
�sriitiw
�PRING  1997I��UE  NUMBER FIFTEEN

�he  Newsletter of Wigan Heritage Service



�from the �Editor
In many  ways  this  has  been  one
of the most  difficult  editions  to
produce.  I'm delighted  to say
that  I've been inundated  with
contributions  from  readers  -
but  I just  cannot  fit  them  all into
20 pages.  �o  my apologies  to
those  who  are disappointed  not
to see their  articles  in print  -
please  be patient,  and I will  do
my best  to include  them  in a
future  issue.  But  don't  let this
put  any potential  contributors
off  - I am always  delighted  to
receive  articles  from  readers,
and obviously  would  rather
have too  many  than  too  few  to
choose  from.

I have also been greatly
encouraged  by the number  of
letters  and phone-calls  from
readers near and far. The
article  in 'Past  Forward  14' by
Mrs. Bryden  on Hindley  and
Abram  Grammar  �chool,  for
example,  brought  back  memo -
ries for many readers  and
attracted  a great deal of
correspondence.  And no
photograph  has produced
such  a response  as the Boys'
Brigade  band  on p20.

On a sadder  note  we have
lost  a very  dear friend  in the
last  few months.  Harry  Potts,
Chairman  of Red Rose �team
�ociety,  died  very  suddenly  at
the end of the year. I had the
privilege  of working  closely
with  Harry  for  many  years  - he
was a gentleman  and thor -
oughly  dedicated  to Astlcy
Green Colliery.  He will be
greatly  missed,  but  his  legacy
lives  on  in  the  exciting  plans  for
the future  of the site.  A tribute
to Harry  appears  on p18.

As always,  many  thanks  to
you, the readers, for your
continual  support,  in  whatever
form,  which  has enabled  'Past
Forward'  to go from  strength
to strength.

All  comments  and
correspondence  should
be addressed  to:

Editor,  ‘Past Forward ’ ,
Wigan  Heritage  �ervice,
Market  �uite,
The Galleries
Wigan  WN1 1PX

�arewell,  Roy
The Heritage Service and Wigan Pier have bade
farewell to a very dear friend, Roy Wareing. Roy
has worked as a technician for the Heritage
Service, based at Wigan Pier, since 1989, but
unfortunately has had to retire due to ill-health.

But his association with Wigan Pier goes back
much further. Roy's speciality was canal art,
which he demonstrated in the Heritage Centre
at the Pier from its opening in the mid 80's. Roy
loved the Pier, and his appointment to the staff
there was a natural progression - his dedication
and enthusiasm were infectious.

Roy will be sorely missed at Wigan Pier. We
wish him well in his new life at home, in which
he will no doubt be fully occupied, with bows
and arrows (making and shooting), painting and
being a grand-dad. We wish him a long and
happy retirement.

HERITAGE SERVICE CONTACTS IN
WIGAN AND LEIGH

Wigan
Market Suite, The Galleries-
Heritage Services Manager (and Editor of Past Forward)
Alastair Gillies (01942) 827375

Fax: (01942) 827371
History Shop-
Visitor Services Manager Philip Butler (01942) 827594
Education and Outreach Manager
(and Local History, West) Bob Blakeman (01942) 827580
Collections Development Manager Yvonne Webb (01942) 828123
Heritage Officer (Industrial History) Mike Haddon (01942) 828121
Heritage Officer (Social History) Dawn Wadsworth (01942) 828124
Heritage Assistant Hilary Fairclough (01942) 828122
Heritage Assistant Barbara Miller (01942) 828122
Heritage Assistant Stephanie �sang (01942) 828122

Fax: (01942) 827645
Local History enquiry desk (01942) 828020
Wigan Pier-
Technician Alex Walsh (01942) 828564

Leigh
Archives, Town Hall-
Heritage Officer (Archives) Nicholas Webb (01942) 404430
Senior Technician Len Hudson (01942) 404432
Turnpike Centre, Leigh Library-
Heritage Officer (Local History) �ony  Ashcroft (01942) 404559
If you have an enquiry, and are not sure who the most appropriate person is
to contact, please ring the History Shop, Library Street, Wigan. WN1 1NU
(01942 828128).

NOTE - Two members of the Heritage Staff are or soon will be on maternity leave.
Technician Denise Byrne is currently looking after her new son Harry. We
welcome Alex Walsh as a temporary replacement for Denise.
Heritage Officer Dawn Wadsworth will be on maternity leave from April, for the
birth of her second child.

Cover: We don't know any details about this photograph - except that it was taken somewhere in Wigan, probably in the 50's.
I wonder if any readers can provide some background details to this delightful and evocative picture?
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AMONGST rece�t acces-
sio�s arc several items of
great i�terest ra�gi�g  from
medieval times to the prese�t
ce�tury. A �otable do�atio�
has bee� that of a 13th
ce�tury deed, measuri�g just
5*/2" x 2", beautifully
writte� i�  a ti�y  medieval
Lati�  script, the parchme�t
as clea� a�d bright as the day
it was made. The deed is a
quitclaim from William de
Sa�key to Jorda� de Ke�yo�
of his la�d i�
Hulres�apecroft (i�
Ke�yo�),  i�  excha�ge for
la�d  that Jorda� gave to him
i� the �orther� part of
Woodcroft (also i�  Ke�yo�).
This tra�sactio� does �ot
seem to have bee� referred to
i�  published histories of the
area, a�d adds to the early
examples of local place-
�ames. The Victoria Cou�ty
History records 'Wi�dycroft'
a�d 'S�apecroft' as bei�g

Amo�gst a pile of miscel-
la�ea rece�tly bei�g sorted at
the Archives Office was a
crumpled architectural
drawi�g, dirty with the soot
of ages but recog�isable as
somethi�g of importa�ce. It
is i�scribed 'chim�ey-side
sectio� of the di�i�g  room at
Sta�dish i�  La�cashire' a�d
sig�ed a�d dated J. Bo�omi,
August 1782. It co�sists of a
desig� for a� Adam-style
fireplace a�d surrou�d, with
classical alcoves, ur�s a�d
friezes, ha�d-coloured i�
part. The �ame Bo�omi  ra�g
a dista�t bell, a�d it was
quickly fou�d that Joseph
(1739-1808) was a� impor-
ta�t  architect who carried out
desig�s o� a �umber of
E�glish cou�try houses.
Bor�  i�  Rome, he came to
E�gla�d  i�  1767 to work for
the Adam brothers, a�d
exhibited at the Royal
Academy from 1783. Design for the dining room at Standish Hall, by Joseph Bonomi. 1782 (D/D St).

gra�ted to William de
Sa�key, a�d that i�  c. 1270
Jorda� de Ke�yo�  had bee�
gra�ted 'the whole vill of
Ke�yo�'  at the re�t  of Id. or
a pair of white gloves. Like
ma�y early deeds this o�e
does �ot  bear a reg�al date
but has to be dated from the
�ames of parties a�d
wit�esses. I�  this case we
k�ow  that Jorda� was active
c. 1256-1300 a�d William c.
1272-1298. Wit�esses
i�clude He�ry  de Tyldesley
(1242-1265), Richard de
Middleto� (1212»), a�d
Gilbert de Southworth (c.
1260). A likely date for this
deed would seem therefore
to be c. 1270, which makes it
o�e of the earliest i�  the
Archives, certai�ly for that
part of the Metro area. The
earliest local deed we have is
a gra�t of la�d  i�  the woods
of I�ce dated c. 1230
(A�derto�  Papers).

* * *

Examples of his work ca� be
see� at Packi�gto� Hall,
Warwicks., Blickli�g  Park,
Norfolk a�d Hatchla�ds.
Surrey (all Natio�al Trust),
but the Sta�dish a�d
Tow�eley desig�s seem to be
the o�ly  o�es prepared by
Bo�omi for La�cashire
clie�ts.

A�  e�quiry to the R.LB.A.
library co�firmed that the
drawi�gs collectio� there
co�tai�s  what appears to be
Bo�omi's ow�  (u�coloured)
worki�g  set of desig�s for the
di�i�g  room at Sta�dish. Our
coloured versio� would have
bee� the prese�tatio� desig�
for the clie�t.

Although we ca�'t be sure
(because Sta�dish Hall was
demolished i�  the 1920's), it
seems u�likely  from the few
survivi�g i�terior
photographs that Bo�omi ’s
desig� was executed. It is
sig�ifica�t  that he also
prepared a� u�executed 

desig� for a sculpture gallery
for the celebrated Charles
Tow�eley at Tow�eley Hall,
who had i�herited the
Sta�dish estate i�  1778 a�d
for whom Bo�omi  must have
prepared his Sta�dish draw-
i�gs. U�fortu�ately there
appears to be a gap i�
Edward's survivi�g letters
preserved amo�gst the
Sta�dish papers for the
period arou�d 1782.

Our drawi�g has �ow
bee� carefully clea�ed,
repaired. mou�ted a�d
photographed, a�d it is hoped
to exhibit it at the History
Shop i�  the �ear future.

» * ♦
Amo�gst more moder�

items added to the Archives
is a�  u�usual pair of registers
of childre� employed u�der
the Factory & Workshops
Act of 1878. These were
ki�dly  do�ated by Mr. G.
Smith of Carlisle. They
relate to the Welch Hill  

Kenyon deed. c. 12701Arc. 3045)

cotto� weavi�g mill at
Westleigh a�d cover the
period 1893-1902.
Origi�ally  a silk mill. Welch
Hill  by this time was bei�g
operated by Gamble &  Smith
Ltd., who by the 1890's were
also produci�g cloth at the
Brookside a�d Charles Street
mills. The registers record
the �ames, addresses.
pare�ts, dates of birth a�d of
starti�g work, of several
hu�dred mi�ors (u�der 18)
duri�g  the �i�e  year period.
The e�tries are divided
betwee� 'childre�' (mostly
aged 11-13) a�d 'you�g
perso�s'. Ma�y  of the chil-
dre� ca� be traced through to
the 'you�g perso�s' sectio� of
the registers whe� they
reached 13 a�d passed a
mi�imum  sta�dard at school.
although a good ma�y also
ceased to work i�  the mill at
this stage. About 90% of the
employees were female.

* * *

Comi�g almost up to date
is a further deposit of records
by Wiga� & District Field
Club, which was established
i�  1945 'to study the �atural
history a�d geography of the
district a�d to promote a�
i�terest i�  the cou�tryside'.
Si�ce the� the activities of the
Club have bee� carefully
chro�icled i� two MS.
volumes co�tai�i�g  mi�utes.

a�d lists of species recorded
o�  the ma�y field trips u�der-
take� over the years. The first
volume covers the years up to
1968, the prese�t deposit
bei�g the volume for 1969-
1981. Both are illustrated
with some excelle�t
photographs of habitats, spec-
ime�s a�d club members. I�
1995 the Club celebrated its
jubilee a�d issued a souve�ir
booklet compiled by former
secretary a�d treasurer Ed�a
Stephe�so�, which was
appropriately subtitled
'Mallowi�g  with Thyme'. The
prese�t Club had its precursor
i�  the shape of a short-lived
Wiga� Field Naturalists'
Society. This was fou�ded i�
1862. its object bei�g 'the
cultivatio� of a study of
�atural history i�  the field...
to exami�e a�d co�template
the beauties of �ature i�  the
places where they are most
striki�gly  exhibited, a�d i�
such a ma��er  as to u�ite  the
pleasures of social i�tercourse
with the u�alloyed gratifica-
tio�  of the i�tellect  i�  a pure,
healthful a�d e��obli�g
pursuit.' The mi�utes of this
society survive up to 1867
a�d reports to 1873. whe� it
is assumed that its activities
ceased. All of the records
described here are available
for study at the Archives
Office.

reports, letters, programmes N. W.
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Ernie Taberner stays with his motoring theme, this time remembering the industrial sounds
(and the smells) around Wigan Pier.

�  Remember When . . .
IF just after World War I you
stood at the ju�ctio�  of Pottery
Road a�d Swa� Meadow Road,
with your back to Eckersley's
mill across the way. you
would�'t see the Heritage
Ce�tre as you would these
days. Rather you would see a
sombre grey sto�e warehouse,
the� ow�ed by H & CB
Pilki�gto�,  whose stores of
Hay, Bra�, a�d Chop were
fodder for the mules a�d horses
which hauled the barges alo�g
the ca�al below, plyi�g  their
ow�er ’s trade of ca�al carriers
from Liverpool i�  o�e direc-
tio�.  to the various tow�s of
�orth  east La�cashire a�d the
woolle� tow�s of Yorkshire i�
the other.

Next to Pilki�gto�s  towards
Seve� Stars Bridge was Wiga�
Pier service statio� (which was
opposite the old Pier across the
ca�al). The ow�er, Mr. Harry
Williams, would sell the early
motorist o�e of several bra�ds
of petrol, ra�gi�g  at that time
from u�der a shilli�g  (5p) to Is.
3'/2d (about 8p per gallo�).
Later Mr. Williams ope�ed a car
showroom across Wallgate o�
the comer of Miry La�e as the
Mai�  Ford Dealer for the area.

Repetitive clatter
But from your va�tage poi�t

it would �ot  be the sights that
would attract you so much as
the sou�ds a�d smells. At that
time almost everyo�e, from
toddlers to se�ior citize�s, wore
iro�  clad clogs, causi�g a repet-
itive clatter o�  the paveme�ts
a�d cobbled roadways from
very early mor�i�g  u�til  well
after teatime at �ight. The�
there was the co�sta�t  rumbli�g
of the tramcars behi�d you as
they rumbled alo�g Swa�
Meadow Road to Poolstock
La�e past St. James's Church,
almost as if they were i�
competitio� with those across
the ca�al rumbli�g  up a�d  dow�
Wallgate to a�d from Abbey
Lakes a�d the Market Place.

Wigan Pier Sen ice Station set amidst a drab industrial landscape between the W4wx

Had you chose� to take up
your positio� early mor�i�g  the
shrill blasts from the factory
steam whistles remi�di�g
workers of the time of day
would cause you to almost
jump out of your ski�,  as we
used to say. But there was �o
mistaki�g this with the shrill
blast of the steam locomotive
war�i�g  you to clear off the
track. Yes, there was a railroad
track, alo�g the road way, to
e�able the Wiga�  Coal a�d Iro�
locomotive to shu�t the loaded
coal wago�s to the Pier, to be
u�loaded i�to the waiti�g
barges o�  the ca�al below.

Other �oises were caused by
the hissi�g of the exhaust
valves from the gia�t steam
turbi�es that provided the
power to drive the looms i�  the
mill behi�d you, �ot to be
co�fused with the hissi�g of the
Fode� Se�ti�el  steam road
wago�s operated by the firm of
Alfred Gouldi�g a�d So�s Ltd.
of the Potteries, the mai�
haulage co�tractors to
Eckersleys Ltd. al that time.

Smell
If  the co�sta�t  a�d repetitive

hissi�g a�d cla�gi�g  had a�
impact o�  the se�se of heari�g, 

it was as �othi�g  by compar-
iso�  to the impact o�  the se�se
of smell o� days whe� the wi�d
was blowi�g  dow�  the ca�al i�
the wro�g  directio� - from the
directio� of the Cou�cil's
clea�si�g departme�t at the
bottom of Miry La�e.

Here it was where the
specially co�structed horse-
draw� drays of the Night Soil
Departme�t would retur� with
the full tubs collected from the
outside toilets i�  the area, to be
emptied, washed a�d disi� -
fected before bei�g take� out to
replace the �ext load of used
tubs to be collected.

To exacerbate the ste�ch the
Departme�t was �ext  to the firm
of Gallagher Bros, who adver-
tised themselves as Hide Ski�
a�d Fat Mercha�ts, but were
k�ow�  locally as the ‘Bo�e
Works’ . O�  those days whe� the
smells were particularly
pu�ge�t, locals would joke
amo�g themselves, "They're
boili�g  up at t' bo�e works
agai�". O�e wo�ders how the
reside�ts of the �eighbouri�g
streets co�te�ded with such
u�pleasa�t�ess! A�d  yet, o�
reflectio�, it was true that, i�  the
co�ditio�s  the� prevaili�g, most 

of them had �o  optio�, ma�y of
them were i�  fact better off tha�
they had bee� for years.

Tribulatio�s
Families were reu�ited (sadly

�ot  all) after more tha� four lo�g
years of bitter war, but ma�y of
the me� were �ot  demobilised
u�til  1921, whe� ma�y of them,
as ex-mi�ers, were u�able to
fi�d  employme�t duri�g the
mi�ers strike. After the tribula-
tio�s  of tre�ch warfare i�  which
ma�y were gassed a�d
wou�ded, however, the
rebuildi�g of family ties i�  a�y
circumsta�ces was i�fi�itely
preferable to what had already
bee� e�dured i�  most cases.

It bri�gs to my mi�d a
sayi�g of the time that 'Half a
loaf is better tha� �o  bread'. I�
my ow�  case I have ofte�  had
occasio� to be tha�kful  that the
educatio� facility ope� to me,
as well as the three "Rs" also
i�cluded Good Citize�ship,
Respect for others. Loyalty a�d
Comradeship.

As this was i�itially  withi�  a
sto�e's throw of Wiga�  Pier, I
ca� say with deep co�victio�.
"Ahm glad I were browt up i*
Wiggi�".

© E. Tabemer
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Wigan Pier ready for new season
THE Educatio� sectio� at
Wiga�  Pier are putti�g  together
a series of activities a�d eve�ts
that exte�d 'way beyo�d'
schools to cover our ma�y adult
visitors a�d family groups. We
will be looki�g  at the social
history a�d culture of the
people of Victoria� E�gla�d,
especially customs a�d
seaso�al eve�ts. Moreover,
ma�y activities will  be free to
day pass holders. These start
with a�  i�vitatio�  to...
"Pace yourself at the

Pier"
Like last year we are holdi�g

eve�ts with the theme of the
traditio�al La�cashire Easter.
These will  i�clude egg pai�ti�g,
egg rolli�g  (o�  the Cha�geli�e
Bridge over the Leeds a�d
Liverpool Ca�al) a�d a�  Easter
Egg Trail arou�d the museum
with some very special prizes
for those who discover most
about Wiga�  Pier!

We also hope to offer more

Victoria�  activity workshops -
bo��et  maki�g bei�g the first
- o�  Su�day 31 March - with a
parade at 4.00 p.m. to show off
your ha�dywork arou�d the
site. We will  provide the mate-
rials, all you �eed is your
imagi�atio�  ...

Learning early
Did you k�ow  that 17-25

May is Museums' Week?
Spearheaded by T.V.'s
Lloyd Grossma� a�d
ru�  i�  co�ju�ctio�
with the Radio
Times (who will
be publishi�g all
ki�ds  of mo�ey-off 
vouchers prior to the
date!), this a��ual  eve�t
was lau�ched last year with the
i�te�tio�  of bri�gi�g  Britai�'s
heritage to the fore. The
themes this year are
'Education for all Ages' a�d
'Hidden Treasures' a�d i�
keepi�g with this, Wiga�  Pier
is orga�isi�g  free tours for day 

pass holders betwee� these
dates. The Pier is such a
wo�derfully  huge a�d complex
site with so ma�y thi�gs to see
a�d do that ma�y of our visi-
tors �ever eve� get to see half
of what is available. Follow
o�e of our Volu�teer
I�terpreter/Helpers - you may
be i�  for a surprise!

For the ti�y  Wiga�er there
will  also be a� 'Early
Years Day' on

Saturday 24 May.
Not ma�y people
are aware of the
fact that 4 year

olds a�d u�der get
i�  free whe� accom-

pa�ied by a payi�g adult
a�d there will  be all ki�ds  of
special activities for our
smaller visitor taki�g  place o�
that day.

For our older visitor we will
be holdi�g a 'Remember
Whe�' Day o� Su�day 25
May, free to day pass holders.

There will  be the opportu�ity
to tour the site (special tours
for the fit a�d �ot  so fit!)  with
a helper, exami�e objects a�d
joi�  i�  with discussio�s about
the past, led by o�e of our
Educatio� Officers.

Coi�cide�tally Adult
Learners' Week is to take
place from 19-25 May a�d we
welcome a�yo�e who is
i�volved i� ru��i�g  adult
educatio� courses who ca� tell
us what we at the Pier ca� do
for adult lear�ers. To help with
this process we will  be orga�-
isi�g a� Adult Learners'
�orum  o�  Wed�esday 21 May
begi��i�g  at 4p.m. Please
pho�e to book a place.

�or  more information  on
educational events and
workshops at Wigan Pier
contact: Educatio�
Departme�t, Orwells Folly,
Wiga� Pier (01942 323666
ext: 212/213).

Jacobites  in Lancashire
by Fred Holcroft. Published
by the author 1995. (83
pages) ISBN 0 9524311 014.
£4.99.

The overthrow of James II
a�d his replaceme�t by
William a�d Mary i�  1688,
was o�e of the major steps
i�  the developme�t of our
co�stitutio�al mo�archy.
There ca� be �o  doubt that
James II. his so� James (the
Old Prete�der), a�d his
gra�dso� Charles ("Bo��ie
Pri�ce Charlie" or the You�g
Prete�der) should have
bee�, by right of li�eage, the
ki�gs of E�gla�d,  Scotla�d
a�d Irela�d. It was equally
certai� that the majority of
the people, i�  E�gla�d  a�d
Scotla�d at least, did �ot
wa�t  them to reig�, because
of their adhere�ce to Roma�
Catholicism, their relucta�ce
to accept a�y  co�stitutio�al
limitatio�s  to their power, a�d
the fact that they were

supported by E�gla�d's  chief
e�emy, Fra�ce.

Betwee� 1688 a�d 1745,
the Stuarts, with the aid of
their supporters (who were
k�ow�  as Jacobites) strug-
gled u�successfully to rega>�
the thro�e, a�d this book
deals with that strugg'e as far
as it affected La�cashire.

La�cashire was the
E�glish cou�ty i�  which the

Stuarts thought that they
had most support, although
i�  the eve�t this tur�ed out
to be less tha� they had
hoped for.

The years followi�g  the
"Glorious Revolutio�" of
1688 were full of imagi�ed
a�d actual plots to restore
the Stuarts. O�e of these
was ce�tred o� Sta�dish
Hall, a�d i�volved the local
Jacobite ge�try. I�  this book
Fred Holcroft devotes a
chapter to outli�i�g  this
complex affair. There is a
chapter o�  the attempt by a
Jacobite army to seize the
thro�e i�  1715, which culmi-
�ated i� the battle of
Presto�. A further chapter is
devoted to the more well-
k�ow�  attempt by "Bo��ie
Pri�ce Charlie" i� 1745.
There are lucid descriptio�s
of the battle of Presto�, a�d
other, more mi�or, military
e�gageme�ts, backed up by
some excelle�t maps a�d
pla�s to show the military
situatio� at various times.

Readers who are aware of
Fred Holcroft's other military
histories will k�ow  that his
speciality is collecti�g i�for-
mat.o� o�  i�dividual  combat-
a�ts. especially the ra�k  a�d
file soldiers. I� this he
performs a service to the
local historia� a�d family 

historia� alike. So. as o�e
would expect, there is a list
of the La�cashire Jacobites
who took part i�  the rebel-
lio�s; their �ames, ages,
places of birth, a�d ultimate
fates. Some were hu�g,
draw� a�d quartered; some
shot by firi�g  squad; some
tra�sported to labour o�  a
West I�dia�  pla�tatio�;  some
pardo�ed o�  co�ditio�  that
they joi�ed  the British Army
(I); some discharged; a�d at
least o�e acquitted o�  the
grou�ds of lu�acy. Some of
them escaped by tricks or
tur�s of fate so u�likely  as to
be a'most u�believable.

A poi�t  of special i�terest
for us is the rebels' stay i�
Wiga� duri�g  the '45. Fred
Holcroft has the Jacobite
army occupyi�g the tow�
both duri�g  the adva�ce (o�
28 November) a�d the
retreat (10 December). Some
other writers (J. J. Bagley
a�d Ja�e Sterli�g) have the
rebels by-passi�g the tow�
duri�g their adva�ce.
Support for the former case
comes from a report i�  the
Lo�do�  Gazette of 30
November - 3 December
1745 (quoted i�  a�  essay by
R. C. Jarvis). Although
co�temporary reports of the
moveme�t of Jacobite
armies are �otoriously i�ac -

curate, we have further
evide�ce i�  the mayor of
Wiga�'s accou�ts for 1746,
which state that the grammar
school (which, i�cide�tally,
stood o� the site of the
History Shop) had to be
clea�ed up twice after it was
occupied by the rebels. So it
appears that Fred Holcroft
may be right o�  this poi�t.

Associated with this ques-
tio�  is the belief that Bo��ie
Pri�ce Charlie stayed at
Walmesley House i�
Bishopgate. Most accou�ts
have him lodgi�g there
duri�g the retreat; Fred
Holcroft has him lodgi�g
there duri�g the adva�ce.
We have �ever see� a�y
co�temporary evide�ce that
the Pri�ce stayed at the
house. The belief may be
based o� oral traditio�.
though �ot  �ecessarily false
for that.

Whe� eve�ts of �atio�al
importa�ce take place i�  a
particularly locality, we have
local history at its most
exciti�g. This book makes
fasci�at.�g  readi�g, a�d is a
useful i�troductio� to a
period of crisis i�  British
history.

B. B.
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HISTORICAL tours have
become a feature of the a��ual
Sta�dish Arts Festival i�  rece�t
years. Previous eve�ts have
i�cluded coach tours arou�d the
district a�d ca�al trips betwee�
Red Rock a�d Haigh. For 1996
a more ambitious ca�al route
was chose�, betwee� Wiga�
Pier a�d Gathurst. Two separate
trips were ru�  o�  the Tuesday
of Festival week i�  October,
dividi�g  at Crooke, each bei�g
duplicated maki�g four all told.
Arou�d 125 people e�joyed the
day o� Kittywake which is
based at The Pier.

The leisurely cruise through
peaceful tow�  a�d cou�tryside,
suppleme�ted by either dri�ks
o�  board or a light meal at St.
Wilfrid's vestry i�  Sta�dish, has
proved a great attractio�.
Wiga� Heritage Service's
co�tributio�  is to provide a�
historical comme�tary about
features alo�g the route a�d the
history of the ca�al, alter�ati�g
with tasteful music (Chopi�,
Beethove�, Ha�del etc.).

The Leeds Liverpool Ca�al
was ope�ed as far as Wiga�  by
1781, succeedi�g the Douglas
Navigatio� which had
co��ected Wiga� with the
Ribble estuary a�d the coastal

STANDISH
FESTIVAL

CANAL  TRIP
(1996)

Moored at Crooke

BOB DOBSON
Publisher a�d Book Dealer

LANCASHIRE
YORKSHIRE & CHESHIRE

I deal i�  seco�dha�d books relati�g to these
cou�ties: I appreciate quotatio�s: I search for
books: I issue lists. I buy qua�tities of other
books: I orga�ise Seco�dha�d Book Fairs
throughout the North West — Se�d for details. I
wa�t  to publish La�cashire-i�terest books.

BOB DOBSON
“Acorns”
3 STAINING  RISE,
STAINING,
BLACKPOOL  �Y3  OBU.
Tel. (01253) 895678

trade si�ce 1742. By 1816 the
through route to Leeds was
completed, a�d the co��ectio�
to Leigh a�d the Midla�ds
ca�als by 1820. The ca�al basi�
arou�d the Pier was the origi�al
ca�al termi�us a�d still has
origi�al sto�e warehouses,
together with later Victoria�
warehouses (�ow co�tai�i�g
'The Way We Were' exhibitio�,
shop a�d Schools Ce�tre), a�d
other features.

Travelli�g towards Crooke
the ca�al is crossed by two
railway li�es (formerly
La�cashire & Yorkshire); the
railways took much trade away
from the ca�als from the 1850's
o�wards but despite this the
ca�al remai�ed very importa�t
for the Wiga�  coal field i�to  the
prese�t ce�tury. Two former
i�dustrial sites of great impor-
ta�ce are also passed i�  the St.
A�drew's district - Walker
Brothers' Pagefield Works a�d
Douglas Ba�k Colliery. The
latter was made famous by St.
A�drew's first vicar, Rev.
William Wickham, a pio�eer of
u�dergrou�d photography i�
the mi�es.

Two locks are operated alo�g
this sectio�, at Pagefield a�d Ell
Meadow, a cha�ce to see at first
ha�d the simple but effective
tech�ology of two ce�turies ago.
The origi�al  Crooke lock (�ow
disused) is also passed. At
Martla�d Mill Bridge the
a�cie�t bou�daries betwee�
Wiga�, Sta�dish a�d Pemberto�
meet, the ca�al thereafter
passi�g i�to  Sta�dish parish. As
the boat approaches Crooke the
e�tra�ce to the old bra�ch ca�al
leadi�g to Taylor Pit is passed.
Used betwee� c. 1800 a�d c.
1840, about 600 of its 1,000
yards le�gth ra�  u�dergrou�d to
the coal seam (I�ce  7'), the coal
bei�g 'legged' out i�  barges
dow� to the Leeds Liverpool.
The site of Crooke Hall, a fi�e
Jacobea� house (demolished
1937), is also passed.

At Crookc the co�trast could
hardly be greater betwee�
today's peaceful, clea� a�d
rural sce�e a�d the place's
appeara�ce arou�d 1900 -
'desolate a�d sordid, owi�g  to
the worki�g  of collieries i�  the
immediate �eighbourhood', as
o�e observer wrote. O�  each
ba�k ca� be see� the sites of
piers at which coal was
u�loaded from railway trucks
i�to  the barges. Crooke was o�e
of the mai� loadi�g poi�ts for
the Wiga� coal field, most of
the coal bei�g take� to
Liverpool. As late as 1900
some 50 boatloads were daily
leavi�g Crooke. At the time of
the 1891 ce�sus there were
some 30 boats moored there
with people livi�g  i�  the ti�y
cabi�s, most of the boat people
comi�g from the Wiga� or
Liverpool areas, but some
havi�g bee� bor�  i�  other parts
of the cou�try.

Betwee� Crooke a�d
Gathurst ma�y features of
i�terest ca� be see�, i�cludi�g
the Roburite explosives factory
(�ow  I.C.I.) dati�g from 1888,
the Hei�z baked bea� pla�t,
Ackhurst Hall, Gathurst Bridge
a�d Farm. The furthest poi�t  is
reached at Dea� Locks where
the Kittywake tur�s rou�d. Here
ca� be see� the double locks.
Lock House a�d the remai�s of
the regulati�g lock betwee� the
ca�al a�d the River Douglas.
For those i�terested i�  walki�g
further alo�g the ca�al towards
Parbold, the site of the origi�al
co��ecti�g  locks to the Douglas
Navigatio� ca� be ide�tified.

N.W.
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A Visit  to Wigan —
M Years

EARLIER  this year, in May, my husband Charles and
I travelled in England, and I had the opportunity  of
visiting Wigan where my ancestors lived. (My father
James Molyneux emigrated to the States in 1912.) We
live in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin near the state capital of
Madison, about 150 miles north of Chicago. We toured
England for a week with a group from Madison and
saw many historic places from York  to Stonehenge. It
was easy for me to feel "at  home" because the coun-
tryside looked so much like the New England states
where I grew up. When the tour  ended in London, and
the other people took their flight  home, we rented a
car to continue our travel in England. This second
week was spent in pursuing family  history in the places
where it happened.

We drove first to the South
Coast to see Battle Abbey, site
of the Battle of Hasti�gs i�
1066. My most dista�t
a�cestor i� E�gla�d was
William de Moli�s.
Accordi�g to Moly�eux
family history, he was o�e of
the �oble atte�da�ts of
William the Co�queror, a�d
he fought i�  that historic
battle. Afterwards we we�t
�orth to meet Beryl Goodall
a�d her husba�d Edward, who
live at Romiley, Stockport.
Beryl a�d I became pe� pals
i�  our early school years, but
had �ever met each other i�
perso�. O�  her ow�  i�itiative,
she has bee� doi�g research
for me i�  the Wiga�  area for
fiftee� years to gather
ge�ealogical i�formatio�

about my father's family.
My father, James Fra�cis

Moly�eux was bom i�  Wiga� i�
1890. As a you�g ma� he worked
i�  the Garswood Coal a�d Iro�
Compa�y mi�e at Wiga�. He
married Mary A��,  daughter of
William Cu�liffe  i�  1909. Mary
A��  died a few days after their baby
was bom. My father emigrated to
the U�ited  States i�  1912 with his
widowed mother, Ruth Pilli�g
Feamley Moly�eux, his half sister

Margaret Feamley Speakma� a�d

Margaret's daughter Norma. They
joi�ed Margaret's husba�d Albert
Speakma� i� New Britai�,
Co��ecticut where he had immi-
grated earlier. Margaret's �ephew
Joh� Fer�ley had also preceded the
family to America. A few years
later my father served i�  the
America� army i�  Fra�ce i�  World
War I, the� he worked i�  steel mills
i�  Co��ecticut  u�til  he retired.

103 years old
He married Vero�ica Hesli�  i�

1925 i�  New Britai�;  I am the
you�gest of their five childre�. He
died i� 1971 i� Milford,
Co��ecticut.  May mother still lives
there; she is 103 years old a�d has
bee� a great help to me with her
recollectio�s of her family history.
She told me that as a you�g girl she
ofte�  saw a�  old lady who smoked
a pipe a�d sat behi�d the stove i�
her gra�dfather’s farm house. This
lady, actually her great gra�d-
mother, was bom i�  Irela�d i�  1815.

With Beryl Goodall as my
guide, I toured Wiga�  a�d �eigh-
bouri�g tow�s. We visited the
History Shop to view its ma�y
i�teresti�g  exhibits, a�d I made a
co�tributio�  to co�ti�ue  receivi�g
Past Forward. (I e�joy readi�g
every article i�  this �ewsletter).
Afterwards we fou�d street
addresses where my father a�d
earlier relatives lived.
U�fortu�ately  the origi�al  build-
i�gs  are �o  lo�ger there, so I had to
be co�te�t  with taki�g  photographs
of similar homes that still exist 

Madeline Camme (right) with her friend Beryl Goodall at St. Thomas's Church.
Ashton-in-Makerfield, looking through old church records

�earby. However, it was a u�ique
a�d satisfyi�g experie�ce to walk
o� the same streets where my
a�cestors walked. If their homes
were still there, perhaps the prese�t
ow�ers would have let me walk
i�to  them too.

Colliery  explosion
My father lived at 214 Wiga�

Road a�d Mary A��  Cu�liffe  lived
�earby at 19 Soughers La�e. Both
addresses are vaca�t lots �ow.  I�
1891 my gra�dfather James Fra�cis
Moly�eux  lived with his family at
2 Bolto�  Road. The Cross Keys I��
is �ow  at that site; accordi�g to the
sto�e marker o�  the wall, it was
built i�  1904.

I�  1861, my great gra�dfather.
Fra�cis Moly�eux  lived i�  Miffield
La�e. Haydock with his wife
Elizabeth Kitts Moly�eux  a�d their
six childre�. O� 7 Ju�e 1878,
Fra�cis a�d his so�. Joh� died i�
the Wood Pit colliery' explosio� at
Haydock whe� 200 lives were lost.
Ia� G. Wi�sta�ley  tells of this
disaster i�  his book ‘Weep Mothers.
Weep’ . The Wood Pit colliery is
�ow  a fe�ced-i�  salvage yard, so
we were o�ly  able to see the
colliery slag heap from the road. It
had bee� a worki�g mi�e from
1950 to 1971.

We also visited two church
cemeteries at Ashto�-l�-
Makerfield. Ma�y  of my Moly�eux
a�cestors are buried i�  the ceme-
tery of St. Oswald's Church, while
other a�cestors from the Littler a�d
Kitts families are buried i�  the 

cemetery of St. Thomas’s Church.
My prese�t research is co�ce� -
trated o� fi�di�g  records of my
great great gra�dfather James
Moly�eux  who died arou�d 1830 i�
Ashto�-I�-Makerfield; he might
have bee� buried i�  St. Thomas’s
Cemetery. He was the first husba�d
of A��  Littler; her seco�d husba�d
was Peter Murrow.

‘Discovered’ each other
Later. I met my cousi�. Miss

Margaret Pimblett of Sta�dish, a�d
her exte�ded family. We have bee�
writi�g  a�d excha�gi�g family
i�formatio�  si�ce we ''discovered''
each other five years ago through
Norma Speakma� Spige�er. �ow
86 years old. who emigrated with
my father i�  1912. Margaret has
helped me with i�formatio�  about
my father's mother. Ruth Pilli�g,
a�d her family. (Ruth Pilli�g  a�d
Margaret's gra�dfather were
brother a�d sister.)

Before retur�i�g  to Lo�do�  a�d
home to Wisco�si�,  we also had the
pleasure of meeti�g Betty a�d
Gordo� Brow�  i�  Prescot. Betty is
editor of MX World, New sletter of
the I�ter�atio�al  Moly�eux  Family-
Associatio�. She pri�ts detailed
i�formatio�  of Moly�eux family
history from ge�ealogists i�  E�gla�d
a�d i�  ma�y other parts of the w orld.
Betty welcomes Moly�eux data
from a�yo�e  w ho wishes to se�d it.
(Her address: Mrs. Betty Mx Brow�,
18 Si�clair Ave�ue. Prescot.
Merseyside L35 7LN).

Madeline (Molyneux) Canmte.
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Readers of 'Past Forward' may remember Mr. Heaviside's article on Bottling Wood in issue
no. 7. Here is the continuation. Ed.

More About Bottling Wood
I�  we look at an Ordnance Survey map of Wigan we see,
alongside the River Douglas, just to the south of Haigh
Plantations, an area shown as Bottling Wood. In 1841 there
was a hamlet of 23 dwellings here, which hy 1861 had
increased to 68 dwellings. The census returns show many of
the inhabitants working in the nailmaking, spinning,
weaving and coalmining industries. Other less common
occupations included a bricklayer,  a farmer, a dogger, an
organist and a provisions merchant.

Livi�g  co�ditio�s, com-
pared with those of today, were
appalli�g. Ma�y  of the houses
were built back to back a�d
had �o  rear wi�dows. Water
was supplied by pumps a�d
wells; sewage was deposited i�
the River Douglas. The weir
across the river at Sutto� Mill
created a barrier behi�d which
rubbish accumulated.
Sometimes the houses o�  the
riverba�k were flooded to a
depth of about two feet. The
houses were built of commo�
brick with slate roofs, a�d
were, i�  themselves, reaso�-
able protectio� from the
eleme�ts. The heati�g
co�sisted of o�e Yorkshire
ra�ge o�  which all the cooki�g
was carried out. O�e ca�
u�dersta�d why bathi�g was
�ot  a priority as the hot water
had to be provided from this
o�e fire. The floors were
flagged a�d ofte�  the wi�dows
a�d doors did �ot  fit properly.
The houses were of the "two
up, two dow�"  type.

I am told by people who
lived there, that eve� i�  the

20th ce�tury (the houses were
demolished shortly after 1926)
pare�ts a�d childre� slept
together i�  the same room.
Where there were �ot  e�ough
beds, the childre� slept o�  o�e
or more chairs. Gra�dpare�ts
ofte� lived with their chil-
dre�'s families. Such over-
crowdi�g resulted i� a�
u�healthy atmosphere whe�
doors a�d wi�dows were shut.
A�  extreme example is that of
the Seddo� household, which
at o�e time co�sisted of two
adults a�d their six childre�,
three adult lodgers a�d a�other
child; altogether twelve people
livi�g  i�  a two-bedroomed
house.

The 1841 ce�sus records a
Cox family co�sisti�g  of J.
Cox, a 55-year old labourer;
Mary, his 50-year old wife,
a�d Jeptha their 20-year-old
so� who worked as a brass
moulder. All of these were
bor�  outside La�cashire. There
was also a 15-year-old
daughter, Caroli�e, worki�g  as
a spi�ster, a�d Hashba��a, a
so� of the same age described 

as a cotto� spi��er.  Both of
these were bor�  i�  Wiga�.

The ce�sus retur�s of 1861
show that Mr. Cox had died i�
the i�terim, his wife bei�g
listed as a widow. Jeptha had
�ot married, a�d was still
worki�g  as a brass moulder.
Caroli�e was married, a�d is
�ow k�ow as Mrs. Fisher,
although her husba�d is
deceased. Her occupatio� is
listed as a �ursemaid. Also
livi�g  at this address is Ag�es
Cox, gra�ddaughter to Mary
(it could be that Ag�es is really
Mary's daughter bor� out of
wedlock - such a situatio� was
commo� i� closely-k�it
commu�ities). Ag�es was 17
years of age a�d a cotto�
reeler. Fi�ally  we have Fra�cis
Stokes, gra�ddaughter, 7 years
old a�d a scholar.

A�other family who were
livi�g  at Bottli�g  Wood duri�g
this period were the Seddo�s.
Mr. Seddo� was a 45 year old
bricklayer, his wife Elizabeth
was the same age, their two 15
year old so�s James a�d Joh�,
a daughter Sarah aged 11,
Peter, a so� aged 15 (?),
Edward aged 5 a�d Elizabeth
1 year. I�  the same household
there were several lodgers i.e.
Joh� Brow�, a 20 year old
mi�er, Alice, his wife, Mary
their 2 year old daughter, a�d
a� 80-year-old weaver called
Joh� Holla�d. Twelve people
i�  o�e two-up a�d two-dow� 

Bottling Wood earlier this century

house! No wo�der a�other
daughter Alice, a 15 year old
cotto� spi��er,  fou�d accom-
modatio� with a�other family.

I�  1861 we fi�d  that this
family was reduced to Mr.
Seddo�, aged 64, his wife, a�d
a daughter A��,  described as a
loom mi�der. 22-year-old
cotto� spi��er  Elizabeth Roby
was also livi�g  there as a
boarder.

The last family I should like
to co�sider is the Tarbucks.
The 1841 ce�sus showed J.
Tarbuck, a 20-year-old e�gi -
�eer, Mary, his 18-year-old
wife, a�d De��is  their 3 mo�th
old so�. By 1861 Mary was the
head of the household a�d was
worki�g as a lau�dress.
De��is,  a�d a 15-year-old so�
Ellis, were worki�g  as boiler-
makers. Mary also had a 13-
year-old daughter, Margaret.

A�other bra�ch of the
Tarbuck family co�sisted, i�
1841, of George, a 50-year-old
�ailmaker, his wife Elle�,  who
was the same age, a�d their 25-
year-old daughter Alice, who
was a drop maker (the maki�g
of lead shot was a domestic
i�dustry, whereby molte� lead,
heated over the fire, was
poured through a ladle full of
holes a�d fell i�to  the washi�g
boiler which was full of cold
water, a�d thereby solidified).

By 1861 George Tarbuck
ju�ior  was head of the house-
hold a�d was described as both
a bolt a�d �ailmaker. He had a
wife, Elizabeth a�d childre�
George aged 11, Elle�  aged 10,
Fra�cis aged 6, a�d Ja�e aged
4. Because they were more
afflue�t they employed a 16-
year-old gover�ess Ha��ah
K�owles, a�d a 13-year-old
serva�t Cicely Dawso�. James
also had married a�d had a
family. He was described as a
bolt-maker. Sarah, his wife,
came from Hu�ti�gdo�.  They

continued on page 9
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PHILIP LARKIN
THE LEIGH CONNECTION

PHILIP Larki� (1922-1985) was a
Midla�der from Cove�try who eve�tually
became U�iversity Libraria� at Hull i�
1955. He was both a �ovelist a�d poet. His
�ovels 'Jill' (1946) a�d 'A Girl i�  Wi�ter'
(1947) wo� critical review as did his
poetry, his best k�ow�  poem bei�g
'Whitsu� Weddi�gs' (1964).

There is �o evide�ce that Larki�
himself every visited Leigh, but both his
mother a�d her pare�ts had lived i�  the
tow�. His mother was Eva Emily Day,
daughter of William James a�d Emily
Day. The Day family came to Leigh i�
1897 whe� Mr Day took up his �ew  posi-
tio�  as first class Excise Officer. He retired
i�  September 1921 after 24 years service
to the tow�.

William Day was bor� i�  1859 at
Harlow i�  Essex. He became a pupil
teacher u�der the Lo�do�  School Board
before e�teri�g  the Civil Service i�  May
1880. His first appoi�tme�t was i�
Lo�do�  but i�  September 1880 he was
moved to Cove�try where he assisted i�
the admi�istratio�  of the �ew Beer Act.
I� 1852 he was moved to Dubli�,
becomi�g a first class assista�t. Duri�g
his time there he had some experie�ces
i�  co��ectio�  with the Phoe�ix Park riots.

I�  1888 he left Dubli�, retur�i�g  to
Cove�try before bei�g tra�sferred to
Gle� Tarris, Dumfries, Hammersmith,
Littleborough a�d Eppi�g Forest.

I�  1909 the Old Age Pe�sio�s Act
came i�to  operatio� a�d William Day was
respo�sible as Pe�sio�s Officer for deali�g
with all matters co�cer�ed with depe�-
da�ts' allowa�ces - a job made much more
difficult by the outbreak of the War. After
his retireme�t i�  1921 his successor was
W. B. Alla�  of Atherto�. I�  October 1933
William a�d Emily Day celebrated their
Golde� Weddi�g. U�fortu�ately  Mrs Day
died o�ly  five mo�ths later. Mr Day
co�ti�ued  to live at 13 The Ave�ue, Leigh
u�til  his death i�  March 1942. Both
William a�d Emily Day are buried i�
Leigh cemetery. Their o�ly  so� Arthur of
Ashto� u�der Ly�e  died i�  August 1941.
Duri�g  his time at Leigh he had bee� a
member of the Co�servative Club, was a
kee� photographer a�d co�tributed
puzzles to the Leigh Chro�icle.

I�  October 1911 Eva (25) married
Syd�ey Larki�  (27), a� accou�ta�t i�
the City Treasurers Office at
Birmi�gham. The marriage took place
at Leigh Parish Church.

T. A.

The History Shop has
a Meeti�g Room, with

a capacity for 36.
This is available for
hire by local groups

a�d societies at a very
reaso�able cost:

£6.00
PER MORNING  OR

A�TERNOON  SESSION

£9.00
PER EVENING SESSION

Commercial  Rate  on
APPLICATION

Refreshments  are
ALSO AVAILABLE

If  you are interested,
contact Philip Butler

(01942) 827594

More About
Bottling

Wood
continued from page 8

had two daughters, Sarah aged
12 a�d Ja�e aged 4. William,
too had a family. He was
described a a "ship-builder"
(i.e. barge-builder).

There was a�other Tarbuck
family livi�g  i�  Bottli�g  Wood
i� 1861. William Tarbuck.
aged 45, was a master bolt a�d
�ail  maker, Mary was his wife.
a�d he had two so�s Thomas.
aged 16, a�  appre�tice tur�er,
a�d 13-year-old James, a�
appre�tice moulder. They also
had a daughter Elle�,  aged 14.
There was a row of houses i�
Bottli�g Wood k�ow�  as

Tarbuck Cottages. The
Tarbucks appear year after
year i�  local trade directories
with a busi�ess address i�
Wiga�  La�e.

Before we leave the ce�sus
it is i�teresti�g  to �ote the
�umber of people that came to
Bottli�g  Wood from outside
the locality. I�  1861 we fi�d:-

J. Shaw, e�gi�e te�ter.
formerly of Sowerby Bridge;
W. Bailey, breadmaker, of
Middlewich; Mary Bailey his
wife, of Bolto�-le-Moors;
Mary Cox of Newcastle-o�-
Ty�e;  the wife of Mr. Ambrose
of Cumberla�d; Joh�, so� of
R. Wallwork of Pe�isto�e;
Joh� Nola�, bor� i�  Irela�d:
his wife, bor� i�  Australia;
their daughter A��.  bor� i�
Looe; Joh� Heaviside of
Arthi�gto�;  Isabella Heaviside 

of Cotti�gham.
Nailmaki�g was particu-

larly importa�t to the i�habi -
ta�ts of Bottli�g  Wood. The
�ailsmith is the most co�serv-
ative of craftsme�. "As busy as
a �ailer"  is a phrase that has
passed i�to  a proverb. The raw
material for the productio� of
iro�  �ails is received at the
smithy i�  the shape of bu�dles
of iro�  rods. These bu�dles
vary i�  weight, a�d the rods
are of differe�t le�gths a�d
thick�esses. The �ailsmith
puts several rods i�to  the fire
at o�ce. With his left ha�d he
blows the bellows a�d with his
right ha�d he trims the fur�ace
a�d ha�dles the redde�i�g
iro�s. As soo� as the requisite
heat has bee� attai�ed, he
takes o�e rod out of the flames
a�d hammers it o�to  his small

"stithy” or a�vil  to the shape
desired. Every �ail  is made o�
the e�d of the iro�  rod, a�d
the� cut off. Sparrowbills (so
called for their resembla�ce to
the bird's beak) are used
largely by shoemakers. Other
�ails go by the �ames of
"diamo�ds” , "roseheads",
"shi�gles", a�d "wire �ails".
Nailmakers usually worked
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Apart from �ail-maki�g,  the
other mai� occupatio�s were
coalmi�i�g,  cotto� ma�ufac-
ture a�d iro�  fou�di�g.  I�  the
mid 19th ce�tury, the �earest
iro�works to Bottli�g  Wood
was the Haigh Fou�dry, a short
walk alo�g the Douglas. The
�earest collieries were i�
Whelley a�d Swi�ley, a�d the
�earest cotto� mills i�  Wiga�
tow�  ce�tre.
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HISTORY SHOP NEWS

Events  in the
History  �hop

IT has bee� a�  exciti�g  period for eve�ts at
the History Shop with the Charter celebra-
tio�s  last year really e�di�g  o�  a high. O�
Saturday 23 November there was a�  ope�i�g
of the Charter Patchwork Commu�ity
projects, where all who had bee� i�volved
i�  the works were i�vited  to a private view
of the exhibitio�.

O� Tuesday 10 December we were
i�debted to Byrchall High School for a�
excelle�t Christmas carol co�cert i�  the
Art Gallery. I�troduced by Dick Hatch the
40 stro�g choir delighted us with
Christmas fayre traditio�al & �ew. Ma�y
tha�ks o�ce agai� to teachers Mr Thor�to�
a�d Mrs Hughes.

O�  Tuesday 17 December the same space
was used by the Scherzo Da�ce compa�y to
perform two of the i��ovative  works,
‘Sig�ature’ (specially commissio�ed for
Charter Year) & ‘The Very' Soul’ (based o�
the decli�e of the local coal i�dustry).

Fi�ally  o�  Thursday 19 December Dick
Hatch, ex BBC broadcaster a�d a kee�
supported of the History' Shop, treated the
audie�ce to a selectio� of Christmas readi�gs.

Dick Hatch reading a selection of Christmas pieces

The �ew  year has see� more activity i�
the gallery with the muralist Gerald Rickards
bei�g ‘ i�  reside�ce’ o� Tuesdays throughout
Ja�uary a�d February - worki�g  o�  sectio�s
of his wo�derful Wiga�  mural a�d bei�g o�
ha�d to chat with i�terested members of the
public. You may recall that the Heritage
service ra� a competitio� to �ame all the
buildi�gs i�  the Charter Mural? A few weeks
ago we were happy to a��ou�ce  the wi��ers
a�d prese�t them with their prizes. The
wi��er  of the mai�  prize for �ami�g  the most
buildi�gs we�t to Mrs S. Lawto� who
received the ‘Wiga� - A Historical Souve�ir’
book while the Ju�ior prize was wo�  by 14
year old Gillia�  Gerrish, who received the
video ‘The Wiga�  Story’ . Co�gratulatio�s
o�ce agai� to both wi��ers.

�he  Heritage Service’s best-selling vidt
£10.99 (plus 50p pc

�his  splendid book, written by the
Heritage Service’s Bob Blakeman -
"the author is to be congratulated
on what he has put into this book,
and how he has done it" (Richard
Denniston in ‘Really Lancashire') -
is available from the History Shop
@ £14.99 (plus £2.95 postage and
packing).
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HISTORY SHOP NEWS

• i/s available from the History Shop @
'age and packing).

Thanks for
your custom
The Christmas period was a very

successful time for our retail area at the
History Shop. Our specially commissio�ed
Charter Chi�a a�d the �ew  video a�d Wiga�
book proved particularly popular. Both the
book 'Wiga� a Historical Souve�ir' a�d
video 'The Wiga�  Story' are still available
a�d are highly recomme�ded. Several
desig�s of the chi�a proved so popular that
we are curre�tly waiti�g  for replaceme�t
stock a�d have also commissio�ed coffee
cups a�d saucers, tea-cups a�d saucers a�d
a �ew desig� of bo�e chi�a beaker. These
should be available by April.

Not Just for Kids
As well as our exte�sive ra�ge of local

history books we also stock several ge�eral
history books desig�ed for childre�.
'S�appi�g Turtle Guides', whose subjects
i�clude Tudors a�d Stuarts, Crime a�d
Pu�ishme�t a�d Medieval Life, are well
illustrated, fu�  to read a�d carefully desig�ed
to li�k  to the �atio�al  curriculum. We also
stock titles from the 'Horrible History' series
as previewed o� BBC TV's Bookworm

Lectures  in the
History  �hop

The lecture programme for 1997 has
begu� well, with two stimulati�g
eve�i�gs, with a differe�ce, i�  the
Wickham Gallery. I�  Ja�uary Gerald
Rickards gave a fasci�ati�g  i�sight i�to
the productio� of his mag�ifice�t  Wiga�
mural, while i�  February Lizzie Jo�es

e�thralled a packed house i�  her role of
Charlotte, Cou�tess of Derby, duri�g  the
siege of Lathom House. 1643-45.
9 April

‘Local Me�  at the Somme' A�  illus-
trated talk by Fred Holcroft

14 May
‘Childre� i�  the Mi�es ’ A�  illustrated

talk by Ala�  Davies

11 June
‘Pub Sig�s’ A�  illustrated talk by Mr

R Lowe

Exhibitions
in the

History  �hop
The Charter year e�ded with two

sple�did exhibitio�s co�ti�ui�g  i�to  the
�ew  year. The commu�ity arts project with
the colourful Charter Parchworks was quite
a co�trast with the exhibitio� of Fre�ch
Charters from our twi�-tow�  A�gers. This
co�trast, though, o�ly  served to highlight
the stre�gths of each display as they were
displayed side-by-side through Ja�uary.
February a�d March have see� ‘The
Demo� Dri�k ’ o�  show, a Heritage Service
exhibitio�  that is backed up by some i�ter -
esti�g items from the Archives.

The �ext show will  be ‘Pai�ti�g  with
Light’ , a� exhibitio� by the Heritage
Service traci�g the developme�t of photog-
raphy from its earliest pio�eeri�g  days right
up to the prese�t. This will  i�troduce the
theme of photography which will be
co�ti�ued throughout the summer.
Dow�stairs i�  the Wickham Gallery a
tribute to the Victoria�  amateur photogra-
pher William Wickham will  ope� i�  April.

programme. Alter�atively  you could arouse
your child's i�terest i�  archaeology with o�e
of our Archaeological Detective game packs
(great for a�y  buddi�g I�dia�a  Jo�es!). O�
the lighter side we also have a ra�ge of
pocket mo�ey toys that mums a�d dads may
well remember; Yoyos, clicki�g frogs.
mag�ets a�d marbles, a�d those of you that
were arou�d i�  the 70's must remember the
miraculous ki�etic  wheel!?

For further details o�  a�y  of our stock ri�g
(01942 828128).

He came to Wiga�  as vicar of St. A�drews
i�  1878 a�d was to stay for 38 years,
buildi�g  up a u�ique photographic record
of the tow�. This tribute is particularly
appropriate as it was a ge�erous bequest
from his last survivi�g  daughter. Dr Mo�ica
Wickham, which made our �ew gallery
developme�t possible.

The� later i�  the summer the Wiga�
Photographic Society will  hold its a��ual
exhibitio�  upstairs i�  the Taylor Gallery. A�
opportu�ity to compare the work of kee�
amateur photographers of today with that
of o�e from a hu�dred years ago perhaps?
This exhibitio�  was very popular last year
a�d will be stagi�g a� ope�i�g  by the
Mayor o�  the eve�i�g  of Friday 8 August.

Before that i�  Ju�e a�d July the tempo-
rary exhibitio�  area will  be give�  over to
a Wiga�  Arts Festival exhibitio�  orga�ised
by our Visual Arts Outreach Officer Jo
Gor�er. It is hoped that eve�ts & shows
will  be held Borough-wide, focusi�g o�
the weeke�d of the 19 &  20 July 1997. For
further details ri�g  Jo at the Tur�pike
Gallery. Leigh tel 404558.
Taylor Gallery
27 March
Demo� Dri�k
7 April  - 28 June
Pai�ti�g  with Light
7 July - 2 August
Wiga�  Arts Festival Exhibitio�
9-23 August
Wiga� Photographic Society A��ual
Exhibitio�
Wickham Gallery
Charter ‘96

This major exhibitio� will co�ti�ue
throughout 1997.
Rev William  Wickham - A Victorian
Photographer

A perma�e�t exhibitio�,  ope�i�g  April
1997.
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Owen Davies was born in Tyldesley in 1913, the
seventh of nine children of Owen and Elizabeth
Davies, who had moved from North Wales to
Tyldesley. Shortly after his father's death in 1927,
Owen, aged 14, found work at Caleb Wright's cotton
spinning mill at the top of Union Street. Initially, he
worked as a spinners' scavenger, earning 12s weekly,
then as a piecer, for a weekly wage of £1.4s.6d. By
1937, he had become a spinner earning up to
£3.12s.l0d. in a good week.

Following active service in World War II, Owen
Davies became a leading Labourite, on friendly terms
with many Union leaders of the time. He was a promi-
nent member of Tyldesley Town Council and a noted
local bass singer. Shortly after the War, he moved to
43 Union Street, Tyldesley, where he lived with his
wife Edna until her death.

Half a century later, he still lives there, with his
second wife, Doreen, who has fortunately recently
written down Owen's boyhood reminiscences.

A Daft Lad
I WAS always a daft lad, said Owen. I liked a bit of
fun and a lark, if  it didn't  hurt  anybody. I was the
apple of my mother's eye, and she always worried if  I
didn't  get home when I should have done. There were
ten of us at home; my mother, father, six sisters and
me and my brother. When we sat down at table the
oldest got first  choice, then those who were working.

So the youngest had the
last pick?

Aye. that's right, if they
were�'t worki�g. My older
brother Emly�  worked at a pit.
He had to walk across three or
four fields, a�d it took him 20
mi�utes. O�e of the you�g
fellows from the office walked
the same way, a�d it took him
over half a�  hour. He used to
say, whe� he left work. 'See you
i�  25 mi�utes, Emly�? Our
Emly�  could�'t leave u�til  15
mi�utes later, but he always
caught up with the other lad,
before he got home.

My mam saw to it that there
were �ever a�y  marks or scratches
o�  the fur�iture. They were dusted
every day a�d polished every week.

How many moms in the house?
Two up a�d two dow�; a�d a

privy house at the e�d of a fairly
lo�g  garde�. Emly�  o�ce wrote a
�otice a�d stuck it o�  die back door
- ‘7 miles to privy.'

Clothes line
There must have been a number

of you sleeping in one mom.
My dad used to stri�g  a clothes

li�e  across our bedroom, a�d at
�ights he pegged our shoulders to
it. a�d we slept, ha�gi�g  like the
washi�g! My you�gest sister.
Myfa�wy.  was always last to take
her choice of food. Sometimes a
visitor would share her early tur�
widi Myfa�wy.  a�d diey'd have half
each of what they got.

Every Su�day after tea, we
had a musical eve�i�g. Our
�eighbours used to come a�d
liste� outside, u�til  my pare�ts
i�vited them i�.  Frie�ds were
also i�vited regularly. No o�e
was ever tur�ed away, a�d �o  o�e
ever left without havi�g a dri�k,
a�d somethi�g to eat. From bei�g
childre�, we all had to lear�
To�ic  Sol-fa. Whatever key you
sa�g i�,  the dista�ce betwee� doh
a�d lah, soh a�d me, is always
the same. We could si�g  a�ythi�g
at sight, usi�g To�ic  Sol-fa. This
is very ha�dy for choirs with
limited practice time.

He sat humming softly.
Aye, everyo�e k�ew  our street.

There were Halls, Balls, Gree�alls
a�d Catteralls; the� us. At the
comer o�  the mai�  Road lived Mr.
Woods, the theatre ow�er. Next
door lived Mr. Peel a�d the� Rosie
Ora�ge a�d her pare�ts. We used
to say Woods Peels Ora�ges. Us
lads always used to call it the
Fruity Comer.
/ stared at him, but he wasn't

laughing.
Are some of the houses still

there?
Oh yes. Quite a lot of them; a�d

they're still good family houses.
O�e family we k�ew  had about 24
kids. There were a Tally Board.
a�d the pare�ts looked o� the
Board, to see which of their
offspri�g  were i�.  They had to give
up a tally of meal limes. Other kids
used to play tricks a�d go to the
table - but. �o  tally, �o  meal!

Welsh Baptists
What work did your father do?
He we�t  rou�d selli�g i�sur -

a�ce. His pare�ts had come from
Wales i�  the late 1800's, to work
i�  the pits or mills of South
La�cashire. Our families were all
Welsh Baptists - pillars of the
Church a�d very good si�gers.
My father was the choirmaster i�
church, a�d co�ductor of the
local male voice choir. They
settled dow�  here, a�d streets of
houses were built to accommo-
date them, �ear to their work.
They brought up families, a�d
thought themselves lucky to have
a job a�d a home. They were
good houses for those times.
Some of their desce�da�ts still
live i�  those houses. The pits a�d
mills sometimes provided houses
for their workers. Some of the
street �ames tell you what it was
like the� before, such as Blossom
La�e, Pi�e Wood a�d so o�.

Life was always hard for those
who had to work. I�  olde� times it
was thieves a�d robbers, a�d those
who stole la�d. The� it was wars. 

lack of trade a�d cha�ges i�
gover�me�t  policy.

Sometimes i�  wi�ter, you
could�'t get up to the top of a
steep street. People still wa�ted to
go to church, so they built a
chapel at the top of a street, a�d
o�e at the bottom.

‘Resurrection Day’
We always k�ew  the day of the

week at home, by the food we ate.
Mo�day was 'Resurrectio� Day' -
all cold dishes mixed up a�d
reheated. Three times a week we
had best steak - 9d. for l/21b. O�
Su�days we ate sirloi�  steak at
7s.6d. That was a fortu�e - equal to
three bags of coal, whichever you
preferred.

Everythi�g was cooked o�  the
old cast iro�  ra�ge i�  the livi�g
room. There was a� ove�, a fire
grate, a wa��i�g  place, a�d a trivet
for the copper kettle. Little childre�
had to watched, i�  case they
touched it whe� hot. First thi�g  i�
the mor�i�g,  the fire was raked a�d
stoked up. This was our o�ly  source

continued on page 13 

Owen (senior) and Elizabeth Davies with seven of their children outside their
home. 147 Manchester Road, Tyldesley. c.1920. Owen (junior) is in the centre

with his hand on his Father's knee.
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of warmth, so was do�e every day
of Ute year. I remember whe� I was
about four, o�e day I took the poker
out of the fire. It was red at the e�d.
I waved it about a�d ra�  rou�d the
kitche�, chasi�g my mother a�d
a�yo�e  else there. Whe� I could�'t
catch them, I pushed the poker
dow�  my trousers! I ca� recall lyi�g
o�  the kitche� table, while mother
a�d the �ext  door �eighbour tried to
treat the bum. I still have a scar!

At bedtime the fire was raked
low, a�d some coal with slack was
put o�  to last u�til  mor�i�g.

The back room was the large
kitche�, with a sto�e si�k  o�  brick
pillars. There was a woode�
drai�i�g  board, a�d cupboards at
the side. I�  o�e comer was a brick-
built boiler for washi�g clothes. It
had a brick chim�ey ru��i�g  up
behi�d the fire, right up to the roof.
Tlie boiler itself was cast iro�,  with
a lid over. U�der�eath was the fire
with a metal plate at the fro�t  for
raki�g  out the ashes. There was a
metal door for firi�g.

One gas mantle
Hot water for washi�g the

family came from a pa� o�  the
ra�ge, or the kettle, or the boiler o�
washday. There was o�e cold water
tap i�  the kitche�, a�d o�e gas
ma�tle i� the livi�g room.
Everywhere else were ca�dles or
paraffi�  lamps.

All the white clothes were
boiled first; the� the other thi�gs
a�d woolle�  clothes last. From the
boiler, the clothes we�t  i�  the dolly
tub, a�d a woode� posser pushed
the clothes up a�d dow�, i�  soapy
water. After this they we�t  i�to  a
ri�si�g  tub a�d fi�ally  i�to  the si�k
for a last ri�se. The whites were
dolly-blued i�  a separate tub a�d
a�y  starchi�g was do�e the�.

After, came the ma�gli�g!
Everyo�e took a tur�. Our
Emly�  said his day was Tuesday.
Some clothes were pegged out
before ma�gli�g,  a�d the� they
were put away.

O�  washi�g day everyo�e had
to be up at first light. Mo�day was
washi�g day, Tuesday was
starchi�g a�d ma�gli�g  day a�d
Wed�esday was iro�i�g  day.

The old metal box iro�s  had a
heated block i�side. A cloth was
�eeded to hold the iro�  ha�dle. The
poker fitted i�  the hole i�  the block,
a�d the� helped the block i�to  the
iro�.  The lid was the� faste�ed.
Before a�d after iro�i�g  the clothes
hu�g from a rack across the ceili�g.
My dad used to sit o�  a rocki�g
chair i�  betwee� the ha�gi�g
clothes, smoki�g his pipe. We used 

to prete�d the clothes were o�  fire.
Thursday was sewi�g day. All

the wome� a�d girls patched,
me�ded a�d dar�ed.

Friday was baki�g day. All  the
wome� a�d girls also helped to
bake bread, barm cakes, cakes,
biscuits a�d pies.

Without  pay
A worki�g  day was 6 a.m. to 6

p.m., 5 days a week. O�  Saturdays
it was 6 a.m. to 12 �oo�.  We had
o�e week's holiday each year -
without pay. We also had Christmas
Day, New Year's Day, Good Friday
a�d Easter Mo�day - without pay.
The September holidays were 3
days - all without pay.

Two of my older sisters we�t  to
work i�  the �ext  village, for a vicar
a�d his wife. They had to work
seve� full days for Ls.6d. each - for
the whole week! They were refused
Su�day off, so that they could stay
at home a�d go to church with their
family. The vicar's wife threate�ed
to stop dole mo�ey, if they had
Su�day off. After two weeks, my
father we�t  a�d took them home.

O�e lad's father was a wi�der  at
a local pit. He was the top wage
ear�er at home. If the childre�
wa�ted spe�di�g  mo�ey, the father
would tell them to take back a�y
empty bottles; bri�g  home the cash
a�d he would share it out betwee�
them. At home, however, they all
ate a�d dra�k from odd pieces of
pot a�d glass. Whe� the girl grew
up, she became a schoolteacher,
a�d o�e of the boys worked at the
Co-op. This was a good job the�,
because you were�'t ofte�  throw�
out of work. O�  o�e occasio�, the
father came home with a black eye.
He'd bee� walki�g  home alo�g a
path used by courti�g couples!

Carry  on drinking
There used to be 20 pubs i�  this

tow�.  The pit me� would go i�  for
a dri�k  at di��er  time a�d carry o�
dri�ki�g.  The wife would bri�g  i�
his billy  ca�  a�d butty box, a�d say,
"Get to work, you lazy so-a�d-so."

Whe� coal a�d cotto� me� got
their wage packet, the wives might
be waiti�g  at the gates for their
share. The spi��ers  would empty
their wage packets o�  a piece of
cloth. They shared it out - so much
for picers, so much for scave�gers.
so much for ale. baccy a�d the wife.
If  there was �ot  e�ough mo�ey for
baccy, they put it all together agai�.
a�d re-divided it.

Cha�ters Colliery was o�e of
the first pits i�  E�gla�d  to have pit-
head baths. It was called the Turkey
Pit', because at Christmas the me�
were offered the choice of a turkey 

or a food parcel. The row of pit
houses is historically sig�ifica�t,  as
they were some of the first pit
houses to be built by ma�ageme�t
for workers.

The Fletcher Burroughs pit
preferred to employ me� i�  their
office who worshipped at either of
the local churches. O�e of the
collieries was behi�d the local
church, a�d was called by the same
�ame. The same employme�t
co�ditio�s  obtai�ed here. That pit
closed years later, a�d that church
became the parish church. O�e
Calvi�ist  Church also boasted that
their members were preferred i�  the
local coal offices.

A pe�� ’orth o’ peas
Whe� I was a lad at school, we

had�’t much spe�di�g  mo�ey. If  we
got a pe��y  o�  Friday �ight, or
Saturday, we'd go to the local chip
shop a�d ask for 'A pe�� ’orth o'
peas, a�d have you a�y  scraps?

What were scraps?
Small pieces of fried batter, that

came off, whe� the fish was
cooked.

O�  Thursday �ights, I bought
six separate l/2d's of sweets. I
ha�ded them out to my sisters; the�
I we�t  off to the Carlto� Ci�ema,
sometimes with frie�ds. We paid
2d. to sit o�  backless forms. Ma�y
a time we laughed so much that we
fell off o�to  the 4d. forms, which
had a back.

They were sile�t  films, a�d the
pia�ist sat at the fro�t  a�d played
a�  accompa�ime�t. If  the pia�ist
played wro�g  �otes, the older lads
sitti�g  further back would use pea
shooters a�d catapults, a�d try to
hit the player. Sometimes I did�'t
see much of the film, as I was
watchi�g the fu�.  There was o�e
lad who got so carried away, that
he shouted comme�ts to the
actors. The older lads at the back
came i�  late from work, weari�g
pit clogs, a�d clatteri�g dow�  the
aisle. The ow�er used to threate�
to throw them out. Thursday �ight
seco�d house was always a laugh.
Some people could�'t read a�d
others read out the subtitles for
them. O�e fellow jumped up a�d
dow�  whe� cowboys were o�  with
gu�s, shouti�g, "Look out. he's
behi�d you."

Our local theatre was built i�
o�e of the side streets. It played
opera, plays a�d musical works,
like Faust. The players had better
dressi�g rooms tha� the
Ma�chester Palace. It had the
biggest stage i�  La�cashire.

There was a� electric curtai�.
flats a�d pai�ted backcloths. These 

were sometimes raised a�d lowered
at wro�g  times. E. from the Chorus
was desperate to 'spe�d a pe��y'.
She had�’t e�ough time to leave the
stage a�d go to the w.c. So, whe�
the backcloth was moved, the audi-
e�ce saw poor E. sitti�g  u�comfort-
ably o�  a bucket, with a horrified
look o�  her face!

Wagonette
I remember a day trip to

Warburto� Bridge i�  a wago�ette.
It was the Male Voice Choir from
the Welsh Baptist. The driver got
dru�k  duri�g  the day, a�d my dad
had to drive the wago� home. We
we�t  rou�d all the comers o�  two
wheels. The choir co�ductor had
i�troduced a guest orga�ist, as
about to play. 'Bachthes Fudges.'
The� he a��ou�ced  a selectio�
from Mozart’s Rigoloffit!

U�cle G. would go i�to  a pub
with his trilby o�  o�e side, because
he played by ear. O�e woma� said
to her husba�d, "Have you see� G.'s
pa�ts? They're all ripped u�der-
�eath, a�d he's showi�g every-
thi�g!"  The husba�d whispered to
G., "Do you k�ow  you're showi�g
everythi�g?"

"No, but if  you whistle it I ’ ll
follow."

His wife wa�ted G. to take her
out, so he does, a�d buys her a pi�t
of beer. She thi�ks  it's awful, a�d
G. says, "Now you k�ow  what I've
bee� doi�g, do you still thi�k  I'm
e�joyi�g  it?"

At the Boat I��,  �ear the ca�al,
were stables for several horses.
The bargees would go i�  for a
dri�k,  a�d the� stagger out of the
back door, several of them straight
i�to  the ca�al!

O�e dark wi�ter  �ight,  three of
the bargees came out dru�k.
collected their horses from the
adjoi�i�g  stable, tur�ed the wro�g
way. a�d all followed o�e a�other
i�to  the ca�al.

Drunkenness

Who came looking for work?
We had Irish. Scotch, Welsh a�d

people from all parts of E�gla�d.
The Irish came to work i�  the mi�es
a�d o�  the roads, or i�  the mills.
Parts of the tow�  were a bit rough.
a�d some streets were '�o  go' areas.
Our pare�ts forbade us to go i�
those streets.

Saturday �ights there was much
dru�ke��ess,  a�d the Priests were
ofte� called out to calm thi�gs
dow�.  O�  Su�day mor�i�g,  though,
all the me� were at Mass with their
wives a�d childre�.

continued on page 14
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The u�married me� lived i�
rooms, for Is. a �ight.  They cooked
their ow�  food o�  a big. old stove,
i�  huge, old cast-iro� fryi�g  pa�s.
They bought potatoes, cabbage a�d
some meat i�  the comer shops.
Sometimes they got their legs
pulled, because they did�'t  wash or
peel a�ythi�g,  it all we�t  i�  the pa�.
whole a�d u�touched.

"5 lbs o' potatoes." said P.
"These are Dubli�  potatoes," said
the shopkeeper. "Oh. well the�.
give us lOlbs."

What was it like in the 1920's,
during the Depression?

Whe� we were out of work, we
had to queue up to get our
U�employme�t Card stamped.
Whe�  we had six mo�ths of stamps.
we could claim Be�efit. I got Is.
more a week tha� my last job wage.
If  we were off work two days, we
could�'t claim Be�efit, but for three
days a�d more, we could claim.

O�e fellow was a clever ma�;
he had Letters for Music. He gave
lesso�s a�d played the pia�o i�  a�
orchestra. He always wore a black
overcoat, black jacket a�d waist-
coat, with grey striped pa�ts. He
had grey spats a�d black pate�t
leather shoes. Rou�d his �eck he
wore a white silk scarf; a�d o�  his
head a grey trilby.

Means Test
We all sig�ed o�  at the Mi�er's

Hall; queuei�g up dow�  the street.
The mi�ers wore flat caps. Some of
those so-called Civil Serva�ts were
u�civil.  They were 'k�owty'  if  you
coughed or cleared your throat, you
were se�t to the back of the queue.
If  you cap were o�  crooked, you
we�t  to the back of the queue as
well. If  you were six mo�ths out of
work, a�d you made a claim o�  the
125th day of u�employme�t, you
were i�  Be�efit  for six mo�ths. But
if  you did�'t  claim u�til  after the
125th day. you lost Be�efit; a�d
could�'t claim agai� u�til  you had
more co�tributio�s  o�  the Card.

You had to go for a Mea�s Test,
to receive more Be�efit, if you
thought your family �eeded more
mo�ey. If  o�e perso� i�  the family
was worki�g,  you were�'t eligible
for extra help. This was i�  the form
of grocery vouchers. If  you could� ’t
pay your re�t  you could be put out
o�  lite street. Your family could be
split up, a�d your childre� take�
from you.

Soup Kitche�s were started i�
the Mi�er's  Strike of 1926. by the
Labour Party. The childre� were
fed at school from volu�tary  co�tri -
butio�s; a�d the u�employed 

mi�ers did the cooki�g, servi�g a�d
washi�g up at the schools, for six
mo�ths. Our Emly�  we�t  every day
duri�g the Strike, to the Missio�
School. He said. "I bet old Baldwi�
does�'t have soup for his di��er."

We all voted Labour here.
As childre� at home, we played

games o�  check cloths for a board;
like Ludo, S�akes a�d Ladders,
Draughts, a�d so o�. We also
played Marbles o�  Raffia mats a�d
holes i�  the floor.

Mule spinner
I worked i�  a pit office; the� I

we�t  to work i�  a spi��i�g  mill. I
became a mule spi��er  - the best -
a�d ear�ed £3.l9s.l0d. per week. I
had to pay my piecer for a week's
work, which w'as £1.4s.4d,
depe�di�g o� the le�gth of the 

possible. Sometimes it was diffi -
cult. We would all ru�  alo�gside the
cart o�  both sides.

‘Sulking’
We tried to jump o�  it a�d the

fireme� would swipe at us with their
helmets, which were polished brass.
The Fire Bell was also polished
brass, a�d o�e firema� would be
ri�gi�g  it furiously. They all had o�e
tur�  i�  order. If  a firema� lost his
tur�,  he would�'t get o�e. bur ra�
beside the wago� sulki�g.

O�e time, they had a struggle to
get out the hose. A firema� fell over
it, a�d had to be shipped off to
hospital, as he'd hurt his leg.
A�other time, someo�e else
trapped his fi�ger  i�  the door of
the storage compartme�t. There
was a big fuss, as it took them a 

Elizabeth Davies with four of her sons and daughters, c. 1932. Owen is on the
right of the photograph, which also shows Emlyn, Olwen and Myfanwy.

mules, a�d the �umber of spi�dles
o�  it. Normally this was 1,056 o�  a
pair of mules.

Spi��ers wore tall hats a�d
frock coats i�  the early days.

You also �eeded to be a rope
splicer, a mecha�ic a�d e�gi�eer.
You had to be able to cha�ge all
parts of the machi�ery’ a�d re-set
it correctly, accordi�g to the thick-
�ess of the spu� thread. The mules
were the full  le�gth or width of the
floor space.

Whe� I was a boy, a fire was a
serious thi�g. Horse-draw� fire
carts were used. They had a water
co�tai�er  a�d a hose, with a motley
crew of fireme�. Us lads used to
ru�  to the shed where they kept the
fire cart, as soo� as we heard
war�i�g.  Whe� the fireme� were
getti�g the cart out. o�e or two had
to ru� to the field where the
Cou�cil horses were grazi�g, a�d
try to catch o�e as quickly as 

w’hile to ope� the door a�d free the
ma�'s fi�ger.

Whe� the fire e�gi�e  was
mecha�ised, a guard dog was left
at the Statio�, to stop a�yo�e
taki�g  the E�gi�e.  Whe� the Fire
Bell ra�g, the dog barked a�d
would�'t  let a�yo�e  i�.

O�  other occasio�s, the cart was
used for dumpi�g rubbish. The offi -
cial rubbish remover was dubbed -
Joh��y  Muckmidde�. He shovelled
up all rubbish lyi�g  about, put it o�
the cart, a�d took it to the tow�
rubbish tip, or ash pit. It was the
worst job i�  tow�!

After the First World War,
public service vehicles were mech-
a�ised. My brother said, "It takes a
war for the Gover�me�t to give us
somethi�g useful, with a�  e�gi�e
i�stead of a horse."

R. C. made his house i�to  a
draper's shop, a�d displayed goods
i�  his ordi�ary fro�t  room wi�dow.

He was a very large ma�, with a big
head a�d a thick �eck. We lads gave
him a suitable �ame. Our Edie must
have said somethi�g rude to him,
because o�e day he chased her i�to
the back door of our house, a�d
right through it, before goi�g  out of
the fro�t  door.

He had a motor bike. They were
fairly scarce i�  the early 1920's. He
used a�  old woode� box for a side
car, to make his deliveries of goods,
which were k�itted  or sew� by his
wife. He sold these to other shops.

He had trouble starti�g his
motor-bike; so a�y childre�
ha�dy would push him u�til  he
got it started.

Take ‘boggarts’
The� he'd hit us with his extra

large cap, a�d shout "Get off!". He
did�'t  k�ow  how to stop his bike at
first; a�d o�ce e�ded up at Oldham,
whe� the petrol ra�  out!

Quite freque�tly he would
shake his head spasmodically, a�d
make stra�ge gru�ti�g  �oises. He
kept a horse i�  a field; a�d whe� he
tried to catch it, as like as �ot  he
would shake his head a�d gru�t.
The horse would take 'boggarts',
a�d ru�  off agai�! We would sit o�
the fe�ce laughi�g a�d clappi�g.
This e�raged him a�d he used to
k�ock  us off the fe�ce.

My brother a�d I we�t  to buy a
coat. The shop had o�ly  o�e gas
ma�tle bur�i�g,  a�d it was so dark.
that we had to take the coats outside
i�  the street, to see what colour they
were. We dressed i�  Macs a�d
Velour coats, which reached dow�
almost to our a�kles. My brother
said we looked like Russia�s.

Almost everyo�e was a share-
holder i�  the Co-op, to the exte�t
of £1 each. Each quarter everyo�e

received a divide�d o�  what they
had bought betwee� Is. a�d 2s.
6d. Mostly the childre� got the
be�efit of the 'Divi,' tur�  a�d tur�
about, depe�di�g o�  what clothes
they �eeded.

You could probably receive
about £3 a quarter. The� you might
go to a Co-op outfitter for a suit or
coat, or jacket.

You could also visit a large
tailori�g  outfitter, like Burto�'s, or
die 50s. tailors. I bought black pi� -
striped pa�ts, a black jacket a�d a

waistcoat for my dad's fu�eral,

whe� I was 14. This was o�ly  for
church afterwards, a�d had to be

take� oil o�  arrivi�g  home.
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THE REGAL
CINEMA, LEIGH

THE Regal which was officially
opened on 25 June 1938 was the
last of Leigh's purpose built
cinemas. The building was situ-
ated at the corner of King Street
and Spinning Jenny Street, adja-
cent to the old Leigh bus station.
Until  August 1958 it advertised
under its own name, although by
this time it was officially  an ABC
cinema owned building. By 22
August 1958 it began advertising
as the ABC Regal. �ilms
continued to be shown for a
further ten years until 30
December 1968, after which the
cinema finally  closed its doors to
the public. By this time most
other cinemas had also closed,
leaving only the Classic Cinema
as a venue for the loyal cinema-
goers at Leigh. The building was
finally  demolished to make way
for the widened Spinning Jenny
Way and Leigh's new bus station.
Like many cinemas, the Regal

had frequent staff changes over
the years for which we have no
record. �ortunately  on 22 May
1954 a photographer was present
on the occasion of a presentation
to the then assistant manager Mr
Stephenson. All  the staff can be
seen in the photograph which was 

taken in the foyer of the cinema.
Mr  Stephenson (front  right)  who
had been at the Regal for  only 14
months had been presented with
a travelling clock before he left to
take up his position as assistant
manager at the Regal Cinema,
Southport. His successor was a
Mr.  Kitchen from Blackpool.
Mr  Verity (sitting left) made

the presentation, although he had
only been appointed manager
shortly before this. As can be
seen, two members of staff were
dressed-up, one as a cowgirl, the
other as an Indian. This was for
publicity purposes, as the film
shown during the week was
'Calamity Jane', starring
Howard Keel and Doris Day.
The cowgirl has been identi-

fied as Alice Shaw who was an ice
cream seller at the cinema. Two
other members of staff named
are Jeff Stout, assistant projec-
tionist (back row left) and Ken
Brown, assistant projectionist
(back row right).
Should anyone be able to

identify any other members of
staff in the photograph please
contact Tony Ashcroft, Local
History Officer  at Leigh Library
(01942 404559). T.A.

Mrs �reda  Palmer,
of Dorset, recently dis-
covered some old post-
cards of Leigh. They
had been given to her
mother by her uncle,
Thomas Osborn
Hunter, who owned a
grocer's shop in Brad-
shawgate, Leigh. Mrs
Palmer has very gener-
ously donated the post-
cards to the Heritage
Service. She writes:

"Enclosed are the post-
cards of Leigh. I am glad
they are going home. So
would my mother and
father have been. I am
enclosing a cutting from
the Leigh journal. My
father wrote to the journal
when War broke out, and
asked them to put a notice
in the paper to inform any
men who came to India, to
please contact us. These

were a few of them. They
were stationed at Allah-
abad. about 60 miles away.
Fred Shepherd often came
for weekends and gave us
all, especially my mother, a
lot of pleasure talking
about Leigh and how it had
changed over the years. I
have often wondered if  they
all got home, as Burma
was their next move. The
journal has spelt our name
wrong - it's Sefton!"

�reda  May Palmer,
3 Berkley Close,

Pimpeme,
Blandford �orum.

Dorset

Railway Road, Leigh.

LEIGH FAMILY ’S
HOSPITALITY

�n  cat Inds in the garden  <>l Air. and Airx. f:.
>cphtua,  Civil  �incs,  Alirrapur.  India. Gruup in-
vludc»  Fred Shepherd.  Attic*  ; Hcrt  Junes,  �iverpool;
Jim Grund*.  �eigh;  Ralph Farrington,  �eigh;  and
Fill  Farackcricy,  Wigan.
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I have received a splendid response to Mrs.
Bryden's [nee Lowe] recollections of Hindley and
Abram Grammar school in Past �orward  14. By
way of a supplement, Mrs. Bryden has submitted
this 'News Bulletin',  which accompanied the school
magazine in 1940. Ed.

An important  news
bulletin will  follow,
so please stand by
THE Gryphons have sent an
ultimatum to the Minotaurs,
that if  Hostilities do not cease
in the Chemi. Lab. by the time
the Baron announces his
engagement to Nick, they will
attack the Geog. Room, which
is of great strategic importance.

It  was officially  announced
in the Master's Room, that
Griffith  and Healy were killed
by two pies (made in the D.Sc.
Room) thrown at them by
Moody. As a result of this,
Moody will be placed in a
Concentration Camp.

Miss E. M. Naish. the
Winwick  Espionage agent, who
is known throughout Europe as
Evil Emma, the beautiful spy,
was seen slinking across the
Netball Courts. It is thought
that it is she who stole the plans
of the air-raid  shelters a week
ago from the Pavilion.

A false air raid alarm was
sounded over certain parts of
the top corridor.  This was later
discovered to be a certain
member of the Staff - L. W.
Topham blow ing his nose.

The Grammar  School �irst
Lord of the Admiralty  has
resigned - this is due to the fact
that Mr.  Cockroft finds he is
unable to carry out the duties
of both husband and �irst  Lord
of the Admiralty  successfully.
His place will  be taken by Sir
William  Atherton, the brilliant
inventor, who found out the
way every housewife could save
butter  - by eating less.

32 destroyers and 16
minesweepers are making their
way up Borsdane Brook - this is
purely a precautionary measure.
Tonight ’s communique states
intense local activity in the
Junior  cloakroom.

Mr. H. J. Barker, the
Wcarish Lane Minister is to
make a broadcast this after-
noon explaining the events
which lead up to the scuttling
of his bike. This huge vehicle
some 2 or 3 lbs. was the pride
of the nation.

A Reuter message from Ince
states that they will  remain in
strict neutrality - this was
stated by the Ince Ambassador
in Hindley who was in conver-
sation with the Hindley Prime
Minister Mr.  J. Taylor for 3
hours this afternoon.

The Tritons stated that if
the Centaurs independence is
in any way threatened they
would offer them all the
support within their power;
meanwhile owing to profound
distrust among the table
prefects, considerable risings
among the Juniors are
reported.

Another anecdote regarding
Johnny Topham conies to mind.
Johnny couldn't sound his R's,
neither could one boy in our
class, Neville Hinchcliffe. One
day, Johnny was dictating notes
on the Nile Poods. He said "the
Nile Poods are caused by the
tangled masses of weeds and
washes (meaning reeds and
rushes)". He looked down at a
boy's book and the boy had
written "weeds and rushes".
"Weeds, you fool"  said Johnny.
"�'ve  written weeds" said the
boy, so Johnny wrote it on the
board. The whole class had
written "weeds and rushes"
except Neville Hinchcliffe!

Dear Sir,
The article by Mrs. Marjorie

Bryde� about Hi�dlcy  a�d Abram
Grammar School brought back
ma�y memories of bygo�e days.
Both my father a�d I were educated
there a�d I k�ew well all the
teachers me�tio�ed; 1 left the
school i�  1929 to go to Oxford to
read for a�  E�glish Degree.

Fairbrother the headmaster was
a brillia�t  Maths ma� a�d o�  o�e
occasio� taught my form Maths for
twelve mo�ths. My desk was by the
door a�d 1 was the first pupil he saw
as he e�tered the room. "Hibbert"
he said, "What is the solutio� to a
quadratic equatio�?" I had bee� off
ill  for some weeks a�d did�'t  k�ow
what he was talki�g  about. "Write
it out twe�ty  times for tomorrow
mor�i�g"  he said. I have �ever
forgotte�- it eve� to this day!
Joh��y  Topham had bee� a�  officer
i�  the first World War, he had diffi-
culty i�  pro�ou�ci�g  the letter R.
The story was told that o�  o�e  occa-
sio�  he was i�specti�g  a group of
soldiers whe� he stopped a�d said,
"You wugged wotters i�  the wear
wa�k, wub your wusty wifles with
a�  oily way." Le�  Fielde� was a�
i�tellectual ge�tlema�, who
i�spired me with a love for physics
which I still have, i�  spite of my
E�glish Degree. U�fortu�ately  his
health was affected by his service
with the Home Guard duri�g  the
War a�d he died at a comparatively
you�g age. Healy (Sol) I met
several times at various social fu�c-
tio�s after the War a�d the� lost
touch with him.

Jimmy Taylor I well remember.
It was o�ly  a few weeks before the
e�d of the school year; we were i�
tlte sixth form a�d were all leavi�g
school. I do�'t  k�ow  what we had
bee� doi�g  but six of us were kept
i�  after school to do some extra
maths. After about te� mi�utes
Jimmy Taylor decided to go out a�d
rather foolishly locked the class-
room door. By his desk was a
hopper wi�dow,  so we took it out,
got outside, replaced it a�d we�t
home. The �ext  mor�i�g  we got six
of lite best from die headmaster.

The teacher who was to have
die greatest i�flue�ce  o�  my whole
life was Daddy Fra�ce. He was
Orga�ist a�d Choirmaster of St.
Peters Church, where he played the
world famous Schultz orga� a�d
where as a chorister he taught me
i�  private lesso�s to si�g. As a 

result, whe� I was ordai�ed I we�t
�ot  o�ly  as Curate but as bass
soloist to Emma�uel Church,
Southport, well k�ow�  for its
musical traditio�. Both the Warde�
a�d his so� had a Mus. Doc. degree,
a�d there was a� orchestra of
twe�ty professio�al musicia�s
which gave mo�thly recitals at
wliich I sa�g. For four years I sa�g
Jesus i� Bach’s St. Matthew
Passio� with a full orchestra. After
four years 1 we�t  as Prece�tor to
La�caster Priory a�d whe� I joi�ed
the Army I was statio�ed at
Bowerham Barracks where was the
ba�d of the Ki�gs  Ow�.  Whe� diey
gave co�certs I was always asked
to si�g, this time popular secular
so�gs, which brought the house
dow�! Audie�ces had�'t see� a
parso� si�gi�g  previously!

Daddy Fra�ce may �ot  have
bee� a great teacher at H. A.G.S. but
I owe so much to him.

I�  1929 I alo�g with others left
school a�d we we�t our various
ways. I�  1945, after service with
the First Army i�  North Africa, I
was Staff Chaplai� at The Ki�gs
Chapel Gibraltar. After leavi�g die
Army I became Vicar of Fulwood,
a�d also Chaplai� to Fulwood
Barracks, Chairma� of Gover�ors
of Fulwood High School a�d Editor
of the Diocesa� Magazi�e. O�
retireme�t 1 joi�ed  the choir of 42
boys a�d 22 me� at the local
church. Daddy Fra�ce had laid a
good fou�datio�.

Norma� Cockcroft, so� of
'Cocky' came to Presto� as
Assista�t E�gi�eer to La�cs
Cou�ty Cou�cil. Jim Holme
became a Doctor; Harry Ackers
became a Co�sulta�t  Surgeo� at
Blackpool; Jack Moody after a
disti�guished career i�  die Army
a�d the Police became Chief
Co�stable of Bolto� a�d later
Deputy Chief Co�stable of
La�cashire. He was awarded the
O.B.E. a�d the Q.P.M. (Quee�s
Police Medal) a�d appoi�ted a
K�ight  Comma�der of the Order of
St. Joh�. I dii�k  Fairbrodier would
have bee� rather proud of his
former pupils.

It is �ow  1997 - what of the
prese�t H.A.G.S.? Various
Educatio� Bills si�ce my time have
had differe�t  pressures brought to
bear, especially o� Grammar
Schools. I dii�k  the situauo� today
is best summed up i�  some words
from that great poet Matthew
Ar�old (who was a school
i�spector) whe� i�  o�e of his
poems he writes 'How cha�ged is
here each spot ma� makes or fills  -
�odii�g  remai�s the same.'
The Rev. J. R. Hibbert,  MA„  H.C.�.

Inisfail  Rest Home
15 Watling  St. Rd., �uhvood

Preston PR2 8EA
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H.A.G.S. -
a teacher’s
memoir
Dear Sir
MY much-missed dad died
three years ago a�d so it was
a particular pleasure for me
to read his �ame i�  Past
Forward (Issue 14). I refer
to the article by Marjorie
Bryde�, o�  her schooldays
at Hi�dley & Abram
Grammar school i� the
193O's. She remembers that
"Mr. Davi(e)s was the
woodwork master there";
that was my father.

I ’m very pleased to say
that I ca� supply his ow�
co�tributio�  to the picture,
as i�  his last year he wrote
about his life.

He taught at Hi�dley  &
Abram Grammar School
early i�  his career, whe�
he was still seeki�g
perma�e�t work. I�  fact,
he was appoi�ted i�  1938
for two days per week,
addi�g to the three days he
already worked at
Hasli�gde� Grammar
School. He writes:

"Two grammar schools,
40 miles apart, was hardly
an ideal situation, hut as I
lived in between and the
journey to Hindley was easy,
the hassle wasn't much
worse than what 1 was
already suffering.

1 was very soon 'in
trouble' at Hindley; the
Head tried to insist that I
wore a hat to school - he'd
seen me arrive without, and
it was a strict rule that they
be worn! I replied politely
that I never wore a hat, and
couldn't see how I could
possibly be subjected to

such a rule -1 was a member
of staff, not a pupil. I was
immediately threatened with
a Governors' Meeting! 1
coiddn 't believe what 1 was
hearing, and asked him to
call an immediate meeting
and settle the issue. After a
bit of blustering on his pan
he climbed down and
admitted that be couldn't
have me dismissed for such
a reason (I knew full well
that he couldn't) but he
would have seen to it that 1
wouldn't have been
appointed if he'd known I
wasn �t going to wear a hat!

First round to me, but it
was only the first of many. 1
made it clear in the begin-
ning that the workshop was
a class room, like any other,
and not a repair shop for the
school. There were many
favours to the school which
1 would undertake as long as
they served some purpose in
the teaching of boys, but the
regular routine work (until
now) of repairing smashed
desks, doors etc. was 'out'
from now on. I was
employed as a teacher, not a
journeyman, and firms in
the town would undertake
such work.

Another of the Head's
tyrannical fads was
insisting on open windows,
even in winter, something
else I wouldn't accept. I
pointed out that I war
responsible for safety in the
workshop and was not
having boys handling razor-
sharp tools in a fridge'. 1
won that one, and many
more as they cropped up
during the course of normal
school practice. When the
others learned of the 'war' 1
was fighting they gave me a
week before the 'chop',
pointing out that he'd
sacked my predecessor: but

Nicknames still the same
Dear Sir
I was very i�terested to
read Mrs. Bryde�'s
article o� Hi�dley &
Abram Grammar School,
where I atte�ded from
1944 to 1949.

Most of the teachers
she me�tio�s  were still
there whe� I was there,
a�d her descriptio�s of
them are just as I
remember them. The
teachers' �ick�ames were
still the same i�  my time
except Mr. Barker who 

was k�ow�  as "Bud".
The teacher who made

the greatest impressio� o�
me was Miss Nicholas,
whose success rate i�
pushi�g pupils through
E�glish La�guage a�d
Literature exams must
have bee� about 99%.

A. E. Char�ock
3 Park Road

Sta�dish
Wiga�

WN6 OTY

DELIGHTED TO BE REMINDED
Dear Sir
Someone sent me the Autumn / Winter
edition of Past Forward and as a past
pupil of Hindley and Abram Grammar
School, I was delighted to be reminded
of my time there (1934-41). I well
remember being fold to get on my bally
hind legs by Johnny Topham who on
occasion used to throw the board duster
at someone.

Miss Nicholas must have been the
best teacher of English and Literature
everl

I went on to become assistant and
proof reader to Professor Harry Street,

Professor of English Low at Manchester
University (for 21 years).

I can still recall Miss Craig's voice as
she led the "General confession" and
Mr. Fairbrother, looking over my
shoulder in an Art Class, remarking that
he wouldn't like to sit on "that chair" - a
feeble attempt at my drawing one.

Margaret  Croston  (nee
�pencer)

Rookery  Nook
Bridge  Drive

Christleton
Chester

CH3 6AW

/ assured them that there
was no danger of the same
fate befalling me as I was a
certificated teacher, not a
journeyman in the direct
employ of the Head, and
that he couldn't sack me,
and that I would never give
him the chance of reporting
me to the higher authorities
for misdemeanour or
defaulting in my work as a
teacher, the work for which
I was employed.

It was a good school,
staffed by teachers who had
been there a long time and
who knew how to get good
exam results, and I soon
conformed to their routine
(mostly) and traditions,
including the post-lunch
'wander' up the road to the
park - every male member
(except the Head), with a
courtesy apology to the
Senior Master if  you missed
it for some reason! With
experience 1 learned that the
Head's bark was worse than
his bite; he enjoyed quar-
relling with staff!"

Dad left the school
whe� he was called up to
serve i�  the Royal Mari�es
i� early 1941. O� his
demob i�  1946 he retur�ed
briefly to his split posts
before fi�di�g  a perma�e�t
appoi�tme�t at Leyla�d
Se�ior School (later �amed
Wellfield Seco�dary
Moder�). Here he stayed
u�til  1976, whe� he retired
after teachi�g his beloved
woodwork for 40 years.

I have always cherished
the thought that throughout
the regio� (a�d �o  doubt
beyo�d) there are hu�dreds
of carpe�ters, amateur or
otherwise, who owe their
skills to the patie�t a�d thor-
ough teachi�g of my father. 

a�d may i�deed have passed
them o� to their desce�-
da�ts. I would be so very
pleased to hear from a�yo�e
who remembers him.

I� my home I am
surrou�ded by his fur�iture.
skilfully crafted i� his
favourite mahoga�y. A�d  of
course I have his ’book'. It is
a lovely, perso�al accou�t
which ope�ed my eyes to
the life he had led. I am sure
that ma�y of your readers
would fi�d  great i�terest i�
the accou�ts of his child-
hood i�  Aspull a�d Coppull;

I would be very happy to
share his remi�isce�ces.

I am i�debted to my
good frie�d  Wilf  Walsh for
bri�gi�g  your publicatio� to
my atte�tio�;  he was the
grou�dsma� at Hi�dley  &
Abram Grammar School,
a�d so k�ew my father (I
k�ow  he also has ma�y tales
to tell!).

Ann Davies
56 Church Lane,

Charnock Richard,
Chorley,

PR7 3RB.

'Confidentially Yours'
Dear Sir

Here is a signed
photograph of the late
great comic of stage,
radio, films and TV -
Coventry born Reg
Dixon (not to be
confused with Blackpool
Tower organ player
Reginald Dixon). He
wrote many of his own
songs, including his intro
ductory song 'Confid
entially', which sold a
million copies around
1954.

Like his friend Jack
Storey [see Past Forward
14, pl 8 Ed.] he only
appeared once at
Wigan Hipp - in March
1955. In his early years
Reg would act gormless
as if he was always ill,
so his catchphrase was
"I've been poorly, proper
poorly, in fact I've been
proper proper poorly.”

But in 1954 he was
stopped from using this
phrase, as it really
belonged to another
comic, Reg Barber. Reg
Dixon died in 1984,
aged 69.

Eric  �tockley
Higher  Ince

Wigan.

more letters on page 19^-
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A TRIB UTE TO HARRY POTTS
(FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE RED ROSE STEAM SOCIETY)

IT  was with great shock and sorrow
that those Councillors and Council
Officers involved with the Astley
Green Colliery Museum learned of
the sudden and completely unex-
pected death of Harry  Potts, which
occurred at his home on �riday  20
December 1996.
The Red Rose Steam Society have

had their base at the Astley Green
Colliery going back to the days
when the site was owned by Greater
Manchester Council. Harry, an
engineer and technology lecturer,
joined the Society in January 1980
and became Chairman in 1991. He
stepped down from office for a
period when his wife became seri-
ously ill, but after her death
returned to the Society's leadership,
an office he still held at the time of
his own sad demise.

He really was the ideal chairman
- in addition to his engineering
background he had the patience of
Job and the wisdom of Solomon
when it came to running  the Society
and negotiating with  other bodies on
its behalf. Having retired early in

1990, he had the priceless luxury  of
having plenty of time to devote to
Society matters, be they administra-
tive or practical. This combined
with the fact he lived so close to
Astley meant that the old colliery, a
prominent physical reminder of a
now defunct North West industry,
could well and truly  be called his
second home.

�or  more years than it should
have needed Alastair and I
attended meetings with other
Council department officers, and
with Harry  representing the RRSS,
to arrange a satisfactory lease for
the Astley site. On more than one
occasion just when we seemed to
have reached an amicable arrange-
ment, an external factor would
arise and throw everything back
into the melting pot. Harry  was not
phased by this, he did not rant and
rave or threaten resignation but
accepted the reality of new situa-
tions and continued to pursue what
was in the best interests of his
Society. No doubt his experience as
a J.P. was useful in these circum-

stances. His balanced judgement
meant that he could appreciate the
other parties' situation and would
always look for compromise, but
when enough was enough he said
so - it was a calm, reasoned state-
ment of the Society's views, not to
be moved.

I'm  sure that I speak for  everyone
at Wigan Council who has had deal-
ings with Harry that we will
remember him with appreciation
and respect. His loss is genuinely felt
by all those involved with Astley
Green, and it seems doubly cruel
that he was taken at a time when the
future development of the site was
starting a new and potentially
exciting phase.

To the generation of us involved
with the site, Astley Green's massive
headgear will  from now on also be a
towering testament to a man who
cared so much about the place and
the former human endeavours that
it represented during its working
days. At the age of 66 he was taken
from us far  too early.

M.H.

Aspull & Haigh Historical Society
Meeti�gs are held i�  the Village Ce�tre, Bolto�
Road, Aspull, o�  the seco�d Thursday of the
mo�th at 8.00 p.m. The �ew  Secretary is Mrs.
R. Naylor, Pe��i�gto�  Gree�, Hall La�e, Aspull,
Wiga�. (01942 256145).

Atherton Heritage Society
Meeti�gs are �ow  held i�  the Methodist Church
Hall opposite Atherto� Library usually o�  the
seco�d Mo�day of the mo�th, at 7.30 p.m.
Members £1, No�-members £1.50. Everyo�e
welcome. Further details from the Secretary,
Mrs. P. Madde�, 22 Butterfield Road, Over
Hulto�,  Bolto�  BL5 1DU. (01204 651478).
14 April  'Mo�asteries i�  La�cashire',
M. Gilbertso�.
12 May 'Cor�  Dollies',
Ly��  Gibbo�s.
16 June 'Local People Tra�sported to
Australia',
Fred Holcroft.

Golborne & Lowton Local History
Society
Fou�ded i�  1984 the society �ow has a�
average mo�thly atte�da�ce of over 20.
Meeti�gs are held at Golbor�e Library o�  the
seco�d Tuesday of the mo�th at 7.00 p.m. No� -
members welcome.
Further details from Ro� Marsh, P.R. Officer
(01942 726027).

�OCIETY  NEW�
8 April  'Wi�wick  - A Place of Safety',
Ke�  Lewis.
13 May A.G.M.
10 June  Over the years members have visited
eight churches i�  our area for guided tours. This
year's visit �ot  yet fi�alised.

Leigh & District Family History
Society
Meeti�gs are held o�  the third Tuesday of every
mo�th i�  the Derby Room, Leigh Library.
For further details co�tact the Secretary, Olive
Hughes (01942 741594).
15 April  'Alder Hall',
Mrs Mauree� Gilbertso�.
20 May A.G.M. - 'Preservi�g Docume�ts'.
17 June 'Visit to Mormo� Ge�ealogical
Society'.
15 July  'Visit to Prescot Parish Church'.

Leigh Local History Society
For further details co�tact the Secretary, Mrs
Norma Ackers (01942 865488).
26 March  'Powys Castle a�d Welshpool',
Evely�  Fi�ch  a�d Norma Ackers.
30 April  A.G.M.
28 May Outi�g  TBA.

Tyidesley & District Historical Society
Meeti�gs are held at Tyidesley Pe�sio�s Club,
Milk  Street, Tyidesley o�  the third Thursday of
the mo�th. E�tra�ce  is FREE.
Further details from the Secretary (01942
893242).

Wigan Archaeological Society
The Society meets i�  the History Shop o�  the
first Wed�esday of the mo�th at 7.30 p.m. New
members are always welcome.
2 April  'Ame�hotep III 1,
Joa��e  Fletcher.
7 May 'The Roma� excavatio� at Walto�-le-
Dale',
Rachael Newma�.
4 June  'Obelisks',
Sta� Ladd.

Wigan Civic Trust
The Trust meets at 7.30 p.m., o�  the seco�d
Mo�day of the mo�th, at the Drumcroo� Arts
Ce�tre, Parso�s Walk, Wiga�.
For further i�formatio�  co�tact A�tho�y
Grimshaw, Secretary (01942 245777)
14 April  'Roadside Care I�itiative',
Theresa Je��i�gs.

Wigan Family History Society
Meeti�gs are �ow  held o�  the first a�d third
Tuesday of the mo�th, at the Spri�gfield Hotel,
Spri�gfield Road, Wiga�.
(N.B. cha�ge of date a�d ve�ue)
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BRILLIANT!
Dear Mr Lowe and Mr
Blakeman,

On behalf of class Y5
I would like to thank you
for giving us a tour of
Wigan Town Hall and the
History Shop. We all
thought that the Council
Chamber in the Town Hall
was brilliant. It was inter
esting to see the civic
regalia. The quiz in the
History shop was good
too. We thought it was
very clever the way books
and newspaper were put
on micro-film. We all
thought that the trip was
so good we decided to
do some work on the trip.

All of us wrote about the
trip and now we are
doing a display of the
trip.

We all would like to say
fhankyoul
Yours sincerely,
Andrew Farrington

Millbrook  Primary
�chool,

Elmfield,
�hevington,

Wigan,
WN6 8DL

• Any teacher wishing Io
arrange a class visit to the
History Shop / �own  Hall
should contact Bob Blakeman
(01942 827580) Ed.

PHOTOGRAPH
WANTED

Dear Sir,
I would like to hear

from a�yo�e livi�g  i�
Atherto� who has memo-
ries or i�  fact photographs
of Arthur Smithies
TYRER who was bom i�
Bag La�e Atherto� o�  23
November 1934. If you
were at school or worked
with Arthur who became
a motor mecha�ic or
possibly have a�y
photographs which I
could have copied
(retur�able of course)
please write to me.
Christi�e Fazackerley, 68
Chapel La�e, Lo�gto�,
Presto�, PR4 5EB. You
may remember his father
was a policema� i�  that 

Eckersley Estate Found -
Well Nearly!
Dear Sir,

Followi�g  you ki�d  publicatio� i�
Past Forward of my request for i�forma -
tio� o� the a�cie�t settleme�t of
ECKERSLEY, I received some fasci-
�ati�g  i�formatio�  from o�e of your
readers. ECKERSLEYS was ide�tified
i�  the year 1350 as a� estate i�  the
a�cie�t  tow�ship of Bedford, to the east
a�d south of the curre�t tow�  of Leigh.
It seems there were �o  adult heirs imme-
diately followi�g  the Black Death of
1349 a�d the wardship of the la�d  was
disputed by �eighbours, so e�ded up
bei�g settled at assizes. What's more, it
�ow  looks like the ECKERSLEY FOLD
out at Tyldesley is actually �amed after
a Bedford Yeoma� farmer, Joseph
Eckersley, who re�ted la�d  there i�  the
late 1700's.

I was greatly excited by this �ews but
frustrated that I could �ot  pass o�  my
tha�ks as the reader who supplied this
i�formatio�  from Joh� Lu��'s  1958 book
o�  Leigh did �ot  ide�tify  himself. As a
co�seque�ce, I am taki�g  this opportu-
�ity  to express my gratitude. I have �ow
reduced my search for the estate to
merely 4 square miles of tow�  a�d cou�-
tryside. What I really �eed to follow up
are a few more clues, like the �ames of
�eighbouri�g  farms which survive today.
Barri�g that, I suppose that there is
always To�y Robi�so�'s Time Team
from the TV!

Tha�kyou agai�.
Ron Eckersley,

3 Townsend Close,
Wyton, Huntingdon,

Cambs,
PE17 2AR.

area. Sadly though,
Arthur a�d his pare�ts are
�ow  deceased.

Tha�ki�g  you i�  a�tic -
ipatio�.
Christine �azackerley,

68 Chapel Lane,
Longton, Preston,

PR4 5EB

Still the
friendliest
Dear Sir.

Although writi�g  from
�earer at ha�d tha� Ms
Smart (Past Forward Issue
14) I would like to e�dorse
her 'Wiga� Folk were the
frie�dliest' a�d ame�d
slightly to 'Wiga�  Folk are
the frie�dliest.'

I got the call to research
my Family History o�ly  a
short time ago a�d it has
already give� me a great
deal of pleasure.

I've met some delightful
people a�d e�cou�tered
much help a�d i�terest
from registrars, libraries
etc. i� ma�y places.
However, i�  Wiga� help
has bee� offered without
a�y prior request, from
ma�y people.

Growi�g up i�
Yorkshire a�d havi�g bee�
bom i�  the cou�ty, it was a
bit of a family joke for dad
(also bom i�  Yorkshire)
a�d I kept quiet about the
fact that mum had bee�
bom i�  Wiga�  (I�ce),  eve�
though the family moved
to Leeds whe� she was
very you�g.

Tha�ks to the local
people of Wiga�  today.

Y. P. Moms,
26 ,\ltcar Lane,

Little  Altcar,  �ormby,
Liverpool, L37 6AX

Working
boat group
needs you

Dear Sir,

Over the May Ba�k
holiday weeke�d (3rd,
4th a�d 5th May) the
wide worki�g  boat group
will be holdi�g a get
together of ex Leeds a�d
Liverpool worki�g  boats
i�  Wiga�, at the ju�ctio�
with the Leigh bra�ch.

The wide worki�g
boat group is a fellow-
ship of people who are
restori�g, or have
restored, old worki�g
boats that worked the
wide waterways of the
�orth of E�gla�d,  a�d
people who have a
historical i�terest i�
them. Also those who
have worked these craft
i�  their former worki�g
days.

The aim of the group
is to promote a greater
aware�ess of the wide
worki�g  boat traditio�s
a�d to foster a co�ti�ua -
tio� of the worki�g
boatma�’s skills.

The get together also
gives the opportu�ity for
some of the ex worki�g
boatme� to meet up a�d
remi�isce about the old
days of boati�g.

If a�yo�e requires
further i�formatio�  they
ca� co�tact me.

J. A. Holden.
48 Marlborough  Road,

Accrington,
Lancashire,
BB5 6AY
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Where?

was
was
and
5th

WE now know that the top three mystery photographs in Past
Forward 14 are all of Roy Turner's bands (apparently there were
about seven in all). These bands were particularly popular in the
1940's. The left-hand photograph shows Roy Turner and the
Barnstormers.

As for the bottom photograph, I cannot remember any other
picture producing such a response! It seems as if half the band
have written in or telephoned. Thanks to all those readers who
have contacted us. Here are just two of the many letters received.

If you can help  identify  these  buildings/streets,  please
contact  Len Hudson  in Leigh  Town  Hall (01942 404432)

Dear Sir,
Firstly the marching

band on the back
cover of Past Forward
14 is the St. Catharine’s
5th Wigan Boys
Brigade. This band
took part in Mayoral
processions during the
war years with a 1 s.6d
lunch at the 'British
Restaurant' for those
who took part. The side
drummer on the 2nd
row, facing the camera,
happens to be me.

A great magazine,
good reading and for
me happy memories.

R. B. Clements,
'Kinder Rood',
Ridge Avenue,

Marple, Stockport,
Cheshire,
SK6 7HJ

In conclusion may I
offer my congratula
tions on a superb quar
terly magazine. It is
always full of articles
which no doubt prove
of great interest to a
wide spectrum of the
reading public.

Once again many
congratulations.

Bill Bithell,
17 Dalbeatie Rise,

Platt Lane,
Whelley,

Wigan,
WN1 3YP

in Scholes, in the
1930's. He formed this
company from the
previously existing
Church Lads' Brigade.
The boys and young
men seen in the pro
cession are probably
members of St.
Catharine's Church
Boys' Brigade. I have
asked an old gentle
man, who was once a
member of this organ
isation in his younger
days, and he seems to
think that the proces
sion is a mixture of
boys from different
churches of the
deanery. They had
probably been atten
ding a function in the
town and were now
marching back to St.
Catharine's Church
in Scholes.

The photograph
was taken some time
during the Second
World War. Evidence of
this is to be found from
the policeman bringing
up the rear of the pro
cession. He can be
clearly seen with the
webbing strap of his
gas mask case draped
over his shoulder.
There are also two fig
ures in military uniform
- one walking along the
pavement and the
other a bugler in the
procession

Dear Sir,
I refer to your

Autumn/Winter 1996,
Issue No. 14 of the
'Past Forward' Mag
azine and in particular
to the back page ‘Who
and Where?' photo
graphs.

The large photo
graph at the bottom of
the page was taken in
Darlington Street, look
ing towards Wigan.
The building which is
just visible on the right
hand edge of the pic
ture is the old Pepper
Mill Brass Foundry.
This building is still in
existence. The one
side of the bridge
which can be seen
behind the procession
is the bridge which car
ries Darlington Street
across the River
Douglas. The old hous
es, barber's shop and
the other business
premises seen in the
background is the site
of the present day new
Magistrates' Court.

As regards the pro
cession, the gentle
man dressed in a dark,
two piece suit with
black forage cap
Harry Lloyd. He
the Captain
founder of the
Wigan Company of
the St. Catharine's
Church Boys' Brigade


