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‘Editor

With this issue of Past
Forward wie reach
another landmark - 20
issues already! Thanks {o
everyone who has helped
in any way o make this
venture such a sucoess.

Feaders' correspon-
dence continues to be
encouraging and compli-
mentary - as you will see
once agan from those
letters which are
included in this issue,
Thanks also, as always,
to those readers who
have contributed articles
for the magazine - | will
do my best to include all
o! these when space
permils - as well, of
course, to all those who
have helped with a iinan-
cial contrnbulion. | am
aiso grateful 1o those
readers who have sent in
theirr wiews an  Lthe
projected Friends of
Wigan Herilage Service -
the response has been
overwhelmingly encour-
aging, and we hope 1o be
up and running early in
the Mew Year {see p 13)

Mention of the New
¥Year reminds me that
Christmas is, incredibly,
only just round the
corner. Once again the
Hislory Shop will be
holding special
events, 5o those readers
who are able to visit the
Hislary Shop should look
pul tor further details.
May | take this opportu-
nity 1o be one of the first
to wish all readers of
FPast Fornward a Very
Merry Christmas and a
Frosperous New Year,

some

[ From the

HERBERT WORSLEY

Bert Worsley, a regular
contrilmtar 1o Past
Foreard and good fricnd of
the Herltage Scervice sadly
died in Augusr, He was 2
wellloved and  respected
man, as was demonsirated
at his funcral, when the
church was packed to over:
flosving,

Here, Alec Hughes of the

Leigh Family History
Socicty and Detty
Hadovinovic remember

Bert: the final article which

he contributed o Past

Foreard appears on plo.
Ed.

Bert Worsley was born in
Lowton at the hrm on
Newion Road where  his
family had lived for several
generations. On his retire-
ment from farming Bert
logked into his  family
history, He found this so
interesting that lie wrote
and published a book ¢nti-
ted Family Furrows, As this
included other Lowton resi-
dents and history the book
wias well received and this
led Bert to write another
book called The udidiing
Furrows of Lowlon, 1o

include more of Lowton
history,

(1913 - 1998)

During the writing of
these books Bert collected
and was given a lot of old
photopraphs of Lowton and
decided to incorporate these
into i further volume enti-
ted A Pictorial View of Ofd
Lot

Dert collated the history
of Lowton that he had
acguircd and put together a
slide presentation and alk
on this which he pave o
local  erpanisations  and
schools, He was a leading
member of the Lane Head
Methodist Church and gave
talks on  the rise of
Methodism in Lowton,

Alec Hugles

Dear Sir,

My sister sent me part of
the Leded fournal with the
sad pews of Berr Worsley's
death.

As we were born in
Lowton, we are indebied o
him for his books and arti-
cles on local history.

He was Kind enough 1o
bring his books for my
fricnd, Kathleen Chosich,
Lowton born and now living
in Melbourne, Australin.

What started as a hobby
for his f[amily became
appreciated by many like
mysclf.

I have written to his
brother, Les, and fimily 1o
express my sympathy and
gratinade.

Bert remembercd  my
beloved grandfather,
Michael Rooney,
sharcd his love of farmland
and horses and the lovely
countryside  in all s
SUASONS,

who

I'm sure all readers of
Past Fortard will
Warsley

remember  Hert
with joy.
Mrs. B AL Radovanovic

All comments and
comespondence should
be addressed to:

Editor; "Past Forwamnd',

Wigan Heritage Service,
Market Suite,

The Galleries

Wigan WN1 1PX

Cover: Astley Gresn
Colliery in its heyday (see
article on p16).
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Oh socks

Oon't disappaint your relatives
and Iriends this Chistmas, call
into the History Shop where you
can ahways find unusual gitts with
a hertage theme, For Christmas
‘9B we have a seleclion of cards
proguced by Museums and
Galleries Marketing as well &s our
ever popuiar range ol Victonan
cul-outs. We have ftraditional
woad and lin leee decoralions,
ddvent candlies and siained glass
candle holders. if you have a
Hirdley connection then 1he [alest
addition 1o aur lgcal history book
slack, “"Around. Hindley and
Abram®, could be Just the gift
you're looking for

Children are catered for tHis
year with 4 range of colourul and

tigh quahty toys from “Ernest the
Bear”, including Dress-me-dolls
and Jack-im-a:boxes. We also
have loys for ‘grown-ups’; repro-
duction wing-up tin zeppelins,
rocket carousels and agrodromes
filso new for 98 a selection of
neediepaint Kils: bockmarks, pin
cushions, needlecases and
samplers, in a range of altractive
dasigns.

tew |ewellery lor Chrisimas
98 includes silver pendants and
garrings inspired by the designs
of William Marris. As always our
stock §5 available by mail order,
just 7img (1342 B28218 for
details. Happy Christmas shop-
ping!

... just what | wanted
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THE ¢losure-of a school 1s
always atiended by wcertain
amount of sadness, espe-
cially when that school has
served i local community
for many years, July saw the
closure of Stubshaw Crass
Church of England Junior,
Ashton-in Makerfield, The
Archivist was able o liaise
with the Head TFeacher
regarding the selection of
records for  permanent
preservalion m the Archives,
and these are now available
1o researchers, adding to our
considerable holdings  of
school records which are a
valuable source for educa-
tional  historians,  local
history rescarchers and. of
course, family histonans.

Like many Viclorian
clementary schools,
Stubshiw Cross was estab-
lished as a National Schoaol,
whereby it received a prant
from the National Society
for Promoting the Education
of the Poor in the Principles
of the Established Church
(the Society had been set up
in the early 1800°s in order
1o improve the lamentable
provision of schooling for
the masses). Stubshaw Cross
opened in 1874 and came to
he known locally as SL
Luke's hecuuse of ils associ-
ation with the iron church of
that name builtin 1895 as a
mission 1o 5t. Thomas's.
This attractive black and
while structure, so familiar
o those coming inlg Ashlon
alonz Bolton Road has
recently been demolished in
order 10 be rebuill.

The original Victoran
schools were nearby on
Bolton Road, too, and these
buildings were used right up
i 1972, since when they
also have been demolished.
In that year the school
maoved o a new site at
Willow Grove, pleasantly
surrounded by new housing
and playing fields. The

records are faicly complete
Log books, kept by the Hed
Teachers, chronicle the daily
life af the school from
opening to closure. As was
usuil, the school was
divided into two deparl-
ments - infants and mixed.
Each was inspecied sepa-
rately and between 1880 and
1963 separale log books
were kept for the infants
school. Admissions regis-
ters, the most obviously
useful record for genealo-
aists, survive for the mixed
school exeept for 188I-
1904 Official copies of the
various. H.M.  Inspectors’
reports  (which were
supposed to be but not
always copied into the log
bouoks) survive separately

from the 19205 1w the
P60 5. These show what the
inspeetars thought about the
state and efficiency of the
school, and may also reflect
changing fashions in educa-
tional theory with which
mspectors tricd 1o influence
teachers,

Another type of record
that reflects a vanished era is
the punishment  books.
These often doen’t survive,
but they were properly
printed formal registers of

et
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corporal
intlicted on c¢hildren as a
matter of course. For
Stubshaw Cross two books
survive, covering the brief
periods 1901-1908  and
1935-36. On the evideénce of
these, 1t is clear that in

Stubshaw Cross C.E. Scheol Magazfnc.
ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD.

FEBRIARY, 1924,

No. f

af their ald schaal

Way.

EDITORIAL.

A HAPPY NEW YEaARl to all our readers,
This issue af ™ The Gleaner ™ 15 the first sinre the Centml School
took {ifty-ane of our schelars from us
siell imierest themselves 1o the _'1|:||.;:IZ|C1_‘_

reparts some of them have sent ws that they are maintainme the lenoor

Nao tnpovations will be found in this issue, except that we lave been
faveuted by two contpbutions fram the Infant Dopaciment.
te the buddimg anthors, and to all whe have helped the Magazine many

We trost that many of thea il

Weare pleased w learn from

Gt Tich

I clambered into bed:

leoking thoughriully inte epace,

A SCHOLAR'S DREAM.

After o supper of suet dumplings T got ready do go to hed.  Dvowsily
1 dozed and then awoke about three times, then
fnally I drepped into a profound steep

Suddenly 1 found mysell ot a desk with papers lered ail agound
me. 1 was the Editor of that fxmous mAgaLine T Gleaner,”™ | pricked
i an article which o ambrtious youngster had brought en. Alter reading
the Arst ling | theew {1 into the wasiepaper basket, for it had been copied
out gf "' The Wizard,” ar some such boak,

Oh dear! T moaned, “can’t | ger one good ariicle Trom somiecne 2

Wearily 1 rase’ and went into the private room where wiy stafl were
putzhing their brains ool 1o 0y 1o find a subject suitable for the magazime.

Some, while seebing incpiravion, were chewing the ends of ther
pencids to pulp, and others were resting their heads na their hapds and

Nefus From the Avchifies

Edwardmn times caning was
very commonly used, on
children as young as seven.
for fmlings such as careless-
ntss, unpunciiality, inatlen-
tion, laziness, as well as
more obvious misde-
meanours such as truancy,
disorderliness., stone
throwing, fighting and odd
ineidents such as ‘culting
huttons aff girls” jackets'.

Finally. one very unustal
item must be mentioned
Thisas a single specimen of
The G
series) which was the school
magazine, As far as | know
this 15 the only example of &n
elementary school producing
its own printed magazing in
the Wigan district: certainly
it is the only one in the

mier tno. & n o the

Archives, This particular
number includes a  short
account by Cecilia

Hammond (class VI) of a
schaol outing by train (o New
Brighton, and of a trip to the
theatre 1n Wigan 1o see a rare
Shakespeare production.

More Registers Now
Available

One of the few remaimng
oaps in our holdings of
parish registers within the
Metro arca has been filled.
The registers of S, Micihael
& Adl Angels: Howe Bridze.
which date from mid-
Victorian times, have been
micrefilmed at the Archives
in Leigh: one set has been
made for the History Shop.
another for Leigh Leeal
History Library. The records
filmed are: baptisms 1873
1993; marriages |875-
1995; banns |896- 94
confirmations 18791918
The ariginals are duoe (o be
deposited at the diocesan
recond office 1in Manchester.
Thanks are due to the vicar,
Rev. Bracey, und the PC.C.
for allowing us 1o horrow
the records for copying,

BN
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AS Local History: Officess Tany contin-
ually adding to my biographical files
on parsonalities of the Wizman area.
Fregquently my information comes from
wnexpected sources. Recently 1 was
wdly thumbing throush the October
edition of Film Review and noticed a

smvill nem recarding the death of Viola
Kears: Unfortunately the date of death
Wity incorrect by nearly three months,
However, T was lucky enouch to ascer-
tain it o full obituary was provided in
the lndependent of 8 August 1998 - the
anly newspaper o record her death,

From my Tiles [ already had some
basic information on Viela. Actually
Keatswas only her stage name, herreal
name being Viols Smuarl. Born in
Doune, Perthshire in March 1911, the
famiiy moved (o Galborne in 1925
when her father, S:W. Smart became
seeretary  of Messrs. Harbens i
Golborne. She lived in the township for
abput three years. Whilst there she
atended the Notre Dame Convent
School in Swundishzate. A letter |1
received from someone in Orrell some
yvears apo remembered her as Caotall
slimy girl wiath reddish hair and blue
eyves, She had long hands with long
tapering fingers. When the elass had o
huve o maths lesson. Viola left the
roon and went for an art lesson’.

MANY FRIENDS

Adter her ume at Golborne, where
she made many friends, she joined the
Liverpoo] Repenory Company in 1930,
making her first appearance it the
Liverpool Playhouse as Sarah Hurst in
Noel Coward’s “Easy Vieme”. She
played o varety of parts with the
company untii she joined RADA in
1932 where she received the Bancroft
Giold Medal in 1933, Her first London
sage appeiarance the sume year wils as
Alex Millward in the "Eirsraff Stde” my
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the Appolly Theatre, The Following
yearshe made her Broadway debut in
the sianie e

Alsey in 1933 she made various B
movies such as ‘Donble Weddine' and
Too Meany Linfortanately
these, like many other films, were
destroyed after Warner's Teddington
Studia closed and the British Film
Institute refused to toke more than ten
films for preservation.

GAVE UP MAKING FILMS

Luckily. one film of this period
which survived was Michael Powell's
“The Night of the Parey ' (1934 which

Wries",

Mgy Vieda Smdet

way made for Gaumont British, Tom
Vallance, who wrote the obituary for
the Independents, noted that “Keats
breathes conviction into the sometimes
stilted dialogue and makes even the
depunciative  “You seem
natural’. Eollowing on fram this she
made “The Last Affeire another Powell
film. She also appeared 1n the 1935
iim The Guy''nor 't which also starred
Gieorze Arliss: In [Y36, after appearing
10 the film ‘A Wenan Alose ' (aka "Tivo
Wiho Dared’) with: Henry Wileoxon,
she gave up making Alms for over 20
years, a5 she wished w0 coneentraie on
her theatrical career.

swing”

Viola appeared in ‘Gemle Rain'
(1936) on the London stage before
truvelling 1w America. During the

19407 andd 1930°s her theatrnical credits
included Macberts' (1941), ‘Murder
Without Crime' (1943, 'Angel Streer’
(19443, “The London Tree' (1948 and
‘e of o Thowsand Days' (1948) on

Broadway, where her role was that of

Elizabeth Boleyn., mother to Anne.
Later this piay was (o be made into a
[im starring  Richard Burton and
Cenevieve Bupold, By the early 1950
she wis touring Ausiralia in Tenncssee
William's play ‘A Streercar srenned
Desire” in which she took the purt of
Blanche Dubois, In 1953 she was back
an the London stage with “Down Carie
a flackhird” which opened ul the ©Q
Theatre before being transterred (o the
Savoy.

After this she retarned to films and
appeared n ‘Mo
(1957), a nursing story in which Anna
Neagle played Matron. This  was
followed by ‘She Didn’t Sayv Ne'
(L95R), ‘G the Fiddfe® (1961), 'The
Romeur Spring of Mrs, Stene” (1961),
‘Witcheraft' {1964 ) with Lon Chancy
Jnr and “The Wirches ™ (1967) with Joan
Fontaing.

RETURNED TO THE
STAGE

Cnee-again she returned Lo the stage

Time For Teoars!

and 1ook on such reles as Lavinia in
The Heiress' 11964) al the Asheroft
Theatre, Croydon, Leonora in “Ledies
fn Retivgment' (1965), Mrs. Hardcastle
in “She Sroops ro Congrer’ (1966).
Lady Frinton in “Aren't We ALY ([B67)
at the Savay and the Abbess in
‘Abelard and Eloise’ (1972) at the
Wyndham Theatre, In 1974 she joined
the Nauonal Theatre at the Old Vic for
‘Weat of Kin'. One of her last appear-
ances was as Mrs. Culver in W,
Somerset  Maughan's  play  ‘The
Constant Wife' (1975) in Leatherhead.

*
e

sereen career, Viola spent her retire-
ment in Brighton where she finally
died, She wus twice married, firstly 10
Harold Peterson in 1933 and then 1o
William' Kellner, both of whom she

outlived
T.A.



| FIRST became aware of Ellen
Weeton in the lige 1960%: 11 was
throueh  a  local newspaper
article [ollowing the publistung
of Miks Woeton's Jovernad of o
Groavermeds | David and Charles,
a9y an two volumes, The
books have long been out of
print smnd 1t wasto be many years
[ater before | bocume the owner
af the two volumes, couriesy of
a second-hand book dealer,

My interest i Ellen Weston
was rekindled because of two
interesting artieles i Pust
Forwarnd (Nos, B and 93 relatng
to hitherto unknown informa-
tion of dMiss Weeton's final
days, including the discovery of
her death certificate. And only
very recently my incidental
chscavery of the grivestone of
Miss Wecton’s Aunt Barton,
sy set i o churchyard foot-
pitth:

Some may be unaware of tic
importance of Ellen Weetan’s
‘copy’ leiters and joumal, which
are loday ol inestimable value 1o
local and  social  histenians,
detling, as they do, everyday
life in Lancashire and beyond
and especially in Wigan and
chistriets some 200 years ago.

Painstaking editor

The facts relaung 1o Ellen
Weeton's hife were first brought
to public netice by an enthusi-
ustic collector of books and
diaries. dand  alse  puinstaking
researcher, Edward Hall, rwas a
mast fortupate diy in 1925 that
Edward Hall, Sumveyor o
Upholland  Dristrict  Council,
discovered the bulk of Ellen
Weeton's  ‘copy” letiers and
extracts ol lier hife i the shop of
an gnorant Wigan book dealer,
Edhward Hall realised their signef-
icance through the exceplionally
gifted and descriptive wnter that
wits hliss Weeton, His meticu-
lots editing  resulted in Lhé
publishing in [936 and 1939 of
My Weeron (Oxford University
Press) in two volumes.

Ellen ‘Weeton®s life. many
years of swhich was spent al
Uiphollind, Wigin anil
Liverpool, hus all the ingredients
of & “best seller™, So stated the
lite eminent histormn, 1. 1
Bagley, WLA iy his new intri-
duction o the 19659 editon:

"The  widow reduced to
poverty alter losing hir hushand
dlsedy the young herpine sell-
lessly sacrificing her youth and
declining the hand ol a sunor;

ELLEN WEETON

(1776-1849)
GOVERNESS

the courage shown by the
heroine when her rapacious
aunt presses her te pay her late
mother’s  debls; her weak.
ungrateful brother and socially
ambitious sister-in-law disdian
her! the scheming  widower,
wha, i Jeapue with her trai-
larous  brother, marries the
heraine lor her money. The
inevitable wrerchedness of the
heraine.  afler  muapy  years
thunful devotion 1o her brutal
hushband, reaches a climax in
her false imprsonment  and
enforced separation from her
daughter”

Rejected at Leigh

In the end justice appeared
to preyail, but the weight of
years had taken their wil. The
disercdited  hushand moved
from the district: the daughter
eventually chose w live with
her mother; the weak and trai-
torous brother and one ime
Clerk to Leigh Magisirates was
rejected at Leigh in “the light of
corroborative prool of his loosye
interpretation of the dunes ond
opportunities ol an Altomey”,

Up.frr}Hu.'ld S8 Therers Hie My

—

In the absence of uny recurd
by her own hand beyond 1825,
the final yedars of the heroine
could only be surmised unril
VERY recenl tmes.

Discovery in Liverpool

A county directory testified
that the heromne thar was Miss
Weeton (then known: as Mrs.
Stock) resided in Standishzute,
Wigan, in 1844, the home of her
daughiter. In the same yvear the
house was sold. Unlonunately no
e e
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time which maght have contained
information relating 16 her death.
The Wigan Tieres, which exiswed
from [84% 10 1851, revealed no
trace of an obiluary nolice.
Edwird Hall himself believed
and stated “that sbhscurely as she
lived. so obscurely she died” A
further 60 years was 1o clapse
before in 1994 more information
on Miss Weeton, came (o light. Tt
was through the discovery n
Liverpool of her death centficate.
She died possibly at the home ol
her daughter and  son-in-law,
William wnd Mary Newell, of 71
Bedford Strect, Toxteth. then a
fashionable area of the city,

(O PR e e I e
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-

artvr Claereln o PO Ty viese o aafoiond sy Ellen Weeton wioteld Bohve seveor

Hir death 1s recorded as |2
June 1849, awe 72 Cause of
death s stuted ws typhoid fever

Tnodn age of hesh rtes of infani

muortality amd premature adult
death rates, the heroine. azanst
all odds, presumably  finally
lived tn peace andl relajpye.
comfor and clearly cxcevded
life™s allotted Biblical span of
three score years and ten.

J.o A Roby
Orrell, Wigan

®In foulure issues of Pasr
Forward it is planned to
publish occasional articles
on extracts from the life of
Ellen Wecton and also
details of her circle. The
first of these will appear in
the Spring 1994 issue with
the story of Miss Weeton's
parcntage and her carly life
at her Lancaster hirthplace
and why, with her mother
and brother, she removed to
the ancient village of
Upholland, near Wigan. In
addition will be details of
Miss Wecton's Aunt
Margaret Barton, described
earlicr as “the rapacious
aunt™. Margaret Barton’s
pravestone, removed from
its original position, now
forms o highly visible part
of a recently Liid footpath in
Upholland Churchyard, Ed,

eon dbresrclvart of Uphollcmd o J8220 The dunililing e o rrgdie s The Porsomege’ o wers rebineds in thar

vear (e Uplolland Conservative Club




Mr. J. E. Moore, who died in 1982, fortunately wrote down fiis memories of John Summner’s Haigh
Brewery, where he worked in the 1920°s and 1930°s. Here is the third and final part in a seriali-
sation of these mewmories. Ed.

Memories of Haigh Brewery

(By someone who worked there 50 vyears

ONE end of the stones wis wsed
for the storage of hotles filled
ready for dispateh, The shelves
in this sinele: brick boilding
wiere 20t apar and were from
Noor to ceilling. The shelves
were of 2" thick stone and we
plaiced two of the old siyle
plaster Laths across the back of
the shellabout 27 lrom the back
and 4% apart. We then placed a
row of bottles on these Iving on
their sides, then anolher row of
laths and more bottles. Up to six
rows could be safely stored in
this way. The shelves were decp
cnough o take 2 second row in
front and never did 1 see a single
Bottle burst or fall down, At the
Beginning of November, 1 began
to prepare for Chostmas, filling
every available space [ could
spare. By the middle  of
Decembier T toed to have about
3000 bottles ready 1o cover the
orders up 10 New Year's Eve.

Sumner’s brand of
whisky

Filling the bottles reguired
carclul scruting Lo make sure
they wire not cracked. and a
quick snill alse was needed in
cuse they had been used for
paraffin, Sitting on a thred
lepped stool T would pat a doeen
al o time into a basket made
spociudly Lor holding these, The
bottles  were  corked  and
Labelled by hand, AN that
remiined 1o complete was o
covering of the correct colour
of sealing wax - blue lor port,
Beawn amd yellow for sherry
{the two Kinds). The spirit
hottles also had different lead
fuil tops, which were then given
a gentle squecze in o rubber-
joined hand press o give the
crinkled  effect.  Years apo
Sumner’s hramil of whisky was
known uas  Snowllaky, but
dunng my time there it was res
christened Glen Haigh, MMuosi
important were  the  Excise
Ceptificiates, Evers order poing
it 1o clubs, pubs and  off
licences had to carry with it ene
of these certificates, giving the

o]

address and description of the
bottles supplicd. Thad (o keep
a4 copy wrillen on tear-away
counterfoils supplicd by Mr.
Burston. [ had o notion that
when we drew the spirits from
bond we only paid the actual
enst price, the duty payable
being charged on the amounts
declared on the certificates.
This was prohbably the lore-
runner of the present VAT.

Like Crachit and
Scrooge

O his teavels around Mr.
Burston would collect those
certificates and once a month
he came in and, like DBaolb
Crachit and Scroope, we sat at
the desk. For an hoor or so 1
was reading from my Excise
book whilst he checked the
counterfoits. All being well, we
took a quick check of the botile
stock. Alter carctully
measuring with  his  brass
dipstick every cask, he would
be on his way.

In addition to the ligquid
refreshment [also took care of
the cigarcttes and tobacco
trade we ran. The hotels were
expected o buy from ws, but
we had no authority over the
clubs, although most of them
did patronise ws. The cipa-
rettes were delivered by the
railwiays and by molor wagons
from Manchéstern 1 was quite
intripucd by these wagons,
which were Carrier wapons.
The rool of the driver’s cab
overhung the engine a little
way. 1 expect it was to protect
the driver from the rain, as
there was no windscreen, The
best quality cigarclies came in
20,000 boxes, the cheaper kind
in 50,000 boxes, The pupulur
brands @i that time were
Players, Capstan, Gold Flake
and Craven A, These were sold
at #s.3d. for a 200 carton. The
largest  demand  was  for
Woodbines, Robin Star and
Park Drive. A 250 pack of
Waondbines was 55.11d. and o
200 puck wias ds. 11d. You may

notice that 1 make no mention
ol matches, for they would
have been very poor bed-
fellows in a wine and spirit
stores! Thin twist tobacco was
in good demand, thin brown
for chewing down the mine,
and black for smoking at home
ina Yoz, pki. It was sold for
5s.3d. a pkt. Our turnover for
cigarcties and tobaceo was
approximately £280 per week.

Impaortant instructions

Messrs. Lawton, Gibson
and Hampson were allowed a
bottle of whisky and o syphon
of spda cach week, Tor their
callers 1 suppose. When 1 took
over charge of the stores T was
given Iwo  very imporiant
instructions. Firstly 1 must
never go outl of sight of the
door unless it was locked and
the Keys were inomy pocket. T
I'was going out of the yard for
an I'Il'l'l]r 0nr mare On SO
errand I must hand the keys to
Mr. Scotson in the office. The
spcond  order concierned o
bottle of sherry, o wine glass
and a napkin on a tray. Inside
the stores I couwld unlock a
door leading into o small
cloakroom. The adjoining
room was used only for the
quarterly board meetings. The
tray 1 placed on the hallstand,
every day of the week
including Saturday, an extra
bottle being left for Sunday.

Every evening around 10
o'clock the visitor, hoving o key
to the gate and the office, spent
about an hour inside, then left
as guietly as he had arrived.
These nocturnal visits were
allowed  to take place in
complete apreement with the
walchmuan's dop. Unforiunately
one evening the sequence wis
biroken - our  visitor only
arrived af one o'clock in the
morning, and was promptly
bitten by the dog! Within a few
days he had to lose his arm and
i little later he died. This was
Mr. Peck, the Director who
lived af Culraven House,

ago)
Cabbage Club

All grders came by post on

Maondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays;  these  were
studied by Mr.  Harry

Ainscouph and arranged into
convenient wagon loads. Over
the years he had become accus-

tomed to  decoding  these
R e e e
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to them. One sheet of paper, for
example, gave only one word as
the address - Wackuns. This
was followed by the order, but
pave no signature. This could
only be J. Winstunley, George
Inn, Pemberton® Another gem
was from Tyldesley Allotment
Holders Association. The Club
Secretary  probably  didn't
believe in wasting ink, for he
just pave the address as
Cabbape  Club, Another
regular order came from the
Tower Buildings in Wallgate,
and for this T had a collection
of wines, spirits, champagne
and bottled beer. These were to
satisfy the needs of the elite
geniry who held their functions
there. The trips to the Tower
Buildings I never relished, for
it meant a climb of 52 steps Lo
the top fMoor and another teip
the following morning to bring
buck the unconsumed stock
and cmplies.

We also had a mystery man
who senl in orders lor beer
and spirits from the farms and
lurge around
Goosnargh, Chipping  and
Lonpridge. 1 never met him,
hut my brother Tom kncow
him, for he delivered these
orders once a fortnight. In
days some of these
country travellers wsed to
combing a sideline along with
their regular role. Our Private
Seeretary, M Lawton, was a
native of that area, which
probably led to the orders
from there.

houses

those
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Memories of
Haigh Brewery

continued from p6

“"Grogging™’

We also supplied golf clubs
at Arley, Hindley, Gathurst,

Dean Wood, Shaw  Hill,
Chuarles and Fulwood,
Preston. My  [riend, John

Anderton, a clerk, also hyd o
private sideline. Into every
spirit cask which was empticd
1 would ponr about three gills
of water and plup up the hole
where the tap lad been, Then
I rolled this away to the dutch
harn where the casks were
stored and every few daoys |
would take atrip down there
and give the cask a little *up
and under”. After o few weeks
we drained the contents and
our reward was guite a palat-
able drink. This “grogging”
was actually an offence by law!

From 1 o'clock in the after-
noon, e Platt and N Hopghes
came in o make their report
and cash in. This wis an oppor-
tunity for me and, taking one of
the cars, I would deliver a few

local orders. There was the
communion  wine  for  the
Vicarape, orders for

Haighlands, the Moat Hoose,
Haigh Hall and for M Maurice
Stone at the Curfew, who for
vears was a Representuative of
the Shedl Ol Company.

Overnipght the cars of M
Hughes and M Platt had to be
in the garape, and they them-
selves would cateh the bus into
Wipan. Motor cars were thin on
the road. The first car in Haigh
was a Daimler wsed by Dr
Cooke, the next one an Overland
which my father had in 1921,
Around Wigan most of the cars
were ex-army and they must
have been hrought over from
France at the end of the war
There were Buoicks, Chryslers
and Lancias. Mr. Gibson owned
a small French Citreen car, hut
he never mastered the art of
driving it, although Mrs. Gibson
digd! Mr. Hampson had his pony
and trap, of which he was very
proud, and used Lo say that he
could beat any wagon home
from any pub. I think he could,
for the pony wenl as if possessed.
Provender for the pony came
from Cravens at Chorley, whole-
sale procers who delivered to
Girepory’s at the corner shop,

now the Post CHTice, and also to
Mr. Casson who had the posi
office next door

Always shining bright
Drivers were expected 1o
keep their ssagons always
shiming bright, and with o plen-
tiful supply of hot water from
the washhouse, there was no
excuse not to odo so. The
resulting bright appearance
these wagons always seemed to
give was  due to a fnpal
rubdown with a cloth dipped
and rung in a buckel of water
and a pint of pacaflin. A supply
of paraflin was kept because
the Crawford at Red Rock was
wired for electricity, powered
by a small petrol paraffin
engine. The landlord at that
time was M Bert Tarbuock.

Entering the hotel a0 that
time ane was confronted by o
frying pan hanging on the wall
and on this were painted the
finpers amd numerals of o
clock, Below on o pligue was
painted the fullowing - Owing
to the incfTiciency of our local
anglers, we have put the fryving
pan to better use'.

A woman from the bottling
stores vsed to come in once a
week to wash the floors and
generatly clean up. Thire was
one small task T had to attend
Lo mysell. Sometimes @ cask
ceased o run from its Lap,
where there could be a further
aallon or so remaining. Then |
would take out the tap and
empty what liguid remained
into a wooden bucket. This
mixture of wood shavings from
(rearge’s broce and bit didn't
look very appetising, but at
125.6d. o bottle I had to salvape
what [ could. through an old
time method of purification,
Imagine an old siyle buiter
churn with the barrel fixed
upright in its frame, holding
ahout two gallons with the top
open. Under the base was
attached a short brass pipe
and so with o hole in the harrel
the contents could run
through, Attached to the collar
on the pipe [ ticd a small linen
bagp like the old time money
bap with draowstrings, Now |
had a supply of what resem-
bled thick blolting paper and,
Laking a sheet about 97 sqoare,
I would pull it inte small picces
over a basin of cold water and
stir it, making a pulp. Then |
powured this into the barrel and
it dropped through to the linen
bag as clear os crystal.

Im the winter time the 1w
postmen would call on us to
thaw out in the bailer house,
hut in summer they went down
the cellar to quench their
thirst. Jint Bibby from near SG
Elizabeth’s Church worked
the Aspull round the Walter
Couch, then living in o cottage
at Holly MNook. delivered
arpund Haigh and Redrock.

A grand party

Around Christmas time we
were entertained ot o prand
party at the Running Horses,
Aspull, and as a Chiristmas bhox
we received a cash bonus. This
wis supposed to bein line with
the amount of trade accom-
plished over the yvear, and was
usually cight eor nine days'
Wi,

Please don’ take the view
from these few notes that here
was a free and easy establish-
ment, Tor we were o collection
of conscientious folks, as dedi-
cated as a bunch of share-
holders. The old proverh that
all good things must come to
an end came true, when the
rumour spread around that we
may be “laken over™. A few

weeks later il was to hecome a
reality, when two wagons came
into the yard with 30 barcels of
bitter beer from Greenall
Whitleys, 51, Helens. From
then on the cloods really path-
ered as more and more heer
was hrought i My stock of
cigareites camoe to an end and
the lofe 1o
make their own arranpgements,
The final blow seemed to come
wlien the last brew was made.
This was also the last visil hy
the Barmers for their grains.

CUslonmers wore

All the orders were diverted
Lo 5t. Helens and, after a final
check by Mr Buorston, the
contents of the stores were also
Laken amayt T was left with just
the cobwebs to lock up. The
hoiler fires were drawn. The
premises o which we supplicd
electricity were connected 10
the village supply and the
cngine wis switelod off. This
gave us all that real church-
vard leeling. I think the onls
folks who went along with the
husiness were M Lawton, Mr
Jolly and the travellers. At the
end of 2 week’s notice we were
given £10 for evers year's
service, The hotels, the stock
and the poadwill were sold for
£230,000.

BOB DOBSON

Publisher and Book Dealer

LLANCASHIRE
YORKSHIRE & CHESHIRE
I buy, sell and search for secondhand

books relating to these counties: I search
for books: I issue lists. I buy quantities of

other books.

LIST OF MY NEW PUBLICATIONS
~ ON REQUEST

BOB DOBSON
“Acorns”
JISTAINING RISE,
STAINING,

BLACKPOOL FY3 0BU.

Tel. (01253) 893678




In the second extract from the Mewories from the life of James Albert Davies,
the author recalls his days at Wigan Technical College.

Memories from the life of
James Albert Davies

IN 1925 [ moved gn to the Wigan and District Mining and
Technical College and entered a wonderful new life; trav-
clling by train. | had a free contract to visit Wigan when-
ever | pleased, and 1 entered a further form of education
which was “right up my street’.

Adter moving on ol the
Wigan Fechmeil Collepe, Tkept
up iy lessure achivities with the
Coppull  Moor  vommuanity:
mast of my conlempuriries up
thepe went 10 work 10 the mine
om leaving schood o 14 years of
age. But T sl enjoyed beins
aumaongst them for football and
other leisure pursoits, although
there wisn't as much appartu-
Nty as forrmaer] y.

Cxneol our favotnle pastimes
Was swimming in o clay-pit in
Chisnal Wood, just behind the
mine wihere they worked) they
winld eome steaight from their
workiat the end of their shift (2
prod, and dunng schoal holidays
I was able 10 join them; it was
only a “lang walk” frm swhere 1
hived, Noswimsuils, o towels
ele, ay | would huve been in
trouble with my parents i they'd
Kpown what wis going on, |
ulways tonk o picce of soap with
me on these occasions, as there
were no hathrooms in working
class houses an those days. A
“weash’ in the clay-pil wis better
than nothing, wnd after o swim
and o race round oo sdjoming
field we were dry eneagh anid
didn’need wwels. Meither were
theee pit-head baths. ond the
muncrs were as black as the coul
when they ‘came upl: 1
remenber effenng them my
Pece Gl s0ap on one gocasion, 1
be et by point biunk refusal -
“What's the vse of hiovimg o
watsh, wetll only get bluck aeain
tomormow! Quite Ierally, they
were only swashing their hands
und Faces befors godm out gl
aight. upant from bith-times in
the old vnbath our i the yird
the: buck of the howse:

L was resminded of such prac-
fiees many years later when our
son Used 10 come home from
Grammise Schod coversd in
e from the rugby feld, op te
by meck unider his chathes, apan
fromn has hinds and feve.  He
comtended thut thers wasn't

B

time to have o shower Beiween
Lessons, bul at least he was
dizpiiched wo the bath a5 soon
as-he et Mum!

Never “‘doffed off”’

Women were HEVET
employed vaderground in the
mines, but were used “on top’
o the washing and sorting of
cod which the men had sent up,
and 4 hardy race of females
they were, Same of them used
10 fotlow the lads o the ‘swim-
ming pocl’ when they found
aul wlhli wias going on, bul,
unlike wvs; they never ‘doffed
il and 2ot an - they used to st
on the bank and taunt us, danng
us o get out, and as often as not

g oan the waier
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1'|.W|ng' h:c'T'l dumped in by the
rmnees when their patience was
cxhousted.  We alwiys hished
them out, as, unlike ws, they
never had the chance to learn (o
swim - almast impossible to get
to the public swimmng baths i
towns, and they couldn’t “cast
off™ and learn in the nvers and
punds like lads,

Looking back, swimming
was my salvation wwith the
Coppull Moor [eutemity - being
atthe Tech hid nmprosved my
swimming i fleaps: and
bounds" and | was casily the
besl an the water - nol soiin the
ficld of wrestling and 1rials of
sirength on land, however!
Warking 1n the mine had made
them too strong for lads who
were still dal schoaol and always
come off Second best, but 1
always enjoyed mysell with
them and | don’t remember any
quarrelbing or anger in their
‘pluy - 4 have pieasani mem-
ries oof the Hull's: Frith's,
Duify s, Heyes's, eie. and-keep
comng across their descen-
dants in the nerghbourhood,

Bath time" i those far off
days was o mummwih onder-
faking for muitis of Lirge Fanii-
s = workinp-class houses

didn 't hivve hathroomy, and the
norm Wik i portable tn-bath;
fitled by kertles and pans cie
which were heated on the old
Yorkshire: runges. some o
which hod in-built side ranks
where water was heaed by the
fire and [adled oul for use with
a ladling-can, and 4 busy time
wis had by all-- in front of the
fire in winter and out in the
back yard im summer, weather
permitting in Coppull, we
were luckier than most people;
although there was no bath-
room. there was a back botler
to the “posh” range and a small
ey linder upstiirs in i bedroom
where some ot water could be
stored and drawn-off through
the Uips when reguired - bailing
kettles were sull needed 1o top-
up, bul i was easier. We also
had g posh hip-bath, rounded
inside and with i back rest like
an oarm l_h i, the rounded

T tm ol
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skirt which sat 1the whaole thing
firmly on the Toor

Bath night

Friday might wiis the regular
appminted bath night with no
excusts; Marjone (very young)
abways had first use of the bath,
but I don’t remember any other
‘pecking  order® - probably
depended on who was ready:
the same witer topped up by the
eyver-ready Kettles, and whicn e
were all dore, the eniptying of
the 'bath (lacling cans and pansy
ete) and the mopping up lefr
little of the night for anything
clse: On one eccasion, as:the

lust eandidate was gelling oul of

the: bath (Arthur, T think) o
partéd company from its skirt.
and what & panie - water all over
the' fToor: no carpels in (hase
days, either ling or otl-cloth the
usbal covenng, and loose rugs
which were taken up il in any
donger of gething wel.

Every year, as o fumily, we
attended the Sunday Schoal tea-
party-and coneen at Hizh-Sireet
Methodist Church. Standish -
father™s home ground, Tt wasn'l
exactly a thnlling affair, having
e histen 1o adulis ke Aunte
Ethel and Uncle Stanley singing
boring songs, vie, but 1 was one

wiy of keeping in touch with
our Standish cousins. All the
men wsed 10 retire t the cellar
borler-house for a smoke, and 1
we wanted Fither for anything
wie hod te go down there for lnm
(il ‘we could see through the
tohacco smoke and the smoke
and {umes [rom the coke-fired
boiler). It is contended, nowa-
days, by the knowledpeable, thal
sroking is u CKiller < if this is
s, all those men in that smoke-
hole should Have collapsed and
died on the spul, but they prob

ably lived to o npe old ape
(without doctors) ay my Fither
thd

We didn't make this annual
event-one year - father hoad sent
us o g bock sirect barber 1o pet
our hiir cut i readiness, and
when sve returned home and they
saw the resull, mother almost
passed oul, three of us, with not o
hair left between us, having been
close-snipped all over. Father was
by no means g (ussy mun, but
even he couldn’t for shame o
take us to the party i that state.
and he had to go by himsell

*® ¥ * W " &

The General
Strike: 31 March -
25 November 1926

Rumblings  of  industrial
unrest, which started soon alter
the resumption of ‘normal’ life
after the-end of the war, were
getting louder and lopder. and
more and more warrying 1o all
adults, The Tand fil Tor herees
10 return 10 wiis nol franspring,
Workers were [ar from satisfied
with the retum for their labour,
and the result was a declaration
ol strike action by the miners
on 31 March 1926, which was
to fast 29 weeks nnnd 25
Movember 1926 and cuused
unteld misery and hardshap
throughionl the countey

Stricily speaking. it was the
conl-strike, but as everything
depended on coul [or power, the
whole countey’s industry Was
virtually shut down.  Low

=



wanes after the war-time subsi-
divs had  bheen removed,
following the hish war-time
pay the miners hoad enjoyed,
and  subsequent  short-time
warking now that the urgent
demand for coul 1w prosceute
the war was over, had been
causing discontent for some
time. anereasingly 5o until it
finally boiled over and the
strtke was declared at the end
of March 1926,

Soup kitchens

Again, we dida't seem (o be
unduly affectied as younpgsters,
but fo doubl mether and Tather
must have found it difficult to
COpe ¥CL agln o soon after the
difficulties of war, alung with
all the working-class people
throughout the eouniry, and the
longer it lasted the worse every-

thimo wrant Cranem Lirikhar
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conimon throughout the land.
and were the salvition of many;,
as-a Family, we never necded
them and I don't remember talk
of them in our village, but 1t s
possible) that they were (0 use
withou! us knowing. The busi-
ness which Tather had bought
had at seme time been o confec-
honer's; there was u ‘bake
house® ot the rear complete with
i large oven. and this was
compiundeered by the authori-
ties aind  school  children’s
lunches were couked therein
and carried jeross the road 1w
the nearby Council School

Jack Wi ateending
Balshaw's Grammar School,
and uswitlly travelled by train -
but there were no trams and no
alternanve transport ather than
his own “Shanks” Pony'. For
the duration of the strike, apart
from school holidays, he
walked from  Coppull 1o
Leyland on Monday mornings,
staying with Uncle Harry and
Auntie Nellie and Family all
week, returning o Coppull
afier school on Fridays 1o
week-end at home

I oweas aattending  the Tech
College in Wigan, eveling daily
on lather’s old bike for the
duration - like Jack, I normally
iravelled by irain onta contract.

No job for a “*putf”

The: summer holidays tha
Year were spent mostly in
searching for fuel for the fire -
maost of the cooking was done
en the fire - and day alier day
we cleared ali the dead wood
from farmers’ hedges and
woinds, with their co-operation
ithey also peeded fuel), The
useal arrangement was ane-hall

for them and one-hall Tor us -
therr timber, our muscle, We
becidme “men” very: young
during  this  bell-ughlening
period, Cuting trees down with
2 handsaw was no job for o
“puff’. and dragping them home
with chiins o'er hill and dale
(and main rowds when possibley,
Wi must hitve been a sood help
for our parents in respect Of fuel
at least. and the local farmers,
[m‘lltd]ng Charnock Richuel,
benefited by having their dead-
wiood cul down and tmber 10
barn. | already Enew muny of
them through helping out with
rounding up catthe and milking
durmg school helidays and
weekends

The strike put an end 1a our
parénts” hopes of succeeding in
business: ina very short trme.
there owas litde or no money
around i mining ureas - no
strike-pay or any income apan
from a hiole odd-pebbing. and
shapkeepers 1 their stock ou
‘on tick’ in the hope that the
sirtke  wouldn't last  long,
Capital and stocks disappeared,
and father went oul 1o waork- s
‘callector™ for the Standish
doctors, and there he continued
to swork unul he retired on s
65th bimhday in 1938

Became disgruntled

His wuork was hard, ¢ychng
o large areu including the hills
of Harrock, Hunters  and
Parbold: in all weathers, and
little wonder that he became
disgruntled  with his  low
Whenever || was available, |
uscd o do his round for him,
especially when the weather
was foul (better a leenager
getung a thorough soaking thun
a fl-vearold'y T was all day
of o job. alten returning hame
late, having been soaked all day,
and carrying far more money
than was wise, apart from. the
weight of it and ledgers wherein
it was all entered!  Warking-
cluss families paid their doctors’
bills by weekly instalments of
6 or 1. perweek - no Natonal
Health, Itawas ironic that father
shotuld end his working days
collectineg debis [or ‘doctors,
when all the money owing o
him through bus help o the area
1n the strike was never recey-
ered and made the rest of this
life so much mare difficalt, |
remember burmimgz his hooks
after lus death and being spg-
cered by the amount of money
o ing 1o him.

When [ather wenl ool (o
work again in’ 1927 maother wis
lefi 1o run whit Intle remiuimed

of the busiress, with the help of
Jack und myself:  Juck had
finished school belore the end
of 1he sirike,; and hod started
swork as o Dental Mechanic with
i Charfey dentst (v Ward).
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In 928 we sulfercd the
severest blosw of all, which was
[ affect the rest of our lives.
particularly mine - mother “wenl
doswn’ with idn ilness [rom
which she never recovered, and
to which she fnally succumbed
in P33 after a Bve-year battle,
in and cut of hospitals.

Jack was working, and
helping with the Family income,
so Iowas withdrswn from
Wigan Tech in my 3rd yeur to
take churee of things ar home.
In the cmerzency it was the
obvious course 1o take, but it
<oon became apparent that it
WAk T [CIMPORSTY Orrangement,
bul permancnt. | was doing
extremely well al the Teeh and
already carmarked to enter the
Scnior Tech on an Engineering
Depree  Course. Several
avempts were made by the
Authorities o get me back in
the runming, but tono aval,

It wasn't easy for o 16 year
old boy to run a family house-
hold and shop, and there was
little time for anything else in the
heginning (mother wis al hiome,
but bedfast - able 1o help enly
with instructions).  The shop
hichn’'t done much after the disas-
trows stoke, and | had no love for
the job in dny case, so ol was
decided that it would be betier al
i was continued as an evening
venture only and leave me free
1o zo o work,  Maother wias ot
this time undergong ireaiment
i Elswick Suapatorium near
Blackpool {19285

Deep recession

In 1930 1 went 1o work al
Leyland Mators Mamtenance
Department, ostensibly as a
clerk, but with an Jssurance
that | would ke employed ay un
APPrentice juiner 4% soon 451t
could be arranged. For a while
this awix fine - there was linde
work for a clerk, and [ spent
most of my tme inthe joiners’
shop: but officially the rrunsi-
tiom was never made. and T was
stll o *clerk®. 1 had an intes-
view with the Warks Muanager
{21 Mr Spurrier) and all seemed
well, There was a problem
about me belng over-age for un
apprennice, bt 1owds assured
that the 21/2 years I had spent
at the Tech would satisfv tha

prohlem. but nothing Furiher
transpired and 1 wis siuck with
a job 1 dishiked, Wodking 1o the
Joners' shop eused, am 11w
unofficial and the Union was
strong - they accepied the
routing in the beamnmge. as |
wits  [o  join  theie  ranks
according to the bosses, but hy
mow o deeprecession in inede
and industey countrywide was
setting in and my employment
as a clerk ot Leyland Motors
was terminated on the basis of
lasi-1n, fiest=put. | was there
approsimately pwo years. When
it became  uapparent  that
mother s illness wasn'L zoing (o
he of short duration. she was
admitted 1o Elswick
Sanatorium an May  [928.
mother was in-the Sinatorium
jusi aver a year, und most of the
visiting fell to me: it-was an
awkward bus journey. which
father or Juek: used occeasinn-
ally, but the bike-ride was no
tratble W me and | was the
regular visitor, Ssturdays snd
Sundays, usoally,

Late 1929, 30:and 31 wers
difficult years: running a shop
ir the evenines, ull the hause-
hold chorés of aliree property
and Tamily, working ot Leyland
from 7.30 am 1w 5.00 pm
{eycling there darly), mainte-
nafce of Marjorie in o srape
e attend  Grammar School
(umform, ete, long wavy hae
which took ages fo brush and
comb), Father wius useless
around the house ke muost
miners, but he didn™t zo 1o work
till mid-morn 5o was there w
see Marjorie and Arsthur off 1o
school after Jack and 1 had
attended (o everyihing befors
SOINE L0 GUr W work.

And thuy we strugiled on;
mother’s veneral heulith hud
improved greatly whilst in the
sondtorium, bul not the les-
imnfection, dnd i [925 she was
transferred 1o Preston Royal
Infirmury for surzery, with hile
clfect. Vising wias easwer, and
shared by oll (] continucd to
cycle. preferring it Lo the traan
apd o fong walky  She came
home tewiurds the end of 1929
- Whe treatment which she was
receving al Preston eould be
continued at home, dnd she
pleaded for her reledse - che
fad been away tor mure than
VR Y Ty,

I had fimished ar Lexland
Motors, und was 1o hand® sil
through the day, dnd for o time
Wt e almost back 1o normial,

continued an pig




This splendid photogranh was kindly provided by a'very nood Iriend of 1he Heritage Service, Colin Bean. It shows Wigan Borough F.C_in the carly 1920's.
Colin kas idenlitied three of those featured - his falher, H. Bean, a recent amival on the stalf al Pendlebury's, (back row, second Irom right), B, Oliver Somers, sports shap
owner (second row, right)and L. J. Cockerell, one lime supervisor and iminerfinstruclor at Wigan Baths {second row, second from |2ft). Can any reader ideatity any olhers?
i

| Memories from |
the life of
James A. Davies

continued from p9

and the evenings ol least were
mare or less free, | took the
appOrtuniy 1otk o life-saving
conrse ar Wigdn Baths, and
occasionatly found an opporiu-
nity t o swimoin the ‘Ribble
Walton Deeps - the fiest pleas
surce P d had for o long time.
Frustrating time
But 1 still had no work; with
moilier ut home [ eouldn’ have
sofe oul 1o repular joboeven
it | could have lound one, and |
remember G0 us & very frus-
trating tme. 1T would have liked
1o Joan the INaval bot that was
mmpossible! [ thought dhoul the
el e e T

fy .t
enough  and

m

could  have
wilked” the wxums, but that
dlsewould Trive meant leaving
home < u friend was toying 1o
jorn and [ was tesclimg Tum the
muthy needed (2+42=1 |
Fnally mnadi cnguiries wt Wisan
Teelr: and found tha there was
course For teainime handicrali

10

(woodwork) tedchers - 1 wag
remembered from . my days
here G5 a boyy iewas a three-
yoar course, the Nirst two meant
three mights per week ul the
Tech and the third year meant a
full-time  course  including
teaching practice, and though 1
couldn't see how | could rake
the final year (a1 that time) 1
enrolled for the course and was
under way - | carned the money
1o pisy my fees by odd-jobbing
in the neighbourhood (Beneh-
work muoinky, which meant thae
1 didn’t have 10 be wway much),

[ repretied hoving to miss
out on sports when my schosl
days were o0 abruptly lermi-
nated, | played football and
cricket for the Teceh, and our
localehupe] 1ok our o fease on
tenmis courts in the village, but
though | jomed, my ittendances
were 40 limited that | never
redaliy mnde anything af tie
new sport Jack excelied in all
games, and  there wuas no
eontest about who hud te stay
home on duty,

& @ B & ¥

When mother was  remd-
mitted 1o hospital 1n November
1932 for what was tobe the

last time, T owas embarked on
the 2nd vear of my evemng
course at the Tech, and every-
thing became more and more
difficult - Wednesday and
Satwrdoy  afternoon visiting
motheriin PRI {1 was the only
one free in the alternoons),
three evenings per week df the
Tech, trying 1o study and
WOrking as @ JOurneymn (o piy
my fees eic, plus sull being the
dogs-body at home and shop,
didn't leave me with much
leisure. 1 was determined that
my plans for the Tuture were not
going (o be scuppered for the
second time, and the others had
o pull oot o bit more. Early an
1933 we were tald that we
could visit the hospital anylime,
day or mght, and ‘throegh the
mght would be most helpful'.
Asthe others were working,
except lor Marjorie who was
still at school, 1 was the only
one available for this session,

| stubborply refused Lo guit
the Teeh, but an my nights there
it meapt cyeling through to
Preston after elasses (9,00 pm).
spending the night with mather
and petting home around 630
am too start coping with the
chores: “cat-papping’ whenever

possihle, During the exams in
May 1933 [remember an invig-
ilator wuking me up and asking
mie f | was all night’
Matured very quickly

Mother died within days of
the exams finishimg, | didn't
need 1o wait Tor potification
that | had fmled, It took usa
ltrng thme 1o recover from our
stugpenng loss. (50 younn!),
even  after  five years of
everyone-battlingon her behalf
She was very special 1o all of
us, and throushout our respon-
sible years we were all more
than ready to render any assis-
tance of which we were capable
- her load was preat throughout
our childhood,  We matured
vory quickly as  teenasers
through necessity, and never
regretted losing our childhood
adittle earlier than usual. Once
we had recovered from the
hedribreak oy
causcd, the work-foad cascd;
although snll in charge athome,
| had more time (o ret out and
carn the money | needed to
pursue my. studies, and the
following September | eorolled
at the Tech to re-take the Ind
year exams, and this time there
wais no preblem.
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L T R =1 14




“Come Welcome the New
Year with Anthems of Joy”

THERE are many dccounts of
cursl singérs going oul on
Christmasz  Eve aroupd  the
country, somelimes  singing
throughout the might Many of
these groups would have their
own local carals. However, n
Roby Mill, near Wigan. the
singers went oul on New Year's
Eve. There of course,
ciral singing at Christmas, but
this wits of the wsual fare sung
by mixed groups, What made
the New Year’s Eve singing
different was that, instead of the
wsuial Christmas carols, just

WS,

three hymmns were normally
sunpe: These were one 2ach in
common metre, long metre and
shart  metre. gave the
singers the opportunily to sing
all their Favouriie tunes, bt
they only had to leain three sets
of words! The three hymns: in
guestion were "Come let us join

FuF \.I}n"!-” oy - e
s s0ongs , AL

I'has

to keep | hivvd™ and “"Praise ye
the Lord! *Tis cood 10 raise” -
not hymns normally associated
with this Ume of year a1 all:
From talking with past partici-
pans 11 would seem that the
tunes pnd the desire for a eood
sing were more imporiant than
the words. The only other hymn
used pecasionally was “Lead
kindly light" when the singers
visited @ Catholic: house. In
addition the singers had a New
Year carol which staned "Come
welcome the New Year with
anthems of joy™,

Methodist Chapel

Mo one | have met knows
when the costom staried, but it
would seem likely that i1 was in
the |BG0"s when the Methodis
Chapel at Roby Nl svas buill
It was certainly zoing sirong by
the ‘end of the century. The
sinpers: were minnly chapel
members, but were joined for
the evemng by {nends and rela-
tions- At one lime, bhefore
World War I, a singer ieavelled
from South Manchester to join

them. The custom stopped for
while during the War years, but
sk revived apain uflerwards
and continued until abour 1974
when numbers dwindled to
such an extent that they felt that
they could no longer 2o ool
This wus caused by people
moving awaysznd the village
life changing through the area
becoming part of commuter
belt Wigan. Although this was
G very amportanl custom, it
should be seen in the hight of
other activities that wok place
Vear. men’s
women's socials,

throughout  the
socials,
theatrical productions and the
“Turkey Club’® - but that's
atiother story!

In the period from 1935 1o
the outhreak of the war, Ken
Smith joiped the singers, He
was L5 on his first outing and
his father had been singing with
ihem singe the E¥20°5 Therc
were usually about |8 singers,
although the number had
dropped to 10 by 1939, They
started a1 the Rathbone's House
in. Lafford Lane, Upholland.
opnce oll the mill’s Blowers had
sounded to welcome the New
Year. From there they wenl o
Cuollege Road. which would be
the lirst place the New Year’s
caral was sung. The route went
town to Roby Nill, Ayrehield,
and: Back w Roby Mill Tor a
*hreakfast’. Then the singers
went ton 1o Elmers Green (nosw
part of Skelmeesdale) poing
over the flanks of Ashugst
Beagon, down to Hall Green, Lo
& furmy at the top of Tower Hill,
on o Holland Maor. fimshing
al Beech House (Aunt Polly’s)
for i second breukfast about 7
gm. During the evenina’s
stnoing they would raise about
£26 for the chupel [unds. The
first hme Ken Sonth swent ol
they caught the fiest Campbell's
bus from Upholland 10 Roby
Mill. Other than that the whole
cortabe s wallked, o distance of
about nipe miles. Inthe evening

of New Year's Day they would
all go along 1o o concert at the
chapel,

Big breakfast

Aflter the War the custom
was revived although with a
slightly shorer rowte. They no
longer went 1o Elmers: Green
and Hall Green, Even so abow
50 houses were visited, and
they would be out until 7 or 8
arelock  in the
Sometimes they would start
after the watchnight service am
Digmoor Chapel. Agam a big
breakbfust of cold meals and
trifle eie, was lard on at about 3
a.mi  There were about 20
singers 10 the post war revival.
To start with they used to walk:
but in later years they used cars
amd then o coasch tooget them
round. The sinsers went o the

mornimng,

congregationadl tea in the afler-
noon of New Year's Day and
always used 1o finish o with
“Come let us join™ to the tune
Standish (a locally written tune
by Arthur Alker) and the New
Year carol.

The singers have
wonderful stories totell, like
the time they turned up al a
howse 1o find the iwo davghters
of the houschold shivering on
the doorstep. They had heen
night clubbing and ther parenis
would nor let

SLHTIE

them inlo the
house until the carol sinzers
had let in the New Year! The
singers  always  performed
inside the houses they visited:
If the vcecupants had cone 1o
bed, they would be lefl keys o
lel themselyes in, sing up the
staircuse and  po oot dgdain,
popping the key back through
the letterbox, In the garly 60°S
a recording was maede a1 one
howse 1o the carly hours of the
morming without the smzérs
knowing. This iy probubly the
oily recording ever made, 0oy
of them singing “Come’ l2] s
Jom” 1o the fune “Broceo
Bank™, a parucular favourie,

Local tunes

The tunes used' belfore and
after the War were very-similur,
maly  being popular tunes
friom the Primitive Methodist
hymnbook,
found  their
appendix of the 18933 Methodist
Hymnhoek. there
were a few local tunes. In addi-
tion 1o Standish, was
Silver Hill, & popular brass
band picce. Before the war they
called Huarvey
House: Thas was written by a
Mr. Gaskell who
Roud. He
pardencr at Harvey House and
the schoal pext door. The tune

recorded by

althoush  many

way inty  the

However,

there

used a4 tune
livisdd an

Gathurst way the

Wil Besses
o'th’ Barn Band along with one
called Edwinstowe which was

also used.

After 1he war the singers
sometimes visited The Fox un
New Year's Eve before soing
out. There was also a-group that
from  Digmooar
Muthodist Church: but this was
a mixed group which Inished

Wi QL

carly, ahiu| = arm.
Occastonally the two zroups
would meet, I séemns unlikely
that there would be twa such
visiting

tazether and not others in the

customs  suo glose

area. | would be interested 1o
heur from any reuders who
remember these Sroups. or

other similar cusioms in the
o)

Thanks must 20 1o the re-
dents and ex-curol sincers of
Roby Sl who rave me all the
mformation forthis articke:

Peter Bearon.

14 Church Strect,
Westhoughton,
Bulton,

BL5 3RS,
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EXHIBITIONS IN
THE HISTORY SHOP

THE TAYLOR GALLERY
5 October - 5 December
Ancient Scats - Old Halls of Wigan District
14 December - 27 February

Brass Bands (Title to be finalised)

THE WICKHAM GALLERY

Charter "6 - A Celebration of 750 Years of lLocal
Government in Wigan

Reverend William Wickham - A Victorian Photographer

Alter us suvccessful showinge in the Tavlor Gallery the
Hertape Service’s Exhibiton A Good Send QU had & three
week show at the Derby Room in the Tumpike Centre, Leigh,
dunng Seprember. Enabling o wider audience 1o appreciate it
the exhibinon looked very professional adoming the walls of an
ared which is open to the public during the day and often used
for meetings in the evenings.

Ower the summer the Taylor Gallery hosted three exeellent
photographic exhibitions. As part of the Wigan Visual Arts
Festival, Paula Latham exhibated a senies of her [ascinating por-
traits, Each Face was full of characier dnd juxtaposed with a shot
of the subject’s treasured possessions,

In August the Atherton and Distriet Amaleur Phiotogriphic
Soeciety put on an excellent show of work past and present, The
histary of the club feomats fommation in 1938 o the present day
wits traced with text and prints, showing a consistent fevel of
achievement by members of the society over the years. Thank
you to you all for the show which went on 1o have 4 very suc-
cessful fortnieht at the Derby Boom, Leigh. in October,

The lustweek of August and first week of September saw the
Wigan Photopraphic Society’s annual show. This regular event

Atligerni st adped A X0vreier e Plisteg vapdite Sicdenv's e llear doplay of
vk et e Tlen Gred oy
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Tinan Heenks, Presiadent of Wigha Phatographic Socret! with e Mavar amd

Afoenriow e @ W
Mavepes of Wies

was staged very smoothly, was very well produced and provid-
cd o visudl treat, Once agam the Mayor enjoyed officially open-
ing the show and ils many visitors were not disappointed. Our
thanks 2o out o all the members

These successful local exhibitions i our temporary gallery
are always very welcome, If you represent o local group who
produce work you think we should all see and would like o
utilise this space, please contact Phalip Butlér on 01842 3275594

Now showing in the Taylor Gallery is onother chance 10 see
the [ascinating exhibilion Ancient Seats. A favourile at the
History Shop this exlubition features the development of
medieval halls, moated site and grand houses in the Wigan dis-
trict. [t also traces the families who built and lived in them, the
uses they were put (o when those families moved away and, in
many cases, their imevilable decline. ustrated with many pho-
tographs from our own collecrion the exhibition is aecompanied
by a display of books from the locul history collection {eaturing
ling plates of some of our old halls,

Coming up in December we are hoping to set the lone for
Christmas with an exhibition on brass bands. These traditional
nstitutions are much more thian the music they produce. the story
behund the band leaders, the sacial impeortince and even the instru-
ments promises (o be very interesting. Hopelully we can invite
band to the History Shop dunng the week before Chnstmas 1o play
some carols. Keep a look out for anncuncements in your local
librury or at the History Shop about this and other Chastmas events.

PUBLIC LECTURES IN THE

11 November

The Age of Stonehenge

An illustrated talk by David
Hunt

13 January

A Humourous Look at
the Honours System
Brooke Westcoll

9 December
Barons and Saints: the
Gerard Family of Ashton-in

Makeriield
Walter Carney

10 February

Local Railways in the
Late Steam Era

An illustrated talk by
Dennis Sweeney



SHOP NEWS HISTORY SHOP

Some recent additions to the Local
Studies Collection at the History Shop

42 T30 Asherolt, Tony:
Aretned Ashgen-in-
Makerfiold ard Gellorme,
Stroud: Chalford
Publsshing Company.
1997, 128pp. ISBN O
75240797 X. [ A collection
of uld photographs with
informative captions
Written by one of the
Wizan Heritape Servicos
stadf. ]

629, |06 Blawchford, B and
Heslop, G The
Grenealogical Services
Directony 1998 York:
GRS, Specialist
Information Services
1998, 228pp. ISBN O
330297 19, |Lists some
Family history socictics.
support services, record
oflices, registrars.
libraries, probate offices
erc.]

T28.8. Brazendale, David
Fancashive’s Histori
Hulls, Preston: Carmegie
Publishing L. 1944
298pp, ISBN | 85936 004
1. [Chapters on a selection
af ten Lancashire halls
including Ruflord Ol
Hall smd Hall vth™Woud, |

IFRATOTT2] Rose, Mury B
(Ed. ) The Lancasinre
Cotron fndnsteyt A History
Siriew 700, Preston:
Laneashire County Books:

[ISTORY SHOP

1M March

Dad's Army - A Humourous
Lowok at Real Army Life
Dwring World War Il

N. Tildesley

14 April

Cawalier of Contrasts - A
Pomtrait of Prince Rupert
lreine Jones

1496 Hkpp. ISBN |
871236 30 8. [Twelve chap:
ters on vanous aspects of the
subject by specialists in the
[ield, |

3850942736 Sweeney, Dennis,
A Lancasinre Triangie. A
History of the Lotdon i
Naorth Western's Railhvays i
chitel Arensiiel the Seoierh
Lemeashire Coolfields Pan
Two. Leigh, Lancs: Triangle
Publishing 1997, 195pp
ISEN 095209333 22

[Covers the Leigh. Atherton
and Tyldesley area.]

338, 4767721 Taimmins,
Gieoffrey. Fonr Contries of
Lemneersfiire Cotron. Preston:
Lancashire County Books,
1996, 92pp. ISBN | 871236
41X | A uselul summany of
the history of the indusiry, |

OI6,67721 Wyke, Terry and
Rustenrel. B re = Capresirs i

. E=3
Seleer Bilbfiopraply au
Catton i Narth Wesr
Engloamd. Manchester!

Biblhiegraphy of Norh West
England. 1997, 2Spp [SBN
0947968 14 4. [Contains
about 3,000 cntmes listing
the pancipal printed publica
tions relating Lo the
Lancashire cotton industry
located i the major libranes
in pre- 1974 Lancashire and
Cheshine |

All the above buoks dre for refer-

cnce only

‘FRIEN

THANE wou for all your responses 1o
our appeal for Friends. It seems
that it 15 a concept you are very
much in faveur of and, in many
Cases, a project you are very keen
to get off the ground. Dan't worry if
you missed the Iast issue or forgot
to register your interesl, another
form is printed below. Please fill it
in and send it to Wigan Heritage
Service Friends, The History Shop,
Library Street, Wigan WH1 THU.

Just to recap, we asked for your
help in whatever form you feft you
could give it.

Attendance at cur events and
VENUES;

Advocacy 1o lell people what we
have to oHer;

Feedback o 16t us Know how we
are doing;

Generosity to spare us some time
and support;

Projects to possibly help i the
fulure with our wiork,

rFRIEHI]S OF WIGAN HERITAGE SERVICE

Do you suppert the idea of o Friends Organisation

Yes/Mo

General Area of Interest (e g. museums, locol history, orchives, genealagy)

D S

The good news is the project is
going ahead and the first members
of the ‘Fnends’ will be registered in
January 1499, There s an annual
membership fee of £5 and you will
go straight onlo our Friends mailing
hist. We are hoping o have our first
meeling m January, so don'l delay,
fill in the registration {orm loday!

l Area of any spedialis) knowledge

I3




Harold Knowles continues his memories of

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD JUST
BEFORE AND DURING WORLD WAR 11

THERE was always some sort of casual work
available, but it didn’t jump up 1o greet you - you
had to seck it out. You had to be prepared to ‘get
on your bike' quite literally, and knock on a few
doors to find the work, and that is exactly what 1
did after sitting my School Certificate examina-
tions, while waiting for the results. Tt was mid-
summer and I knew that there was always work
available on a farm in summer so I cycled round
the local farms looking for a job. I had no luck for
a couple of days and I had to cast my net a bit
wider, but then I *clicked” at Billy CLff’s farm,

Tithebarn

Farm, on

Tithebarn Road in

Garswood. Mr. CLiff was just about to finalise the
sale of the farm to Tommy Fearns, a local haulage
contractor, but he was still in charge, presumably
until all the crops had been harvested.

Billy Chiff was & big man,
i typical furmer, gruff and a
bit intimidating untl you got
to know him: From what | can
i xed

remember I owas a

tarm, mainty arable, but with
some beel cattle being reared
and | don't think there were
any dary cattle. The farm
seemed ta be rin by Mr Chff
with twe workers - Horace
and Arthur - and stll relied
mainly on horsepower - the
four-legged. vanety. Horace
was the horse man among
olher things, When | first saw
him harnessing up one of the
horses | was druzed ut the
<kill
harness: fitted. properly and
yuickly. Hestood no nonsense
from the horses - 0
almrost a tangible expenence

necessary 1o zZel the

W el

to see hum imposing his will
on these massive animals.
Arther was different, quieter
1f 5 had been'in chargeof the
horses they would still, as
with Horice, have done what
wits wanted, but they would
huve thought they were doing
what they wanted 1o do,

14

Hard physical labour
Farming in those days
meant hard, physical labour,
There were few labour-
saying devices - labour had
been cheap and plentfuol
between the wars-and expen-
sive  labour-saving  cguip-
mienl, even supposing such
equipment had been avail-
able, might have cul inte
profits already barely
adeguate.

I'remémber working on the
wheat harvest. The wheat was
cul by the reaper and binder,
the sheaves being thrown out
ready for stackimg, That was
where:] ciume in. There was a
proper method of stacking so
as to maxinise the passapge of
air through the stacks and
once 1'd been shown how, gt
was stralghtforward enough.
Later the dry sheaves would
be loaded by pitchfork onto
cants and taken 1o the barn in
the farmyard 1o be stored
ready for threshing.

1 also remember having (o
endure my share of praciical
Jokes. During the first lew
days, L was sent into a field
contaiming what 1 was
assured were docile cows,

They were, of course, frisky
[SEES T PN R
DRFRIAFC A
eijoyed chasing this 1wo-
tegoed intruder out of therr
field,

ancbaes abaceraiiiaba lag
WOl RNTALHEO LY

Mostly | remember the
physical nature of the work
and the pleasure of honest
tiredness at the end of the
day. | remember the satisfac-
tion  that  comes  {rom
knowing that a job has been
well done and my growing
respect for those who earn
their living by hard physical
effort, To this day 1 have
never lost this respect

Lather Boy

My  younger  brother,
Dierek, following the family
tradition of earming his own
pocket money, found himself
a rather unusual job - he went
as lather boy to Bent Hughes,

fnge ol thoe laeal hoarhioses Tnoila
LEUE SRR ] Dl PRCSTE T e R

days of wel shiaves and cut-
ihroat razors some barbers
employed a young lad as @
lather boy. The jobh was
exactly what it sad - the lather
boy would, using shaving
brush, hot water and soap,
apply lather to the face of the
customer in readiness for the
tarber 10 do the actual shaving
with his cut-threat razor.

Most barber shops had
two, and occasionally three,
chairs in the shop and in busy
periads production could be
stepped up and waiting time
reduced by having a lather
boy to settle the customer
into & chair, Nt the apron-
cum-towel round s neck,
and lather his face ready for
the barber. The lather boy
wars alse a general factetum -
he swept up the hair clip-
pings, kept the wash basins
clein and ran errands for the
barber. It was, of course, a
part time job, principally all
day, Saturday and, [ think,
Friday evening,

Four barbers

There were four barbers in
Ashton in the late
1930 sfearly 1940°s. There
was Abel Ogden in Gerard
Street,  npext  door  w
Heywoods music shop and
George Chapman in Wigan
Foad at the bus stop opposite
Painter's garage. Both of
these had the barber's salon
in the rear of the premises,
the fronl part being a tobac-
conist at Abel Qgdens and
sweets/lobaccomsiinewsagen
L at George Chapmans, The
other shops were barbers
only - Ernie Wynne at the top
of Bryn Street and Bert
Hughes a hundred yards or so
aleng Bolton Road where
Derek worked

If I say that Bert Hughes
was a bil of a character il
would be @ sross understale-
ment. He was a lot of a char-
acter; in fact he was the
character to end all eharacters,
Youdidn't go to Bent Hughes
for anything as mundane as a
haircut or-a shave. Indeed ne!
You went, and paid, to be
enferiained and the shave or
haircut was thrown in free! He
had a vast repertoire of stories,
most relating tw his exploms as
a barber over the years. He
alse happened to bz a very
pood barber. Someone ance
asked him what he would do
without his electric clippers,
He showed him by giving the
next customer a first class
haircut using comb nnd scis-
s0rs only.

He used o t2ll of the time
\.\"h\_'nl d5 i }'HL.I[I;‘_“ TTiaars, hc
was asked 10 g0t oa very
large; posh, privite house o
render his services. When he
got there he was admitted by
& maid in uniform and shown
i o small ante room. The
master of the hiouse came in
and asked for a haircut, Ben,
who had, of course, brought
his scissors and combs elc,
aot on with the job, When he

=



hisd finished the man dsked
Bert how much he owed him
This was the st time Bert
hud ever done a job hike (his
and he didn't know how
much o ask. Apparently at
that 1ime his chirge for a
matecut 1 his barber’s shop
wils about 6Ad(2Vap) so he
theught that, since he had
gone toa lot of extra trouble
hie would ask for halfa crown
(12V2p). “Half a crewn®
demanded the man, loudly;
‘Hall' @ ¢rown?' he asked
again 1n-an incredulous volce
and Bert thought he'd over-
stepped the mark: Then the
man lurned to his wife, who
had just entered the room,
‘Mary" he said "Give the

ventleman o noonned !’
aenlieman 4 nound

Air Raid Precautions

and the Blackout

Al the beginning of the
war Air Rawd Precautions
was a matter of the most
IIT_E_lL‘I'IE l.'l:!lll“l'l:!l I]l'IPIJFI:!I!'IL'L'..
The British Government
knew that the Germans
would try to destroy, by
bombing, Britain's industrial
capacity and pave the way
for an imvasion which would
be likely 1o result in a
Germauan ViCLOory.
Consequently the appropriate
defensive measures were put
in hand

A blackout was imposed.
making it an offence to show
light feom any building or,
indeed, from elsewhere,
during thic hours of dirkness.
In lighted rooms curtains or
blinds had 1o be fully drawn
and if they were not already
light-proot, additional mate-
rial, nsually plain black, had
1o be put up. Shops, and
particularly  chip  shops,
whose doors were constantly
being opened at night by
customers installed Heath-
Robinson devices involving
a thin rope which ran over
pulleys on the ceiling from
the door to a tubular-shaped
shade over the bare bulb of
the shop light. When the door
was opened the rope went
slack and the weight of the
shude pulled it down over the

hight bulb, plunging the shop
inte almost total darkness.
When the door was closed
the rope pulled up the shade
to reveal the hight bulb agam.
It was a erude, but effective,
device. Air Rud Wardens,
who were all volunteers,
pattolled the streets anid one
of their duties was to enforce
the black-out. Their cry of
*Put thut hight out!" became
one of the catch-phrases of
the Second Waorld War

Headlights blacked out

In addityon to the blackout
restrictions on buildings, all
streer lights were extin-
guished for the duration of
the war Maotor vehicles had
their headlights blacked out,
leaving a nirrow horizontal
shit in each headhght about
four inches wide and one
inch deep. These slits didn't
really ive the motorist much
light 10 see where he was
going - their main purpose
seemed to be to show that a
motaor  vehicle was  cither
stationadry or moving, [t was
wvery fortunate that. not only
wias the number of licensed
motor vehicles guite low, bul
strict petrol rationing drasti-
cally curtailed the number of
vehicles aciually in use at
any one time

Most  public  buildings,
such as Pelice Stanons, Town
Halls, Public Libraries and
others had a sort of sandbag
emplacement constrocied at
their main enirances (o
minimise the effects ef blast
in case of bombing.

There were Public Air
Ratd Shelters in all 1owns
and cities: These were very
often surface sheliers. basi-
cally a brick box with u solid
concrete floor and roof. the
brick walls being about 18"
thick with blast walls at the
entrances., Similar air rad
shelters were erected near 1o
blocks of fats and fuctories.
Where space was available in
back gardens and yvards most
people were provided with
Anderson shelters; These
were named after a Home
Secretary, Sir Jahn

Anderson, and  were  of
prefabricated corrueated iron
construction  delivered 1o
households i kit form, They
were  half sunk inte the
grotund to a depth of about
two feet and they had un
arched roof  which  was
covered to-a depth of 12" or
187 with earth and rubble.
There was a sguire opening
at one end which served as
the entrance. They were
usually installed by the Local
Council, but, of course. the
Council workmen did only
the basic imstallation work

Wailing of sirens

Muny people put down
carpel and decorated the
mside of their shelter; they
pul in bunk beds or uphol-
stered seating. fitted a door
and mstalled eleciric light
Singe the shelter floor was
weil below ground level.
steps were: needed to get
down inte it and drainage
could be a problem. If some
ol thes¢ measures seem o be
aover-elaboration, 1t should be
remembered that in London,

Plymuouth, Covenlry,
Liverpool, Tyneside ancd in
many ather towns and cilies,
bambing and - dlmaost as bad
- the wailing of the Sirens 10
sigpal an alert meant o nieht
in the shelter and anything
was worthwhile if it made the
long hours speat in the
shelter o hile more comfort-
able. In Ashton-in-
Makerfield We were
fortunate - the air raid siren
was very infrequent, usually
when a German homber lost
his way either gotng 10 or
returning from Liverpool and
CHIme BVer our argd,

Because my family had
four children - I had two
younger brothers and a sister
- WE WETE TIVET b DTICK dif-
raid shelter. built in the back
garden. [t wasabout 10 feer x
6 feet with brick walls and a
brick arched roof. I can’t
remember whether or not we
ever used it i an air rad. bot
il we did we must have been
very lucky. Ope might afier
the shelter had been built for

continued on plo

The History Shop has a Meeting
Room, with a capacity for 36.
This is available for hire
groups and societies at a very
reasonable cost:

£6.20

PER MORNING OR
AFTERNOON SESSION

£9.30

PER EVENING SESSION
COMMERCIAL RATE
£12.40
REFRESHMENTS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE

If you are
interested, contact Philip Butler

(01942) 827594

by local




he Heritage Service is indebied (o Red Rose Steam Society - it is through their splendid efforts
aver many years that the Astles Green Colliery site remains a unique remindcer of our industrial
heritage, and can leok forward to an exciting period of expansion and development in the near future.
Here, Red Rose Chairman, Geoff Jones, tells the story of the Museum. A Brief History of Astley Green
Colliery is also available from the Socicty (address below) or from the History Shop at £1 plus 50p

postage and packing.

Astley Green Colliery Museum

A Briel History
of
Astley Green Colliery

1908 to 1970

TerBles Ao i oo Goe

IF YOU travel along the
East  Lapcashire  Road
(ASE0) vyou may |lave
noticed a Collicry Headpeair
and Engine House standing
in  the [felds  close 1o
Tyldesley and Boothstown.
This is  Astley  Green
Colliery, which is now the
home of The Red Rose
Steam Society, and Astley
Green Colliery Muscum.

The Colliery had an
active life from the first coal
being wound in 1910 until
closure in April 1970,
Crriginally helonging to the
Milkington family, of pglass
making fame, it was subse-
quently  included in  the
amalgamation of several
local mines, which became

Manchester Collierics in
1928,  Natipnalisation  in
January 1947 eave rise Lo its
ultimate development into a
modern mining  complex.
Unfortunately Lhe
ceonomics of deep mining
ledd to its closure after 60
years of conal extraction,

Industrial Monuments

Following closure, demao-
lition and landscaping of the
mine began rapidly and the
two shafls were progres-
sively filled with slurry from
other callieries. Fortunately
Lancashire County Council,
and Later Greater Manchester
Council, realised the histor-
ical importance of the No, 1
shaft  headgear,  engine

Ashton-in-
Makerfield
during W.W.II

! Y ~ —
I continued from pl3

abuut five or six weeks we
heard a Joud pumbling dunng
the might. [ thought it was
thunder, but when we sot up
the nesl morming we discoy-
ered that the air raid shelier
had eallapsed! Fa lot of use
it would have been in dn air
rapd or forany other use for
that matter. I had been buili
by Council workmen und the
Council senmt their men
Clear wway the rubble and
nuild another. Tobe Tair to the
Countil, they were suffering
from tlie universal shonege of
manpower  and  mitenals
whith began to have ¢ffect
very early in the war, They
wintld almest cedainly have
had o rely on semi-skilled or
ever unskilled labour to ey
out most ol the A Raid
Precautions work., The new
sheler was properly bt - o
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had @ concrete floor and a {lat
concrete raol with brick walls
about 15 inches thick, Al
least it never fell downand
wis used lor storage purposcs
after the war, [t was sull
standing when my mother left
the house in aboul 1970 and
for all | know 1l conld still he
standing there

At Ashton  Grammar
school four large concrete,
semi-underground  air raid
sheliers were consiructed on
the school playing feld near
the tenniseourts. The shelters
were about 60 feet long,
running longitudinally north
10 sooth with the entrances al
the nerth end: [ don®t think
they were ever used inangern
They' never fell down.

Althouph rationing and, in
particulur, food ranoning,
welphed  heavily on  the
civilian population durmg the
wir 1t was not samething
which greatly exercised the
thoughts of me and my pals,

Cur mothers, of course,
bore the brunt of the difficul-
ties of war on the domestic
front, but, with an in-bred
resourcefulness, they
contrived 1o produce nour-
ishing meals from the most
meagre resourees. For most
families the basic ration had
o suffice  aml  people
deeepted these privations as
purt of their contribution o
the' war effort. 1 can'l
remember the guantities of
rationad food per person. per
week, but the amounts were
net gencrous, Perhaps it was
Just aswell that peaple didn't
know that lood rationing was
to fust unti] 1954, long after
the end of the wir. A picture
of @ ration hook for 1953/54
accompanies this article, as
dies o pietire ofan [dentity
Card, issued durine the war
toall adult civilians. These
Identity Cards, which were in
use: pnil 1951, had o be
carpied at wll times, the
penaliy for nonscompliance
being W line, or imprison-
ment, ar hoth?

louse  and  the  steam
winding engine it contained.
All three were duly “listed’
as being significant indus-
trial monuments to the once
famous Lancashire Coalficld,
and action was taken to
prevent their further dete-
rioralion.

Al this time, the carly
19507, the Red Rose Steam
Socicty was looking for a
home to house its collection
and further ils aims in the
restoration of steam driven
artefacts and equipment.
An agreement was reached
wherehy the Society would
re-locile to Astley Green in
exchange for an under-
taking to help preserve the
winding engine. Eventually,
with the demise of the
G.ALC, and local houndary
changes, Wigan MNLB.C.
realised ownership of the
site, Since this time, and in
a spiril of co-operation with
the Council, many former
mining and local history
items have been collected
for exhibition in  the
Muscum, which now
been firmly established.

The former Mine
Manager’s office has many
thsplays  relating to  the
geelogy, mine opcrations,
safety and history of the pit
itself.  There are  also
exhibits  oulside in  the
former pit yard and the
Society  has  the largest
preserved  collection of
former colliery under-
cround locomatives in the
country, which eventually
will be ineluded as part of
narroy g:‘l]lgc p;]ﬁﬁi.‘l'tﬂl:l"
carrying railway around the
site.

hvas
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A aevtion af the mrdegnificent sdiant winding e ot Aatley Green Colliery

Winding engine

A visit to Astley Green
can never be considercd as
complete until the magnifi-
cent steam winding engine
is scen. This giant, all 3,200
horsepower of i, was built
and installed by Yates and
Thom of Blackburn in 1912,
and is believed to he the
largest remaining of its type
in the world, At the peak of
coal production, il was
sufficiently powerful to lift
nine tons of coal Lo the
surface ¢very {wo minutes,
at 4 imaximiiin rope specad of
38 m.p.h. It is currently
being restored to full opera-
tionul condition. A Heritape
Lottery application is being
submitted so that this work
can be completed, as well as
restoration of the headgear
and the provision of a boiler
howse and brick chimney.
Other funding opportuni-
tics continue to be explored
with the full, and welcome,
co-operation  of Wigan
M.B.C. so thuat once again
the headgear pulleys will he
seen to spin oas a fitting
memaorial to all the men and
women who worked in the
Lancashire. c¢oal mining
industry.

There is much to sec al
the Muscum, so why not pay
a visit? It is run entirely by
volunteers and thére is no
admission charge, although
donations are always most
welcome!  We will also be
able to tell you abeul our
future projects, for
example, an ‘Underground
Experience’  which  will
enable visitors to sensc what

was  like
without

a miner's hife
undergrounid,
leaving the surface.

Opening Times are:
Tuesdays and Thursdays
2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Sundiays T30 G.m. to 5 pom,
Open all year

The Museum is open all
year round, and  the
Society’s members will be
pleased to show vou round,
or if you wish, you can pick
*Self-Guide™  und
wander at  your leisure,
There is also a shop where
momentos can be purchased,
as well as a welcoming hot or
cold drink.

un a
L)

If vou wish to visil by car,
turn off the East Lancashire
Foad at the junction sign-
posted for Higher Green.
Follow Higher Green Lane
for about 400 vards and the
Museum is off to the left.
The collicry headgear is a
landmark to look out lor!
Alternatively, there is a bus
service from Leigh to Astley
Green Yillage, which stops
outside the site.

If  sou  reguire  any
further information please
write to:

The Secretary,

Red Rose Steam Sociely,
Astley Green Colliery
AMusewm,

Higher Green Lane,
Astley,

Manchester,

M29 TIB.

ASHTON SWIMMING

BATHS -

HARDLD Knowles® absorbing
recollections of Ashton-in
NMakerfigld in the 30", Fast
Farward 15, contain a refer-
ence o a short-lived public
swimming baths in s hame
town, Having had cause to
da some research into the
history of baths in the Wigan
areg a while ago, maybe |
can add a little to the stary...

The Edwardian baths at
Ashton was undoubtedly
ane of the least successiul
m Lancashire, perhaps in
England!! It was opened,
with the usual great cere-
mony. of those days: ty
Lady Gerard of Garswood
Hall in 1810, on a site given
by her husband to Ashton
U.D.C. at the comer of
Marden Avenue and Spion
Kop Road.

A5 with so many public
projects in those times, the
baths had a long gestation
period, having been maatad
as early as 1894, Baths
were seen mamly as a
benefit to public health at
that time, and Ashton was
aware that Wigan (1882),
Leigh (1881) and Tyidesiey
{1876) already had wvery
popular facihities, The only
known phatographs of the
building can be seen n the
Wigan Observer article
lollowing the cpening cere-
mony. We also have in the
Archives a set of plans {Acc.
2661). The architect was
ngne other than J.C.
FPrestwich of Leigh, whose
firm designed many build-
ings in the district such as
Leigh Town Hall, InTirmary,
Baths, Technical School, as
well as public buildings up
and down England. At the
ceremony the guest speaker
{the mayar af Wigan!)
remarkad thal baths were
'not constructed by munici-
palities for making fortunes’
.. but 'far the enjoyment of
the people and to make
them rmmore clean and
healthy and, therefore,
petter men and women.
they had a clean body they
had a clean mind.'

A NOTE

Ashton’s baths were of
standard small town design,
with a plunge of 75" = 30/,
43 collapsible  dressing
boxes around the pool side
and a gallery around three
walls. As in Wigan's old
baths, a moveable floar was
installed to enable the
plunge” to ba used as a
publlic  hall. There were
shewers 'for the use of the
mare dirty bathers' and 12
private. baths. Separate
swimming sessians for men
and women were intended,
this being still the rule/in
Edwardian Englarc.

Sadly for the good
people of Ashton the brave
hepes aof mumcipal enter-
prise were soon dashed, for
within a few years the baths
wereg closed due to the
effects. of mining subsi-
dence, perhaps from Lord
Gerard’s own mines! Fram
Ootober 1816 the baths
werg shul pro tem dug o
water leakage and financial
proplems. Discussions
rumbled cn after the war
regarding a reopenirig but
eventually, as Mr. Knowles
recalls, the building was
turned over permanently far
use as the Baths Public Hall;
the towels were given o
Ashton hospital and the
stock of bathing drawers to
Leigh Corporation! At the
height of the Lido mouve-
ment e 1930, Ashten
W.0.C's:  surveyor was
asked to look at sites lor a
naw open-air baths, but the
scheme floundered. The
Council's Baths Committee
continued to meet and the
sunviving files oay tribule o
its efforts, including plans
tor a new baths at
Millingfard Grove in 1867, In
the event Ashtan had ta et
60 years for a repglacement,
whan Ashlon Leisure Centire
was gpened.n 1977 for [oint
use with Cansfizld High
School,

N
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Mrs. Marjorie Bryden is well known to Past Forward readers for her articles on Hindley and Abram
Granunar School. Here she turns her attention to her primary school in Hindley Green. Ed.

Sacred Heart &chool, Hindley Green
(carly 1930s)

I ATTENDED Sacred
Heart School, Hindley
Green, [rom 1929 1o 1933,
It  was virtually
“country” school, with
only three teachers and,
al that time, under the
Jurisdiction of the priests
of St. Benedict's, Hindley.
The headmistress was
Aliss Catherine Baron,
my mother's 2nd cousin:
it had a good reputation
scholastically and it took
children from 5 to 14
vears of age. Miss Baron
taught what could loosely
be described as the
seniors,  Miss  MeVey
taught the juniors and
Mrs. Leather the infants.

O Sunciays the school was
uhed asa church) the priests
cwrie out from Hindley (o say
the Muss until the parish built
s own church. The school
consisted of one large room,
divided into two by, at first a
curtain, and later by a glass
pariition, This held the Junior
and: Seniar classes, A Turther
part was purtittoned off for an
altar and altar rails and both
parfitions were drawn back to
miake oné large room on
Sundays. Thuere wys @ small
room, leading off the altar pur,
which served ay o vesiry,

The infants had o separate
pernry and therd were bwva claak-
rooins, one al cach end of the
schioul. The laviatores were
across the yard. The firsy Java-
lary was ruely higeer and better
thun the -others; it was the
sunctum sanctorum. - e
teachers” lavatory!

Fastidiows liule girl

I was mather a fastidious little
girl and one duy Tdidn’t Tike the
look (or smellly of any of the
children’s  lavatones, so |
deeided than Towould vse the
teachers” one. OF Course, some-
body saw me go in und immedi-
ately nushed 1o inform Miss
Barin that “AMarorie Lowe was
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Hack row; Tootal, Gregory, In. Prescot, B Purtell, 5. Hayes, D. (" Halloran,

Jo Mloran, Ted Kay, Winstanley, Jn. Young,

Second row fram back: A Collier, L. Stevens, E. Dickinson, AL Pelers, Bos: Berry, 7 Abram, M, Hughes,
A. HatehitTe, 1L Southern, Lo Yaotes, ML Grepory, W Oseen, W1, B, Battershy.
Aliddie raws M. Lowe, ¥ Unsworth, Peg Maortimer, B, Aspinali.
Fowreth row: A Unsworth, K. Houghton, V. Bradshaw, M., Seddon, 7 Abeans,
K. Gollapher, Lomax (1 think), A. Pie, Nell, Pelers,
Fottom row: Jim Proscott, A, Aspinall, Houghton, Ahram, Tom Taotal, W, ' Toole, Billiec Bradshaw, Tony Briddon,
The top class o, 1931 - 4 present, o few absent. What of ¢lass sizes then?

m the teachers” lavalory™, The
messape came back, shouted
throvgh the door that | was o
“ret off immediately!™ By the
time 1 opened the door, 3 crowl
had pathercd to see who had
committed this heinous crime.
but | never heard anything
{urhier aboul il

Mise Biaron was o siricl
discipliminan, but a very pood
teacher, There were over 40
children 1n each class, of a
wide age ranpe - what would
the feachers of today say? And
Ican’t remember anyone who
couldn't read!

Some lessons were laught 1o
the whale cliss, and some, like
arthmene, in proups, The only
changes made were for an hour
on Monday and  Wednesday
afternaons, when Miss Baran
took all the Junior and Scrior
bove for Art, while Mrs,
Leather took the oirls for
sewing, bnd Miss MoVey ook
the infants. Mrs. Leather wisn't

much of & peedlework teacher.
I started making a flannelette
nightdeess when | started at the
school, aged seven vears, and 1
hadn't limshed 1 four years
lawer!

Miss MeVey was an Inish
tady, as one would expect from
the. mame, She idvariably
arrived ot school wenring a
ledther coal and wellingtons
Every playtime she made
herself a hot dnnk. Thisused 1o
intrigue me: she had a hiule
stove: It had o metul base, on
which she placed a very small
white eblong, shich she it and
it sent odbasmall (lame. There
werg  three  legs,  which
protruded upwards Trom the
base and an these she precari-
ously balanced a pan of water. |
don't know what the white
oblong was: | think that it must
have been something i the
mature of o very small fire-
lighter However, she always
2ol hercup of tea,

Mrs.. Leather was rather o
character. In those diays, when
a lady married, shé had to
feave, but ‘Mrs, Leather was
cither o widow, or she had a
sick husband, so she was able
o return 1o eaching, though 1
don’t think that she was certifi-
ciated. She was enormouasly fat,
wilh short armis, which hardly
mel round her ample bosom,
One day she shpped on some
tce in the playground and
couldn™ get up! It took the
combined efforts of both the
other teachers and a couple of
senior boys to get her upright
agair.

“Nowty things"

She was miven o lapsing
tnto  Lancashire dialeet and
pften called children “nowty
things'". She also kept o canary,
called Péter, in 4 ¢age in her
classfoom and 1 had the
doubtful “honour” of cleaning
pul the cage every Friday after
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poon - an hunour winch |
would-willingly have foregone,

One day Miss Baren was
absent: Miss MeVey wasiaking
the infants and lewer juniors
and Mrs. Leather the remauining
juniors and seniors. Horror of
hurrors, it came o Mrs,
Leather's knowledge that three
hoys, who shall remain name-
less, had found o bird's nest
and hiad cut off the leps of the
baby. birds with a penknife.
Mrs. Leather had the three boys
stapding  before the whole
school and she told them that
she was pomng to cut off their
fingers! ahe  took  the
seegaming first boy. the ring-
leader, and lad his hand on the
desk, then she ok the wrong
side of a very blunt knife and
started theatncally sawing it
across his fingers inoa very
exagperated manner. | realised,
in later wvears, that she was
putting no pressure on, but he
was screaming the pluce down
After she had done this Tor a
munute or so she said, " Well, if
I don't saw off your fingers,
will you promise never to do
such a terrible thing again?™ OFf

colrse, the boys were anly (oo
glad to promise and 1 would
certainly teach them u lesson,
None of  the parents
complained; Miss Baron teld
me, years later. | wonder what
would happen i a simifar scene
took place these days,
Unfrozen by playtime
The school carclakers were
a Mr & Mrs, Cadman, who
lived just across from the
school. At thal tme there were
ne school dinners, but you
could buy a cup of tea lrom
Mrs. Cadman for 1d. You hod
o take your own cup, but by
the time you had carned n
acrass the road and the length
of the schoel playground to the
infant room, where you were
allowed 1o cat sandwiches. 1t
WS far from WAL
Occastonally, on Fridays, you
could buy ld. worth of chips
from Mrs, Cadman. | travelled
1o school from Hindley, onigi-
nally on the tram, and later on
the trolley bus. alizhting at the
bottom of Swan Lane and
walkig up. so | always had 1o
stay for dinner, In exception-

ally eold ‘weuather,  Mrs,
Cuadman would light o fire in
the bip school room dnd the
crates of frozen milk vsed 1o be
placed round i1, in the hope that
it would be unfrozen by play-
time,

The panish  was  always
trying to rase funds to build a
church, which they achieved
fairly scon. One such fund-
ratsing evenl was i parden
party. with the crowning of the
Rose Queen in the school
grounds, [t ook place on 20
June 1931 and I was the first
qucen. There was a procession
through the streets of the gueen
and her attendonts and the rest
of the «chool, all culminating in
the crowning of the Rose
Queen. My mother made my
dress. She was an excellent
necdlewoman and somc nuns
at a Bolton convent, who made
vesiments for elerpymen, made
the train. | was crowned by
Mrs. MNesbkil, the wife of Dr
Mesbit, the Medical Officer of
Health. There were stalls of all
kinds, a fortune-teller, a baby
show, o cotton dress show and
some dancing by the children.

The event wis such asuccess
that it swas decided o hold-a
similar event every year and
this went on for a number of
yvears. My mother donated the
train to'the school for (uture
s,

Immensely proud

Every vear all the schools in
Hindley and distriet used o
compeie on  Argyle Street
School playing fields for a
arond Sports Day. These were
cups and shields for seniars
and juniors  fer  running.
jumping and other events and
for scheols with the most
points in all the catepories
Beinpg a small school, there was
little chance of winning & cup
ar shield, as there were s few
in the varigus dpe groups to
choose  from. One year,
however, we had an excellent
all round athlete at schoal - vy
Swyens —and she weon the
Sentor Giarls' Trophy. The
school was immcnsely proud.

In 1933 | lefy Sacred Heart
School 1o po o Hindley &
Abram Grammar Schoal - but
| have already told that story!

Lowton
Memories

Dear Sir,
| recently saw, in the
Daily Telegraph, an obit-

vary of a son o
Lancashire, cricketer
Lionel Lister, My interest
was arolsed by the para-
graph mentioning Peter
Echkersley who lived at
Lime House, Lowlon, and
has been the subject of
articles and |etters In Fast
Forward.

My parents moved (o
Lowton when | was two
wears old and childhood

and -schooldays were
spent there: An  early
memery Is of wvisiling

Lime: House during the
Secornd World War with
my molner, perhaps for
Ration Books or ldentity
Gards, | felt such a sense
af awe walking down
whal seemed (lo a very
cmall child) a8 very long

drive with trees an each
side 1o the front door of
the house. Of course, we
anly ever stood in the
entrance hall where our
enguiries were dealt with
at a door to the nght.

The articles by Ben
Worsley  have stirred
childhood memories, as
children we would walk
past the 'pink cottage on
the way home from the
Council School, which
was called the 'Chapel
School' by the older
generabion of the village.
We children had a
different name for the
coitage, it was the 'red
howsa'" In warm weather
an elderly lady was often
sitting outside the door.
The walk along Newton
Hoad was quile a long
one  and there was

mmliaimiim thm il smoine tha
CEVRO YD KIS A ST aiE

rallway to chmb, bul we
seldom used a bus.

| look forward to mare
articles  on Lowton
history in Past Forward.

Mrs M. Bell,
Leeds, Yorkshire.

Canal
Cottages

Cear Sir,
I am frying to find oul
more about Canal

Cottages - also some-
times known as Canal
Bank and Canal Yard. |'m
lgoking for a photograph
of any information. | have
been toid that they are
nal the same collages
that are on the canal
bank near Trencherield
which are occupied al
the moment. My great
grandfather, Richard
Farshaw, and his family
Iwved at Canal Yard in the
late 1800's early 1800's
and were at the address
on numerous certificates
thzt | have. Fichard was
a foreman boat builder,
My second ‘mystery”
concems Margarel Crooks
{lomery. Beesley), Mamganst
wis bormin 1858 in Haigh;
she was my greal grand-
mother. She had two chil-
dren before she mamed -
Wilham James, bom June
1876 and John Thomas,
bom February 1881, In tha
1881 census she was ving
with her parents at 10 Brock
Stet,  Inoe:  Margaret

mamed William Crooks, 3
January 1882, at Wigan
Regwstry Office and later had
three more chifdren, Alired,
Anrie and Margaret, but the
two  chidren before her
marmage retained the nama
Beeslay. | have no! been
able to trace the family in the
1821 census and Wwondered
if-any of your readers could
help.

Finally, -<congratula-
Lons on your magazine -
it's greai io near about
my birthplace and 1
brnngs back lofs of
memaories. | ook forsard
to futureissues

Margaret Hegan,
Chester Road,
Stevenage,

Herts. SG1 &Y.

Tel: 01438 223687,
m.heganE@pipex.dial.com

‘The Four Parishes
Research Group’

Dear Siror Madam,

| 'am wnting 1o el you
know of the existence of
this group which started
life: “as an Adult
Continuing  Education
Class under the tulelage
of Paul Booth of the
University of Liverpool.

We are engaged in
researching the mid 16th
e mid- 17th Century
festery of the four ancierit
parishes of Chrstleton,
Waverten, Tarnvin  and
Tattenhall, They lie to the
gast and norh east of
Chester and were {and
still are) very rural. Our
man ‘sources are the

exlant Wills and
Inventones of the perad
which we are currently
transcribing and

analysiog under the head-
mgs  ofi-  Agriculture,
Domestic Industry,

Furniture and Furnishings,
Luxury Goods, Glothing.

We would be inter-
ested in| exchanging
infarmation with anyone
angaged o©n  simifar
projecls.

Mrs. Idina Haslings,
Hon, Secretary,
Springfield Cottage,
Hitehens Lane,
Bulkeley, Malpas,
Cheshire, S¥14 BBX.
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anscribed:s

The Lowton United Charity

ON the south side of
Winwick Church there is a
grayvestone which is
“"Here  lveth
William Leadbeater, Late off
I.ovwton, yeaman, who by
his deed gayve his Iands in
Lowton and Golborne to
the paor thereol and dyed
un 16th day of April Anno
Domini 1686 aged 79", The
farm land referred to was
in Church Lane and is now

the playing held of St
Luke's Schonl.
For abouwt 2000 yeurs

fallipwing the death of the
abpve, the rent from the farm
way distributed on  hMuauady
Thursday wthe poar of Lowion
as lenpgths of red flanmel or
leraves of bread, according o
the:size of the family, Ths prac-
tiee was carnied oneomio the
early days of this century,
instead ol poods: These were
distributed on a particular diy
in the 51 Luke’s Infiniy
Schionivird. Nowadiys @ siii
of money decded by the
trustees i given aul to those in
peed ot Chostmas tie:

In the Buter part of the [ast
century ather people of Lowion
begueathed funds for the sume
purpese, and on 22 Murch 1892
the wharties of  William
Legdbeater, Micholas Turner
and Elzabeth Byron, along
with Brodwwns and Morris™ ¢hiir-
mies  and the Thomas  and
Marparel Cook Memonal Fond.
amited (o become the Lowion
Uited Chanty, The Charity
Conymissioners of England and
Wales administered the scheme,
the interes! from the invested
funds beine made avaiiable tar
thebenefit of the peuple of
Lowien resident wiathin the
pansh boundary as from March
1892,

TFlhe object of the charity is
to relieve persons who sdre in
necd: lardship or dhisiness: by
making  grumes of money o
paying far items, services or
facibinits caleulared o reduce
thir problems. No camminment
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can b ede worepea O ronew
e peliel an 4 repular busis,
althpueh  allowiances  for o
limited penod o mcet b parie-
whir peed, sudden disiress, sick-
ness of anfirmiy are in order
Provision of jtems may well be
gifts of farmpture o filings,
supply  of tools or books
payanent of fees for mstroctian
or teavellmp expenses so s 10
lelp o goarn a bvings When the
bardship iscaused beoause: the
person s cither  olde sick,
convalescent disabled, hundi-
capped or anfiem, whetler
mentially or physically, the
trusteis may either pay directly
o sdviince money 10 beneficia-
rics for a4 wide range of scrvice,

Taday., by consuliing (he
Diepartmeny  of  Health  and
Sovial Services of the Local
Autharity  concerned  with
people in need; the trustees may
learn wline assisiance these may
be given and, more importantly
the needs of people which the
Statutory Sepvices are unablé 1o
relicve completely. I this wiy
thie trustees alas ensure that the
provision of assistance will not
affect any supplementary bene-
fits availuble from the depirt-
mems: The body of trusiecs
consists of 13 persons who.
threugh residence, occupation
or employment have special
knowledge of the arca ol the
Furish of Lowton, The Rector
of 5t Luke's und the Micar of
St Mary's  are  penminent
members,  three  frustees are
nominated by Wigan MBC and
cight others ure cowopled to
serve for a-period of live yeirs,
Any eompetent trustee may be
reappoinied. The trusteds are
obliged to hold at least two
ordininy meetings o cach year,
but four are wsuoally  held,
Special ones iy be summoned
ag any. lime (F urgent iraltees
drise. WO trusice shill ieceive
remunecation or be interested m
the supply of woark or goads at
the cost of the chunty,

Every churely in Lowton is
represented oncthe climty by oat
heist ame iruste My own father
servid for more than 3§ yeuars
unitih 1955, hemng o representi-

tise of the Methudises ar Long
Head, M AL R Thompsan has
filled the same position sincd
the early 1970 His father, Mr
R R Thomipson, wiks 4 irusiee

e | IR ) Ly 7
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Itis mteresting to pote i
M AL R Fliompsen's greal
prandfather, Mre James Hill of
Heaih Lane Farm. was co-opted
faserve i 1912 dlong with Mr.
Charles Guesat of the Elms,
gentleman, M Jimes Preseott
ol Brook Cottage, printer, Mr.
Walliam
House, gentleman

Laurel
and  Mr
Joseply. Leigh of Pear Trce
House, [fetred florist, all of
Lowton. Tt is probable that all

Clirke  of

were trustecs ol the Leadbeaters
Charity belore the union aof the
several Chunties mo [H92. ]
Eriew all these gentlemen inonyy
boyhood duys. Over the years
other Fthers and 'sons have
been trustees, including Mr, L.
Baldwin and Mr A, Baldwin ol

St Muary s-and i Luke's.

The original bequests were us
follows:-

Chliarity of William Leadbeater,
Rent from farwhonse and lowd
o Churel Lane,

Charity of Nicholas Turner.
Reur from a close ealfed Litile
Meadow, i Golbarie.

Charity af Elizaleth Byron.
Rent frone house, shop and
garddn (ofd foll Tonse Stane
Cross Lanc) and cottope and
garden, Bunkirk Hall, Newton
M.

Brawn s € lharify.

Rewt from lrouse, cortage amd
parden, Lane Head, cattage and
pardeu, Hlaeksnnrlis stars room
and pardei.

Muorees "o Clrarity.
Rent from lowse qidd Tapd in
Heath Lane, cottage and garden,
Fahwitien,

H. Worsley

Atherton
Photographic
Society

Atherton Photographic
Socisly has this vear bean
pelebrating its 6010 anniver-
sary, eyvents have includad
exnibitions at the History
Shop, Wigan, and the Derby
Room, Leigh, The theme of
the exhizilions has been to
show work from the past
through fta the present,
Fhotooraphs®  from s
decades have been shown,
guing back to some trom
1941, which were shown for
the first time since the
1940°s, and culminating in
digital imagés from 13398
taking Atheron inlo the next
Millennim,

The Society is forlunate
to own Hs own premises in
Atherton, thanks to the fore-
sight of some of 1t5 founder
members. |t believes Ihat it
shicuid  lake phctograpny
into the community and has
helped Duke of Edinburgh
Award candidates  and
uniferm groups with their
badges and schools with
projects. Anyane needing
help with a. project should
contact Atherton
Photographic Society al its
Email address adaps 2 &
aol, or phone Len on 01942
677726 or Harry on 01942
727027 The Society will
soen have ils own Web
page.

Ferthcoming events in
line Society rooms include a
colour printing demonsira-
tion by Berl Haddock In
November, a diital evening
with. two ot Atherton’s
leading exnonents 1N
January and the Chemical
Company, Tetnal, n
February. Anyone 5
welcome to visit on 2
Thursday night at Bpm far
an evening of photograchy.




Aspull & Haigh Historical Society
fMeetings are held in the Vitlage Cenlre, Boltan
Road, Aspull, an the second Thuraday of the
month at 8:00 p.m, Further details from the
Seoretary, Mrs. Rosalle Naylor, 3 Pennington
Close, Aspull, Wigan (01942 256145),

12 November

Wy Taste of Christmas' by Sheda Gallaghear

10 Pecember

Chrstmas Party

Atherton Heritage Society

Monthly meetings with talks an local siony
hald at 5t Richard's Jubiles Hall. Crabires
Lane, Alherlan, on Tuesdays al 730 p.m.
Non-members £1.50, including refreshmeants.
Everyone welcame, Visits throughaut the year
to piaces of histanical interest  Infarmation
from Hon, Sec. (01204 651478),

g November

‘Local Railways of the-Past' by Mr. Sweeney
14 December

Torm Burke - the Leigh Carusa' by Mr Famington

18 lonuomr

‘Look Behing You' by S. Barton

S February

‘Glonous Ludiow’ by 5. Greenhalgh
9 March

‘Hivinglan® by D. Smith

12 April

‘Wamen in the Mines' by Mr Stirrup

Golborne & Lowton Local History
Society

Founded in 1984 Lhe society now has an
average monthly atiendance of over 20.
Meetings are held at Golborne Library on the
second Tuesday of the month at 7,00 p.m.
Non-members welcaome. Further details fram
Ron Marsh, BR. Gificer (01342 726027).

10 November

'The History of Lowton" by Alec Hughes.

SOCIETY NEWS

Leigh & District Family History
Society

Meel:ings are held on the 3rd Tuescay of every
menth in the Derby Room of Legh Library, Far
further details contact the Secretary, Mrs, O,
Hughes (01942 741594)

17 Mavember

rreguiar Marmiages” by Bob Blakeman

15 December

‘Christmas Festivilies” with Lizzie Jones ima
17th century camen

14 January

‘Getting Starfed”

16 February

Talk by Fred Haolcroft

16 March

Talk by Andrevw Todo

Leigh Literary Society

Meehngs are held in The Derby Room, Leigh
Library on bendays at 730 p.m. Subscription
£10, Visitors ©1. Secrelary: Mrs; H. Gaskell
(01842 B01743)

Leigh Local History Society
Meetings are held in the Derby Room, Leigh
Library, on the last Wedneasday of tha manth
For further defails-contact the Secretary, Mrs
MNorma Ackers (01942 865488)

Tyldesley & District Historical
Society

Mestings are held at Tyldesley Pensioners
Club, Milk Street, Tyldesley, on the third
Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m. Entrance
is FREE. Further details from the Secretary
{01942 514271)

18 November

‘Mining through the Cenlures . Mining as seen
in warks of art frorm G000 HE ta Ta’c.r.:ry" by Alan
Davies.

1T Deecmber

‘The Conslruction af the Manchester Sfip
Canal’ by Chris Driver (preceded by &G
21 January

'‘The Wood End Fit [isaster, Haydock, 1878'
by lan Winstantey,

18 February

‘God's Wonderful! Falway™ by Stan Smah,

18 March

‘The Meaning Betund fNursery Rhymest by
Fred Halcroft,

Wigan Archaeological Society

The Society meeis in the History Shop on the
first Wednas=day of the month at 7.30 p.m.
Mew members are always welcame

Wigan Civic Trust

The Trust meets at 7,30 pm, an the second
Monday of e manih al the Drumcroan Arts
Cenlre, Parsons Walk, Wigan. For further infor-
mation contact Anthany Grimshaw, Secretary
{01542 245777). New members are always
welcome,

Wigan Family History Society
Meetings are now held-on the first and third
Tuesday ol the manth, at the Springheld Hotel,
spnnglield Raad, Wigan, a1 7:30 pomy For
fufher information contact Mrs Lynne Kearns,
28 Wareing Street, Tyldesley, Manchester, M29
8HS (01942 BTBE549)

distapce of 3,000 miles

of spoken to her since

change

in Uncle &ill probably revised it several

Past Forward
Therapy

Dear Mr Gillies,

The word Therapy i1s
one of those special
wards, in the past almost
confined to the vacabulary
of the medical world, but
now used by a maore
enlightenec  praletarial.
There are many suffixes
like physio or audio, but |
do beligve I, with the help
of Wigan Heritage Senvica,
have discovered a new
suftix, making wp the
whele word, PAST
FORWARD THERAFPY ...
and it works, even at a

over the Atlantic Doean
But let me explain

For many years | have
maniained a very achive
correspondence
exchange with a Iriend
and lellow Garswoodite,
Hill Wright, who emigrated
to Toranto, Canada, at the
end of Warld War Nl
Frequency of exchange
was three or four long
lelters per annom, bu
nearly three years ago,
Bill's letters came to an
abrupt halt.

As: | thought the worst,
especially as his style was
becoming  rather inco-
herent, | though! | would
allaw a hittle tme for any
development, as Bill was
living alone in apartments
Mone came. Somea
months later, however,
Bill's sister rang from
Darlington. | had not seen

aboul 1935, Sha infermed
me that she had been lo
Tororla in response to a
message fram a nursing
home. He had & sericus
fall which had resulted in
a broken hipand wasin a
very bad way, Through
Marian, Bill had gsked me
to contmue my letters, but
it was exiremely unlikely
that | would ever get any
replies. | was pleased to
ablige and thal was a
penod which mose or less
caincided with' my mntro-
duction to Past Forward.
Even' that tasty muorsel
gathered no catch until
just -alter he: must have
received Issue 18

A lang letter arnved
from his Canadman nigce,
of whose existence | was
unaware, | still Blush when
| think of the accolade -
suHice fo say that she has
seen such an encouraging

immedialely after reading
my lettars which, she went
on, he read two ar three
times, then asked her ta
read tham oul aloud, Best
of all, stapled neatly at the
back of her (eller, was a
letter from Bill - the first in
well over two years, the
resull, so s mece
clarmed, of some bullying.
It was quite well written
and back tg his usual
articulate style,

Flattered though | felt,
it was patently obvious
that the big stick had besn
wiglded by the pages of
Past Forward, and in
particular, Hareid
Knowles's  anicle an
Ashton Grammar Schogt -
Bill s an ex-pupil. He did,
in fact, say thal he was
looking lonward: te the
second part, which | am
pleased ta report ha will
now have recewed and

nmes,

SIHEE ‘S!aﬂll"lg to write
this |eller, it has crossac
my mind that it as wathin
the realms of possibility
that there may be other
ex-employees of .John
Woods Ltd., Wigan, who
might remember Bill who
servad his apprenticeship
there. There may even be
a-reader or readecs who
would ike to make an old
man (rowein bis mid 800s)
happy, 10 which event |
viouid cbhge by
torsarding his address.

In the meartime, my
kindes! regards 1o you and
all ar Wigan Herntage
SEmvice,

J. Harold Smith,

108 Worcester Lane,
Sufton Coldfield,

West Midiands. B75 SNJ.
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Remembering
‘owd’ Gee and
others

Dear Sir,

The articie in Past

Fwart - t&on Ashton
Grammar School, ty
Harold kKnowles, braught
back happy memores ol
my time therein the
1930°s, Everyone wha did
wiodwork will remember
‘owd’ Gee and his sayings.
My tirst post afer univer-
sity was at Hindley and
Abram Grammar School
where he.also laught
woodwark, so it was inter-
esling to meet him as a
colleague. | recall Mr.
Mitchell with some atiec-
twan because, githough |
Wwas in the Seience Sixih, |
¢id subsidiary English and
il was he who gave me my
love of literature, espe-
crally Wordswoith

Other teachers | recall
weare Mr Gardener, Mr
Aoscoe, Miss Hodgkinson,
"Lizzie Mint", Billy Whish
and Piggy Brindie. | apalo-
gise for the micknames,
bul for some | cannol
fEmemben their real anes. |
remember Mr. Gardner
threatening the peelects
wilh expulsion if we were
caunht once more in the
billlard hall in Gerrard
Slreet and Miss "Hodoge"
{aking some af us 1o the
Queen s piciure house on
a Friday evening. Does
anyona remember
Carstaker Rimmer giving
thee prefecls the key (o his
shied 5o that we could
have a smoke? | can't
imagine what “Freddie”
Hall would have said il he
had known.

| have & different recol-
lection la Harald Enowles
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Descendants of
Robert Arkwright
(born 1606)
wanted

[rear S,

T read every issbe of dour Gine publication and look
lorward toeach pew 1ssue. | alwiavs look Tor o fews e
or menion of the Lancasdore name, Arkwnght, but have
Neverseen il i pring infast Ferwaed, perhaps thisimay
b an appamuniy for o mention,

It secms it s we prove older and move swiy Trom
pur place ol Birth, curiasily aboul our roots and anging
IHeTeases, this is 5010 My cose.

My grandfother. Jolin Arkwright, was killed in
Sprnngs’ Bropeh Pir, Ince, m 5 o'elock am. on
Wednesday. 3 Becember 903, ased 25 years.

My father was only 2 yvears old at the time and was
raased by his mothers family, the Langtor’s. His mother,
Sarah Langton, remidrmicd and consequently my father
for some reasan, lost all contact wath has father's sisters

His aunts were!

Ann ArkuTighi kom 1 July 1871 marmed Jack Lafihogae
Brate unkngw

mamcd John Somshaw 11 Qciodwer FRWHI

marmed Williun Jones
28 Deceinher | BGE

marriei u’_'.curp;_' el d
7 Moy TRUR

Rochel Arkwnphn bom 23 January, 874

\I:lry Arka n]:hl hrsm 27 .-\Tnl | BT

Ellen Artkwnpht  hom 30 dune ERS0 marngd Jelm Bater
3 A pua | 901
Jane Arkuwnpht

b 35 Aujrise [RE2 married Thismas Havurd

0 ANugust 1502

Twould yery much ke (o establish contazt with any of therr
disspendants have ieaced cor family beck 1o Rohert Arkwrigln
b LA af Daron., Brouphton, Preston, and sould ke e
eachanpe Lamly inloomalon with mynear eelatives

I any ol yourreaders can help imwin any wiy Dwall Be very
reateful

PPeter Arkowright,

3507 Reid Circle,

Maonrae,

Marth Caraling 281127301,
LiSA

Telephone: (704)-T04-7751
eemminils uninn. jack @irellis.net

about wearing a school
cap, | remember Head Boy
Martlew standing at the
autside the schoal gata
making sure wWe were
wearnng our caps. In many
ways the Head Boy, espe-
cially Martlew, was more
teared than the statf.

least 7 members - Frank.
anolher Frank, Len,
Dorothy, Morman, Horace
and myself (Ron) were
pupils in this-pered

I have only recently
seen a copy of Past
Forward 501 am very
much leoking terward o
future editions.

The Gorner family in
general had a sirong
connection wilth Ashign
Grammar-School in the
20's, 30's and 40'5 35 at

A. R. Gorner,
Bolton,

T Wagaarn Eserven A Qanane (904

A WIGAN COLLIER KILLED AT INCE
A soung man ol 25 e, maemed Jolin Arkswoehl of 25 High
Sereet, Wigda, was Lilled a5 orclie kboon Wednosday moming at
e Springs Baimch P Doce, betangmie 1o Messers Lathath
Broalicrs. 1e was Tollpweng los cmployment s doil cotier,
when a farge stane fell fram the eeol and killdd-um instant]s

THE INQUEST
M Braghouse, County Coroner, held aninguest ot the
Walrmestey Arms, Higher Ingd, on New Yeors BEve, There were
prescad ab thicanguiry Mre Matthews {Inspector oF Mines ), Mr
Kaight (manager of the cotheryy, Moo [0 Latham (Surveyvor)
and M. Hewitt (manaper)

Sataly srkwrght, wife of e deceased, said ey Hved w
23 Meph Streer, Wigan, He was a coal cutler, working [oe
Messers Linham o ther Brunch Pinof Monchester Road, nee
He wins 25 years ol ape. He wies broopht bome dead on
Wednesday night. Degedsed had nof worked fong at the place

Giearge Orritl, Broomfield. Termee, Inde, said Be hud
warked at Mossers. Lathamy colliery, On Tucsday might he and
decmeed wnd Foer oihers wore working together witlt 3 Lol
cotiing machine, Walness was in chapge. They started cutling
cintl [ o'clack and had cult dbout 36 virds of coal wlhien the
gockdent happened ar 3 oclock inthe moming, The mactime 1s
worked by-an ciecirie cabie, It was necessary for two men 10
be in front of the mbching to bry the aiils as it came slong
When Lhey ook up the rails Bebind they pul props in e
places, Witness was examiming Tocther up 1o see aboul the
setling of a prop ani deceased was watching the machine come
over A Juint in e rdls when 3 stone came down witlioo iy
foand fell onthe deceased. The sione broke alt the coal
Faee aml ibe tep. The Toremuan had examined the roof ball an
hour before the aceident. Witness thought the roal was safe

By Mr Maubiews: it knocxed ome iron bar oul. There were
spare propsal they bad wanted them. Following upon a suppes-
o by the aspector that bars wiére preferable 1o props i such
work, Mr Knight sand they had decided to have systematic
barring an the future; the bars being set every four Teet

Thomas S Bell Green-Lane, fireman, satd he was o the
place of (he aeendent o twenty mimutes to five, and had
sopaded the ool where the machme bad 1o go. There was no
indication thit anythng was going iy happen. There was got
much vibration with the coal cutting machine: Winess did not
think when he cxamined than there was any declssily for bars
b b prlaced thiere

By Mz Matthews: The roof was very strong at that place, 11
wikled be safer to put the bars up systematically than propping

M Mittibews said he examined (he place and Ffound that o
large stone parallel with Tace had come down Altopether il
medsured 26015 e length dnd copped two or three of the props
Hu thoughy the systenn thiy were pomng Ly idopt ol the collicry
weou bl be safer Lo bar: because if any weight came on it very
ulten iveame oy the fuldur and diat was the point it reguired
1o b prooeied

Mr Knlaht said where they requirsd the bar they had 1K)
wards withoul, but i the futire' they were not poing to think.of
the expense and swonld bar all the way, (hear, e

Thie Coroner wiid thire wits s codl cotting machine somg
donwn whyit was practically an alley 3 v, high ond 4 11 6 ins
witdeomel e could see i the alleéy nuost beapood deal safer
iF roofed aver with bars dhan af not, Tiowas the old role wold over
amd-over aeain, one the mspedions were continually talking
ke, that The moce systematic the Hmbenng wis the less loss
of Hie iherd wus, wharever they were doing advancing theie
coal face, makiag o rodduay-orairwdy, or anything else. Gn
the gther hond. one could see that the plice was supposed [0
b suffrerent]ly perfectied, and o good many of them shut the
stable door after the harw was gone. The management seemed
tir b et willimg 1o o anyehing that was reasonable (o protect
e diFe ynd Tt of the men and do it valuntnly without any
prissure from dnyene. They hod already adopted systematic
Bierring, s hat beibg <o, fie would ask theé juny 1o say whether
Ihiey thiodgEht-at was decide ntal of seeing that the manopemeng
Pzl ettty amd abreads started the better system, there was
any necedsily 10 say anythog Forther s theie veedict

The jury refurncd a verdicl of "Accidental Diih™ warh (he

auhilivion than dhey would be pleased if the proprictors would
carry out the recommendalion ol thie s paec iors



come

Jrom
Wigan
do you?”

Drear Alastiur,

[ wonder if | could
crave. your andulgence
and ask af wou maght

conswler this leiter Tor
inclusion in your “Letlers

i the Editor” fedature of

Post Forvwarnd?

1 have
received from an old
Wigan friend of minc a

recently

copy of "Wigdan Prer - A
Canal Tradl" which |
consider an admirable
publicanon and 1 would
like 1o thank. through
your columns publicly,
Eric Siced and  Tom
Almond, ably supporied
by the pictures by Gerald
Kickards and  all the
supporting siaff involyed
in the production of such
4 comprehensive rexumé
of "The Leeds and

Leverponl Citral”

You, sir, are alreidy
aware  of my self
appainted commission of
1 WIGAN rovine ambas-
calor, becuuse when |
st started my
"wandering abroud" 1 was
completely non-plussed
when soguaintances used
such derovatory remarks
as "You don't come from
Wigan do you™ = almast
as i Wiganers suffered
from an  undiscovered
affshoot of Leprosy. It
wis then | made up my
mind thar 1 would do
evirvthing 1 could 10
inMuened these bigols (o

make the cffort and visit,
and I've lost count af
people whi have visited
Wigan, The Hennge
Centre. and repancd back
tr me how pleasontly
surprscd they were.

Without knowing who
the lintle boy was who

prareel the Fielonifon’e han
L OO0 e LWL 5 g

when o he  had  been
despatched 100 Summon
hir, pepding the delivery
af the kest addition 10
their  famuly, | have
repeated that tile very
ofien in the pust. and now
fir the benefiv of Pt
Forvend readers  who
have never heard it-

The midwife showed
thie new arrival 1o the boy
and 1old him the new
baby was in the bag he
i carned for hes swhen
he exclavmed: "Ayean f
[ had kneswn |would have
clod it intcut™. For non-
dialect speakery: " Yes and
il I had known I'd have
thrown it the canal ™

I never knew who that
little bay was, but 1 now

know it skas Tom
Almond, the canal
narrator in Wi Pier -
A Canal Tradl” and |

cannol only  personally
vouch for the veracily. of
II.I!-:. FEmMInIsCenCes, I can
add a bt of depth to them

The lock keeper was
Wm, Derbyshire (Bill
Derby to us kids), who
eould run across the [Gps
af the closed lock gates
quicker than he could gel
to the towpaith; next door
to his cottage was Mr
Tones's smithy who used
ter let us watch him shoe
the horses Tor the boaters

The tow of coltages
mentioned was Drving
Lane which stood buck
from the waler hetween
Ballard’s Rope Walk and
Henhurst Bridyee opposite
the horse slaughterers
feld across the camal. The
slapshierman  was Joe
Stanway who also had 2
drysaltery  business in
Chapel Lane. supplying
donkey lor
whitening the housewile’s
doorsteps: and | window
sillss Sulvwns sold tn fapze
blocks by himn; os sell as

10T,

aritted sund for the public
Bars of pubs, where cast
irom spitloons were on the
flogrs. IF the: customers
missed their aim, the sund
would soak 11 upoand it
wianled be swept oul by the
cleaners fater

Boal horses eould be

whice wralla
i Suciviiih

stabled
behind the Fox Tavern at
the 1op af Bndae Sircel,
adjoining Chapel Liane.
The licensee was Iohn
Willwe Sharples, wha also
had an interest 1n hare
coursing on  Westwouod
Park. Sadly Mr. Sharples
was closing the 2aes 1o
the park when one fell on
hnm and killed him. There
wis betting on the dogs
during the contests and
Mr Stanway was a well
Known  character  in
Chapel Lane who always
wore brown luee up hoots
whin evervone else wore
ron shod clogs;

Mo doubt Mo Almond
knew a fellow boater who
bved two doors away
from us in Drving Lane,
when he wasn’t hauling
along the canal between
Leeds and Liverpool with
his wife as mate. He was
Churlie Lamb and, when
he came home from o tnp
and hud been pad, would
stop and search his loose
change and wive ol the
ncizhbours’ childrén &
penny cach

Oe Memary
putstanding o my remi-
fiscences wiay when the
Limbs were "at home”
they had to bomow every-
thinge Irom us - fryime pan
mncluded. as everything
was stared in the boat
tethered  on the canal
outside. They didn't even
have mugs - they used
LTy JeEm JarH,
“horrowine”  margarne,
cupsof sugar, even keites
ol botling water until their
own fire got under way

Mr Almond's ance-
dote rezanding Aireys
brewery | can. venfy
because oo went there
for twopennorth o'barm
{Brewer's Yeast)und was
Tumihiar with the-gdd cork
blowing off (not always
during the mighty and if

one hit the codl house
door (we stored: ours in
the joxide coal housé
under  the  stairsh it
sounded like a qun zoinge
ol

On  the subject of
gambling, it was well
known that miners would
even flies crawling up the
window being eied on
pecasion.  Although ]
nevir saw 4 cloe fizht
fyDURESIETs weren't
llowed near) | was ance
a speetalor at g birearne
wresthing match where an
able  bodied serving
soldier was challenged by
aone legecd ampulce ex
soldier!

Apparently,.  whilst
drinking together, the
subjects had a personal
difference 1 the
Saturday nmight and the
serving  soldier had
remarked "1F you werea
(e man d give you 1
damn  eood  hiding™,
whereupon his opponent
had said "Don't et that
skop thee” and added "We
will have 4  wrostle
{wrestled on't cut hank
intmoming slaing from
4 sitting . position. Best
w'three [alls two showders
(shoulders) touching the
grovnd Jor a count of
three counts as one fall!"
Word guickly por around
and at the wppointed time
a crowd of 2U orso gath-
eped U5 spectators to back
their here, the disabled
conlestank; 4 lacal
cobbler: The other contes-
tant was talthoush a local
mun) a serving soldier

oyerseas and. hume on
feave, s therefore
regarded ds d strangzer H
the area. [ can't emember
who won. bot there wus
guite o commation whilst
the: ‘contest was n full
N,

Al the
COfiEst
settfed and immediaiely
card  schoals  avere
formed: we kids enjtayved
that because we hecame
“Bohby' walchers. whose
job it was to warn the
camblers whep  the
policeman’s hielmict
showed ahove the 1op of
Heohuest: Bridge o5 he
pateolled Chapel  Lane
and Poolstock. When the
school  of  pamblers
dishanded the winners
gave us i halfpenny each,
unless: the same was
pontoon, when we aot-a
halfpenny extra f the
banker won with a total of
31 an has veo dealt cards.

et of the

A ST e, el
e oy L B

Pleasurable as it was
for me o read Me
Admond's and Mr Steed’s
dccount in their bookdet. |
have enjoyed the added
pleasure  of  nei  oniy
confirming the veracity of
therr  recollections  and
resedarch. but ulse being
ahle to add a few Bits and
preces as evidence of that
trith!

Thank you sa much to
all coneermed.

Ernie Taburner.

62 Westwood Road,
Earlsdon,
Coventry.
CyvaaGiE,

Publiished by Wgan Heritage: Seosce. Lesure Services Deparmant
Market Shibe Marke! Ho' |, Tre Galleces, Blgah WK 18X

The winws expressed in ths spue are nol necessarily suooored Dy
Wigan Metrepoitan Horcaah Céaurgl
Amartien Commitier: Noining asmed may b conttrisd avpele/ar
an gHicia! apnouncement uness so stiled

Merdne: Wigan Qoungd, nor the Editan apeant Nk Ny fae any mattes

in thris pubRlicalinn

Comtnouliors ars-welicome et no pespoas Ol by can be taken 1o lanh
of dafmags 10 contrButess malarg

- METROPOLITAN
A WIGAN

Zvinan Nerapolitan Borough Cosncit

Movembar 1938

ar tiy bn Hecedafien dana

23




THERE was a very good response to last issue's "Who?

Where?' - particularly with regard to the four photoaraphs of
Old Elms. Many readers wrote in to identify it as the |arge
house in Elmfield RAoad, off Wigan Lane. Mrs. Carole Banks
was even able to give precise details of the cocupants of the

house:

Dear Sir,

| presume that the Old
Elms referred to is the large
house in Elmfield Road, off
Wigan Lane (the last turn-
ing before Mere 0Oaks
School).

My mother (who died in
1985, and was born in 1906}
knew the house well as a
girl. It had been divided into
two parts,

In the left hand side lived
Mr. & Mrs. George
Makinson. He was the
owner of the ironmongers
shop of the same name,
which was in Standishgate
{now part of the Halifax
Building Society). There
was also a showroom in
Station Road, in part of the
old Central Station build-
ing.

My arandfather, Harry
Blacow, worked for George
Makinson in the affice, later
Becoming manager of the
shop - and mother tald me
that they often visited the
house in Elmfield Road.

In the right hand side
lived Mr. & Mrs. Price and
family. Mr. Price was a

No positive identification as to whose fureral was shown in the

solicitor, with a practice in
King Street (apparently he
used to walk to Boars Head
Station and catch a train to
Wigan N.W. Station - then
walk across the iron bridge
to his office). His last
remaining daughter, Mrs.
Sally Liptrot, died about
three years ago. She and
my mather were great
friends and used to play
together in the gardens at
the Old Elms as children.

The photo could have
been taken in either of the
gardens (c. 1920-30). |
believe that the lady on the
left of the second photo is
my grandmother - WMrs.
Jane Blacow - who was
well known as a Methodist
local preacher {born 1880),
so | assume that the
'Mothers Day' has a church
connection, but I'm afraid |
can't explain the caption.

Thank you for another
excellent edition of Past
Forward.

Mrs. Carole Banks,
13 Crowhurst Drive,
Wigan,

WH1 2QH

three left-hiand photographs, but one reader did narrow the

date down to 1906 al the earliest.

A very mixed bag this time. The colliery may
be one at Abram, where the Manager was J.
H.Weaver. The house with the lady standing
in front is called Osbourne House. That is
the only information we have. Any sugges-

tions? If so please contact Len Hudson in
Leigh Town Hall (01942) 404432




