1t might therefore be presumed that all who paid had o

{ |
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right to vete. ‘I'hie same privilege appeared to have been.
granted to:Preston at the same time, from which place
members were returned to parliament, and by the inha-
bitants of which place their expenses were paid. After
several struggles as to the right claimed ﬂy Preston,
the privilege of returning iembers to Ear]iament by the
inbabitants generally was recognised by law, and had
ever since been acted upon. 1t was argued by those
who were friendly to the disfranchisement of the inhabi-
tants, that it was a borough by prescription, and not by
charter. Butit wasknown thatin variousinstances char-
ters granted by various monarchs were acted upon by the
corporation. ‘I'he charter of Edward the Third distinct-
ly auserted that all inhabitant householders were burgess-
es, and a note written by the late Mr. Clayton, Town
Clerk of Wigan, which was appended to a copy of that
charter, wentdecidedly to show that the claim of thein-
habitants to the right of voting was a just one. Mr. Lord
read the note alluded to; and proceeded to observe that
if the inhabitants had not possessed the right of voting, -
Mr. Clayton would not have recorded such an opinion,
as, being Town Clerk of the town, he was likely to sup--
port what might be considered to be the privileges of the
corporation. There was another important point in the
charter of Edward the Third, to prove thatit had been
accepted, and was acted upon by the borough, thein-
habitants having always claimed under it an exemption
from serving as jurors of the county. - Here there was
a privilege enjoyed by the inhabitants to this day, gran-
ted to them by this charter. So much then for the pre-
scriptive rights of the borough.—The corporation and
their friends also denied that they acted under the char-
ter of Charles the Second. ' The sword which was car-
ried before them when-going to divine worship, was car--
ried by the right granted to them in that charter. ‘Fhe
charter granted by - James the Second was also acted
upon by them. They asserted thatit, as well as the
other charters, was annulled; bat he would contend that
such was net the case. 1f the present electors claimed
their privilege merely because they were burgesses, the
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inbabitants had a concomitant right with them 1o exer-.
gise the privilege of voting in the return of repreaenta-
tives to parliament, because they also were byrgesses.
1t was well known that on Sundays and other solemn
days a mace was carried before the mayor and corpora-
tion, and this had been the practice ever since this very
charter had been granted by James the Secend. Indeed
the maee Liore the arms of James, . and other insigaia of
that reign. So much then for this.charter being annull-
ed, From the observations he had made it would be seen
that the inhabitants had a right to elect their own repre-.
sentatives and that the corporation acted under charters.
It was no argument agaiust the charter that the inhabi-
tants had not acted up to their original rights. Any
doubt that might be eatertained on this suhject would be
removed by referring to a-case decided in favour of Rye,
by a. Cammittee of the. House of Cominens, frem which.
it appesred-that although the inhabitants of the town,
on wbom had -been conferred the. privilege -of returning:
members to.parliament, had not availed themaelves far a
considerable period of tbatright, yet the mon-exercise
of the privilege did not abrogate their original right.
He called upon the meeting to come forward with heart
and hand, and. money, and try the gquestion of. their.
vights.— (Cheers.) :

" Mr. Lord then proposed the third resolution.

“'That it is the opinion of this Meeting, that every Inhabitant of the:
Borough has a Right to vote.in the Election of Members to re t its:
Interests in the Commons’ House of Parliament, and that all legal and
amztitutionnl means be used for the attainment of the Exercise of such

ig t-" -~ N ' . B . .

Mr. Josern Acron said .there wasa prima-fecize
ground for proceeding, and he bad. great pleasure in se-
conding a resolution which pledged the meeting to adopt
all Jegal means to accomplish their great object. :

Mr. Wican, in moving the third resolation sajd, the
occasion upon which they had met was one of great and.
“undoubted imporl_ance_, as they had_been _convenedltqge -
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ther to assert their undoubted rights, whichhad long beexi
excercised for them by a small pertion of the inbabitants:
of Wigan. He was convinced, that by union and perse-
verance, the inhabitants would accomplish the object
which they had' iu view, namely, the emandipation of
the borough from the select few ; and although their ene--
mies might fancy themselves secure behind the ramparts
of monopoly and corruption, they would, to a certainty,
dislodge them. They would march upon them in a close
column of union and strength, and would rout the enemy.
at all points. He trusted that no petty bickerings would-
be displayed by the friends of independence, nor that
any thing would hapgen to muddle the bright stream of:
patriotism, which bad that day begun to flow so purely.
L.et union be their motto, and victory would be their
ewn. He should therefore briefly move that two really.
independent gentlemen be invited to represent the ho-
rough of Wigan in parliament, and not two ~but
he would say no more. (G'reat laughter and applause.)

Mr. Wigan then moved the third resolution.

“That two Independent Gentlemen be invited to offer themselves
at the ensuing Election as candidates for the Representation of this
Borongh.” : '

Mge. Tennant seconded the resolution. He should
offer a few remarks on the conduct of their late repre-
sentatives, as he considered that he had a perfect right
to do so. He should first allude to the conduct of the
nobleindividual by whose influence a certain gentleman,
an entire stracger, had been invested with the privilege
of representing the borough in parliament—a person
who ﬂad been entrusted with the privilege which his
money and not his talents had commanded. (Cheers.)
The friends of Mr. Hodson had not done their duty to
him; they had deserted him in his utmost need, and al-
lowed him to be dictated to by a noble individual and
his nominee. Why should he have been compelled to
rank seeond, to have been dictated to by a noble indi-
vidual, and to comply with any order that might have
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been issued frem the office of the noble lord’s profes-
sional adviser ? He trusted that the meeting would set
an example to the burgesses elect.

Mr. Fecax then proposed the fourth resolution, and
said that in nominating Richard Potter, Esq. as a fit
and proper person to represent the borough of Wigan in
parliament, he should advert to the public and private
conduct of that gentleman.. He observed that he was a
merchant of the first respectability, and his public and
private character was unexceptionable, and he possessed
talents and courage sufficient to carry him through the
arduous situation in which it was to be hoped he would
be placed. ‘The numerous and respectable individuals
who had honoured the meeting with their attendance,
had shown the way to victory, aud it would be for the
inhabitants to follow the course of duty which had heen
marked out. ‘They had also, he trusted, taken the field
with a determination to conquer, as they bad truth and
justice on their side. 1f Mr. Potter were asked in what
way he would vote with reference to the East India Com-
pany’s charter, he would not answer, as certain repre-
sentatives had done, with a kem and a ka, but he would
distinctly and boldly declare, that he would not only vote
against that monopoly, but every other monopoly. He
would vote against the corn bill, the worst of all mono-
polies. (Cheering.) He would vote so that the work-
ing man might obtain cheap bread, (loud cheering) and
by his exertions be placed in comfortable circumatances,
and contribute all in his power to bring about that hap-
py state of things to render the poor contented; for
when the poor were in good circumstances, the rich
could not be otherwise.

Mr. Fegan then proposed the fourth resolution.

“That RICHARD POTTER, Esq., of Broughton, is a fit and pro-
er Person to represent the Interests of this Borough in the Commons’
Plouse of Parliament, and that a most respectful and earnest invitation
be immediutely forwarded from this Meeting to him to offer himmelf as a
candidate for the Representation of the Borough.” _
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Mr. Cook seconded the motion. It was of the ut-
most importance that commercial men should be sent to
parliament, for it was well known that the landed inte-
rest was sufficiently represented there already. In ad-
dition, the naval and military interests of the kingdom
were represented by men who had little stake in the
country. The commercial interests alone was inade-
quately represented ; but he hoped that Wigan would
coutribute its share to the increase of commercial meu
in the House of Commons, and set a bright example
to other towns, in sending representatives by whose
exertions all monopolies would soon be destroyed, and
a different state of things would speedily be brought
about. ‘ ‘

Mr. GreeNoveH next Yose, and craved the attention
of the chairman, and his fellow-townsmen, whilst he
announced to them anothey gentleman, who, he was
certain, would be found an houourable colleague to
Mr. Potter. He could but acknowledge that he felt his
inability to do justice to the task whichiad been assign-
ed to him, as he had never before addressed a public
assembly ; but when he considered that the very nume-
rous and respectable meeting he had then the honour of
appearing before, was composed of his native fellow-
townsmen, assembled for the purpose of destroying the
odious borough monopoly, which had (he believed to the
serious disadvantage of the tewn and its interests) too
long existed. He was encouraged to proceed in the
hope that he should at least receive their kind indul-
gence. (Cheers.) Mr. Greenough then moved

“ That JAMESHARDCASTLE, Esq. of Bradshaw Hall, near Bolton,
is a fit and proper Person to represent the Interests of this Borough in
the Commons’ House of Parliament, and that a most respectfal and ear-
nestinvitation be immediately forwarded from this Meeting tohim to offer
bimself as a Candidate for the Representation of this Borough.”

Mr. Greenough then said, “in proposing this gen-
tleman as a proper person to represent you in parliament,
and recommending him as a suitable person to you, I
feel no ordinary degree of pleasure, because 1 have the

c
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satisfaction of knowing, I am not only serving most
efficiently my native town, but I am also conferring a
benefit on the country at Jarge, combining, as he does,
talent, industry, public spirit, and wealth. (Cheers.)
Brought up in the midst of commercial pursuits, and
possessing a large stake in the mercantile interests of
the country, he will both from interest and conviction,
most cordially lend his aid, to the destruction of all mono-
polies in trade, to the advancement of every object that
would be likely to enrich the merchant, and increase the
comforts of the labourer, and use his most strenuous ex-
~ ertions towards elevating the country to that proud pre-
eminence it had so long enjoyed.”’ (Great Applause.)

Mr. Lorp seconded the motion, and begged to say a
few words of Mr. Hardcastle, who, he was proud to say,
was his personal friend. X kmow him’’ continued Mr.
Lord, ¢ to be an upright, honest man, and that he will
spare no sacrifice to relieve the distresses of thecountry,
and uphold her constitution.” (Loud cheering.)

Mz. W. Porrer thoved, and M. T. Larmam se-
conded,” :

¢"fhat the Chairman, Mr. Lord, Mr. Greenough. Mr. Joseph Acton,
Mr. Fegan, Mr. R. Bevan, and Mr. Shaw, be deputed to wait upon
Mr. POTTER and Mr. HARDCASTLE, with the invitation.”

‘1t was then moved by Mr. Saaw, and seconded by
Mz. ALsToON,

¢ That this Meeting do ploglge itsolf to use every exertion to secure the
return of Mr. POTTER and Mr. HARDCASTLE.”

‘Ma. J. Tavror moved, and Me. R. Leion seconded,

« That a Committee be formed for the purpose of taking such steps as
they may deem necessary to carry the above Resolutions into effect ; and
1hat the following Geutiemen form such commiites, with power to add to
iheir pumber, any five of whom to have power to act:—John Holt, Esq,
Mr. Lord, Mt. Joseph Acton, Mr. Greonough, Mr, Shaw, Mr, Tonnunt,
Mr, Cobk, Mr. Dutton, Mr, Fegan; Mr. Reece Bevan, Mr. Groudsen,

and Mr, ﬂagtcrsby.”_
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‘The resolutions having been severally put by the
Chairman were received with enthusaism, and unapi-
mously carried.

The CHaizmaN again rose and said —-I cannot but ad-
mire the erderly manper in which you have conducted
yourselves throughout the whole of these proceedings,
but at the same time I wish to impress upon your minds
that it is the bounden duty of every one to use his utmost
exertion to forward the great cause to which we all stand
pledged. (Loud cheering.) A considerable sum of mo-
ney has already been subscribed, but as the actual
amount which may be required in this struggle, eannot
be ascertained, it is always better to beprepared for the
worat. I trust that each of you will do all in your pow-
er to assist us, according to your discretion, and at the
same time I wish it distinctly to be understood, that the
mite of the poor and honest man will be as acceptable,
and be considered as patriotic an offering, as the most
splendid donation of his wealthier neighbour. (Cheers.)
I exhort you to conduct yourselves as Englishmen ought
to do; to leave no stone unturned, to acquire by every
lawful and conpstitutional means, the important rights
from which we are at present excluded. 1 desire you to
have no disputes with any of your opponents, nor to act
differently to day, than you weuld on any ether day, but
to retire to your work, to your wives and families, and
continue to demean yourselves in a peaceable and ovder-
ly manner until the contest is ended. (Cheers for seve-
ral minutes.) '

4

Mpe. TeNnanT again rose, and in a humorous speech,
compared the hirelings of the most noble the earl of Bal-
carras, to a team of herses, trained in a break, and
which he could drive as easily; he then for a short time
turns them out to grass, until the next occasion on which
he might want their services. After alate canvass, when
the noble patron found, from his nominee, that several
had refused him their votes, he sneeringly remarked,
‘““ That the canvass was a mere compliment, for he could
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do very well without them.”” (Loud cheering.) When
the day of election arrived his well trained ** houschold
troeps,’’ who were honourable burgesses, chiefly import-
ed a short time before, from the scottish metropolis,
came to the bustings ‘ en masse,’’ and supported his no-
minee, the gallant colonel; they are turned into the hall,
the doors are closed, and in a few minutes, out comes
““a limb of the lJaw,”” and declares the gallant colonel to
be legally and duly elected, and that the burgesses had
done their duty. (Skhame.) He, however, would advise
the meeting to follow the example of the Kiug, who had
lately dismissed his parliament, and dismiss the gallant
colonel, in one short sentence, which he, as a military
man, must be very familiar with, ‘‘to the right about
face, quick march.”” (Loud laughter mixed with cheers.)

- Thanks wer then voted to the Chairman, and three
cheers given for the independence of the borough; the
meeting then separated, and in a short time the streets

assumed their usual quiet appearance.

Soon after the meeting had separated, it was ascer-
tained that the precept from the Sheriff had arrived to
proclaim the election. As the election might take place
within four days of such notice, it was deemed advisable
to lose no time in conveying the invitation to the two

entlemen who had been named as fit and proper repre-
sentatives of the borough. A'ccordingly the deputation
started (with the invitation, which had been signed by
upwards of a thousand persons in the short space of an
hour) for Mr. Hardcastle’s house. Here they had a
cordial reception, and the following answer was returned

to their requisition :—
To the Electors of the ancient and loyal Borough ef
Wigan.
oo
Gentlemen,

After the very flattering manner in which 1 have been so-
licited to offer myself for the honourable distinction of becoming

{ —
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one of your representatives in parliament, I should be un-
worthy of the confidence reposed in me did I hesitate one mo-
ment to obey the call, S :

Beyond the mere practical knowledge which in common
with many others I may possess’ of the trade and manufac-
tures of this County, with which the prosperity of Wigan is
so intimately eonnected, I confess 1 am not conscious of any
merit of my own that should render me deserving of the ho-
nourable station to which I am invited, In an ardent zeal for
the prosperity of that trade, and of those mannufactres, 1
yield to none, and the deep stake I hold in the commerce of
this county is my pledge that I shall never neglect its inte-

rests.
At present I can only add that in the event of my being

chosen one of your representatives my best energies shall be
exerted for your welfare,

I have the honour to be,
' Gentlemen,
With sincere respect,
Your obliged and devoted Servant,

JAMES HARDCASTLE,

Bradshaw Hall, Monday Evening, July 26th, 1830.

The deputation then proceeded to Mr. Potter’s house,
at Broughton, where they were hospitably received. Mr.
DPotter’s reply was as follows : — - S

To the truly Independent Electors of the Borough
. ’ of Wigan. o

—P €
Gentlemen,

The noble resolution which yon have taken, the spirit which
you have followed that resolution up, a spirit worthy of Eng-
lishmen who know their RIGATS and are determined to main-
tain them, and the distinguished honour which you have
conferred upon me in inviting me to assist in the vindication
of your privileges, have filled my breast with emotions to
which 1 have no language to give adequate expression.
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‘‘The serions and importent charge of representing your
spirited town in parliament is ove which 1 &houldn:ngt ve
bad the presumption to seek, but which thus temdered 1 ean-.
met for a moment think of shrinkivg . from.,

1 shall very soon have the henour of addpessing you in per-
son; for the preseat, therefore, 1 will only add that 1 accept
with . ali oy heart, your snimating call, and that im s0 nob
a stroggle,' my best exortions are at your command.

.I bave the honor to remain,

Gentlemen,
Your faithful humble Servant,

RICHARD POTTER.
Breughton Hall, Monday Evening, July 26th, 1830.

PUBLIC ENTRY OF MAR. POTTER AND ME, HARDCASTLE
INTO WIGAN,

It baving been arranged by the committee for con-
ducting the eleetion, that M{' Potter and Mr. Hard-
castle should make their public entry into Wigan,
preparatory to making a canvass, a public notice was
issued ount to the inhabitants, the E)llowing being a

Copy :—

THE Friends of Mr. POTTER, and Mr. HARDCASTLE,
are respectfully informed, that those Gentlemen will enter the
Town at Eleven o’clock, this day, Tuesday, for the purpase
of paying their respects to the inhabitants of the borough of
Wigan, and the committee beg to suggest the propriety of
their friends meeting them at Rose-bridge, previously to their

entry.
Wiaax, Tuesday Morning, July 27th, 1830.

Aecordingly, before eleven o’clock, the high road
leading from Wigan to Ince toll-bar, was crowded by
spectatars. At the time: appointed, Mr. Potter arrived
in an.open landeau, actompanied by his brother and a
few friends, from Manchester. A considerable nnmber
of persons had gone forward to Hindley, and, anxious
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to show their zeal, were ing to unbarness the
horaes, and draw the carriage themselves., To this the
ntlemen strongly objected, but with little effect, until
r. Thomas Potter said that his brother came to eman-
cipate the borough, not to see Englishmen doing the
work of horses. This elicited a shout of applause, and
the men good humouredly permitted the barouche to
proceed. The crowd incrensed gradually, and by the
time the carriage reached Rose bridge, amile and ahalf
from Wigan, some thousands of persons wereassembled.
Here the party halted, and were received by the multi-
tude with the most deafening cheers. Very soon after-
wards Mr. Hardcastle made his appearance, in a similar
equipage, accompanied by James Cross, Esq., of Mort--
field, and Stephen Blair, Ksq., of Mill Hill, and met
with an equally enthusiastic reception. Both gentlemen
alighted, and were introduced to the different members
of the committee, and several other gentlemen, by whom
they were welcomed with the greatest cordiality. Whilst
this was passing, the populace had taken the horses from
both carriages, and yoked themselves for the purpose of
drawing Mr. Potter and Mr. Hardcastleinto the town—
for it was found impossible to prevent this expression of
heartiness in the cause., After some little delay in ar-
ranging the order of the procession, it proceeded as
follows ;—
Band of Music, ];:aying “ See the Conquering
ero comes.”’
Gentlemen of the tows.
Open carriage, containing the two Candidates, and -
Some of the Members of the Committee.
Open carriage, containing the personal friends of the
deaon of the pab
Goentlemen of the ic press,
Grentlemen on l?:rsebal::ll-:s
The procession moved along at a very slow pace, the
populace increasing at every step, and the cheering one
continued strain of enthusiastic applause. Almost every
house displayed banaers, composed of the colours of the.
two candidates, white for Mr. Potter, and green for Mr.
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Hardcastle, and the windows were filled with females,
who, if possible, testified their approbation and welcome
more energetically than the persons composing the
procession.

On entering the “Scholes,’”” the scene was of that ani-
mated nature which sets all power of graphic delineation
at defiance. The main street was one broad and extend-
ed sheet of human heads, all appearing to be moved for
one common object; yet not the slightest act of violence
or appearance of an intention to ¢commit a breach of the
peace was visible; but it seemed as if the ‘“march of in-
tellect’’ had entirely supplanted all idea of such a gigan-
tic power as was this day displayed, resorting to that
ready mode of warfare, namely, brute force. On enter-
ing the town, the number of gentlemen and principal in-
habitants to welcnme the candidates, increased, and the
whole notw formed animposing appearance. It proceed-
ed slowly up Millgate ag?lsinto the Market placg: and on
arriving near to the Eagle Hotel, which belongs to one
of the late members Mr. Hodson, and which was now
occupied by the committee and friends of Col. Lindsay
his colleague, the nominee of Lord Balcarras, the po-
Eulace rent the air with their cheers. The procession

alted in the centre of the Market place, and after silence
had been restored, which was accomplished with some
difficulty, the new candidates proceeded to address them.

Me. Porrer stood up in the carriage, and was re-
ceived with renewed cheering. He spoke as follows :—
Fellow cogntrymen,—It is with feelings of no small
gratification to myself, that I stand up and address yon
as a candidate to represent you in the commons’ house
of parliament. It is no ordinary honour that you seek
to confer upon me, and which I now solicit at your hands,
and as it necessarily will have a tendency to create in my
bosom emotions of the most intense nature, I must claim
your indulgence for any imperfections in my speech or
manner, which may be occasioned by the consequent ex-
citement. & appear among you, in consequence of the
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requisition which I now hold in my hard, a requisition
give me leave to say, gentlemen, which does you the
greatest credit, as evincing a firm determination to
emancipate yourselves from the state of servitude and in-
justice 1n which you have so long been placed; and which
confers upon me, the individual of your choice, a long and
lasting honour, the remembrance of which I shall with
pride carry with me to the grave. (Cheers.) I shall pre-
serve this document as ‘precious property, and when it
shall please God to remove me from this life, it will de-
scend to my only son as a memorial of the honour done to
me by a noble minded people, in thus voluntarily calling
upon me to take a part in the vindication of their long
lost but inalienable rights. 'I'he noble resolution you
have come to, to throw open-this borough,—tov claim,
and not to panse until you have obtained the full posses-
sion of your rights and privileges, shews that you are
worthy the pame of Britons. But allow me to say that
:you will indeed need a great deal of perseverance to pro-
secute this strugghe with success. -~ You will have to.en-
counter difficulties without end; such, perhaps, as you
can scarcely have contemplated. But as long as yon
perform your duty, so long will 1 do mine; so long as
you stick to me, so long will I stick to you. (Loud cheer-
ing for several minutes,) Gentlemen, I have however to
say to you, that if you send me to parliament, you shall
send me as a perfectly independent man, or I will not
go at all. I will be your representative only on the con-
dition that I shall be totally unshackled, and left at li-
berty to domy duty as a citizen of the whole community,
without the slightest reference to private or personal in-
terests. (Cries of “you shall,’ and “Potter for cver.”
It appears that parliaments were first summoned in their
present form in the reign of Edward the First, (as we
understood Mr. Potter to say,) and that Preston and
‘Wigan returned members on similar terms, but we find
that Preston now enjoys the privilege of sending its
members, by the agency of the popular voice, and I can
see no reason why Wigan should not do the same.—
Gentlemen, we will try if we canuot place it upon the
D
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same fopting ; and if beaten this time, an event of which
1 have not the most distant contemplation, recollecting
that Preston was four times before the House of Com-
mons before it accomplished its independence, we will
persevere until we bring it to a sncees{ul issue. /Lowd
eheers.) Y ou have a right 0 ask me what ave my politi-
cal principles, and those which I shall mske my rule of
action, if returned as your representative. I shall vote
againet all profligacy in the pyblie expenditure, and for
every possible reduction of the taxation. (€Cheers.) I
shalt vote for all measures affording a reasonable pres-
t of ineuring to every map a full rewerd in earni
E:’ his labeur. (Cheers.) I shall vote againet the conti-
nugnce of all monopolies, of whateverdescription, againet
the eorn law monepoly, and against the East India mo-
nepoly. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, I shall vote for every
measure, the object of which s te inerease the comforee
and happiness of the people of this eountry and its de-
pendencies, and vote againet every measure, having an
oppesite tendeney. (Loud ekeers.) In conclusion, allow
me to add, that if you wish te inerease the gratification
I'have already experienced this day, in the enthusiastie
manner of my receptien-among you, Jet me tell you, it
will be effeoted By your returning peaceably, orderly,
quietly to your homes, as you have hitherte conducted
yourselves, and give net your oppanents the slightest
cause to impeach the purity of your motives in the step
you-have- this day taken, er to attribute to you favtious
or turbulent conduct. Our triumph must be achieved
by other-materials than force, and it gives me plegsure
to see by your conduet, that you are fully aware-of it, it
must he the result -of reasen and argnment. (Choons.)
‘Then, gentlemen, after my worthy and mueh respeeted
eolleague has addressed:you, we will proeeed in-our can,
vass, in that quiet, unassaming manuer, which will
stamp upon eur proceedings, the impress of sober and
fixed determination. (Mr. Potter resumed Ris sead amid
loud-and reiterated cheertng.) -

M=z. Harpcaatie then rose, and was alsa cheered in
the most enthusiastic manner. He spoke as follows :—

(. I~
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Gontlemen, you will doubtless give me credit for pos-
sessing, at this moment, feelings of no ordinaiy des-
cription. 1 appear among you uinder the deepest emoti-
on, ereated by the very flattering, the very complimen-
tary, snd allow me to say, the very independent, man-
ly, and noble requisition, which I received froin you,
last night, solieiting me to allow myself to be put in
nemination as a candidate, to represent you in the en-
suing parliashent, and which I agree te, with the great-
eat gratitude. (Choers.) Gentlemen, 1 have come into
this struggle—{ bave embarked iu this, our common
cause, with a determination to earryit through. (Cheers)
I am not one that is over hasty in coming to eonclusions,
bat when 1 have come to them, neither am I basty in
abandoning them ; and it is under this feeling that I am
ameong you this day, as a candidate for your suffrages ;
but, gentlemen, I have long come to one conclusion, and
that is, that the commercial and manufacturing interests
of this ceuntry, are net adequately represented in the
Commens’ House of Parliament. (Cheering for seve-
ral minutes.) And I call upon each and every one of
you, to shew by your votes at this election, whether you
think the sarhe or not ;—-wliether you think that a bo-
rough, in the heéart of a commercial district, will be more
fitly repredented by commercial gentlemen, or by indi-
viduals totelly uacennected with its interests. (Loud
cheers, and ories of “we will.”’) 'Then, gentlemen,
give me liberty to impress upon you the nécessity of

ing in this matter with a solid quiet determina-
tion to bring it to a suceessful izsue. For my own part,
my mind is made up, to remain at my post so long as I
have life, liberty, or hepe. . It is my duty to give yon a
brief but ‘suecint exposition of my principles, aud you
have a right to demand it of me. Gentlemen, I belong
to no party in polities—I never did ; and it is probable
that I never shall. I am,.in the course of my political
conduct, and in the expression of my political opinions,
free and iadependent. (Cheers.) 1 am a friesd to or-
der and good government, and should I be honoured
by being returned your representative, 1 shall direct my

P I
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feeble powers, with my utmost energy, towards their
establishment and perpetuation. (Cheers.) 1 am the
declared enemy of all monopolies—of that which places
a heavy tax upon the poor man’s hread ; and more par-
ticularly that which debars the produce of the industry
of this country—your industry and mine, gentlemen—'
from finding its way to one-fourth of the inhabitants of
the world. I allude to the Kast lIndia monopoly.
(Loud cheers.) 1 will be strennous in enforcing upon
the legislative body, the injustice, the impolicy, and the
cruelly of continuing it ; and my security, my bond for
fulfiiling this pledge, in common with my colleague, is,
the great stake that I have in the commerce of this
country. (Cheers.) Should I, therefore, obtain the
distinguished honour of representing you in parliament,
and to me it will be an honour, that will never be effaced
from my remembrance, evén by the paralyzing hand of
time—I will do my duty as an independent man ;-—as
one who has the good of his country at heart, and 1 will
devote my time and attention to the furthering of the in-
terests of this great commercial community :—interests,
in the prosperity of which I conceive the whole of the
country is nearly and immediately concerned. (Chkeers.)
Neither favour nor fear shall bias me in the performance
of my duty: but the rule of mly conduct shall be reason,
right, liberty, and justice. (Immense cheering.) Gen-
tlemen, I pin my faith to no man’s sleeve; I have no-
favours to ask, nor will I accept any: - I reiterate, I am
a free and independent man, and on no other terms will
I solicit and accept your suffrages. (Cheers.) - 1 seek
the honour on the faith of the requisition, and I will re-
main with you on these terms to'the end of the contest.
(Cheers.) Let me, gentlemen, second the excellent ad-
vice of my respectable and highly intelligent colleague,
with whom I am proud to be this day associated, that
after this peaceful ebullition of your feelings, you.wiil
retire to your respective homes, and allow us to persevere
in our canvass with quietness, as it will aid much’ that
dispatch which at present is so necessary. ‘We shall
wait upon as many of you as the shortness of the time .
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will permit-—on all of you, if possible ; and allow me to
conclude with a perfect reliance on your support, in this
truly honourable cause, and that it will be rendered in
ihat peacefal, orderly manner, that has hitberto charac-
terised your proceedings, and which - will convince your
‘opponents that you have well considered this matter, and
that you are determined to achieve your independence.

' Here Mr. Hardcastle resumed his seatin the carriage, .
amidst. the most enthusiastic and continned cheering.
‘The procession then moved onward to the Buck i’ th’
Vine Inn, where apartments had been provided for the
candirdates, and where they were again welcomed by
their friends, and an additional body of influential inha- -
bitants, who were in constant communication with the
main body of the committee, which sat at Mr. Bur-
goyne’s, the Commercial Inp. Mr, Holt, the magis-
trate who had presided so effectually at Monday’s meet-
ing, addressed the crowd on the propriety of observing -
order and decorum, which, added to the injunctions of.
the decidedly popular and favourite candidates, Mr,
Potter and Mr. Hardcastle, caused it instantly to dis-
perse, and the streets relapsed into their usual stillness.
‘There appeared to be but one feeling on the subject,
and its infection seemed to be spreading even among the -
burgesses, that they were pursuing a just right, which
had too long been usurped from them. The intelligent
and respectable inhabitants of the borough filled the pla-
ces of public resort, and in calm and dispassionate lan -
guage on the subject, seemed fully agreed as to the ne-
cessity of conducting the contest with peace, order, so-
briety, and good temper. A few séray burgesses found
their way among them, who, as soon as their fears were
calmed, appeared to listen to the voice of reason, and
some of them made positive declarations, that if the in-
habitants were entitled to the right they sought to obtain,
they ought to haveit, and that Mr. Potter and Mr.
Hardcastle were fit and proper persons to represent the
borough in the commons’ house of parliament.
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“The following notice was on Tuésday Evening given
to the Mayor ;-

To the VWorshigful Henry Bullock, Esquire, Mayor of
“she Borough of Wigan, in the County of Lancaster.

wsr s

1 the undersigned, Richard Potter, a candidate for the repre-
sentation of the borough at the snsning election of members of
purliamsent, do hevsby request you, as returning efficer, to di-
vide the place of polling for the election of members of parlia<
ment for this boreugh, inte compartments, according to the
number of voters, which are estimated at four thousand, and to
erect booths, and provide accommodation for pollclerks, agents
and voters, in accordance with the provision of anact of par-
liament passed in the ninth year of the reign of his late majesty
Kin Geor%e the fourth, intituled *“an act to régulate the
mode of ta n%rfho Polt at the election of members to serve
in Parfiament for Cities, Boroughs, and Ports in England and
Wales.” And to appoint a clerk to each compartment as di-
rected by the same act of parliament. Datod the 27tk day of

Jaby, 1990,
f"y’ | RICBARD POTTER.

Mir. Potter bad ot the satisfection to neosive. any re-
piy from.: the Mayos to his request.

a—

On Wednesday Mr. Potter issued the following
Tdrees ‘< |

To the Worthky and Independent Buryesses of Wigan.

| I8P o

Gentlemen, -
“The gratifying, the most flattering reception which Mr.

Hardca;‘tll.: lgd n,lyself yesterday experienced from g:u, has

given you a claim :?m my gratitude which cannot be weak-’

ened by the result of the struggle in which we are engaged, be
that result what it may.
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But it has alse, gantlemen, inspired me with o new cond-
denge that the rmg must be what we wish-~that it nwst se-
cure for ever, the freedom and independenee of the boveugh of
Wigan, ' ;

The ¢ange.in which we are ¢ is a JUST CAUSE—
the right which we demand is a LEGAL RIGHT; and with
justioe and law upen: our side, what obetacle ean stand in the
way of men actuated by the. spirit by which } have had the
happiness to see you actuated.

To be invited to participate in such a contest is an honour
which cannot be too highly prized—to be chosen the represen-
tative of such men is an object well worth ambition; and on
my part no exertion shall be spared to show that 1 estimate at
their true price the high honour you have aleeady doneme, and
ihe still higher honour which you design for me,

I have already, in company with my future colleague, paid
my respects to many of you in persow, to solicit you indivi-
dually for the favour of your suffrages; 1 shall continne to
discharge a duty, which the reception which we met with,
renders so truly grateful. But, if the limited notice of the ap-
proaching election which- bas beea given to us, should re
it i icahle for us to see every burgess at his own home, I
trust that the unavoidable omission will be attributed ta its
frue cause, and not to intentional disrespect. |

Gentlemen, the peried at which you have chasen to assert
your griﬂilegea, will make yours a tenfold triumph, Never
were discussed questions more momentons than those which oc-
cupy the attention of the next parliament; never did a parlia-
ment meet in England, in which it was more vitally fmportant
that the commercial interests of this great commercial conntry
should be fairly represented and fully understood. One of the
firat of these questions will be tha renewal of the East India
Company’s charter. Need 1 call your attention to the impor-
tance of this question; need ¥ remind a community of merehants
and’ manufacturers how deeply commeres snd manufhotures
have suffoved from the existence, how dacply they ave suve to
sufer from'the eontimuance of the odious and. unjust monepoly :
neod I remind yan how essential it ia that your representatives
should give yon distinet pledges te its continusmee ?
Need 1 ask you if such pledges are declined by myself, or by
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the gentleman whom; as well. as. wyself, you bave done the
honour to invite to-receive yout suffrages? Gentlemen,
you have from both ‘the hest pledges that men can-give you of
their determination to oppose this monopoly—the knowledge of
your sufferings from this cause, gained hy the experience of
tbmr own commum’ty of feehng', and t‘:ommumty of interest.

‘vThese, gentlemen, are our pledges ‘that. we' will be. zea.lous
advocates of free trade tothe East, -

1 have the honour to be,
: Gentlemen,
Your faithful humble servany,

| - RICHARD POTTER.

‘Wednesday, Juiy 27th, 1830. | _
L e

“The followmg copy of a letter, sent to the Mayor and

the Burgesses Elect, from Mr. Hardcastle, was alse
issued on Wednesday :

-C'apy of u Cirevlar by Jama Hardcastle, Esqmre, to
the' Muyor and the Burgesses Elect of the Borowgic

- of Wigan.: e

Sir,
Tn seeking to open the Elective Franchise of
‘the borough of WIFall to the inhabitants at large, I
am not aware that 1 invade any right you individually
ossess, and calenlating -upon the sympathy and good
eeling you cannot but entertain towards your fellow
townsmen, | have presumed to solicit that you will re-
cord those sentiments by your vote upon the hustings.

- T hope for the pleasmg reflection that I have not been
the cause;of dissention to any inbabitant of this borough,
and 1 do anxtously and humbly press upon . your eonsi-
deration, how very desirable it 1s that your cordial and
friendly sentiments towards your neighibours should now

(whilst the Opportumty remain) be unhesitatingly mani-
fested.
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You are well acquainted with the public grounds up-
on which 1 have been induced to offer myself, but1 will
further say, that in loyalty to my King, and in a reso-
lute deterination to be ever found amongst the friends
of order and good government, no man can exceed me.

With unfcigned and sincere respect,
Believe me, _
Rir, |
- Your most faithful and humble Servant,

JAMES HARDCASTLE.,
INCE HALL, WIGAN, _
Wednesday Morning, July 268th, 1830,
=P Qg

On Wednesday and Thursday Mr. Potter and Mr.
Hardcastle made a very active canvass, among the mem-
bers of the corporation and others, and were received by
the inhabitants generally with the greatest civility, It
was supposed at one time that the late members, Colo-
nel Lindsay and Mr. Hodson would resign, in conse-
quence of a memorial from a considerable *part of their
constituents requiring a pledge from them that they would
vote against the rénewal of the East India Company’s
Charter, but to the surprise of the town, which Il)(aijs
how much the Lindsay family is connected with the com-
pany, they bave expressed their willingness so to vote.

 The following are copies of the Mayor’s Iéttar, with
the replies of Mr, Hodson and Colonel Lindsay to the
memorial sent to them by the Burgesses Elect. -

o | beg to send you Copies of the Letters reé-
ceived by me from Mr. Hodson and Col. Lindsay, reia-
tive to the Trade to India and China.

I am,

¢ Your most obedient kumbdle Servt.
HENRY BULLOCK.
Rueen- Street, 28th July, 1830, L
E

A ooole
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(COPY) K
Wigan, July 28th, 1830.
" Dear Sir, '
In answer to your letter just received, re-
specting the wishes of a number of the Aldermen and Burgesses
of the borough of Wigan, concerning the opening of the trade
Yo India and China,—I beg leave to assure you, that I have
no hesitation whatever in promising my support in Parliament,
should I be so fortunate as to arrive there, to the accomplish-
ment of that object, or any other that may tend to promote the
commerce and manufactures of this town and of the country at
large,.
1 have the honor to be,
Mr. Mayor,
Your most obedient Servt,

(Signed) JAMES A, HODSON.
His Worship the Mayor,

&e. &c. &e.
. ———
(COPY.) |
S' . Hl.isll, July 28!'.1:, 1830.
ir,

I have the honor of receiving your letter with
its inclosure. To uphold Monopoly has ever been inconsistent
with the principles 1 have avowed, With respect to any pledge
upon the opening of trade to 1lndia, I much regret that my
friends should think this neeessary, but as they require the de-
claration of my opinions upon the.subject, and as 1 see the
names of so respectable a body of Burgesses attached to the

per you have sent me, 1 do not hesitate to say 1 will com-
ply with their wishes.

1 do so the more readily never having given any opinion or
pledge to the contrary. :

I have the honor to be, _
Your very obedient humble Servt.

(Signed) JAMES LINDSAY,
To Henry Bullock, Esq.

Mayor.
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The reply of Mr: Hodeon appeared to give the sa-
tisfaction that was required, but that of Colonel Lind-
say was. considered very evasive, and excited still
stronger suspicions of the purity of his intention.—His
supporters, as had -been, were equally severe with his
opponents in their animadversions of his conduct. The
following address was immediately circalated : — :

To the Inhabrtants of Wigan.

\ Maa et
Gentlemen,

Y ou require a declaration of his opinions.
he Promises to comply, and should be comply, what
confidence can you place in his declaration? It is not
quite two years since he did pledge himself, in the cause
of the Catholic question, and how did he redeem his
pledge? Did he act like Mr. Peel? Did be, when he
could not sit with honour, avail himself of the only al-
ternative in his power, and, by resigning his seat, put
it in the power of his constituents to relieve him from his
engagements, or appoint another? Or did "he act like
another honourable member, (the nominee of the Duke
of Newcastle) ? Did he act like Major General Clinton
who, finding he could not, conscientiously, obey the
orders of his Patron, restored the power intrusted to
him, by resigning his seat to his constituents ?

Any Man in Wigan can supply the Answers !!!

In .the evenings Mr. Potter and Mr. Hardcastle,
with their friends, attended the room where the commit-
tee sat, and gave very flattering accounts of their suc-
ceasful canvassing. Klated with such encouragement,
the ardent zeal of these gentlemen to try the question of
our rights was still more manifest; and their repeated
pledges were convincing proofs, to satisfy the doubts of
the most captious, of the purity of their intentions. At
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these meetings; other gentlemen, the friends of Mr.
Potter and Mr. Hardoastle, also teok occasion to ad.
dress the company in very animating language. :

During the week, the committes, having the assis-
tance of several gentlemen of the legal profession, were
actively engaged in making all the pecessary arrange-
ments preparatory to the day of Election. Great obli-
gations are due to those gemtlemen for their valuable
and efficient services. The regularity and promptness in
their proceedings reflect the greatest credit upon their
Jjudgment. "y

—e P O
" The following is one of the squibs which have appear-
ed on this occasion, aud we give it here as illustrative of
the state of the borough. Tghé extraordipary note copi-
ed into it was really sent, at last election, to the bur-
gesses:— .. I | ' '

‘. THE SEAT-WARMER FOR EVER!
) o . o - PIY ! . . . ' .
. To the werthy Electors of the Boreugh of Wigan.

GENTLEMEN,

The following is the copy of a cifcular, which was addressed
to iou on the 28th of March, 1835, signed on behalf of the Noble Family
of LAINDSAY, by Mr. HENRY GASKELL.

* ¢ The Death of your attached atid Noble Friend, the late Earl of
Balcarres producing « Vacancy in the Representation of the Borengh,
and the Family fealing the strongest wish still to condinué ihe connection
wilh the Corporation, till LORD. LINDSAY shkall be qf age to offer
himself to your choice, it is hoped, during the minorily, and during
that period only, that it may not -be unaccepiable to you, ¥o'receive
the tender of the Political Servicem of Colonel Lindsay (the next in
Rlogd and degree wow in England) who will immediately present him-
self as a Candidate for your favour, when he learns the melancholy
event which occasions the present addgess to you.” o
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~ Now, Gentlelpmn, in acoordance with the request contaimed in.the
above letter, (for it was a request, not a command,) you elected Colonel
Lindsay, to be your Representative “‘during the minority, and during
that period only” of Lord Lindsay. It wasthen clearly understood that
the Colonel should keep the Borough Seat warms till the Infant became
of age, and you are, oonsequent:‘y, bound in honour to adhere to
the arrangement. 1t may be, that factious and designing Persons ma

represent to you, that it 1s an infringement of the Constitution to permit
Peers to influence the return of Members in the Commons’ House of
Purliament, and that it is the higzest insult that could be offered to the
Borough, to ask it to putin a Member merely to hold a Seat till A
SCHOOL-BOY ripen into A SENATOR; but it is hoped that you will
disregard such representations, and humbly and dutifully do as the Ne.
ble Family of Lindsay bid you. Two new candidates have offered them-
selves : but, Gentlemen, who are they >—why mere Tradesmen, Lis-
ten not to their artful talk.-— POTTER may tell yoi a cunning tale
about a cheap Loaf—and HARDCASTLE may te]l you about the ad-
vantage of having cheap Tea:—but what are cheap Hread and cheap.
Tea, -and ready sale for your Calicoes, compared to the monovrR-—the:
bigh-~thé pisTINGUISHED HONOUR, of having a collateral Braanch of a
NOBLE FAMILY, sitting as the Seal-Warmer for the ane pext*“ny:
BLOOD AND pioksa ”’ to the direct NOBLE line ? : L

Gentlemen, torn outthese ‘Commercial Men,’ as they call themselves!
What bave you to do with Commereial Men }—and what bave they to de.
with you? Why should they come amongst you to throw apen the Fran.
chise, when you must be aware that the Corporation has ALWAYS DONE"
RIGHT? Do you not see that it is much better that three or four
score Persons should take upon themselves all the trouble of alecting
Members, and leave yon atliberty to attend to your warehouses, your
shops, and your looms, undisturbed by matters which are far beyond your
comprehensjon? _ _

Take advice, then,” Gentlemen! Return Colonel Lindsay to be Seat.
warmer, - till Lord Lindsay be of age, and let the Noble Family of Bal-
carres nominate the other candidate also. Let your cry be S

“ Fhe Seat-warner and his Friend for ever!” and
““ Down with Potter and Independence—daown mith
Hardcastle and Free Trade.”

’ P . PR . . .
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About the same time the following addresses, &ec.,
made their appearance.

rof—

To the Independent Electors of the Borough of Wigan.

8 @@
Gentlemen,

You are now engaged in the most momentous
struggle that ever called forth the feelings or the ener-
Fies of mankind, and the consequences of which will be

elt to the remotest period of time. - You have under-
. taken to decide the question whether yourselves and
your children’s children shall remain the passive slaves
of a faction, as cuntemptible as it is odious and corrupt,
or enjoy the privileges of free men. Your proceedings
have, hitherto, been characterised by a display of tem-
perance and good sense, highly creditable to yourselves,
and to the cause in which you are embarked ; and there
can be little doubt of your ultimate triumph, provided
the enthusiastic excitement of the moment do not lead
{ou into error. Your opponents are (some of them at
east) deeply versed in the arts of chicane and cor-
ruption ; and most assuredly they will not fail to take
advantage of any mistake into which you may be
hurried. There is even' a something: ominous in the
silence and mystery that attend their proceedings.

Under these circumstances, permit one, who is him-
self an old Ley-payer, and who claims the honour of
yielding to no man in his wishes for the prosperity of his
native town, to propose a few questions for your serious
consideration.

In your intended election of two independent repre-
sentatives for this borough, who is the person to deelare
them duly elected ?
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Can they, without such a formal declaration, signed
by some one in authority, claim a seat, as your repre-
sentatives, in the Commons’ House of Parliament ¢

If they be declared duly'e]e&:fed by the Mayor, will
they not take their seats as though they had been elect-
ed by burgesses as heretofore—notwithstanding others
may have been permitted to enact the farce of voting at
their election—and, thereby, prevent the great question
of your absolute right to the enjoyment of the Elective
Franchise from being legally decided ¢

Will the persons you intend to elect for your represen-
tatives refuse to take their seats on those terms—are youn
quite certain, that they would prefer a long, harrassing
litigation—the result of which is - perhaps doubtful —
to a comfortable seat on the ministerial benches ?

Have you well considered the possibility of an attempt
being made, amid the hurry of the election, to cajole
you into a sanction of a coalition of interests, that will’
render the generous efforts you are making of no avail ?

These questions well considered can do no harm—
they may be productive of some good—they are the pro-

duction of a man who has lived loni enough to estimate
the value of an electioneering speech. -

Wigan, July 20tk, 1830.

wtp PP teo—

“ THE DAYS OF VASSALAGE ARE
GONE!!! And those of HONOUR and INTE.-
GRITY HAVE SUCCEEDED THEM !!”

Nore.—Found in Mr. Banks' Manuscript.
July 29th, 1830.

£ i
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To the Inhabitants of Wigan.
el F -

Men of Wigan, remember that the eyes of the whole
nation are at this moment upon you ! '

“ Arise now, or be for ever fallen I

Yes, fellow-townsmen, now is the acceptable time, now
is the Day of FREEDOM ARRIVED ! Be firm,
then, and you will conquer! Flinch, and you are for
ever lost! Already have your enemies, who have so
long kept you under the yoke of servile bondage, begun
to tremble! Yes, gentlemen; at this very moment
may you hear the sound of the bammer, wbich is uari-
veting your chains! Proceed, then, and be free!—
Return, and you are slaves ! And may that voice of
freedom and liberty, which has been raised these two
days, be re-echoed for ages yet to come! Yes; letit
be the boast of your children, and your children‘s chil-
dren, that on the 26th of July, in the first year of the
Reign of William the Fourth, their forefuthers first
stood forward to claim their native rights ! !!

Potter and Purity of Election.
July 29th, 1830.

*

Mr. Potter and Mr. Hardcastle baving been request-
ed to address the public again before the day of Election,
and their consent having been obtained, the following

notice was publicly issued :—
To the Eloctors of Wigan.
Mr. Potter and Mr. Hardcastle intend to address
their Friends from the Buck i’ th’ Vine Inn, at Six
o’clock this evening. ' -

Friday Morning, July 30th.

P e 10 101 [
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This notice excited considerable interest in the town,
so great was become the popularity of these gentlemen.
At the hour appointed the rain was falling in torrents; a
great concourse of people had, notwithstanding, assem-
bled, when

Mgr. Porrer presented himself at the window, and
addressed the assembly with great animation. He sta-
ted, that he was sure the committee would not have ap-
pointed that hour had they had the least idea such a
change would have taken place in the weather ; he should
therefore detain them a very short time. The circum-
stance of their attendance on such an evening was to him
a convincing proof of the ardour with which they were
animated in the glorious cause. . On Tuesday when Mr.
Hardcastle and he entered the town, it was under a
burning sun, but this had no effect upon their zeal, and
now, though they were exposed to the ‘‘pelting of the
pitiless storm,” that had as little effect. This convin-
cerd him that like good old English oak, they could with- -
stand either heat or cold. (Cheers and laughter.) The
reception they gave to him and to his colleague on Tues-
day, had made an impression on him, which no time or
circumstance would ever remove, be the result of this
struggle what it might. Yes, Gentlemen, on every
succeeding 27th. of July, whilst providence permits me
to exist, I will call together my children, and impress
upon their minds the cordial, the affectionate, and the
heartfelt welcome which, on that day, 1 received at your
hands. (Cheers.) And when it shall please the great
disposer of events to remove me to my fathers, I trust
that my latest thoughts will he directed to a recollection
of your-kindness towards me. (Cheers.) 1 havea high
regard for, your character, because I am aware that the
eyes of the whole country are upon you, and I need not
tell you how much our cause will be depreciated in the
eyes of all virtuous men, if, during this election there is
on your parts, the sligbtest breach of the peace. Let
the 31st of July produce a similar line of conduct to that
which you have hitherto evinced, and you will not only

F
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secure the approbation of a self-approving conscience,
but likewise merit the approbation of the fairest portion
of creation—the females of Britain, whom 1 am delight-
ed to see ranged under our banners. 1 should be asham-
ed of my feelings as a man, if I did not acknowledge
this. (Cheers.) ‘The ladies can, and will serve us, and
I repeat it, I am transported to see them in our favour,
for it is a signal proof that our object is virtuous, and
our claims just. I particularly desire that every single
lady will influence her brother, for I conceive they are
the exclusive patrons, if I may be allowed the compari-
son, of their sweethearts, and will, as a matter of course,
order them to vote, as they may think proper. (Loud
cheers and laughter.) 1f 1 should attain to the high ho-
nour of becoming your representative in parliament, I
will make the only return in my power; and that is to
endeavour to serve you faithfully; I will do all I can to
relieve you from taxation; I will do all I can to relieve
you from the additional taxation occasioned by monopo-
lies, .particularly that in tea, which is a& most grievous
and oppressive one. In passing through one of your
streets, to day, I saw in the shop of a respectable grocer,
a ticket with this inscription, ““Good blacB tea, 5s. a 1b.”
I examined the tea, and found that it was of excellent
quality, but I naturally asked myself why an article of
almost unlimited ?roduction should be sold at such an
extravagant price! Itis, Gentlemen, because it is sub-
ject to the King’s duty, and imported by the Leadenhall
monopolists. ‘That tea has paid a 100 per cent. I men-
tion lEi to show that it is in consequence of the unjust
- exactions of those monopolists, perpetrated, I am sorry
to say, under the sanction of law, that the comforts of
the poor of this country are so shamefully abridged.—
Now I pat it to you to say whether your members have
not hitherto supported this monopoly ? and if so, whe-
ther they have not sacrificed public duty at the shrine
of private avarice. (Loud cheers.) 1f there was a free
trade, this tea could be imported at 15d. to 18d. a pound.
and the King’s duty would be about as much ; it might
therefore be retailed at 3s. a pound instead of 5s. .(Hear
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and cheers.) And would not that be a relief, particular-
ly to poor old Women, who almost live on tea? (Cries
of “It wauld, it would,”’ and cheers.) King William
has ascended the throme of these realms, and is, I be-
lieve justly popular; I hope he will continue to deserve
it, and let him remember that the wisest of Kings, (So-
lomon,) said * that he who helpeth the pooris a good
man.”” In the present state of the weather, 1 feel 1
cught not to detain you longer than to express my hest
wishes for your health and happiness. Mr. Potter with-
drew amidst loud cheering.

Mr. HarpcasTiE then addressed the populace from
the window.

Gentlemen,—1 have not been accustomed to address
crowds in open space, and it is with difficulty, perhaps,
that 1 can make myself heard. If there be any gentle-
man, however, with those nice ears, that he cannot un-
derstand my imperfect intonation, 1 beg he will excuse
me. (Cheers.) 1 have been accustomed to mingle
with workmen, and I naturally love their phrases, and
above all things as a Lancashire man, I must say that [
admire Tim Bobbin! Should I, therefore, be vulgar in
my expressions, I hope you will give me your indul-
gence, if others less enlightened than you, do not con-
cede it. Mr. Potter last night said ¢ that nothing was
80 tedious as a twice told tale.”” Gentlemen, 1 told you
mine on Tuesday, I will therefore not trouble you with a
repetition of it. It is a source of pride to me, that I
have the unbought approbation of the icen of Wigan,
and, what doubly enhances my success, the gracious
smiles of the ladies. (Cheers.) 1 came here pledged
to open the barough, and to assist in opening the East
India Trade, that is, if my humble efforts joined with
others can accomplish them. (Cheers.) Confide in
me, and gentlemen, I will never break the pledge 1 give
you. (Cheers.) Our opponents have pledged them-
selves too, on certain subjects, as I learn from a printed
placard in my hand, and why they have done so I will



44

enquire. Bai of Mr. Hodson, whose name is the first
on the list, I say nothing, except that I regret, that he
did not come before you unshacﬁled, and as an indepen-
dent Englishman. My worthy colleague and 1, have
come here certainly connected, but not coupled. We are
the friends (and I am proud of the appellation) of our
country, (Cheers.) With respect to Col. Lindsay, I
say nothing of him except that he is a soldier ; and it re-
mains with you to say, whether he ought to represeut a
commercial borough ; Mr. Hodson I know to be a civi-
lian, and he ought not to be coupled with the gallant
Colonel..—Gentlemen, 1 will examine the sentiments of
the gallant Colonel expressed in this hand-bill. He
says, ‘‘to uphold monopoly has ever been inconsistent
with what he has avowed.” I hope, gentlemen, it has
also been inconsistent with what be has felt ; I hope he
does not seek a monopoly in votes. (Ckeers.) He also
regrets that he has heard from the burgesses of a pledge
about any thing, on any subject; but, gentlemen, [
rather think he has heard something about pledges on
voting, or he would not stand a contest to.morrow,
against so much popular feeling. (Cheers.) Allow me,
gentlemen, on votes and voters, to say something, lest
it be thought that 1 am insensible to what we owe to
them. I believe to one vote, we owe that invaluahle.
blessing to every English subject—the Haveus Corpus
Act ;—and to a majority of five votes, do we owe, that
this country is honoured with the sovereignty of the
house of Brunswick. In the, bustle of an election, a
candidate has but little time to manage his thoughts, but
to econgmise your time, in the present inclement wea-
ther, 1 will do my best to keep to the point ; recollecting
that *“ brevity is the soul of eloquence.” Gentlemen, 1
now feel that I should ill fulfil my pledges to you, if I
did not tell you, that by a course of active industry,
1 have, (and I assert it with a pride that ecannot be felt
by those that are born to fortune,) erected my own qua-
lification to become your representative. But I shaunld
il} do my duty to my honoured father, if I did not state
to you, that 1 have had the benefit of his experience,
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and he deserves every credit that you can possibly sup-
pose 1 merit. His exam]lﬂe has constantly animated
me, and I feel proud that I bave attained a station in
society which will not only be an ample gratification to
bim, but also to myself. He, in his youth, was person-
ally acquainted with poverty, and he knows what it is to
be poor. Gentlemen, he as well as myself, feel con-
stantly for the poor ; and on this contest I stand as much
on the personal character of my honoured parents as my
own ; therefore I will not eontradict an absurd report
about our keeping a fommy shop, except only to say that
we pay 80,000¢. in money wages annually, without hias-
ing our workmen in any way. Gentlemen, I will not
talk to you of gratitude, because the time will come when
deeds will be deemed equal, if uot superior to expres-
sions of gratitude ; but you must persevere in a quiet
determination ; and God bless you all. (Chkeers.)

Mr. G. Haveizro afterwards addressed the meeting.
He commenced by saying that he had heard it said of
. Wigan that it was a place of violent party politics, for
there was all the town on one side, and ome.man on the
other : to what this old stery of Wigan politics might
refer, he could not say, but at present it was very intel-
ligible, for it seemed that my Lord Balcarras was on one
side, and all the town on the other; it was against the
domineering interference of this peer that his friend Mr.
Potter and the other worthy gentleman Mr. Hardcastle
bad come amongst them ; if the town did its duty, and

rseverad, there was great reason to hope that the in-
Eeabitants would achieve a great victory. Since he had
come to Wigan he had inquired what Lord Balcarras had
done for them, but he could not learn that they owed him
any thing. He (Mr. Hadfield) knew that the late Lord
Balcarras was a long time governor of Jamaica ; and
that he never took one step to-abolish or lessen the hor-
rors of that most iniquitous and odious stain upon hu-
man nature, colonoial slavery. (Cheers.) He (Mr.
Hadfield) said it was clear to every man, that practical
commercial men were wanted in the House of Commons,
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and such as would act for theftwe meﬁt of the coun«
try, by opposing monepolies of all kinds. The preva~
lelZce gf gop:;‘pﬁies m:s?,o in his opinion, a great c:ruse of
the evils under which the country laboured. ‘The East
India monopoly had the double effact of raising. the price
of tea, which bad now become ome of the prime neces-
saries of life, and of preventing British manufactures
being freely exported to the vast regions of the East,
particularly the great empire of China, inbhabited by 250
millions of souls. (Hear, and cheers.) The corn mo~
nopoly was a tax on the trading and labouring pazt.df
the community, for the sole benefit of the rich . lapdw
holders. .That monopoly operated .most injuriousiyy
cutting like a two.edged sword, by raising the pri

the poor man’s foad,: and preventing the free exportatissh
of our manufactures, by which means the price of lai:
bour was reduced.. (Cheers.) The unequal pressure of
taxation was another great evil: the estates and pro-
perty-of the .aristocracy were exempt from many taxes
to which those of commercial men are subject. When
a, great man dies, his estates pass to his successors free
from duty ; butithose of the bulk of the community are
subject to a heavy taxation on the transfer. (Hear.) The
eatates of the aristooracy are not liable to simple contract
debts like those of other people, by which greatfrauds are
frequently committed upon tradesmen. The late lamented
Sir Samuel Romilly once got a bill carried through the
House of Commons te remedy this crying evil; but
when it came to the Lords, they:refused to ertertain it,
saying, in'effect, that it was very proper for trades-
men and other inferior sort of folks to pay their debts,
but noble lords must not be compelled to do so—they
were too high-minded to .be obliged to By their debts
like . shopkeepers . and merchants. [Lowd .cries of
“shame,’ mingled with laughter and applause.)
This, said Mr..Hadfield, is an unjust distinction, and
ought to be abolished. .The preesure of taxation was far.
too great, and ought to.be reduced : .the noble Queen
Elizabeth, on:one occasion; on being pressed to lay on
new taxes, refused, and exclaimed ‘ My best exchequer.
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is'the pockets of my people.”” We want more money to
be left in our pockets ; and, if you send the gentlemen
who solicit your suffrages to parliament, they will, I
am sure, do their best to effect so desirable a consum-
mation. Mr. Hadfield retired amidst great cheering.

Mr. ArsTON next appeared at the window, and was’
received with loud cheers, which lasted for several mi-
nutes : he spoke as follows.—FrLrow Townsmen, in
addressing you on this interesting occasion, 1 feel myself
a little embarrassed, when I behold such a numerous as-
semblage before me, and also on the right hand, and on
the left. If a feeling bordering on exultation may be per-
mitted, I perceive its approach whilst I make the attempt
to- address myself to many who are not only intelligent,
but whose bosoms burn with the best feelings of our na-
ture; feelings, when called into action, do honour to
man. The erisis is now arrived, when we may eman.
cipate ourselves from the trammels with which we, as in-
habitants of a considerable commercial town, have long
been fettered. It gives me pleasure when I see myself:
standing in the same. room with two enlightened, and:
patriotic Gentlemen, who have come forward to offer:
their powerful aid, for the purpose of delivering us from.
the confined, and contracted system of Rwle, by which:
we have been held down for many years past: a system-
that has palsied our commercial energies ; that has held
us almost stationary, whilst the neighbouring towns
bave seized the trading advantages, which our local situ-’
ation ought to have secured to us, and which we were.
entitled to possess. (Cheers.) The Gentlemen who now
. offer themselves to represent us in the great council of
this trading nation, are well acquainted with the nature
of Free Trade. They have made their way to the sum-
mit of opulence by their industry, and the prudent ma-
nagement of their own affairs. They know how to take
advantage of every favourable event that may present
itself in the course of commereial transactions. These,
then, - my fellow townsmen, are the men, fit to be en-
trusted with what concerns us in the house of commons;
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[cheers.] 1 believe they will not be found eleeping at
their post, they will let no opportunity slip, to secure
our prosperity. [Renewed cheers.]

- May we not then hope, monopolies, that only be-
nefit a few, may, by the joint labours of such as these,
be driven from our land, and that the poor and indus-
trious man may be justly and properly paid for his la--
bour. 'Tell me not that we are not to avail ourselves
of these advantages, when within our reach. —Let our
motto, then, be :

““ Union of e_fbrt, and emancipation.”’

Some fond hopes have been cherished that the bur-
gesses (so called) will come to our help.—Let no one
delude himself by this vain expectation. Most of the
burgesses consider themselves bournd together— n fact,
they are a plighted body, and will not separate ; the
spell maybe broken by a few individuals; but fire
would as soon unite with water, as the burgesses and
inhabitants of Wigan, in the work which now engages
our attention. 1 bear testimony, however, that many of
the burgesses are not only liberal minded characters, but
honoarable members of society. In this business, 1 feel
sorry we cannot act together.

We live in the year 1830, not in the 12th, 13th, or
14th centuries, when a man astonished his neighbours-
by the profoundness of his learning, if he were capable
of writing his own name. This is an age of improve-
ment ; all things, with few exceptions, are in motion ;
and we, I hope, feel inclined to move onward. Let
those who would keep us where we are, or draw us back
to the dark ages, balt in the mud. [Load laughter and
cheering.] If it so please them, we will press forward.
We owe these patriotic gentlemen, who now offer them -
selves as candidates to represent us in parliament, a
debt of gratitude which I am afraid we shall not easily
pay. By such efforts as theirs, an impulse is given to
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the noblest feelings of the human mind..—An impulse
which, if improved, may confer happiness on ages yet
unborn. (Cheers.) 1If we succeed posterity may hold the.
remembrance of the now passing events in their fond
memories, and whilst they are eating their bread to the
full, and enjoying the privileges which the present strug-
gle is intended to secure for them, they may recount
with pleasure the history of these days. ilr ]ston re-
tired amidst loyd cheering ; and the populace who had
assembled, it is thought to the number of five thousand,
very orderly and peaceably dispersed.

- B He—

Saturpay.—The town was early in motion on this in-
teresting day, and during the morning a band of music
. attended by a considerpble body of the people, paraded
the town, playing popular airs. At ten o’clack the may-
or took his seat in the court-house where the contest was
to be decided, for the usual term of ‘‘holding the poll”
does not apply to the unique [;roaeediggs of the “Mayor
of Wigan.”> Mr. Hodson, who arrived in his company,
took his seat on the right hand of the chair, Colonel
Lindsay on the left, Sir Robert Holt Leigh, Bart, John
Hodson Kearsley, Esq. and several other magistrates
and gentlemen filled the justice seat.

A few minutes afterwards, Mr. Potter arrived at the
head of a long processian of the excluded burgesses, who
had fallen into marching order, and followed him from
the Buck i’th’ Vine, whence he had proceeded on foot,
the band preceding, and the crowd attending with reite-
rated. cheers. Mr, Hardcastle arrived about the same
time, attended by Mr. Lord and several other gentle-
men. The new candidates toek their places at the green
table. 'Themayor invited them to take seats beside him,
but as they could not do se without displaainﬁentlemen
already seated, they declined this civility. Mr. Hard-
castle sat opposite the mayor; Mr, Potter was at his
rght bhand, with Mr. Hadfield, of Manchester, who
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had assisted him with his advice in the course of the elee-
tion; on the left of Mr. Hardcastle sat Messrs. Rain-
cock and Hall, the counsel engaged on the occasion,
and with them Mr. Lord and Mr. Bancks.

Before the oaths were administered to the officers of
the court, Mr. Hardcastle rose and said that he had a
favour to seek of -the court, and it was the only one he
would request. A gentleman, now in ill health, and,
in fact, lying on his death bed, had done him the honour
to promise him his vote. But he (Mr. H.) was afraid
of the consequences if he should be obliged to come up
into that court to give his vote. Mr. H., therefore, re-
geested that, when he should arrive, the proper officers
might be allowed to go out of the court, and take his
vote below. The gentleman to whom he alluded was
Mr. Baron, who was known and respected by every one
in that court. :

The Mayor seemed to hesitate as if he knew not how
to deal with the case; but on Mr. Raincock’s observing
that it was a matter to be conceded of course, and al-
ways conceded on such occasions, he signified his
assent,

The oaths were then duly administered to the different
officers of the court. When this form was gone through,
Colonel James Linpsay and James Avexanper Hooson,
Esq. were proposed by Mr. Barton, and seconded by
Mr. Haliburton without observation.

Ricaarp Porrer, Esq. was then proposed by Mr.
John Acton, and seconded by Mr. John Croudson.

" Mr. Croudson in seconding the nomination of Mr.
Potter said :—Mr. Mayor, Gentlemen and Fellow-bur-
gesses,—I stand forward to second the nomination of
my worthy friend Mr. Acton ; and, in so doing, I feela
conviction in my own mind, that I shall be rendering a
public service, not only to this ancient and loyal bo-
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rough, but also to the country at large.—Geatlemen,
there has of late been too much monopoly amongst us. —
For my own part, 1 like freedom and independence ;
and I now tell you that the time is arrived when you
have an opportunity of unfettering those shackles with
which you Eave been so long bound. If you are friends
to freedlom, come forth and shew yourselves independent,,
and let us return men who will fairly represent us in
parliament, and who will attend to the general good of
all. - 1 have no unfriendly feeling towards our late Re-
presentatives ; but [ have a desire that the elective fran-
chise should be extended to every respectable inhabitant
residing within this horough.,

Joun HopsoN KEearsrev, Esq. then rose and said
that he was not an enemy to freedom, but he was an
enemy to irregularity and disorder ; and in that charac-
ter he was opposed to the claims of the inhabitants to be
considered burgesses, being convinced that their demand
was wholly irregular and illegal. [The speaker was
here interrupted by Mr. Hardcastle and Mr. Bancks,
who conceived, that as there was no question before the
court, these observations were irregular.]

Mr. Kearsley replied that the iuterrugtion was irregu-
lar, as the gentlemen who gave it seemed not to be aware
that he had risen for the purpose of proposing a candi-
date, and this he would do before he concluded. Though
he was opposed to the manner in which the inhabitants
wished to effect the object, he still thought that some
change was wanting in the representation of the bo-
rough ; and when he rose to propose a candidate him-
self, he was not actuated by any feelings of personal
hostility either towards the gcntlemen who had been
invited to offer themselves for the town, or their former
representatives ; he would go farther and say, that the
man was not breathing against whom he entertained an
unkind feeling. (Cheers.) There was no gentleman
in the world for whom he entertained a more kindly
feeling than for Colonel Lindsay ; he was a man of most

(
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entleman-like manners and very pleasing exterior.

ut these qualitics were not essential, though others
were, for a member of parliament: and that they were
not essential was obvious enough, if he might judge from
what many members of the last parliament had been.
(Cheers, and a laugh.) ‘Fhey all knew that there were
other qualities more desirable-—they all knew the value
of good and faithful servants ; and if such were occa-
sionally negligent they ought to be exoused; hut there
was no excuse for studied and continued neglect ; no

entleman would excuse this in his household demestic ;
and the public ought not to excuse it in their servants,
Now this neglect, on the part of one of their represeuta-
tives, they had experienced. Against Mr. Hodson he
had nothing to allege ; but Colonel Lindsay had neg-
lected his duty to the borough; and he would beg to
propose one who would pay more attention te that duty.
He did not know a better, or he wounld recommend him ;
he spoke of their humble servant, John Hodson Kearsley,
Esq. Now was the time for redressing themselves ;
now was the time for giving their votes to those who
would attend to their wishes. He had been told, last
week, that be had run away from the election ; but he
was at his post. He did not care whether he got a vote
or not, but they would not find an honester man.

Mr. Bancks after apologising for his formwer interrup-
tion, on the ground that he had no idea of Mr. Kears-
ley’s proposing-a candidate, said he himself alio rose to

ropose a candidate, and on this occasion he would not
e content to give a silent vote; for he never would give
a vote unless he were ptepared to justify it. 'T'wo gen-i
tlemen had come forward, not knowing that-any candi-
dates were to be proposed, except the jast members.—
(Cheers.) ‘They Ead come forward not to oppose those
members. By no means; but they had come for the
purpose of assisting the town in recovering, what of
%ht helonged to it, the eléctive franchise. (Uheers.)
ith the same views he came forward to nomisate one
of those gentlemen. He was firmly of opinion, that to
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open the borough would be for the gdod of the town, and
therefore, he acted on that opinion. -It was-unfortunate
for any town that the suffrage should be vonfined to fifty
or sixty persons, particularly where its inhabitants a-
mounted to 20,000 or 30,000. There was no such bo-
rough in the Kingdom, where the members were return-
ed from any considerations of their public conduet; nor
where the municipal interests were not saerificed to-pri-
vate views. (Cheers.) The attempts to open the borough
bad already beer attended with good, and had produced
an unusnal occurrence in that town, a demand on the
part of the old burgesses for a declaration of sentiment,
on a public question, from their former representatives.
A requisition had been sent to those gentlemen, signed
by many of the old burgesses, calling for a pledge that
they would oppose the East India monopoly. He, as
a burgess, and having signed the requisition, had recei-
ved from the mayor, a circular, containing the answers
of those gentlemen, in which they state that they will
oppose the East India monopoly. But if these gentle-
men had expressed a conftrary intention, ean you for one
Rroment suppose, that it would, under the present state
ef borough influence, have hindered their return. 1t
would not, because they are elected without the slight<
est reference to their public opinions -and conduct.—
{Cheers) Baut, there is another monopoly, which I
should like them also to oppose, and that is the: monop-
oly of the eléctive franchise, (cheeérs.) and 1:--do hope
that pow as they are so far advanced in liberality,: and if
they have been actuated so far by public spirit, that they
will not stop short of thiis, but pledge themselves to it
also, (tkeers.). 1 do-hope now, that the time is come,
when monopoly in- this borough will be put an end to,
and when avery inhabitant, paying scot and lot, shall
bhave full power to exercise the elective franchise. I
wish mot to be persomal to any individual, I address
you on puablic grounds ; but 1 must say that the very
mixdner in which ‘the body of burgesses is at present con-
stituted, necessarily precludes the members from being
elected on pudblic principles, or orn any other grounds
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than exclusively private conmsiderations. Mr. Hodson
has twenty relatives amongst that body, the gallant Co-
lonel probably the same, and under these circumstances,
I ask you if it is at all probable that whatever may be
their public conduct, that they will not support them?
It is on these considerations, therefore, that I am deep-
ly impressed with the necessity of throwing the borough
open. ‘The candidate, whom I propose on this occasion,
and with this view, is not particularly remarkable for any
thing, but success in trade,—that trade which is our sup-
port, and who has always shown the greatest attention
to every thing he has undertaken; and we may reason-
ably infer that if elected, he will bestow the same atten-
tion to your interests, and be alike succeesful. T there-
fore respectfully nominate James Hardcastle, Esq. and
call upon you to return him. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. Fisner seconded the nomination of Mr. Hard-
castle.

" CoronNer Linbpsavy rose, and observed that he must,
in the first instance, refer to the observations of a gen-
tleman whom he bad been in the habit of considering as
a friend, and whom he must still consider such. (From
the cromwd, name him, name kim.) A gentleman whom
it was not necessary he should name, but to whose ob.-
servations it was necessary he should give some reply.
‘That gentleman had said much of his (Colonel Lind-
say’s) unfitness for the office of their representative ; but
in endeavouring to investigate the grounds of that gen-
tleman’s nbjection, he could find none—none whatever,
except, indeed, that pleasing exterior, and those gentle-
manly manners, which that gentlecan had been so
obliging to allow him. Till there were some objection
pointed out, he could not possibly reply to it. He sus.-
pected, however, that what was meant was the vote he
had given on the Catholic question. (Here Mr. Kears-
ley stated that it was not.) He protested then, that he
could not understand what it was in his conduyct that
was objected to by that gentleman, and he must there-
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fore now address himself to them (the burgesses.) He
had gone to parliament to support the interests of the
borough, and to maintain the institutions of his country.
His vate on the Catholic question, though given consci-
entiously, might have given offence to some of his former
friends, but that it seemed was not the cause of offence,
and he fearlessly asked in what respect his parliamentary
conduct was liable to exception, on what occasion bhe
had neglected the cause of his country, the canse of the
constitution, or the interest of the borough? (Loud
laughter.) He had supported his Majesty’s ministers,
because they appeared to-the best of their power and
ability to have forwarded the interests of their country.
They had done more in the reduction of taxation than any
administration that had for a long time preceded them
‘They had reduced the estimates of 1,908,000!.. they had
taken off three millions of taxes, and reduction was still
going on. ‘They had not courted the aristocracy, as was
alleged against them, but had conciliated the people, and
had rendered them a substantial benefit in the repeal of
the beer duty, which weighed particalarly and almost
exclusively on the lower classes. He regretted that in
some respects that bill did injustice, and he had support-
ed clauses for removing that injustice, which he regret-
ted were not carried. Still, however, the people were
relieved ; and while the ministers had done their utmost
in the way of retrenchment, their views had not been
confined to that object. The secretary for the home de-
partment had done much in the reform of the law, and in
conferring on the public the important advantage of law
at a cheap rate. He might now be allowed to look pro-
spectively, and to declare what were his views and inten-
tions as to the future. - 'This was a commercial country ;
and that every advantage and facility should be given to
commerce and manufactures, they, as commercial men,
would naturally require withrelation to their private inte-
rests, and as British subjects, for the interests of their
country. It was by means of her commerce that Eng-
land had attained the eminence on which she now stood.
It was by means. of her commerce that she had pro-
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duced that capital which had given her power and energy
to: which her mere physical aapabilities were inadequate,
had enabled her to subsidize other powers to carry her
through a conflict to which she was singly unequal ; and
he would indeed be unworthy of representing them, if he
did not strenuously uphold the commerce of the country.
He denied that he was a favourer of monopoly ; he was
a friend of free trade, so far as free trade was favourable
to the encouragement of domestic industry. It was eaxy
to declaim in general terms in favour of free trade ; but
before he assented to general and indefinite propesitions,
he wished to ask gentlemen what they meant by them,
and he could seldom obtain a eatisfactory reply. He
understood by free trade, laws to give every encourage -
ment to the free and profitable exercise of labour, laws
to give employment to the industriens, to give bread to
the poor, to give wealth to the manufaeturiig classes.
The advocates for free trade, however loud, had ge-
nerally some reservation. 1f you asked the sitlk manu-
facturer for his views of free trade, he wauld tell you
that he meant the absence of all restriction on the impor-
tation of the raw material ; but if you asked him to ex-
tend his principles to the equally free importation of the
manufactured article, he would cry out that they would
be his ruin. 'The same was the case precisely with the
woollen manufaeturer. He wished to keep out foreign
cloth, and to have a free importation of foreign wool.
To this the producer of native wool, the agriculturists,
object, thatit would throw thousauds of acres, now pro-
ductive, out of cultivation. The shipping interests wish
to have freedom in the employment of foreign ships, be-
cause they can hire them at lower freights, and of foreign
seamen, because they can procure them at lower wages ;
but what should we, what should Englishmen say, to
this application of the principles of free trade? Should
we be prepared thus to throew our mercauntile marine and
seamen out of employment; should we thus cut off our
right arm? It was the duty of a ministry to take
large and extended views, to provide by harmonious
laws, for the benefit of the whole, and not to consult for
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partial interests by partial measures, or hope to raise one
interest by depressing another ; he might as well be told
to feed his limb and starve his body, as to provide for
the interests of the whole by the sacrifice of particular
classes. As far as it lay in his power, he was the advo-
cate of free trade, but they must, in applying its princi-
ples, recollect the peculiarity of their situation, they must
recollect the existence of the debt from the obligations
of which they could not be relieved.

He would now revert to the position in which he stood
with relation to the opposing candidates. Let it not be
imagined that he viewed their opposition in the light of
an unjust attack upon himself and his colleague. Those

entlemen had been induced by the inhabitants to come

orward to assist them in the vindication of a right to
which they conceived themselves entitled. He had no
objeetion, and he believed the burgesses had none, to see
that cause fairly tried, and equitably determined. He
sought to maintain no monopoly ; and if the inhabitants
had a right to vote, he did not wish to deprive them of
it. But when they said they had that right, he must be
allowed to say that they (the burgesses, and he spoke as
a burgess) had an exclusive right, which they had en-
joyed for centuries. 'The right they claimed they pos-
sessed by charter. Ever since the reign of Henry the
Third, the burgesses had exercised the right which they
now claimed to exercise ; they had good reason to be-
lieve it was aright; and their opponents ought not to
deny them the credit of that good faith and sincerity,
which they claimed for themselves. As a burgess, he
could not help feeling some indignation at the language
of Mr. Bancks, and he would take upon himself to reply
to him. He denied his imputation that they sought per-
sonal aggrandisement, and he would tell him that there
was not a more independent borough represented in par-
parliament. (Loud laughter and hisses.) He advo-
cated the cause of the burgesses, (kisses,) and he must
say that he thought Mr. Bancks had treated them in the
most upjustifiable manner. (Hisses.) 'The burgesses

H
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of Wigan were as free as free could be. Had they not
had recent proof of it? Had not the burgesses, being
hostile to the monopoly of the East India Com]l)any,
addressed a requisition to his colleague and himself, to
pledge themselves to their (the burgesses) wishes to see
that monopoly done away, or else their suffrages would
be withdrawn from them? Did this show any power or
influence, did it show any controul exercised by himself
or the family with which he was connected ! (General
hisses.) He did not, however, wish to oppose himself
to the right of the inhabitants; if they possessed that
right, let it be sought and given and maintained. (4
voice from the crowd, ““ It s the birthright of every
Sree-born Englishman.’) But for the burgesses to
throw open the borough, and vitiate their charter in the
manuner in which they had been called upon to do, was a
most unjustifiable measure. He had little more to say.
If they honoured him with their choice, he had always
attended to the interests of the borough, to the interests
of the constitution, and the country, and he would still
continue to do so. He would listen with attention and
respect to any suggestions that might be offered by his
constituents ; but farther than he had already done, it
would not become him to pledge himself to follow their
instructions ; because he considered that pledges had a
tendency to destroy independence, and he was and
would be perfectly independent. (Laughter, and a voice
was heard to exclaim ““ Look into the red book.”” His
votes must be decided by the merits of the question
brought before him. There was no gentleman there
who would consent to give a pledge as to his decision
on entering a jury-box, and no such pledge should be
extorted from himn. For this reason he declined giving
more particular pledges, but his conduct should always
be guided by the interests of the nation, and should be
directed to the maintenance of the institutions of his

country.

Mr. Bancks rose again merely to ask the Colonel if he
considered himself pledged to oppose the East India and
China monopoly, by the letter he had sent to the Mayor.
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* Colonel Lindsay read his reply, which stated that he
was willing to comply with the wishes of the requisi-
tionists,

Mr. Bancks said he did not understand the pledge as
binding the Colonel to vote for the opening of the trade
to China,

~ Colonel Lindsay, with great warmth, said it was not
likely that he should depart from the spirit of that letter.

Mr. Bancks said, then he understood the Colonel to
be positively pledged on the subject. |

The Colonel said he should begin to think soon, that
Mr. Bancks did not understand the meaning of the word
pledge.

This altercation was conducted with admirable temper
on the part of Mr. Bancks, and with considerable petu-
lance by Colonel Lindsay.

Mr. KearsLey said as explanation was demanded, he
would giveit. The gallant colonel in enumerating his
services, had overlooked the most essential of his duties,
an attention to the interests of his constituents. He
would supply the omission, and he felt obliged by being
called on to do so. He complained that the gallant co-
lonel was the representative of Liord Balcarras, and not
of the burgesses of Wigan. That gentleman was an of-
ficer, and as such had a duty to perform, and he per-
formed it well. He knew, if he did not, that there was
a certain Duke who would order him to the right about.
"Those were sure to make inefficient servants who never
communicated with their masters. The colonel never
came near them. Once a year, indeed, he came down
to Haigh, and admitted a few of the select in his honor-
able presence, but he hardly saw the burgesses, or allow-
ed them to see him; he was too old a soldier to be caught
in that way. From the Ist of January to the 31st of
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December, he had his regimental daties to perform, and
how was it to be expected that his constituents should
ever see him. He, (Mr. K.) had occasion three times to
visit town in the last Winter on public business, and
though he had called again and agaio on the colonel, he
had in his three visits only seen him twice. Once as he
was getting on horseback at his own door; and again,
as he was making his escape from the House of Com-
mons. (Cheers.) He had too mcuch to do; it was to be
expected then, when he threw off his regimentals, after
his hard day’s service, he should retire to domestic in-
dulgence, and not to the consideration of the interests
of his constituents. - His neglect although was more to
you than to me. You now have a right to exercise, and
if you are independent electors, as you are called, you
will give your vote to a hetter representative.

Colonel Lindsay rose amid much confusion, and en-
deavoured to obtain a hearing, but for some time with-
out success. He begged to say a few words in reply;
he was wholly unprepared to meet so strange an accusa-
tion ; he feared not to assert that he had never been want-
ing in proper attention to Mr. Kearsley; he had paid
him the requisite attention, when in town, and he was
at a loss to conceive what was the meaning of a charge
which that gentleman, while he made it, must know to
be unfounded.

Mr. Kearsley reiterated that he had called several
times, and never got any attention.

Colonel Lindsay, quite passionately, exclaimed again,
Mr. Kearsley in saying so, states that which he knows
to be incorrect. Both parties got very warm, and con-
siderable excitement prevailed in the court in conse-
quence, during which, the mayor attempted to restore
good feeling, and requested they would proceed soberly.

Mr. Kearsley still supported his charge; the colonel
had again and again been denied to him; and he would
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not submit to have any man in England contradiet his
assertion.

. James ALex. Hopson, Esq. disclaimed any feeling
of personal hostility towards his antagonists, and pro-
mised that, if elected, he would never swerve from the
duty of an honest man, and a faithful representative.—
If he failed in his duty, his relations who were burgesses
would be the first to inform him of it.

Mr. PorTer then rose to address the meeting, aud
his rising was the signal for deafening cheers. When
they had subsided he spoke to the following effect : —

Mr. Mayor, and Electors of the borough of Wigan,
it is to me a great satisfaction to be proposed by my ex-
cellent and valued old friend, Mr. John Acton. He s
well known to you all. Him I have known thirty years,
and for the most of that time have, in conjunction with
my brother had extensive dealings in the purchase of the
manufactures of this town, and in all that period have
known him as an honourable man. The worthy gentle-
man who has seconded the nomination, Mr. Croudson,
is also well known to you, having resided all his life in
Wigan. The characters of these gentlemen will be to
you, I hope, a sufficient guarantee that 1 am a fit and
Proper person to represent your borough; and perbaps
the wisest course for me to take would be to rest my
elaim on their recommendation ; but as it is customar
on occasions like this for a candidate to state the line of
conduct he intends to pursue, I hope for the indulgence
of the court for a short time. (Applause.) Ten days
ngo I had no idea of offering myself to your notice, nor
should I have presumed to do so had I not been invited
by one of the most numerous and respectable town’s
meetings that ever took place in Wigan, That invita-
tion I hold in my hand ; it must be my apology for ap-
pearing here, and will, I hope, be a pasport to your
favour and support. Gentlemen, it appears from the
record of history, that the first charter which was
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granted to Wigan was during the reign of Henry the
the third, and he was also the first King who called bur-
gesses to parliament—*‘ in consequence of their becom-
ing rich from ecommerce.’”” Henry the Third’s object
was to secure his crown and people against the overbear-
ing tyranny of the barons. Gentlemen, I wish, in this
stage of my address to you, to avoid, particularly after
what has passed, saying any thing to hurt the feelings
of the gallant colonel, but I stand hefore you to endea-
vour to rescue the borough from the bondage under
which it labours, and 1 must do my duty. (Hear, kear,
and cheers.) [Colonel Lindsay here bowed to Mr. Pot-
ter.]—Lord Balcarras had been created a peer in Parlia-
ment, withithe title of Barox WieaN ; and it was against
the overbearing power and interference of this Baron of
Wigan that the inhabitants of Wigan are now strug-
gling, and I am here to assist them. (Loud and long
applause.) That such interference does exist is notori-
ous ; but if any one doubts it, I hold in my hand a do-
cument that.does indeed fully and entirely prove it, and
which [ will now proceed to read. [Here Mr. P. read
the letter which was sent to the burgesses after the death
of the late Earl of Balcarres, and which will be found

already inserted in page 36 of this report.]

This letter was sent previous to the last election by
the person who was agent to Colonel Lindsay and Mr.
Hodson, at that election, and. who is agent to them at
present. On a reference to the court calendar, it appears
that Alexander William Lord Lindsay, son of the Earl
Balcarras, was born October 16, 1812 ; he will counse-
quently be eighteen years of age in October next, and
on the 16th of October, 1838, he will be twenty-one,
when you will lose the “ political services”’ of the gal-
lant eolonel. (Laughter.) Why, the colonel was fixed
upon before his consent could be obtained, and I am
surprised he should allow so.great a liberty t{o be taken
with him. As 1 said before, I do not wish to offend
him; he belongs to an honourable profession, and I
weonder his spirit -does notrevolt at the idea of being
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made a tool of ; for he is publicly pledged by his agent
to resign his seat in litlle more than three years. He
" must vacate his seat on the 19th of October, 1833.—
Gentlemen, if you will elect me, 1 will not leave you on
the 16th of October, 1833, (laughter) but will serve you
faithfully so long as I am able, and so long as you choose
to accept of my services. (Loud cheers, and cries of
““ No colonel.”’) What right has Lord Balcarras to in-
terfere with you in the choice of your representatives ?
He is a peer of parliament, and I have ever been taught,
and I believe the law of England declares that it is a
high crime and misdemeanor for a peer to interfere in
the election of a member for the Commons’ House of
parliament ! With your permission, I will now return
to the origin of parliament and its connexion with this
borough. (Hear.) The first time that burgesses were
returned to parliament was in the reign of Edward the
First ; and mark the terms the burgesses made with him.

““As a great part of the properly of the kingdom was, by the
introduction of COMMERCE, the improvement of AGRICUL-
TURE, transferred from the barons to the lower classes of
the people, so their consent was now thought necessary for
the raising of any considerable supplies. For this reason, he
issued writs to the sheriffs, enjoiming them to send to parlia-
ment, along with two knights of the shire, (as in the former
reign,) two deputies from each borough within their county;
and these provided with sufficient power from their constituents
to grant such demands as they should think reasonable for the
safety of the state,

““ One of the first efforts, therefore, was to oblige the king's
council to sign the MA6NA CHARTA, and to add a clause to
secure the nation for RvER against all iMPosSITIONS and TAXES,
without the consent of parliament. This the king’s council
(for Edward was at that time in Flanders) readily agreed to
sign; and the king himself, when it was sent over to him, af-
ter somne hesitation, theught proper to do the same.

* ¢¢ These concessions he again continued after his return; and
though it is probable he was averse to granting them, yet he
was at last brought to give plenary consent to all the articles
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that were demanded of him. Thus, after the contest of an age,
the Magna Charta was finally established ; nor was it the least
circumstance in its favour, that its confirmation was procured
from one of the greatest and boldest princes that ever swayed
the English sceptre.”

Gentlemen, Electors of Wigan,—If you elect me one
of your members, I shall consider it the highest honour
you can confer on me, and in return I shall consider
it an imperious duty to devote my time and bring all the
energies of my mind to your services, in discharge of the
serious and important duties which will devolve on me.
(Loud cheers.) I have reason to believe that my senti-
ments are known to many of you. I have been brought
as an independent candidate ; as an independent man I
will go into parliament, (or I will not go at all,) pre-
pared on all occasions to vote for the good of my coun-
try !—(Great cheers.) 1 understand the inhabitants of
Wigan are friendly to the trade to India and the vastre-
gions of China ; so am 1; but not for the purpose of get-
ting my election, as two printed letters I have before me
assert. I should not have touched upon the subject but
for such printed letters which have been sent to the jury
burgesses. Need 1 inform you that I have within the
last two or three years twice attended public meetings,
in Manchester, and voted for the opening of the trade.
Need I inform you, that when Mr. Buckingham, the
celebrated advocate of the measures, came to Manches-
ter, he brought letters of introduction to me from Lon-
don and Liverpool. Who, then, can say that my oppo-
gition to the monopoly is new and assumed for election-
eering purposes. Electors of Wigan, when 1 see this
assembled court, and the purpose for which it is assem-
bled, I feel proud that [ am an Englishman! Yes, I do
feel proud when 1 know the desperate attempt now mak-
ing in France, to destroy such courts in that country.
1 feel proud to reflect that King William the Fourth will
not, nay, dare not make such an attempt here. (Ckeers.)
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Mr. HarbcasTLE next presented himself.—Mr. May-
or,— Since | came to Wigan, I have bad so little time
to arrange every thing, that you mustexcuse any irregu-
larities in my address; | am now placed in a situation,
such as I never was before in my life, and certaiuly such
an one as 1 never contemplated.—[ Here some symptoms
of applause being manifested from the gallery, Mr. H.
turned round, and begged that his friends would not
distress his nerves by their plaudits; and his enemies,
if he had any, would hear him patiently.] He resumed,
I am here, a candidate for the representation of this an-
cient, loyal, and I hope I may soon add, independent
borough ; and this requisition which I hold in my hand,
is the apology for my presence; and I can also add, that
1 have the sanction of your worthy rector, who has done
me the honour to say, that although he has declined any
interference in politics, he wishes me success ; and if the
question of election was to be decided by the inhabitants,
my colleague and myself would be returned by a majo-
rity of 1000 to 1, and the gallant colonel would be drum-
med to his regiment. (Ckeers.) 1T have this day referred
for a definition of the word ‘‘inhabitant,” and I am
borne out, in asserting that the inhabitants have a right
to vote, according to the spirit of your charters.—He
then declared himself an enemy to universal suffrage, on
the grounds that the working classes were not capable,
for want of education, of exercising discreetly the power
it would place in their hands. He then continued, if I
am elected, I will go into the house an independent man.
I will take no man’s word on any question, but will
think for myself, which has not been the ecase with your
late representatives ; for colonel Lindsay has tacitly ad-
mitted that he has regularly voted under the shield of mi-
nisters, (Cheers.) 1 conceive, I am pledged to the
committee, and 1 will fulfil that pledge. [Mr. Hard-
castle spoke at some length after this, but appeared to
be in such an excited state, that he was obliged to sit
down.] . :
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Sir Rosert Horr LElcH said, sorry as he was to
occupy the time of the court, he felt himself called up-
on by the assertion that he had shewn himself hoatile to
the extension of the right of suffrage. How the gen-
tleman should have so much misconceived him he was
at a loes to understand ; but he could not bear the im-

utation ; the love of free election he had suckled in with

is mother’s milk ; and he had always been for the ex-
tension of the right of suffrage to the inhabitants at
large. He did not, however, understand, and no law-
yer understood, by the word inhabitant, every person
who might be found within the walls of the town: he
meant such persons as had a stake in the hedge, as paid
rates, as were responsible. To these he wished to see
the right of suffrage extended ; and he had been for thir-
ty years of his life engaged in the effort to extend it to
them ; but unluckily he had not found the practicability
of doing it. There was only one charter, and that was
the charter of James 11.—which recognized the right of
‘the inhabitants at large to vote. If this law were in
force, then, indeed, the inhabitants and the burgesses
were but one body, and the former had the strict right of
voting. But the charter itself was abolished soon after
it was given, and abolished by the same anthority by
which it was granted. That they might not, however,
fall into the mistake of imagining that this charter was
an act of liberality, he would quote from the charter
itself the terms on which this extended right of suffrage
was granted. The power of voting was given to all the
inhabitants : they were all made burgesses; butit was
provided always that the king retain full power and au-
thority, by the indefeasible right which inheres to him,
to remove, by an order in council, any mayor, bailiff, or
other officer of the borough. It was in consequence of
acts of this sort infringing upon the charters throughout
the Kingdom, and by invasions in other ways, on the
rights and liberties of his subjects, revolting to the li-
berties and to the feelings of the people, that they were
compelled to resist; and in consequence of that resis-
tance, the Archbishop of Canterbury presented ten arti-
cles of grievances: —the following was the sixth:—

1
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¢¢ To supersede all further persecutions of QUO WARRAN-
TO’S againgt corporations ; and to restore to them their antient
charters and privileges ; as they heard God had put into his
heart for the city of LoNDON, which they intended otherwise
to have made one of their principal requests,*’

The result was, that this charter, and others of a simi-
lar character, were annulled, and that directions were
issued to the Lords lieutenants of counties for restoring
corporations to their ancient charters, liberties, and fran-
chises. Although, therefore, he wished to extend the
franchise, and although he was as sanguine a friend as
any to such an object, he could not persuade himself
that the present effort would succeed, or that it was sup-
ported by the charters. His first appearance in pubﬁc
was in an effort to open the representation of the brough
and he succeeded in extending the suffrage to one hun-
dred and forty electors on whom the privilege was con-
ferred without reference to any consideration than
that of their respectability.

The Mavor then read the names of the different candi-
dates, but seemed somewhat at a loss how to ask the
meeting to make their choice. Mr. Raincock then rose
and said,—* Mr. Mayor, you appear to me not to know
your duty.”” Mr. Mayor loocked amazed, and Mr. Rain-
cock asked why he (the mayor) did not call for a shew of .
hands. b :

. 'The Mavor then called for a shew of hands on Colo-
nel Lindsay’s nomination, and about half a dozen were
held up. About the same number were held up for Mr.
Hodson, and rather more for Mr. Kearsley. When
Mr. Potter and Mr. Hardcastle were proposed, all the
hands in court appeared to be held up, and the accom-
panying shoui was tremendous. Mr.. Raincock then
asked the mayor who were the members chosen. The
Mayor, of course, named Mr. Potter and Mr. Hardcas-
tle, for whom he thought there was a majority of five
hundred. The other candidates then demanded a poll.

ivml&
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Mr. GaskeLr rose and proceeded to argue that
the mode of taking the election in that borough was to
call over the names from the roll of the court leet, the
burgesses being all jurymen of the court leet, and that
of course the poll would be taken in the usual manner—
that is from the jury list.

The Mavor was proceeding on this suggestion, when

Mr. Raincock interrupted—*“ The poll will not be
taken in the usual way. We protest azainst your usage.
You, Mr. Mayor, know your duty too well to be dic-
tated to by an attorney. You will take the poll as it is
taken in other places.”

Mr. Raincock then proceeded to state thathe was not
uite aware on what documeuts or evidence Mr. Gaskell
relied, nor what support he might derive from mutilated
charters and histories of England. But if their charter
were such as it was stated to be, it was a izost peculiar
one. In all boroughs of which he had ever heard, the
right of suffrage depended on some known, ackumow.
ledged, and easily recognised claim ; either birth, or
servitude, or the payment of toll or tax; but if their
borough had no such prin'ciEle, if the electors were
elected by persons elected, nobody could say by whom,
then he must say that their borough differed most re-
markably from all other boroughs whatever. The char-
ter spoke very differently, however, from the honourable
baronet, under the instructions of Mr. Gaskell The
very charter now to be resorted to—the charter of
Charles the Second, says, in its preamble, that it suffi-
ciently appears that the antient horough of Wigan had
heretofore sent representatives, and that the inhabitants
and burgesses are and have been one corporation. Now,
if burgesses were admitted from birth and servitude, it
followed that there was a class below the burgesses, and
these were the inhabitants mentioned in this charter. He
agreed that in considering the force of the word inhabi-
tant, they were not to apply it to every person living



71

within the circuit of the town. He must be liable to
taxes—he must have something whereby to fix his resi.
dence and his identity—he must be a legalis homo—he
must be a bona fide inhabitant—-he must be an adult—
he must be a male—he must not he tinged by any dis-
grace. These are the peopleiacluded in the term, inha-
bitant ; these were the people authorised by the charter
to vote, and did any man tell him that they were not to
tender their votes till others called them ! 'There was
no law from hindering any man from tendering his vote ;
if the vote were inadmissible, when he tendered it, then
was the time for enquiring into that; and if the mayor
ventured to refuse such votes as he had described he
would be a bold man.

CovLonEL Linpsay suggested that it would be sufficient
for the purpose of his opponents to have a number of the
inhabitants polled, exceeding that of the burgesses ; they
might be allnwed to come up and poll, and thus the great
object of preventing confusion, hostility, and disorder,
would be accomplished.

Mr. Raincock and Mr. Harw consented to the propo-
sition of Colonel Lindsay, but Mr. Gaskell again inter-
posed, and insisted on the old course of calling the bur-
gesses being adhered to. The attempt which was now
made, had been made before, in 1640. In that year an
election was held, and the only burgesses polled were
polled from the court leet list of jury burgesses. There
had been several elections within the recollection of the
mayor himself, and the same course of polling the elec-
tors, by calling the roll of jury burgesses, he must him-
self knoew, had uniformly been adhered to. With re-
gard to the election of 1640, he would show this by a
comparison of that jury list, and a certificate of the re-
turn, in both of which the names of the burgesses ap-
peared in the same order. ‘The certificate expressly
stated that the burgesses polled from the jury list. But
this was not all. In the election of 1640, the inhabi-
tants, as now, had tendered their votes, and they were
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rejected. The inhabitants on this account created zreat
disturbances, and the consequence was that a petition of
peace was presented to parliament, and that the burges-
ses were supported in their rejection of the votes of the
inhabitants; that decision had since been confirmed by
200 years usage.

The -eourt roll .of 30th of October, 1640, was then
read ; as well as the poll boek of the same year, and their
authenticity being admitted, it appeared that they did
present the names of the burgesses in corresponding or-
der. The certificate of the return was then read, it bore
the date of 26th of October, of the same year, and set
forth that the mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses, of Wigan
Were a corporation by prescription, and that such were
received for burgesses as were 80 made by election of
the burgesses for the time being, and had their names
entered on the roll of the same year, kept for that pur-
pose, That these were burgesses, and not such as were
only free to pursuetrade and handicraft within the town,
and that the corporation having received the warrant of
the sheriff, had by due and public notice fixed the elec-
tion for the 26th day of the present month. That on
that day, there being a great assembly of baronets,
knights, and gentlemen of quality, all enrolled burges-
ses, a poll was taken, and Orlande Bridgeman and
Alexander Rigby, Esquires, were chosen members;
which being done, it bappened, at the very end, that di-
vers inferior persovs, labourers, and handicrafts-men,
not being burgesses, did require that their voices should
be received in that election ; and being desired by us to
make appear that formerly they ever had any voices in
the election of hurgesses for parliament, they failed so to
do, all which the mayor made bold to certify.

The petition of peace was then read. It was dated
17th November, 1640, and signed John Bullock, mayor.

Mr. Raincock inguired if it were their E"esent worthy
mayor who who was then in that office. (Luughter.)




3

The petition, -being that of the mayor and burgesses
of Wigan, set forth, that their town for four hundred.
years last past was a corporation, in which the mayor,
or other chief officer and governor, the bailiffs, serjeant,
and others bis assistants, with other officers, were yearly
chosen by the greater number of the burgesses present
at that corporation ; which are, and have ever been re-
ceived for burgesses on election of burgesses then being,
and enrolled in the jury list; and that the said mayor,
&ec., have held and hold court leets, and other courts,
fairs, markets, and liberties, by reason whereof they were
enabled to pay to his majesty subsidies, fifteenths, and
other duties ; all which they had exercised during the
time aforesaid, as by ancient charter of Henry III.,
authorised to do. But that now divers inferior persons,
whose votes had not been before received, and who were
not enrolled burgesses, had, by instigation of others of
uncivil minds and disorderly government, complotted to
break, disannul, and annihilate the election held in the
foregoing month ; though that election had been duly
made and certified, according to antient usage, and re-
cent practice, as by ‘other evidence and the testimony of
divers persons of eighty years and upwards, if it should
be fit, should appear; that such persons do also give out
in their speeches that they would have a new eleotion :
and although often required, could not make it appear
that they or any of their capacities have, or ever had a
voice in the election. They therefore prostrate them-
. selves, their lives, liberties, and lands, before the foun-
tain of all justice, (to wit, the House of Commons}, so
they be pleased that the election may stand; and that
they (the mayor, &c.) may enjoy peace, and then, ac-
cording to bounden duty, &ec. o

- Mr. Grimsaaw examined.—Was town clerk, served
with his brother, who was town clerk before him, Mr.
- Clayton was town clerk before him. Within his expe-
rience, there were six or seven elections, al nane of
which had any votes been taken except those of the
jury burgesses. |
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" Qross-examined—never knew the inhabitants to ten-
der their votes.

Mr. Raivcock said,—that Mr. Gaskell, after his
parade of evidence had produced nothing in the way of
documentary proof, except an old jury list, and the
certificate of a return, which proved nothing but that
elections had before been held in Wigan, in ignorance of
the law of election. Every voter had a right to tender
his vote, and to have it accepted, or a reason for its re-
Jection assigned ; it was unnecessary to call a voter into
court to exercise his privilege, and if the mode of calling
him, were resorted to, to bar these of their right when
the court might not choose to call, it was illegal. It was
not yet established that it was the uniform practice in
Wigan, to eall the burgesses by roll, and if it were, no
prescription could overrule a right or deprive the subject
of it. And the right of every voter to tender his vote
was a right of wbich no returning officer had power to
obstruct the exercise. As to the other point, what had
he produced but an unauthenticated copy of a petition
which he stated to have been got up in 1640, in the time
of the civil war, a petition on which ne proceedings had
ever been founded, a petition which they did not know
had been received or presented, and which determined
nothing as to the propriety of rejecting the votes which
it stated to have been rejected. But what were these
votes ! They were persons of mean condition, and handi-
craftsmen ; this petition so styled and described them.
But there was no shadow of evidence of the rejection of
the votes of the class of persons now claiming, the legal
inbabitants, the bouseholders, and tax payers of the
town. The meeting at which the election was held was
a numerous meeting, consisting probsbly of this very
class, This alleged copy of a petition was worth no-
thing as evidence, and if it were, it went to prove his
case, and not Mr. Gaskell’s. In despair of earlier evi-
dence, he, Mr. G. calls on this young gentleman to
give testimony as to his own experience. He proved
that the votes of the inhabitants had not been accepted,
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because they had never been tendered. They did not
come there to learn that the right had been denied to the
inhabitants ; but there was no proof that they had been
determined to have no right. 't'he question of that right
had never heen raised withinthat gentleman’s experience,
but it was not lost on. that account.. He might suppose,
for instance, the case of one vacancy on the representa.-
tion of the borough, and Mr. Hodson and colonel Lind-
say contending forit. - Neither of them would raise this
question of course, -No other votes than those of the ju-.
ry burgesses would be tendered, and the question as.to
the right of the inhabitants Would remain undecided of
course. 1f themayor undertook rashly to decide agaipst
it, he would perhaps put himself in a very dangerous
predicament, as the mayor of Chester had done.

Mr. Harrrose :—The argument of his learned friend
had not been successfully met by the documentary evi-
dence. That evidence proved merely that a certain low
description of persous, certainly not persons paying scot
and lot, had been on one occasion rejected as voters;
leaving wholly untouched the question of the right of the
inhabitant householders. Evea this evidence, which
made not-at all against their case, rested on 'proof not
admissible, and of no value. "There was no evidence
where the original was, .or that there had ever been an
original. ‘They were not aware if such a petition .ever
existed, that it had ever been presented, far less that
any determination had been .come to upon it. It was
nothing more than a paper found in a chest, purporting
to be a copy of something else, of which there was no
other trace. No attenipt had been made to inform the
court of the practice previous to the reign of Charles I1.
and it seemed the fair interpretation of all the charters
that the inhabitants were included in the corporation;
and though the mayor had prematurely come:to a diffe-
rent conclusion, hie hoped that on reconsideration he
would be indaced to abandon it..

K
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‘The Mavor said, that from all the information he
could gather, as to the usage of the borough, it appear-
ed to him that the burgesses elected at the court leet, and
the honorary burgesses duly elected and sworn, were
the electors of the town. He knew of his own know-
ledge, that for forty years and upwards, no others had
been tendered. No evidence to the contrary was tender-
ed ; he was bound to decide accordingly ; and if he were
wrong, the opposing party knew how to raise the ques-
tion, and the House of Commons would set him right.
He would adhere to the old practice.

The names of the burgesses were then called from
the roll.

Mr. Raincock disputed one as not being a resident.

Mr. Gaskert contended that the votes of the non-re-
sident burgesses were admissible. And it was decided
that they were so by the opinion of very eminent counsel.
'Till within the last two years it had always been the cus-
tom for the mayor on retiring from office to nominate two
honorary burgesses. These were generally non-resi.
dents; and it was always considered that they bad a
right to vote.

Mr. Scorr followed on the same side, contending
that the honorary burgesses were bardly ever residents,
and that their right to vote was undisputed. It was
equally apparent {rom what was said in the petition of 190
years ago, that the same was the practise then, for that
the election was held in a great assembly of baronets,
knights, and gentlemen. -

Mr. Raincock admired the ingenuity of the gentleman,
but thought it a strange compliment to the town of Wigan
to take it for granted that because there were knights,
baronets, and gentlemen, at a former election, they
could not be inhabitants of the town. The presumption
was, that they lived in the town, at least, paid rates and
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taxes in it. If the mayor of Wigan Lad taken upon
himself the right of electing out-burgesses, the presump-
tion was against that right. ‘There was not une word of
it in the charters, not one word in the documents pro-
duced.

The votes of the out-burgesses were rejected; and the
town clerk countinued to call the names of the burgesses
from the roll, till the Duke of Glos’ter, and the Earl of
Balcarras were called.

Mr. Raincock rose with great animation and asked
what either of them had to do there, where their presence
would vitiate the election. What had they, peers of the
realm, to do with the return of members to the commons’
house of parliament? Did not this distinctly shew the
absurdity of the course which was pursued ?

After the jury list was gone through,l the vote of
John Holt, Esq. was tendered: he was not a burgess,
but paid rates. The vote was objected to: and

- Mr. Raincock claimed the right of being heard.

Mr. GaskeiL thought that the argument had been goue
into before. -

Mr. Raincock had certainly addressed his argument
merely to the point of the legality of calling the roll. He
was aware that the mayor had already declared his inten-
tion not to take these votes; but his opinion had been
prematurely formed, and pronounced, extra judicially,
and he hoped it would be reconsidered. He would now
say that there was nothing in any one of the charters to
deprive the inhabitants of their common law right :—he
would say more; that the charters expressly recognised
the inhabitants as burgesses. [Here he quoted from
them.] These charters made no mention of select or
picked bargesses. They spoke of the inhabitants as bur-
gesses. If abuse had grown into a secming right, it con-
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ferred none in reality ; and if the question never had
been raised, the house could not have decided on it, and
he hoped the mayor would re-consider his basty judg-
ment. .

~ The Mayor would not unsay what he had said.

Mr, HarL rose to argue on the same side, when he
was interrupted by the mayor, who exclaimed.—*Sir, I
must first reply to Mr. Raincock.?” Mr. Hall observed
that it was not his province to answer Mr. Raincock,
nor to decide upon what Mr. Raincock had said, till he
had also heard the argument which he had to urge on the
same side.

The Mayor: ¢ Sir, I must be heard. Sit down.”
Mr. Hacr: I will not sit down.”

The mayor, while Mr. Hall continued on his legs,
addressed himself ‘to Mr. Raincock, and asked.: if he
thought that after he had made up his mind, he would
be so fickle-as to-chauge it, for any thing he could say.

Mr. Harr continued :—All that his lea¥ned friend had
said was justified. The mayor avowed that he had
formed a judgment on the case before he had heard the
argument. - And that judgment was formed in contempt
of the expresa words of two charters. Was he now pre-
pared to state qn what ground he bad ceme to that deci-
sion, in-defiance of the charters of  Charles Yi, and
James I1, whieh:were expressly directed to’ the inhabi.-
tants at large? - That word- was-lable: to & -twefeld
construction. - It might -mean’ all whn lived within the
town ; or in its more general and stristly legal définitign,
all paying scot and-lot, -and actuaBy fesiding. - He had
no objection’ to'draw his pém wholly' thfough that word.
The charter of Charles again spoke of ‘the community,
which was invariably interpreted as meaning those pay-
ing scot and lot. 'I'he charter of James spoke to the
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same effect: pretisely, it spoke of the inhakitants; styling
them also the mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses. -On what
right then was this exclusive right founded. It was
built on no prescriptive right, for all the charters which
made Wigan a borough, were within -the-legal mentory
of man. If it were pretended.that there were a by-
law, to this effect, he insisted that no by-law could
be of any force against the comimon:law- zight of the
inhabitants. Were they to copsider these charters: of
any force! Were -thiey to-adopt ‘ote. part and reject
another ? If not, and if these charters of Charles and
James had any force, their meaning was unequivocal.
Corporations were the mere creatutes of:the ‘crown, and
never could affect to set up a eonstitution in oppesition
to the charter, to which they owed their existence. - The
peopleeven by the direct a’t:qluitasm.ce of-a public meet-
ing, could not  divest themselves- of tha power to exer-
cise this. right. - The case of Dover shewed that no-usage
of by-law-could prevail over the ‘decision of the charter,
At Dover, eighty: persons, at a public;. meeting, bhad
agreed to delegate to thirty-seven the cheice of a'repre-
sentative, and after-thé usage of sixty yeats, it was de-
cided that the right still resided -in-the-comhmunity at
large. This shewed how scrupulous the house was to
prevent a departure from the charter, and the mayor in
doing it, was Jdoing a most unwarrantable thing. It did
not appear from the evidence tendered as to recent
elections, that any one paying scot and lot had in that
ground tendered a vote ; and in' the documéent which
proposed to give an account of an election in 1640,
there was no infimation that any sith Vote had been
réejected.  To reject them now would be an instance of
gross partiality, and he begged to remind the mayor of
the painfnl predicament in which the mayor of Chester
had placed himself. He (Mr. Hall) hoped he would
divest his mind of apy. prejudice that ‘had fullen on it,
- and pause before he decided ‘that -they had not the right
‘which they claimed.

Mr. GASKELL replied that where the charters were
silent, they were driven to consider the usages. The
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usages here were immemorial, and the charter of
Charles confirmed all the usages and prescriptions of
the borough.

Mr. ITaie suggested to the mayor the expediency of
making a double return. :

The Mavor. “If I put one sort into the pot, and
t'other sort into the pot, what sort of a scum do you
think will come offit! My mind’s made up, and I will
reject all such votes as are tendered.”

After a little further discussion, the learned counsel
sat down, and votes were tendered and registered as
tendered, and rejected, till a sufficient number of
votes to exceed the whole of the jury burgesses were
tendered. When upwards of a hundred such votes had
been entered, and there seeming to be a probability
that thousands would be offered, Mr. Potter rose and
said, that as there had been already a sufficient number
entered to raise the question in the house, and to ensure
his election if the votes were declared good, it was un-
necessary longer to protract the business. The mayor
then stated the number of votes for each candidate.

OO0
'The following are the numbers -

HARDCASTLE—Tnhabitants. ... ».evevee.. 109
Corporation Votes.... .., 7

e ——

~ Total.. 116

———

POTTER—Inhabitants. ....: eev-vneveses 109
Corporation Votes.cevecerensasee 3

———

Total,. 112

t—
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HODSON-—Corporation VoteS. wicecessesces 45
Mayor and Bailiffs............... 3

Objected to..... cretenssranstans 6

Total.. &4

LINDSAY~—Corporation Votes......... veosna 38
Mayor and Bailiffs......coc0000ne 3

Objected t0.vceeverneeranessans 4

Total.. 45

KEARSLEY~Inhabitants....... ccovees ceese 2
Corporation Votes...voeavennen 7

Objected t0 « o cvvevearevtanansne 3

 Total.. 12

On the poll clerk’s handing up the return to the may-
or, and proclamation being made, he declared Mr. Hod.
son and Colonel Lindsay duly elected. Mr. PorTER
immediately arose and protested against the return as
unjust and illegal, and coutrary to the sense of the town.
He reminded the audience that when he addressed the
thousands who surrounded him on Tuesday he told them
this struggle would probably not end on the day of elec-
tion. He exorted those who were so nobly struggling
for their rights, during the interval before parliament
assembled, calmly to consider the subject in a?l its bear-
ings, and obtain the best legal advice. He thought
nothing bad transpired that day which at all weakened
the claim of the inhabitants, and he begged most solemn-
ly to assure them, that if the result o%the best informa-
tion which could possibly be got induced them to go on
with the struggle, he should be ready to assist them.—
(Cheers.) But he begged to remind bis friends that they
must prepare for an arduous, and, probably, a long
struggle. Preston, after having been four times brought
under the notice of parliament, obtained its freedom at

{ |
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last. The spirit of the times was favourable to. the un.
dertaking. - If-the borough ‘was thrown open a blow
would be given {0 the boroughmongering system, and
the baneful influence of the aristocracy shook to its foun-
dation. ‘It had been proved that 154 peers and other
rich men return a majority of the members of the com-
mons’ -house of parliament. What an odiops, what an
unjust and disgraceful system this was; and he was as-
tonished. that it. shonld have the support of any honest
man. He thanked those who had proved themselves his
friends by honouring him with their support, and, not-
withstanding the undue partiality which had disgraced
the proceedings of this day, still he had the most lively
hope of finally conquering. ~~  °

Colonel Linpsay rose to return thanks :—he congra-
tulated the court on the peaceable manner in which this
election had been conducted; he thought his honoura-
ble opponent, Mr. Potter, had conducted himself with
great propriety, and had shown great ability :—he
should much wislr to see him in parliament, where the
talent which had that day been displayed would be
brought into action. The colonel expressed his best ac-
knowledgements to the burgesnses for the high honor thiey
had done him; and. déclared he wonld do all in his pow-
er to serve theni. He'would yote  for econpmy and re-
trenchmentso for asthey were consistent with the honour
and security of thestate. - -~ -~ = ' :

. Mr. Hodson thé.ﬁked.the electors. for the honour they
had done him, and assured theiti he would at all times
attend tohisduty. " - -

Mr. HAW@TLB_ bad previously left the court from

indisposition.

 The mayor then declared the business of the day ter-
minated. Animmense crowd had congregated in front
of the Hall, dnd all of them followed the popular candi-
date, Mr. Potter, to his inn, rending the heavens with
their acclamations,
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The crowd, to the number probably of five or six
thousand, were addressed at great length by Mr. Pren-
tice, of Manchester, on the India monopoly, the more
oppressive and more iniquitous corn monopoly, and last
not least, the odious borough monopoly, the source of
all the sufferings which the people endured. He after-
wards congratulated them on that day’s proceedings in-
asmuch as he considered their chance of succeeding
doubly apparent, and concluded, by hoping the crowd
would peaceably retire. '

Mr. Hodson, and Colonel Lindsay were attended
from the Hall to the Eagle and Child by their small re-
tinue of burgesses, but without a single cheer of con-
gratulation from the people as they passed along the
street. It bad been customary at former elections to
chair the members elected, but these gentlemen, on
this occasion, bad very wisely adopted the expediency
of walking. lu order to secure a little popular favour,
it has also been the custom at elections here for the
members to throw money to the populace :—for this pur-
pose Mr. Hodson and Colonel ]I:indsay, from a window
at theinn distributed a quantity of silver, but so few were
. Present that it appeared almost a difficulty to find per-
sons willing to pick up their gratuitous offerings. In
what the moral of sach a practice consists, it would be
difficult to define.

In the evenipg Mr. Potter and his friends returned to
Manchester; previpusly to their departure an immense
crowd bad assembled to accompany them out of town :—
they took their leave amidst most vehement cheering.

we b OP S bt

On the Monday Mr. Potter issued the following ad-
dress from Manchester :— o ‘
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To the Independent Electors of the town of Wigan.

———
Gentlemen,

The lateness of the hour at which the poll closed
on Saturday, and the fatigue préduced by the crowded
state of the court, deprived me of the opportunity and
power of thanking you, as [ should have wished to do, in
person, for your uniform kindness and your warm sup-
port during the preceding week.:

When I arrived amongst you, on Tuesday, I
publicly stated my conviction that the conclusion of the
election would be the commencement of our struggle ; it
was with this understanding, that I consented to be
nominated, and that you honoured me with your suffra-
ges. The return of our opponents cannot, therefore,
have surprised or disappointed you; and it would ill be-
come me to address you in the language of condolence on
your being now summoned to that conflict, which yon
have anxiously and honourably sought.

All that occurred on Saturday affords, indeed,
new ground for confidence, and demands the language
of triumph. We have seen the weakness of the enemy’s
case ; we have seen them unable to meet the strength of
our’s ; and we have thus derived additional assurance of
the legality of your claim to choose those Members of
Parliament who style themselves the Representatives
of Wigan. ,

"We have also seen, however, that justice is not
the rule of power ; we have learned that whatever we
acquire, must be acquired by zeal, by activity, by per-
severance ; and, that to ensure our ultimate triumph,
the spirit, which ynu have so nobly exhibited, must
not, for one moment, be relaxed. That it will not be
relaxed, I am well convinced, and throughout the
struggle, however protracted, 1 shall be found at my
post. by your side.

I trust, at no distant day, it will be my pleasing
duty to congratulate you on your completed Triumph.,
and to share with you the honours of your well-earned
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Victory; but 1 cannot now omit my grateful acknow-
ledgments for the warm reception, the uniform kindness,
the generous support, which my Colleague and myself
have experienced from all ranks, from the wealthbiest
Merchant and Manufacturer, to the humblest Weaver
and Spinner; and which have excited in my heart, feel- -
ings of the deepest gratitude, and, I will add, affection
for the Inhabitants of Wigan.

The numerous gentlemen of the Legal Profession,
who came forward and rendered you and I their gratui-
tous assistamce, are, in the consciousuess of public
desert, entitled to a higher meed of praise than 1 know
how to render them. .

Electors of Wigan! let their example animate,
as their experience and knowledge will guide you in
the maintenance of a struggle so well begun, and we
shall—we must succeed.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your faitbful and humble secvant,

RICHARD POTTER.
Broughton, Aug. 2, 1830.

On the same day it was also publicly announced that
the committee would meet to arrange upon further
proceedings. ‘The following is a copy of the notice :

OPENING OF THE BOROUGH.

Tue Members of the Committee for extending the
Elective Franchise of the Borough, are requested to
meet at Mr. Lewis Rowe's, the Dog Inn, on Wednes-
day Evening next, the 4th instant, at seven o’clock, for
the fartherance of this desirable object.

 Aug. 2, 1830,

- 00Q le
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- The following letter was circulated amongst the

burgesses .-—
R Heb H—I, 2u0d Aug. 1830.
My Dear Sir,

: T cannot allow the presetit opportunity to pass,
without tendering to you my leurtfeit -thanks for the
bigh and distinguished honour 'you bave donemy rela-
tive, ‘CoLoNeL LiNbsay, by ‘teturning him as one of
your tepresentatives for your truly independent borough.

Bir, in so deing, 1 trust the motives by which I -em
actuated will be duly appreciated by the independent
Electors of your ancient and loyal borough. 1In stand-
ing forward as the unsolicited advocate of these Rights
dnd 'Privileges, which you ‘and your predecessors bave
so long exercised, 'with se much benefit to:the interests
of your town, and your country at large, 1 am doiag no
more than fulfilling a duty which I owe, not only to you
individually, but to the inhabitants in general of this
popalous district.

It was my intention to have waited personally upon
those gentlemen through whose favour -my repected re-
lative has been so triumphantly returned, and therefore,
Sir, itis my duty to explain to-you, the grounds which
caused me to change that intention.

" Late on Saturday Evening, the Gentleman who
superintends my Collieries, &c. wsforsned me, thaton
paying the wages of my labourers, there was a very uina-
nimous feeling manifested by them, to assist yowx and
myself, in resisting -a claim, raised by certain Dema-
gogues against a certain Right which we have so long
exercised for our own private adantage.

~_ Sir, an appeal coming from so numerous and res-
pectable a body, I could not resist, 1' therefore consented
to their proposition of stopping ‘one shilling 'a week-out
of their wa es, ‘towards defraying the expenses of pro-
fecting’*tliaé Right. - Sir, 'so noble, so ‘generous, so pa-
triotic an example; 1:am sure you “will -duly: estimate ;
therefore, Sir, in suggesting to you the propriety of ren-
dering our cause all the pecuniary aid in"your-power;, I

ivml&
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think it would advance the emif we bave in view, namely,
our own individual inlerest, if you suggest to your
workmen, and to any individud] over whom you possess
any influence, the necessity of paying into your hands
one penny per week, as a fund for defraying any expenses
we way incur in protecting our Rights, and when re-
ceived to be paid into the hands of Jokn Hodsen Kears-
ley, -Fsq., he haviog given ws a sufficient pledge of
sincerity in'ounr.cause. . Sir, the last-subject to-which |
liave alluded: must be my-apology: for not having waited
personally upon you. The subjectis a.delicate one, but
pecuniary aid we must have.

My own, and my late Father’s political steward,
and adviser, taking such great interest-in our just cause,
and having pledged his services without any charge,; will
hawe the pleasure of waiting upon you for the purpose of
aggrandising {1 beg pardon, I mean orgapieing) each
iarividunl veter in the dietrict in which. his services may

be required. _
Tam, Dear Sir,
With yafeigned respect,

Your devoted servant,
THE BANE OF WIGAN.

—

On Wednesday Mr. Hodson and Colonel Lindsay
gave a Dinner to their friends, but the attendance was
not so numerous as on former occasions. ‘

*

Previously to the hour of dining, thefollewing squibs
were published . - o

“"WANTED, immediately, 60 or 80 Gentlemen of Wigan,
to attend at the Eagle and €hild, at three ¢’clock,. to eat and
drimk in henour of the Colonel’s last slection.; Those who attend
will be pleased to sheut well on hearing the srords Independent,
Neble Spirited,  Magnanimous Electors.of this Borough ! ! 1—
Respectable Tradesipen meed uot apply, a8 they won’t do.

{ |
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THE POOR (BURGESSES) OF WIGAN.
-G O 0d—

Several notorious gentlemen taking into consideration the
distressed state of the POOR (Burgesses) OF WIGAN, have
charitably undertaken to give them A DINNER on Wednesday
next.

As it is 80 Jong since the *° Poor Burgesses’’ had a Dinner,
it is thought that they will be more voracious than usual, and
that an extra quantity of ¢ L——————Y SOQUP and PIE”
will be required. The Benefactors and Managers of the ** Poor
Burgesses’® having so many claims upon their generosity in
the building of Town Halls, &c. the Public are respectfully
informed that Donations towards defraying the Expenses of
the Charity will be thankfully received.

Speeches to be recited by the Managers upon the 1ndepen-
dence of the  Poor Burgesses,”” and upon the East lndia
Monopoly, if ready cut and dried, will be useful and accepta-
ble.—Donations will be received at H h Hall ; or at the
Office of the gratuitous Attorney, Wigan,

it P @ee-

The following address was issued by Mr. Hardcastle :

To the Worthy, Loyal and Independent Electors of
the Ancient Borough of Wigan.

_ e
Gentlemen,

I now again calmly and dispassionately revert to the
consideration of that question, in which we have been so
enthusiastically engaged. ‘I'he impression upon my
mind remains the same: it is a thorough conviction of
the legal, as well as moral, justice of your claim. - Let
us ungeviatingly continue to pursue the strict line of law,
and 1 feel no anxiety ax to the result.

Gentlémen, I am not over fond of indulging in pro-
fessions. 1 would prefer leaving my deeds to speak for
me ; but upon the sentiments, your kind copduct bas in-
spired; may I be permitted to remark, that the tie of
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gratitude, with which I feel bound, is strong as the tie
of brotherhood. ‘

My respected colleague, as well as myself, will stea-
dily pursue the great object we have before us; we will
never relax our exertions ; and let us hope, that by con-
stantly regarding your welfare, and unceasingly devot-
ing ourselves to the interests of the community at large,
We may ever merit a continuance of your esteem,

Gentlemen, for the present permit me to bid you adieu,
and along with the gratitude to yourselves, suffer me to
unite the thanks I owe to the numerous friends, who from
public spirit or private regard, have honored us with
their energetic aid ; and believe me, Gentlemen, to be
ever

Your most kumble and faithful Servant,

JAMES HARDCASTLE.

v

Bldelpoo!, 9th August, 1830,

To the Independent Electors of Wigan.
Gentlemen,

A Fortyiearhaving now elapsed since we made
the ever glorious and memorable struggle to recover our
Jjust and legal rights, and though the committee of ma-
nagement have not suffered their proceedings to trans-
pire, and our opponents are using all their exertions to
damp our enthusiasm, let us not be dismayed; our cause
is in good hands ; the gentlemen, to whose care we have
entrusted the sacred charge, have not been idle; after
much labour and pains, they have ascertained that the
cobweb and moth-eaten papers, exhibited at the election
by the gratuitous and unpaid advocate, are valueless,
except as a weapon against our opponents.

Let us bear our prosperity with becoming mode-
ration ; let us not suffer our passions to gain the ascen-
dancy over our reason ; but as our chief magistrate late-
ly observed, conduct ourselves soberly. Let us convince
our adversaries, by our behaviour, that we have no wish

« F
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to deprive themn of their legal rights, but, that we are
anxious and determined to participate with. them in those
ptivileges, which, as inhabitants of this ancient bomgh ,
we conceive ourselves justly entitled to, and fully com.
petent to exereise,

We must be aware, that notwithstanding much
hiss been done in our favour, there still remains much to
do; and thoagh we have achieved a triumph, still our
victory is not complete. We must not relax ia our ex-
ertions, but, ratiter remew them with redoubled vigour.
We must etrengthen our out-posts, double our guards,
rrocura plenty of ammunition; let every ball bear the
mpress of his late Majesty, either in gold ov silver, aad
the wadding consist of the representatives of the Bank of
England ; let our scouts be constantly on the alert; but
be particularly cautious of treachery in the camp. Fi-
nally, let us use all our endeavours, individually and
collectively, to persuade our friends, the friends of free-
dom, not to be backward in sending in supplies to the
treasury; for these are the sinews of war, the weapons
with which the outer walls of St. Stephen’s must be bom-
barded, if we wish to place our favourite candidates
firmly and comfertably in their seats within.

“*Tis not in morials to command suceess, but
We'll do more! we'll deserve it.*

PRO ARIS ET FOCIS.
Wigan, Ang. 16, 1880.

. /

The committee continue to hold their meetings, and
have daily communication with thelr Mauchester and

Bolton friends, The necessary arrangements are in pro-
gress for the furtherance of this most desirable object.

e

Folio 67 was printed by mistake, instead of G5,
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THE POLL

FOR THE ELECTION OF

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT,

FOR THE

BOROUGEH AND CORPORATION

OF

WZGAHN g

TAKEN BETWEEN

JAMES ALEXANDER HODSON, Esq, COLONEL JAMES LINDSAY.

RICHARD POTTER, Esq. JAMES HARDCASTLE, Esq.
AND

JOHN HODSON KEARSLEY, Es.

Begun and held

IN THE MOOT HALL,

IN THE BOROUGH AFORESAID,

On Saturday the Thirty-first Day of July, 1830.

BEFORE

The Worshipful HENRY BULLOCK, Esq. Mayor.

WILLIAM ASHTON and WILLIAM BLACKBURN, Gents. Bailiffs,
s o b L TP

WIGAN:

PRINTED BY J. HILTON, MARKET-PLACE.

1830.
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A LIST OF ELECTORS

WHO POL

LED AT THE

Election for Members of Parliament,

IN WIGAN,
On the 3lst. JULY, 1830.
e ¢ 4 daam
Candidates.

Jas. Alex. HODSON, Esq. *} Nominated by Mr. BARTON, -
Colonel Jas. LINDSAY, Seconded by Myr. HALIBURTON, «~
. Nominated by Mr. ACTON, »

Richd. POTTER, Eaq. ° ;’Seconded by Mr. J. CROUDSON.
Nominated by Mr. BANCKS, *
Jas. HARDCASTLE, Esq. ;'Secouded by Mr. J. FISHER. |

JOHN HODSON KEARSLEY, Esq.-: himself.

|

b f Prre-

Very soon after the Poll commenced, a Protest was made against the

receiving of any Votes from

those Jury'Burgesses who were Out-

Burgesses, or, not paying Scot and bearing Lot in the Borough.

63~ First Column, HODSON, second do. LINDSAY, third do. POTTER, fourth do.
HARDCASTLE, fifth do. KEARSLEY. Those marked ob, were objected to,
and thoge marked r. were rejected,

Nawmes of Voters. Residence,
Thomas Hardman,.  Wigan,
~ William Eccles, - -do..

Thomas Barton, —

Thomas Weoodcock, = Wigan,
Joseph Bevan, . do.
Henry Gaskell do.

John Hodson Kearsley,- do.
Thomas Parwell, Standish,

Pemberton, Esquire,

Profession. Ho. L. P. Ha K.
cotton spinner, 1 1

cotton spinncr, 1

r

« banker. 1 1
Esquire, 11
gentleman, 11

Esquirc, 1 1
cotton spinmer, 1 1

i vmk
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Names of Voters. Residence, Profession. Ho.
Alexander Haliburton, Wigan, esquire, LI |
Samuel Newsham, do. solicitor, S |
John Croudson, do. solicitof,

Richard Topping, do. labourer, 1
Sir Robert Holt Leigh,” do.’ baronet, ¥ 1
Christopher Irving, do. timber merchant, 1
Thomas Grecen, * do. yeoman, 1
- John Acton, do. ootton merchant,
Wililiam Rogerson, do. farmer, 1
John Bullock. do. gentleman, 1
James Bancks, do. cordwainer, 1
Thomas Moorfield, do. gentleman, 1
James Brown, do. geuntleman, 1
- John Rylanmce, Warrington, manufacturet,
John Thompson, Wigan, iron merchant, 1
Samuel Singleton, do. gentleman, |
Hugh Gaskell, do. gentleman, t
William Bancks, do. ‘warper, |
John Cooper, do. tax gatherer, 1
Thomas Moore, de. ironmonger 1
John Fisher, do. liquor merchant, 1
Ralph Lowe, do. linen manufact.
Thomas Lowe, do. dyer, 1
Robert Morris, de. soliciter, i
John Hopwood, do. gentleman, 1
John Willgoose, do. farmer, 1
Richard Ashton, do. Look -keeper, 1
< 'Thomas Roby, do. cotton spinner, 1
- William Woods, do. colton spinner, i
James Donaldson, do. linen merchant, |
John Brown, do. ~ stalioner, 1
Nicholas Cowell, jun. do. inokecper, i
John Woodcock, Pemberlon, banker,
James Ashtoy, Wigan sprjcant at mace,
James Thompson, do, iron merchant,
John Whittle, do. saddler,
* Luke Smalley, do, tallow chandier, 1
John Atherton, do. _ painter, 1
<
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Names of Volers. Residence. Profession. Ho. L. P. Ha K,
+ Ralph Knight, Wigan, butcher, 11
+ Jobn Cartwright, do. cotton spinner, 1 . 1
+ Luke Ashton, do. manufacturer, 11
2 James Knight, do. butcher, 1 1
x John Ranson, do. manufacturer, 1 1
James Lowe, do. manufacturer, 1 1
~ John Thacker, do. malt dealer, 1 1
¥  Henry Robinson, do. common brewer, 1 1
~ James Bancks, do. solicitor, 1
-~ Roger Holt Leigh, Leeds, esquire, 11
-~ James Kcarsley, Hulton,  esquire, 1
+ Jas, Alexander Hodson, Upholland, esquire, 1 i
Edward Kearsley Hindley, esquire, 1
Thomas Stopforth, Upholland, esquire, 11
& James Lindsay, Londop, esquire, 1
Thomas Kearsley, ' Tyldesiey_, esquire, 1 D 1
+ Jobhn i-Ioll;, Wigan,  esquire, 1 I
ﬂeecq Bevan, do. - cotton spinper, 11
Edmupd lﬁlston, do. .. cheesec factor, 1 1
Ralph Greenough, do. gentleman, P 1
Jobn Acton, jun. do. . cotton spioner, 1 1
George Daglish, do.  surgeon, 1 1
< John Crifphley, do. tailor, 11
< Thomas 8herrington, do. innkeeper, 1 1
Thomas Smith, do. Jjoiner, 11
James Catterall Leech, do. hosier, | R |
William Waddipgton, do. tailor, 1 -1
Roger Bolton, do. tin-plate worker, 1 1
Robert Bolton, do. gun-maker, 1 1
William Ranicar, do. druggist, 1
JameslM(-)lyle, " do. grocer and draper, 11
John Righy, do, grocer, b 1 1
Timothy Leadbetter, do. watch.maker, 1 1
Lawrence Marsden, do. hatter, 1 1
Jonathan Hallam, do, shoe.m: ker, 11
Lewis Rowe, do. innkéepcr, 1 1
Jobn Heyes, do. pewterer, 11
William Sleddon, do. auctioneer, 1 1
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Names of Voters.
David Brown,

Richard Kearsley, .
Charles Yates,
Thomas Peers,
Thomas Woods,
Adam Jackson,
Thomas Hawett,
William Tidmarsh,
Peter Aspinall,
James Willgoose,
William Ainsworth,
Richard Tennant,
John Clough,
Thomas Cook,
Charles Potter,
Thomas Latbam,
Ebenezer Little;
Thomms Clare,
James Avdrew Bolton
George Rice, sen.
Thonms Danaon,
Edward Glassbreok,
‘Fhomas Rigby,
Thomas Rigby,
Samuel M‘Clare,
Robert Waddington,
€aleb Hilton, sen.
James Wilkinson,
Henry Leadbetter,
Thomas Tickle,
John Alker, sen.
William Milligan,
Francis Heath,
‘Fhomas Pendlebury,
Henry Swifl,

Ralph Fairbrother,
John Longworth,
James Auslin, sen.

Residence.

Wigan,

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

do’

do
do
do
do
do

Profession,

grocer,
victualler,

warehouseman,
maunufactorer,
blacksmith,
painter,
surgeon,

corn dealer,
innkeeper,
currier,
currier,

corn merchant,
flour dealer,
draper,

flour dealer,
manufacturer,
draper,
gentleman,
gentleman,
gentleman,
buteher,
victualler,
shopkeeper,
butcher,
draper,
victualler,
victoaller,
carter,
victouller,
surgeon,
watch.maker,
draper,
victualler,
publican,
surgeon,
victualler,
shopkeeper,
cowkeeper,
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Names of Volers, Residence. Profession. Ho. L. P. Ha.
Robert Tootell, Wigan, victualler
Richard Fegan do manufacturer,
John Leyland, do shopkeeper,
John Heaton, do shopkeeper,
James Alien, do shopkeeper,
John Wood, do gardener,
Richard Procter, do currier,

John Kirby, do shopkeeper,
Reobert Swift, do. yeoman,

Brice Dean, do painter,
William Clarke, do tailor,

Edward Kelly, do cordwainer,
William Worsley, do painter,
Richard Atherton, do clogger,
George Marsh, do shopk eeper,
William Hall, do cordwainer,
Edward Dowson do tea dealer
James Rowe do manufactarer,
John Milnes do grocer

Joha Rothwell do . victualler
Ralph Hammersley do draper

George Smith do . tailor

James Richard Grimshaw, do draper
Thomas Wood do joiner *
William Bullock do  gentleman
Ralph Winstanley do °  shopkeeper
Samuel'‘Holt do ironmonger
Thomas Newsham do brush .maker
Thomas Newsham do manufacturer
Michael Brown do victualler
George Peck do sail.maker
Thomas Ball do victualler
Thomas Shaw do victualler
‘Thomas Coates do dyer

Thomas Jenkinson do grocer

William Shaw, jun, do cotton merchant
Richard Shaw do eotton merchant

Israel Taylor do manafacturer
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THODSON .. v eererersvanennrens 54
LINDSAY . .oeiiieereennennnen,

45

"POTTER .........cciiiiiiineansss 112

"HARDCASTLE ......cccoivianann.

116

KEARSLEY . .. t.everrionnenenee, 12
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J. KILTON, PRINTER, WIGAN.
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Nawes of Voters. Residence. Profession, He. L. P. Ha, K.
William Byrom Wigan grocer 1 1
James Rothwell do victualler 1 1
Thomas Moss do book-keeper 1 1
Edward Fisher do draper 1 1
William Norris do victualler 1 1
Hevory Bullock do mayor 1 1
William Blackburn do gentleman 11
William Ashton do solicitor 1 1
Robert Acton do whitesmith i
James Scotson do druggist 11
William Burdekin . do writor 11
William Moss ~ do tailor 11
Jobn Danson " do hair.dresser 11
i“Lawrenee Isherwood do cotton spinner 11
Richard Marsden do tailor 1 1
il }Dpm-
TOTAL NUMBERS POLLED.
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