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Cover: Rev. William Wickham serving soup to his parishioners during the miners’ strike i 1893, An exhibition of the photographs ©f Rev.
Wickham can be seen in the History Shop from 21 November.
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Prewsg from the rchives

THE recent official opening
of the History Shop In Wigan
witnessed the Archives Ser-
vice further extending its
visible presence there, with
the establishment of an ex-
hibitlon case devoted solely
to documents from the
archives. Already the perma-
nent exhibition ‘Founded on
Coal’ is based largely upon
facsimiles of documents and
illustrations, and the study
cenlre makes available
microfilm copies of popular
records such as church regis-
ters and census schedules,
but now a selection of orig-
inai records will be dispiayed
and interpreted in the case.

The initial selection is designed
to show examples of different
types ol documents from the me-
dieval period to the present cen-
wry, and 1o illustrate  the
development of record keeping
over the centuries.

* & koW

From the records of the Stand-
ish family and estate are two early
deeds, The first, dated 1317, rec-
ords a grant of property in Wigan
froni William de Fulshaw (o Henry
de Fulshaw, including a ‘toft with
messuage’ (house and land) in
Hallgate. This deed is writlen in
Latin, whereas the other, dated
1463, is an early example of the
use of English for such a docu-
ment, although many of the words
and spellings used are very differ-
ent from those found in modern
English! It concerns a dispute be
tween the brethers Gilbert and
John Moody over the propertics of
their late mother Agnes.

* oW koW

The Marklands were a promi-
nent family in Wigan during the
17th and 18th centuries, several
Marklands being elected either
mayor or member of parliament for
the borough. From their papers now
deposited with the Archives Ser-
vice has been chosen an example
of a private letter dated 1665. By
this period the spread of literacy
amongst the gentry and trade
classes was generating quantities
of personal papers of this kind.
Written in the attcactive ‘secretary
hand® of the time, the language
and spelling show quite a change
from that of the carlier English do-
cument. The letter concerns Mi-
chael Markland's attemipt 1o obtain
from the Heralds in london a
bona fide coat of arms for the fam-
ily, and is addressed 1o Ralph Mar-
Kland  via  William  Markland's
house in Millgate, Millgate  was

where many of the larger houses
of the leading families were situ-
ated before the Industrial Revol-
ution

xRk A K

Also from the mid-17th century
there is on display a document
bearing upon the momentous
events of the Civil War as it af
fected the Wigan area This is a
memorandum dated 2nd January,
1643 and signed by (among
others) William Forth, then mayor,
of orders made for the provision-
ing of the town, and [or accommo-
dating the soldiers on guard in
anticipation of an attack by the
parliamentary forces. It was de-
cided to warn people of their ap-
proach by lighting a fire on top of
the parish church steeple and by
ringing the bells backwards. This
was to be a signal to Sir William
Gerard of Bryn that he should
bring forces to the town's aid.
These preparations proved to be
in vain, however, for Wigan was
attacked and taken in July 1643,

* &k &k ok

The third of the documents
shown from this period is less dra-
matic but of great interest for so-
cial and economic  hislory.
Although few records of manorial
administration in the district have
survived (apart from those of
Wigan itsell), a good series has
been deposited for the manor of
Orrell between 1640 and 1785
The manor court book for 1651,
now on show, records typical en-
tries for tenants being presented
for a variety of offences against
manorial custons, such as en
croaching on the common lands,
the illegal erection of cottapes, und
the harbouring of illegal lodgers
or ‘inmates’ in their own houses
or outbuildings. The last of these
was the commonest offence and
tenants were fined substantially
for it, since the authonties feared
that an influx of potential paupers
would pul an intolerable burden
on the local ratepayers, and might
be a potential source of disorder.

* ok ok A

Moving lurther afield to Ashton-
in-Makerfield, an example of a
poor law document has been
chosen to illustrate the sk'slem of
patper apprenticeship, which was
an important clement in the old
poor laws between Elizabethun
times and the 19th century, The
indenture (so called because of the
indented cut across the top edpe
of the paper) records the appren-
ticing of one John Greenough. an
eleven year old Ashton boy, 1o a
linen weaver from Billinge named
John Fairhurst, in June 1781,

The basic principle behind the

poor laws was that each parish or
township should be responsible
for its own paupers, and one of
the problems facing the overseers
of the poor (the unpaid loca! offi-
cials responsible for relieving dis-
tress), was 1o look after the many
children whose parents  were
either dead or unable to maintain
them. A system was developed
wherehy the overscers would pay
a premium to a householder
within the parish or beyond, out
ol the rate-payers’ funds, and in
return the householder would be
hound to keep the child for a
period stated in the indenture,
normally until the apprentice
reached the age of twenty-one. In
the more industrial areas, many of
inese reiuciani appreniices were
bound to tradesmen well outside
their native parish. Children from
the Wipan area, for example, were
sometimes taken as far away as
Manchester or Warrington. The ap-
prentices received no wages, and
many received litle if any training
for a proper occupation or trade,
as with a genuine craft apprentice-
ship. In John Greenough's case, he
was bound for eight years,

Over B0 of these apprenticeship
indentures have survived for Ash-
ton township, dating between
1747 and 1788. Several other
townships in the Borough have
similar series surviving.

*® * kW

The other items on display are
drawn from more recent records.
An extract from the licensing rec
ords dated 1833 shows how many
public houses were in existence at
!l"t:].[ time — a5 m:m}' oS ]4 on
Standishgate alone! The names of
both the premises and their licen-
sees are listed, so that patrons of
today's hostelries will be able to
see just how many of the old
houses have kept their names to
the present.

TRk R R

The archives contain good hold-
ings of hospital records, and as an
example there is on display & rre
early print of Wigan Dispensary’s
Annual Report, dated 1806, which
clamed that some 396 patients
had been treated in the year, of
whont 275 were cured. The Dis-
pensary had been founded a few
years before. It was a typical
charity hospital of that peried, its
objects being to treat the ‘sick
poor who are unable to pay for
medicines, and who are properly
recommended.”  The Dispensary
wias funded by its annual sub
scribers, who were allowed to rec
ommend patients according to the
amotnt they contnbuted towards
ils upkeep — at this date one pa-

tent for each half guinea sub-
scribed. This document is also an
example of old paper which has
been repaired and conserved in
order to render it fit for use by re-
searchers.

* ok kw

Business records are particu-
larly wvulnerable to loss and ne
glect, and an example from this
group has been selected to show
how interesting they can be. The
firm of Henry Farr & Son, carriage
builders, was established in 1852,

and operated variously from
premises at Commercial Yard,
Market Place, Woodcock Street

and Wallgate. On display is a bock
of specifications for the manufac-
wre of carmages to order, the
example shown being a wagonette
for a Mr. Mitchell of Golborne in
1895. This was William Mitchell of
Brook Yilla (a large house on Park
Road), who was a JP. and indus
trialist of the Mitchell, Amott wall
paper firm at Brookside Mill. With
the specification book s one of
the many hand<oloured plates
used to illustrate designs of ve-
hicles available to customers, in
this case for 2 dogcant priced at
50 guineas.
L

The last document on display 1s
taken from the Archives Service's
extensive holdings of school rec-
ords, being the minute book of
Leigh Grammar School's debating
soCiety during the year
1909/1910. This volume reflects
many of the social and political
precccupations of the Edwardian
period, besides helping to record
the standard of sccondary educx
ton available to the few who
could afford it for their children.
Among the topics discussed was
the question of India's fitness for
representative  government,  the
debate concluded that she was in-
deed ready.

L

Anyone interested in pur
suing rescarch toplcs sug
gested by the items presently
cxhibiled, or in consulting
more extensively the types of
records  described  above,
should contact the Archives
Service at Leigh Town flall
(0942 672421 ext. 266). The
Archives Officer is also nor-
mally on duty at the History
Shop every Wednesday (0942
828020).

The items. exhibited will
be changed “from time to
time, and it is hoped that
more thematic exhibitions
will be possible in the future.
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WILLIAM PINK—

Leigh Librarian and Amateur Genealogi

William Duncombe Pink
was Borough Librarian of
Leigh from 1903 until
1922,

He was bom at Hoxien,
London, the son of William
Pink, a London timber dealer.
From an carly age he took a
keen imterest in history, and
wis 10 write a complete history
of the members of the Long
Parliament, 1640-1653, bio-
graphies of Parliamentary men,
1529-1714 and a work of six
volumes lisiing the Knights of
England, 1485-1714. He also
compiled several volumes of
pedigrees, including that of the
Pink family.

Move to Leigh

In 1869, at the age of 27,
William Pink was persuaded to
move to Leigh by the proprie-
tor of the Leigh Chronicle, Jo-
siah Rose. Pink already had a
Leigh connection, as he had
acted as the Chronicle’s Lon-
don correspondent; he conti-
nued te wrile leading aricles
for the paper, as well as histori-
cal “scrapbooks’.

For many years Pink was a
bookseller in King Strect. In
1900, he retired and went 1o
live in Lowtan, only to be ap-
peinted three years later as Bo
rough Libreran. He inherted
custody of 8,000 wolumes;
within 16 vears the number had
grown 1o over 20,000, His ex-
tensive knowledge of books
and wnlers helped to preatly
improve the library and to
make it suitable for all classcs
of readers.

St
5

Willtam Duncombe Pink (1842-1923)

Debater

William Pink took an aclive
role in the life of the borough.
He was 2 member of the Leigh
Literary Society from its incep-
tion in 1877, and had the hon-
our of giving 50 lectures to the
society (a record which still
stands). He was a popular de-
bater. On one oceasion a de-

bate took place at Leigh
Congregational  School  in
Newton Streel, over three

nights, on the subject of ‘Na-
polcon the Great’; it was
generally agreed that Pink's ar-
gument in defence of Napoleon
carried the day. Pink also
founded a branch of the
Y.M.C.A.in 1872, and was its
president for many years. In
1903 he was made a 1P, and

in 1919 he was awarded a
Master of Ans degree by Man-
chester University.

Shortly before his death, he
presented his library of some
3,000 volumes of chiefly rare
histerical works to the town, to
serve as the nucleus of a refer-
ence library; his valuable his-
torical  manuscripts  were
donated to the Rylands Li-
brary, Manchester. William
Pink died at his home, *Win-
slade’, Lowton St. Mary's, in
1923, at the age of 0.

If you wish to consult any
of Mr. Pink’s works or re-
quire any further informa-
tion about them, please
contact Tony Asheralt, Local
History Officer, al Leigh Li-
brary (0942 604131).

Researcher Rewarded

A NOTE from tMr. John Barker of Wigan, a
regular reader in the Archives Searchroom in
Leigh for several years, reminds us thal for
many local history enquiries the careful re
searcher will often be rewarded by looking fur-
ther afield for records relating to the Wigan
area. John Barker's research into the history of
ocal estates and land ownershup has taken him
to the extensive collections held by the lohn

Rylands Library in Manchester.

There, he has been examining extensive series
of deeds, letters and legal papers which relate
to Pemberton, Bilinge, Ashton, Hindley, Low:
ton and Leigh. Most of these documents farm
part of the archives of the Legh family of Lyme,
now a National Trust property near Stockport
The Legh family had considerable property in-
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terests in. the district, and held the manorial
lordships of Pemberton and Norley,

Many of the papers studied by Mr. Barker re-
late to the manor of Pemberton, in particular
the problems arising from encroachments upen
the manorial waste, which culminated in a law-
suit in 1835 apparently produced by popular
reseniment of atternpts to enclose some of the
common lands. Other iterns include a senes of

presentments at the manerial court of Lowton

in 1784 of tenants for failing to repair roads
and <cour ditches, and papers documenting a
lawsuit concerning the lordship of Billinge, with
details of timber trees growing on the waste,

Mr. Barker is very generously depositing his
transciipts and copies with the Archives Ser-
vice for the future use of |ocal historians

AS we approach the pan-
tomime season once again,
this 1938 poster (opposile)
may bring back some
happy memories.

The Grand Theatre and
Hippodrome was opened
in 1904, with a capacity of
30:00! This capacity was re-
duced to less than half
when it underwent major
alterations in 1935, alter
which it was known for a
time as the New Hippo-
drome.

Many of the most import-
ant music hall and varicly
artists played the Grand
Theatre and Hippodrome.
Charles Chaplin appearcd
there in 1906 as a member
of The Eight Lancashire
Lads and almost certainly
he and Stan Laurel ap-
peared as members of the
Fred Karno and Will Mur-
ray Companics that played
the theatre regularly be-
forc World War I. Harry
Lauder, George Robey,
Vesta Tilley and George
Formby Senior were other
pre-World War I visitors.
Between the wars, artists
included Sandy Powell,
Will Fyffe, George Formby
Junior, Dan Leno Junior,
Gracic  Fields, Tommy
Handley and Elsic and
Doris Waters. During the
decade after World War
I1, Jimmie Clitheroc, Fran-
kic Vaughan, Eddic Cal-
vert, Tommy  Trinder,
Secomhe, More-
cambe and Wise, Harry
Worth, Norman Vaughan,
Max Bygraves and Ken
Dodd all played the Hippo-
dronic.

On 21 April 1956, the Hip-
podrome was burned down
— ironically after a red-
hot production entitled
“We Never Clothed’, ad-
verlised as ‘the "Girliest”
Show of Nincteen Filly
"Sex”’. In 1959 a super-
murkel opencd on the site,
which today is occupied by
Kwik Save. The boiler-
house chimncy, with the
letters HIP, is all that re-
mains of this [amous

Wipan institution.

Hurry
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ERNEST TABERNER, a

Wiganer, who was living in
Coventry during the Blit,
has sent in a particularly
interesting warfime recol-
fecnion:

One of the carliest ca-
sualtics in times of war
due to wvandalised tele-
phone lines, bomb damage
to buildings, railways and
road is Communications.
As an Exiled Wiganer liv-
ing in devastated Co-
ventry during the Blitz, 1
soon discovercd how no
letter to and from home
could lcad to low morale,
and in an endeavour to
improve this devised the

following scheme.

1. A letter addressed, in
the normal way, but with
an extra 2/6 worth of post-
age stamps, would be
handed io ihe guard {(cosi
5d) of the next train lo
leave Coventry for either
Birmingham or Rugby.

2. This would be handed
to  Ruilway Staff who
would then hand it to the
puard of the next train to
leave ecither of those sta-
tions bound for Wigan.

3. On the address sidc of
the cnvelope was an in-
struction as follows:

Mr. Railwayman:
Please poslt on arrival at

- WARTIME RECOLLECTI@W

VYigan Station.

Thank you.

4. On the reverse side of
the envelope was a further
instruction as follows:

GPO: Please deliver
"EXPRESS MESS-
ENGER” POST PAID
2/6.

Thank you,

In those days, 1940, Ex-
press Messenger meant

personal delivery by tele-
gram boy at a cost of 6d.
per mile bul because the
letter had not been handed
in over the counter there
was a surcharge of 1/-.
Sinee the delivery point
was only two miles from-

the General Post OfTice
the 2/6 extra postage paid
covercd both charges.

Thus it was that I could
"posl" a letter at 9 p.m.
ul..iriuf., an ﬁil_ l._ﬂil-l UIIU my
mother would receive it at
breakfast lime next day.
That was first class post
indeed.

I wonder if there are
any retired LMS or GPO
workers still around who
dealt with my letters?

If there are, 52 years
later— ManyThanks.

E. Taberner

62 Westwood Road,
Earlesdon,
Covenlry,

CVS5 6GE

Once a Brewery Town

MOST people are not aware that Wigan was once an

important brewing

town.

The oldest commercial

brewery in Wigan was established c. 1780 by Henry
Robinson, on King Street (on the site now occupied by

Brocol House).

In 1894, the business was sold to Magee Marshall &
Co. of Bolton—the then owner, Ellen Ann Robinson,

had been declared insane, and therefore unfit to hold a

brewing licence,

Magee Marshall already owned one outlet in Wigan,
the Derby Arms—ironically, this was opposite Robin-
son's brewery! Magee Marshall was in turn taken
over by Greenall Whitley.

ORGANISATIONS
AND INDIVIDUALS!

Have your Report, Magazine, Booklet or Book pro-
duced economically via ligh-resolution  desktap
publishing.
Coveropen's IBM compatible 800 d.p.i. system will
accept disks—3'/2" or 544" —from most P.Cs.
OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE:
« Design o
« Artwork e
| » Process Camera work e
| (Bromides and Half Tones)
» Typesetting «
» Two-colour Pholocopying .

8 J“I.“ I IHHIIIE Processes

J_I_

Free unbiased print production advice
to suit all budgets
Contact Craig or Alan

Coveropen Ltd.,
5 Bridgeman Terrace,
Wigan WINT 15X
Tel: (0942) 821831 Fax: (0942) 821819
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AND TS
CANAL

by Mike Clarke
and

LIVERPOOL ..u.u......ht

: mmmum HEWITT

Allison Hewitt ‘ ' o ' I

ALTHOUGH principally concerned with the Liverpool/Bootle
section of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal, this book will still be of
interest to Wigan area historians duc lo the great importance the

canal link had on the economic development of both locations.

The Wigan 1o Liverpool sircich
was undoubiedly the busiest section
of the entire trans-Pennine walerway,
with the coal frade the dominant
commodily involved. Vast quantitics
af coal were moved from the opening
of the canal in 1774; railway compe
lition was resisted far mere success-
fully than on other canal routes and
the trade did net finally ceasc until
the carly 19645,

Chapter Four—'lIndustry and the
Canal’ —in partieular emphasises the
mutual advantage for both Wigan and
Liverpool of the canal-bome coal
ieade, The relatively short distance
inwolved meant that canal Irans por -
ation costs were very modest, and as
Liverpool grew, its increasing de-
mand for the mast significant fuel of
the day benefined the Wican Coal-
ficld cnormously.

Coal was laken (o Liverpoal (or
outward skipping, particularly to Ire-
land.for bunkering the ever growing
number of steam ships and the
equally increasing domestic demand
of the rapidly expanding city. A
fourh very imponant demand was 1o
supply local industrics, some of
which processed matenal such as
sugar cane, imported through Liver-
pool's vast dock system, 1o which the

canal was directly linked from 1R48.

The reviewer has found one or
two slight inaccuracies. On page 53,
for example, there is a relerence lo
the Maypole Colliery at Abram as
belonging to the Wigan Coal & lron
Company, From 1930 the pit was in-
cluded in the Wigan Coal Corpora-
tion grouping, of which the W.C. &
I. was the major constituent, and the
author will not have been the first o
be confused in differentiating be-
tween the W.C. & [ and W.C.C. The
same passage also refers to Crooke
Collicry. Crooke Pier was the canal
ll'?'\ldi'[]!; point for the W.C.& 1. Co's
Standish Collicries, but there was no
colliery in the liny village of Crooke
itself.

Thu: abave, however, arc very
inaE details o finaccum'»'j and over-
all this 1s o well written and re-
scarched book, mainly the work of
Mike Clarke, on acknowledged tx-
pert on the Leeds & Liverpocl C;In}\;

Published in paperback by
Merseystde Port Fu]lm (N“”“”"l
Museums & Gulleries on Mersey-
side}, with its many illustrations,
the hook Is reasonably prlli-l'I il
£395, Coples are avallable from
the History Shop.



OPENING
SUCCESS

THE major event within the Herit-
age Service since Past Forward 2
has, of course, been the opening of
the History Shop.

On Monday, 11 May, the doors opened.
The first visitors were some old friends of
the Heritage Service — Donald Anderson,
the local coal-mining expert and historian,
and Evelyn and Norman Finch, who have
close associations with local history in
Lancashire. They were followed by a
large turnout of visitors, some to see the
new permancnt  display, ‘Founded on
Coal’, others to make use of the splendid
research facilitics.

Thursday, 23 July, was doubly signifi-
cant. The History Shop was officially op-
encd by the Mayor of Wigan, Cllr. Arthur
Wright, while our Committee Chairman,
Cllr. Wilf Brogan, opened the {irst tein-
porary display, of the paintings of well-
known local artist, James Lawrence
Isherwood. Over 100 guests were present,
at what proved to be a thnmughly en-
jayable and memorable evening.

One of the most encouraging features
of the History Shop has been the visitor
figures. In only four months, there have
been well over 4,000 visitors. The Isher-
wood exhibition proved a good choice for
openers — it was the first major show of
his work since his death in 1989. Hope-
fully, 'The Homes of Football® and “The
World of William Wickham® will prove
equally popular.

Another encouraging feature was the
media publicity which the History Shop
attracted. The week before the opening, it
was given an excellent half-page coverage
in the The Guardian (see papge 10); and
the local press as well did us proud. The
History Shop also appeared on local tele-
vision and radio.

These are, of course, carly days —
there is still a great deal to be done in ful-
filling the History Shop’s potential. We
are, for example, hoping to attract school
class visits, perhaps in conjunction with a
visit to Wigan Pier.

Our Education and Qutreach Man-
ager, Bob Blakeman, would be happy to
hear from any teacher who would like
to bring a class to the History Shop
(0942 828020).

These are also difficult days — once
again, the Authority is faced with swin-
geing cuts, and the Heritage Service will
have to bear its fair share. We now have a
splendid asset in the History Shop, but a
lot of hard werk lics ahead.

SO DO GIVE US YOUR SUPPORT.
WE'RE DEPENDING ON YOU.

with Historian, Donald Anderson and

First visitors to the Hurory Shop, Evelyn, left, and Norman Finch, righr,

Gillies. (Phorograph by courtesy of the Wigan Observer).

Heritage Services Manager, Alastair

HISTORY SHOP RETAIL AREA

INCORPORATED into the History
Shop is a small retail arca which stocks
a range of heritage related books and
gilts. Please browse round next time
you visit. We have on offer a range of
History Shop souvenirs: mugs, book-
marks, pencils ele. We also stock greet-
ings cards, postcards, stamps and
unusual giflts. Our book sclection in-

cludes publications relating to Lanca-
Price
Murder, Terror and Revenge £3.95
The Devil's Hill £3.95
The Two Athertons £2.99
Wigan a Century Ago £3.60
Those Dark Satanic Mills £2.50
Wigan Through Wickham’s Window £9.95
John Wesley and Wigan £2.50
Wigan and Wiganers £3.95
Life & Times at Haigh Hall £12.95

shire, publications useful to the genea-
logist and a range specific to Wigan, in-
cluding our own Heritage Service
publications: ‘The Devil's Hill — local
men at the Battle of Spion Kop, 19040°,
‘Murder, Terror and Revenge — the
legend of Mab’s Cross', and ‘The Two

Also available: white T-shirt with Heritage Service logo, sizes from:

26" chest £5.30)
30" chest £5.80)
Small £7.30}
Medium £7.30)
Large £7.60)
Exira Large £8.00)

Athertons’. We can supply books by
post; examples ol prices and postage
below: QOutside Europe
UK Europe  Air Mail Surface
50p L1.50 £3.00 E1.25
S0p  £1.50 £3.00 L1275
s0p L£1.50 £3.00 £1.25
50p  LL50 £3.00 EEZS
£1.00 £3.00 £10.00  £2.00
£1.50 £3.50 £10.50  £2.50*
50p £1.50 £3.00 £1.25
50p £1.50 £3.00 £1.25
£2.50 £5.00 £17.00 £3.95*
50p £1.50 £3.00 £1.25
*except Australia - air mail only.

IT you require further details of any of our stock, please ring (0942) 828128 for in-

formation.

PAYMENT FROM OUTSIDE THE
U.K.— We regret that, due to the high
cost of currency exchunge, no moncy
orders/cheques can be accepled from
outside the U.K., with the exception of
Eurocheques. These must be made
payable to Wigun MBC, in sterling,

with the Eurocheque card number on
the back.

Payment can alse be made by
Visa/Mastercard, in sterling, quoting
the card number and expiry date,

For mail order form, please refer to
plé.
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Exhibition

Programme

THE History Shop’s temporary exhibition
programme opened in July with ‘Isher-
wood—Local Artist, Local Life’,

The second exhibition is *The Homes
of Football’, which can be seen until 31
October. This colourful display, described
by the manager Lou Macan as ‘a Football
Fan's delight’, captures all aspects of the
game —the character of the fans, the plea-
surc and camaraderic of the crowd, the
architecture of the stands. Included
amongst the 57 imapges from football
grounds around the country are scenes in-
volving Wigan Athletic al Springfield
Park.

The selection draws upon recent devel-
opments in football history, and the ex-
hibition’s compiler, Sman Clarke, cites
the Taylor Report as a soutce of inspira-
tion. The exhibition, he explains, helps 1o
salisfy the document’s demand ‘for a
whale new ethos for football’—bringing
the sport into new arcas of culture.

The large-scale photographs are sup
ported by various items of football mem-
orabilia, including the neck-brace worn by
Bert Trautman in the 1956 Cup Final, and
a selection of local ftems.

Lecture
Programme

THE History Shop is the venue for the
Heritage Service’s brand-new lecture pro-
gramme. This gol off to a splendid start in
Seplember with a thoroughly entertaining
talk by Mr. James Fairhurst on 'The
Wigun Borough Police'—a scll-oul, with
36 people and 2 dogs!

Lectures are held in the Histery Shop's
mecting room on the second Wednesday
of cach month. Admission is normally
L£1.00. The 92/93 programme is as fol-

lows:

14 Oct.  The Sinking of the Titanic
Mike Parsons

10 Nov.  The Atherton Collieries
Alan Davies

9 Dec. Local Men in The Boer War
Fred Holeroft

13 lan,  Archacolopyin CGr Manchesrer

Norman Redhead

Dr. Prosser-Wihite

Dr. John Ashworth

10 March The Pemberton Colliery Disaster
lan Winstanley

To be confirmed

The Wigan Townscape

Philip Powcll

10 Feb.

12 May

9 June

For further details, contact Bob
Blakeman (0942 828020).,

& PAST FORWARD
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yet another Atherton, sece  murder, terror and

pl2). revenge.

HISTORY
FOR

YOUR
BOOK-
SHELF

TO coincide  with  the
opening of the History Shop
the Heritage Service has pro-
duced Nos. 2 and 3 in its
publications programme. No.
I was published last year—
entitiecd *The Two  Atlier-
tons®, it tells the story of
Athcrton in Lancashire and
Atherlon in Califomia (for

No. 2 is entitled *Murder,
Terror and Revenge in Me-
dieval Lancashire—The Leg-
end of Mab's Cross'. Handed
down from generation to
generation, this has become
by far the best known lepend
of the Wigan arca. Its pwo
main characlers, Sir William
Bradshaigh and his  wifc
Lady Mabel, were cerainly
teal characters. But did Sir
William actually take part in
the Crusades? Did Lady
Mabel, thinking him dead,
take a Welsh Knight as her
second husband? Did Sir
William retum from a long
absence disguised as a pal-
mer? And did he pain his
revenge by chasing and kill-
ing the Welsh Knight? Did
Lady Mabel actually do pen-
ance lo the cross in Standish-
gate? Such is the sl of
legends, scl against the back-
ground of one of the most
savage cpisedes in the history
of Lancashire—a story ol

The third in the series
deals with a very diflerent
period of history. Entitled
“The Devil's Hill", its subject
is local men at the Battle of
Spion Kop, 1900. Football
and rugby supporiers are
familiar with the name Spion
Kop, or the Kop—a particu-
lar area of the lerraces in a
number of famous grounds,
including, of course, Anficld,
Liverpool and Central Park,
Wigan. But how many realise
the derivation of the name?
The original Spion Kop is, in
fact, a hill in South Africa. A
battle was fought there on 24
January 1900, between the
British and the Boers. Al-
though the British were (o
win the war lwo years later,
they lost this battle, and 1185
men (over 10 times the num-
twr of Boer dead) in what
must rank as one of the big-
gest blunders in the long his-
tory of the British Amy, The
British assault wus led by the
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Lancashire Fusilicrs, who in-
cluded many men from the
Wigan arca, and it was they
who suffered the greatest loss
of all the British regiments
who fought on that fateful
day. MNearly 100 Fusiliers
died—tragically, in vain, as
no lessons were lcamed be-
fore the ensuing camage of
the Great War. Small wonder
that the men of Lancashire
described this far-off hill in
evocative terms—'the fatal
hill’, ‘slaughter hill'—‘the
hill of the Devil’.

“The Two Athertons® was
writlen by Heritage Service
staflT Nicholas Webb and
Tony Asherofl; it costs
. £2.99. The other two books
wuere writlen by Tormer
Archives Educalion OfTicer
and Teacher Fred Hoicrnl‘l;
thuy cost £3.95 cach. Copics
can be bought frony the
History Shep and other He.
ritage Service outlets, and
from local honkshnps_ De-
tails of mail order on p7,

MURDER, TERROR AND REVENGE
IN MEDIEVAL LANCASHIRE

The Legend
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THE
DEVIL’S HILL
TESCAL MLS AT THT
BATTLE (28 SPIOs KOE. 1900

ity

|

STOF
PRESS

NO. 4 in our publica-
tion programme, ‘A
Terrible Nightmare —
The Lancashire Cot-
ton Famine around
Wigan’, will be avail-
able in good time for
Christmas. At only
£3.95, it will make an
excellent stocking fil-
ler. As with Nos. 2 and
3, il has been wrilten
by Fred Holeroft, and
will be available from
the same outlets.

No. 5 will focus on
the Civil War in South
Lancashire — i
should be available in
good time for Easter,

WHAT THE
PRESS HAD
TO SAY....

REMARKS such as ‘brilliant’,
‘good memories” and ‘a great treas-
ure’, can be read in a visitor book
endorsing Wigan’s newest window
on the past - the History Shop. Al-
ready over 4,000 visitors have en-
tered the unique Rodney Street
development, acclaiming it as being
‘great for the town’!

The History Shop combines local his-
tory, cultureand learning with retail and
commerce in Britain's first such Hertage
venture.

An added attraction to the historical
show case has been the temporary exhibits
and displays, An opening exhibition
which included 60 original paintings by
Wigan bom artist Lawrence Isherwood
was extremely well atended, as is the cur-
rent exhibition 1o visit the 114 year old
building - *the Homes of Football’, which
displays local soccer memorabilia and
photographs.

After the closing of the "Homes of
Football® display, the next exhibition will
feature the life and times of the town's re-
vered Reverend - Mr. William Wickham.
Opening 21 November the exhibition will
run until April of next year.

Heritage Manager for Leisure Services,
Alastair Gillies remarked on the exciting
start to the newest feather in the town's al-
ready renowned Heritage cap. "The re-
sponse has been incredible. The History
Shop has captured people’s attenlion not
just locally but throughout the country. It
is very much to the Department’s credit
that the project has come to fruition”.

Mr. Gillies said that people are not just
visiting to view the many collections of
archives, records and exhibitions. An edu-
cational programme of talks and lectures
on historical subjects is now also under-
\Va:y'-

The Shop hopes to achieve even greater
acclaim next year with the release of the
news that it is to be entered into the Mu-
scum of the Year Awards for 1993, or
ganised by National Heritage. Success in
the awards will mean interational expo-
sure for the development.

“In recent years,” explained Mr. Gillies,
“Wigan has gaincd praise for its outsiand-
ing work on lecal henitage. Hindley Mu-
seum, Astley Green Colliery and, of
course, Wigan Pier have all helped port-
ray the town’s former glories to the world.
Hopelully the History Shop will fallow
the lead by doing well in the awiirds”!

PAST FORWARD 9



INFORMATION |
LEAFLETS

Heritage Service now has

rinc of attrartive leaflotc e
1e5 O alilalive Cahtis O

plaining the various aspects of
the Service. These are entitled
‘The History Shop', "Museums’,
'Archives’ and ‘Local History'.
They are available at all Herit-
age Service and various other
Leisure Services outlets. Alter-
natively they can be cbtained
by post - please ring 0942
828128,

THE

LOCAL
HISTORY

Pause for thought . . mmmmm;hmmmummummdmmm

History for sale as Wigan reopens a library without peer
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This magnificent picture of the History Shop by Do
M::P}cht headed The Guardian's excellent article on

7 May 1992. (Reproduced by courtesy of The
Guardian.)
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MEMORIES OF W

THANK you for
sending the copy of
Past Forward 2. The
paper is very good,
informative, inter-
esting and fulfilling
a need in the town.

The Library article
is particularly inter-
esting to me. | re-
member Arthur
Hawkes; he lived in
Dicconson Street
West, near where
we lived then in Ec-

cleston Street. The
picture on p.i0 |
think was taken near
where the new
Westwood Lodge
Nursing Home now
stands. | spent 3

weeks al the start of
1992 |looking on that
view of 5L James
Church.

The picture of the
Pavilion Picture
House brought back
memaories. We were
allowed as children
to go to the Saturday

gy
i 0ot

B T
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Miss Bamford is seated at the far end

"POTTERIES” BORN AND BRED

I HAVE been very
fortupnate in  having
been loaned a copy of
your magazine Past
What
memories il brings
back, especially the
letter from K. Rile
the " Potleries”.
1 was bom there in
1913, after which we

 moved to Douglas St.,

IGAN'S P

o

of Dicconson Street Wesleyan Day School, 1913.

Rush, price 2 old
pennies, when there
was a Cherry Kearton
animal picture on, a
silent film of course. |
liked the pictures but
not the noise and
shouting!

A friend  very
kindly took me to
the Dear Diary Exhibi-

EDITOR’S NOTE

IN the article on Wigan At Play in
Past Forward 2, we mentioned lom
Kenyon’s claim to having introduced
greyhound racing to Wigan. Mr. Sid-
ney Smith tells me that Kenyon did
not have this claim to fame — the
Woodhouse Lane Sports Stadium
(not Springfield Park) was, he states,
10lding racing before Kenyon op-
?-‘"-'F-’d f{'ie Poolstock track. _WOD'(?-
fnouse lane Stadium was originally
built for trotting and the chief
trainer there, a Mr. Orgill, was train-
ing horses in Germany when war
broke out in 19 14; he was interned in
that country as an enemy alien.

© Many thanks, Mr. Smith, for your
conlinued interest and support.

tion at Haigh Hall. |
knew the Birch fam-
ily. My eldest sister, 7
years older than my-
self, was a conlem-
porary of Dr. Birch
when they were late
teenagers at the High
School and Grammar
School. He, Tom
Shaw, Cyril Long and

Newtown in 1925,
Coming down Potlery
Rd. you came to Swan
Mecadow Rd. which
ran lhe length of the
Pottery. Firstly Let-
terewe St. where 1 was
born, then Pottery St.,
finally Sudworth St
whose backs adjoined
the River Douglas. In-
cidentally I can stll re-

of the third row in this photograph

others used to meet
the High School girls
in the passage be-
hind Fark View, it
was called the ‘Rab-
bit Run’!

Miss Joan Bamford,

MBE, LRAM,LTCC,

4 Golden Ways,

Wwigan.

call most of the family
names in our street. In
Cudworth St. lived a
Mr. Goulding whose
horse-drawn cars
brought the coal for the
local cotton mills. He

then later became a
motor haulage contrac-
tor, I remember them

building his garage in
Pottery Rd. Mr. Gould-
ing’s son Harry was or-
ganist at St. Thomas's
Church in Caroline
Street where [ attended
the school. My grand-
parcnts kept the chip
shop by Pottery Rd.,
canal bridge for some

years, there was sta-
bling for canal boat
horses  behind  the
house.

Grandad was a main-
lenance pump man at
Owd Nat’s pit in Wor-
sley Mesnes. There was
an accident, he fell
down the shaft and was
brought up in a sack.
Re Mr Riley’s letter,
yes there was a boaty-
ard where he said and it
was Mayors, it was still
there a few years ago,
when I paid a noslalgic
visit o my old haunits.
Incidentally  the
house in our street was
occupied by Mr. Tom
Boolle's family, one of
whose daughters  later
became landlady at the
Swan Meadow Inn fol-
lowing Joe Dear, Ke-
nyons & Joc Hewitl. Mr.
Beoolle himself worked
at Mayors boatyard.
Jack Nicholson,
Leyland,

Lancs.

ton
T

Beautifuily Displayed

ON a bleak January day
my son and I made a
visit to Haigh Hall to sec
the Dear Diary Exhibi-
tien, a display of diarics
held by Wigan Archive
Service. The first thing
that caught my eye was
a photograph of my
father, aged 13, in his
Boys Scout uniform, and
beside 10 were nhots
graphs of extracts from
his schoolboy diaries.
The whole exhibition
was of great interest and
beautifully  displayed.
My son said, "Do you
think Grundpa would be
pleased?” and [ said, "he
would have been

thrilled”.

My father Kept a diary
continuously from 1915
to within a year or [wo
of his death in 1983, As
Wigan was his home
town [ contacted the
Wigan Archive Service
after his death 1o see if
the diaries would be of
interest  and  in  due
course copies were made
for the archives, My
father  liked to  keep
papers and mementoes
and all those that were
relevant to Wigan I gave
1o the Archive Service.
Sceing  the Exhibition
confirmed 10 me that [
had done the right thing.

The material is not just
safely stored, it i5 used.
Sue Stanford

29 Chester Road
Wrexham

Clwyd

® Tlie Dear Diary Ex-
hibition can still be seen
in the Srables Cenire,
Haigl. Ed

addressed to:
The Heritage Ser-
vices Manager,
Editor,

Past Forward,

Dept. of Leisure,
Trencherdleld Mill,
Wigan WN3 4EF.

PAST FORWARD 11




Mr. Lawrcence Power, of New South Wales, Australia, has
provided some fascinating Information relating to John Atherton,
who was born In 1837, the son of Edmund Atherton of Blackrod
Farm, near Wigan. In 1844, Edmund and his famlily emigrated to
New South Wales on the shlp *Great Britain'. In 1857, John
moved north to Queensland, where he was to found the town of

‘—'.-"'-

Marceba, He died In 1913, his name perpetuated in the town of
Atherton and the Atherton Tableland In North Queensland.

Mr. Power Is also a Wigan man — he emligrated [rom
Pemberton to Sydney In 1960, Our grateful thanks to him for
drawing our altentlon to John Atherton, and for sending this
extract from the Daily Mirror (Australia style!)

Cattleman opened

up vast areas of

North Queensliand

s an overlander all his ife, John Atherton sow litHe danger in
moving his wifa cnd saven children through a part of north
Queenuand where 40 Europeans had been killed by Aborigines In
the four years before 1B765.
Wilh his two older sons, Edmund, 13, and William, 11, Atherton went
first with 1500 cattle and 100 horses. Catherine Atherton and the five
smaller children, with the family's household possessions in two covered

wagons, followed.

Tha Herberton Rangs,
Inlared from Caline, woa the
srpedition’s  Ft

A Sledt end
lockie wes nesded to winch
the wopend i the itecpest
Pty

The lest wagon had just
reached the Lop, when, wilh
Atherton and Lhe catile well
down Lhe other slde half o
doren spears whinlied paat
hlarnrs

The overlander had In:
siructes his family in the
tactics Lo he fallywed 1o the
event of wnm  Aboriginal
ambuth Tumilsg bl mount
sharply. he rede Into the
callle Tirine as he wenl

The shcis peniceed iRE
ol Which stamped~-1 bask
up the hill towsrds the
ERpune wihich were
b ginein g thelr depcent

Calherine Atherinn fnew
eERCLIY what ahe hind Lo da
The mamert ahe heard the
shots, ake pilled Lhe Bupgy
ad TaMfmNe 14 cne Ede,
mlicwing Lhe herl Lo thunder
s

Ay the {ime Atherion
rrached the scerne. he found
the wagons dresn up ln the
form of & sguare, wilh his
wiir calmly hending out rii-
Irn Lo the statler bacds A
valley ¢f ahota Into the sur-
rounding scrub gulckly dis
e et he ambuehe

Moit ol the rasly aqualiers
were faod with auch dan
Frr ln laking up new oouf-
1Py, They eipected Lo lme &
orraln number of glork Lo
marsuding  tribeamen 0
they ot thmugh without
Ioas el human Ufe Uney
counled Lhemazives lucky

TINAROCO

John Atherion — the man
»ho ploneered the Atheron
Tabielarnd wnd eeitled his
farmily beaide & alreich of
ralnlorest  whilch laler e
came Lhe centre of » rich
agricuiiural  wnd  dalrring
mmmunity — wia not oy &
caltheman

FPastoralista Ll diflerent
paris of the nteror needed
more peceanihle markews for
iheir cattle U they merr 1o
murvive the heavy [osees
brought mbout by droughts,
Tigxmls and Albort
depredaticna

Bamething wes needed o
brtng a bigper and nearer
population tg the norifern
caile slallons

it was Lhat Atherion the
catileman, Lurmed prod pecior
and dlaco, north
Queeralands firet big bin
Held. at & place socn Lo be
eomr (amoun s Tinaroo
Crerk

Iin. Hurroe,” be L sup-
e Lo have shouted as be
emelted the ore in & hallow
atump and resllsed the pig-
nifiranee cf bile (ind

Tinarna eventuadiy led to
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the growih of Arrberton, the
fEatre af Quecnaland's rarly
Hr-mining Indusiry. Herber-

ton  and  adlacest  fieida
provided the cattle market
for which Atherton had been
looking. .

John Atheslan bam sl
Wlgun, in Lancsahlre, an Au-
Eusl 9, 157, rame of Feoman
slock gulng back cenliries o
that part of England

He was the aecond of Ed-
mund Atherton's nine scna

Farmer Atherlon had de
cdrd Lo Lry Ausiralla mr
poasible hiotne for hile large
and growing family

B0 it wea that the ALher.
Lana ar ot Pald Bialr,
nrar Oupre, W0 northermn
HEW. They preapered po well
Anat I3 years |aler. in 1AST,
Edmund Atheron was atill
looking for lend to aecormmo-
fals hls L of thousands of
ehesp and caltle

There woa iittle worthwhlle
land left In New England,
nor n the squalilng diatricis
of Mareton Hay and the Dar
lng Dowrw fariher norh, Bao
Lhe Athertons decided ba n-
vesUpzle the Pilooy ooun-
iry, hundreds of miles fur-
ther north.

The alder boye, Jumes and
John, led the way with 451
eheep and were o Impresaed
wilh thia new pestoral dis-
iriet, Lhey Lnmediabely ook
up Fossmood s short dl-
Lance north of Heckhamp-
(2]

While James remalned st
Recemood, Joho returmed to
Lhe Blesk uplands of the Hew
Englund tablelands It was
winler again, and the JouUNE
AN % e able Lo perausde Bis
father 1o gell Fald Blalr arud
mave Lhe whola fsmily north

While they wers atlll pre-
paring for the journer. the
pew colony of Quernsand
waa procialmed and what
biad begun aa an indlvidusl

HISTORICAL - FEATURE

enterprise ended wilh Lhe
Athertona jolning many olh-
efa ln the greal Lrelk north-
RS

“Everyutie bechme 80 infe-

& goldrush’
Another likened it to the
tribes of Isrmel In search of

ihe Promised Land.
The Atherton cuvalouwde of
wagons, pack-horses, bul-

I -'.- e v
Emacchd End Housa, The Athartorts toblekend homwrteod, wan bullt of cedar and legs. It

remaing Intect today.

lockdrays and X000 Bhort-
hornh cattle jolned the pro
cesalon in the reglon of Qlen
Irawea and Jourmeyed on ln
tha midsl of land-arckers
Iroee all parily of NAW and
even farther alieid

The sversge Jourmey tock
sir montha And shen It waa
over, Lne new arrivale pegged
thielr rurs, then rushed bock
Lo the neatest land commis-
mloners Lentd Lo register Lhelr
clalms

gpueriils fighter than an over-
Llander

On one af his rides, he v
munding up cattle in a
reffcle gorge when a sione
aze, thrown by an Aborigpine,
caught him on the alde of the
head.

Half-lunned and oom-
pletely blinded by the Blaod
atfeaming fram Rl sealp he
Kave his herse (b head and
trated L Lo carry him clear
of the ambush

For roung John Alherion,
il was & tough and citen dan-
germus e Fr was rarely oul
of the aaddle from de=n Ll
dusk, yri thers were Limen
when he could relax wnd
enjoy himaslf

A ploture " ef  centrald
Qurensiand aquattera relax.
Lng after u cdays toll 1s to be
found Lo the journel scoownt
af cre of John Athertan's
contemporaries.

1t nated Lhat drinklo g went
on Lnib the amall hours, with
the party sty ending

with the sbnging of ses shan-
thes

Tawschieve the fight peafur-
lng stmmaphere, ene group
climbed ente the pub roof,
with armicads of mpes and
emply Lotiles

Those below them imitated
the actlens of sallorm hauing
in mpes, ax (hey dragged
each tottle down the slde of
the bullding

Bul the good times did nct
lunt forever. A sudden slump

and he turmed his sttention
to the far north

His wsons  were  almost
gFrown-up by then, and they
helped him cverland ane
mob of cattla to the Palmer
in 1873, and ancther Lo the
Hodgkinacn Rlver in 1875

The cattleman had become
convinoed Lhat the far narth
woild be the salvation of
Quesniland In INS5 he Lok
up Basslt Dwowna, on the
headwaters of the Burdekin
Bdver.

He was still too far from
Lhe guidllelds, though, and
the followlng year anw the
meml femous ek ln the farm.
Urs orverlanding  histery

b rin. i

Only the erplorers. Fd-
mund Eennedy in M8 40
and the Jamdine Brothers Lo
184 A% had perelruted to
Lha tabipland eountry, st the
base of Cape York Peninaula

The (wriber north they
travelled. the explorers hnd
reported, the Meroer the Abo-

e

“large musculer men with
bulfet-ahaped hendsa and a
repulsive caat of counte-
DANMF.” waa afie man'a de-
sfripton of the peninsular
tribea, tollowing & serien of
tlashen with them.

Athertan had had hall o
Hietime's experiencs of the
untamed Queeraiand Abo-
rigines mnd he melleved he
enuld gel the family thiugh
Unscathed,

Thielr [iret BEroah with the
Tatlves came before Lhey
reached ihe tableland They
bowt newsiy hall thele cattle
when Atherien hed ro
choloe bul Lo alampede the
herd away from tha Abarigl-
nal ambual ml Herberton
Range.

Ther had  kept  golng
through m reglon of dry,
alony hila whizh gradually
gRve way Lo & jJungle The

John Atherton’s heritage

Vasl wrrss of wnoccupted
Crown. land. fram the NEW
herder to w new frontler
alang the Fitzroy Miver, s
comveried  Into  privately
owtsed lewsehold in Just e few
micnths

Thr Atherlon's sulfersd &
miner setbeck when they los
all Lhelr agriculivrml Lools
& wagon which overiumed
crosaing Lhe Fiiemy

' AMBUSHED

It was the bepinning of &
new Lfe for 22 -veaf-oid Jehn
Alberton As he robed the
counteyiide, & rifle rFeatlng

on the pomanel of his saddle,
oo dirarms and s couple
of korg Enives s Ly his

beit, he locked meore Uks &

hit the pesicral industry Lo
the mid- 10808
Formany ef thoae mho ven-
lured norh in seareh af the
promised fand. the end came
when & bank ar pame largr
piciorsl concern In Aydney
or Melbourme foreciosed on
Lhelr prepe riles

John Athercn, aided by
khe  rrrakable Catherine,
thie wile he had marsried in
1852 was one of Lhe compar.
wllvely small mumber who
aurvired

The tmes were bard. While
Catherine took care af the
thidrer (n the Lelatlon of
Atherton's Tatesl prep
near Erneraid John ssuogl
niew and sasler wayvs of gel-
Ling cattle Lo Lhe canat

Then, Ln 1871 the goldrush
to the Palmer Fiver hegan

manl cedar-trers and the
luzuriance of the tropical
Jollages emuped them Lo stand
Lo awe and wendermen|

Feering  Intas the dask
deptina, they waw Aharizinal
guryeRhs larmee enough o
Aommodate two famllies ot

ariee,

Bul Lrhey paw no more Abo-
riglnes — friendly er cther
wine — n3 they skirted Lhe
wealern margin af the jungle
and eveniusliy resched an
aren of luah grariag land st
the Jurction of Emeraid
Creek and Barmon River.

Atherion ealird the flace
Emeraid End, the [nal reat-
Ing-place af the Alherton
H y on the edpe of ihe
gTeat Alheran Boub

Trangull . Emerald End
waa, there wwre stlil anxious

H‘!ll‘h&rﬂaﬂ wha broved droughts, floods end hostila
Aborigines to plonesr great trocts of oottla country
i Herth Quesnaland.

years ahend. Athertoce put
his atock Ipases tn Aborigines
at an average of & bullock a
Ay for the firat {lve years,
On thosp pocaslons when
he went looking for the
marauders, the fomily slept
Ll the shuttsred kitchen,
Cutherine and the boys tak.
ing turma to keep guard by
the doar
The ceaselean patroiling of
e Alexander
troop of
b.u.k mllﬁe gradually ensed
the problerm Bul the outlock
for catile waas none Loo § oM.
ising an the gold begon Lo
peter out along the Palmer
Jahn Atherton had alosys
ed 1o b on arn
¢ and simple One T
ln.an IF78, however, he woa
exploring the hendwaters of
Emerald Creek when he

cAMme fernss 8 patch of
alluvial tin
HWILLED
s
A mlacr rush followed, €4-

prcindly aiter o liitle gold =aa
alan foumd In the sren. Then
in 1499 he mode anather fing
on the Wik River and this
time the rual was more e o
mass migration of miners
fmm all over the north

Hut John Athertan was not
cut out Lo be & miner. “Htick
Lo your mining Il atick ito
my bullocka,™ he Lold a party
ef tln.mlnerm when they afl-
ered him s ahare 1o Hecher-
ton's Oreal Northern Mine.

Herbericn tin was bo have
the aame rifect in brnglng
Lo life the aleepy Little port of
Calms a8 Charters Tower
guld had already Qohlcrsd
for Townsville Before long
the teamaters mnd packers
were fMooding past Fmernld
End, en mule to the tinflelds

Where Lthe Ltrock crocsed
Oranite Creek.  Atherton
bullt = store and a Llitle
alerporoaled nhanty pubs, and
the tewmahlp of Mareehn was
bom

Then, in the 1B904, the Chl-
neas  arrived and  began
tlearing the seruly for lorm-
Ing

The neweomers chipped
steadily away sk ihe Creal
Berub and by 1000 the b |
af 100 Chinese molze-far-
mers had grown up armund
the thrving tlowmship of
Atherton

Hernlc Catherine Atherton
was killed 0 & buggy accl-
dent Ln 1002

Im the, Ltn [8th Centory,
aptradess kad cormad an
Irternrtens! reputation e alng
srong B9 peatict scullen b
ity werkd — long balers crichet
Pl Bhe wxtlon en the werld
nparting map The story ef that
goidan age b recaled on this
Fagn ea Weadmy.
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Letter
from

Nellie!

THANK you for your
prompt reply to my letter,
also for the Past Forwards.
| am finding lots of things
take my mind back. One
in particular (issue 2) - the
visit of King Edward WVII
(then Prince of Wales). He
was leaving Wigan to
spend the evening with
Lord Gerard. My mother’s
brother James Melling be-
longed to Lord Gerard’s
household cavalry. This
was before my time - | was
born in 1905 - but | do re-
member a plume from the
hat he waore, beautiful
shades of blue. Sometimes
we were allowed to take a
feather from it for school
painting.

| am sending a copy of
myself as Queen of the
Fairies, Dicconson Street
Methodist day schaol,
1912. The teacher was
Miss  Munday, and the
concert for parents over
the road in the church

. pu——

fairies, performing  at
Dayschool in 1912,

-4 b, .
Miss Nellie Woods as the Tairy Queen’ with her band ol
Dicconson

Miss Nellie Woods in the
operella ‘Highwayman
Love’, performed in a Wigan
church  group,  Springfield
Road, in 1320. Nellie emr-
grated to New Zealand saan
afterwards.

hall. | sang a lullaby. | was
only 7 years old and to be
the Fairy Queen with spe-
cial wings that moved
when | walked, well you
can understand that | can
still remember at 86 years.
| hope you will like the

photographs taken by
{posh) photographer Cyril
Foley.

Many thanks.

Nellie Leather (nee Woods)
Auckland
New Zealand.

@ (t's a small world—only
the other day, Nellie's
neighbours, the Burns,

dropped in to say hello,
en route to Scotland. Ed.

- » {.

Street  Methodist

'

s

A DICKENS
OF A
HRISTMAS

: 4
A MAJOR new attraction at Wigan Pier will be the opening
of the Palace of Varieties, scheduled for Easter 1993. The em-
phasis here will be very much on flexibility, and it is envis-
aged that visitors will be able to enjoy such events as Old
Tyme Music Hall, magic lantern performances and various
classes/meetings. .
Before that, however, you have the chance of having a

Dickens of a Chnstmas. "
Victorian Evenings =

Experience a Victorian Christmas evening amid the sights and
sounds (and smells!) of the time. Slqr back into the scenes which
have enthralled over a million people. Start your evening at the
seaside where you willbe greeted by the Town Crier. Warm your-
self with a glass of Hot Punch before journeying through the coal-
mines into Victerian Wigan to meet the characters of the time. Join
Mr. Savape in school Travel by waterbus to the Parlour at the
Pier. Enjoy a sumptucus Christmas Dinner followed by an enter-
taining Viclorian Musical Melodrama,. Your special evening will
end with Christmas carols around the Christmas tree.

MENU
Home-made Soup g
salmon in a Champagne Sauce, !
Sorbet
Roast Rack of Lamb

n
1

seasonal Potatoes and Vegetables
Christmas Pudding
profiterales
Coffes and Mints

Dates—8,11,12,15,18,19 December

Christmas Lunches

Enjoy a traditional Christmas lunch; numbers can be accommo-
dated from 260, subject to availability. Wigan Pier makes an un-
usual venue for an organised Christmas lunch, and you may well
receive a visit for our resident acting company during your cel-
ehration

Dates—Monday - Friday, 1 -18 December.  PRICE £12
(Including a free day pass)
Sing for your Supper
& J rr

Visit Wigan Pier and experience the sights and sounds (and
.*'-rn(‘”ﬁ) of 1000, Jain in the Fun and Ffi\.'o}ity. Singalons for your
supper at the Victorian Music Hall.

Dates—Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays throughout De-
cember. PRICE £10

For tickets and further details, please contact the Book-

ing Officer, Wigan Pier, Wigan. WN3 4EU (0942
323666).

e
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SOCIETY
NEWS

Aspull and Halgh Historical Soclely

The Society meets in the Village Centre,
Bolton Road, Aspull, on the second Thurs-
day of the month, at 8.00 p.m. In addition 1o
a good selection of Speakers, members
enjoy various social activities. Further details
from Mrs. Dorothy Dootson, 5 Stancliffe
Grove, Aspull. (0342 831204).

Atherton Herftage Soclety

Interesting talks are given on local history
topics and three outings arranged per year to
places ol historical interest. Meelings are
held in Atherton Library on the second Man-
day of each month at 7.30 p.m. For futher

infarmation eontact Athedos Lihrane (0049
| i orar i

PR IR ERAD Iy Wi et (A i i (e

878363).
Lelgh Chvic Trust

The Trust is responsible for the Leigh, As-
tiey, Tyldesley, Lowton and Golbome wards,
and mainlains a close working relalionship
with Atherton Hertage Society. For informa-
tion en membership and our programme of
aclivities, contact Roy Thomas Secrelary
{0342 606723/492457).

Lelgh and District Famlly History Soclely
This Society meets in the Turnpike
Centre’'s Derby room on the third Tuesday of

each month. The Progamme for 1953 is as
follows:
19th January
*Parish Register Workshop'
F. Holeroht
16th February
"The Tianic®
S. Rigby
16th March
"The Fletchers of Atherton”
Mrs. M. Gilbertson
20th April
To be confirmed
18th May
Annual General Meeting & Scetlish Parish
Registers
15th June
Project Evening
20th July
Visil to Chester Recard Office
17th August
Visit to Mining Museum
21st September
Intreductory {alk and use of Society's 1.G.I.
Mrs. E. Finch
18th October
To be confirmed
16th November
"The Crawfords of Haigh"
N. Webb
21st December
Christmas Meeting- T.B.A.
For further details conlact the Society's
Secretary Mrs, G. McClellan (0942 729553)
Wigan Archaeologlcal Soclety

The Society meets on a monthly basis
with a guest speaker whose subject can

BOB DOBSON

Publisher and Book Dealer

LANCASHIRE

range from Egyptology to the Industrial Rev-
olution. Field trips to archaeclogical siles as
far afield as Hadrian's Wall and Caernarvon
Castle are organised. Occasional excavation
is carried out on local sites such as Roman
roads, moaled halls and watermills, For fur-
ther details, contact Sharon Varley (0257
52986)
Wigan Clvic Trust

The Trust addresses various issues, in-
cluding historical redundant buildings, traffic
and parking problems, preservation or min-
ing artefacts and the restoralion of the
Tyldesley monument. The Trust has open
meelings al Drumcroon Arts Centre, Parsons
Walk, on the second Monday of the month at
7.30 p.m. The quality of Speakers is high,
the subject matter varied. Visits and other
social events are planned. For further infor-
mation, contact Anthony Grimshaw, Secre-
tary, 6 Bridgeman Terrace, Wigan. WN1
15X. (0942 45777).

Wigan Famiiy History Society

The Society meets to further the interest
and skills of all those interested in tracing
their family line back into the mists of time.
Meetings are held twice monthly at the
Seven Stars Hotel, Wallgate, Wigan. This
season's speakers include Brian Clare on
Lancashire Words and Dialect, Nicholas
Webb on the Standish Papers, Diana Winter-
botham on Old Lancashire Maps, Iris Sell on
the Origin of Lancashire Surnames and Tony
Lankshear on One Name Studies. Further
details from Len Marsden, Secretary (0942
217764).

BICKERSHAW
MACHINERY
MOVED T3
ASTLEY GREER

YORKSHIRE & CHESHIRE

I deal in secondhand books relating to these
counties: [ appreciate quotations: [ search for books:
[ issue lists, T buy quantities of other books: 1
organise Secondhand Book Fairs throughbut the
North West — Send for details. 1 want to publish
Lancashire-interest books.

BOB DOBSON
“Amr“s”

3 STAINING RISE,
STAINING,
BLACKPOOL FY3 0BU.
Tel. (0253) 886103
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AS many of you will
know, the recent clo-
sure of Bickershaw Col-
liery meant the end of
coal-mining in the Me-
tropolitan Wigan area.
The good news, how-
ever, is that many of
the artefacts have been
transferred to Astley
Green Colliery, includ-
ing Peggy’s Pump, a
Victorian steam pump.

Not that the collection
at Astley Green com-
prises only mining arte-
facts — there are now
three boats on site, in-
cluding the steam-hoat
‘Unily’, ‘Fred’, and a
1912 Birmingham barge.

The following events

have been confirmed for
1993:

APRIL

North West Stationary
Engines Association
Rally

Red Rose Steam So-
ciety Annual Rally
AUGUST

Historic Commercial

Vehicle Society — Trans-
Pennine Run

Astley Green Colliery
is well worth a visit —
there are plenty of arte-
facts to see, as well as
the highlight of the visit,
the magnificent cathe-
dral-like engine house.

Admission is free (alk
though all donations are
welcome).



THE Wickham photograph in the last issuc defeated
virtually all of you. One suggestion was that it might
be behind the Whitesmith’s Arms, Standishgate. As
we have no evidence that Rev. Wickham took any
hotographs near the centre of Wigan, however, we
ccl this 15 unlikely. Our guess is that it was taken by
the canal ncar Crooke.

There are four mystery photographs this time, all of
which should prove much casier to identify. We be-
lieve all were taken not too long ago, within the Me-
tropalitan Wigan area. But where?

If you can help us to identify any of these photo-
graphs, please contact Len Hudson in Leigh Town
Hall (0942 672421 cxt. 265).

THIS riddle is certainly not easy to solve.
There will, therefore, be a small prize for the
first three correct answers—sorry we can't
n?alch.lhc original reward! The answer will be
given in Past Forward 4.

The following question was proposed in the
“Diarian Repository” for the year 1740, by Mr.
John Hampson, of Leigh:

At Bedford Mill, near old Leigh town, is found,

':f,{ orm Iriangular, a piece of ground, THE HISTORY SHOP'S MEETING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR
tose sides and area none can yet explain, LOCAL GROUPS AND SOCIETIES AT VERY REASONABLE COST:

Tho' these subsequent hints may then obtain. £4.00 PER MORNING OR AFTERNOON SESSION

One angle makes degrees just seventy-nine £6.00 PER EVENING SESSION

Which being as three 1o ten, cut by a line,

Of chains eleven, drawn to its sides opposed,
The area is the least can be enclos'd. TEA AND COFFEE FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Th'e miller thus "whe best explains the truth, IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE CONTACT
Wins for reward our buxom daughter Ruth.” PHILIP BUTLER ON (0942) 828124

OR SATURDAY MORNING

Wh‘f Wi i ; i herf:eld Mill, Wallgate, Wi WHN3 4EF
i 7 9an Hentage Service, Department of Leisure, Trencherfie il gate, Wigan,
m Viﬂ'ﬂ"& Produced by Park Design and Print, Wigan, Tel 0942 821831 ) ; METROPOLITAN
cia H“m-‘ @Xpressed in this issue are not necessanly supperted by Wigan Metropolitan B{thUgh Cuuncrl., or by
i "2lion ang Amenities Committee. Mothing printed may be construed as plolmy of an nh‘:aiu an-
0L Unkess 5o stated, Neither Wigan Councl, nor the edilor, accept any Fabiity for any matter in this

WIGAN

Conlibutions 40 Welcomed but no respensiblity can be taken for loss or damage o contrbutors” matenal O Wigan Matromelitan Borough Council October 1992,
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These two views at a generator house
were recently donated to the Service by
Mr. D. Culshaw at Hindley. The top
view shows a row of vertical steam en-
gines directly coupled to dynamos, with
associated meters and switchgear on the
raised gallery. It was taken when instal-
lation work was nearing completion; the
lower view is of the official opening of
the facility.

But where is it? The number of VIPs
present and the decorative architectural
features of the building suggest munici-
pal rather than a commercial or indus-
trial ownership. We do know that il 1s
not the original Wigan Corporation
Power Station, nor is it the South Lanca-
shire Tramway Co.'s installation at
Howe Bridge. Could it be that some of
the arca’s smaller local authorities es-
tablished electrical generating stations
for street lighting and to supply local
domestic and commercial users, and
that the photographs are of such an es-
iablishment?

The gentleman in the bottom
photograph, identified as “Bill's Dad’, is
Samuel Mort, 3 Walker Bros. employee;
as he also appears in the other view, he
was probably involved in the installation
work, although none of the equipment is
of Walker Bros. manufacture. Tt is likely
that the views were taken between 1900
and 1910.

@

‘f'rj

] ;";,!?_ﬂ

If you can help to identify these photographs,
please contact Mike Haddon at the History
Shop (0942 828121). |

MAILING LIST COUPON

It you would like to receive future editions of
‘Past Forward' through the post, please com- |
plete the coupon (unless you have already sent
one previously) and post to;

The Heritage Services Manager, Editor, ‘Past
Forward’, Department of Leisure, Trencherfield
Mill, Wigan. WN3 4EF.

NAME

...........
.........
.......
............
.....................

..............
..........

| enclose a contribution of . .. . . ..
towards productio

N cosls. 1

| enclose a cheque, no
(Please make all cheque

ORDER FORM
. I'wish to order the following:
cost | p&p
For orders from the UK. =

----------------------

s payable to "WIGAN MBC)

For crdars autside the UK,

i Wish

I wish to

iy

to pay by Eourocheque, no
Pay by Visa/Mastercard

..............

...........
....................

*
...............
------
.........

...........

.....
------
...........

Postio the Hi
__________“___!slory Shop, Radney Street, Wigan WN1 1DG.
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