


SOME OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF YOUR TEACHER
TOM MOSS FELLOW,AND EXAMINER OF THE ALLIED
DANCE ASSOCIATION

TOMMY MOSS



BUCKINGHAM PALACE

el April, 13986.

oo A Mo

Thank you for your letter of 26th March
enclosing a copy of your life story. Her Majesty
was delighted to accept this and was equally
pleased to hear about the dance you invented
on her visit to Wigan. It was very kind of you
indeed to send a description of the dance and
Her Majesty was most interested to hear of its

success. H . Nmﬁ

(ROBERT FELLOWES)






Wigan dance pair in
TV North team

TAKING part in the North v South Latin American
~ dance team match to be televised from Hammer-
smith Palals on April 9th will be Wigan dancsrs Tom
Moss and Prudence Ravelle, North of England profes-

slonal champlons.

The North’s line-up will be:
Hulley and Edwards (Halifax),
Nerth-East  champlons; Moss
and Ravelle; and Hancox and
Green (Manchesler).

They will oppase Laird and
Lorralnce, BDritish professionnl
champlons; Palrick and Keyes,
world champlons; and Hulbert
and Duerof, Grand Prix cham-

In and Around

) ; ‘H’ - J
pions; all of London,
The Sou:h of England in this
match ave fNelding the slrongest
Latin American professional

team “ever to take a dance
floor."”

Toen:  DNless  and Prudence
Ravelle.



Tom is congratulated on his achievement by one of his pupils Sydney
Lord.

Tommy’s
teaching
traps
trophy

Twinkle toed Tommy
Moss has added another
trophy Lo his cabinet.

Ballroom dancer extra-
ordinaire Tommy, a for-
mer professional world
champion who still holds
Lhe record for winning the
North of England champi-
onship six years on the
trot, is obviously passing
on his fleet fooled secrels
to pupils at his dancing
schoal.

It's just awarded the
runners-up shield in the
Allied Dancing Associa-
tion's Teaching DMedal
Awards.

Explains Mr. Moss, who
lives in Standish and is a
regular face instructing
and organising dances for
the Metro's Leisure De-
partment: “We won the
award for the number of
medal winning people we
have put through and
Lheir qualily.

Father

Tomy, whose fther Tom-
my senior was head pro-
fessional at Hammers-
moth Palais, has had a
love affair with dancing
virtually all his life.

He won his [irst title in
1933 and won the World
pairs with his sister Hilda
in 1954,

He retired from com-
petitions in 1954 but made
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MMY & Hilda Moss

— “{above) went to Paris.
They flew from  Man-
chester, and on the Thurs-
‘day_ they demonstirated at
Le Palais de la Mutualite
banquet, on Friday after-
noon were -entertained by
the deputy Lord Mayor at
Thotel de’ Ville, relaxed in
the evening 'at the Moulin
?Rgﬁugc, and on Saturday
&me in second in the
Wt'}fld';s, Professional Ball-
room*Dancing Champion-
"ship andfirst in the World's

Professiorinl' Dutcing Exhi- |

ibition Championship held
at the .'O,Iygﬁbid-_ Ballroom,
Bouleyard CorSupinc.
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“We hud o wonderful time,” |
Tommy told * Dance MNows™
" Never Ioowll o vur yours o (e
bmnclog world hiove we been e
colved 30 hosplislily and treated |
s0 well, Lven when we went ol
relax ut the Nowlin Roupe we
were invited (o pul oo a show,
but T regret 1 had to refuse ns
we wiore not dressed for the
occaslon,

“ Camille de Rhynal, president
of the F.ILD,, aond orpaniser of
the championships, who invited
us, is = most charming person-
ulity ond hie nflerwards told us
that the Freoch people were of
the opinlon thot we were a credit
to England. Certuinly the eon-
lhusinsmy  of  the French  was|
something to be scen™
| Tommy and Hilda had praise,
|too, for the Freach musicians,
{Quintin Verdu el son orchestre
de tango and Paul Patlyne ot sa
grande  formation, who jomntly
provided the bLeal for the scven
dance championship—the English
four with the rumba, sambn and
pasa doble.

) .’.16
J"'ﬁg

“Those boys certainly knew
what woy wunted, especially ao
when onr exhibilion came up,”
salil Voonny.

The adudicitbon panel  was
composed of ejght judees, seven
forcign  and  our own  Siclla
Cook of  Weymouth, who
origmnally came from  Man-
chester.  First plaee in the cham-

pienship was taken by France,

second by England, third by Bel- |

givin, fourth by England (Frank
Tyrell} and fifth by haly,

WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE

“ [t wos all a wonderful ex-
perience,” Hilda told * Dance
MNews."  Comldlle de Rhynal's

vrgnnlsatlon und hospltallty were
marvellows and 1 felt that M afl
helped us to plve our best. What
Rlves mie great happiness ls the

aaswa | PR SR T T - At L. .
AT RINITVICHKT Bl WO aiun
let Eogland Jown, From  ihe

mowent  Tonumy replied  in
French to the tuast to the English
group I felt that we were io for
an wondeful (hme.  And so [t
proved to be,

et

¥,
oG
A

| %1 waould like to say & mc-rd.;
[ toe, for Stelln Cook, | wes much
Plinpreased with her ledlures which
cialie pove wo clliclently wnd con-
hdenily.

“And I shall never forget the
manager  of the  Olymplu,
Mouosieur Cados. He pave us =
fine time and we did & Jem for
him at his nlght club.” |

After the ball was over,'
Tommy and Hilda autended 4
cultural exhibition on Sunday
piven by the Carlos Capel pupils!
which included a display of
Spanish dancing and baller,

Tommy didn't come away
cmply handed, Nesides his nitles
he brought wah him a gift from
Monsicur Carlos—iwo souvenir
recordings of Jean Britonniere
singtng * Jaurai bien pu.”

And Hilda gave Tommy a gift,
@ present that surprised Tornmy
no cnd—a copy of the current
Issue of " Donce News" which
she found vo xale le Pare—ono
the Thursday!
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Wigan dance
Moss and hig

Leacher Tommy
pretty  dancing

partsier, Prudence Tavelle, have
daneceq to thirg nlace
Butlin Latin American O
Tessinnal Championship_
‘he couple's suceess ca
ast night of {he 13lh Annual

Iutlin Dancing
Filey Holiday Camp,
d Pru:fcncc, who are
of England

American
ed their prize
ol, Basil Dire
Butlin

&

-
17

3
*‘{

4

Festival held at

peofes-
rham-
of X15
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Entertain-




TOMMY & HY LA MOSS
VICE CAPTAINS OF THIL
ENGLISH INTERNATIONAI
TEAMV HOLLAND HELD

AT THE RETZ MANCHLESTLR,

e
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Proudly posing with their mother for our cameraman are
Tonuny and Hylda Moss, of Wigan, who won the Intermational
Dancing Federalion orld Championship for cxhibition
dancing and were runners-up for the ballreom title in .Paris

. -




TUMMY MONS AND
PRANENGE RAVELLL
CAIFUAIN 'THE NOR'TH
AGATMET THE SOUTH
ON TEREVISION FROM
PEAMMEISMUCHEFALAIS
LidEM N,



MEWS, MAY 3, 1956

VERSATILITY. PLUS
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MARKE a zood look et this picture, iCs Worlid Championa
2 Tomvmy and Hildy Maoss.  You've scen pictgrcc aof them
hefore, bur this i a picture with a differonce. Just in case
you haven't noticed Tommy is wearing a BLAZER with white
tie and peening dress tronsers.  As you-might hace guessed,
Tommy likes to be different,  Aud it pave! It makes people
“remember him oand it makes people remember duncing.

Also included among Towmmy's publicity box of tricks nre
Doovk-matches ad pencils, cigaretic-card size photographs,
|rrr}n‘f}' JiropEramme fa‘.ﬂff.nf.ll, a s.fun'(-"ul"( Jlufr‘ﬂlnu," ofc., ric.,
ete., all bearing the Moss slogans and encouraging prople in
dirince.

Getting back to the blaser. the badge is really a wanderful
gimmick. Suggested by one of Tommy's sixteen-year-old
pupils it depicts Tommy and Hilda picked onut in bright
culonrs and leara the inseription “Tomny and Hilda Maosas.
Wigan Seloal of Dancing.  World Clampionahips, Paris.”

T(J!llﬂl}" nn.rf r!h'dcl l"ljﬂ”:r ara .Iu‘.'(l‘”l!r‘.l',rlll lﬂn(hrrl urin‘
dancers, und Tomumy has avercame a iremendons discbility
to reacl the top; he s minus an arm.,

Such conruge amd tenncity are always to be applanded and E

we adoite all dunce teachers 10 “blawe their own’™ tramper.
feombor, pablicity pays. |
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For the second yenr In succeslon - a notable feat - Wigan
dance Instructor Mr. Tom Moss, has won the Dennis Hayley
Trophy for Latin American danclng. He won It at the annual

conference of the Emplre Soclety of Teachers of Dancing

FROM THE LANCASHIRE POST YEAR 1960.
THIE LADY ON THE PHOTOGRAPIH IS MADAME MOSS
TOMMY'S MOTHER WIHO WAS HERSELF A WONDERFUL DANCER

AND FAMOUS TEACHIEIR.




RAVELLE

TOMMY MOSS AND PRUDENCE

FFAMOLUS

THL

NSTRATING AT
SYD PERKINS SCHOOL O

DEMO

(.

DANCI



Wigan Dancers’ Triumph

Tommy Moss, the Wigan
professional ballroom dancer.
Scored a new triumph in
Liverpool this week with his
young partner, Prudence
Ravelle, of Juhbilee Avenuc,
Orrel]. '

They are " piclured here
afler winning the Imperial;
Sociely's Latin - American
Professional Championship
(N, Avea) at the  Grafton
Dallvoom. In: the cenire is
Miss Mavgaret: Kilshaw, of the
Imperial - Society, who ore-
sented the . prizes at  this|
annual event,

Tommy Moss- has - figured
prominently: in ballroom danc-
ing cirgles for m_ang;:.-'c:n's
and<hagrrecently cotmb“to the
forefront+in the. Lalin-Amerl-
can rhythms and is jn great
demand for his lively exhibi-
tion routines, "

o HIGIL PRRAISE

He has overcome  the dis-
ability of losing a hand, and
few who see him in aclion
rcalise that he’ controls his
parvtner in the many intricate
arm movements which arc
called for in ballroom domon-l'
- strations with an artificial’
hand.

Miss Tavelle, a_  former
amateur pupil. has improved
considerably since taking up
dancing as a profession and
has carncd high praise frem
some of the leading Jance
adjudicators at vavious dancce
feslivals,




TOMMY MOSS AND PRUDENCE RAVELLE

AT THE FAMOUS SYD PERKINS SCHOOL

STOKE'
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TOMMY AND HYLDA MOSS
PRACTISING FOR THE WORLD PROFESSIONAL BALLROOM CHAMPIONSHIPS
L'OLYMPIA, PARIS
THEY WERE PLACED SECOND TO THE FRENCH CHAMPION MONSIEUR DEVOSSE
ONLY ONE POINT IN DIFFERENCE
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PRE‘I’I‘Y Pat Wilcock
"+ works-ns a sewing
machlnlst In a factory,
But when work is over
she does 2 quick change
and enters “a new
worid." | Or, to be more
preclse, the world of
Latln Amcrican

rhythnms.
Pat—I7 Iast Thursday—
Is » professional dancer and as
fuch the old maxln of practice
maklng perfect weu'd scent 1o
play sn | rient part 10 her
dance routines
And sltheuph she turned pro-
faslanal enly about four mantly
ago. Pel, who lves in Anderion-
stresl. Higher Ince ncar Wigan,
has fulflied & rumber of en-
Bapefients nl blg  fancualiire
apoclng  funetlars  with  her
EHHﬂfr. Tein Mot — n well
nawn Agure In dntclng clrecles.

. By
-PHIL KELLY

fBhe his appeaced at o ocele-
bratlon dinfer for Mutt Dusoy,
the Manchiester United manager,
ond plsa perlortned nl the rocent
Lancashire County Crickel Club
dance at Old Tralfurd,

BIGGEST DREAK

Bt In the neat few days Pat
=il be putting In “extru traln-
ing seajuns.” For the hias jusl
heard of her blggeat “break™ o
dile—an appearance an  the
televlalon progranune “Oppur-
unity Knocks =

On Decembes 3¢y and dth, Psl
{who dlsenrds liee Wileock enr-
name for Dey Mgy when :he
cancrs professlonallyl anyg Bail-
ter Tom. will by travelline tn
the AULC, Swdina, 1n dai-
chesler. for rebencrais Later a3
the Saturcay nichl thev wil] b=
fatlne the cameray lar  Use
acloal show,

Pat Wilcock and Tom Moss

e N R
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an LA,
rhythm..
for Pat

For thoir Sh-milnula apet. (1w
couple Diave cecided on thal
fasourile Fatln-American slance
- e 'aso Pable — which 12
rechoned iy mang (6 Lie e
musl  hifMienit  af Llic
danres o perform.

Tan's wife. ridest,

Said Tam:  “Really 'z =»
atroke of luck foe Pt Origin-
aliv when I wonn put ln teuch
win the "IV pouple, T didan
acaditlan with nnother pariner,
alw later Iefb (o pet marcrey.

LUNUSUATL ACT

"Slnce Lhen I luave had letlers
frogy Lhe TV cnmpans, cilmiiis
FLing N the rehenrsals 7 have
Lren Wold that our act I gne
usiial, nnd we are hoping lo
sell, Pat Ly bheillet abone

1 L o)

disit, who nuw  hetds dancinyg
clasars gt e Golden  Dall
Hulel, Hrpn, adidml: "if wi hie
suceeastul oo the prograsy
L fedd o Lisgoe wnd Gellers

vienls, which Ly what we
arc really after” |

DECEMBER 1965
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The act will he Introdueed by

P
{ Cuorley-road, Stun- |

FROM THE LANCASHIRE POST

Ly et . - & _
Upporiunily {nocks . .. to

i



TOMMY MOSS & HILDA MOSS WITH THE TWO TROPHIES
THEY WON. THE ‘MIDLANDS’' EXHIBITION CHAMPIONSHIP,
THE 'MIDLANDS QUICKSTEP CHAMPIONSHIP



TOMMY'S WIFE BIRDIE TALKING TO HUGHIE GREEN
ON THE 'CPPORTUNITY KNOCKS' PROGRAMME
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TOMMY AND HYLDA DEMONSTRATE IN BLACKBURN



@ Wooan daneer Tom Moss, ex-warld ballroem champlon, and
pariner Prudence Winstanies, who won the North-West pro-
rican dancing, Cha Cha, Paso

“un B.C,

FROM THE LANCASHIRE POST
MARCH 1976

Th2 Paso Boble—-rom Wigan

Lo Mo e popular Wigan hudlresgm dancer, with

Fao wenw ptnier, Prodence Ravelle, sn g striking mune

b o disnime o demonstration of the Pase Doble ot oo
Piverpeol danonyg displas,



TOM AMD BRIDIE MOSS
WINHERS OF THE ALLIED DANCE ASSOCIATION SEQUENCE DANCE TROPHY 1988
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TOMMY AND HYLDA PRACTISING THEIR JIVE ROUTINE FOR THE
WORLD PROFESSIONAL EXHIBITION DANCING CHAMPIONSHIP
L'OLYMPIA, PARIS
THEY TOOK FIRST PLACE



s . with news of another big night out

8l L Yes, I was a nleht
Wes i Sanay o rermember at the
\IIII.

nunnual Women's
Clrele dunec at the
Monaco, Hindley,

And wlzn A charge wf
Just Sy fur Ciovle aem-
g aid Tin fof olhir
fraders,  eversone Ry
Thet jL wos 0 W YU
lor-money et

Amart from doncing Lo
the ever-pomuinr iz Lond
soang ur Jess Greenovih.
there was 0 doutle
canaret ol

singer Viekis

LT d

il H
Niatthers

Mr Ness. a1 Chosiey
Noad. siandiah,. zhp hoa
A ganse acedemy oz Dryn
and. BlAANL. won  Loeinen-
anus  apeisss - eRieets
allz tor thelr  Zouszaos
[Wrica nNumber ans  “hA
dnale 2ty Susan’s dAress
o mass i H ainking
Hghta

“The Post and Choen-
tele f brings vou the warld
seaers’. sald Women's
Circle preanlser.  Shellah
Haron And evevone
asreed.

Ta mAarg Shelalvs recent
ATHWIFIT? vord A Y chalraw
procerds Inum a4 coerime:
tan will fo 1o tihie Leagun
of Friends nr Wrlshilng-
“on Hiapital,

Chilel guest ay the fine.
tlen waos Kathleen Taylor.
xile ol he Editorn.

Full marke o Wigan
Lelsure Deparifmient for a
Beautifut fleral dizplay,

(=B A R E Y Voeelian
o A rand Ay the
Semaes s grele danie

-

v 5 i
*owy PR (% T X

-ﬂ"‘: f';'u._ .',5: . - :
el R AN RN N DGR e T DUARIIR O Y FIGh 7 I
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Wigan’s Tom Moss tells of the glamour — and the grit — in competitivi”
.dancing, and of the injury which probably helped him to reach the pinnacle
of success — a world title

-, el

e dance

to the top

of the world

The multl-coulourecd
embroldered badge on
Tom Maoss’s neat blue
blezer often causes
peaple to glve him
sideways glances as
he walks through
Wigan, or stands at
the bus-stop.

The badge i3 a real eye-
calcher, And it 15 lestimony
Lo the day In the 18503 when
he danced his way to the lop
ol the world.

YWignn's Tom hoss — Bome
tnalst on "Tommy* but he
prefers Tom — has been
steeped In the somellmea
moke:-helleve warld aof
danctng slnce he wis a
« ehild.

He spent four decades In

competition danelng — and
Iiterally thousanda of folks
in Wigan today ore com-
petent to “'take lhelr part.
ners’ because af his tultlon,

And as a dancing teacher, he's
in great demand.

IO IRN

Bul let’s look at Tom Moss's
early llfe and Lo the days
when his mother and dad
gave dancing lessans In the
front room aof the house
where he was bom ol A8
Warrington Lane.

Later, they hired o ream at the
Toln! Abstennnce Hall down
by Lhe Waterslde and later
atlll the Central Chambera
an Lhe Markel Square.,

But al {irat, the young Tom
Mo=s waa dlafnterested In
dancing. After all, the olher
lnds thought 1t elasy.

The danclng day cams when
he was 11. He caliad In at

: Dad’s danclng .clanss  and

wpfore he kzew i1, ty'd been

A

By Geolfrey Shryhane

swepl off hiz feel by o
woman taking lessans.

Soon after, Tom and his older
slaler Hylda became¢ dan.
cing partners.

TEACINING

Tom = who lives nl Standlsh
— was atllt at Wigan Tech.
when he was 10, rud even
ihen hie knew that hie wanied
lo do just ene Lhirg In life
.., dance,

After the Tech, he sturled
leaching hallroom dancing
and soon discovered Lthat the
crozes of the day were the
wallz, slow foxirot. tanpo
and gulck step.

Sald Tem: *““Lalln Americon
danclng has alwayas
featured prominently in my
Iife. Thnew It was the type of
dancing for me Immedlately
[ saw t."

Theblg day came In 1934 when
Tam wnd Hyldn were Invited
e dance In the warld
chumplonships In Parls. The
evenl wos al the Olympla —
tha hame of the great Edith
Plaf and tha French
Government fooled all the
bills.

They were second In Lthe nine-
dance evenl and were Lhe
last af 18 couples In the
exhibitlon section.

HOCH

“I1 was o great
— 1t

Sald Tam:
advantape belng last
would mean our per-
formance waould be Lhe
freaheal In the judges®
minds. We reolly gave them
& run for the!lr money with a
rock and roll number called
The Cement Mixer,

“What a feeling when we got
first prize. I'll remember it
all' my Ufe.”

Tam Moas has dought dancing

for 23 years and belleves jts

_popularily has always been
rul!ul— =

—-——

People who can’l dance say
It doesn’t warry them, but
quile a lot have contided
that helr yeara as dance
hall “wallflower” were quite
miserable."

Tem's latest dancing partner
Is Susan Malthews from
Standish, and In years gone
by the girls In Tom's dan-
cinglife have been Hylda, of

tourse, Prudence Hawelie,
Fat Del-Mar, and Anlta
Valdez.

GRIT
He pgave up compelition
danelng In 1870 lo  con.
cenfrate full tlme on his

classes and these he holda In
a room above the Hed Llon
al Bryn

It b4 daubiful If Tem would
huve heen at the top ef the
tree today but for his grit
wnd wtler determilnotion.
And parl of thot deter
minatlon story Involwes a
carwccldent In which he loal
anat of his urms muny yeoars
aEgo.

“1 glmed tor the top and I'm
convlnced the handlcap of
my arm actually helped me
gel there '

The greatest shop window he

ever had was a3 Captain of
Lthe Marth West team an one
of television’s most popular

programmes, Come Dan-
elng.
For any dancer an un-

deralanding wife |2 a greal
advantage. And thal's what
Torm Moda has in his wife
Aridie. The couple huve four
children.

When Tom talks of dancing, ha
ialks of ''two diflerent
worlds,” and says: *'Ob.
vlgusly, there's a greal deal
of glamour about -
petilon do-

Uke -

Wigan's World Champian dancer, Tam Mass, with the World
Championship Traphy. .

(




Take your
...Tora
Pier stroll

The Wigan Piar Strall demaonstrated on sight wi
Moss,

th

guidanca frem Tom

2 = —— [

WIGAN OBSERVER, Friday, &

he stroll da
with us for decad)
dancirig teacher Tom Moss
declded thal as Boston has
the {wo-step, 1
she welk, 11 was
rmade 165 mark
5¢ene. .

5o he took the tradiUonal,
gontly-paced strolf and gs
@ Wigan trenument
the result The Wigan Pler
Stroll

Already the dance 15 pro-
wing popular with Tom's

|
]
1
¢ dancing
fartner world enan n- ‘

e Wigan
1 the dance

i

cor sald m very ple
wilh the way the dance has
tumed aut

The \Wigan Pler Stroil 1s

D3

Ground

ney Lord of

P
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PROFESSIONALS HONOUR TOMMY'S

DEDICATION TO TH

Wigan's dance supremo Tommy
Moss has been presented withone
of the country's most prestiglous
trophies for his dedlcation to the
profession.

A teacher of ballroom, Latin and
disco in the town for almost 60
years, Tommy s only the fifth
recinient of the award, handed

over by the president of the Allied
Dance Assoclatlon, Mr. Sydney
Parry at a ceremony in Southport.

He rocketed to the top in 1854,
when with hils slster Hildn, he won
the World Professional Champlon-
ship, In Parls, And six times he
carrled off the North of England
title, an all -time record.

E PROFESSION

Afellowand Examiner for the ADA,
Tommy has in recent years been
working for Wigan Metro and has
chalked up a string of successes
with bepglnners and eperlenced
dancers alike. He !s particulary
pleased about the increasing popu-
Inrity of the afternoon tea dances
he Introduced at Wigan Pler on
Monday alternoons.



