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BÊWNANS KE – AN OVERVIEW 
 
Written / first performed: probably some time between 1453 and 1460 
Characteristics of England in this period 
Crown (Henry VI): weak king (dovish views re fighting for French crown, contrast 
hawkish views of his uncle Gloucester) 
Aristocracy: ‘bastard feudalism’ – mercenary retinues tending towards private armies 
Agriculture: now dominated by farming for rent 
Manufacturing: cloth trade very important, exporting to Europe 
Population: at its lowest point after Black Death (1348 nearly five million, down to two 
and a half million shortly thereafter, then further attrition to 1450 takes it below two 
million – about the same as in 1100) 
Economics: high accumulated debt after years of war in France, Great Slump across 
Europe caused by shortage of silver (triggered by Ming Dynasty’s return to silver 
currency + 100% inflation since Black Death) leading to credit crunch; cloth exports fell 
by up to 90% in South West at end of 1440s 
Politics: Jack Cade’s rebellion 1450 (protesting bad government), Henry’s mental 
breakdown 1453, Richard of York becomes Protector of the Realm in 1455, then first 
phase of Wars of the Roses until Edward of York ousts Henry as king 1461 
 

DAY ONE 
[Missing text – five leaves – conjectural reconstruction: Kea as archbishop in Colan 
(identified with Brittany), his journey to Cornwall] 
Kea has his divine mandate confirmed and arrives in the Forest of Rosewa; he is taken 
to Tewdar at Goodron Castle; Kea attempts to convert Tewdar (worshipper of Jovyn) 
to Christianity; Tewdar loses patience, summons his jailer (who provides comic relief); 
jailer’s lad imprisons Kea; Kea is miraculously surrounded by light and sweetness and 
proves immune to torture; Tewdar now considers Kea a fool and orders his release; 
they again dispute about Christianity; Kea tells Tewdar he was formerly an archbishop 
but rejected wordly wealth; Tewdar concludes Kea is mad and feels sorry for him; Kea 
asks for a little plot of land in Rosewa where he may live in humility; Tewdar agrees so 
long as Kea refrains from speaking against Tewdar’s pagan gods; Tewdar goes hunting 
in Rosewa; [corrupt text: Kea is severely tortured for disregarding Tewdar’s condition 
that he stop denouncing pagan gods]; when this fails, the torturers tell Tewdar they 
see no point in continuing and are angrily dismissed; Kea returns to Rosewa and on 
the way prays for water – a well miraculously springs up; Kea cures a leper with the 
water, and the leper gives him the well and adjoining land in Kyllyow Raw; in Rosewa 
Kea is able to yoke stags to the plough; Tewdar sends a message calling on Kea to 
accept belief in Jovyn but Kea refuses; the messenger reports back to Tewdar; 
Tewdar’s counsellor considers Kea to be a sorceror and advises Tewdar not to argue; 
Tewdar reluctantly agrees to reconcile with Kea and sends for him; Tewdar offers Kea 
anything he wishes; Kea asks for as much land as he can enclose while Tewdar is in the 
bath; Tewdar agrees and Kea forgives him; Tewdar’s bath is prepared by a wise woman 
(who provides comic relief because she is a fraud); Kea starts enclosing his land; 



lovinglivingcornish  6 November 2025 

Tewdar is informed that Kea has miraculously enclosed a huge tract of the best land; 
Tewdar finds he is stuck in his bath and accuses the wise woman of bewitching him; 
she replies that it is Kea who is to blame; Tewdar prays to Jovyn for help and curses 
his god for ignoring him 
[Missing text – conjectural reconstruction: Kea builds a monastery on his newly 
acquired land; Tewdar accepts conversion to Christianity but eventually dies in a fall 
from his horse; Kea is visited by King Arthur’s bishops who are impressed by his piety] 
 

DAY TWO 
Various nobles boast of their abilities as they make their way to King Arthur’s court; 
Arthur holds his court with many nobles; Roman Emperor Lucius Hiberius holds his 
own court; he complains that there is just one vassal who refuses to do him homage – 
namely, Arthur of Cornwall; the Emperor summons twelve messengers and sends 
them to Arthur to find out why he refuses to pay tribute; the messengers appear at 
Arthur’s court and greet him; [Missing text – two leaves: the messengers demand 
Arthur do homage; Arthur refuses]; Arthur determines to engage Lucius in battle; 
Arthur summons allies; he angrily dismisses the messengers; Arthur’s reply is reported 
to Lucius who decides to punish Arthur; Lucius sends for his own allies; it is reported 
that Arthur has invaded; at the court of Lucius the various allies greet the Emperor 
with their own threats against Arthur; they set off for France to encounter Arthur; 
Arthur bids farewell to Guinevere his wife and entrusts the kingdom in his absence to 
his nephew Modred; Arthur then sets off to engage the Roman army; Lucius is killed 
in battle; a messenger is sent to present the Emperor’s head to the Roman Senate as 
Arthur’s last tribute; the messenger reports to Arthur that this has been done; in 
Arthur’s palace Modred seduces Guinevere; the bishop reluctantly crowns Modred as 
king; the treachery is reported to Arthur; Arthur sends a stern warning to Modred but 
the messenger is threatened with death by Modred and Guinevere; this is reported to 
Arthur who appoints Howell to rule in Gaul while he embarks for Britain; Guinevere 
begs Modred to be careful and brave; Saxon (pagan) mercenaries arrive to bolster 
Modred’s forces – they are to be rewarded by ceding to them vast amounts of British 
land; the armies of Arthur and Modred meet; Arthur is victorious but laments the loss 
of his knights; Modred escapes; a messenger reports Arthur’s victory to Guinevere; a 
handmaiden reflects what might have been if only the queen had chosen a different 
course 
[Missing text – conjectural reconstruction: Kea attempts unsuccessfully to reconcile 
Arthur and Modred; in the final battle Modred is killed; Arthur is mortally wounded and 
taken to Avallon] 
 

DAY THREE 
[Missing text – conjectural reconstruction: Kea decides to return to Colan; he meets a 
despairing Guinevere who enters a nunnery on his advice; Kea eventually dies among 
his disciples; he is buried and miracles are associated with his tomb] 
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