




"Gules a Castle with three Towers Argent
surmounted by a Crown composed of Fleur
de Lis Or, and for the Crest, on a Wreath of
the Colours, In front of a King's Head
afFrontee couped below the Shoulders Proper,
vested Gules, crowned and crined Or, a Lion
couchant guardant Or". And for Supporters,
"On either side a Lion Or holding in the
exterior Paw a branch of Mountain Ash
proper".
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Map showing the situation of Wigan in relation to the principal towns of Lancashire
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nGAi'T POLICE.



u True liberty can only exist when justice

is equally administered to all? to the king

and to the beggar'」

Chief justice 血ansfield.
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Introduction.

I.

” The primary object of an efficient police force

is the prevention of crime; the next is that of the

detection and punishment of offenders if crime is

committed. To these ends sll efforts must be directed 0

The protection of life and proper七y,七he preservation

of public trsjiquiD.itjr and the absence of crime will

alone prove whether the objects for which the nolice

were appointed have been atta.inedn • (I) 0

Hovz was law and order maintained prevxous to 1 the

professional police forces?

To find the answer to this question means delving

into the early history of oiir country,because that is

where the start of our police forces lie’based on

customs for securing order through the medium of

appointed representatives•

The police force was evolved,not created.

(I). Sir HiC''?.rd ' 'ayne ,1329. One of the first Commissioners

of the i.^etropolitan Police.



Mcly Police history. 2。

There \7ere three mein s七ages ? la)the people themselves

were responsible for lav/ and order <» (b) o .(rhen the Justices of The

Peace?assisted by constables,were in charge of the policing of

the county.Lc).The paid professional ^ol^ce forces.

Jhe Saxons first introduced a tribel system of police v/hen

•tbey settled in this country「In whi ch the head man axid members

of each settlement were responsible for each others conduct 0

as the country became more united ? the .Cing ,v/ho claimed actual

police supremacy as ^the ^p.pjhest maintainer of the peace11 ?in retuurn

for the allegia.nce and good conduct of ?5.s subjects,guaTanteed

a state of neace and security knov/n as the "King's Pee.ceH. (I).

A3.1 were entitled to the "Kind's Peace : ?except those v/Mo by

committing crime had placed themselves outside the Dale of society,

or those who not having land of then.r o.m had f?.i3 ed to x)ut themselves

into a tithing. <2).

it was under the wise rule of 八:tn」Alfred,。thousand yesxs

ago t-;at an effective sy$七en of police and local rovernraent was

established for the first time in oajron England.

in the course of his campaigns he had united under him all

the rival factions within the limits of ./esse?: and Mercia and from 

then on his policy was a peaceful one. Me commissioned, one of bis

(I).G.^owsrdyin his -oo :：Guardians Of The Queenj s Peace,says. It is

me King of ..essex in the 8tb. century - who deserves recognition cs

the originator o± the conccp 七 ion of the ^King's Peace« Pare ?..5.

(2) 3oo : ror Police ,by -・Gar9i 七七。Ps.ge\ 2.



high of. icers or .'C.rls in each of the several, provinces to keen

the ner.ce « <1）.

in order to do this more effectively he divided the country into

shires of which was placed under the supervision of a shire

Reeve or sheriff, xhese men were selected by the people and were

answer able to -che ZarJ . 1'he shires ir. turn were split up into

districts knov/n as hundreds and townshrips and these were divided

into groups known as tithings <>

Every freeman a.bove the age of twelve years v/as required to

be enrolled in a. titb.j.ng?for their mutual protectior ? and for the

more easy discovery of offenders a：f（iongst them«, Each member of the

■bithrLng -c；,ave securit^z and was bourd by his pledge on oath to be

answer able for the good 'behaviour o± the others. ±his was called

the 1 ?ra.nkp3_edge;。（2）。

./hen one memljer conu litted a crime the others were bound to

produce ?-.im for punj.shment or to ;oay a Denal七ye.m~ freeman

left his neighbourhood,anyone who sheltered him becarae res?Donsib3.e

for his conduct a.f*ter the second ni.^ht. if none would be responsible

for him he ibe seized a.s a felonoPersons whose reputations

vzere so evil that "they could not find any tithing willing to be

bound for them were outcasts,subject to all tbe de.r?;:ers of outlawr.； （7

（工）・ Who rolice service A・S3vill 。 lage .3 -

力 Ibido 上'age°4.



The headman of the tithing: was known v&riousl?/ as tithing­

man ,headborough or borshelder,from the J^xon word for pledge ?

borh or borhoe. in each, shire the tithings were combined in

cohipaiiies of ten,each of which group would be about one hundred

fa.miln.es?settlements or townships. These himd.reds -.vere under the

jurisdiction of a. bai3J:Cf or aJ-dernif?n• institution of the

frr-nk*-ole5.ge system me^.e everybody in into ? constable,

in effect .under the control of the headborough. it was the duty of

the headborour：h to raise everyone else to hue and cry in pursuit of

a fugitive crirainal. When the criminal wa.s caught ,the entire

community could make the accusation against him ? alternatively? the

accuser or the surviving relative could appear in couj?t personally.

Petty crimes reported by the franl^pledgc came before the liundred

Court which met frequently.the principal seat of justice wa.s

Shire or County Colwu zpresided over by the Ji shop or Earl°l[)・

•Jhe Sherif.:' made an annual visit to each tithing and

renev/ed the frenknledge.

The system introducec1 in 七"e Anglo-Saxon period survived

until after th.e j7 or man conouest. It t^en bec2】ne altered, but

not ；7?'oily destroyed o

The conquered lands were divided between Y.'illirm7 s soldiers

and the more free institutions of the Anglo-Saxons gave way to

feudal orgs.niz^t ions which, ./ere more of a military nature ?however

the frankpledge still operated in many are?s. 2very feudal lord

was answerable to his liege for the •tra.nquili^z of -its lands.

(I) .Guardians Of The Queen1 s Peace.j?age?2> .



The king distrusted the and appon.nted sheriffs

himself,usually from men of the baroioial class。(工)° They continued

to control the police administration of the cowitry? collected

the king1 s revenues and assumed a nevi importance over the county

courts .which th e bishops and earls had previousl^T- ■presided over.

The bishops nov; retired with their spiritual cases to the

new church courts ?the earls authority over the county couirts

disappeared. ±'he sheriff was therefore left as the sole ruler

for the king over the shire and also the county court. Tie went

on circiiit annually to hold h5_s courts and deal with crimes and

offences <, Due to the severitjr of the sherzlfxf s courts they were

never popuJ.ar end t^ey were soon superseded by B：-：tronia.l or Qourts

Loet。

■i'he nane ox Constable co：iies in at this period (2)/Te was a

local majn?elected a七 the Courts Leet by his neighbours ?and stoyed

in office for a year .时：Is emblem of office was a staff which in

later yeers stood outside 七he door of his house, Pc??t of his job

v/as to arraign suspects before the court and in the travelDAng

courts of the early Norman kings be was responsible for the

outdoor staff and the provisioning of the horses«, -e credually

"took over the job of the old h.et dborou- h o x'he name 1 constable(

appears to derive from the Latin,cornea stabuli ?Count of the stable (3) o

(-C) oi'he Book J'or Police .rage .4：-5.

(2) .Guardians Of i'he Queen1 s Peace .Tage .25 .

0) .Virtue1 s Simplified Dict?.onary.
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The Assize Of Clarendon,二E557 revived 切e frankpledge

sjrstem 切。0切以ghly・ Visiting justices、亦o were Iocp.1 men appointed

by the Crown ?v/ere c ommi s si one d to receive the recognisances and to

administrate justice ・(工)。

Tn 工工70,due to complaints of oppression and ezrbortion

against the sheriffs,being proved5the king deposed most of them .

xheir successors were of lower rsjalf /./ere 1.10rc submissn.ve ?a.nd were

now once more elected by the people o

Efforts were made to improve 切勺e po?.ice administration and

the Statute of Jinc^ester 5T285 ?J_egall；y established the Watch and

Ward. jJhis wasnto be kept in towns7the gates of which were to be

fept s'vrb ;)e-b-.veen sunset enG ds?.ybj?oc-;: <./•' th sir: mon to guard qcc"

gate. Every borough vzas to a wa/bch of twelve -oersons ?ajnd

small yov/hs according to their size. All male inhabitants were

liable to serve their turn on th.e v/a.tch /ithout paymen't. .,ratchmeh

vzere supervised by constaloO.es but were not themselves constables'. [£•：.

A constable known as a. petty constable became appointed for

all small towns and villages ;and there was to be a "Tead Constable

appointed to be responsibJ.e for the preservation of peace with in

the ■~undred.

As time passed the justices gradually helped the sheriffs

in police \!or ■:牛厂 ns the 三"(、：,e ："“ 卜，"注代「n o

justices authority increased.

(1) .Originally a,n executive police officer?he wc.s later eiatrusted

□i七h the judicial powers and eventually became knowr. as a no.gistre.te
-00k Por rolice .?ago44-. (2) .G&giiwnaQj二 娈。

ibid.Pc £ e.44 ・

constaloO.es


The paid V/atchmen became nicknamed 'Charlies'・
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They also gradually became supervisors of the police v/ith the r)c七七y

constables acting under t：ieir instructions.

By the fourteenth centum the constable's commitments had

expanded greatly9 It '「ad become the br.bit of busy men to pay

someone to tr.ke their turn at the v/^tch ? failure to keep the watc-

vza.s punishable by a ±.: ne. 2he position of constable vzas also unpaid,

so it was o_ui-be common for them to pay people to deputise for them,

•.vh.ilst they did their normal work. rhe individuals 七hey eniployed

to be their deputies were usually ignorajit and entirely unfitted

to periorH the office» Crime was rampant and it was not safe to

venture out at night 0

the seventeenth century there had been little change.

ihe office of constable had suffered a decJ.ine, the justices now

e.ppo:inted them because the Courts Leet had faiJ.ed :Ln tbis duty.

工he tithing no longer existed5the parish having taken its place, thus

bringing into being the Parish Constable.•

It would appear this per.'.od. marks the beginning of the

paid constable. After ±662 5_t became possible for the coYistpbles to

be maid for certaJ.n of 妥i duties 七',很“ carried cu.士。 had

berm a bl e to clai?i their eypen^es, ^he wages were only very small；

usually six-切-shillings per annum. iJhis was very low,even compai-ed

to the farm labourer1 s “age of day. Anyone who was teimoted to be

a de put 37 for this uioney would be unlikely to be otherwj.oe employed 9

but nevertheless some men undertook it. (2)«.

(工)book For PoLLce ・Pa巨e .49 ・

(2) Guardians Of The Queen1 s ?ee,ce .Page .64.



On the evening of 29th September,
1829, the Metropolitan Police patrolled
the streets for the first time in their new
uniform of blue coats and trousers,
reinforced leather top hats, and tough
leather cravats around their necks as
protection against attack from behind.

6ilt has always
seemed to me

that the country
has entirely

outgrown its
police

institutions^

SIR ROBERT PEEL



Police ng carried on ?.n this un.sa15.siactory manner for •nany

years but a wind oi change staj?ted to blow in t-be eic'hteent^

centur； - o A former novelist and. ma-3；istrate ；r\enr;r ?ieldii：'C<7?io

off! ci ate ci o.t the so 口 Street Court became dissatisfied with the

state of a.ifcArs and formed a Group of police know：? as the

诺Q：& street Runners e

The ne::t step in the ohar>^'：ln>：; times wa.c the ； .icldJ.eseT,:

justices Act ? 1792 o Act established seven new no2 ice offices ?

v/ith three paid magj.strtes 5and sir: ^aid constables at each 0 -J■-•.13

ceeris to have been the first pc.id ? orgajoisod police force (.1)»

This •.vas foJ j.owec1. ±r 1798 by a magistrate at ./'estmj.nster ?

a Scot,named Patrick Colovhoun? together with a fellow magistrate ?

uohn Harriot,forming running a river nolice force on -bhe ihnnes ?

fro/i the Laazcine ?oJ.ice Office 匚七 7/p..p^ing Le口 Stairs. <2) <,

In the 3~ear ±322 Robert Peej. became the Home Secretary

and in fc.ce of muc7j opposition ?irL 1829 he introduced 'i±s .A J J. for

Improving the police in an。neaj? the ■ -etropolis« 三eel had csrefu?.!；*

studied the •.vor •： of Yielding and- Color?-ouno Lesnite onposit?.on in

the press and amongst the public generaJ.l.y7both Houses pa.ssed 宅「e

.•->iJJ. and soon active prepsTations were in v and o I'he • .etropo?J.tan

roli.ee Act becu.iG lau of land in 工。22 ancl on thc*'2, ,t■•: : Jeptei：iber r

Londoners first saw the new -orofessional pa5.d Sellers" ?。予--oxoles7

as they were nic'rnaneci. ^worlcing mader the direct control of t^e

Horne 0ff5.ee. (3; «>

(I; o nook for Xo1i.ee.工age .5。・

(2) . G-U8J?di€-.ns Of The Queer? s Peace .lage .?'?.5 »

(3 ) -The Thin jJ.ue Line ...；y .G.A.h.intoe .iage.27 .

roli.ee
0ff5.ee


JIG-Al'f ~"TSTORY.

Wigrii :ls an"Aiic5.ent and "borough。 c\a.rter fran\ed

to the -tovm by Charles 2nd5in 1 552 states 0 .Zigan is designateci.

:an ancient oorou£'hu is granted. "as a special Golzen of our

devour” for its :叮一oysO_ty to us;; the right to carrj^ a sword before

the ..layoz? 0 C'-)-

,I'his. wa.s the governing c><s.rter of the tov/n untiJ. the ；:.iwicipal

Coj?porations Act of 16?5 .viider whick the r)o?J_ce force was crea_bed?

came into ijeing.

J.1 he origin of tl?e name ./igan has been put forward as being

,■ derived fro：J. *二or. worR ! v.ric I ne&Ed*; a flgy'? and theJc L "「

is simply the >j?.?:on plvj?al of word:; <, Local an七iquajrians and

historia-Hs ha.ve suggested and forwarded this theorj^,for usufficient

hunian and horses bones <,o,nd implements of vzc.r have been found to

prove tlie area to be a veritable gra.veyard of ariiiies510 (2) o

/Lnotho?? t' eor^r advanced is tha.t the original n?xie w&s

-I. ：1 GG<EL ?i-.ie&ning a building；derived from -the Latrtn -./ord PI ?encl

changed by the ua^cons to .IT anE BIG-G-j?!'that the name of the

town oiriclneiUy applied to the ^.ouse o:C .vorRhip. (3).

Jha* was Ji^an in -欧e nineteeth century wben this police

.Lorce uos created ； » }£ven as late as If !16 there wa s no regu.lar •.vc./ler

suppj_y in the tov/n. A few only ? of the pr inc A pie street '.vere served

with wa/ber whicb ‘gs brought to them in vzooden pines from a nearby 

l工).</i£,an Corporation Regr? ic ..jy. A。J「气：/kes .。；。

<2t«(3 / - *i'he istoiy of ./igan. J37-.ZD.Sincla:i r • ^ages.7cv •





10 c

pool pkno./n locally as ' ./bi 七 ley Pond1 ・.Codan ch stirs were still in

use5 and there was a for fririd?.ng corn?in Deboles,

situated in vzhart is no.7 known as 'Yindmij l Yard. Also oh ere was

water mill s.t uhe bottom of Scl'oles <> -'he River* flows under

a bridge in the road at this point,so it is q.uite conceivable

th^t the mill was situated here so that it might derive its

locomotive power iron ^his source.C )•

The '.Vigan coalfield was opened out about this t:Line and by

1818 there were eright cotton mills in use in the neighbourhood

of ./al].gcte ,the scjiie area, in which even today there are to be

found some oi the largest miJ.ls in Lancashire. <2).

?3etween the years 1315 o.nd 1820 the town and surrounding

district were clistiirbed by Juuddite disorders ,a.nd a ,/igan

Volunteer 'i'roop of Li£、h七 r orse was ra.ised to preserve order in the

locality.。.

■Jh.ere was a ^reat improvement in the amenities ox the town

in the year 1822 v/hen one hundred and forty three gas lamps were

erected in u?\e streets?soue ox these surv:ived. in use until at

least工方5.。)

<he tra.vel3.ing public were greatly s.ssisted by the opening:

in 1831 of a rail曰ay line from Jigan to . ev/ton to connect w?

with the Manchester to Liverpool D.ine ,and a fevz years later 9 ior.)5 -

the .；J.^;an to uouthport line was opened to the public. ‘项今。first

facial re,±lv^y accident to occuj? ?that of Jilliana Guskis son, the

fo3?mer ^resident of ‘上％。 .coal'd of 1'rade and Colon:ir'l Jec-ret: ?



•'a-ypeiied near to ;/hen he was rim down by 七he D.ocomotive

Socket1 . (5).

It :• s clear fror.i the forgorlng that ..rhen the Jigan police

force Ba.s founded the town v/as a.lrec.dy quite a thriving coramimi_Gv 7

■.71 th coal inininr and the cotton industry ;orovi_ding empj.o^rment

and facilities for tra.vej ling to destine, uions further afield

well. provided foro

-he t ov/n we；s 3. at er designated a. County . J-orou^r in the year

iSC-B under the j_<ocaj. Govern>'ient 二c 主 of ycsis i'o attain th is

status,the "oopulation of the town at that tiiae must Pave numbered

thousand people <>

.z 二i4,；° j-;'c ' •'■o??.; '注 ":-0 ./-Oo oi^c ..■'o^Ycrc. I.Efes。5 项：57。

〔2)?\3兀很(5；o 2he .ri.jan official : andbook. E?ges.22・



'I%。 --orov.^ Court：.： .erected 了。、55_丁357。
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,顶;E ?0Ri/：AT10iy OJ? J 工 GA" POLIO J.

Conditions in _ondon improved so much after the establishment

of the i.e'bronolitan police that a few yec.j?s Ic.tej? it was decided

to set up a force for the whole of the country. municipal

corporations Act of _lR55 vzas passed under which borough corporations

were ordered to formulate Comnittees. xbese consisted of not

more than o: e third of t"'。 borou。％ council. T-ne . ay or, by virt^.e

of "is office -.vas an ex officio member. Jhe comHittee acted by a

majority and three raembers at least •.nust have been present to

"old a i.iecting.(工)。

The 7p^c\ CoKKiittee was responsible for maintaining lav/

and order v/ithin the boundaries of the borough of v/^±ch the

corporation was in charge 0 Jhe area of the boroi'.p：^ a七七his t?,me

being about three and a half square :niles«» The first meeting

of the ./e/bch Committee for Jif&n _5orou. v/^.s held at the tBov/n

Hall-ret ?l^ce? (2) 5on the six'b-^ of Jo.m-pry ?-r35o0

At t^.is moo tin,r: t-^e foDJ.owlng itemc-： were decided o +；?& salary

of the ~ead Police officer in would be one pound,five

per v/eek. .ie would hs.ve the bouse at the gaol rent free

and coal for his own house and the raol free c.lso • rhe v：ec d Pol ice

CObiiiiit u-aes are no-.v composed of fifty per cent of council

menibers 巳nd fi fty r)ei' cen*u of Justn.ces of ■i'he Peace. ey pre also

renamed Police Cosoi七七ees and have no -os-rt in 七he -oro lotion of the

individual ranks of the service . The Po3 ioe Act ? I ?64. TT. '• »3.0.

(2 ； is To口n ' 711 was demoDJ.shed :i.r- THoQ After ne'7 3orouf；b Courts

were erected in 丁255-7。工”。 "i.&Pi Official. - ；、：‘e ?24 ・
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a married man,and tbe cand.zLcl.a.tes were requiredOfficer would be

the 七ch Committee of the borough on Thursday7to appear before

of January at twelve mid dcy at the 'j-own 门。1]_。the twenty first

??reston C'jronicle and the .：>o3. uon l'*ree Iteners <, Proposals and

testimonials were reauired to be sent to the i.Iayor on or before

the eighteent''' instant •

A committee of five members was to be e.-o-oointec^. to inspect

involved

in putting them in a safe condition» The committee should be

authorised to employ an architect ?nd buil.der to make an estimate

of the ex-nense of t^e repairs jhich.七he Hatch Comiitte iiiay deeq

general committee at the next meeting.[

i;he meeting was then adjourned -bo p°m。 the eleventh

of Jm.numv.

At the adjourned rnectinf； it was reported it ./ould be

good enough condition to sustain any new erections u-oon thea.

of ： ：a,nc；】.es主er 园as

police 我mounting to

foity in nurfoer,also the following boo]：s. A charge

book?o.nd a rnen * s

A coranunicatii.on from i.'r ihomas ? Tbe Chief Constable

reno;?t to the

the gaol and the :e^ners^house and e.scerta.in the expense

then read out. it recommended a body oi preventive

an occur3?ance book 9??.L' informal:! on loo ok ? a oro-corty

book, 2 bail book,

to be necessa.r^ro *i'he coi-imitteo of five should

The situation of gaol keeper and constable was to be advertised

time and conduct book（2） <,

（；）. V/i（/；G.n .7atch Cowni七七ee i.J.nute oook . ' ； ； 55-. 844 - Pn.<\e .2 0
〔2手.Ibid.三age・5・

for once only in the Eanoh.ester G:uardian? Liverpool 二ekcury、

useless to expend nioney on t• ■ e old gaol c,s the walls were not in



A list of ■thirty?- fj.ve names had been received for the 
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position of constable gaol •:eeper. A man najned ?agm

of Wigan was appointed at a salary of five shi.llings per

v/eek and his ^ouse rent«and coal provided free«, <T), lit v/as also

decided tha/b ：''r John './hittle wouJ.d be apporlnted Chief Cons它able

'./ith a sala.vy of t\/o hundred pounds per year«» At the same time

it was decided tha.t V/illiam Lancaster be e,ppointed constable

of Scholes (2); was to receive a salar^r of one pound per

week and he was to account for and keep records in a book: of

all fees which were received by him in his position of constaW.e.

A further t\ree iQen? V/illiaiTi EalLL灯ell, Henry .bolton and

Thomas Bradle3r '.vere ^p;oo5.n-ued as night police at a sclazry of

fourteen shillings per v/eek« it 口ould hardly be possible in

these enligu.tened til es to employ 3 man on night ^urn for only

seventy' five ner cent of the dsytime wage. O) «■

Whe cons cables //ero ordered to accotmt to the './atch Cornkiittee

at ever)?* '.lectin.'j. for all tl o fees and perquisites received and

七"at 七hey must immediately nay over the amount to the borough

■treasurer. <he . .ayor was reouested to provide such boo::s as he

rni£；>-1 th irk necessary for the chief and ot^er consta.Dj.es and to ?

"direct t'- e'm in the mode of l-:eenin^ them"。 it was also decided

C1-) o?'bici. •.L?.£'e4.
(2) .A distr：i.ct of ./hie-' used to be patro3.1ed by policemen

in twos at all times ?boda.y and night un^til rela/tivsl^z recent

Jiines ? due to f'e rough eleraer.t of irisk>. residents.

〔3 j ■' bid .义age .5 .

consta.Dj.es


5.

tha.t the Treasurer should bo provided a. certn.fied list of

the names of the constables’shoeing t?e a,mount of weekly wages

that each man was entitled to,and he should be requested to pay

to 七:ic Chief Constable ? every week,a su^ not exceeding xhe amount to

be paid,mentioned in the list as being the tots2 amount payable

weekljT- to the constables Toe wages <>

It was decided also the Chief Constable should be

requested to keep art account of the nwnber of days each constable

was in attendance each week,and also account of the ajuount of

wa^es due to each man every week. The Chief Constable v/as authorised

to receive :Crorn the treasurer?；7ee'：ly7the amount of a!2. t-e constables

wages e.nd he was to pay to ea.ch constable his weeks wages

every ilriday morning 0

上午 e ne?<t Ja.tch Committee mee uing was held on the e5_ghteenth

of ?ebrue.ry,13J 5 o At 七'：2_s time it v/as resolved t?e foJ.lovzing

rilles for the governing of the constabulary force should be ado vbed

102? the present and should remain in force until fresh rules should

be formulated. (J.).

(i).u The day police to consist of a Chief Constable ?a second

constable and prison keener combined,and n constable to

re^iclo iK Schb-' es ? f'e sane were to be kriov/n e J *i.ce1 .

(2)・Tbe  night v/atch to cor.s^ st of three in number and tliat1 1

"both th c cl?y and night force be ur.der t^.e control of the C1- i ef

Constable ■•.

.:old Pa£：e 57。



15。

七 the 1 day poJ.ice: attend t-?e rjollce office every 'T'ornig

at eight-o-clock end remain on duty Lmelever'-o-cloc'c at nlr:h19

except on SaturCxys upon which days -凭ey s••><?.J/(. remain on duty

as much longer as the Chief Cons tab?, e shall deem be necessary e

(4) .Tha_b the 1 ni^bt police1 do coi^.ience at ten-o-clock 日七 night

&nci remain on duty imtiO. five-o~c].ock in morning：<, :Jhe constabj.es

o?7 the J ri.-口p.tcb， •;.n.3<i. attend dnily the ；->o?:'.co odcc at

eleven-o-c3.ock in. the forenoon ma.ke a report of the previoizs

niA'hTs proceedings to the Ch:lef Constable under whose direction

•they are to be for the remaindej? of the d?.y?and are to present

themselves at the police office nightly before entering upon du*y。

15) e'-C^at al2. charges made against -oersor.s talcen up by either

day or ni£；bt police shall, be reguJ.arly entered in a book kept for

that purpose at the pol?.ce of.xice ? together with the Christian

names surna..mes of the indiA^icurls ?their :cesidence and

occupations。

(5)Thr.t the Chief Constable do na.ke such reguD.a.tion. as to the beats

of the constables of the night v/atc^. so 七hat no ni£fht constables

have the same roimd for 项or。 than one week together.

17)°T*d七 ell fees end perquisites received By e.ny of t-^e constables

be rc£；ifLarly entered in a boo?: kept for the purpose by the Head

Consta.ble and subraitted to eac代 meeting of the 0ornmi11ee 9and

■that the arnoiir.t of such fee and perquisites be regularly paid

over to the borough tres.surer,H

T七 v/il' IL be noted t^at i:c rules numbered three and four tho 
pol5.ee vzor'ced for very lonr： ->ours in compary with clJ ot<ier workers 

constabj.es
pol5.ee


in 切lose days.

in the month o:? j'ebruary as a resu^.t of constab2.es WrnSley

and ■'•■a.U/i/.7ell ne^lectinp their duty they ./ere called before 七'、e

＜；atch Cormnittee ard repri:n?ncledQ As the outcome a furt^^er r;over?.-ing

rule was introducedo 上？vis Oh_Lef Consts.b3.c m.s to

report 主o each meeting the efficieiiC^r ?or inofficiency of eac"

one of the subordinate constables ?and eny neglect of duty?or 灵:ny

ot^er misconduct on theij? pert-* ?and the .Zatch CopirD.ttee 5 -:do require

the 77^.ole of the police force to keen themselves as clean and

respectable as possibJ.e"' o （：［）。

（工）.Ibid.ra^e ?S.

constab2.es


Thomas was e-.gain in trouble and fell by the way si de.

:Te became d.runk on duty and absented himself for a w:'Ole nig^.t?^e

wc.s taken before the ./atch CoTfirnittee on the foxirteenth of Aprj.l

1836 and was discharged fro?i office at th.e expiration of tha/b

week, .lwo other constables,ne2ned 'i'honic.s 3j_rchellL and J^.omas

Ca.lderba^c: were ei.pnointed but in i.q.y the C^iez Constable reported

that -zi-rc1 all h?.d left h:Ls a.p-nointment, The Chief Constable

was requested to find four Tit and proper persons to be sworn in

as constables, ?ito act if rec[u5_red5at \7a；：；es r ot exceeding two

shiD.lings end sixpence per day。" (I).

On Sa-tv.rd?y ?7th?..ify?1P3 6? -u»£h Fagsn vzas seriously hurt

when or； dut；/' in 3c^oj.es ?by a. blow on the bac\: of the heac^. 5inflicted

by some person or persons unknown. Jhe I ：syor reported the.t the

Magistrates had offered a reward, of ten pounds for such information

as would lead to the conviction of the offender„(2)e

In June ?on ；:• uz'sds.y 9 : Sth. ir Whittle reported aty 'JiJJJ.a.m

…al]一iv/ell vza.s inefficient as a, constable,and that he had been

convicted for improper conduct in e>:ecutins a. process ?and tjn.a/b he

was in licuor at uine-o-clock in the evening " o 7'e -.vas dismissed

xro.fi office at end of the ge：。V) °

(I). Ibid ,10.

\2). Today this offence carries a penalty of twenty pounds

fir.e 9or u- to six j !or.t^s icrorisonment.

0). old。三.上4 ・
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Pour consuables were then ap-ooirrbed as bein^; attached to 七'e

nevz church,lDut without salary, i'his seems to be a t1 ro.7bac<: to the

old Kris' Constaoles.

Un the 7松.如u.l?,工奖6?the Chzlef Constable infor<ie^. the ./atch
fyj

uo'.：T attee tbc/c. ^coct^bJ-e OaP.derb?.n.'-: bad his -oerso^ hurt ?hi3 clothes‘ i\
cousin er a oly injured,巳 nd had lost his licit in t\n affray,!. ('■').

Tt v/as resolved that he should be alO.ov/ed ten shil].inc;s frovn t^e

borough fund to buy himself c ne；7 hat. <2) <»

On the lst7 3eptemoer 9 l3；)57： r “H-me reported that7John L'zlnch

wa.s locked up in nr?.son,about nine-o-clock on Snridcy <iornand

rc .lainer in im-cll c.oout ei^'-t-o-cloc :「七 i二一：，t,： W ..\ •. ■: /

raorc iz^to■:icated T^.an when put into or?.3oi ：!. "e said thrt ? ：!Peter

摆inch the prisoner1s brother stated that tbey had several querts

of ale in prison,some of v/L/.c1 bad been brought in ：)y t^e -orison

keepers servant e j?a{<an?the prison keeper was called into the meet5_ng

a.nd adrnonishGcl. <5).

Nc Chief Constable reported also that$J{On :：.onday night,conste/：21e

-.oj_ton v/as in D.iquor- wher. on <3m~r and ??ad inpro*oerlv locked ltd and

inprisoned, .enry Ashwort.7'. ?snc) t^.at on ,ruesd.?y n? < ht >•»© •■>ad gone

into the vriffin an「’ Vieir druu./ rw given to him by sone of the

company e/c half pc st eleven.. He 1 ad afterwards qus.rre 1J ed \vixh one

of the men and challenged him to a Ee then took off his hat

and r：oa.t ? tho ci:e down d araes ^aj.rbrothGr and a.fter c.'busiri£； ini, too <

If) .The oj? two or niore -persons izi a public nlace.

12) ibid.j.'a<-：Q.i6#
(3).  J bid.rsge .17 .
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bin and loc.-ed him up in prison.on a charge of being drunk and

disorderD.y ?-.vhen in fact ').e wa.s not drunk11 <» Por this be-'-aviour?

^olton was cal]ed into the mooting and vz^s admords腥。d・ I

In the moirl；i of October,1355 *hc Chief Constable re-oorted to

the meeting ; !：；：：olton ha.cl a woman with hirn at ten past twelve one

the previous week,and kept her 七here unti]. twelve thirty a^?

with the d.oor fastened inside« Also 3o].ton had charged him vzith

the coach fare for taking some prisoners to x'.irkcl.ele. rle had not

in fact paid this money ancl. p-* it tie 卜 ad to it again 0 de

had. t>iven this amov^t of money to Bolton once and 七"e constable

?.spure<5 Mm that he had previously paid it;; o Por t^ese second

offences 2-olton ms discharged from his office. (2)。

In the same monTb 5 due to the position of the night police ?

the 'Jatch Coiiimittee came to o?e decision that wages they were

paying- to the constables was insufficient and was only lively to

attrs-ct me乙 oi: the wrong cr>3_ibre. All the night men had finished 

except one and the day police were having to cover un on 切?e ■••.igh.t

beats o The vzages pr-id ./ere therefore raised to twenty sbi3.3.Ings

:per .;eek ,but t./o shillings per v/eek was to be retained out of this

ajno imt to be ex periled 5.n the purc'ip.se of livery or uniforms 0 T"e

livery >/as to consist o：' a. brown coloured coat 7vzith a 3^n.ncl up

collar own waistcoat and •二rey trouserc ? topped by a 'at similar

to those v/ore v/orn by 七咨.。London police q.七 that time.

Also at this tirae the decision was t?':en to circulate handbills

in t?ie borough to give notice that three raen -.vere required to act

as constables. It vzp.s a reaun.rezient that these Virce men would have 

(T). Tbid ]?睥:。.17・ G'r Tbid.Page .20



2? o

to be able to read and write.

A short time later? 口u®。 Pagan? t■ e gaol keeper ?fomicl himself

in trouble. The Chief Cons table reported to the Jatch Counitte/. in

Janua^r ?IS37 ? that \:I?• u；ch ?agan '•?aving been cent to Leirh with a

prisoner? had got drunk and on returnn.nr ^.ome had taken a persons

hat thus causing a disturbance11. （T） „ P?.：r ?.n -.vas cal3.ed rinto the

nezt meeting held ±n tbe same raont^ at which time 茶j? Whittle

reported ^hat he had been to Leig'i and found that Fa.gan had

charged twenty shilli.ngs instead of the fifteen shillings -.vh-i.c-.i

h.e had been ordered to charge from Smit-*» the constable a,t Leigh（.2）.

Pagan replied that he understood from Jhi.七七le that he was to charge

fifteen shillings expenses and 切也七 he bad charged a pound and bad

paid fifteen shillings to rlr \7hitJcJ.e 0 七 had no recollection of

T'Vha'b I?.ad occurred after he had seen Smith as .he had en had a ]_i'btle

'too much licuoro -.e was severely?- reprimanded on this occasiona

By February ,1337, b.e was again in trouble« '：.'r Whittle

reported ? -1 an unpleasant affair had occurred between Pagan and

constab3.e Dobson"。 Dobson was caJ.led into the meeting and stated

as follows： nA dispute ^.rose between ?age.n and n^self from a false

copy Ji.avin^ been made in 主?le 1 Roiincl ?3ook: by Nagan。 I pointed it

on七 to him and -'e abused me and called me hard words ・ On the

（二）.I bid.Page.26.

（、2；・ Eac! County or .iorou（ h force had to pay the cost of f -.eir

ov/n prisoners to be transported..jJbis prisoner would t?iereforo be

one arrested in Jigan for Lei-^h police •
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f oJ-lov/nr： week aftezc t-vi.s ? l -.r v/is^ed^'bo 区o ?. T7o：nr.n

to the I：oc'< U/^ ouse in order tha.t she nig”七 rtdentixy a Hian 口"ohi

• c su ;^ocod to og -c'-'crc^, r nc1 ；7^o :n she su/n^ococ^ stoJ.on sc-'Qc

o:c her proQeT^y , Jhen we got t'：!ere ? tbe servant sai.d 侦“at we "mst

not go in^ as her master said that 工 must ?.ot <<o up t^ere vz:Lth

anyone .工 replied tb.at j 'r !亿土主七le ■ iad sent me and that I should

go up o 切 bed never perused me before At t^.is point Dobson

pointed out the faJ.se entry to the coTiniittee. *±lhis time Eawan

d：i smissed fro n his position and Dobson was appointed in :vis

place.<T). Fagan had therefore kept >is position for :iuct over

"b./elve 'months •

Constable I-c.nc??.ster 9'.vho joj.ne * e force at the ssrae time

as 咨ar? also in trouble.. due to ]Aciuor5 shortly after Fagan1 s

dismissal • At the mec-ting held on the ； April ,1£-37 ? the C^ief

Constable so.ic. that './illlam 7ea/oh ?another const?.ole 5ha.d a coup?_r.li

against Lanca.stGr o : 'ertri was called into t-.e nieetrlng and sta.ted;-

:fIancaster was co?np3.ainirLg of having to stop in 七L.e ；'al3_ iron

b.mlLf p^st four till seven-o-clock on Sunday,alone o ? replied t-?at

be vzas not there from hel:? past four till seven alone as T v.-as

ere till after five wit-i ' > './hittle and. five others, Lancaster

xlew into el passion and told me T vza.s a1 'u--------- d B I 七old

"im an old man ou.?;h.七 to know better t^/an to call anyone a. liar.

r,- called me so again, several tj.nes /.viJGh other i^；- mes ?muc> worse»

, e els。 ^e.^an to s;'.ev/ fight. ?.fe v/ss in liquor or v think ^.e would

no七 ha.ve gone so far. 'JJhj.s ho/oncned on 」ondpy right about twelve
(I). Ibid.Pac-e.r5i.
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o1 clock. I perceived that Me had. had ?_iouor an hour or two before

this I never savz him so drank as to be incapo.ble of do inf

hj.s d.u^o ilhere were three of the Special Corstables by at 七he izl” ・

He has insulted me before ?about three weeks before as he was in

2_i:\uor v?.en. T thin：: it arisen from his lecti主y cmd.侦了 31ickn.er>s

in doing business" 0 On being r)ressed ?Hea.th ?wi17~ /Teat mini?_ 1 ingness

sta/bed that^ ^Lancaster was in the habit of toJ^ing ILquozc from 七he

publicans ?free 5v.r]：en they v/ere on t>eir rounds1'»

Jja.ncaster at this point came into 'the room. He denied reatb'1 s

stateifienT a,nd left again• ；1 ； 0

John Co-: one of the Special Cons tab], es was *t>en called in and

staued* n On . .ondoy night ?last ?about -uwe^.ve o5 cJ-oek T was asleep

.vas aroused by ?'eath and Laxcaster talking loudly. Lancas七er

called "Teath a1 d----------- d te3J. tale1 and manjr other 'w、n?d words ?and

appeared as if he was going to knock him off the chair. Heath said,

11 m not drwi1-: Lancaster if you are。 Lancaster was very abusive •

Aes/oh was not ? but told, him he would not stand it ?but that jjsncp.ster

,should hear more of »

jjpncaster was t7^en called into t^e room once more. The

i <*yor* reprimanded). Wi very s-ovorn?— 户rd ■« n^orme^ '、十用 tbn t t-^e

comi'i?. utee 卜2d decided that he should remain in the no3 ice force

for ajn.ot^er month u-non trial ??nd that if ir the course of th?,t

month he wa.s guilty oz eny irz'egula.rity,he would be discharged,

xhis event seemed to have subdued 七he constables because

l工)。ij?hese clsys the C,C ,he?>rs 七 he compO.a.int ?and the person cofi'oI?.? r.e 

of is nresent at all -times. 
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the police force apioeared to run snoot^.ly for a corsn derable

period of time a.f terwards»

Ir- 一厂. '' ....• . j?C' i?.es_；-ued ■).....cok.「L七宅oq to

make out a J.ist?containin(/ the names ?residence trrdes ?o:? two

b.undred. people 口：「.o were duly quali:?''.ed to perform the off5.ee of

J pec 1^3- Constable /Lthin the borough /tn order t77at 气ey ：Qi(<'ht be

called upon to act in erse of emergency0 -i?his would a/^pe^r to be

or tbe basis of voj.unteer/conscript as t-^ere is no mention of the

people concerned being ?；sked i:? Whc were v/il.jj.r'C； to corjsicler' ber-.n^;

used in fM.s mai?.:oer. The In.st was prepared ano. pro due ec1 at the

meeting held on the loth?Hey ?.L85f. »

At this meeting too /the C^? ef Cons-i；p,o].e ir?formed 七"& co'fmni.ttee

七ha七 constable "eath had obts,ired a. situau?-on as an inspector of

Po2J.ce at 1 .inchester rnd he would be le^vin;_:; t^.e \;5.r：an force r.t

t ■3 end of thc.t wee1-: o 、；Ee meev 七 fin cling rrotber replo.cemerit 0

m December? ? of the sc.me year i r J•:itt3.e informed the "atch

Conmittee that 'jobson* r: conduct had been /renerrJ.IIy insut)o：i?d5-r^te

grid negligent ,an^ at in pe.rticul3T he ho.d been gU3.1ty of t^e

ioJ J.o-7ing miscond.uct2 :i On the 31 st ? October 7 Ip st 5 he ought to ^a.ve

bepr on 6.uty at ro.r-ht o i v/ent p.bou_u two o! clock ir)七 he moral nr

on. the 1st of November ?.nd IDobson tl1 on ,：：0七 out of bed to 3.et me in.

to the gaol, v/ztt-' c. prisoner. ；e v/e.s ir ]^is s>irt at 七、、e tine. About

siz ；7ee'.zs since on a Tuesday nich七：1 a.m told:ho v/Gnt to 七".e Red

jj：i.on public house in the .::l.r：n^ ?ancl c.s^ecl w?>at 七hey were dancing on 

the Sunday ni hi for.

The ssine night J. had riven him direct：i.ons to serve a v/arran七

off5.ee
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on 已 man named Zhalley。 Af-ten? ?earci the report about t^e

ited lion 1 foJ lowed 'Dobson into the Scholes and there found him

ir. the '.Vinclsor Castle, drinking w:L*h another constable. 1 asked

him if he had served 况i.aHey anc! he asked me in reply if it would

be right to serve it on a Sunday night.

./hen on duty he frequently goes about in slain clothes instead

of in his unifo3?m whic^. he s"；ould_ be wearingo

Ano七her constable had compj.aj.ned Dobson?whilst on duty sD.ept

by the fire,and wlien he a.woke ?he made wc.ter upon th.e floor
ii

and against the desk o Consequental U'oon this complaint 7'Dobson w^.o

had succeeded 逐" in Ap??il ? 1C??7 r as gaol keeper/-yc.s also

dismissed fror>i the position.• Once more needing someone to fiJ_l

this V8canc3^?it was decided to contact 'leathjat Eanc^.ester/.v.^o

had left some nine non ths previ; ous]y/t；o see 5_i° he vzoul.c). be wiJ.liio.g

*o return to the town and te'ee 七】、is position, C;) •

A*u t^is tine ?a change i.r> t?e costume worn by the constables

was decided u-.-)on« 】hj_s gs so that the imij°orm would correspond

vzith tbat which was being worr, by the j：i ver pool police。 ::h±s

appears to have consisted of ,a pair of coloiired trousers ?over

which v/as worn ? 1 cbo^cer1 neo1-： jacket ? singO.e breasted wi*uh seven

bright metal iDUbtons' reaching from the neck to the vzaist. Cut ?,wa.y

2七 the front,and. hanging in tails at the back. This seems to be

manufacture(5. ir>. either black or (:lark b?.ue mater? al o The whol.e

topped by a tall black ha七。(2)。 Also to ou-onJ.emert the new un? form

(I).Ibi6.P^e.7U.
(2).GuF??di pzis u：i Th。 Queen's Perce. Na&e。 7。
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there was to be an issue of cc.pes ? stocks and bel ts. j ;r ..^5 ttle

v/a$ requested to contact the po? ice office at Liverpool vzith s. vievz

to obtaining the capes fro：：1, them at the s^ne price that they pal(5. ?

v/hich was 5/3d. Ee was to enquire saddlers in Jzi.gan who were

likely to be ab?.e to furnish the stocks and belts 7 so that he could

buy tPio c^es,pest r,nd beet rvriJ.r.b? c. • .'：o '/es oJ.so to o'otr.ir. ,c^.reo

hand J_amps si mi] ar to those being used o.t the tir-ie by the ..suc^ ester

police5j:or the night poO.ice to use vzhj.lst on duty。 ..he constables

were also to be paid an ezetra twelve s^i3.1?.ng3 in a.ddition to t'^eir

salary for the purchase of shoes for dirty. >2)。 'J-ese several

changes in clothing and equip .lent mar1 zed a further step forward in

the evo].ution of the police.

h letter from e二 constcjDJ.e 'eath w&s received by 1 ?c t].e.

二e produced this 8尤 the meeting in Jecomber；I•'9,and as ? result

r-ea.t^1 口as a?yoointed gaol kcepor in place of Dobson,on the sa.me

termc ?with the e:•:ception meaJ.s for nrisoners wbic^.卜gd previous!：/

been provided by the gao?- ■:eeper-were now to be ^provided by

workhouse. x'he retm'n o：i e^.tb to the force settled, the por.s.or.nel

problem for the moment.

I了)・Lj? ./hi/ttle lo/ber produced a bilJ. for ；/2d for the purchase of

stocks and belts. Jiean r/p.tc^ CoiHi.iittee . J.nutes 0 Page .72.

(2)・ ibid . Ja(;e <72.
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.I oid.P&c'e .7:-.

.1 have only quoted
y are e:rtremel long
the charge as s-bated.

the relevant pa.rts of the statements because
and the raa.jorj.ty of the-hp.ve little bearing 

vhe Downfall. Uf ■ :r 七tie。

1'he next occur rance of any iraporta.no e to the force ha/ppened

in July ,1340. un ?.1hiirsdEy ? ;t>* co•血：i土七Wee meotir-? - ...r .二-Iot

stood up and informed the otlier me-mbers that a woman named oeddon9

frora ./esthougbbon,had complained to him e.bout i;.r j/b.ittlej s conduct

towards her when he had called at her bone to execute a warrant

and had subsequently misconducted "h.iself。〔工）。

"zrs Sed.don was called into the room and she told, the mee birL£\

that . .r came to her ^ouse to serve a v/arrai t. 「：e v/?s te

cJ.runk7be put bj.s hand on ^er bosomrpnd Rsked ber to give him five

shillings for drink and it took place before he went into

•lopes• The decision was ta.ken to adjourn t^e hearing of this charge

until the following month o

V/hen the next meeting was in session on the 3th of August?

工84。,a motion was put forward and carried in zutiijre no reporters

or bysta^iders should be admi uted to the raeetings ?they would hencefor'bh

be of a private nature.

An exa^nination of the witnesses in the charge agains v t^e

Chief Constable v/as then undertaken. Tho first one being l.'rs ；.q.r七;、a

oeddon. She said:（2）。 n :,N ./hittie came to my house on the 15th of

June?to serve m, son with, a warrant<» I came out of the door and he

v/as very drunk. He puo his hand to my bosom the most part of halzi

a dozen times and asked rae to give him five shillings for drink ?

工 
2
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and then be sartd.to spend。 At the same time tha.t he di..R it be

'./inked h:Ls eye at yae 0 ?Te was drunk。 I iold him that 腥ad more

money t^an me. When he put his hand. to my bosom he did not do it

indecentljr« I had my nightdress on。 I had shoes but no stoc'::ingso

?l dor11 eno-.? wiu'• what vie口 be pu^5 his hand to ray bosom。 I thou:r''?t

it was not proper to put his hand on my bosom drunk11 o (T) o

The next witness was a woman ca3.1ed 21j_en Hope ? her statement

was as follovzs: ” 工 live aside of 1 rs 3eddon?in the same yard."

saw i-r 7/bittle that -corning that he came to apprehend Seddon?in

the yard. 1 hes.rd \.：c ./hittie Mrs Sed^on for five shillings

and then he came into our house« He sp.id the five shillings was

for spending, -.rs Seddon asked v/here she must have five sbi3_lin^s

fi?om. T~e then ca.rne into our house rnd asked for bread；butter

and beer. I said we had not beer and he went away。 ./hen he c.sked

her for the five shillings he asked twice 0 Jhen lie asked her

for the money he was close to her. That was all that took pls.ee

between .■ .rs Seddon and .>r''itt3.eU-

Croos e::sjnined by Lir 9she said:You stood about c. yard 

from ilrs Seddon en you asicec^. her j?or money。You and T stood

3；bout the ssjiae distance • Youstood on one side of the door • You

put your hand towards her twice vzhen you r.sked her o If vou h ad -out

it more than twice I -./ould have seen vou did notyou。 1 am certain

■out it more than twice then you went into my fathers , <» ⑵。

A woma^n called i.-ariane v/^s then called in to give

?ior stortement, she said:51T w^.s near them when they \.rere convars. ng-,

(T) a Ibid. Pe{?;e .81. (2)。 Ibid.Page. 32。
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T was two or three yr?rds off. T heard him ask for five shillings

to spend,^eard bim t'.vice over ?tbat was all. j'rs Seddon sr.n.d in repl^r

"e Had more five shillings 七han her or something to that meaning.

I s a vz him put bis hr nd to her t：' i s 口 :v「r,.nc' r.s - ' w for ? t«, Tte •户 en

then went into Samuel lopes o i saw birn going up the lane af ter\7?,rds.

七hey all appeared to oe sober e?<cept l'r rZ^p.ttle11. （ '：）. On being

cross examined she said:n I did not see you w：i.nk at her , did not

strike her or push her <, He put his hand as if to receive 七"e money - 0

A statement from Robert Ra-bcliffe ,a constable or; the /igan

force says: nT was with …x* ./hittie at Wes bhough*con 口hen he v/ent to

apprehend SedRon。 He was fresh；he was,so that he could not go steadyo

I did not see !<r ./kittle behave indecerrdy to any female vzhiJ! 3 u 工 was

in ;7esthou^;hton. i'he Red Mon v/as bev./eon 'c/.-o ^unc-?ed rM. t-vceo

hundred yards from the rJ.e.ce uh ere Seddon lived11«

After examining oJ.l 目】。avai2.o/o3.e evidence it '"一 、v.，。】b” a

；，j? Lord t? s.t, HIt 5_s the opinion ox this comnnttee that the charge

brought by ilrs Seddon has been proved. Seconded by I.ir McCl.ure •

Hoi? the motion,±0 . Against. 2 • LlajoE-切」・

Tn viev; of t-iis decision Hr V/hittle was discharged from the

office of Chief Constable on t.he 9th ?overnber?T840,after holclj.ng

thio position for nearly five years。〔2〉

（工）. Ibid. Page.33 .
（2）. Tbid.Fage.88.
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Post 1840.

The escapade oT Llr ./-J. ttle ?._b 7esthoug^ton now necessitated

the police author!^ to f:tnd

r n G-e "e.t-ue ?and the Hrnchesteradvertised twice in botb t^.e

ad.verti seiiients L-j° ±v'.omas T s wasGuardian« As a resvO.t of te

salaEy of one hundred pounds peramoinised to the office e.t a

-i;he whole of his time to t-ie office1 ( )°

Ashall made an a-oplics.tion to be

colliers 七urr?ing out from theirprotected' the police?due to bb.e

as to who or v/ha.t i 'r Ashall wa.s rworko T?'ere is no indication given

time were a fairl3rbut t^ere is little doubt that the miners at t• li s

wha.*t Mr latham sa.id in evidenceuncouth crovzd.. Tbio is s.pnarant by

to t^e Chil^rons 上iployment Commission of J.841 ?it V79.S as follows:

,:I'oj Luong :rave you been resident in figan ? Forty t.'：o •■■or??.:： o

In that time have you had an opportunity of noticing the character 

and habits of the colliers in this nei^-.bour^ood ? Yes, I hrve?ancl 

of rJ.l classes of ■..ror1z5.r：g men in this district ?excepting； only the 

most tur oulent and riotous s their language is of the most bla.spbemous 

J：i?n brought before the ma.gistrokes and :rebuked do you. find my 

dif.ference in them?

'.<hen they ere Idou??.^ over by t'?e magistrates to keep tbe ^erce 宅'ey

break i* r t once; penalt5_es hrve no effect ? the raoney is raised c.nd

1 o；7er class of Irish?who are probably as bad? the colliers are the 

in i .arc：? of 184T 5 a 溢

description?and the children follow e±r e■■:ajnp].e 0 The name of Christ

is always in Tcir mouths: t-'eir constant oath is * by the h eart of

Christ i'll teci.r your liver out* 0

?单5国提"en£：?.£,：i.ng to devote

a. new ObConstable <, The -oosi^on was

Cl-) - T 苛-d。 .. ， c、。 ‘。
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paid ,and oxtez?. *b;-e '-is.)： \u<;r- -jgg co，」」j.P 强、e】-jo ■<；?-：

for example sake.

is it discreditable for a man to be seen drunk y No ?it is considered

no disgrace to be seen drunk and disorderly/ upon these occasions;

their wives usual^ r.ccompanv ther)i?anc1. leave the children to fencl

for themselves.

In visiting the houses of the col],iers,3,re scenes of riot and

debaucher^r freQuer.t? In vi si ting two houses lately ? a policeman

reported that be s?；,7 the wife on the floor in a state of bes.stly

intoxication and the children h?lf risked, sitting on their heels

round the fire ・

~^.ve you much difficulty in cJ-esring the nub3.ic houses of *he

colli ers on os.tujrdpy r:: f^.ts ? Yes v.re '~r've ;v.re go round at twelve o! clod

anci "i.t is ener^JJ ^ between ore and two oei* re .ve can n:o^ *~。布gptoK

。"：厂代； "” ■'' ..... ; ' 八，.「： i;1-evr mg r o-： ' //•'••e? so^e ?.r •『一 -??eet <

The Lion ;/ 0 f? red ；" ester day for ^av：'.ng between 50 and 40 people

in t-ne house at one o'clock on Sunday •morning,the 2nd of i.loy9the most

of the 40 were co3_liers. ±be Crouters Arras and the Windsor Castle in

Jc^.oles are great houses of report for coll? ers.

'iihs.'G are "their pursuits on Sundays? It is their custom on a Sunday

'to have a. gallon or two gsl3 on bottle of beer and ta.ke ?.t to t'leir

own house,or bp.sk ±r>. fields if there is sunshine. Sometimes the：y

sit on the -oit bsiik and drink it.U)

工七 con be understood ):r Asbr ll w.?s srobibly justified under

the c:i rcui?stances in reuuest：!.n-c protect?.on thou； h he did r;ot wish to

fiialce any n-yment for his express
il.) . to t>-.e 明工3 Report of t1?© Ch:门Srcm- Employ lent
Cor：H：i：i.SL'ion« .9- E。。57 •
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use of pol?.ce time. L；r Lc/bham inade enquiries from t\e county

police and found that,1 all pr?.vate persons requirinf the aid of
Q

the police?to watch and. guard their -oersons and proprt^-? KaR 七o pay

extra for each policema.n so employed'。 It AshrlD. was therefore

presented with a bill coveriiog the cost of tT?.e policemen who Aad

been assigned to his personal protection. (.I) 0

Tlie force seemed to suffer unduly. fro-n troub?_esome gaol

keepers« By July of 1842 ?approximately two and a half years after

•:. ，， ' - ■ '：.<•- . 「‘‘0〕 ■-:7/-c ?.r> 

trouble on sevezee 1 occ?s：i.ons xmos'tJy 七".衫ou〔、h consuming： licuor3as

it seems 七"。尢 so 「nmiy of "、「w colj.er：- ^.o：j '：)c；cn ocfoin ' "】。 In

妇"口''9 d diskiissed on one "iont上$ notice /thus 七 3).

recessexy for to find ?no七”er occupation7a.nd also a. new % owe

for his family。⑵。

of any :i.uiport appears to Meve been worthy of mention

in fie minute book from this d?无e except rourtine 龙er弓。T】、e boo上 eEs

the -uv/elth of ^ebruar3r,±844?at which time size of t!^.e force

was,one Cbief Constr.ble and five constables.

The nej：t available official records ?,re for the year 1895.

3.，e$e shovz the that by no1.? t^.e size of 七Ze force had expanded to

srtxty two Men,consist? ng ox . A C'n.ef Consts.W.eJu-oerj.ntendent

C*:ief Cler^, two inspectors ?a Detective,。，duty cler :,r.

Coroner^ o?°ficer?xovr Sergeants and fort：r seven. Constables。

rhe cost of mainta.in5.ng the force for this yerr amounted to £3,04-2.

,?.•'•-ere vzero forty cases of ?,ss^u2.ts on police.non recordedjresuj.tin^
in four persons beiiif； 1 :prrtsoned for t'lese offences. it is irterostj.nf：

12)。 Ibicl.Pasc., 7.
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to note the Chief Oozistable e/b this time was also _uhe
Captain of the ?ire brigade,and the Inspector of fis-^ and flesh

at the market。

jJrurd^eness and prostitution appeared to be fairlj" preveJ.ent

in the tov/n in t-\ose times because it is or record that tvzo

hunclred and seventy four persons v/ere proceeded a.gain:st for

being found cl run1 * ? and fourty seven females vzere foiwd guilty

of prostitution.<1）・

The tov/n of ./iger. gre\7 in stature in 七he year 1904. The

poU.ice "becs-me responsible for '/.ore citizens due "bo the borough.

taking under its •.vrlng the neerby towns:-\p of Pemberton 0 ^b.ereb^r

「• " - t：、Q rrec.. o??七'分 ^o./n to :c'i •''toon :>，u二顼。'citlIos f??on its

ori^^.naJ. u'^ree square miles。 xhe notice force v/as enlarged in f'is

3^ear to provide for :Its extra. responsib:iJ_? ti.es bixt t^ere is no

record Qvailable as to V'e number o." raen recru?.ted«

An :c?ipor\.snt step forward for pointe emen was mar ■•:ed by

了ear 1918» lonci.on wa.s the scene of several strikes on the part o.f

the police, due to the condn.tions of service。 xhese resulted in

the lolice Act of 1519 beir厂 passed <» i!Ms established t%e :Police

j'ederat：Lon?arL organization set up for the nurpose of ena.bli.nr members

of the police forces of England a.nd V/ales to bring to 七be notice of

the police authorities ? and also the SecretcTy of 3tate 7all ma'u'bera,

except for discripline 5v/hich affect their we3_f?.re end. efficiency •

Jvery niG'.iioer of t? ese forces below the r?.r.-c of Superintendent
automatical3_y Became a meraber of the Feclerp.tion.

、工）・T"g County ■ ^orou^'h of .v：）.r:an Criraina.1 and kiscello.neov.s Returns
o"' e -oolice" force for 七;le year ending if396 •
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rhe police too " advantage of mec^anisp.ti.on and strrted

using vehicles for notrol wor<: so.ietime :Ln the nineteen -bv/entics '"〔)。

Also at 七，is time point duty ccrne ii?^o being?"but i主 v/rs carried out

from neer the side of the ro^cl, <2) not ir. the centre as is a七

_uhe present uime o JPc-ffic control ?as it is now kno.vri 9'./ith no lice

and traffic lights was reslly in.3.ugur?.ted in the tov/n?under the

Hoad j-'ra.ffic Act of This Ac u brought in the use of traffic

lights v/hich replaced a large number of -oolj.ceinen previousl^^

engaged ir carrying out point duty<3；»

a pojiceman ?o1 v±nc- tbe force ir 1910 comr^nnoed 厂七 a s^l^ry

of £3-10-Od per week, but w?s reduced to £顶一5 — Od in t'1 e

folio 3re?«r 5<?ue to bVie recession i?i trade at this time.

.'七 stayed el七 level unt5_J. ohe yerr J 945» (4}

The snlc.ry has risen by decrees from tha.t year ： so oh pt ?. constable

at the present time wl?o has served for nine years has an income

of 注工 7 04。per £-mr>iira； ?. far cry indeed fro；: the :./ages of a constabJ.e

of the snail band of L''r ./'vittle had control in 13?5.

(I). (3) 口nd(4)。 These ±acts were revealed in conversation with

a retired senior memoer o ' t^.e force« 'Te toj.cl me 七，.3主 had been

mip.ble to find anv othere o：lz ' c:\aJ. <ocumep±s of past histor^- of tr^e

force, A let'uer to C^ief Cons主 ble confirmed t-oe fact tha.t h。is

not in possession of any historical documents relating to the force.

(2) There is no;/ only one suxwi.vinr traffic point cor，七rolled, by

a po]_5.ce<ian on point duty,



Increase iN
WIGAN CRIME
But juvenile cases
are down-Chief

RTGAN
'，二"技。

巧/4/TQ55.

Although there was 辛华 increase in crime generally
in Wigan last year, there an appreciable decline
in offences committed by juveniles. These factors are
revealed in the annual report of the Chief Constable
(Mr. David Aitken).

The report says that the number of crimes actually
committed totalled 1,855 compared with 1,704 the
previous year. The increase of 8.88 per cent was the
highest ever recorded. Altogether, 2,100 crimes were
reported to the Police, but 245 cases were found not
tb be crimes.

The Chief Constable goes on to say that simple larcenies

were mainly responsble for the increase, as there was an

increase of 204 in this type of offence. Of the crimes com­

mitted 866 or 46.68 per cent were detected.

The number of breaking offences reported to the Police,
was 491. Upon investigation, 17 of these proved not to be
crimes. This represented a decrease of 6.9 per cent on 1964
when there were 509 such
offences. Forty per cent of the
474 breaking offences were
detected.

Ari analysis of the crimes com­
mitted shows that there were 85
cases of breaking into houses. Of
these 28 were detected. Offences
of breaking into shops and ware­
houses totalled 228 (114 detected)
and there were 107 cases of enter­
ing with intent, of which 36 were
detected. Offences of larceny
from unattended vehicles totalled
200, 27 being detected. This was
a fall of 21 from 1964.

Sixty - six pedal - cycles were
stolen, 10 being recovered. The
theft of motor vehicles totalled 13,
nine being detected . Cases of
receiving stolen goods totalled 53,
and all were detected. There were
24 cases of indecent assault on
females, and of these 16 were de­
tected.

The Chief Constable states that
during the year proceedings were
instituted against 407 persons (945
males and 62 females), as^com-
pared with 448 (383 males and 65
females) in 1964. Of the persons
proceeded against, 262 were of the
age of 17 and over, 145 were
under the age of 17.

Turning to juvenile crime the

Chief Constable says it gives him
great pleasure to record an
appreciable decline in the num­
ber of juveniles proceeded
against for crime and also in the ,
number of crimes known to have
been committed by them.

In 1965, 346 crimes committed
by juveniles were detected as
compared with 504 in 1964. This
represents a decrease of 31.3 per
cent. Of the crimes of breaking
detected last year 45.83 per cent
were committed by juveniles as
compared with 44.3 per cent in
1964.

The total number of children
and young persons proceeded
against for indictable offences in
1965 was 145. This was composed
of 124 males and 21 females, a
decrease _pf 36.68 per cent com­
pared with 1964.

The value of property stolen
during 1965 was £37,647 10s. and
a proportion to the value of
£10,686 was recovered. The value
of property stolen and recovered
was the highest since 1956.

20 COMPLAINTS
The Chief Constable says that

during the year 20 complaints
were made against members of
the Force. Four complaints were
made by letter and 16 orailly.
Upon investigation none of the
complaints was found to be justi­
fied. In one case senior Officers
from another Police Force were
ealQed in to conduct an investiga­
tion and their report was subse­
quently submitted to the Director
of Public Prosecutions for his
observations.

The report adds that the estab­
lishment of a dog section, con­
taining three dogs, is welcomed.
One dog has been purchased and
it was hoped to purchase the
other two in the near future.
Two places have been reserved
on a police dog handlers course
in May and a further place
reserved on a similar course in
August.

The strength of Special Con­
stables was 38 males and two
females.



POLICE MERGERS:
WIGAN TO FIGHT

Fear of remote control
Fears that the amalgamation of Borough Police

Forces would affect control and incentive for a police­
man to do his best were expressed yesterday by the
Chairman of Wigan's Watch Committee, Aiderman
John Holland.

Speaking about the proposed plans of the Home

Secretary, Mr. Roy Jenkins, to re-organize 12 Lancashire

forces and amalgamate them with the County Council

Force, to bring the strength up to 6,723, Aiderman Holland

said it did not make sense.

."I have been against this all along. I am a member of the
Association of Municipal Coipo^ations and we have seen this
coming for ten years," said ；--------------------------------
Aiderman Holland.

**But I don*t think you can get
a police force as efficient as a
local one because there you have
the direct control of the Chief
Constable and the Watch Com­
mittee,n he added.

Aiderman Holland said the
opposite would happen in an en­
larged force, and the men would
gradually become regimented
and start losing interest.

No better off
4,The men will not be any better

off as far as promotion is con­
cerned and it could possibly mean
that they can be transferred all
over the County, which is exactly
the reason they prefer to be a
Borough policeman. It will give
them no choice/* said Aiderman
Holland.

He added : '*The same type of
thing will happen with the police
as has happened with nationalisa­
tion—lack of control and incen­
tive to do one's best. And I say
that even though I am a Labour
man."

Aiderman Holland said that the
major part of the Council felt the
same way as he did, and he
imagined that they would put up
a strong resistance to the amal­
gamation of Wigan's 171 strength
force with the County Police.

The other forces involved in
the proposed amalgamation with
Lancashire County are: St.
Helens, Warrington, Rochdale,
£reg 熨，Suuthpdrt,
Furness, Blackburn, Blackpool.
Bolton, Burnley and Oldham.

PRIDAY?2G 佑/必。
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Jigan County borough ?orce hns encjurecl 七'vouf* t>e leaders1ziip of

•fiir-oeen C7-ief Constables ?nncl for one unbred end '^i：cJGy one ye- rs.

it h.a.s seen many changes in its 15.fetime,,both. in the town anG. in pol' c^-

methods。 ±he town has seen 七He change from sed^n chairs? 7^orse

drawn : conveyances, steam driven trams and wg氏ons and. finally to

ve，ie].cu 「 」 ^ " \ cc 、" " :- * c。①" I。七七。t

iiovz us:.ng 切、e roads of the town to an almost linpossible degree,

consuming a lar&e number of pol- ce vvor.ri.ng "outs.

.'■' - cjj.ee force ?,?.s in stp.tii:?o xrom Shi^.U. bGf:-i.r.rin<*：3

of about half s dozen men to its present day co mp3, emen t 01 one

hundred and seventy one men and Momen。1工)。 Assisted oy science i'v

has -orogressed in the f-Lg^i; against crime by using motor ve7,icles 9

telephones and now radio 3of ;7^ic^ eo.ch patrolling member bej.ov/ *cbe

r?,nk of Inspector carries t^orir o\m perso-aal tr^.r-srnitter/receiver

set, •I'-'ese 2J.I0* them to be :i.r. constant touch t^eir colleagues

and h.e?.dQU?rters。

,Mbe end oi 七膈is force ?as such no口 e.ppenrs to be ir- sight 0

The "7ome Secretary, 3ir Roy Jenkins hes in mind ? a. pla.n to reorganize

t./elve lancasl-'ire borough forces and ajna3_gp.mate them wit-n. Lajacashire

county police ? oy April ,1 >57 ?whic't will en ve t- is force a

strength of ciz tbousand3seven hundred and twent^r ^hroe personnel。

•./igan is one ox these boroughs <> The V/igan .latcb Conmittce ap-cesr to

"cvc the intention o£ resisting this movement, claiming better

police efficiency through local control via tl)e C'-.:lex Const-0b]_e

3nd t!-1 emselves. (2).

(M)°，P，S：:-Qf Con^tp.blec Annuel .-ie^ort..，.招，5。J：' c；rn Observer.20.9 . )o
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In some ways it can be argued that the existence of a
police force itself produces unfavourable results. At the time of
the frankpledge system the people themselves were responsible
for maintaining law and order. Today the attitude of many
citizens is that they are absolved from preventing crime occurring
because we have the professional police forces to do this work.
Individuals still retain the right to make a common law arrest
on seeing a felony being committed,but few,if any,ever exercise
this right. Indeed,at times the public sympathise with wrongdoers
and sometimes try to prevent the police from making an arrest.
This attitude very often results in the custodians of the law
being placed in an embarrassing situation to say the least.

However,V/igan,in the early 19th century,was,and still is,a
factory town. No doubt the harsh treatment meted out to the workers
at this time produced difficult social conditions,and it can also
be realized that the rapid expansion of the town,due to the
Industrial Revolution,produced even more unsettlement amongst
the inhabitants. It would seem therefore that at the time of the
inception of the Wigan Police,a body of law enforcement officers
charged with keeping the peace within the limits of the borough
was a necessity.

In our modern socialized community the question arises,is it
better for a small town like Wigan to try to support its own police
force still,in the face of high costs and labour shortage,or is the
population better served by merging with one of the largest and
best police forces in the country?
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