


From the Editor

ONCE again, | must thank
all those readers -
throughout the world! -
who have submitted contri-
butions for publication in
Past Forward. As ever, the
pile of material which has
had to be held over far
outweighs that which has
gone to make up this latest
issue., From my point of
view, of course, this is a
highly satisfactory state of
affairs - so please keep
sending me your contribu-
tions. 1 will do my best to
include them.

As will be seen once
again from this issue, Mrs
fiarjorie Bryden's recoi-
lections of her days in
Hindley and particularly at
Hindley and Abram
Grammar School, have
struck a nostalgic chord
with many readers, | am
delighted to announce that
her memories of primary
school days in Hindley
Green will appear in the
next issue of Past Forward.

As always, my sincere
thanks to all those readers
who have taken the trouble
to write and express their
views - I'm delighted to say
99% complimentary - on
Past Forward. Incidentally,
the newsletter was short-

listed for the Library
Association T C Farries
Public Relations and

Publicity Awards. The
results were announced at
a very impressive cere-
mony at the House of
Commons, and although
we did not actually win one
of the coveted awards,
there's always next
YEaAl..iaaeaanana. My thanks to

everyone who has
contributed in any way to
the success of this
venture.

F.

All comments and
correspondence should
be addressed to:

Editor, '‘Past Forward’,

Wigan Heritage Service,
Market Suite,

The Galleries

Wigan WN1 1PX

A TRIBUTE TO
LEN MARSDEN

JUST as this edition
went to press we received
news of the untimely
death of Len Marsden on
Sunday 6 July. | first met
Len shortly after moving
to Wigan 11 years ago,
and was impressed by his
energetic and systematic
approach to family history
research, from which he
soon put together a beau-
tifully documented pedi-
gree of the Marsdens. He
was at the same time
establishing Wigan Family
History Society, which
has since grown to be an
active and friendly group,
having close T links wWith
the Archives Service and
the History Shop.

Tony Blair -
a Wigan

Despite poor health =
Len gave much of his time c{)nnectlon
1o, aiiere Sk ts";': TONY BLAIR'S grandmother,
MY = Augusta  Mary Bridson of

page 13 for mention of his
transcription project), and
voluntary work in the
wider community, in-
cluding personal coun-
selling. My abiding
impression of him will be
his large presence at a
study table, making notes
or transcripts in his neat
italic hand, smiling and
quietly giving help to
others.

Besford Court, Worcestershire,
had a great aunt, Emily Susan
Bridson, who married, in 1863,
Henry Woodcock of Wigan, The
Woodcocks were an influcntial
Wigan family in the 19th century.
Thomas Woodcock founded the
Wigan Bank in 1792, and Henry
Woodcock was Mayor of Wigan
in 1858, His residence was Bank
House, which stood near the site
of the present Trinity United
Reformed church i Wigan Lane.
{Thanks o Grr_tf;f Halliwell for
bringing this marricge (o our
afteniiarn).

Our sympathy goes to
his widow, Dorothy, family
and many friends.

N.W.

Cover: Wigan has long
begn an impartant place in the
world of wrestling. Perhaps the
angins of wresthng in the town
lay in the practice of "purnng”,
a kind of fighting in which the
chiglt methods were throttling
and kicking. At races, fairs and
ether public occasions 'purming
contests’ were witnessed by
large crowds, wntil they were
banned by the authonlies.

One of the [ast purring contests
ook place at the rear of the
Miltstone Inn in Wigan Lane in
1912, However, by that time big
money wreslhing matches were
drawing the crowds in Wigan,

Among the local wrestlers was
Jim Fosler, the Pemberton
middieweight who worked as a
collier. One of Jim Fosler's most
memorable matches took place
at Central Park in 1908 belore a
crowd of 2,500, Fosler and his
opponent Joe Garroll wres!led
for no less than 75 minutes
wilhout either being able to
throw the other, and the match
was declared a draw

Wigan's most famous wrestler
was, perhaps, Billy Riley (see
cover). He began his wrestling
career at 14, and four years
later fought a draw with Jackie
Burns, the Bbanlamweight
Champion of Engtand. in 1914
Riley became middleweight
champion of England, and in
the same year went to America
where he wan the world title,

More recently Wigan wrestlers
have trained al the late Billy
Riley’s gym In Whelley and Ted
Beliey's gym at Winwick.
Wresllers such as Neil Maxwell
who, in 1988, had the distinc-
tion of being the youngest
wirestler selected for the Brtish
senior  team  thal  visited
Belgwum, and Shane Rigby who
was recently British Champion
at 74 kilos, continue the tradi-
tion

HERITAGE SERVICE CONTACTS IN
WIGAN AND LEIGH

Wigan

Market Suite, The Galleries-

Heritage Services Monager (end Editor of Post Forward)

Al Toighithe=c IR SRRl d B (01942) 827375
................................................................................... e FOX: (01942) 827371

History Shop-

Visitor Services Monager PAIlip BUNer......voooovcooveooceo oo (01942) B27594
Eduration and Outrench Monoger {and Loal History, West) Bob Blakeman (01942) 827580
Collections Development Manager Yvonae Webb........ooovii (01942) 628123

Heritage Olficer {Industrial History) Alike Hoddon ......oooooovvvoconon .. (01942) 828121
Heritage Officer (Sacich Histary) Bawi Wadswort ..o.vveeceveeceoccveoreressess s sesesessesssessssseasis
{temporary replacement) Jennifer McCarihy... .(01942) 828124
Heritage Assistont Hifory Foirclough ..o e (01942) 828122
Bathoro Miller o A01947) 828177
Heritoge Assistant Stephorie T50RG ..o cmiiicsicoiimnicensosiiasenrsinc A01942) 828172
Fax: {01942) 827645

Lota] History enguiny doski. .o i mimisiniccionssesststsasssissessasasssssssoos {01942) 828020

Herilnna Assistant

Wigan Pier-

Technicion Deaise BEFIE ... meesseomencesesmnmessnereeenrernerneesnee A 019421 404430
Leigh

Archives, Town Hall-

Heritoge Officer {Archives) Hicholos Webh...vvvocciooce {01942) 404430

S e e 0 e e e (01942) 404432

Turnpike Cenire, Leigh Library-

Heritage Officer {Local History) Tomy Asheroft....vooerooooi 1 01942) 404559

If you have an enquiry, and are not sure who the most oppro-
priute person is to contact, please ring the History Shop,
Library Street, Wigan. WH1 1NU {01942 828128).
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MANY readers will not be
aware that, at the turn of
the century, Wigan was
one of the main centres of
world class wrestling.
These splendid
pictures are from some
recently printed plates in
the Heritage Service's
extensive photographic
collection. Thought to be
from the studios of
'Cooper of Wigan', these
photographs of local
heroes were taken to be
made into postcards for
sale to fans.
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LANGTON

Argdnt tiree Clirverons ciles,

The de Hinvleys
and v¢ Culcheths

CULCHETH of Culcheth. Argemt
an cdgle suble preying on an
mifant swaddled gules banded or

The fascinating story of two ancient manorial families

THE lives of the de Hindleys whose manorial
lands lay just outside Wigan were linked closely
with those of the de Culcheth family of
Warrington for more than 500 years. In addition,
in the feudal era the territory at Aspull belonged
in part to both families, and over time was owned

completely by one or the other.

As well as their shared
interest in land and timber-
framed property, the two
families were united when
the four sons of Hugh de

Hindley were married to the
four daughters of Gilbert de
Culcheth 1n a single cere-

mony.

FAMILY HISTORY
RESEARCHING

Telephone 01942 494705
(24 hr. Answering Machine)

Births Marringes/Deaths 1837-1980
L£25 per Item Researched Includes Cerntificate

Ancestor Trees Made Up From Above Information
Presented in Personalised Binder
£15 per Binder

Kinship Repons & Calendar of Birthdays
Can Be Included In Presentation Binder

Pre 1837 & 1980 + Baptisms/Marriages/Burials
&
Other Information Can Possibly Be Rescarched
I'rices on Application

The de Hindley's ancient land
entitlement was given under the
feudal system, when the Crown
bestowed  large  lracts (o
noblemen, who in tum divided
their portions between chosen
knights in exchange for military
service in Umes of war. The
following passage was docu-
mented carly in the 13th century:

"Swein, son of Leofwin, held
the Bumhull share, and gave it to
a cenain Gospatic in  free
mamage; in 1212 Roger the son of
Gospatnic held this portion. Two
oxgangs were at the same time
held by Adam de Hindley "of
ancient feoffment” . . . . another
half ploughland was held by
Roben de Hindley, son of Raben

{Victoria History of Lancasiire p. 106)

The lands of the de Hindleys
and the de Culcheths, with their
manors about eight miles apart,
were originally within the bound-
aries of the royal demesne of
Newton, later transferred 10
Makerfield. The shire of
Lancaster was  divided into
Hundreds in medieval times,
there  being six  Hundreds
between the rivers Ribble and
Mersey, including  that  of
Makerfield.  This word was
adopted because 100 fighting

men were expected to enlist when
necessary from such an area,
while 10 men were required from
a tithing.

Lancaster was

governed then by a sheriff, a
name which evolved from the
words "shire reeve".

"Hindley was one of the 15
berewicks of the royal manor of
Newton before the Conguest . . .
and continued to form part of the
fee of Makerfield "

( Victarria Histary of Lancashire p, 1K)

The church of St. Oswald at
Winwick, in Makerlield, the
church of the de Hindleys, minis-
tered to, and also loosely
governed, a  dozen nearby
medieval communities in the
north-west of England in the
Celtic tradition, though the feudal
and parish boundaries did not
always coincide. King Oswald
himself was cducated at the
Columban community of lona,
and was said to have ruled wisely
his province of Northumbria,
which before the Norman
Caonguest included Lancashire,

St. Qswald’s Church s
mentioned in the Doomsday
Book, but it is not known how
many years before 1086 it had
existed. The entry which
follows, from William the
Conqueror's comprehensive
survey, mentions  the land
measurement “carucate” - the
arey a team of oxen could plough
IN i season;

=

a s =

Winwick CHURCH.

St Ouwald's, Winwick, near Warrington, o 19240,



|

"In Newetony, |, . there were
live hides, and one of these was
in the demesne. The church of
the same manor had one carucate
of land, and Smnt Oswald of the
same vill had two carucates of
land frec of everything "

{Demescduy book, JO56 A 1)

The 19h century historian,
T.G. Rylands was of the view that
King Oswald humsell estabhished
the Winwick church in the 7th
century before he was killed in
battle, and Sir Peter Leyeaster,
William Beamont and William
Baines also subscribed 1o that
view, However, the people of
Oswestry conlend that the King
was killed in Shropshire, Writing
less than a eentury afier Oswald's
death, Bede declared:

"Oswald was slain in the field
in a eruel baule by the same
Paynim Kmg of the Marchmen by
whom his  predecessor King
Edwin had been Killed, in o place
which, in the tongue of the
English, is called Maserfelth, in
the 38th year of his age.

Note: ldentificd with
Oswestry, but Oswestry is an
unlikely place for a battle between
Northumbrians and Mercians.”
(Fistaricol Works Vol L p. 369 Ven. fedr)

By the reign of Henry | at the
beginning of the 12th century the
Normans had reached the north
of England, and had inter-
married  with  the indigenous
communitics.  Many of these
were Celts, as Anglo Saxon
control came late in the old
Newton Hundred, where many
Celtic names such as Makerficld
survive. By the tme another 100
years had passed. most of the
north-west not covered by forest
or mossland had been divided
and bestowed upon a number of
influential knights,

The de Hindley’s and the de
Culcheth's land entitlements were
both secured through this feudal
chain of power. Whereas the de
Hindley's overlord was Roger de
Gospatnic, the de Culcheths were
subject to William de Boteler, Like
the de Hindley record, given above,
the emtry regarding Hugh de
Culcheth mentions the year 1212,
which may indicate that there had
been a census in that year:

“In 1212 Hugh, son of Gilbert,
held the manor by knight's
service of Baron de Boteler as
four ploughlands, paying four
marks a year.”

{Yictoria History of Loncs. po 156)

This Hugh called his son after
his paternal grandfather.  The
young Gilbert was “killed 1n
1246 by unknown malefactors”
anly four years afler he had

inhicrited Culcheth LG,
leaving his wife and four small
daughters. As married women
then were not permitied to own
property, the manorial lands were
held in trust for the little girls -
Margery, Elizabeth, Ellen and
Joan, who became wards of court
in the care of Baron Boteler.

A few years later, de Boteler
gave Hugh de Hindley the right
to arrange the girls' marnages. In
the feudal era women from
landed families were treated with
custamary gu.f].‘ln,!_r)' 1 an attempt
1o mask the injustice of curtailed
freedom. Very  conveniently,
Hugh was able to produce four
stalwarn suitors in the shape of his
four sons! In due course, there-
fore, the de Hindley young men
requested the hands in marnage
of the girls, and were accepred. [t
would have been possible 1o
avoid an arranged union by the
payment of a substantial fine, but
no dissenting vorces were raised,
so it would appear that the eight
were happy with the partners
Hugh had chosen for them.

The witnesses "o the granting
to Hugh de Hindley of the
marriages of the heirs of Gilbernt
de Culcheth”, were recorded as;
Lord Radulf, Henry de Tyldesley,
Roger de Sankey, Thurston de
Holland and Robert de Lawton,

So  Richard de Hindley
married Margery, Adam  was
united with Elizabeth, Rober
with Ellen and Thomas with
Joan, Hugh de Hindley remained
overlord of his manor near
Wigan, while the Culcheth terri-
tory was divided into four, and
the four young men legally
acquired the newly-bounded
lands of Culcheth. Peasfurlong.
Risley and Holeroft, and built
new manor houses on the last
three,

After the muluple ceremony
had been celebrated, records
show that over the years propeny
frequently passed between the
linked families. [n 1298 another
Gilbert de Culcheth (there were
several of the same name)
granted another Hugh de Hindiey
all his manor for Life, with ong
half to his wife Beatrice for life
should she survive  ham.
Unmarmied women and widows
could inhent property. Then, in
1338, another Gilbert granted to
Gilbert his son his corn mills
Hindley, "and all his purt in the
waler of  Glazebrook and
Bailisdene in Hindley.”

The following is taken from u
legal document dated 1345:

“No. 23 - a grant by Gilbert
the father to his son Gilbert and
Joan of the manor of Hindley,
with remainders o the children,

Cecily, John and William ., . .
Eight wears later a  similar
surrender of the manor of
Hindley was made by the son.
and Gilbert the father agreed to
find his son a house, horse, and
attendunt, fittng his rank

(Ve taraa Hhistory of Luncashire, p 1570

Nearly a century later, in
1448, Thomas and  Alice
Culcheth leased to their son
George the manor house of
Hindley for a rent ol £4 135, 4d,
allowing sufficient timber to
repair the house and the mill:
The houses of affluent families
were mainly constructed of wood
until the [6th century, while arti-
sans used timber in thewr houses
for a longer time.

Hindley Manor would scem
then to have passed to a family
called Langton, through
marriage, because in 1528 the
son of Gilbert Langton msisted in
court that he was the sole lord of
the manor of Hindley and had
built some coltages on account of
the multiplying of the people, and
had left sufficient pasture for the
other tenants. Robert Langton
inherited the manor at the age of
26, and n 1628 lus grandson
Abraham was fined becavse he
was a recusant, The Parbament
of 1652 sold his estate on the
grounds of treason.

Abraham's san. Philip. was

tricd in 1694 for participation in
the Lancashire Flot, perhaps not
surprisingly. as harsh or intol-
crant treatment tends to create
rebels and more intelerance. The
de Culcheths  also remaned
attached to the old religion after
the Reformation. and suffered the
sequestration of  their estate.
However, their fortunes improved
afier the Restonition:

The last Lanzdon died without
children in 1733, leaving Hindley
Manor 10 nephews called Pugh,
after which it was acguired by the
Duke of Bndgewaier The
Culcheth moiety descended o
Thomas Culcheth. who died 1+
vears later ar his manar house.
The descendiunts of the other
three Hindley sons and their
families also continued tw live
their manor houses until the 18th
century.  Some members of the
Holeroft branch were courtiers in
Tudor times and Parliamentary
heroes during the Civil Warz the
Risleys were phulunthropists and
acadermic  dissentery: and the
Peasfurlong family reverted to
the name of Jde Hindley, and
finally through marmmige merged
with the influential Radeliffes,
Earls of Sussex.

©) Rosemary Keery

@ Rosemany Keery isalso the avthar
of "Historie Culeherh’, avalable fram
the History Shop ut £6.50

BOB DOBSON
“Acorns”

3 STAINING RISE,
STAINING,

Tel. (01253) 895678

BOB DOBSON

Publisher and Book Dealer

LANCASHIRE
YORKSHIRE & CHESHIRE

[ deal in secondhand books relating to these
counties: | appreciate quotations: I search for
books: 1 issue lists. I buy quantities of other
books: I organise Secondhand Book Fairs
throughout the North West — Send for details. |
want to publish Lancashire-interest books.

BLLACKPOOL FY3 0BU.
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SILK weaving was introduced into the Leigh and
Lowton area by 1827. This was brought about by

a stirike of the

weavers

working for the

Manchester firm of J. Occleton, in protest against
a reduction in their wages. The firm sent blackleg
labour to the area to teach those who were already
engaged in the cottage industry of fustian

weaving, the art of silk weaving, a more delicate
operation, which they soon mastered.

Work was setat a rate of pay
Vizd below the rate previously
paid in Manchester, but to the
weavers of Lowlon this was a
great advance on the amount they
had been accustomed 1o receive.
A report at the tme states:-

“Notwithstanding that it was
mtroduced here at reduced prices
it was soon observed that many
hundreds of the inhabitants of
Leigh and district appeared 1o

erive a good deal of benefit from
the silk weaving, for in a short
perod of tme a mutenul change,
both as regards their personal
appearance in dress. und the
obtaining of the necessities of life
was visible to all the people in the

neighbourhood

As the improved standard of
living among the silk weavers
became known more and more
fustian weavers lumed 1o silk. The
census returns for 1841, 1851 and
1861 show that the couage
imdusiry of silk weaving  was
predominant in Lowton, In [841
out of a total population of 1,487,
330 were working on sifk,

Eventually there were a suffi-
cient number of silk weavers on
the market for unscrupulous
cmployers to begin  cutting
wages, The system of making
deductions from the weavers
wige for poor workmanship was
widely abused. and "unjust abate-

ments” were made on the most
frivolous of pretexts, even for
returning work late, when the
weaver in the first place had been
farced to wait for the supply of
wefl.

In the early 1840 the averape
carmings of the weavers were
miserably low, being no more
than 10s. a week, out of which
they paid a bobbin wander 209 -
25%, leaving their nett carning
little more than 7s. per week., A
little: meat and white bread at
weekends was a luxury which
only & few could afford - no
wonder that some of the weavers
became embittered revolution-
aries, auributing the cuuse of
their plight to the introduction of
machinery. Some of them joined
the Chanist Movement, a section
of which went about the district
demanding the stoppage of mills
which were tiking their work,
sometimes threatening o draw
the salety plugs from the stcam
boilers.

For taking purt in this extreme
measure, on of the Lowlon
weavers, George Bellamy, was
arrested and sent o prison for 12
months. At this time the unrest in

Arwark on the bobbin winder = foom in hackground

e

Weaving in Lowton, <
== 1827 to 1910 ==

the villuge was considered by the
authorities to be so threatening
that a curfew was introduced,
warning people to be home and
all lights out by 8 p.m.

Most of the villagers who
were fighting for better wages
were very poor, few were able 1o
read and many subscribed 1/2d,
each, weekly, to purchase a news-
paper, which at the time cost 8d.
During the week subscribers
congregated inone or other of the
cottages to hear the news read
aloud by a reader; the subject
matter would then be discussed,
and no doubt a decision taken on
further action. It 1s thought that
the Round House on Newton
Road was one of the cottages
used for these weekly readings: a
local farmer named Adamson
wits reputed 1o be the reader.

A nuimber of local gentlemen
took up the weavers' cause and
some cases were tried in the
magistrates  court under the
Arbitration Act which allowed
the magistrates o fix a minimum
wiige to be paid, but this only led
to the wictimisation of the
weavers concerned, who were
then put out of work altopether.

For the next 20 years the
coltage industry carmicd on in
much the same way and a few
factories were built, but the silk
trade was very susceptible to the
ebb and flow of the market trends,
so that when the French Treaty of
1860 lifted the duty on imporied
French silk some hud to close
down. [t is surpnising that, in
these conditions, the hind loom
weaving of silk persisted until the
end of the century.

The following interesting article
appeared in the Leiph Chronicle on
& November 1907

“Many years ago Lowton had a
great reputation for handloom silk
weaving, the Lowton weavers
being considered 10 have no supe-
niors in the country. Almost every
cottage was without 4 back door,
the back kitchen being occupied by
the loom and spinning wheel,
Times have oreatly changed since
then, and instcad of there being
between 300 and 400 handloom

=



“The Pink Cottaye”, 107 Newton Read, Leowtenr, was the liome of Mrs, Manf, She
wemee He f{hrpl't'r'g’ .rgl"urﬂ' cdoidi tre B avovery i Lovceom fn $900 Feer foose and

ner nnkarenvn, The honse was denolished i 1951,

weuvers in the willage there are
now only about four, of which two
are at present working, In a shady
bye-lane not far from Lowton St
Mary's railway bridge, lives Mrs.
Smith, one of the few survivors
who follow the old industry. She
is still hale and hearty although
verging on her 73rd barthday. and
has been winding or weaving for
upwards of 65 years. Her invalid
daughicr, who is an expert hand-
loom weaver when her strength
permits, lives with her. The loom,
which is well aver 100 years old,
for 1t belonged to Mrs. Smith's
grandfather, 15 still in wse, and
along with the old spinning wheel
takes up a good pant of the Kitchen.
Mrs, Smith, who has a retentive
memory, speaks with enthusiasm
about the pood old days when the
hum and whirr of the loom was
heard in almost every cottage. and
when work was done for such then
noted Leigh fioms as Walkers,
Taylors, and Le Maros. Mr. Joseph
Gregory is the only one who lets
out and takes in handloom weaving
nowadays, and the matenal woven
are usually serges, which he sends
out to the neighbourhood of
London. Itappears that there are
now only seven handloom weavers
within a radius of fen miles, and
last  August these  were  all
photographed together, along with
Mr. Gregory. Many people inter-
ested in the old industry oecasion-
ally call at Mrs. Smith's house 1o
see the loom,”

A census of the handloom
weavers in Lowton in 1865 states,

out of a population of 2,384, 487
were stll working: sienificantly it
says 52 had recently left the busi-
ness, and by the end of the century
very few remained, The last picce
af silk to be woven in Lowton was
by Mrs. Marsh of "The Pink”
Cottage, 167, Newton Road,
Lowton. The year was 1910, Her
loom was given to the town of
Leigh und for many yeuars was on
show at Pennington Hall; sadly
today no one knows its where-
sibouts,

It is wvery interesting to
compare the populations of
Lowten and Golborne during the
19th century when the cottage
industry of fustiun  weaving,
(fustian is a mixture of cotton or
wool and flax woven together to
make a hard wearing eloth) was
giving way 1o silk weaving,
which alse declined as the indus-
trial revolution of the country
progressed. During that period
only one small cotton mill was
built i Lowion, about 1850,
whereas in Golborne there were
at least two cotton mulls and a
paper  mill. The Golborne
Colliery was opened in 1880 and
several pit shafis had been sunk
at Edge Green years before, but
there is no evidence that a shaft
wus ever sunk in Lowton. In later
years an lron Foundry and
Chocolate Factory were in busi-
ness in Golborne.  The 1able
below shows the obvious effect
on the population of the 1wo
townships.

© M. Worsley

Pop. in 1801 I8 1821 1831
Lowton T402 1647 1965 2374
Golhorne 962 1111 13H) 1532
Fop.in 1901 1911 1921 193]
Lowtorr 2964 3429 3742 31857
Gaolthorne 6789 6931 7183 732)

1841
2150
1657
1941

1861
2384
2776
1961
4076
963

1871
2044
3688

1581 1491
2357 2637
4502 5601

1851
2140
1910
1951
3377
7529

Tedeny' the poputations of botl are much larger bt none of the industries

meaticned alvnve have survived.

Mes, Muarparet Tuvlor ( 19249) t{f:‘jﬁ Sevwtomt Readad, Eeonvtenr, Her vottare fuid i ene.
oo shop, Stie fimshed weaving in 1900 and samples of lier work atdl e,




ADTYI T I
ANLIVU L

TRIGGERED
OFF
PERSONAL
MEMORIES

DearSir

A FEW days ago |
received Issue No. 13 of
your Pust Fonvard maga-
zine and have thoroughly
mussazed my npostalgia
syslerm ever singe.

Emie Tabemer’s anicle
about Woolies trggered
oif a whole pot pourmn of
pemonal memones as thae
section of Wigan wwn
folds for me, after many
of the happiest maments
of my life at my beloved
Cemiral Park, my mast
vivid connecuons  with
Wigan stself, all collected
within a very shon time in
my early wens.

Down that one side of
Stapdishgate there was
Woolics. Marks: &
Spencer and the
Rendezvous  restaurant.
Lower down there was a
high class confectioner
by the name of, | think,
Minelbergers. and
beyond that, a butchers
shop. rather large, by the
name of Williams,

In 1932, at the uge of
14, these names bBecame
houwsehold  for  me.
Woolies was somewhere
to go out of the rain, and
even it the ceiling price of
6d. (242p) my budpet
limited the tour of the
store to nothing further
than a wide-cyed sunveil-
Lunce of the displays.

Marks and Sparks was
a little "up-market”, with
the added attraction of
one stall assistant, guite a
bit older thun 1 but with a
sort of G uty
which. on  hindsight,
might have oozed the first
sign of sap in my adoles-
cent bole. [ doubt if |
would ever huve had the
courage to speak to her,
even af | had possessed
the money with which to
mike o purchase. She
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woent and married one of
my old boyhood friends
and last ime 1 heard from
them  they owned a
jewellers shop i Bumley.

Mittelberoers came o
littde later. when [ had
learmed 1o discern
between good and excel-
lent vonfectioneny.

I LEoup the
Rendezvous  restaurant
and Williams the buichers
by virtue of a somewhat
tenuous link. My father
weas  Assistant Manager
over the whole arca of
Park  Luan¢  Friendly
Cooperative  Sociely’s
Stores. and had warned
me On AUMerous occa-
sions @ keep out..., or
else. But one afternoon in
1932, | thought T would
huve o go at the cleaning
of the Berkel bacon slicer
mn the local Co-op shop in
Garswood, apposite
where 1 hived at the time.

Just a1 had seen Bill

Bentham. the muanager,
perform with a boning
knife. It was =oon
patently obvious that |
was totally 1znorant of the
essentiol rules - after only
hull a wrn of the oper-
ating wheel. | had been
denuded of three. nearly
four. fingers! Via a most
circuilous route, | armived
at Wiean Infirmary where
& repair job was done and
consequently my weekly
attendunces as an oultpa-
tient arrunged. Dunng my
very first week as an QP
[ was gequainted with o
young lud who had met a
similar fate though not., |
would hasten to add. in
quite so clinical a route,
He had lost three fingers
I a sausage machine at
Wilhums butehers. | seem
to remember  that  his
name was Topping.
These weekly visits o

Wigan Infirmary were
marathon events, scem-
ingly for  everyone

concerned, many hours
being consumed in the
mnterests of a five minute
tonsultation. For many
weeks, for me, it would
mean leaving Garswood
on the 8.30 a.m. train and
returime = e S n iy
After a few wecks, my
mwiother, who had been
accompanying me at the
cost of forsaking a house-
hold of 11 members.
thought that I could be
trusted to venture into the
great wide expanses of
Wigan and thus, T was
provided with the where-

From a Leigh Fourth, Third
and Second Projectionist

Dear Sir

FURTHER 1w the
article on  the Repal
Cinema. Leigh. in Past
Forvard 15, 1'm alrmid 1
cait only idennfy onc
persan in the pholo of
May 1954 - which you
correctly name as Ken
Brown (back row, right),
whom 1 knew well from
my carly days at the
cinerm,

1 left  school at
Christmas 1942, swariing
my Tlirst job as Fourth
Projectionist (the *Gofor’
lad) ecarly in January
1943, In those days the
Projectionists were classi-
ficd as: Ist or Chief
Projectionist - in this case
Mr. Cecil Wilson, 2nd
Projectionist Mr, Frank
Williams of Astley, 3rd
Projectionist Mr.
Raymond  Reeves of
Westleigh, then myself,
whose job it was (o
rewind cach reel of [ilm as
it came off the projector,
play the old 78 R.PM,
records on what was then
known as the "Non-Syne’
ta double record player as

it would be known taday).
I would occasionally
operate  the duoal shde
projector, and operate the
house  and  proscenium
lights. During the morn-
ings, work would consist
of preparing programmes,
cleaning machines,
swilchrooms cic. - except
on Thursday mornings
when it was my pleasant
duty to take the records
back to Birchalls shop on
Bradshawgate, and
choose six new records
for the coming wecek.

In those days (10 a.m.
to 10 p.m,, and later), our
Manager was Mr. Fred
Tatton - always immacu-
fate  during  evening
performances in his dress
sutt, He was a gentleman,
but was strict when the
occasion demanded it |
remember one evening
about 9 p.m., when he
caught  me  walking
through the foyer with o
cardboard box containing
our supper of fish and
chips from the chippy
across the road for the
lads in the projection

withal - TWO whaole
shillings (10p).
With  hindsight. she

probably had in mind u
sum comprising train fare
at 4d. return, bus (or was
it tram) up to Wigan
Infirmary, 11/2d (twice),
something  to eat -
perhaps a meat and polato
pic in Dicky Lee's, plus a
cup of 1ea - grand total 6d,

Possible change, 11d
(4'42p).

Nothing of the kind!
Young Smith was

consumed with the idea
of eating in & restaurant
with the added possibility
of being secn  either
entering or leaving the
Rendezvous by someone
he Knew (or perhaps her
from Marks and Sparks!)
and s0 the seal was sel -
at least until the heat was

applied  later at the
accountant’s  meeting
Ever the  matriarch,

mother, thodgh not by any

means  articulate,  was
extremely adept at
explaining  right  from

wrong - a smile meant
that you had got away
with something, a
“scutch”, as she preferred
to call it, most definitely
and painfully impressed
upon the miscreant that
all was not right. Facial
contact with a dolly-tub
pickled hand in full flight
15 not 10 be recom-
mended,  especially  if
accompanied by a falsetto
seream.  “ONE  AND
THREEPENCE (6p) IN
A CAFLE - JUST WAIT
TILL. YOUR DAD
COMES IN, MI LAD.”

One of my several
elder sisters didn't help.
She was grammar school
you kpow, sticking her

e *

molty in - ugain, “An it
isn't  Rendez-vus,  it's

Rawndi-voo.”

Looking forward 1o
the next issuc of Puast
Forward,

J. H. Smith,

108 Worcester Lane,

Sutton Coldfield,

West Midlands,
BB75 5N}

room. He didn't hall chew
mie oft u strip for stinking
out the foyer, and then
pracecded Lo telephone
the Chief Operator and
bend his ear somewhat,
From then on, the loyer
was 4 no-go area for the
likes of me - but it didn't
prevent us sneaking our
chips m by another
devious route!

For a young lad of 14,
however, the real high-
lights were the regular
war-lime Sunday evening
stage shows in aid of the
War Report. Most of the
top stars of stage and
screen performed there,
sometimes for a second or
even third time, plus big
name bands such as Joe
Loss, Mantovani, the
Squadronaires ctc. One of
the  most  popularly
requested was the huge
band of the Manchester
Regiment - always
playing to a full house.
The atmosphere on these

occasions  was  reaily
something - simalar, 1
would imagine, W a

London first night perfor-
mance. The public really
appreciated these shows,
and we, who were respon-
sible for stage and spot-
lighting, c¢njoyed the
‘Showbiz"  atmosphere
tremendously - although
the extra (unpaid) work
involved another full day
getting things ready.

My wage at that time
was 27s5.6d. per week -
piven over on Fridays to
mother, who then gave
me back the odd 7s.6d.
for bus fares and lunches
during the week, Once a
week we would splash out
on a meal in the British
Restaurant at the back of
the Palace Cinema which
could cost as much as
15.6d., including sweet,
{72p. 1 think),

But at the end of
1943, 1 left the Regal and
started work as Third
Projectionist at what was
1o become my second
home - the Bedford
Picturedrome in Chapel
Street at the huge wage of

=



! continued from page 8 |
295.6d. per week. This was a
modest increase, but at least it
was going in the right direction.
Incidentally, I really leamed o do
the job properly here, from a first
class Chief Projectiomist, Mr
Vincent Hindley, who lived in
Hurst Street. Filim breakdowns
were practically unknown, and
the sound system was superb.
Even here at this liule 750 seat
cinema, we held Sunday evening
live concerts in aid of the war
effort - not with such famous stars
as entertained at the Regal, but
nevertheless, well known local
archestras. bands and artists, whao
also attracted full houses. The
qualily of projection was so good
that, in 1946, the cinema owner,
Mr. Tod Kelly, was approached 1o
see if he would allow his cinema
1o be used for moming film trade
shows = at that time only carmied
oul by top Manchester Cuy
Cenire cinemas. He declined as
he feli the extra work load on his
staff would have been too much
(we were already runming three
changes of show per week, plus
Saturday Children’s Matinee).
Sull, we all felt it was 4 great
honour to have been selected.

Called up for Nanonal Service
in February 1947 {and by this
time Second Projectionist), and
after serving in Germany with my
regiment, | took over a job
showing training films during the
day and entertainmeni films in
the evening at a R E. training
school of agriculture for officers
and other ranks who were due 10
be demobbed, On my own demob
in March 1949, [ took up my old
job again at the Bedford Cinema,
until marriage and relatively low
wages made a move out of the
industry a must, But [ still feel
that those days working in the
cinema trade, although with very
un-sociable hours, were the
‘good old days' - people then
took the trouble to wash, chanpe
into decent clothes, and aciually
go through the door for their
‘evening of magie’.

Continued success 1o a great
rublication,

Wilf Waterworth,

235 Leigh Road,

Leigh.
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< INTERESTING LETTER FROM A

‘DOWN UNDER’ 89 YEAR OLD

Dear Sir
| AM sure you will be interested in
a copy of the letter | received from
a reader of Past Forward living in
Australia!

Les is now 89 years old and |
remember him as a G.PO.
"Messenger Boy"  (delivering
telegrams!) and his father as a full
blown postman. | am row 81, and
so remember many of the charac-
ters that Les refers to in his letter.

Following this letter he phoned
me last month from his home
address to enguire whether he
could have FPast Forward sent
direct by Air Mail tc Australia, and
he waould pay all such postage for
this quarterly in advance. | did
mention that it would be expensive,
but he felt that to send it by boat
would take too long - such is the
enthusiasm of one of your readers!

Friends in Wigan recently sent
mie Past Forward No. 13 Sumumer
‘96, also photos of Wigan Fier
and a rin aof Uncle Joe's Mint
Balls (Sarrus).

I weis born in 1908 in Charfes
Streer. Gaolborne. I went 1o
Churcli School  and  Tomuny
Southern was Head Master.

I 1913 or 1914, the Blacking
Mill in Barn Lane burned down.
The Fire Brigade galloped frem
Wigaw. Yes gpalloped.... as it was
horse drawn then! Later it was
rebuils and nsed by Billy Willcock
of Harmvey Lane for fixing second
hared cars.

Not much happened thar |
remember in World War I, except
grrr'ng 1o thie Favilion Citiere in
Tanners Lane. Clicaries Wheelun
was Manager It was known as
“The Bug Opera” ... ld. Rush
Silents of course, My sister Amy
plaved the piane there. Then in
918 when the Arnunstice was
signed, the whistles ar Browns
Couon Mill, {later Harbens) and
Golborne Pit told us the news.
Then in June 1919, peace was
signed. We lhad a procession
through the streer and finished up
i Tomn Tuelly's field iv Betrn Lane.
The Golborne Urban District
Council gave school children a
Peace (::rp e A e g1l Lol mine.

I started work ar Golborne
Post Office (Mr. & Mrs, Beazlev)
in March 1922, [ was then 1342
yeary old.

We gor electricity in Golhorme
in the mid 1920'c because it was
needed by Harbens 1o make
Viscose Silk. Golborme Council
Offices were then in Worsley
Streer and the  Library was
behind Colborne Prinring
("r].rn.pml_\' on  the cormer of
Worsley and Heath Streets,

When [ started work, the
Postimen were Cobbler Baob,
FPercy Marsh, Billy Dunply,
Teddy Westhead and Billy Hill,
my fatlier, Dad delivered Edge
Green Lane, Asfiton Road, Wigan
Eoaed I Swellbrow chaied
Lightshaw Hall Furm - quite a
fong wealk. Bilfy Dunply and his
wife Agnes and 10 children
mugraied fo Australia - a few at a
time - in the 19507, I met them
all as they arrived.

Wit dim Greenhauwgh, Mr.
Bailey and myself, we ran the
Scoiut Troup, bur | had o give it ep
when [ joined the RAFE Iivonder
if any of the ex-scours remember
us taking them on a Scour Camp
i Porirush, Northern Treland in
1935, Fwas tn the RAF early 1940
to Christnas 1943, then back o
Postman it Golborie until April
1949 when swe  sailed  from
Liverpool for Mellrourne on the
"Georgic”,

I have met ex-Golborners
here. Kenneth Hill, son of the
painter, 93 High Street and Bert
Pilling, the Butcher’s across from
Hill Painrers. Bert came and el
a couple of weeks ftere with ws. [
heard recent!y that lre had dived.
I the 1920°s Tom Hunr lad a
Shoe Shop an the corner of High
Streer and Police Streer. He
emigrated o New Zealand and
then sent for Alice Walmesley af
75 Heatl Streer. They married i
New Zealand and sent for her
sister, Lois. T was over in New
Zealand  and  having  their
addresses in Wellington, I looked
them np, All the conversation wes
abour  Golborne. We pet u
Christmas Card vach year from
them - Alice is ubonr 93 years old
by nowe | forpon o tell vau that i
the 1920's there weren't many
cars - the only petrol was ar
Starkey's C}'dr Sfmp rext ter Afeit
Spidvs Pab, then Boly Buarreny in
Lowton Road Stirred selling
RO.F Russian il Produces
Is. 11 per gallon.

Doy e of vou older Gelborriers
remember  dhese  charucters
Hesketlt the Clemisi, Thurston
Fernes the Newsagens, Muagpie
Scuthern Cake Shop, Dr. Dubb,
Harold  Plair the Shopkeeper,
Plar’s Qintment and Foorpasee and
Dick Hurst, the Creanise,

Fwill probably thunk of more
lister, I oam fortunare to heave o
g[‘!(}d MEMOry,

Les Hill

107 Broadwater Avenue,
Marouchydore 4338
Queensland,

Australia

BS. The Rectar at Golbarte
Parisht  Church was  Reverend
Richardson, swith Reverend Phillips
ared Sister dordan. The Cathalic
Churelt was i Chicrelt Streer appo-
sire thre Pub "Signyin the Cellar®,
Father Kelly was the priest.

ERy Ariotlher Golbariner
we had for o neighbour i
Victoria, Anstralia, was Sran
Jones, wiho had [ived i Bank
Streer. He was the siparresi lad in
Golborne, When fie cante howne
on feave, e was an Eigineer in
the Mercluans Navy.

Rathwell Bras. liad a eltoco-
larte factory in Harvey Lane,
producing “Weleco Cocoa’ - save
the  coupons  for  Butrerfly
Chocolares. When [ ot Back in
1945, Linlewoods” Mait Order
way i that Butlding.

Does  anvhody  rementher
going dowir Gothore Hollonvs ai
the hartom af the dip, woning
right o an old building. On the
lintel over the door was earned
the following - “Solwe Stierup il
this School House wpon s awn
cosi ared eharges and tefr the s
of 30 pownds for ever” (June
[668). P nor sure of the dure. |
wanrder if 1 is stll there.

Then up the Nl o a fouse
with B Y.H_ nowstandnie bricks,
Your Horse”.

Harold Marsh was a lfate-
dresser at 59 Hioh Srreer. His
wife Mard T a place e the rear
for ladies - ey lwad one son,
Rannie, an excellent pranist, Moy
mothers fed their babies ar fome
with Mrs, Hureingron, Midvife,
laoking after thenn Wihen she vwas
too old, her daweglirer. Norge
Branch, Tad the job ™

Harold and  Mawd Marsh
referred (o were my mother and
father - and the Ronnie. “an
excellent pramst” - mysell!

Leaving  Ashton Grammar
School | started my bairdressing
carcer in Futher’s "Burber Shop”.
finishing aged 63 as Manazer for
MY years ofl VG HL leesH
Liverpuol Ladies Hiirdressing
Dept. (John Lewis Partnership).

To vum spending money eveny
Saturday night as a 16 4 17 yeur
old, I'played the prano (Fiano and
Drums Bund) at dadam Moss's
Dancing Academy. overlooking
the eold market square (Tom
Moss, now at Wissn Prer Dupees
was the son}. This was where this
Les Hill must have been a putron!

Ran Marsh,

154 Harvey Lane,

Golborne,

Warrington.

WAJ3 QL




e

HISTORY SHOP NE W !

Exhibitions in
the History Shop

Taytor Gallery

7 July - 2 August

Wizian Arts Festival Exhibition
9 - 23 August

Wican Photographic
Exhibition

1 September - 25 Oclober

To be announced

3 November - January 1998

Exhibiticn on the Library Building - The
Histony Shop,

Wickham Gallery

July - January 1998

Charter '96

Soctety  Annual

This major exhibition will continue
throughout 1997,
Perinancit

Rev. William Wickham
- A Victonan Photographer

In April the Demon Drink gave way to
the altogether more sober pursuit of photog-
raphy at the History Shop. This theme is
featured in both gallenes with the Wickhum
exhibition appropriately in the Wickham
Gallery, and Pointing vwith Liely and then the
Wigan Photographic Society exhibition in
the Taylor Gallery.

Rev, Willicn Wickham - A Vicrorian
Photographer 1s cur tnbute 1o a remarkable

local vicar who lefi us an invaluable record
of daily hie in Wigan in the late 19th century
through his hobby, As you enter the building
you are now faced with some of Wigan's
more colourful charucters like the chimney
sweep, the miner and the pit-brow lassies.
Painting with Light an excellent exhibi-
tien on the science of photography writlen
some lime ago by Wigan Henlage Service,

hay graced the gallery through to the end of

June.

The Wigan Phorographic Saciety Annual
Exfubirion was held here last year and
proved (o be a great success. An opportunity
to compare current amateur photography
with the great man perhaps? This will once
again be opencd by the Mayor on a special
club night at the History Shop en Friday 8
August.

Between these two shows will be an exhi-
bition of work by the Standish and Ashton
An Groups as part of the Wigan Ants Festival.
This eventis going on in venues up and down
the Borough. so look out for notices about
other exhibitions. It 1s intended 1o have a
special Festival weekend, 19 - 20 July.

Looking ahead we are hoping to mount
an exhibition devoted to the subject of our
marvellous History Shop  building  in
November. Built in 1877 as Wigan's library
its history makes {ascinating reading, and
will also be the subject of our November
leciure, to tte in with National Library week,
which runs from the 3rd 1o the 9th of the
month.

Une of Rev. Wickham's many splendid pletographs, showing anxions but resefure faces jn St Andrew's
Snup Kitclen quene during the mivers” sirike of [893,

Lectures in
the History Shop

8 October

‘From Pits to Parliament” - the life of

Steplren Walsh, MP for Ince 1906-29,

James Fairhurst

4 November

s T e e Vs NP I 3
4 v (allfr'} U(i).‘ltf PRURCENE ALPLA i b WV TITE

a look at some antiquarian books,

Bob Blakeman

The History Shop has a
Meeting Room, with a
capacity for 36. This is
available [or hire by local
groups and societies at a
very reasonable cost:

£6.00
PER MORNING OR
AFTERNOON SESSION

£9.00
PER EVENING SESSION
COMMERCIAL RATE ON
APPLICATION
REFRESHMENTS ARE
AT SO ._:\\.J'Ail ARILTF

i REaLdNS RYd RAE o 2aFaad s

If you are interested,
contact Philip Butler

(01942) 827594
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THE History Shop has a brand new
attraction! INow showing in the
audio-visual theatre (along with the
highly acclaimed 'Wigan Story') is a
16 minute video show, using some
early footage which many readers
will not have seen before,

Visitors can now re-live the royal
visits of 1938 and 1954, the opening
of the Private Patients Christopher
Home, The Wigan Carnival of 1929
and a day at Wigan Grammar School
in 1948, There is also some early
footage of local coal mining, the old
Central Park and Wigan Boys' Club
on the canal at Wigan Pier.

But without question the high-
light of this new Heritage Service
production is some hitherto virtu-
ally unknown footage of the demoli-
tion of Wigan Pier in 1929,
Photographs of this momentous
event are well known (see oppo-
site), but this film has only recently
come to light, having been
languishing in the archives of
British Pathe in London. It may be
short, but I guarantee you'll find it
fascinating! ,

Contact the History Shop (01942
B28128) for details of showings of
this superb new video.

ON 14 May 1997, as part of the annual
Atherion Festival, Wigan Herituge Service's
Tony Asheroft ok a group of imterested

visitors  arownd  Atherton Cemetery,
Although this was the fourth vear thar this
particidar local history event had raken
pace, imgerest was sell hieh andd the tonr,
witich included a reporier from G.M. Tulk
Radior, was a sell owr. Initially Tony bricfed
the group about the history of the cometery,
which had been consecrated by the Lord
Bishap of Manchester on 31 January 1857,
References were also nmade to the whole
soctal ethos appertaining 1o ORI,
death and burial. Topics such as Friendly

and Burial Societies. mourning dress,
Srateral customs e trades were mentioned.
Tony Buassen, Leigh Services Cemelery
Officer, was alsa on the tour and provided
additional informeation abour Ins service,
The group then saw the graves of a
number of local celebrities, such as
Edward Ormerod (d. 1894). an Atlierton
mining engineer who hud patented the
tterf Iy safery device, Dr. George Parker
{cl. 1943), oreanist and musician, Charles
Pooley (d. 1914), an Atherton man who
had fought in the American Civil War and
Lois Hartley (nee Heath) (d. 1994). a
Sformer Cotion Queen of Great Britain,

Q@ Tony will be leading a tour of Leich
Cemetery on Wednesday 3 Seprember.
Tickets are available from Leigh Library
at £1 cach. The tour begins at the cenre-
tery gates, Manchester Road ar 2.00 p.n.
Numbers are liunited o 235 persons.

Tony will also be leading a Leigh
Town Trail on Monday Il August at 6.30
p.m and Friday 5 September at 10.00
a.n. Again, tickets are available fron
Leigh Library ar £1 cach. Town trails
leave from Leigh Library fover. Numbers
are limnited to 20 persons.
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SMARJORIE Bryden’s
[CMINISCences ol ker
schooldays at Hindley &
Abram  Gramimar  {(Paar
Forward 134y and  the
esponae fiviii oihice old
pupils znd those connected
with the school  (Pust
Forward 15) are o pood
reminder that the history of
3 local institetion can be
discorered by combinming
these personal memoirs and
other ‘unofficial’ records
such as newspaper reports,
with the surviving official
archives.  On these pages
we reproduce a tiny selec-
ton of the documents that
may be found lor many
schools amongst the hold-
mps of Wipan Archives
Service. These can be used
by students of educational
hstory. local histanans and
of course gencalopists in the
course of their research
Most of them are listed in
our Guide to the Archives.
The standard  types  of
records that may survive
include log books, admis-
SIONS  FELISlers, accaunts,
inspectors’ reporis, adminis-
trative files and occasion-
ally punishment books, us
well as programmes for
school events. phaotographs.
pluns and  prospectuses.
Several  local  grammar
schools had official histo-
ries wrilten about them. For
HAGS
rescarched essay by John
Lowe of Hindley on the
carly development of the
VMictorian

there as o well

sthool up to
Limes,

Preserved

All the

appusite  are  [rom  the

Hindley &

When it became a

items  shown

archives of
Abram
comprehensive as Park High
Community School in 1977
muny of the vlder records
were carefully preserved in
situ, and when in twen Park
High closed in 1991 the
Archivist mude a careful
selection of the records for
permanent preservation, A
similar  procedure  was
udopted when other local
schools closed during the
H0's and 90 e.p. Mesnes

High (Wigan Boy o'
Grammar), Whitley High
(Ghiels'  Highp,  Whelley
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Maddle tSecondary
Moderny  and  Cardinal
Mewman. Many elementary
tprimary} schools are also
represented  amoengst  our
hioldings. Special care was
taken 10 ensure that very
recent  documenls Were
selected (where available)
as well as older material,
since although there §s
standard elosure of 30 ye:
an schoal records, in time
these 100 will become freely
available for research.

By way of an example of
how an Inspecior's Report
can throw lipht on 2 schoal s
problems and achicvements
over the vears, here are
extracts from the Repont on
HAGS during M. Bryden's
lme there:

Leaving Age

"The average leaving
age of pupils who left after
reaching their fourteenth
birthday has follen during
the luse thiree vears by 1en
meererths far boys and by twa
months for pirls. A paralfel
chutge 15 evident in the time
spent by pupils ar the Sehocl

e 1Y vears of
ape; for bovs thus tinte fas
Sfalien from 6 vears 2 months

i

e pogyh
afier reo

to 5§ Ve 3 munths (rruffur
pirls frean 5 vears G months
te 5 vears 4 mronthy, The
averape leaving uge and the
averdge school life are still
ligher  thean  the
spending figures  for
Lancashire and  for the
couniry as o whole, but the
Sl for bovs iy sa grear theat
seie alarin wisl be fell lesi

corre-

i continne and the School
cedse fo haodd iy diseins
grished position  in thes
respect. Morcover, the Sixeh
Forin Frars brr]r ufr:rcur
hertved during the last four
years and during 1he same

fine the pnber of chifdren

HAGS -
SCHOOL

PECCORBE

L i o

wha have lefr heneeen the
apey of 14 and 16 years has
been trebled, It wonld be
wfortunate i the geed of
pupils to sake the first posi
whieh wus offered should
redicce the nuniber of chil-
dren from this districe wha
::'nnrplrrlr.' the full Secondary
conrse”

The occupations of 52
girls and 60 boys whe left
the Sivth Form during the
leest four years are shown fn
the folliwing wable (see foor
of puge).

Qf the 39 pirfs aud 14
bovs whe entered Traiming
Calleges I8 girls and & boys
larve already obiained posts
in schools. From an cduca-
tHon point of wview, @5 i
unfarimate trat these pasts
fve all been in the imue-
diave neiphbonrhood. A
broader expericnce might
have been to the interest
bath of the schoals and the
feachers. fris belivved fhat
Sorrof the rrained girls are
unemploved; the mcreasing
difficulry  experienced by
pirls in obraining enrry 1o
Tr{JIHJ:”K Cf!]rf{'x{'.f (._\ e IJ'JF
the canses af the reducrion
i size of the Sixeh Form,

Murhemeiics anef
Physics are the subjects
most wswally taken by those
wha  procecd 1o the
Uneverrsiry. ™

Scholarships

Just aver 83 per cent. of
the pupils in the School hold
.Slrlr'“(l.’ Py’rr{'g'j (nrrj'uft'ff f:r_r
the  Luncashire  County
Centrcil artd on the Coungy
Scule 76 per cemi. of the

Girls  Duoys

Al Universiry i 22
Entered Training Colleges 39 14
Entered Domestic Science Colleges 4 £
Crvil Service and Local

Covermment Clorkships 4 5
I Clemical and Engineering Works i 4]
Orhier Clerical Qccupations 2 I
Pharmacewical Chemist 0 /
Shop Assisiarnt / 0
Nursing i o
Unenmployed o <

rom the Are

pupils  are allowed  toral
FerH IS of Sees,
Mentenance granes are peid
ot tie same scale ond may
include  free  dinners: ar

- y )

]

el PN
Jor five pupils by the Counry
and for seven more by the
United Services Fund, The
Hewd  Master reports thar
during the Spring Tenn 1936
nierre children were away il
thert ever before aud he is of
the opiniens thar e this district
the cffects of the indusirial
J{‘ph'!‘.{i:}!l oIre Jsr (r:'('{;nuug
visible n the Secoudary
School population.
Staff
The Head Master has
heen at the School  for
thirty-twe yedars and  for
cighteen fe has held his
preseni position. He is an
afle administrator, ener-
setic and forceful ver kindly,
fre has complete control of
the Schaol and deserves the
fﬂ_‘pﬂh}' wihiicl 15 evident in
the sraff and pupils, He is
assisted by a full-time secre-
fary and  devates e
preriods o teaching

hifles

Mathematics to the Fifth
wned Sixeh Forns.

The assastant  staff is
hard working and numeri-
cally wdegueate. af ihe
sivicen gproadiaie Ma ;
and  Afistresses  all are
compelent uruf o HJ'H!.\'HHH}'
frgh propartion are teachers
af distinction. The influence
af the Mathematicians ard
Scicitists s stronger thas
that of other sides of e
Sehoal and with a generally
strong staff o figher sean-
wlerred nu'g.hf e 1'.rpt'f_'h.‘d in
the Humanities. Music,
Woadwnrk, Damestic
Science  and  Physical
Training are taken by «
visiting staff of five, witich
includes experienced omd
5!(:,(]"

changes since the last Full

campetent teachers.

Inspection have resulred in
the replucement of four
Mistresses amd one Master
by six Mistresses and rwo
Msters. The Semior
Misiress  interviews  the
parents of girls  and s
responsible for the school
Tunchean drrangeneny

Hindley

& Elbram
Grammar School (Magaszine

Na 2 DECHMDER, pm.
Edlfer:
Musg L NICHOLAS

Sob=EC([o1d:

Arn Kimgwan, Franwiex.
gommittee :

] Miss G. K. Macara Mr. L. Hrrxy,

A SieFsON. SuitH,

H. Hicson. France
Ebitorial.

Far the armnod timo we wre publisthicg anr Schoc] Maguioa The
Epvg [oeue was w0 uttessfol thal we have Besn able Lo mnlines oor
projected idess and o carry forward the sagesisa The esptnboticns
to the seerod luts have been goite oomeros and far axceed luat
tarm's alfosie Mlomaver, the majorily bave boen of a very high
tundard wapedally thess from the Jumior Behool, whess coninbotices
ware both nomarans wnd good s whora eSorts bavs nat aw
oand nal b dewnbesried ;| wa anl thay will not dismolnos to
coolrbula, bei will strive to win sppreval mezt time Wae ars very
sorry and painfally serpraad, sl the wrall nember ¢ coplrbatices o
thy Hamice Behsel Mo wenicr can wal plead saaminaliop werk Wa
ba r bk el seal will ba fully made gond (8 cor oest isoe,
for 1L in ool weemly thal the jusicrs aheo!d repressal the whole Bchool

Anyeos wisbing Lo enliciaa this, our acand isese, lo guite st Libarty
ta da sa o the eclomes ef eof seat luoa, for we ars ool alfrdd of
enteirm. [Hewaver, wy shzold ba moch mers sbliged if tha critdes
wonld add axasple o precept in erder Lhat fotura caguiines may b
aven mors sonceasfal Lhen their predecesssre

A EIMEMAN.

FIBHWICK.

School Rotes.

TENNTE TOURNAMENT,
Daring tha Bommer Term of the lal School Yaar, s giel® tanols
loumamsnt wia held for the jonizrs and semgre The eniry foa =aa
d for eniry. Tha 8rl monds
& ths Beb -2 Park aftar foar o'tlock,
durieg bour, sad o Ibe games pariéd en Wadpeadays, under
wealber conditionn which =ers for from (avessble The foals wers
played cn tha Behenl £eld, dorieg o ' gaoas-ball’ 0o a Thoradey, ®hen
many members of the Hchocl wers apjoping themaslves in the
sraminstice reeam o the senlors, Eaibar Desn waa soceesaful im Lhe
flogles Champioorhip, and Eils Puddy and Marp Anderion in Lhe
Dooblea lo Lhe juniars, Phyllis Leylind wan the Hingles Champien
shup, wid with Maricn Flilerolt carmed off tha pres for tha Daabled

Eurlieat surviving edition of the school magazine, 1922 1f

unyone fus a spare of the fiese namber, or any others to fill the

zaps in the official set, we would like ro hear from then,




Staff 1951,
STAFF, STAFF.
B
Headmaster: - = W¥. 5 FAMRBROTHER, MSc
Headmartar - ¥W. 5 FAIRBROTHER. MS5c

Semise Asvistant Master :
J. Tayler, BSe

Semior Aunistant Mistrens :
MR Y Crg MA

Assiarant iastars ! Anuistans Megiraiics

L Heeley, BA, LCP

L W Teptum M5, BA
L Fielden. BS:

C. B Cochorolt BA

J. B Gallich. B Sc

W Athenan, BSe, AIC.
H J Barker. M A

Mg L Micholas M A
Min T. Bamuey BA
Mz E. Ogdes, B A,
Min E. M. MNuh, BSc
Mio M. A Thomar BA

Viarding Siaff:

w Mt B Bk

Robrrmen 4 Bash
{Phynical Exerciser] (Phymcal Exercioun)

. Dave (W oodwerkl. Mo N € Cobban

J. Cukes ACTC

E France, Prof Dip. 15M

Meadmastara Clark: Mis M. E Caldwell

{Cockery).

Senior Assicant Hatress:
Him A Y. CRNG. A

Saenigr Aasaiast Misrar

JOTATLOR, L1

Ay Masier Auann Ftrenm

L HEIELET. BA, LCF Hin L MICHOLAS, M A

M TOH RALH. B
HMon . A THORAL, BA

Hisn M UNIWORTH
Ar D oplema

Mo STATHAM, &A

L oW, TOPHAM, HMic RA
L FELOEN, Bic

€ M. COCRCNOIT, BA
3R CARATH, Bic

WwoOATHIATOM, Bic, AlC

HoL RAREER, M A

vialuag Haf

N EWERLOM ' Hm H K RANTLETT
(Phriienl Eawricss) l (Meyprod fsarchm)
Mai B MOOODT

{Cohery and Muningk

1A DAVIES (Wood werk!.
E TRANCE Pref Dip, Lin

Haudmaster's Clark: . - - My MO CALDWILL

Church Register
Transcripts and
Inscriptions

Several iterms have been added to the
open shelves at both the History Shop and
the Archives Office in recent months.
Firstly, Wigan Family Hisiory Society's
transcript of the remaining portion of the
first Wigan parish register, covering the
period 16235 to 1663, This has been o labour
of love by Len Marsden over several years.
The register fur 1380-1625 was published a5
long age as 1899 by Lancashire Puarish
Register Socicty, Now, a complete 1y pe-
script with index is available at the Archives
Office in Leiph, whilst o limited edition
microfiche of this has been made and is
available at the History Shop. The orizginal
register is of course preserved in the
archives and a microfilm of this is always
available,

Len has for some time heen working on
asimilar transcript of the second register
which covers the period 1663 te 1721, and
this is already well advanced. Further news
of this in future editions of Past Forvard, [t
is hoped to interest the LPRS in publishing
these transcripts in due course. AL present
they are preparing an edition of the Ashton
repisters.

Transcripts of the reaisters of the
Roman Cutholic chapel ot Standish 1all
from their commuencement in 1742 to 1799
have heen made by Phil Fairclounh of
cefield,  Copies are available at hoth
Wipan and Leigh. The chapel was central
to Catholic life in the arcea, and of course
the Stundishes were loval to the old faith
after the Reformation. Mr Fairclouzh's
transeript includes a list of the priests dsso-
ciated with the Hall.

Ted Cheetham of Shevington has also
been very busy trunscribing, in his case the
Romun Catholic registers and inscriplions
for St. Joseph's at Wrightington. He has
copicd the baptisms for 1893-1905 and the
burials frem 1893 to 1995, and all the
surviving memorial inscriptions in the
burial pround. Aszain copies are available
at Wigan and Leigh.

Finally, another document held at Lci;;.h
has bevn copicd for use at the History Shop.
This is from the records of Tyldesley
Wesleyan Methodist chapel, and contains a
register of graves, put together in 1909 by
John Gerrard, listing the burials in euch
plot and showing the location of plots on
sketch plans of the burial greund. The
carliest burial is dated LEIA, the Latest 1903,
Interestingly there was o sepuarate chil-
dren’s section in the graveyard, and ull
these burials are listed between 1837 and
1879, Few Methodist churches had their
own burial grounds, but the old chapel on
Elliott Street was an exception. The buok
also contains a membership list for 18551-
1863, with some biographical details about
each member.

Left: Staff Lise 1930, Right: Staff List 1938 (see Letters in Pust Forvanl 15),

More on HAGS on pages 14 and 15|
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OF all the articles which
have appeared in Past

Cmmnimrsd fau ks
i UIWGIU‘ LE=5 24 lHigve
produced such a

response as Mrs. Marjone
Bryden's recollections of
Hindley and Abram
Grammar School in issues
14 and 15. Here are three
further responses. See
also News from the
Archives. (p12).

Many readers will be
pleased to note that Mrs.
Bryden has sent me her
recollections of her pre-
HAGS days at Sacred
Heart School, Hindley
Green. These will appear
in Past Forward 17.

Dear Sir,
No. 8
Wigan Road,
Hindley

A frend kindly sent me
Mra. Bryden's Memones of
Hindley which you printed
i your Fast Farward
mapazine. | was paricu-
lurly interested in the one
she wrote abour the shops
al the Bird (Pasr Forward
9). However my family and
I were disappointed that
she didnt mention  the
Temperance Bar  and
Herbulist ut Number §, as
this had been kept by the
Gore family for many
years, It was  situated
between the pet shop and
the butchers, and as far as [
know was the only shop to
huve the owner and Family
liviag on the premises.

The firsl member of the
family 1o run the shop was
my  great  grandfather
Thomas Gore. He was bom
in Chapel Green, Hindley
in 1863. Another Thomas
Gore who was my great,
preat, preat, great grandia-
ther lived i Hindley an the
late F8th century - there
may  have  been Gores
before that but as yer |
havent traced them. The
Gores have lived and died
in Hindley over a period of
at feast 200 yveurs,

Thomas Gore (my preut
grandfather) went to work
in the pit at the ape of
eleven - he married Rachel

14

Catterall. dalse 4 native of
Hindley who worked in the
mill. and they lived for o
time i Back Brdpe Strect
How Thomas dcquired the
Temperance Bar | do not
know, nor do | know if he
owned or rented the busi-
ness: He was there 1in 1929
when T was bom in Hindley
Green - perhaps someone
cun tell me mare,

My awnt Minne Gore
was considerned oo delicate
o work i the mill and she
used (o help Thomas in the
shop. My  prandfather
Willlam Gore 1ook over
after Thomas died and was
there until he died in 1946,

There must be many
people in Hindley who
remember him. He was a
lovely man - pentle and
kind. My carliest recollece-
tions of the shop are when
he lived there. He, too. had
been a maner but had to
leave as a result of injuries
received at work.

The shop seld ity own
herbal beer brewed in the
back outhouse. [ was then
pumped into two barrels in
the shop and dispensed just
as it 1s in pubs by pump
handles, whilst other danks
were made up and stored in
smaller eceramic  barrels
lined up on a shelf, Above
them were rows of wooden
drawers which contained
the herbs sold in the shop.
I recall a pair of brass
scales with the weights
lined up - all gleaming.
There were some ceramic
name plates for some of the
herh drawers as well, There
were sweets in large jars,
including Uncle Joe's Mint
Balls: Carter's Linle Liver
Pills were sold as well. The
kettle would be singing on
the hob in the winter for
those  who  wanted hot
Vimto  or  Peppermint
drnks. Oxo too,

After  William  Gore
died my mother Maggic
Gore took over the business
until she and my father, Bill
Hutchinson, moved to
Ladies Lane sometime in
the 50¢'s when my uncle,
another William Gore, look
over. I am unsure when the
business finally closed as |
had  fong gone from
Hindley, though | did each
for two years at Britannta
Bridge Infants School in
Ince. During that time |
Hved at the shop und my
sisters and I slept in the
room above il It could be
disconcerting to draw back
the curtains in the mormng
and find the whole 1op deck
af a bus, halted a the trafiic
lights, with the people
gazing back at one - s0
close o,

This type of business
st have been ungue 10
the porth of the country -
certagnly  I've not come
across  another  in my
travels. Perhaps there 1s
someone who knows a lotl
more than I do about them
and would Tet us know
about the business or the
family.

Marparet Hulchinson,

46 Kings Gordens,
Kerslakes Court,
Honitan,

Devoan.

EX14 8FL

Drear Sir,

Who was the
‘Baron’?

In the HAGS war-
time news bulletin of 1940
- which along with 1he
School Mugazine may have
been the last of s Kind -
the Gryphons (via the cour-
tesy of Mrs. Bryden, who
herself was Triton) alluded
to the coming engagement
of the Baron & Nick.
Clearly the last-named was
Miss Nicholas, but whao,
pray. was the Baron?

Al that time there was
only one 'Baron' attached 1o
the H A.G.S. and that was
the playing fields
groundsman - always o be
found down Park Road and
across from Leyland Park,
in his pavilion complete
with boiler and fire, His
name was Mr. Hitchen, but
to the boys he was always
known as ‘Baron', the
origin of which never came
to light; but sometmes be
was afforded the full title of
Baron Hitchen Yo
Scratchin'.  Somec short
time later Baron was found
dead of a heart attack in his
pavilion ‘office’ where
regularly on preceding and
happier occasions he enter-
tained certain miscreants of
the Senior School for the
function of their smoking-
parties, mainly during the
lunch-time breaks.

Yel, what of the versa-
tile but lethal dose from the
female academy  who
hailed from London to rule
the world as she saw it - but
always with deference to
the juggernaut which was
the Headmaster, W, S,
Fairbroitier - which was
Miss E. M. Naish. Emma
at the nme would probably
have been in her thirties,
and around 5%z feet in
height, She scemed always
1o weur comforiable soft-
soled flatnish leather shoes
which  permitted her to
move  in comparative

silence whilst elad in her
belied brown smock. Her
small=ippearing eyes were
veiled behind thickish glass
lenses held in thin meallic
frames, and her small head
was made to appear from i
tight and  well-groomed
tonsure  of the  square
pattern  with o parting
locked with a cross-secured
fringe. Her pait was heavy-
lepped and deliberae as
might suil the Teuton, and
overall, she wasn't the
pretly sight sufficient to
inspire the higher motives
rom many of the opposite
sex.  Emma was short-
tempered bordening on the
viciows, and is on record as
having once told the wnter
that she could ‘knock your
head off!",

In 1937 that which was
room 2 - later 10 become
room | - was located
directly beneath the
Physics Luboratory, where
likewise the witorial posi-
tions were on above the
other. There had been an
occasion when in the lower
room 2 a large paich of
ceiling plaster had fallen on
the tutorial desk from the
concrele under-ceiling.
This had been precipitated
by the incessant stamping
of the instructional feer of
the Laboratory Tutor, so
induced by  the total
stupidity of the Physics
class as seen by the tutor,
who in urn was Emma,

Within the later 12
months a rather rummy
instance occurred when a
female Gryphon Prefeet
whom we shall call Lilian
changed her hair-style 1o a
School avam-garde fashion,
which nsked the censure of
the School Head and his
lady-cquivalent. Yet Lilian's
choice prevailed. She was a
tall well-made girl, sallow-
complexioncd, and with all
the necessary  curves
showing in the right places
as emphasised by her gym-
slip. Formerly Lilian kept
her hair, which was off-
blonde, in set-back locks
behind the cars to help in a
kind of provoking appear-
ance, On 1he panicular
morning she carried her
hair with & forchead roll,
which was swepl back
along with a ribbon to clear
her ears and full on her
shoulders in what might
ave been emned an under-
roll. If not provoking, then
the style was cenainly revo-
[utionary within the School.

In addition 0 meeting
with the unspoken assent of
the School's young males,
whether Lilan ever alered
the perceptions of the male
Tutorial Staff was never

known, but her clear chal-
lenge to the establishment
passcd  withoul mention,
save for one; that ol Miss
Maish. At least  this
Mistress was quick 1o indi-
cate to the pirls of our
junior class that the repre-
hensible new-look of one
of the senior girls was basi-
cally illicit and an affront to
the School. No names were
mentioned. The matter did
not end here, however, and
for a period Lilian kept up
her new-style appearance.

Within two or three
duys of this latest wonder -
and why ever choosing the
morning assembly n the
School hall to display her
own revelation will never
be known - Emma, in her
normal neat and nidy attire
beneath the brown smock
walked crimson-faced, yet
boldly, into the assembly
with her one-time starched-
pattern  tonsure  released
from s main securing hair-
pin 10 float in a wispy,
wind-blown fashion about
her erown and cars. Her
own response o Lilian's
challenge evidenced some
withdrawal of her earhier
censure, and indeed had
gone to show her decision
in the event of being unable
1o beat them, 1o instead join
them. Though not a word
wis utlered, nor the Micker
of a smile released, the
fast-forming atmosphere
within  the hall became
thicker than pea-soup;
leaving Emma to bolster-up
her standing alone and
unheralded. Her reversion
1o the onginal habitsal
coiffure was only days
away - two or three actu-
ally.

In 1937/38 Miss Naish
supervised  our  Lower
School class for its biology
lessons which were held in
the sub-room 7 (later 9) of
the Chemistry Laboratory.
Progressively the pupils
were antroduced to the
Amocba, Hydra, Plant-life
and the Mammals. She was
customarily therough as
she ploughed through the
reproduction processes of
the various species; such
was unul she came to the
section of mammals where
the females carried their
incubated young until the
eventual birth. At this point
it became necessary o
explain just how the young
gotio be wiihin ihe moihern
Emma, whilst trying to
hold her class under her
controlling eye wis Once
more adopting her
crimson-countenance
whilst seeming to experi-

ence difficulty with her
words. "The parent
=



Ernie Taberner stays with ‘smells more terrible’ around Wigan Pier

I remember when . . .

OCCUPYING the centre of
the yard was a brick building
with a slate roof, one half of
which was a communal lava-
tory, but the other half back to
back was the midden or ash
pit. There were no ash bins,
all the rubbish was simply
thrown into the midden and
the door closed. On clearance
days, the ashpit men would
call with a metal bin and a
couple of spades and fill the
bin with the contents of the
midden and carry the bin up
the entry to be unloaded into
the ash cart waiting in the
street. This would be repeated
as often as necessary until the
midden was cleared.

The other hall of the
building was the closet or
petty, as it was called, and was
a white wash lavatory with a
stone flagged floor and a door
that would close, but had no
interior locks or bolts, so had
to be held shut by the occu-
pant's foot. The bolts had been
removed so that the younger
ceneration could not lock
themselves inside!

On a low brick about 20
inches or so from the floor was
a scrubbed board the full width
of the compartment, with two
holes cut into it to make two
favatory seats. It was quite

usual for both seats to be oceu-
picd at the same time, even by
members of different families.
Obviously adult males would
not occupy the closet if it was
alrcady occupied by a female
of another family, but didn't
object If the occupant was
another male. In fact, two
males or two females would sit
there for 15 er 20 minutes
discussing the main topics of
the day!

The lavatory was swilled
out every Saturday and the
bourd scrubbed by cach fumily
in turn, when newspapers
would be cut up into squares
and hung by a piece of string
on a nail behind the door. ( The
writer never saw toilet paper
except in public toilets up the
town. and in the schoal toilets.
and was quite sure that only
places owned by the
Corporation had this luxury!).

If the arrangement so far
described seemns primitive, the
cleansing and disposal were
even more s0, and 1s only
described here for the record.
There was no flushing cistemn,
the waste simply dropping into
metal tubs one under each
hole. These were collected by
corporation workmen calling
themselves "The Night Soil
Department”, once weekly,

usually the day after the ashpit
men called. They had a special
cart that had several enclosed
compartments along each side,
cach compartment having
clean tub with a spring loaded
lid on it. The clean b would
be cammied from the cart in the
street by two men, down the
entry, and dragging out the
used tub from under the board
via the midden door, would
transfer the lid from the clean
tub to the soiled one to prevent
spilling, and carry this back to
the cart. When the cart was full
of sotled tubs, the load would
be transported to the Miry
Lane department for disposal
and the tubs disinfected ready
for the next batch of calls.

The men would make a
noise as they dropped the clean
tubs  outside the midden,
purposely to wamn any lavatory
occupants that they were about
to open the midden door. If no
call came back such as "Hang
on a bit", one of them would
gingerly push open the door
with his foot calling "Anybody
in there?" before opening the
access door at the back.

In fact, the writer can
recall one particularly
mischievous prank, when he
and several small friends
decided an elderly neighbour

had already been in occupa-
tion for too long. Opening the
midden door and using a
ralled up newspaper as a tick-
ling stick, she was quickly
persuaded to vacate the place,
cursing us and declaring that
“"she didn't know what was
going to become of the young
ones today.” She never found
out who it was, although no
doubt she had a good idea.

In closing this part of
the recollections, it should be
noted that no cne ever used
the building on a rainy night
because it rained through the
missing slates and there was
no light. The following
morning, however, there was
a procession of neighbours
emptying buckets that had
served as nmight commodes.
One of these neighbours had
only the front door to the
streel. as the back part of the
house was occupied by a
different family, so the bucket
had to be carried into the
street, down the entry into the
yard. empticd into the wb and
the process repeated when the
bucket was filled with clean
water (o be swilled round.

Stull, as rents were s,
10d. per week (under 15p).
what else could be expected.
one wonders!

‘ continued from page 1-'1]

mammals,” she struggled
to explain in some hesita-
tion, "fuse together” In that
then-silent  room  where
even the dropping of a
rubber eraser might have
been as an  explosion,
amongst the pupils were
those whose hands were
straying to comceal the
mirth which was showing
on their mouths.

Then the  Mistress
cmitted a rour, with her
hands beating some deal-
ening tanov on the hard-
wood bench-top beneuath o
fice contorted with the
wriath of a super-devil.
“Stop it, step at, stop it! |

know what is going on in
vour dinty, evil minds! Take
your hands away from your
mouths immediately and
remove those lewd ctunnd
grins! You're all alike: the
lot of you!" In near exhaus-
tion the outburst ended, as
hands were lowered and
fading prins in  some
stunned fashion subsided.
The drumming having
ceased, Emma took up her
reprimand in a harsh yer
gquiciing lone at which the
pupils stared aghast. The
average age would have
been around | 1Y2 years.
What could they say? We
were never to know, for
mercifully the comidor bells
rang to indicate the change
of lessons. Emma withdrew
and breczed from the room
like some wicked wiich
from the North, leaving the
scholars 1o renew their
lumour before spilling into
the comidors with their
latest hot-potiato report to
pour into the cars of others.

@© Harry Entwistle,
Krithia,

3, Queensway,
Ince-in-Makerheld.
llrl.-"u‘) L1
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Dear Mr. Gillies,
A pupil
1948 - 1953

On a recent, though
long over-due visil to my
family in Hindley, I had the
pleasure of calling in m
your excellent  History
Shop. How I wish | had
allowed myself more time
to  browse around the
marvellous displays and
mformation  service on
offer. What a woenderful
service it is to Wigan and
the surrounding  arca.
Fortunately, | was able 10
purchase the current, and
several buck numbers of

Past Forward, several of
which contained artcles
about the old Hindley and
Abram Grammar School,
where | was a pupil from
1948-1953 when muny of
the members  of  staff
mentioned were still there,
which indicates that many
of them were at the school
far over 20 years,

To my great surprise on
buying a booklet of
pictures of Hindley and
Hindley Green No. 2, 1
found myself on the back
cover as an eight year old
amonast the group in Ward
Street in 1945, | imagine
the producer of this
booklet was Jack Lowe
who wis History master at
Hmndley Grammar School,
and later Headmaster of
Argyle Strect Secondary
Modern School and then
Mornington Ruoad.
Anather picture of partic-
ular interest is that ef

Castle Hill School which I
amended 1941-1948. How
well I remember my years
there under the headship of
AMiss Mona Aspinall and
her long-serving  staff
Misses Browpham.
Wilcocks, Unswonh, Wall,
and N, MeCormick.

Througeh the medium of
the wvarious publications
and my visit to the History
Shep, 1 have had a thor-
oughly enjoyable stroll
down Memory Lane. and
would be delighied o
receive further copies of
Past Forvard as they are
published.

Les Johnson,
"Oaktey™,

63, Heath Roud,
Ipswich,
SufTolk.
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This account of a funeral was found in an old notebook of Alfred Lamb's which he
used mainly to record quotations from the Bible or from other serious books but
which also contained occasional personal diary items such as a funeral. It has been
kindly contributed by his descendent, David Lamb, of Windermere, Cumbria.

Family Funeral

CHARLOTTE WATSON (Polly)
died on Angust 2500 1888, aged 30
years. A letter front Soplhia Watson,
August 27ch, informed us of same.
Awgnst 28th, (Tucsday) went to
Birmingham to atiend funcral.
Found Uncle Milligan and Harry
i same frain, on same errind.
[Thomas Millidan, Collicry Agent,
of I'l, Upper Dicconson St. Wigan
who had married Alfred Lamb’s
auant Mary in 1846, and lis son
Harry (horn 1861) who became a
solicitor praciusig i Wallgate]
Alet at Birmunglham siation by
Lncle  Ruddick  [Chiristepher
Ruddick, onc of five brothers, aill
fravelling drapers, wio mamly
lived in Queen Streer or Caroline

Street, Wigan., Christopher lad
marricd Polly's mother, Alfred
Lamb’s aunt Alice who lad previ-
atisly heen married (o Thomas
Watrson] and George Watson
(Polly's husband). Went to the
Jtouse in Pershore Road 1 a cab.

Stranger Among

Strangers

Cur cousin lad been married
about 12 months previously, Her
Iisband
personally althiough he belonged to
thre sanee family into which Paliy's
Maotlier had marricd but | did not
know her husband wor any of her
husband's family and thus I went
Sforth a stranger anmong strangers,

was unkuown to me

bur desiring to do whar fittle
fietiour I could on behalf of our
Samily to the remains of one of my
Father's Sister's children,

She was an only child, strong
and active and scemcd frkely to live
ay long as any of us.

I did not see Uncle Milligan
and Harry until we arrived at
Crewe wihere we had ro change.
Lnele said “Were you avked 1o
I come to the funeral?" [ replicd

armro g
i

- Soplita Yaison liad writien
tous conrcerning the deathr, but had
not mentioned anything about the
Funeral, and I should not have
known anything about it had Harry
not twld me e day before". Uncle
smtled and said e did not think fre
wounld lave gone then Iad he been

.

-

by Alfred H. Lamb of
Bellingham Lodge, Wigan
— August 1888 —

But | went all the same. Uncle
Ruddick scemed to think if guite
natural that I should be there and
grasped me firmly by the hand. He
then walked in front with Unele
Milligan. Harry, George Watsion
and [ came an together belind.

I whispered to Harry "You had
betrer introduce me o peorge™,
Harry replied "Oh I thought you
knew cach other'. (The fact was
however that we lad not mer
before) and turning to George e
said "My cousin Alfred - George
Warson”. George then  firnily
grasped me by the land and
thanked me for coming.

Exercised Control

Now Polly was Uncle Ruddick's
stepdangiter and only child. He
had given up s business in Wigan
to came and live with rer and hier
fiushand in Birmingham. At the
station, and while going to the cab
that Uncle Ruddick

seented ta feel s loss mare than

I thought

George did. Uncle never smiled, fiis
Srame trembled and he had ro exer-
cise controf to bear 1p.

George smiled several times in
a half-liearted sort of way - but
then I eried to keep fiis mind fixed
on other things than the funeral.
He admiried hie did not realise s
loss at all yet.

Afrer half-an-hour's drive we
reached our destination.

The house is situated in & nice
guier  part of Edgbaston, is
comforiable and well furnished
without any undue pretensions.
The neighbours
respect to the dead and living by
having their blinds drawn right
along the road.

At the house | met Georpe's
Father, Uncle, two of his Sisters,
two of his Brothiers (Charles and
Alfred), Alfred’s wife, Charle's
affianced and Aumt Halliwell
fAlfred Lamb's aunt Charlotte whe
lad married William fHalliwell,

showed  their
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landlord of the Shig Inn, Millyate,
i 1865] 1 found then all very nice
people  withour particularizing
individuals, and af once felt I had
done right in coming and thar all
were pleased.

Having taken off our warer-
proofs (for it was very wet), put by
our wmbrellas and hats, George
took Harry and me upstairs for a
wash. Since our arrival George
appeared to feel his position much
more keenly - we both noticed this
and so when we went fo see the
coffin, persiaded hiim not to come
withi us.

A Very Nice Coffin

The Coffin was a very nice onc
in every sense of the word; and a
lovely wreatl rested on it - presum-
ably that of the lhushand.
Dawnstairs there were something
like 15 or 20 lovely wreaths sent by
friends.

We now came downstairs, were
introduced all round, had some-
thing fo  eat and them  the
Clerpyman canre.

Sharp-Pointed Nose

He was a slim, moderately tall
young man about 28 years of age,
very fair, a large promincus sharp-
pointed noge slightly of the Roman
Order, and a linle chin; a pood
brow but weak jaw - a combination
and a study. He greeted us all in a
general, quier manner and then
advanced to George who saf nexi (o
e and wio by this time had broken
down and was sobbing. Drawing a
seat close beside him he placed Tis
arnt tn s and in a gquiet sober
velce did lits best 1o checr B up.

Among other things he alfuded fo
the value of sympathy. He pointed
out the  beautifil  wreaths, fie
mentioned the fact of so mony
coming all the way from Wigan, and
ilten e spoke of the good that often
was the fruit of sorrow such as his
and added "[f you will this day

resalve fo be a pood Christian your
wife will not have died in vain and
before very long you will meet her
apain in a far happier home. We
menrn not as those witheut liope®,
With suchlike wordy did he try to
consede poor George (but 12 months
a hiushand). Then rising he said
“Before leaving this hiouse I should
like us all to offer up prayer fo our
Heavenly Father™. We all then knelt
down and he offered nup a solemn
prayer (extempaore). The Coffin was
then borne downstairs to the liearse,
the wreaths being piled wp on the top.

We drove in Carriages to the
Cemetery where we arrived in
about half-an-lour. The girls came
alse in a cab behind and joined us
at tle grave side.

Earth to Earth...

The wsnal Ceremony in the
Chapel  took place
Sollowed by the Funeral proces-
sion, The rain was coming dowi in
torrents, but thanks to a good
Waterproof Cape I was all right. [
did wot motice the order of the
procession but Alfred Watson and
I came an belind last - arm in arm
= fie frad left his wnbrella beliind.
The Grave was reached. The
Caffin was lowered - "Earth o
cartlh, dust to dust, ashes to
asfes".....Every eye was dim. Uncle
shook like a leaf driven with the
wind, Georpe sobhed, one af the
rcirls screamed. But ar last all was
aver, we liad one last fook at the
Coffin and then turned away.

We liad done our duty = though

and  was

a sad one.

We returncd as we came hut
miore quickly - had a quiet Iittle
chat altogetler; then tea and it was
already time to start for the train
home again, Having said farewell
we came out to the tram which
wend pass the ouse.

Having forgatien my bag, I had
to return to the Trouse for it and you
may judpge my surprise and plea-
sure wihen Uncle Ruddick, abave
all others, said they would be very
pleaved to find me a bed if I did nog
go lhome that night. I did not stay
but thanked Iim and ali the others
all the sanre and then turned my
steps toward Hre station.

=
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Aspull & Haigh Historical Society
Meetings are held in the Village Centre,
Balton Road, Aspull, on the second
Thursday of the month at 8.00 p.m.
Further details from the Secretary, Mrs.
Rosalie Naylor, 3 Pennington Close,
Aspull, Wigan (01942 256145).

11 September Medieval Wigan and its
Charters

9 October A Dramatisation

by Irene Lizzie Jones,

13 Movember The Amencan Civil War
Fred Holcroft.

Atherton Heritage Society

Meetings are now held in the Methodist
Church Hall opposite Atherton Library
usually on the second Monday of the
month, at 7.30 p.m. Members £1, Nan-
members £1.50. Everyone welcome.
Further details from the Secretary, Mrs. P
Madden, 22 Butterfield Road, Over
Hulton, Bolton, BLS 1DLU. (01204 651478).

Golborne & Lowton Local History
Society

Founded in 1984 the society now has an
average monthly attendance of over 20.
Meetings are held at Golborne Library on
the second Tuesday of the month at 7.00
p.m. Non-members welcome,

Further details from Ron Marsh, PR.
Officer (01942 726027).

9 September The Sankey Canal
Rev. David Long

14 October ]
Fred Holcroft
11 November ‘Ey-up' - Lancashure Dialect
Roy Gaskell

Leigh &
Society
Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month in the Derby Room of Leigh
Library.

19 August Proect Evening

16 September Members evening -
Getting Started, Fiche and Family History
Books

21 October Computers in Family
History

18 November Irish Family History

Jo McCann

16 December Christmas Festivities

District Family History

Lizzie Jones
For further details contact the Secretary,
Mrs. O. Hughes (01842 741594).

Leigh Local History Society
For further details contact the Secretary,
Mrs Norma Ackers (01942 865488).

Tyldesley & District Historical Society
Meetings are held at Tyldesley Pensions
Club, Milk Street, Tyldesley on the third
Thursday of the manth. Entrance is FREE.
Further details from the Secretary (01942
B893242).

Wigan Archaeological Society

The Society meets in the History Shop on
the first Wednesday of the month at 7.30
p.m. New members are always welcome.

Wigan Civic Trust

The Trust meets at 7.30 p.m., on the
second Nionday of the month, at the
Drumcraoon Arts Centre, Parsons Walk,
Wigan.

For turther information contact Anthony
Grnmshaw, Secretary (01942 245777).

14 July - Coops Building, Hallgate,
Wigan, 7.30 p.m.

Tour of the Coops Foyer Building.

A complex redevelopment which involves
the refurbishment of one of Wigan's
finest Victorian buldings.

11 August - Wigan Observer,
Martland Mill, 7.30 p.m.

Tour of the facilities.

8 September - Drumcroon,

7.30 p.m.

The River Douglas since the (ce Age
Mike Atty

Wigan Family History Society
Meetings are now held on the first and third
Tuesday of the month, at the Springfield
Hotel, Spnnagfield Road, Wigan.

(M.B. change of date and venue).

WARRINGTON ROAD
LOWER INCE
WIGAN
PHONE: 66275

MINE HOST: G. GROVE

THE LARGEST

HOUSE IN TOWN

CONCERTS
Tuesdays
Fridays

Sundays

CATERING ‘OUR SPECIALITY

COACH PARTIES BY
APPOINTMENT  ONLY

WEDDINGS AND PARTIES
SPECIALLY ATTENDED TO

BUSES 1l—I1I—1 FROM WOOLWORTHS

DL HAapLL HoreEL

and BRIGHTEST

Thursdays
Satardays

SOME ADVICE AND POETRY
°

Free to sit and free 1o think,
Free to pay for what you drink,
Feee to stop an hour or so,
\When uncasy, free 10 po.

In God we trust; all others cash.
Qur beer is good, our measure jusi,
Forgive us please, we cannot trust;
We have trusted many to cur sorrow,
So pay to-day and owe to-morrow.

Our clock ticks, bur we don't.

2 pints make - = = - I quari
4 quarts make - = = - 1 gallon
1 argument makes - - - 1 quarmrel
! quarrel makes - - - - 1 fight
1 fight makes = - “ 2 policemen
1 maginrate - - - 20/- or 14 days
Roathsrhild could write 2 few words and make

it worth £1,000,000. That's Capital,

A navvy can mowe tons of earih per day and
carn several shillings. Thars Labour.

Some tradesmen do nat study their customer
That’s 2 Mistake,

A man can run 2 business and not adverntize.
[hat’s Foolishness

Salumon had six hundred wives and slepr with
his father. Thar’s Wisdom,

When you swear, swear by your county.
When you steal, steal away from bad company.
When you DRINK, drink with

GEORGE and JENNY,

OLD HATI HOTEL,
LOWER INCE

Call frequenty.
Drink moederately.
FPay honousably.
Be good company,
Part fricodly.

Geo home quietly.

]

We have been pleasing and displeasing the
public cver since we starred.

We have alse been custed and discussed.
robbed, lied 1o, held up, hung up and
hnc@d_ up. The only reason we are

£ in business is to see what the hell
APt next.
Life is just one damned thing after another

Froni an advertising leaflet for the Old Hall Horel, Lower Ince, Wigan.
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A Southport
Shrimp?

Dear Sir,
Fumily tadition had it
that my great-grandfa-

ther, Georoe Heaton
Daglish (1832 - 1913)
described himsell as a
Southport Shnmp, which
was tiaken 1o mean that
he had been born there,
In my rescarch into
family history [ can find
no evidence of this story;
in fact his birth cenificate
sives Standishgate, Wigan
as the place of birh.
This is where his father
lived and practised as a
surgeon. George's bap
usm was at Wigan Parish
Church (All Saints) in
the following year.

I later found in the
187! census records
for Ormskirk Road in
the township of Orrell

that a group of houses
there were descrnibed
by the enumerator as
“Little Southport”. As

George's  grandfather
{Robert Daglish,
whose "Yorkshire
Horse" locomotive was
described  in Past
Forward 6} lived at

Orrell Lodge in
Ormskirk Road, could
this be the origin of
what might have been a
private joke?

Your readers seem
to be able o answer
many of the queries
which appear in your
nages.  Can
throw any light on the
reason for this area
being known as "Little
Southport"? Does the
name live on?

Many thanks for
another issue of Pasr
Forward, full of
mnterest as always.

J. R. A. Daglish,
§ Cooper Avenue
North,
Liverpool.

L18 4PG.

anvone
nyaon

Face was
peering back

Dear Sir,
Flicking through the
pages of  Past Forvard

No 15, suddenly stoppe

el
at a ghimpse of a famibar
face, Amuazingly, the face
was peering back at me
over 4 period of 64 years.
Here was my Auntie
Annie who was in the
photograph of Standurd
Three av Ince C. of E.
Central Schools taken in
1932: she is the second
girl from the left in the
front row.

Annie Ormesher, as
she then was, lived close
1o Ince Parish Church just
off Ince Green Lane, She
hisn't travelled  far,
crossing the border to live
now in the Mesnes Road
disirict of Wigan,  She
wis instantly recognis-
able from the photograph,
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Annic and her husband

Tem Green. for many
years ran g successful
butcher's shon in

Manchester Road. Higher
Ince, not far from the
schoal.

I have never really
considered it before, but
vour correspondent from
Ince-in-Makerficld made
me realise what a respon-
sibility  these  ladics
carried during the war
years and what unrecog-
mised sacnfices they must
have mude. Annig
worked in munitions at
the armuaments factory at
Brudley, Standish, while
her husband Tom was
doing his bit in the army
in the Ialian campaign,
Younger sister Florence
served in the Land Army
and she marricd Rennie

PHILIP LARKIN AND [LEITGH

Dear Sir,

'Philip Larkin - the
Leigzh Connection' { Past
Forvard No, 15) was a
valuable contribution by
Tony Asheroft to Larkin
rescarch.  Currently, |
am investigating
Larkin's topographical
connections and
wanderings in
Lancashire and was
therefore  particularly
delishted by Tony's
work, Subsequently, [
visited Leizh Library
and saw the impressive
local literary / historical
files  available for
research use, where I
was able to gather some
fascinating Larkin-
related nuggets.

Admittedly, there is

no direct conclusive
evidence to show, at the
moment, that Philip
Larkin  ever visited
Leigh. However, 1
sugpest that there is
strong  circumstantial

evidence that he knew
the town and came (o
see his maternal grand-
parents who lived at 13
the Avenue. There 152
vast collection of mate-
rial in the Hull

University Archives and
clsewhere awailing
detailed  study;  this
contains literally thou-
sands of personal family
letters  which  will
include, most likely, all
kinds of incidental
details such as visits he
mude etc. Also, despite
his well-publicised
views on family life, he
was, in fact, close to his
parents and 1s known to
have visited his paternal
erandparents grave at
Lichfield, Staffordshire,
and thercfore likely to
have been to Leigh
Cemetery to wisit the
‘Day’ family grave with
his mother.

After scarching in
Leigh Cemetery, 1 found
the plot with its rather
neglected headstone
which 1 cleaned to make
the inscription mare
casily readable. (Emily
Day died March 1934
aged 70 years; William
James Day died 16 March
1942 aged 82 years).

Can any readers help
with more details about
the Day family during
their time in Leigh of
over 45 years, from 1897

1o 19427 Philip Larkin's
grandfather,  William
Day, was evidently a
pillar of the local estab-
lishment, being Customs
and Pensions Officer for
Leigh for some 24 years
until his retirement in
1921; he was also a
member of the local
Conservative Club,
which on his death in
1942 flew the Union
Jack at half-mast. Emily
Day had connections
with  Leigh  Parish
Church, where her
daughter Eva  Day
(Philip’s mother) was
married (o Sydney
Lurkinin 1911, Eva Day
went Lo Leigh Grammar
School, then studied
French at Leigh College
before taking up a
teaching post until her
marriage. Any informa-
tion that readers may
discover will add to the
topographical jigsaw and
perhaps  allow for &
Larkin Connection Trail
to be compiled for Leigh.
Donald W. Lee,

51, East Park Close,
Ardwick,
Manchester.

M13 9SD

who took part in the inva-
sion of Europe and was
later taken prisoner by the
CGermans in Normandy.
Annie's brother
Thomas cscaped from

dreadful

France in the
evacuation of Dunkirk
apd later crossed the
Channel again to join the
fight 1o frec Europe. I all
that  wasnt  enough,
Thomus was recalled as 4
reservist (o fight in the
Karean war, where he was
tuken  prisoner  and
suffered a harrowing time
in a Chinese prisoner-of-
war camp. His wife Anita
also, I believe, worked in
munitions.

Elder sister Gertrude
also saw her husband po
ofl te war, serving in the
Green Howards, whilst
May, the eldest of the
family and my mother,
stayed al home (o rase
me and my little brother

Derek. But she didn't just
look after the two of us;
she also ook on three
evacuces from Londeon,
wo boys and a girl, ages
ranging from six 1o

cloven,

Before this <h
had looked after a little
boy called Geoffrey
Tostevin, who was a
refugee from Guernsey in
the Channel Islands and
for a short while also pave
refuge to a couple of

expatriate Wiganers
during the Bliiz on
Coventry.  All this, of

course, she did single-
handed, as my [lather
Dyson Heaton was busy
fighting his war in the Far
East. The youngest
member of the Ormesher
family, Cynil, was just old

cnough 1o became one of

the last holders of the
Burma Star.

I am sure thul every
one of the litle girls 1n

your picture could tell a
similar story. They never

enjoyed the glory, |1
shouldnt imagine that
many of them were

awarded medals, but we
certainiy owe them a iot.
Can I suy how much 1
look forward (o receiving
cach edition of Fasr
Forward. 1 believe that
your contribution to local
history is priceless. On
my occasional visis o
Wigan, mainly lo watch
the rugby, of course, 1 am
amuazed at how mueh the
place has changed in my
lifetime. You are doing o
vital job in helping 1o
preserve  what  might
otherwise be lost forever.
Tom Heaton,
21 Sycamore Close,
Wellington,
Telford,
Shropshire.
TI1 ANH



WARTIME
CRIME IN
WIGAN
AND
LEIGH

Dear Sir,

Could any of your
readers help me with the
following enquiry. [ am
about to commence
some very specific local
nistory research inio
criminal activity and
behaviour in the Wigan
and Leigh areas during
World War 11, Of partic-
ular importance will be
evidence of its effects on
sacial  attitudes and
responses  to  crime
during this period.

I would hike to know,
therefore, if anyone ‘out
there' has any informa-
tion at all regarding any
forms of *Wartime Crime
1939 - 45'. It could
consist of anything from
previously wrillen
books, notes, or essays
about wartime crime in
the area; 10 old news-
paper clippings, or
personal reminiscences.

Any material that is
provided will of course
be kept carefully, and
subscquently returned 1o
its owner. Such material
will be assessed and
interpreted with regard
to inclusion in a Ph.D.

thesis; however,
complete discretion and
anonymity regarding the
provision of any sources
can be assured.

Anyone with
anything they think
might be useful, can
contact me at  the
address below or ring
(01942) BGTS8E,

M. F. Ridding,

B.A. (Hons) M.A.,
41, Kingsdown Road,
Abram,

Wigan.

WN2 5RN

Nonconformist reaction to
the 1902 Education Act

Bear Sir,

A full-ume M.A,
History of Education
student at the Univer-
sity of London's
Institute of Education,
l am currently
researching Non-
conformist reaction 1o
the English Education
Act of 1902 - arguably
the most controversial
education-related statute
ever (o secure passage.

Since embarking on my
investigation in  late
1996, however, 1 have
encountered consider-
able  difficulty in
acquiring photographic /
pictorial evidence
depicting the marches,
public meetings and
protests detailed in
contemparary coples of
newspaper, journals and
periodicals of the north
It would be of consider-

able help, therefore, if
any readers able to help
with cither photographs
ar illustrations could
contacl me.

Many  thanks in
advance for any kind
responses that may be
forthcoming.

John Hesketh,

9, Bethersden Road,

Greenhill,
Wigan.
WNI 2RI,

HELP WANTED TO HASTEN

R e ™
SEARCH
Dear Sir,

My mother was orphaned
when quite young. Tracing her
family is proving difficult.

Her father, Albert Riley,
married Ellen Barker of the
Hardybutts area of Wigan ¢. 1904,
Their marriage does not appeur Lo
have becn registered in Wigan.

Ellen (1862-1908) - daughter
of Peter and Sarah (nee Philips) -
and Albert had two children -
Albert born 1904 and Clara (my
mother) bormn 1906,

Baptised first in St. Catherine's
C.E., Wigan, they were re-
baptised in St. Patrick’s R.C.,
Wigan in 1913. (My mother was
a choir-member of the latter).

Clara and Albert were fostered
by relatives and friends -
including an uncle and aunt,
Samuel and Jane Barker (nee
ivicHugh) who kepi a sweet shop.
Kate Costello, of Union Street, is
also understood to have assisted

in their upbringing

My grandfather, Albert Riley,
probably came from the
Chorlton, Charlton-cum-Hardy
or Cheadle Hulme area. The
place and date of his death is
unknown.

Albert Inr. went to London,
aged about 20, and was never
heard of again.

My mother left the Wigan area
when she was about 17,

Other Barker relatives are
thought to include Corrigans,
Stephensons and Clarks.

Could any reader
hasten my search?

M. Aldred (Mrs},

Flat 3, Haymarket Lodge,
28 Park Road,
Southport,

Merseyside.

PRY 9L.A

please

Speedway
in Wigan?

Dear Sir,
I would like to know if any
of your readers can help me.
I am after information on
the motor cycle sport of
Speedway. which I believe
was raced in Wigan in the
1930's, 1947-48 and in the
1950's. Also, did they have
badges for each year they
raced and if so what did they
look like?
Any help would be most
welcome.
Michael Cooke,
25 Tyldesley Old Road,
Atherton,
Manchester.
M46 9EH
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LAST issue's mystery photographs were obvi-
ously a lot more difficult to identify than usual.
Suggestions / hunches point to the following
approximate locations - {top to bottom) Leigh,
Crooke, Beech Hill x 2 and Scholes. There has
only been one positive identification, however -
the photograph second from the bottom shows
Thicknesse Avenue, Beech Hill,

Thanks to those readers who have contacted
us. | expect a lot more will respond to this wide-
ranging selection of buildings. If you can help
identify them, please contact Len Hudson in
Leigh Town Hall on (01942) 404432,




